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Get your gloves on! Registrations for 
Clean Up Australia Day 2026 are open
 
 Clean Up Australia
 

 

Clean Up Australia Day returns on Sunday 1 March 2026, and 
individuals, families, schools, and community groups can register 
now to be part of Australia’s largest environmental movement.
 
Since its inception, over 23 million volunteers have joined the 
Clean Up effort. In 2025, over 800,000 people volunteered across 
8,000 events nationally during the Clean Up Australia Day period..
  
Now is the time to register, get your gloves on and get involved. 
Clean Up Australia Day is about coming together, as neighbours, as 
communities for a common goal. Whether you're hitting the beach, 
cleaning a creek, or picking up litter in your local park, your efforts 
count. When we come together, we create real, visible change.
 
Registrations for Clean Up Australia Day 2026 are now open. 
Volunteers can receive a free Clean Up kit, containing gloves, 
bags and other resources, with packs for individuals, families, 
community groups and schools available (businesses are asked to 
pay a small fee to cover costs).
 
As an added bonus, if you register your Clean Up Australia Day 
event before 31 December, you will automatically be entered into 
an early bird competition to win one of five donated $500 Coles 
vouchers. Ts & Cs apply.

Register at cleanup.org.au for Clean Up Australia Day on Sunday 
March 1, 2026 

Business Clean Up Day on Tuesday February 24, 2026 and 
Schools Clean Up Day on Friday February 27, 2026

A glimpse into  
a Winchelsea Childhood
Rhani Bayon

On Monday evenings on Jackson street a simple ritual has begun. 

After Kid's Kung Fu with Evan at Sunny Gym the kids along with 
their younger siblings cross the road to visit 'Gavin' the Ewe 
and feed her fistfuls of thistles and sourgrass. It has become an 
essential part of our routine and a reminder of just how lucky our 
kids are to grow up in this wonderful rural community full of these 
simple rituals that city kids can only dream of.

http://cleanup.org.au
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What a day for Winchelsea! 
The official opening of the Winchelsea Community Bank Village 
was a huge success and what a milestone for our town. We were 
very lucky to have two former Bendigo Bank CEO and Managing 
Directors joining us for the celebration. Rob Hunt, who pioneered 
the Community Bank model 28 years ago, and Marnie Baker who 
presently sits on the Reserve Bank board. Both Rob and Marnie 
have been great supporters of what we have achieved locally and 
have been instrumental in the success of the Community Bank 
model.

This incredible project, five years in the making, showcases the 
true power of the Community Bank model investing profits back 
into meaningful community infrastructure that delivers both social 
and economic benefits.

Born from a vision to keep long term Winchelsea residents 
connected to their community and inspired by John and Beryl 
Read, the project was lead and funded by Corangamite Financial 
Services Ltd, the company behind the Anglesea, Winchelsea 
and Lorne Community Bank branches. With $1.5 million in seed 
capital and additional support from Bendigo and Adelaide Bank, 
this dream became a reality.

Ten beautiful two bedroom homes, each with a 9 star energy 
rating, now provide much needed downsizing options for locals, 
freeing up family homes and strengthening the heart of our 
community.

It’s the first of its kind a social enterprise built by the community, 
for the community.

We couldn’t be prouder of what’s been achieved!

 

Opening of the Winchelsea Community Bank Village
Kelly Turner  

Hesse Rural Health has launched a new summer initiative 
designed to bring people together and help older community 
members stay connected – the Evening Escapes program.
Running every second Thursday throughout the warmer months, 
Evening Escapes offers social support bus outings that give 
participants a chance to relax, enjoy new experiences and spend 
quality time with others in a friendly supported environment.

For many older adults, getting out and about can become 
difficult, especially as the seasons change. Hesse’s Social 
Support Program aims to make it easier, offering a safe and 
welcoming space for members of our community to explore local 
destinations, share meals and connect with others under the care 
of qualified compassionate staff.

The program is part of Hesse’s broader Social Support Group 
services, which encourage community participation and social 
engagement for consumers still living at home who require 
support to get out and about. Evening Escapes adds a new twist 
by making these experiences available in the evenings, a great 
way to enjoy the longer daylight hours of summer and beat the 
isolation that can come from the colder months.

The group has already enjoyed a number of outings, including 
evenings at the Torquay Bowls Club and a local Belmont 
restaurant. Coming up, participants can look forward to:

•	  A hearty pub meal at the Inverleigh Hotel
•	  A magical Christmas Lights Tour in Colac, finishing with 

dinner at the Union Hotel
Each trip is led by experienced staff trained in Aged and 

Community Care, ensuring every outing is both safe and 
enjoyable. The program caters to a range of interests, from quiet 
dinners to lively group activities, offering something for everyone.

Hesse’s Social Support Program is funded by both the State and 
Commonwealth governments, with eligibility varying depending 
on whether participants are under or over 65 years of age. Those 
aged over 65 can contact Hesse’s Social Support Program 
Coordinator for assistance with accessing My Aged Care and 
obtaining a referral code.

Evening Escapes is all about connection, laughter, and 
community – the perfect opportunity to get out, make new 
friends, and enjoy a night out this summer.

For more information or to check eligibility, contact:
Hesse Community Health (03) 5267 1200

Hesse’s new Social Bus Program hits the road
Hesse Rural Health
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Share the 
Surf Coast Spirit

For all things festive (and full competition details):  

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/SurfCoastSpirit

This festive season, the Surf Coast and hinterland will come alive 
with sparkling Christmas trees, colourful decorations, carols and 
family fun. 

It’s the perfect time to come 
together, celebrate community 
and embrace the season.

• We’re installing a 4-metre 
lit Christmas tree in 
Winchelsea near the 
Anzac memorial.  It will go 
up in mid November.

• Adding a local touch, 
Winchelsea’s solar-lit 
timber twinkle trees (crafted by the 
Men’s Shed) and the Elf Trail will spread 
extra sparkle.

• Gather your family and friends for Carols 
by the Barwon at Winchelsea Lions Park 
from 6pm on Saturday 6 December - 
with Santa making a visit!

Christmas lights map
Decorate your home and share it on our 
interactive Christmas lights map, where you 
can also discover the best displays around the 
shire.

Show us how 
you’re getting 
festive – and win!
Share how you’re getting into 
the spirit - Surf Coast and 
hinterland style. We’d love to 

see your decorations, celebrations and festive 
pets! 

Tag us in your photos (Surf Coast Shire 
Council on Facebook, @SurfCoastShire 
on Instagram) and use the hashtag 
#SurfCoastSpirit for your chance to win one of 
two $100 local prizes!

Shop local and give with heart 
Find one-of-a-kind gifts and unforgettable experiences while 
supporting the local businesses that make our community shine.
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Save the date Saturday 29 November when we will once again 
gather together as a community to share food, enjoy each other’s 
company and build connections. Dinners are held in the hall on the 
corner of Mercer and Harding Streets 6.30pm. Bring something 
to share if you can (but if not just come along anyway – there’s 
always plenty to share). We ask for a gold coin donation at the 
door to help cover costs of these community powered events.

This coming month will be our 9th Winchelsea Community 
Dinner. What a wonderful time we’ve had! There have been 
many stories shared, friendships formed, and laughter had. Not 
to mention the wonderful locals who’ve delighted us with their 
hidden talents by sharing a tune or two on the beautiful old piano. 
And then there’s the food! 

As one would expect in a country town, we have some 
sensational home cooks and producers in our community. 
There’s always something different to try. Last month one of our 
regulars proudly shared her home made kimchi and a Japanese 
dish of fermented soybeans (Natto). We’ve had locally grown 
meat and eggs (including wild venison) lovingly prepared into 
slow cooks, roasts, pies and casseroles. A bounty of fruit and 
vegetables including homegrown pumpkin, apples and rhubarb. 

We have sensational bakers too with delicious desserts for a 
sweet end to our meal. It’s been wonderful for those of us with 
dietary requirements to be able to join the meal, there’s always 
gluten free, vegetarian and vegan options.

We’ve been fortunate to have local Artzy Jazzy donate her time 
and resources to create a fun atmosphere for the children and for 
them to form connections with other local kids.

We also have an amazing crew of volunteers who developed the 
idea and have continued to work tirelessly to make these dinners 
happen every month. A special thank you to Kate Shawcross, 
Sky Densley, Alison Dean (plus Billie and Eva), Melissa Selvidge, 
Krissy Butler, Tony Phelps and Tara Quin. On a personal note 
it’s been a privilege to work alongside people who each have 
brought their unique skills and talents along with a shared 
passion for community connection.

We’ve been helped in many ways by generous community 
members. Finding a venue willing to host the dinners for an 
affordable cost (given we had no funding!) was a challenge and 
we are grateful to St John the Baptist Catholic Church in allowing 
low-cost use of their hall. 

The Winchelsea Star provided a generous donation of seed 
funding to get us started, without this it would have been difficult 
to get these dinners off the ground. Then there’s our local Kenty’s 
Bakery who donate dinner rolls to be enjoyed at each dinner.  
See you on Friday the 29th!

Come along to the last Winchelsea Community Dinner of 2025!
Jess Butler, Winchelsea Community Dinner Organising Group

Share your feedback
Community Working Group members have channelled aspirations and 
experiences helping develop a draft Place Plan for Winchelsea, which will help guide the 
town’s growth to 2050 and beyond.

The draft plan will inform the development of a new structure plan in 2026 and is now available 
for public review and comments.

View the plan and share your thoughts via yoursay.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/WPP before                                     
22 December 2025.



 6    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025 6    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025



Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025     7  

NATURAL GAS 
CONNECTIONS 
 
M. & L DRAYTON 
PLUMBING SERVICES 
 

YOUR LOCAL LICENSED 
PLUMBERS (24356) 
GAS FITTERS 
GAS CONVERTERS 
CARBON MONOXIDE TESTING 
 

MARK 0428 520 142 

• Switch board & lighting upgrades
• Outdoor lighting
• Electrical safety checks
• Energy efficient LED lighting
• Ceiling sweep fans & ventilation
• Energy saving advice 

greenlead@outlook.com

Phone Martin Wilkinson:

0467 097 101
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Servicing Geelong &
the Surf Coast

Specialising in all residential 
electrical work including:  

Julia Holohan

Spring has sprung & it's heads down, bottoms up in the garden! 
So many things are bolting, including our bees which have 
swarmed. 

They landed on the driveway, right where we park our cars, an 
odd place to settling on a cool evening! 

I'd been out, arriving home in the dimness of early night. The 
moon allowed enough light to notice what look liked spilt oil on 
the driveway, I gently put my foot on it to judge if it was oil. It 
buzzed loudly! Sure enough, torchlight showed many buzzing 
bees flapping their wings! They stayed there overnight. 

The next morning, It was quite cold and they were very sluggish. 
Paul is the beekeeper here but he was very unwell, I was on my 
way out, again, running late & in a hurry, as I usually am. I put the 
old laundry trolley over them while they were still quiet with the 
cold morning, hoping our old dog wouldn't wander over them or 
the same if a visitor popped in to see Paul. 

On my return, they had happily made themselves comfortable on 
the lower part of the laundry trolley! 

We were disappointed they'd swarmed but Paul the bee person 
was still unwell. It was our neighbour to the rescue. He didn't 
need another hive but he was happy to collect them that evening 
in the dark when they'd be quiet and sleepy. 

He arrived wearing his bee keeping whites with head covering 
and gloved hands, looking very much a "white knight", he set to 
work with his smoker, puffing smoke over them to passify them. 
With a torch to be able to see, he gently lifted the trolley enough 
to get his esky underneath it and with a quick, gentle but firm 
movement, the bees were in the esky. Keeping them well 
covered with smoke he gently brushed up the few stragglers, 
popped the lid on the esky & "Bob's your uncle". Job done! 

