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OPENING & WELCOME

How they got started
In 1989, the Governor's Commission on Sports & Physical Fitness passed an endorsement that Virginia     
Amateur Sports (VAS) would serve as the state organization to hold the State Games of Virginia. In 1992, the 
Games were officially named the Commonwealth Games of Virginia. In 1990, the initial Games drew 4,400 
athletes competing in 29 sports. More than 315,000 athletes, their families plus spectators have 
participated during the past 36 years.
 
Credentials
VAS is a member of the National Congress of State Games (NCSG) and is sanctioned and recognized by the 
NCSG, the Virginia High School League (VHSL), the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), and by 
the United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee as a member of their USOPC multi-sport organizational 
council. 

Funding
In 1990, when the Games started, VAS had secured a $175,000 grant from the state to launch the Games. 
By 2001, VAS lost all state funding. Despite the loss of state funding, VAS persevered and expanded its staff 
and programs.  With zero funding from the state, local governments increased their financial support in 
addition to providing fields and facilities. VAS tries to keep the cost to participate in the Games minimal, 
with the majority of funding coming from sponsors.  The Games have had four title sponsors in their 
history - Cor-East, Southern Health/Coventry, Subway and Liberty University. 
We are excited for our future in our new host city, beginning in 2026 - The Richmond Region!
 
Support
With its dedication to a tradition of excellence & with a staff of three, VAS relies heavily on outside support. 
That support includes over 1,000 volunteers, 60+ volunteer sport coordinators, a volunteer local organizing 
committee made up of individuals from supporting localities, other business professionals, volunteers from 
the medical profession field, security and police departments, and the VAS board of directors.  

The Virginia Commonwealth Games
Entering its 37th year, the Virginia Commonwealth Games is an annual event held in July (for most sports) 
and is open to participants of all ages and skill levels. From baseball to wrestling, this event offers sports 
competition venues for 30+ different Olympic, Pan American, and recreational sports.
 
The Games represent the true spirit of amateur athletics. For some, this celebration of sport is a stepping 
stone for following the dream of representing the United States in the Olympic Games. For others, the 
Games are a place to compete in a favorite pastime. Regardless of the age or skill of the athlete, the Games 
provide the pure pleasure of competing for the love of sport. 

The Virginia Commonwealth Games are more than sports events; they go much deeper. The Games teach 
values such as teamwork and good sportsmanship, which are important components of everyday life. The 
Games encourage athletes to develop and improve their physical talent and competitive abilities. Lastly, the 
ideals of the Games promote physical fitness and encourage Virginians to adopt a healthy lifestyle.

History of the Games
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Dear Virginia Commonwealth Games attendees, 
 
On behalf of Richmond Region Tourism, it is my privilege to welcome you to our beautiful and 
vibrant Richmond Region of Virginia. We are thrilled to host you here in our historic and ever-
evolving destination. 
 
Richmond was named America’s #1 Town to Visit by CNN Travel, thanks to its friendly vibe, rich 
culture and history, excellent dining scene, interesting architecture, and breathtaking natural 
beauty. Throughout the entire region, you’ll find amazing experiences. From outdoor adventures 
and rollercoaster thrills to captivating museums, there is an abundance of activities for everyone to 
enjoy. 
 
Most importantly, our authentic hospitality is woven into the fabric of this region, and we hope you 
feel the warmth of its embrace throughout your stay. We eagerly receive visitors from all 
experiences and backgrounds, just like the diverse members of our own community.  Diversity, 
equity, inclusion, and accessibility are at the heart of everything we do. 
 
We are so pleased you are here and wish you a wonderful visit filled with delightful, memorable 
moments. The Richmond Region truly speaks for itself, and we invite you to discover how it speaks 
to you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Katherine O’Donnell 
President & CEO 
Richmond Region Tourism 
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OPENING & WELCOME

Able Baseball - Sid Witt, Jr.
Able Bowling - Amanda Austin & Terry Stike
Able Fishing - Jeff Reynolds
Able Soccer - Amherst Co Parks & Rec
Able Track & Field- Greg Roth
Archery - Shannon & Andrew Krahe
Archery (Indoor) - Bryan Barber & Sara Ploetner
Baseball (8u-13u & West) - Mark Sisson & Rusty Lambert
Baseball (Richmond) - Bill Harding
Basketball - Virginia Amateur Sports
Bowling - Amanda Austin & Terry Stike
Chess - Mike Hoffpauir
Disc Golf - Graham Jennings, Tim Eck & River City DG Club