They were then delivered to a new owner in a proper hive box, 
not his esky, and everyone was happy, especially Paul as he's 
now fighting fit again & ready to get on with tackling all else that's 
bolting in growth, going to seed, seedlings to plant out, seeds to 
be sown, lawns mown & those never ending weeds pulled. 

Environment

Bees are swarming in our Spring Garden
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Where does your FOGO go? Watch here - surfcoast.vic.gov.au/FOGO

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/FOGO

food doesn’t      
belong in landfill

37% 
of what’s in our 
red-lid garbage 

bins is food. 

Use your FOGO bin for      
every peel, crumb and core

Instead, feed 
the earth that 

grows our 
food. 

This advertising is supported by the Victorian Government through the Kerbside Reform Grant.
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FOUR BIN SYSTEM 

LANDFILL                                                                      (red lid)
Most general household waste 
that cannot go in your FOGO, recycling or glass-only bins.
Tips
•	 Check what goes into your FOGO. Recycling and glass-only 

bins keep those items out of landfill.
•	 Never put batteries, e-waste, liquids, hot ashes or 

chemicals in any bin.
•	 Do not overfill your bin and ensure the lid can close. 

Residents are responsible for picking up litter from overfull 
bins. Bags of household waste sitting next to bins will not be 
picked up.

•	 E-waste (items with a cord, plug or battery) cannot go into 
any kerbside bin.

FOGO Food Organics and Garden Organics             (green lid)
Food scraps and leftovers, lawn clippings, leaves, prunings and 
small branches. This is called a FOGO (Food Organics and 
Garden Organics) collection.
RECYCLING                                                              (yellow lid)

Paper, cardboard, plastic bottles and containers, metal tins  
and cans. 
GLASS-only                                                             (purple lid)

Glass bottles and jars (without lids).
Tips
•	 EMPTY BOTTLES AND SCRAPE JARS to remove food
•	 Put bottles and jars in the bin LOOSE – no bags or boxes
•	 REMOVE LIDS from bottles and jars. Put beer bottle, wine 

and spirit tops in the yellow recycling bin. Put small plastic 
lids in the red landfill bin. 

•	 Metal collars and labels can stay on bottles and jars
•	 Broken bottles and jars are accepted; broken drinking 

glasses are NOT accepted.
•	 A car boot load of glass bottles and jars are accepted FREE 

at transfer stations

The four-bin system has changed the way residents manage 
their waste - and the difference it is making to the environment. 
Thanks to the four-bin system, more than 70 per cent of 
residential waste is being diverted from landfill.

Data over the last 12 years shows key milestones in the journey 
toward a more sustainable waste system:

•	 July 2019 - the financial collapse of Council’s recycling 
contractor saw an increase in landfill tonnage.

•	 December 2019 - Anglesea Food Organics and Garden 
Organics (FOGO) trial began, food and green waste in the 
green bin leading to a reduction in landfill waste.

•	 January 2020 - new recycling contractor appointed, with 
landfill tonnage decreasing and recycling increasing.

•	 February 2021 - purple glass-only bin introduced, diverting 
glass from the recycling bin. All food waste could go in FOGO 
bins. As FOGO tonnages increased, landfill tonnages fell.

Cr Adrian Schonfelder said the data paints a clear picture of how 
residents’ efforts are paying off, but also where improvement is 
needed.

More than half of what’s going into red Landfill bins could actually 
be recycled or composted. 52% of material in landfill bins should 
have gone into FOGO, glass or recycling bins. 

“Food and garden waste placed in the FOGO bin is turned into 
nutrient rich compost, helping to grow more food and close the 
loop on waste,” he said.

“When food and green waste goes to landfill, it takes up valuable 
space in the Anglesea landfill, which is nearing capacity. Once 
it’s full, our waste will need to be transported further, increasing 
costs for everyone.”
Read about waste at surfcoast.vic.gov.au/ data:image/

Has the four waste bins system been a success?
Surf Coast Shire Council 

Used with permission of Gary Clark, Swamp Cartoons
Cartoon Books available online: swamp.com.au

http://surfcoast.vic.gov.au/
http://swamp.com.au


 10    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025 10    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025

Environment

The Climate Report
Compiled by Judy Cameron

Geelong Sustainability –  
Youth Justice Event
Join us for a powerful evening with the voices, experiences and 
leadership of young people in the climate justice movement. Hear 
from a diverse panel of inspiring young people who are taking 
action on the climate crisis while navigating its inequitable impacts.

Date: 	 Tuesday 25th November
Time: 	 5.30pm- 7.00pm
Location: 	 Deakin Cats Community Centre, 
	 GMHBA Stadium
FREE but booking essential @ geelongsustainability.org.au

This is an intergenerational event. We encourage people of 
all ages to come along, learn, and reflect on how youth-led 
perspectives can be integrated into climate action at every level   

Climate change is a crisis of intergenerational justice. 
It’s not too late to make it right 
Abbreviated from ‘The Conversation’
•	 Philippa Collin Professor of Political Sociology, Western 

Sydney University
•	 Judith Bessant Professor in School of Global, Urban and 

Social Studies, RMIT University
•	 Rob Watts, Professor of Social Policy, RMIT University
Climate change is the biggest issue of our time. 2024 marked 
both the hottest year on record and the highest levels of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emissions in the past two million years.
Global warming increases the frequency and severity of 
extreme weather events, bushfires, floods and droughts. These 
are already affecting young people, who will experience the 
challenges for more of their lives than older people.
It will also adversely affect those not yet born, creating a crisis of 
intergenerational justice.
Caught in the changing climate
In 2025, children and young people comprise a third of 
Australia’s population. Given their early stage of physiological 
and cognitive development, children are more vulnerable to 
climate disasters such as crop failures, river floods and drought.

Under current emissions trajectories, United Nations research 
warns every child in Australia could be subject to more than four 
heatwaves a year. It’s estimated more than two million Australian 
children could be living in areas where heatwaves will last longer 
than four days.

Not walking the walk
Some key policy figures understand how climate change is turbo-
charging intergenerational unfairness. Former treasury secretary 
Ken Henry described the situation as an “intergenerational 
tragedy”, referring to the ways Australian policymakers are failing 
to address the changing climate, among other crucial issues.

Climate change was barely mentioned in the May 2025 federal 
election. The major parties largely avoided the subject.

It was also concerning that the first major decision of the newly 
re-elected Albanese government was approving an extension to 
Woodside’s North West Shelf gas project off Western Australia 
until 2070.

Thwarted attempts
In 2023, young people worked with independent Senator David 
Pocock to draft legislation addressing these concerns. This bill 
required governments to consider the health and wellbeing of 
children and future generations when deciding on projects that 
could exacerbate climate change.

It was sent to the Senate Environment and Communications 
Legislation Committee. While all but one of 403 public 
submissions to the committee supported the bill, in June 2024 
the Labor and Coalition members agreed to reject it. They 
argued it was difficult to quantify notions such as “wellbeing” or 
“material risk”.

Turning around the Titanic
Independent MP Sophie Scamps is planning to introduce the 
Wellbeing of Future Generations Bill. It’s based on similar 
legislation in Wales, which has worked successfully for a decade.

The bill would introduce a legislative framework to embed the 
wellbeing of future generations into decision making processes.
It may feel like turning around the Titanic, but it must be done.

WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED
For the Community

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Every Wednesday from 9.30am
51 Hesse Street, Winchelsea

KINDLING/OFFCUTS $7.00 bag
Pickup Wednesdays 9.30-2.30

For delivery, call Bill 0438 083 373

NESTING BOXES Birds/animals

NEED A JOB DONE? 
Woodworking, Furniture Repairs  

Call in Wednesdays to order

Ray Atkinson (Co-ordinator) 
0407839139 

winchmenshed@gmail.com

 

 

 

Fun, Interactive music sessions for             
pre-school children (0-4 y.o.) and    

parents/caregivers 

 When: Mondays from 10 to 11 am                                                                                                 
(runs during school terms)                          

Where: St Thomas’ Hall                                   
25 Barwon Tce.                                                  

To Enquire ring:    0407838256 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE 

- TIMBER VANITIES 

- BARNDOORS 

- KITCHEN, BATHROOM & WARDROBE JOINERY 

- REPAIRS & RESTORATION 

0439013145 
wwoorrppeellssaamm@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm..aauu    

25A Alsop Drive Winchelsea 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE 

- TIMBER VANITIES 

- BARNDOORS 

- KITCHEN, BATHROOM & WARDROBE JOINERY 

- REPAIRS & RESTORATION 

0439013145 
wwoorrppeellssaamm@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm..aauu    

25A Alsop Drive Winchelsea 

  
 

http://geelongsustainability.org.au
mailto:winchmenshed@gmail.com
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Garden lovers are invited to enjoy a weekend of creativity and 
calm when two Surf Coast gardens — Gherang Gardenalia and 
Greenfield Moriac — open their gates on 29 and 30 November. 
Just 15 minutes apart, these much-loved private gardens offer 
contrasting yet complementary experiences: one bursting with 
playful artistry and resilient planting, the other a serene haven 
inspired by Japanese design and the beauty of space.

Gherang Gardenalia
Gherang Gardenalia is a vibrant four-acre garden shaped by the 
imagination and resilience of owners Karen (a horticulturist and
artist) and Geoff Voss (a collector). “Our garden has evolved with 
us over 25 years,” says Karen. “Shaped by the environment, soil 
and climate. Some areas remain a little wild and untamed, offering 
habitat for birds and small reptiles, while others are serene spaces 
for relaxation and reflection. ”The garden showcases drought-
tolerant natives and exotics thriving on rainwater, with gravel paths 
winding through creative garden rooms, shady retreats, and playful 
upcycled sculptures. Highlights include a striking ‘living wall’ of 
Banksia marginata, a citrus grove, two vegetable gardens, and a 
glasshouse brimming with life. 
Address: Gherang Gardenalia 80 Lakeside Drive Gherang
Extras: Surfcoast CWA will be providing morning and afternoon 
teas. Plants for sale and pop-up art gallery featuring works by 
local artists

Greenfield
In nearby Moriac, Greenfield offers a contrasting experience — 
a peaceful, thoughtfully designed garden by Denise and Russ 
Murfitt. What began as a bare paddock is now a sanctuary of 
calm inspired by the Japanese concept of Yutori, meaning space 
and ease. Meandering paths lead beneath birches, maples, and 
cherries to hidden corners filled with hydrangeas, ferns, and 
flowering perennials. “I designed Greenfield to be strolled,” says 
Denise. “To notice the shifting light, the sound of water, and the 
small details that remind us to pause and appreciate life.”
Address: Greenfield 50 Greenfields Drive Moriac
Extras: Plants sales and pop-up gallery featuring cards and 
unframed works

Gherang Gardenalia Greenfield

HOURS: Sat-Sun 29-30 Nov 10am - 4.30pm
TICKETS: Each garden - Adults $10, Students $6,  
Under 18 & students with OGV Student Pass (with ID) - Free
Tickets at gate or Trybooking www.opengardensvictoria.org.au

Two treasured gardens open their gates  
for a weekend of inspiration and tranquility
Kate Anderson, Open Gardens Victoria

 Designing for wildlife - have we got our priorities right?
The motivation for planting a garden is often to attract a wide 
variety of birds, reptiles and insects. To create a small ecosystem 
that provides for most of their needs. We can then enjoy watching 
and interacting with our garden's wild residents and visitors.

However, I do feel uneasy when I admit that when I’m planning a 
native garden, I first think of my needs; how I want the garden to 
look and be maintained?

I'll think about the aesthetics... 
•	 Will the grey foliage on this group of plants 'pop' next to 

glossy green leaves of that group of plants?
•	 Does the flower colour on these two shrubs clash or will they 

complement each other?
•	 The vertical leaves of these tussock grasses will look great 

next to a clump of local correas
•	 Will I still be able to see the beautiful trunk of that feature tree 

in a few years when these shrubs grow?
​
... then some practicalities come to mind
•	 Will the garden be convenient and safe to maintain?
•	 Are those thorny stems/leaves going to be a hazard when 

we’re weeding?
•	 Will this plant grow too large and shade a north facing 

window?
•	 Is this garden likely to be a fire hazard near the west/north 

wall of the house?

In my defence, I think these are predictable (and sensible) 
humancentric planning issues for a gardener, whether they live in 
the city or on a country estate.

What if we flipped this planning process on its head and put the 
needs of the birds, butterflies and native bees first and our human 
needs second? What would the garden look like, would it look 
much different?
Ideally the plants would mostly be local to the area and include 
small indigenous flowering herbs and groundcovers that form 
a natural carpet over the soil surface. I’m pretty sure my clients 
would go ‘wild’ about the local indigenous plants because they’re 
the plants that they have evolved with and know the best. 

As much as I would like to follow the design brief of my wildlife 
clients to the letter, the human needs for safety, convenience and 
aesthetics will always be strong motivators. A garden designed 
for wildlife will doubtless begin as an artificial space created for 
pleasure, contemplation and shelter, but in time and with studied 
neglect, it will likely achieve some wild, natural elements that are 
suited to a larger variety of birds, reptiles and insects.

​Though wildlife will always contribute greatly to these design 
elements, gardens will continue to be a reflection of their human 
creators. They are a wonderful way to connect with nature, 
maintain our mental health, and provide motivation to get 
outside into the fresh air and challenge our bodies in ways that a 
gymnasium never will. 

Steve’s home garden in the early stages.  
You can find the full, informative 
story with suggested things to plant:                                                                                                                             
https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog

 
AND if you would like a great Christmas present for someone who 
cares about biodiversity Steve’s book is highly recommended.

Planting gardens to attract birds, butterflies and blue-banded bees
Judy Cameron Heavily edited from '​Recreating the Country' blog and book ‘Recreating the Country’ by Stephen Murphy

Environment

http://www.opengardensvictoria.org.au
https://www.recreatingthecountry.com.au/blog
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Zinaida Campion is a classical soprano, vocal coach, artist 
and model raised in Winchelsea. She is an alumna of VOYCE 
Victorian Opera, a Windfire Vocal Scholar, and Co President 
of Geelong City Opera. She has a strong background in 
languages, a love of local history, and an all-consuming 
passion for promoting the arts in rural areas.

To share your stories and inspire the community, please 
contact Zinaida. 0428 403 784 zinaidacampion@gmail.com

ArtsRural
Zinaida Campion

Did you know we have an opera company right on our 
doorstep? If you didn't, there's a perfectly reasonable 
explanation: it's very new. Geelong City Opera came into being 
in 2025, the brain child of two remarkable ladies, sopranos 
Lisa Breen and Susan Nielson. They made history last year by 
doing what had never been done before in Geelong, forming a 
grand opera company. A few local groups had produced light 
repertoire, like Gilbert and Sullivan, but there has never been a 
proper opera company in Geelong. 

Opera Australia visits Geelong sometimes, and put on an 
interesting production of the Magic Flute by Mozart last year 
in the Geelong Arts Center. Other small indie companies visit 
the area as well, such as Lyster Opera headed by the excellent 
Jamie Moffat, which put on Rossini's The Italian Girl in Algiers 
last year in Drysdale. So clearly, there is a healthy demand for 
opera in our region, which is fantastic.

I joined Geelong City Opera in September, when I was invited 
to succeed founding Co President Susan Nielson upon her 
withdrawal from the company. I had attended the company's first 
production last year, Callas, La Divina, so I was excited at the 
prospect. Now, the company is headed by Lisa Breen and myself, 
but its mission remains the same: bring quality music to the region, 
and showcase local musicians, especially emerging performers. 

Co Presidents 
of Geelong City Opera, 
sopranos Zinaida Campion 
and Lisa Breen

Photo by Tim Hetherington

Our next production, Sunday 16 November, is called 'Marvelous 
Melba', and we will be celebrating the life and career of the 
legendary Australian diva, Dame Nellie Melba. Our cast 
includes Lisa Breen and Zinaida Campion, sopranos, Tim 
Hetherington, tenor, David Eckstein, bass, Stefanie Gumienik, 

piano, Suzanne Moodie,flute, and actor Julie Fryman, narrator. 
It will be held in the beautiful space of All Saints Anglican 
Church, Newtown.

Join us for an epic musical journey, and meet the artists 
afterwards. Enjoy some of the finest operatic repertoire of all 
time, and feel good, knowing that you are supporting local 
performers. See you after the show!

Ciao!

Details:	 16 November 2025, 2pm 
	 All Saints Anglican Church, Noble St, Newtown.

Tickets 	 $30 adult and $25 concession, at door or via 
Trybooking, https//www.trybooking.com/DFIDX 

Geelong City Opera: Your Local Company

mailto:zinaidacampion@gmail.com
http://www.trybooking.com/DFIDX
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Riverlee artists shine 
in the Shire Hall 
Zinaida Campion

As a local arts fan, I’m always on the lookout for unique 
and exciting creative events that showcase the best of our 
community’s talent. The other week, I had the great pleasure 
of attending the Riverlee Artists exhibition at the historic Shire 
Hall. This well-curated event was a testament to the skill and 
imagination of local artists, and a must-see for anyone who 
appreciates the beauty of our region. 

One of the standout features of the Riverlee exhibition was 
the incredible diversity of artistic styles on display. From 
delicate watercolours to vibrant oils, from landscapes to animal 
portraits, there was something for everyone in this vibrant and 
eclectic collection.

What truly set the exhibition apart however, was the warm and 
welcoming atmosphere fostered by our friendly local artists 
who attended the event. These talented ladies were eager 
to make visitors feel right at home and were always ready to 
talk about the inspirations behind their artwork. I asked one of 
the artists, Jill Treloar, how Riverlee came into being. “About 
twenty years ago, we started taking classes in a shed on 
Sandra Jones’ property, Riverlee. That’s how we got our name. 
But before that, we were a watercolour class that had been 
taken since 1999 by Ray Woods”. The classes are now taught 
by Dee Matheson.  

Slowly making my way around the exhibition, something 
cute caught my eye. A painting of a little blonde girl in a 
mauve ballet costume, with her back to the viewer. She was 
clutching a pink toy rabbit, and appeared to be walking down 
a hallway. “Off for a Fash-a-moo”, it was called. The painting 
was executed with so much love, I was unsurprised to learn 
the artist, Chrissy Smith, was the grandmother of the subject. 
“That’s my granddaughter August”, she explained proudly. “It 
took me a while to get the hair right”. Absolutely charming. She 
also added that the exhibition had been very well attended, 
with many visitors wanting to join.  

Most of the art was for sale, with a table of miniatures catching 
my eye, and a wonderful collection of unframed watercolours 
by Laurel McLennan spread over the long dining table. Some 
individual works that caught my attention were Cheryl Brunt’s 
“Desert Outback”, “Sheep On The Lookout” by Dee Matheson, 
“Banksias” by Jill Treloar, and some gorgeous fairywrens in 
watercolour by I. Dalton.  

Jill Treloar with “Banksias” Photo by Zinaida Campion

“Sheep On The Lookout” by Dee Matheson 
Photo by Zinaida Campion

Chrissy Smith with “Off for a Fash-a-moo”.
Photo by Zinaida Campion

The Riverlee Artists exhibition was more than a showcase for 
local art – it was a celebration of our community’s creative 
spirit. By supporting local talent and promoting the arts, events 
like this play a vital role in feeding the creativity of our region 
and inspiring the next generation. With this in mind, we look 
forward to next year’s exhibition, doing our bit to maintain our 
local artistic identity. 

Ciao! 
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Week 5: Grades Three & Four 

Theme: We have just started a unit on Democracy. We will 
explore how rules and laws help communities function and  
how different levels of government, especially local government, 
operate and impact our daily lives. We will learn about the 
structure of the Australian Government and the roles of its 
members.
.
MY: We are learning about strategies that can be used to make 
our homes and school environment safe.

Core Literacy: We are focusing on spellings that represent the  
‘g’ sound including the spellings ‘g’ ‘gg’ ‘gh’ and ‘gu’. 

English: We have started to explore the purpose, features and 
structure of informative texts. 

Maths: We have looked at chance and probability to predict the 
likelihood of events occurring. 

Awards: Grades Three & Four
3/4H: 	 Harper McGregor for continuing to work hard and 

improve her skills in literacy. Well done Harper!

3/4WP: Neave Tudball for always aiming high and for her 
determined approach to mastering new skills. Well done, 
Neave!

3/4R: 	 Jaylee Chenhall for showing kindness to your classmates 
everyday, especially this week when you spent your own 
DOJOs to buy a dance party for the class! Well done, 
Jaylee.

From the Principal
Updated Mobile Phone Policy
School Council approved an updated mobile phone policy. Smart 
watches can be used at the school, however must be in school
mode for the entire school day. 

Swimming Program Adjustment
The swimming program provided by the school will now be 
reduced from two weeks to one week. The two main factors for 
this decision are increased costs associated with the pool and 
the difficulty in securing swimming teachers. 

60 Main Street, Winchelsea 3241
Email: winchelsea.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Website: www.winchps.vic.edu.au Phone: 5267 2134
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Famous historic homestead in Winchelsea

Local cafe named after an aromatic herb

Winchelsea is situated on the banks of this River 

Historic highway passing through Winchelsea

Australian mammal that swims in the Barwon 

Winchelsea is in this southern Australian state

The surrounding rural area is used for this

Historic Hotel in the centre of Winchelsea

Local Community Aged Care

mailto:winchelsea.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.winchps.vic.edu.au
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Winchelsea Star 
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

email editor@winchelseastar.org.au or leave a note at Winchelsea IGA

FREE 
COMMUNITY 

NOTICES

1ST MODEWARRE SCOUT GROUP
The 2025 Scout Monster Raffle is your 
chance to win one of over 130 fantastic 
prizes while helping our local Scouts.

Tickets are just $2 and we get all of that!
Raffle will be drawn 11am Wed 19 Nov 

1ST PRIZE: Suzuki Swift Hybrid GL 
2ND PRIZE: 3-day Uluru Adventure  
3RD PRIZE: Crown Posture Bedding 
And 132 more prizes. value $61,858!

Next year we have Cuboree for Cubs in 
Sept, then Jamboree for Scouts Jan 2027. 

Please help send our Scouts to these 
adventures by buying a ticket or two. 

https://jo.my/1stmodda
Marie McPadden Group Leader 

1st Modewarre Scout Group 0409 330 147

WHY YOU SHOULDN’T MISS THIS 
WEEKEND’S RE-LOVED MARKET!

Support our Community
Not only does the re-loved market help raise 
funds to support the Winchelsea community 
house and occasional care but our food and 
coffee vendors are all local too!
Sustainability Shop for recycled/preloved 

items and help the environment by avoiding 
fast fashion and curbing overproduction.

Quality Find quality branded fashion and 
homewares at great prices!