Equestrian - Tamla Nichols
Field Hockey - Gloucester High School Field Hockey
Mini Golf - Clayton Craft
Pickleball - Jack Singer
Racquetball - Jaime Torres
Sand Volleyball - Jack Jagodzinski
Shooting - Air Rifle & BB Gun - Michele Happs
Softball - Youth - John McPhail
Swimming - Drew Hirth & NOVA Regency
Tennis - Michael Jacob
Track & Field  (Outdoor) - Greg Roth
Triathlon - Michael Harlow
Wrestling - Thomas Riley

Sport Coordinators

 
 Dan Foutz - President

 Charity Waldron - Director of Operations & Media Relations

 Diane Williams - Director of Development

 Danner Allen - Sport Logistics  (Liberty Univeristy)

 Allison Bergstedt - Marketing  (VA Commonwealth Univeristy) 

 
 Jenna Jolly - Marketing  (Liberty Univeristy) 
 
 Tayvon Taylor - Sport Logistics (Christopher Newport Univeristy)

 Avery Russell -  Operations/Media  (Univeristy of Richmond)

 Madison Welch- Operations/Media (James Madison University)
 
  There are also numerous volunteer Interns assisting during Main Games Weekend!

Virginia Amateur Sports Staff & Interns

OPENING & WELCOME

Purchase Your Purchase Your 
Commonwealth Games Gear!Commonwealth Games Gear!

Tailgate Party & Opening Ceremonies (Friday, 7/24)
Softball - Daniel Park at Ironbridge
More Locations will be listed online.

Shop Online at CommonwealthGames.org/Shop

Dates and Locations are subject to change, please check 
 website for updated information
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OPENING & WELCOME

 THANK YOU SPONSORS
FOR SUPPORTING THE GAMES

Platinum
Richmond Region Tourism

Premier
Delta Star Inc.

Dick's Sporting Goods

Gold
Kroger

Moore's Electrical & Mechanical
Sheetz

New Country K95.3 & ESPN Radio
Virginia High School League

12 On Your Side

Title Sponsor of the Tailgate Party
Chesterfield Sports, Visitation and Entertainment

Silver
Coca-Cola Consolidated

MH Masonry
TowneBank

Bronze
Bedford Area Welcome Center & Tourism

Mountain Springs
Power Play

Partner
Carter Bank 

Delta Response Team
Domino's Pizza

Haley Automotive Group
The Myrias Group - Ameriprise Financial

Raising Canes
Virginia Tourism Corporation
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Whoever you are, whatever brings you to us, we 
are unconditionally committed to helping you 
live your best life. vcuhealth.org

COMPASSION
COMMON
UN
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EVENT INFORMATION

Able Baseball Kamphuis Softball Stadium - Liberty University July 11, 2026
Able Bowling NRV SuperBowl - Christiansburg July 16, 2026
Able Fishing Lyn-Dan Heights Ruritan Club - Lynchburg August 13, 2026
Able Soccer Skills Clinic Coolwell Rec Center - Amherst October 2026
Able Track & Field Hermitage High School - Henrico July 25-26, 2026
Archery Saint Gertrude's Outdoor Athletic Center - Henrico July 10-12, 2026
Archery - Indoor Upchurch Fieldhouse - Sweet Briar College July 25, 2026
Baseball (14u-18u)- West VA Tech, Radford, Christiansburg Area fields July 25-26, 2026
Baseball (8u-13u) New River Valley & Roanoke June 6-7, 2026
Baseball (14u-18u) Chesterfield County High Schools July 11-12, 2026
Basketball Chesterfield County High Schools July 24-26, 2026
Bowling Bowl America Southwest - Midlothian July 24-26, 2026
Chess Hilton Garden Inn, Innsbrook - Glen Allen September 5-7, 2026

Disc Golf Dunncroft, Bryan, Dorey, Gillies, True Timber - 
Richmond Area June 20-21, 2026