Fun! Come along to something a little 
different. Grab a coffee, a smoothie and a 
snack and hunt for treasures in the market 
stalls. You never know what you might find!
9am – 1.30pm Saturday November 15th 
Winchelsea Shire Hall, Gold Coin Donation.________________________

WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL
Pickleball is back! The Tennis Club is 
running every Wednesday 7pm at the 

Winchelsea Leisure Time Centre! Only $5 
a person All equipment supplied 

Wear suitable footwear
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197__________________________
RSL COMMEMORATIONS

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
At the Cairns, Main St Winchelsea 

11 November 2025 10.40 am.   
Community wreaths are welcome.

REDEDICATION OF THE RSL 
At the grandstand, Eastern Reserve

Friday 14 November 1.45pm

WINCHELSEA TENNIS CLUB
JUNIOR COACHING Mon 3.30pm 
with experienced Nicole Mullen $10__________________________

FFrriieennddss  ooff  tthhee  BBaarrwwoonn  
iinnvviittee  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr

AAnnnnuuaall  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg
22002255

DDaattee::  WWeeddnneessddaayy  33rrdd  DDeecceemmbbeerr
TTiimmee:: 66  -- 88ppmm

VVeennuuee:: JJeeffff  SSyykkeess  RRoowwiinngg  CCeennttrree
((88  BBaarrwwoonn  TTeerrrraaccee,,  SSoouutthh  GGeeeelloonngg))

AA  lliigghhtt  ssuuppppeerr  aanndd  tteeaa//ccooffffeeee  wwiillll  bbee  sseerrvveedd  
FFoorr  ccaatteerriinngg  ppuurrppoosseess,,  pplleeaassee  RR  SS  VV  PP::

ff  rr  ii  ee  nn  dd  ss  oo  ff  tt  hh  ee  bb  aa  rr  ww  oo  nn  @@  gg  mm  aa  ii  ll..  cc  oomm  

JJuussttiinn  OO’’CCoonnnnoorr wwiillll  bbee  oouurr  gguueesstt  ssppeeaakkeerr,,  
sshhaarriinngg  hhiiss  eexxppeerriieennccee  wwiitthh  iimmpprroovviinngg  ffiisshh  
ppaassssaaggee  iinn  oouurr  rriivveerrss,,  wwiitthh  aa  ffooccuuss  oonn  tthhee  

MMoooorraabbooooll  aanndd  BBaarrwwoonn  RRiivveerrss..  JJuussttiinn  lleeaaddss  
tthhee  AAqquuaattiicc  CCoonnnneeccttiivviittyy  pprrooggrraamm wwiitthh  tthhee  

AArrtthhuurr  RRyyllaahh  IInnssttiittuuttee  

WINCHELSEA OP SHOP 
Quality clothing and homewares.

10 Willis Street, Winchelsea Vic 3241
and our many customers. __________________________

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB
Large bags of pine cones for fire pits $5
Lions Club Christmas cakes Available now.

Contact Ray 0406 371 239

Winch House is looking for unwanted 
ukuleles to support a coming course"Intro to 
Ukulele". If you should have an unloved Uke 
at home and wish to donate it pls drop off at 
Winch House or ph 0408502611 to arrange 
collection. Thank you

https://jo.my/1stmodda
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What’s On

What’s on Weekly
MONDAY-FRIDAY

WINCHELSEA 
COMMUNITY HOUSE 

9am-2pm, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA 
TOY LIBRARY

9am-2pm (03) 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

MONDAY-SATURDAY
WINCHELSEA HEALTH CLUB 

Accessible - 24 hours
Eastern Reserve, 70 Hopkins St

5267 2336

MONDAY
SURF COAST SHIRE

FIRE DANGER PERIOD
Monday 24 November 2025

GROWING WINCHELSEA
WINCHELSEA ELF ON THE SHELF

8-21 December 2025
growingwinchelsea.org

CO-WORKING & STUDYING SPACE
Mon and Thurs 9am-2pm $10
Winchelsea Community House 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

MAINLY MUSIC
10-11am (school terms)
Interactive Music 0-4yrs 

St Thomas’ 25 Barwon Tce 0407838256

WINCHELSEA 
GIRL GUIDES

 4.30pm-6pm (School term)
St John’s, Mercer /Harding St 

Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630  
Lily Dell Rennie 0428 936 441

1ST MODDA/ 1ST 
WINCH SCOUTS

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share

Cubs: 6:30-8pm (School term)  
Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd 
Marie McPadden 0409 330147

VINYASA YOGA
7pm $25 Winchelsea Shire Hall, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

TUESDAY

 
Senior Citizens Centre, 

36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Elaine Atkinson 0458 009 616

1ST MODDA/ 
1ST WINCH 

SCOUTS

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share

Joeys: 5-6pm (School term)  
Scouts: 6:30-8:30pm (School term)  

Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd 
Marie McPadden 0409 330147

ZUMBA DANCE
Combined Zumba and Gold class

6:00pm-7:00pm @The Globe Theatre. 
Simone Dunmore: 0468 375 036 
zumbawithsimone09@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY
WINCH WALKERS

9:30-10.30am
Mud Hut (Opposite La Hoot Cafe)

Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea
ralexander@hesse.vic.gov.au

WINCHELSEA 
ZUMBA DANCE

Combined Zumba Fitness and Gold class. 
6:30-7:30pm @The Globe Theatre. 
Simone Dunmore: 0468 375 036 

WINCHELSEA 
MEN’S SHED

9.30am 51 Hesse St, Winchelsea
Ray Atkinson 0407839139 

winchmenshed@gmail.com

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE
Wednesdays 1- 3.00 pm

36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263

jeanshinners@gmail.com

MOTHER GOOSE 
SONG & RHYME

2pm (School term) FREE 
Winchelsea Community House, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Wednesday 1-4:pm, Friday 10am-3pm

Hesse St, Winchelsea 

STITCH IT, DONT DITCH IT!
2-4pm Wednesdays from 12 Nov

Winch Community House, Hesse St
SEWING MACHINE $ & OVERLOCKER

AVAILABLE 
Gold Coin donation

KIDS ART & CRAFT SESSIONS
4-4.45pm fortnightly Age 5+
$15 per session or $60 term

Winchelsea Community House
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA LIONS
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMPETITION

Register by Wednesday 21 November
growingwinchelsea.com

MEL’S DANCE CENTRAL 
Afternoons/evenings Pre-school - teens 

Winch Senior Citizens Club
www.melsdancecentral.com.au

CWA WINCHELSEA 
7-8.30pm 2nd Wed monthly
Senior Citizens, Harding St 
winchelsea.cwa@gmail.com

SES WINCHELSEA 
7.30pm 132500

323 Mousley Dr, Winchelsea

THURSDAY
CHAT WITH YOUR COUNCILLOR
10am-12pm First Thursday of month
Winchelsea Shire Hall 28 Hesse St, 

COWORKING & STUDYING SPACE
9am-2pm $10 5267 2028

Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
10am-12pm (School term) $5

St Thomas Hall, 27 Barwon Tce
winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL
10-11.30am 

Leisure Time Centre, Gosney St
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197

WINCHELSEA KNITTING GROUP
10.30am-12pm FREE

Winchelsea Community House, 
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

(03) 5267 2028 (03) 5267 2028

http://growingwinchelsea.org
mailto:zumbawithsimone09@gmail.com
mailto:ralexander@hesse.vic.gov.au
mailto:winchmenshed@gmail.com
mailto:jeanshinners@gmail.com
http://growingwinchelsea.com
http://www.melsdancecentral.com.au
mailto:winchelsea.cwa@gmail.com
mailto:winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com
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What’s On
This is a recurring calendar. Please confirm event details 

with the organiser/venue if you’d like to attend. 
To add an event to the calendar, 

please email news@winchelseastar.org.au
November/December

MAT PILATES 
6.45pm $25 Winchelsea Shire Hall, 

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

HELEN MARY KINIMONTH 
KINDERGARTEN

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday 13 November 2025 7pm  

HMK Kinder/Church Hall  
32 Hesse St Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA MOVIE CLUB
7.30 (3rd Thurs each month) 

Globe Theatre, Main St, Winchelsea
growingwinchelsea.com/project/

winchelsea-movie-club/

FRIDAY
TAI CHI 

9am-10am $10 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St

COMMUNITY FOODBANK
12-2pm 30 Hesse St, Winchelsea

0417 848 292

PHONICS 
WITH ROBOT REG 

10.30am (1–3 yrs) 11.30am (3–5 yrs)
(School terms) 

www.robotreg.com.au/pages/shae

CHATTY CAFÉ

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Friday’s 

10.30am – 12.30pm 

 

 

“Sip, Chat, Share, Care” 

In the Winchelsea Shire Hall. Everyone 
Welcome, Gold coin donation. 

We’re still here in the school holidays! 

 

10.30am-12.30pm, Gold Coin Donation
Winch Shire Hall, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

5267 2028

WINCHELSEA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Friday 10am-3pm
Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA REPERTORY SOCIETY
‘GRANNY GET YOUR GUN’ 

Friday 14 November 2025 7pm $60
Globe Theatre, 7 Wills St Winchelsea

www.trybooking.com/DFWZY

WINCHELSEA RSL
REDEDICATION OF THE RSL 

Friday 14/11/2025
1.45 pm at the Grandstand, 

Eastern Reserve Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA 
SENIOR CITIZENS

Fridays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
36 Harding Street, Winchelsea

Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263
jeanshinners@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA RSL
7.30 21 Nov, 12.00 19 Dec 
Winchelsea Men’s Shed,  

Hesse St, Winchelsea
David Loone 0488 165 109

GEELONG REGIONAL LIBRARY 
(MOBILE) 2-5pm 

Old Shire Hall, 28 Hesse Street
0408384331 (During scheduled stops)

SATURDAY
PARKRUN
8am Trebeck Reserve
Sussex St, Winchelsea 

www.parkrun.com.au/trebeckreserve/

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB 
IGA BBQs 

9 -12pm first Sat of month outside IGA. 
Proceeds to IGA Community Chest. 

RELOVED MARKET
9-1.30pm Sat 15 Nov

Winch Community House 28 Hesse St
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA LAND 
AND RIVERCARE

Working Bee
Citizen Scientists                  
First Saturday of the month 9am                                                                           Meet at Guye Reserve, Barwon Terrace                                                                           Rod Atone 0428 549318                                                                           Stewart Mathison 0428 672054

WINCHELSEA STAR 
PRODUCTION/COFFEE MEETING 

9-11am (Last Sat monthly)
La Hoot Cafe, Main Street

www.winchelseastar.org.au 

WINCHELSEA CROCHET GROUP
1.30pm Every 2nd Saturday $5

Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St, 
Vee 0467 219 227

CAROLS BY THE BARWON
Saturday 6 December 6pm

Winchelsea Lions Park
Bring your own chairs and blanket

Santa appearance!

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Mass 6pm each week

Harding St, Winchelsea 0404598558

WINCHELSEA 
COMMUNITY DINNER 

6.30pm (Last Sat each month)
Hall, Harding St Winchelsea

Bring plate &gold coin donation if you can

WINCHELSEA
 REPERTORY SOCIETY

‘GRANNY GET YOUR GUN’ 
Saturday 15 Nov 2025 7pm $60

Globe Theatre, 7 Wills St Winchelsea
www.trybooking.com/DFWZY

SUNDAY
RUNNING GROUP  
8am Meet at La Hoot, 

Main Street Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA 
COMMUNITY MARKET

9-1pm, 1st Sunday monthly (except Nov) 
Shire Hall car park, Main St Winch
growingwinchelsea.com/project/
winchelsea-community-market/

WINCHELSEA 
UNITING CHURCH  

Service 9.30am each week
Hesse St, Winchelsea 0475 777 301  

uca.winchelsea@gmail.com

ST THOMAS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
10am each week 

Barwon Tce, Winchelsea 
0477 672 042, 

stthomaswac@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA GOLF CLUB
THE LONGEST DAY

Sunday 16 November 5.30am 
72 Holes of Golf in One Day
Proceeds Cancer Council

5267 2660

mailto:news@winchelseastar.org.au
http://growingwinchelsea.com/project/winchelsea-movie-club/
http://growingwinchelsea.com/project/winchelsea-movie-club/
http://www.robotreg.com.au/pages/shae
http://www.trybooking.com/DFWZY
mailto:jeanshinners@gmail.com
http://www.parkrun.com.au/trebeckreserve/
http://www.winchelseastar.org.au
http://www.trybooking.com/DFWZY
http://growingwinchelsea.com/project/winchelsea-community-market/
http://growingwinchelsea.com/project/winchelsea-community-market/
mailto:uca.winchelsea@gmail.com
mailto:stthomaswac@gmail.com
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M & L DRAYTON 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
REG No 24356 C/A No C02594 

 Domestic and Rural Plumbing

 Roofing

 Sewerage & Septic

 LPG & Natural Gas Connections

 Motorised Drain Cleaning

 Backhoe Hire

Phone Mark 5288 7244 
PO BOX 98 WINCHELSEA 3241 

Mobile 0428 520 142 

Building and Construction
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We’re exploring ways to improve library services for residents 
outside of Torquay.
The Geelong Regional Library Corporation currently provides a mobile 
library bus for up to 15 hours per week across Aireys Inlet, Anglesea, 
Deans Marsh, Lorne and Winchelsea.  

We’re looking at ways to make library services more convenient, 
reliable and accessible for everyone – and we want your input.

We’re not reducing library services.  We’re considering more flexible 
options that might better meet community needs.

Options such as:
• Permanent click-and-collect locations
• Library collections co-located in community facilities with regular staff 

visits
• 24/7 library lockers or cabinets

Have your say
Complete our short survey: surfcoast.vic.gov.au/library                                         
Survey closes 30 November 2025.

Exploring new 
ways to access your                   
library locally                      
Hinterland and smaller 
coastal  communities

send your stories
news@winchelseastar.org.au

LOCAL NEWS 
and ARTICLES 
WELCOME

Email news@winchelseastar.org.au OR 
Leave hard copy at IGA Supermarket

news deadline 
5pm Fridays
4pm Sundays - hard copy left at IGA
6pm Sundays - sports results and 
weekend events

EDITOR 5273 0295  
Leave a message

ADVERTISING 5273 0294
advertising@winchelseastar.org.au

free online 
subscription
www.winchelseastar.org.au

facebook.com/TheWinchelseaStar
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 Winchelsea Taxis is now Surfcoast Taxis 
Our fleet of vehicles are growing to all late models and we are covering  

an extended area including Winchelsea, Colac, Bannockburn, Inverleigh,  
Great Ocean Road and Geelong. 

We have a fleet of 10 seater Maxi Vans, all with capacity to carry wheelchairs. 
 

Surfcoast Taxis Pty Ltd 
All Bookings: 0408 325 992 
Fax: 5267 2699 
Email: bannotaxis@gmail.com 
(Admin or Stan 0429 672 888) 
66A Batson Street 
Winchelsea 3241 

 

Accounts NDIS provider. TAC, DVA etc 
 
NDIS provider number 4050001044 
NDIS provider number 4050001048 

 

 E s t .  1 9 7 7

Leig h  L u p t o n
0 4 3 8  8 4 0  1 0 4

C h r i s  L u p t o n
0 4 0 7  6 8 1  5 1 4

Letter to the Editor
Colac Agricultural Show

At a time when conversations about 
Australia’s wool industry leave you a 
bit down in the mouth – it was a joy 
for Tarndwarncoort to be at the Colac 
Agricultural Show on 1 November to share 
what the wool industry looks and feels 
like at the grassroots level in regional 
Australia.  

The Sheep Pavilion showed well-bred 
local Suffolk, Polwarth, Corriedale, 
English Leicester who were up for pats 
and judging. Trestle tables laden with 
fleece showed the difference in wool 
across breeds. A blade shearer let 
showgoers get up close to see how calm 
the sheep was for its annual clip. 

In a newly painted corner, several crafters 
formed a line-up of rhythmic spinning 
wheels, making the connection between 
sheep and “string”, while a weaver made 
cloth to complete the transformation.  

Over in the Homecraft Pavilion a new 
section saw 19 entries in Wool Spinning 
to help exhibit the talent of our local wool 
crafters and profile local fibres. 

After 159 years, with a full spectrum of 
sheep and wool across industry and 
culture, it was heartening to see at the 
grassroots, wool is still celebrated and 
cherished. 

Tom
Tarndwarncoort Homestead
Princes Hwy. Warncoort, VIC 3243
 



 22    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025 22    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025

Winchelsea, Anglesea & Lorne

Annual General Meet ing
Come along to our AGM meeting for
2024/2025

secretary@corangamitefs
.com.au or phone 0427
099 410

RSV
P 

Tim
e

Wh
en

Whe
re

6pm till
8pmAnglesea Bowls
Club Cameron
Road, Anglesea

Tuesday 18th
November

1
5

 

YOU’RE
INVITED

Corangamite Financial Services  

Annual General Meeting
Come along to our AGM meeting 2024/2025

When    Tuesday 18  November 2025th

Special Guest Speaker David Robertson named 
in the Australian Financial Review as the
‘most accurate cash rate forecaster’!

Time      6pm till 8pm

Where   Anglesea Bowls Club
                 15 Cameron Road, Anglesea 

RSVP    secretary@corangamitefs.com.au                           
                 or  phone 0427 099 410 

Light super provided 

Community Bank AGM 
welcomes Guest Economist 
David “Robbo” Robertson
Michelle Stock
Corangamite Financial Services Ltd, 
Community Bank Winchelsea, Anglesea 
and Lorne invites all shareholders, 
customers, and community members 
to attend its upcoming Annual General 
Meeting, to be held at this year at the 
Anglesea Bowls Club on Monday 18 
November at 6.00pm.

This year’s meeting will feature special 
guest speaker, Mr David “Robbo” 
Robertson, Chief Economist and Head 
of Economics and Markets Research at 
Bendigo Bank. Known for his insightful 
and entertaining approach to global and 
domestic financial trends, Robbo will 
share his perspective on the state of the 
Australian economy, interest rate outlooks, 
and the forces shaping our financial future 
into 2026.

David Robertson joined Bendigo Bank 2
3 years ago as Head of Financial Markets 
and now leads the bank’s economic and 
market research team. His distinguished 
career spans several major institutions, 
including the State Bank of NSW, First 
Chicago, and the Commonwealth Bank. 
Over the years, his deep understanding 
of economics and approachable 
communication style have made him one 
of Australia’s most engaging economic 
commentators. Many will recognise him 
from his popular YouTube economic 
updates, where his fresh, relatable insights 
attract a loyal audience from across the 
country.

The Annual General Meeting is an 
opportunity for everyone to learn more 
about the achievements of the Community 
Bank across the region, with branches 
in Winchelsea, Anglesea and Lorne and 
how its profits are reinvested to benefit our 
local towns. Attendees will also have the 
chance to hear about upcoming projects, 
partnerships, and community initiatives 
supported through the bank’s ongoing 
commitment to building stronger, more 
connected communities.

All are welcome to attend, whether 
you’re a shareholder, a customer, or 
simply interested in learning more about 
community banking and the economic 
landscape that affects us all.

A light supper will be provided following 
the meeting.

To assist with catering, please RSVP to 
secretary@corangamitefs.com.au.

mailto:secretary@corangamitefs.com.au
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Mícheál P O’Dhonnabháin has lived in the 
Winchelsea area since 2010. 
Michael completed a Bachelor in History 
and Anthropology and a Master of Cultural 
Heritage at Deakin University, then went on 
to complete a PhD at Federation University, 
focusing on colonial and European collections 
of Indigenous Australian Cultural Heritage. 
Michael lectured at Federation and Monash 

Universities, lecturing in World History, Folklore Studies, Indigenous 
Studies and literary studies. Michael has worked in museums and 
cultural collections across Victoria, and can usually be seen in and 
about Winchelsea with his wolfhound.

History & Culture

history of  winchelsea 
Janet and William Stirling, shopkeepers in Winchelsea in the 1860s

Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025     23  

This week's story is about William and Janet Stirling. Next week 
will be their nephew, also called William Stirling. 

William Stirling (1806-1865) Born 1 Jun 1806 in Springbank, 
Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom. He immigrated to 
Victoria with his family and settled in Winchelsea.

Last week’s article looked at the Barwon Hotel (The Bottom Pub) 
established by William’s brother, James Stirling. In 1853, the Inn 
included a Store and Blacksmith shop, and remained the main 
General Store in Winchelsea until approximately 1865 when his 
brother William Stirling opened the General Store on the corner 
of Main and Palmer St on the site of the current Bendigo Bank. 
Mr. W. Stirling's store included the Post Office. By 1877 the mail 
came and departed one day a month, via the train.

All Winchelsea locals today know Ashwani and Sukoon and 
family from our local IGA as the storekeepers of our local 
community. We remember when Ashwani recently very 
generously donated $1100 to the Op Shop, among the many 
other contributions the family has made to our town. Our colonial 
storekeepers were just as central to the local community.

Janet Johnston Stirling 
Image Courtesy Anne Doburn

William married Janet Johnston (1815-1904) in Glasgow on  
20 July 1840. Sixteen years later, they emigrated to Geelong on 
the ship the “Admiral Boxer” from Liverpool with six children and 
Janet’s mother. William worked as crew on the ship. The family 
arrived in Geelong on 9 March 1857 and lived for the first three 
years between Gordon Avenue and Aberdeen Street, known at 
that time as Little Scotland.

William and Janet had nine children, two of whom died young, 
the youngest James Thomas (b 1858 in Winchelsea) was the 
only one born in Australia. Janet Stirling grew vegetables on 
a large plot near the present Winchelsea bridge and gave her 
produce away to the needy.

In 1860 William Stirling was listed as a house and landholder and 
he sat on the original Winchelsea Road District Board,  
the precursor to the Winchelsea Shire Council. In 1861 he was 
on the Committee for the Winchelsea Public Library. He was 
also one of the founders of the Western Beach Sea Bathing 
Company. 

Will Stirling’s General Store 
Cnr Main and Palmer Streets Winchelsea, 
on the site of the current Community Bank

Image courtesy State Library Victoria

William was a member of the Ancient Independent Order 
of Oddfellows, a fraternal and philanthropic organization in 
Winchelsea from its inception in 1862. He passed away in 
August 1864 aged fifty-eight. About fifty of the brethren met at 
the Lodge Room, wearing ancient regalia and black silk scarfs. 
The A.I.O.O.F led the funeral procession, the pall bearers being 
D.G.M. Bio. the Rev E. Tanner, Bro. George Anderson,  
Bro. George Lee, and Bro. Secretary R. Davies. The procession 
marched slowly in time with the tolling of the church bell, and the 
Loyal Winchelsea flag flew half-mast. 

The Geelong Advertiser reports “A great number of respectable 
persons, both old and young … forming part of the procession. 
Rev' L Sheldon performed the funeral service, and at the close  
of the service brother "the Rev E. Tanner" read the funeral 
oration, as adopted by the Order, and members of the Order 
took turns in throwing sprigs of thyme into the grave. Stirling 
was remembered by his community as a truly honest and 
conscientious man.

Another William Stirling who was his nephew, son of his brother 
James Sterling who owned the Barwon Inn Hotel (Bottom Pub), 
was key in the formation of early Winchelsea, and we will hear 
more about him next week.
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2025 Christmas Lights Competition 
Winchelsea Lights Up for Christmas
Growing Winchelsea
The festive season is set to sparkle again as the Winchelsea 
Lions Club, in partnership with Growing Winchelsea, launches 
the 2025 Christmas Lights Competition.
Residents are encouraged to decorate their homes and register 
to take part in this year’s dazzling display. Entries close 
Wednesday 21 November 2025, with judging by the Lions Club 
commencing early December.
“Let’s connect our town with lights, laughter, and festive spirit as 
neighbours decorate their homes and share the joy of Christmas,” 
said Graham Kenafacke, President Winchelsea Lions.
A family BBQ and presentation will be held on Sunday  
21 December 2025 at 1pm at the Mud Hut, where winners will be 
announced.
Registered homes will feature in the popular Winchelsea Star 
Christmas Lights Trail feature on 2 December 2025. Additional 
copies will be distributed throughout the community to ensure 
everyone can enjoy the trail.