Equestrian Virginia Horse Center - Lexington July 23-26, 2026
Field Hockey Gloucester HS - Gloucester August 22, 2026
Mini Golf Putt Putt Fun Center - Roanoke July 11, 2026
Pickleball Pouncey Tract Park - Henrico July 24-26, 2026
Racquetball Courtside West - Henrico July 24-26, 2026
Sand Volleyball Glover Park - Henrico July 25-26, 2026
Shooting - Air Rifle Virtual Competition July 25, 2026
Shooting - BB Gun Virtual Competition July 25, 2026

Softball - Fastpitch Daniel Park at Ironbridge (primary), Glen Allen Softball 
Complex, Dorey Park, & Goyne/Ecoff. July 25-26, 2026

Swimming NOVA Regency - Richmond June 11-14, 2026
Tennis - Adult EC Glass High School - Lynchburg June 20-21, 2026
Tennis - Youth EC Glass High School - Lynchburg July 11-12, 2026
Track & Field - Outdoor Hermitage High School - Henrico July 25-26, 2026
Triathlon Innsbrook area - Glen Allen May 3, 2026
Wrestling Benedictine College Prep June 27, 2026

 SPORT		                  VENUE			                                         DATE(S)   

Virginia Commonwealth Games @VAAmateurSports

@virginiaamateursports #VAComGames#VAComGames
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EVENT INFORMATION

ABLE BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
July 11, 2026
Liberty University - Kamphuis Stadium 

ABLE BOWLING
July 16, 2026
NRV SuperBowl - Christiansburg

ABLE FISHING TOURNAMENT
August 13, 2026
Lyn-Dan Heights Ruritan Club - Lynchburg

ABLE SOCCER COMPETITION 
October 2026
Coolwell Rec Center - Amherst 

ABLE TRACK & FIELD 
July 25-26, 2026
Hermitage High School - Henrico
Spectator fees - $10 per day

ARCHERY
July 10-12, 2026
Saint Gertrude's Outdoor Athletic Center - Henrico

ARCHERY - INDOOR
July 25, 2026
Upchurch Fieldhouse - Sweet Briar College, Amherst

BASEBALL - 8u-13u
June 6-7, 2026
New River Valley & Roanoke
Spectator fees

BASEBALL - 14u-18u
July 11-12, 2026
Manchester High School
Monocan High School
James River High School
Midlothian High School
Clover Hill High School
Spectator fees

BASEBALL - 14u-18u (West)
July 25-26, 2026
New River Valley
Spectator fees

BASKETBALL
July 24-26, 2026
Various times - Game Schedule online (Gym locations subject to change)
LC Bird High School
Manchester High School
Monocan High School
James River High School
Midlothian High School
Clover Hill High School
Spectator fees - $5 Friday, $15 Saturday, $15 Sunday, 
$30 weekend

BOWLING
July 24-26, 2026
Friday - Seniors ONLY, 
Saturday - 8:30am (Squad A), 1pm (Squad B)
Bowl America Southwest - Midlothian

CHESS
September 5-7, 2026
Hilton Garden Inn, Innsbrook - Glen Allen

DISC GOLF
June 20-21, 2026
Dunncroft, Bryan, Dorey, Gillies, True Timber - Richmond Area

EQUESTRIAN
July 23-26, 2026
VA Horse Center - Lexington

FIELD HOCKEY
August 22, 2026
Gloucester HS - Gloucester

MINI GOLF
July 11, 2026
Putt Putt Fun Center - Roanoke 

PICKLEBALL
July 24-26, 2026
Pouncey Tract Park - Henrico

RACQUETBALL
July 24-26, 2026
Courtside West - Henrico

SAND VOLLEYBALL
July 25-26, 2026
Glover Park - Henrico

SHOOTING- AIR RIFLE & BB GUN
July 25, 2026
VIRTUAL EVENT

SOFTBALL - FASTPITCH 
July 25-26, 2026
Daniel Park at Ironbridge (primary)
Glen Allen Softball Complex
Dorey Park
Goyne/Ecoff Park

SWIMMING 
June 11-14, 2026
NOVA Regency - Richmond

TENNIS - ADULT
June 20-21, 2026
E.C. Glass High School - Lynchburg
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EVENT INFORMATION

TENNIS - YOUTH
July 11-12, 2026
E.C. Glass High School - Lynchburg

TRACK & FIELD - OUTDOOR
July 25-26, 2026
Hermitage High School - Henrico
Spectator fees - $10 per day

TRIATHLON
May 3, 2026
Richmond/Innsbrook Area - Glen Allen

WRESTLING
June 27, 2026
Benedictine College Prep - Richmond
Spectator fees - $10

Be sure to check the website for updated event information 
as some things are subject to change.

www.CommonwealthGames.org

Scan the QR Code 
to purchase tickets!