Entry forms are available at: www.growingwinchelsea.com
Completed entries or inquiries can be directed to:
Elaine Atkinson, Growing Winchelsea Secretary
secretary@growingwinchelsea.com 0458 009 616

Winchelsea Lions Club
PO Box 78, Winchelsea VIC 3241

winchelsea.vic@lions.org.au 0448339003
https://winchelsealionsclub.org.au/

REGISTRATION FORM 
Christmas Lights Competition 2025
Name: ______________________________________

Address of Display: _____________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

Email: ______________________________________
Permission
p I give permission for my home / business to be photographed 
and/or included in the Winchelsea Christmas Lights Trail, 
published in the Christmas Program produced by Winchelsea 
Star and available from Tuesday 2 December 2025.

Signature: _____________________ Date: __ / __ / 2025

Important Information
•	 Entries close: 21 November 2025
•	 The Christmas Lights Trail addresses will be available 

throughout Winchelsea from 2 December 2025.
•	 Winners will be announced at the Family Christmas BBQ 

at 1.00 pm on Sunday 21 December 2025 at the Mud Hut
•	 Prizes awarded by the Winchelsea Lions Club

Winchelsea businesses unite to bring 
Christmas Magic to town
Growing Winchelsea

The Winchelsea Christmas Elf Trail 2025 
has officially reached capacity, with 15 
local businesses joining forces to make 
Winchelsea shine with festive cheer this 
December.

Running from 8-21 December 2025, the Elf 
Trail invites families to explore local shops, 
find hidden elves, and experience the joy of 
shopping locally. Participating businesses 
will offer festive treats, special offers, and a 
warm Christmas welcome to visitors young 
and old.

The event is part of the broader Christmas in Winchelsea 
celebration, which includes the Carols by the Barwon, Christmas 
Market, Christmas Lights Competition, Twinkle Trees on Main 
and a special community feature in the Winchelsea Star.

“The response from local businesses has been absolutely 
fantastic,” said John Tebbutt, President of Growing Winchelsea.  
“We’re thrilled to see so many stepping up to create something 
magical for our community. It’s this kind of spirit that truly makes 
Winchelsea sparkle at Christmas.”

Businesses who missed out this year are encouraged to register 
early in 2026, as the event continues to grow in popularity and 
community support.

For more information about the Christmas in Winchelsea 
program, visit www.growingwinchelsea.com

http://www.growingwinchelsea.com
mailto:secretary@growingwinchelsea.com
mailto:winchelsea.vic@lions.org.au
https://winchelsealionsclub.org.au/
http://www.growingwinchelsea.com
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Have you picked up your Twinkle Tree?
Growing Winchelsea

We were spreading Christmas cheer early with our Twinkle 
Trees on Main decorating workshop at the Community Market  
last Sunday 9 November.

•	 Families picked up their trees at the Men’s Shed BBQ stall 
at the market

•	 They got a hand from our Men’s Shed volunteers if they had 
any tricky bits at the workshop

•	 Then most of them decorated their trees at the workshop 
(paint drying took around 2 hrs)!

•	 A few brought their own paints, lights and decorations- 
some extras were on hand.  

Some families took their tree home to decorate and they will 
drop them off on the morning of 19/11/25 to the Men’s Shed for 
safe storage until installation along Main Street late November.  

You got to be in it to win it!

Let’s make Winchelsea shine bright together!

Winchelsea Railway Station shines 
thanks to dedicated volunteers
Growing Winchelsea

The Winchelsea Railway Station has undergone a stunning 
transformation, thanks to the ongoing efforts of the local 
Stationeers volunteer group. Over the past two years, this 
passionate team has worked tirelessly to beautify the station 
precinct—bringing new life and pride to one of the town’s historic 
landmarks.

The newly refurbished seat highlights just one of many 
improvements that now make the Winchelsea Railway Station 

a true gateway to the town.

The project has included a vibrant mural, rejuvenated gardens, 
pruning of the much-loved heritage roses, and the addition of 
new planter boxes now filled with hardy native plants. Together, 
these improvements have created a warm and welcoming 
environment for travellers and locals alike.

A recent highlight is the installation of a beautifully restored 
seat—originally from Geelong and now given a second life at 
Winchelsea. Members of the local Men’s Shed meticulously 
dismantled, sanded, and repainted the bench, ensuring it looks 
as good as new. The refurbished seat now takes pride of place 
beside the one of the new planter boxes, providing a perfect spot 
to sit and admire the results of the community’s hard work.

“This project is a wonderful example of what can be achieved 
when community spirit and teamwork come together,” said 
Graham Kenafacke. “Our volunteers have shown tremendous 
dedication, and the results speak for themselves.”

The Stationeers project has been made possible through 
generous support from the Surf Coast Shire Vic Track, Keep 
Victoria Beautiful and V/Line, whose backing has helped 
transform the precinct into a welcoming and attractive space that 
celebrates both the town’s history and its community pride.
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ACCOUNTANT
STS Accounting 	 5267 2673
AGRICULTURAL
Southern Grain 	 5267 2351
ANTIQUES
Antique Repairs 	 0428 672 704
AUTOMOTIVE
SJR Automotive 	 0423 413 829
Winchelsea Auto 	 5267 3001
BANK
Bendigo Bank 	 5267 3189
BUILDERS
Alford Built 	 0408 583 362
Lupton Builders 	 0438 840 104
MGT Building 	 0409 433 687
CAFE
Café La Hoot 	 0407 528 999
CHIROPRACTOR
One Body 	 5267 2240
CHURCHES
Anglican 	 0448 687 588
Catholic 	 0404 598 558
Uniting 	 0475 777 301
CLUBS
Girl Guides 	 0448 672 630
Golf 	 5267 2660
Lions 	 4224 0226
Movie 	 0409 672 054
Probus 	 0417 467 927
Scouts 	 0409 330 147
COMMUNITY
Community 
House 	 5267 2028
Foodbank 	 0417 848 292
Mainly Music 	 0407 838 256
Men’s Shed 	 0407 839 139
Playgroup 	 0432 019 944
RSL 	 0488 165 109
Senior Citizens 	 0427 672 263

Toy Library 	 5267 2028
CONCRETER
AMA Concreting 	 0411 871 950
Vince Concreter 	 0412 840 704
Winchelsea Concreting 	 0438 235 237
DANCE
Mel’s Dance 	 0400 874 338
ELECTRICIAN
Green Lead Electrical 	 0467 097 101
EMERGENCY
Police 	 5267 2025
SES 1	 32 500
ENTERTAINMENT
COPACC 	 5232 9418
EXCAVATORS
DownRyte Excavations 	 0409 447 288
Trenches & Holes 	 0427 672 945
FENCING
Direct Temporary 	 0417 310 800
FRAMER
R&K Creative Framing 	 5267 2192
FUNERAL
Tuckers Funeral 	 5221 4788
FURNITURE
Worpel Custom 	 0439 013 145
GYM
Sunny Gym 	 0401 417 387
HEALTH SERVICES
Hesse Rural Health 	 5257 1200
Winchelsea Medical 	 5292 8028
HIRE
Colac Hire 	 5232 1177
Tip Truck Hire 	 0412 840 704
LAWYER
Wighton’s Lawyers 	 5221 8777
MOWERS
All About Mowers 	 5267 2266

NURSERIES
Oz Trees Nursery 	 5233 6280
OSTEOPATHICS
Dr Kale Mazurek 	 0417 114 617
Winchelsea Osteo 	 5267 2948
PAINTER
South-West Painting 	 0431 719 218
PLUMBERS
M&L Drayton 	 0428 520 142
M&B Wood 	 0418 319 357
Simco Plumbing 	 0400 643 976
QUARRIES
RAK Davis & Sons	 5267 2094
REAL ESTATE
Charles Stewart 	 5231 5400
Elders 	 0418 525 609
HF Richardson 	 5229 8017
SCHOOL
Primary School 	 5267 2134
SPORTS
Park Run 	 0408 102 802
Pickleball 	 0438 672 197
STEELWORK
MRP Steelworx 	 0418 672 234
STORAGE
Storage King 	 5267 3116
SUPERMARKET
IGA 	 5267 2676
TAXIS
Surfcoast Taxi 	 0408 325 992
Winchelsea Taxi 	 0429 672 888
VET
Moriac Vet 	 0447 781 089
WATER
Water Supply Specialists 	 5231 1861
Wazza’s Water Cartage 	 0428 877 260

Shop local - Support our supporters 
DIRECTORY

122563
2256363
256Call Wazza 

Mob: 0428 877 260
Email: wazza@wazzas.com.au    Web: wazzaswater.com

Water Delivery

WAZZA’S
WATER CARTAGE

Stainless Tanker Up to 22,000 ltr loads
Barwon Water Registered

Domestic & Rural Water Supplies

By Doug Burns est. 1976 
 All Furniture 
 French polishing 
 Carving 
 Veneering 
 Wood Turning 
 Porcelain 

 
 

Unusual Requests Welcome 
 

180 Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea 
 

0428 672 704 

Antique Repairs 
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Interested in Movies?  
Join up for 2025 Spring Season.  

Movie starts 7.30 pm monthly at Globe Theatre.  

Membership $40 for all 5 nights incl supper.   

Contact:  Jenny: 0409 672054      Sue : 0413 487915 

Movies@growingwinchelsea.com  

www.growingwinchelsea.com/projects  
 

August 21t                The Courier 

September 18th      The Old Oak 

October 16th           Wicked Little Letters 

November 20th       Anatomy of a Fall 

December 11h         A Street Cat Named Bob 

 

August 21st                 The Courier  

September 18th        The Old Oak  

October 16th              Wicked Little Letters 

November 20th         Anatomy of a Fall  

December 11th         A Street Cat Named Bob 

November 20th 
Anatomy of a Fall

December 11th 
A Street Cat Named Bob

 

All money raised used 
for local community 

4224 0226 

PAPER  
RECYCLING 

Paper depot rear of  
Senior Citizens 

Rooms 
Harding Street 
NEWSPAPERS 
MAGAZINES 

PHONE BOOKS 
 
 

Winchelsea
Community 
Foodbank

Fridays, 12 - 2PM
30-32 Hesse Street Winchelsea

For more info, contact Tess
healthpromotion@hesse.vic.gov.au

0417 848 292

All welcome
No eligibility requirements

 

Board director opportunities at Hesse Rural Health 
The Minister for Health, the Hon. Mary-Anne Thomas MP, is 
pleased to invite applications for part time board director positions 
at Hesse Rural Health. The positions start on 1 July 2026, for up 
to three years. These positions provide an exciting opportunity for 
persons with an interest in making a difference in the health sector 
and have the knowledge and skills for ensuring health care is 
delivered safely and effectively, with public money used to the 
benefit of all Victorians. As a director you will be doing more than 
just contributing your time or knowledge. Being appointed to a 
hospital board places you in a position of trust. You will play an 
important role in providing leadership, accountability and integrity in 
the delivery of healthcare across Victoria. Applicants are selected 
for their capabilities, including personal and professional 
experience, knowledge, and skills that contribute to the strategic 
leadership and oversight of healthcare for the Victorian community. 
It is preferable that applicants reside in Victoria or, within the border 
community of those hospitals near the New South Wales and South 
Australian borders. While Victorian public health boards are based 
on capabilities, boards are more effective when these capabilities 
also represent the richness of the diverse voices of Victorian 
communities. We encourage First Nations people, people living 
with a disability, people from culturally diverse backgrounds, people 
who identify as LGBTIQA+, gender equality, and upholding human 
rights. 
Applications close at Midnight Sunday 23 November 2025. 
Further information about Victorian health service boards and how 
to apply, please go to the following 
website: www.health.vic.gov.au/board-applications  
For all enquiries regarding the Board, please contact  
Kate Lockhart, Executive Assistant  
on (03) 5267 1200 or email kate.lockhart@hesse.vic.gov.au 
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hospitals near the New South Wales and South Australian borders. 
 
While Victorian public health boards are based on capabilities, boards are more effective when these 
capabilities also represent the richness of the diverse voices of Victorian communities. We encourage First 
Nations people, people living with a disability, people from culturally diverse backgrounds, people who 
identify as LGBTIQA+, gender equality, and upholding human rights. 
 
Applications close at Midnight Sunday 23 November 2025. 
 
Further information about Victorian health service boards and how to apply, please go to the following 
website: www.health.vic.gov.au/board-applications  
 
For all enquiries regarding the Board, please contact Kate Lockhart, Executive Assistant on  
(03) 5267 1200 or email kate.lockhart@hesse.vic.gov.au   
 
 



 28    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025 28    Winchelsea Star 11 November 2025

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

TH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chatty Café 

Friday’s  

10.30am – 12.30pm 

“Sip, Chat, Share, Care” 

In the Winchelsea Shire 
Hall. Everyone Welcome, 

Gold coin donation. 

 

Next Session: 15th Nov 
Oct 

We want to hear from you! 

Winch House is here to support you 
and our community.  

We are always keen to hear from 
you about services, programs or 

events you’d like to see happening 
in the community centre and Shire 

Hall. 
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VLINE TRAIN SERVICES
TO MELBOURNE:
Mon - Fri 	 6.21(coach) 07.55, 11.10,
	 14.04, 16.58, 19.21
Sat - Sun 	 9:34, 14.04, 16.58 19.18
TO WARRNAMBOOL:
Mon - Fri 	 8.58, 11.51, 14.46, 17.28 (coach), 	
	 18.43, 20.53
Sat - Sun 	 8:48, 11.41, 14.46, 20.38

SURF COAST 
MOBILE LIBRARY

Cnr Princes Highway & Hesse St, 
Fridays, 2pm-5pm 

Parked in Hesse Street (outside Shire Hall)  
Fridays 2:00 and 5:00pm 

unless it is a Public Holiday.

WINCHELSEA GIRL GUIDES
All girls 6yrs-15yrs Welcome!

Mondays 4.30pm-6pm (school terms)
Catholic Church Hall, Harding St Winchelsea

Fun, friendship, and adventure. Teamwork, 
leadership skills, achieve goals, improve 

communities and grow in confidence.
3 FREE sessions to come along and try.

Yvonne 0448 672 630 or Lily 0428 936 441

COUNTRY 
WOMEN’S 

ASSOCIATION 

7pm second Wednesday of month  
Winchelsea Senior Citizens’ Hall 
36 Harding Street Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
Every second Thursday 10am-12pm 

St Thomas Anglican Church Hall 
cnr Barwon Tce and Hopkins St, 

Winchelsea 
Contact: Danni Menzies 0432019944  

winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com 
Facebook - Winchelsea Playgroup 2019 

New families welcome

1st Modda & 1st Winch 
SCOUT GROUP

Joeys: Tues 5-6pm (school terms)  
Cubs: Mon 6:30-8pm (school terms) 

Scouts: Tues 6:30-8:30pm (school terms)
Venturers: Weds 

Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd
Venturers: Walton’s Rd Venturer Den 

Contact Marie McPadden 0409 330147

Winchelsea and District  
COMBINED 

PROBUS CLUB 
st Mondae month at 10am.  Senior Citizens Rooms,  

New members always welcome. 
Enquiries Lorraine 0417 467 927

WINCHELSEA TRANSFER STATION
55 Cressy Road, Winchelsea
Tuesday 	 2pm-4pm	
Saturday 	 1.30-3.30pm
Thursday 	 2pm-4pm	
Sunday 	 9.30-12.30pm

Closed Christmas Day,  
but open on other public holidays.

www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/disposalsites

Services & Activities In Winchelsea

Anj Batson
8 February 2016 · 

Share
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Winchelsea 
Churches

Thought for the Week 
“Often people attempt to live their lives

backwards: They try to have more 
thingsor more money, in order to do 

more ofwhat they want, 
so they will be happier.

The way it actually works is the reverse.
You must first be who you really are,

then do what you need to do,
in order to have what you want.

Think about it.”
Have a Blessed week.

John Bader, 
Christian Pastoral Carer

Freepik

Winchelsea 
Uniting Church  

0475 777 301 
uca.winchelsea@gmail.com 
Hesse St, Winchelsea 3241
Services 9.30am Sundays

St John the Baptist 
Catholic Church 

0404 598 558 
Father Joseph Panackal  

Harding St, Winchelsea 3241 
WINCHELSEA - St. John the Baptist 

@ 5pm Sat. Nov. 15, 29 
MEREDITH St. Joseph  

@ 9am Nov. 16, 30 
BANNOCKBURN St. Mary MacKillop 

@ 11am Sun. Nov. 16, 23, 30 
INVERLEIGH Sacred Heart 

@ 4pm Sun. Nov.16

St Thomas’ 
Anglican Church  

0448 687 588 
Rev Christopher Duff 

Barwon Tce, Winchelsea
Service 10am Sundays

Help is available
Speak with someone today

Available 24 hours

13 11 14

OR Contact Tess:
healthpromotion@hesse.vic.gov.au

0417 848 292

Join a 
Winchelsea

Community Kitchen

Scan the QR code to sign up

Learn
Cooking skills, budgeting and recipe’s

Cook
With a small group on a regular basis

Share
A delicious meal cooked together 

Landcare Event 
Rescheduled to Saturday 
December 6 at 9am 
You may have seen this event advertised 
last month which was unfortunately 
cancelled due to the weather.
It has now been rescheduled to 
Saturday December 6 at 9am. It will be 
held at Guye Reserve in Barwon Terrace 
along with our regular working bee.

Citizen scientists and nature enthusiasts 
and invited to an introductory session on 
using iNaturaliste – the online biodiversity 
citizen science platform that records and 
identifies all types of flora and fauna. 
Learn to upload observations by practising 
with some intriguing macroinvertebrates 
from the river.
Stewart Mathison 0428 672054     
Rod Stone 0428 549318

mailto:uca.winchelsea@gmail.com


Winchelsea Golf Club
Ladies Captain, Robyn Vesey

45 Anderson Street, Winchelsea 3241 Tel 5267 2660 winchelseagolf.com.au

Winchelsea Golf Club
 · 29 March

Like Comment Share

Write a comment…

Sport & Exercise
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Rachel Boddington

RESULTS 

5/11/25 - Mid Week/Weekly Stableford 
13 Players
1st - Neil Hickman (12) 37 points
2nd - Stephen Harvey (17) 36 points
BDL - Cam Parke (10) 32 points
BDL - Max Bubb (13) 30 points
NTP (8th/17th) - Cam Parke 

Ladies Results 5/11/25 - Stroke Competition 
NTP 6th
Winner: Robyn Vesey 100-25-75
R/Up: Sue Cuthbert 114-33-81 Cb from Elizabeth Alston

Had the play off for Medal of Medalists between Elizabeth 
Alston, Di Bartel and Sue Cuthbert. Sue won on a count back 
from Elizabeth to win her first Medal of Medalists. We had the 
play off for the Silver Spoon between Elizabeth, Tara Steward 
and Sue. Sue has taken the Silver Spoon for 2025. Summer 
comp starts next week.

8/11/25 - Hugh & Rodney Robertson Memorial - Par 
12 Players
1st - Max Bubb (13) Square 
2nd - Tara Steward (20) 1 Down 

BDL- Daryl Boddington (14) 4 Down C/B
NTP (2nd/11th) - Neil Hickman 
Golden Hole (15th) - Bill Spencer 

Coming up this week:
Wednesday's Weekly Stableford 
Saturday Stableford

DON'T FORGET:

Our A.G.M. is Thursday 20 November, 7pm
If you want to get involved, this is your opportunity. 

Presentation Night is Saturday 22nd November, 6pm  
$30 per head.

http://winchelseagolf.com.au
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WINCH HOUSE AGM 2025
Chair’s Annual Report
Monique Jacques, Chair Winch House

It has been a year of change and growth for Winchelsea 
Community House. Earlier in March this year, our elected 
Chairperson, Mr Tony Phelps, was successfully elected to Surf 
Coast Shire Council. We congratulate Tony on this wonderful 
achievement and thank him sincerely for his leadership and 
dedication. Following Tony stepping down, I was honoured to 
step into the role of Chairperson, and I am excited to continue 
building on the great work already underway.

This year, much of the Committee’s focus has been on strong 
governance - especially ongoing review and updating of policies 
and procedures, particularly in relation to our Occasional Care 
Service. While this work is time-consuming, it is absolutely vital to 
ensure compliance and, most importantly, to keep delivering safe, 
high-quality services for our community.

But governance is only part of the story. What really inspires us is 
seeing the Community House in action. Every week, people of all 
ages walk through our doors to learn, connect, share skills, and 
enjoy being part of something bigger. Whether it’s a class, a group, 
a training session, or a community gathering - our House continues 
to be a place where people feel welcome and supported.

The beautiful Shire Hall space has also been a highlight - hosting 
a wide range of activities, training, and events, as well as 
providing a unique venue for private venue hire and functions. It’s 
wonderful to see this space alive with energy and being used in 
so many different ways.

Looking ahead, we want to 
hear from you - our community. 
What do you want to see at 
your Community House? What 
activities, groups, or services 
would make a difference in your 
life or someone else’s? Please come and have a chat with our 
friendly staff, share your ideas, and help us shape the future of 
our programs.

Finally, I’d like to extend a heartfelt invitation to anyone who 
may be interested in joining our Committee of Management. 
Like many community organisations, we are always looking for 
new members. If you have skills to share - or simply a passion 
for contributing to your local community - we would love to 
welcome you on board. Being part of the Committee is a 
rewarding way to help ensure our Community House continues 
to thrive for years to come.

Thank you to all our staff, volunteers, and community members 
for your energy, commitment, and support throughout the year. 
Together, we make Winchelsea Community House the warm, 
vibrant, and welcoming place that it is today.
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Winchelsea Football Netball Club Inc
Hopkins St, Winchelsea winchelseafnc@hotmail.com

Junior Netball
Shae Callahan

Winchelsea Blues
 · 9 September 2022

Like Comment Share

Write a comment…

11

Sport & Exercise
 

Under 10s
No game this week due to the Melbourne Cup long weekend.

Under 11s
No game this week due to the Melbourne Cup long weekend.

Under 13s Pink
Our junior U13s team have found it to be a big step up from 
their very successful U11s season last year. To their credit, 
they are taking their learnings onto the court each week and 
always coming off with smiles on their faces. We’re sure this 
talented group will continue to adjust and hit their stride in the 
coming games.
Defeated by St Mary’s 20–3.

Under 13s Blue
Our senior U13s team had their first win for the season! After 
a great comeback last week where they narrowly went down 
by one goal, they came out firing early and finished strong to 

defeat Armstrong Creek 25–13. It was an impressive effort 
from everyone on the court, especially with two players down. 
A big thank you to Lily, who stepped into the team brilliantly.

Under 15s
The girls had a really strong game this week, and their hard 
work showed in the final result. From the goal end to defence, 
the team worked together beautifully and demonstrated great 
teamwork and determination. It was fantastic to see the girls 
get a well-deserved win, defeating Bell Post Hill 31–3.

Under 17s
No game this week due to the Melbourne Cup long weekend.

The atmosphere was electric at training on Thursday night 
with the senior preseason squad returning to Winchelsea. It 
was fantastic to see huge numbers on the court so early into 
preseason, with both familiar faces and new players mixing 
and mingling with such positive energy. The excitement is 
already building — we’re all looking forward to an amazing 
2026 season at Winchelsea!
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Shae Callahan

Winchelsea Junior Summer Competition Report

mailto:winchelseafnc@hotmail.com
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Osteopathic Clinic
W   I   N   C   H   E   L   S   E   A

Back pain   •   Neck pain   •   Sporting injuries   •   Headaches   •   Shoulder pain   •   Sciatica
Ph: 5267 2948
34 Main Street, Winchelsea (within The Exchange)

Book online at: 
www.winchelseaosteopathicclinic.com.au

15 Murrell Street, Winchelsea

For all your livestock, rural real estate and property
management needs, speak to the Charles Stewart team

5231 5400

Livestock
Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Jamie McConachy 0418 522 879
Matthew Nelson 0428 315 400
Gerard Bohan 0400 005 541
Dougal McIntyre 0439 575 612

Property Management - 5231 5011
Sarah Higgs Nathan Gray Daniella De Rooy

Real Estate
Michael Stewart 0418 520 467
Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Andrew Rice 0457 105 500
Josh Lamanna 0417 586 032
Daryl Oborne 0419 388 341
Anthony McDonald 0418 593 597

Get yours and your families health back naturally 
Empower yourselves for life-long health & wellness

Perform and play at your absolute best

Neurologically-Focused, Holistic Family 
Health Care

Here for your Vitality...03 52672240 21 Hesse St Winchelsea
www.onebodychiropractic.com.au

 

All money raised used for local community 

PAPER  
LOGS & ROLLS 

No Chainsaw Needed 
Made By Recycled Paper 
Environmentally Friendly 
Ash Good For Garden 

 
 
 
 
   

 By using paper logs you save trees 

1 Roll  
$2 

Pack of 4 Logs 
$5 

Contact Alan  
0476 475 422
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Have your say: draft Service Review Policy
Council is seeking the community’s feedback on a new policy that will help 
prioritise and guide future reviews of its services.

Council delivers more than 100 services, designed to meet a wide and evolving 
range of community needs and priorities. 

The Draft Service Review Policy recognises that all services should be regularly 
reviewed to check that they are:

• being provided in an equitable manner;

• accessible to the people they’re intended for;

• providing good value to the community; and

• can be delivered in a way that allows Council to remain financially sustainable.

The draft policy features nine principles that would be considered when carrying 
out service reviews in future. 

Check out the principles and have your say about Council’s decision making 
process for services delivered to the community:                                                                                                              
yoursay.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/service-review-policy

Aircraft deployed as 
Victoria prepares  
for the fire season
Victorian Government 
 
Ahead of what’s expected to be a 
significant and elevated fire season, 
Victoria has strengthened its bushfire 
preparedness by deploying firefighting 
aircraft ahead of schedule to key parts of 
the State.

A total of 15 regional aircraft will start 
their service period early in key locations 
including Ballarat, Stawell and Ovens 
Valley. These aircraft can be moved 
across the state according to risk.

Victoria’s aerial firefighting fleet is made 
up of a mix of firebombing aircraft, air 
supervision and information-gathering 
aircraft, and plays an important role in 
supporting the ground operations of 
firefighters.

Victoria also has a call-when-needed 
capacity of up to 100 aircraft that can 
supplement the Victorian core fleet, which 
is available year-round.

The remainder of this year’s aerial 
firefighting fleet will arrive over the next 
month and into early December and are 
contracted until late March. These can be 
extended, if required.

Victoria is facing heightened fire risk this 
year due to low rainfall across the state, 
particularly in south-west Victoria, south-
west Gippsland, the Mornington Peninsula 
and the Wimmera.

For more information on how you can 
prepare for fires and other emergencies, 
download the VicEmergency app or visit 
emergency.vic.gov.au.  

http://emergency.vic.gov.au
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CARTAGE 
CONTRACTORS 

� WINCHELSEA � 
SUPPLIER OF ALL QUARRY MATERIALS, TRUCK HIRE 

CARTAGE OF GRAIN, LIME, GYPSUM & SUPER 

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLIES 

56 WILLIS ST, WINCHELSEA 

Ph - 5267 2094 
Ryan - 0438 672 281 
email: rakdavissons@gmail.com

... for a life worth celebrating

PH: 5221 4788    
   www.tuckers.com.au

 AFDA Member

Generations of Care 
and Compassion.

By appointment only

22 Willis Street, Winchelsea
ph. 5221 8777

www.wightons.com.au

Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Debt Collection
Property Law

Wills & Estates
Powers of Attorney

Business Law
Family LawFamily Law

Ian Whiting (Board Chair), Carissa Brock (CEO), and the Board of Directors 
extend a warm invitation to the 31st Annual General Meeting of 

Hesse Rural Health Service

2025 Annual General Meeting

Guest speaker: Dr Rachel Tindall (PhD), 
Director, Barwon Local Health Service Network

RSVP by 24th Nov
(03) 5267 1200 or reception@hesse.vic.gov.au

WED 26 NOV
AT 3PM

Livestream available

THE HUB
70 Hopkins St,

Winchelsea 3241

SIMPLE STORAGE SOLUTIONS

YOUR STORAGE PROBLEMS SOLVED

• Personal & Business Storage

• Boat, Caravan & Vehicle Storage

• High Security Premises

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Electric Gate Access

• 7 Day Access & CCTV

5267 3116
6 ALSOP DRIVE, WINCHELSEA 3241
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Winchelsea Bowls Club welcomes all visitors  Our Club has a beautiful garden setting in the heart of the town. 
For the complete newcomer to lawn bowls, looking for a sporting activity that promises much fun and enjoyment 
with a competitive element, then the friendly, welcoming atmosphere of our Bowling Club is be the place to be

 

Winchelsea Bowls Club
Julie Johnson

45 Hesse Street, Winchelsea, VIC (03) 5267 2241 winchelsea.bowls.com.au

Sport & Exercise
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PERSONAL TRAINING
STRENGTH CLASSES
KIDS KUNG FU
BOXING
0401417387
sunnygym.com.au
evan@sunnygym.com.au

Strength training and martial arts
for the whole family in Winchelsea

Intro Deal:$35 for2 weeks*

*group classes only, excludes persoanl training.

Although October has been a month 
of considerably strong winds we have 
mainly managed to avoid these on 
Pennant days. However, the Jenny 
McConachy Memorial Open Tournament 
on Sunday 26 was hindered due to 
consistent rain across the morning, but 
after lunch play was resumed and a total 
of three games played across the day. 
Congratulations to the winners Marg, 
Helen, Rob and Larry from Apollo Bay, 
Jenny’s second home. Thank you to the 
McConachy family and helpers on the 
day who saw to a delicious morning and 
arvo tea and a wonderful lunch.

AROUND THE GREEN
Club events continue to be played across 
Sundays but no results to hand as yet.  
On Friday 7 November many members 
were entertained by our local Repertory 
Society in “Granny Get Your Gun.”  
On 14 November a Trivia Night will 
be held at the club. Bring a table and 
own nibbles with single entries as well 
commencing 7.00 p.m. $10 per person, 
names on sheet at club. 

RESULTS
MIDWEEK PENNANT
Division 1 were def by Colac Central  
at home winning 1/3 rinks, 65 shots  
to 76 shots.
Division 3 def Colac Central at home 
winning all rinks 67 shots to 38 shots.

No play in Cup week.

SATURDAY PENNANT 1 NOVEMBER
Division 1A def Apollo Bay at home 
winning all rinks, 119 shots to 74 shots.
Division 1B were def by Colac City away 
winning 2/4 rinks, 81shots to 115 shots.
Division 4 def Derrinallum at home 
winning all rinks, 83 shots to 30 shots.
Division 5 BYE

8 NOVEMBER
Division 1A def Colac Central away 
winning 3/4 rinks, 112 shots to 84 shots.
Division 1B def Simpson at home 
winning 3/4 rinks, 108 shots to 79 shots.
Division 4 def Cobden at home winning 
all rinks, 75 shots to 35 shots.
Division 5 were def by Colac away, 22 
shots to 54 shots.
All the very best to Max Heaton-Harris 
who is competing in the Under 18 
Nationals next weekend for Victoria. He 
will be playing Singles and is skipping the 
Triples and Fours. 

May the bowls be with Max and the 
rest of the Club!!

Located at 36 Main Street, Winchelsea 3241

Our clinic accepts online bookings via the app called HotDoc.
Download the app on the App Store or Google Play or head to our website.

For any enquires or bookings please contact the clinic on 5292 8028.
Or visit our website: www.winchmc.com.au

Opening Hours:

Monday - Friday    8:00am - 5.00pm

(Monday Evening Clinics available and selected Saturdays) 

Back: Jamie McConachy, 
Mark McConachy, Peter McConachy. 

Front: Marg Hall, Rob Scott, 
Helen Healey, Larry Redman

http://winchelsea.bowls.com.au
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Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

 Metro Tunnel opens 
 early December
With construction now complete, get ready to explore five  
new stations and enjoy direct train access for the first time  
to Melbourne’s major hospitals, universities and St Kilda Road.  

To celebrate, enjoy free public transport across Victoria  
every weekend in December and January.

With more services arriving in February, the new Metro Tunnel  
gives you more ways to move.

more  ways to move

Find out more at bigbuild.vic.gov.au
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parkrun 86____________________________
Saturday 8 November 2025 				      Trebeck Reserve, Winchelsea

www.parkrun.com.au

Sport & Exercise

Twenty six  parkrunners walked or ran the course through 
Trebeck Reserve this week. There were seven Volunteers. We 
had visitors from Geelong and Bendigo. Five people recorded a 
Personal Best time. Congratulations to Kurt Berg, Hayley Smith, 
Maria Van Rijthoven, Connie MaCaulay and Raffaele Ferrara. 
Welcome to Ryan Harris who completed his first parkrun.

This event was made possible by the following volunteers:  
Neil McInnes, Murray Bennett, Kate McInnes, Kristen 
Czerkiewicz, Ann Jones, Chris Hurren and Liz Bennett, 

Full details of this week’s results can be found at 
trebeckreserveparkrun.com.au/results or check out our Facebook 
page for more photos.

If you wish to join us any Saturday morning as a walker, runner 
or volunteer please complete the simple online registration at 
parkrun.com.au/register, this is free, only needs to be done 
once and can be used at any of the 5,000 plus parkrun events 
worldwide.

To volunteer please send email trebeckreserve@parkrun.com

Rokewood

Bannockburn

Winchelsea
Beeac

Acute Care*    
Urgent Care*

Residential Aged Care*

Communtiy Nursing
Dietetics
Physiotherapy
Occupational Therapy

Diabetes Education
Social Support Groups
Counselling
Home Care
Health Promotion 

www.hesseruralhealth.com.au   
P: (03) 5267 1200  E: reception@hesse.vic.gov.au

* services from Winchelsea only

http://www.parkrun.com.au
http://trebeckreserveparkrun.com.au/results
http://parkrun.com.au/register
mailto:trebeckreserve@parkrun.com
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DEFIBRILLATORS 
IN WINCHELSEA 

Accessible to the public 
24 hours a day 

The Winchelsea Lions Club has compiled 
a list of public access defibrillators in 

Winchelsea. If anyone knows any others, 
please contact Linda Carter 0439 817 263. 

Ambulance Victoria  
33 Willis Street

Bendigo Bank  
11 Main Street 

Globe Theatre (Side entrance) 
17 Willis Street

Hesse Rural Health  
8 Gosney Street 

Men’s Shed  
51 Hesse Street 

Netball Courts 
Eastern Reserve Hopkins St

Senior Citizens Club  
36 Harding Street 

Uniting Church  
33 Hesse Street

Winchelsea Bowls Club  
Hesse Street

Winchelsea Golf Club 
13 Anderson Street

Winchelsea Primary School  
Main Street 

Wurdale Memorial Hall
220 Wurdale Road 

We can help you with:

Buying your first or next family home

Saving for your first home

Residential Investment Lending

Refinancing from your current lender

Home loan reviews 

Pre-approvals

With extensive banking experience and
financial expertise, we'll help bring your
financial goals to life.

Ebony Berg
0400 784 249

Josie Kavenagh
0409 564 192

Life's busy. Let us help you.
Contact us today