Scan the QR Code 
to purchase Games Gear!

TowneBank.com   |   Member FDIC

YO U  B E L I E V E

Participating in sports builds character.  
Pushing yourself to new limits, and  

mastering new skills – you can do more  
than you thought was possible. 

 
W E  A G R E E

Sports_VA_Commonwealth_Games_7.5x4.875_4c_Ad.indd   1Sports_VA_Commonwealth_Games_7.5x4.875_4c_Ad.indd   1 5/19/26   11:20 AM5/19/26   11:20 AM
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877-447-3257
#DestinationBedfordVA

the Blue Ridge Parkway
and Smith Mountain Lake,

you’ll fi nd fi ve scenic disc golf courses, a pitch & putt for 
some practice throws, and a community that embraces 
this fast growing sport.

Bedford County has always been known as that peaceful place between Lynchburg 

and Roanoke. Now, it’s time to discover all that Bedford, VA has to offer.

you’ll fi nd fi ve scenic disc golf courses, a pitch & putt for 
some practice throws, and a community that embraces 
this fast growing sport.

Bedford County has always been known as that peaceful place between Lynchburg 

and Roanoke. Now, it’s time to discover all that Bedford, VA has to offer.

DestinationBedfordVA.com

the Blue Ridge Parkway
In Between
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85
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64
64

77

66

BedfordBedford
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EXCLUSIVELY AT
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EXCLUSIVELY AT

Hot, Fresh, Delicious Pizza 
Delivered Right to You! 

7101 Forest Hill Avenue, Richmond (804) 327-1633

10 locations 
in the Richmond 

area to serve you.

Tarrant’s West is a neighborhood restaurant in
 Richmond’s Short Pump area, serving fresh, 
seasonal dishes in a casual yet upscale setting for 
lunch, dinner, brunch, happy hour, and private events. 
The menu includes American favorites, seafood, 
pasta, sandwiches, salads, brunch dishes, and the 
She-Crabby® soup served daily.

11129 Three Chopt Rd, Henrico (804) 205-9009

At Islamorada Fish Company, our menu features 
flavorful appetizers, signature seafood specialties, 
hand-cut steaks, and a variety of sandwiches and 
fresh salads. We also offer a children’s menu for our 
younger guests. Enjoy a unique dining experience in a 
comfortable atmosphere surrounded by the spirit of the 
outdoors and a passion for fishing.

11550 Lakeridge Parkway, Ashland (804) 496-4800

Satisfy their Cane’s cravings with Chicken Fingers, 
Cane’s Sauce®, Crinkle-Cut Fries, Texas Toast, and 
more. Raising Cane’s Catering makes it easy for 
any occasion and any size group.

6921 Lake Harbour Dr
www.raisingcanes.com1321 Huguenot Rd 12721 Rte 1

3064 N Arthur Ashe Blvd 10093 Brook Rd



Tailgate PartyTailgate Party

Opening CeremoniesOpening Ceremonies

6-8pm
There will be tons of fun, games and activities for folks of ALL AGES!  

This event is FREE & open to the public!
Compete for a Games Medal in the 40 yd dash!

FREE Pizza and a drink to registered participants and coaches with a wristband!

5:30-6pm

Lighting of the Olympic Cauldron

Featuring Miss Virginia

Kick Off the Games with UsKick Off the Games with Us
Friday - July 24thFriday - July 24th

Please check the website for 
detailed information!

CommonwealthGames.org

Parade of AthletesParade of Athletes
Parade Line up 5:15pm

Parade begins at 5:30pm

All Kick Off Festivities will take place at
River City Sportsplex

PRESENTED BY:


