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Push to add height, density Whittall
and hotels to St. Armands

back in Sarasota City Hall;
pushback is immediate

“I don t think taller construction, increased density,
fewer parking spaces, and more traffic solves the

problem. It might make it worse.’

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

While logic might imply that
increasing height, development
and adding hotel rooms to St
Armands Circle makes little sense
given its history of flooding and
vulnerability to storm events, one
business owner sees this request
as the smart way to redevelop the
shopping district.

Last Thursday, Met Spa owner
Geoffrey Michel wrote Sarasota
City Commissioners and staff
that “Developers will not invest
in the area without being allowed
to build three-story structures.”

Michel implored the City
Commission to not “turn a blind

b

eye” to the need for revitalization.

This request is nothing new in
many ways. A similar proposal was
shot down in 2022 when the St.
Armands Business Improvement
District (BID) asked the commis-
sion to make zoning amendments to
increase the height to three stories
as well as allow hotels on the upper
level and increase density and provide
parking concessions. That idea was
met with overwhelming resistance
from surrounding communities who
didn’t wish to see increased traffic and
development in what has historically
been the most successful shopping
district in the region.

But in this latest ask, Michel is
citing the recent hurricanes as yet
another reason that new structures

are necessary.

“Most buildings are single-story
on grade, built in the 1960s, the
buildings are unsafe, not up to code,
and not proper for Sarasota’s future
demographic,” said Michel.

Michel continued in his letter to
commissioners calling the Circle
“blighted, with no public restroom
facilities, and minimal community
events.”

Resistance mounts fast
Michel’s push was expected by
many in the community following
the failed attempt of those who
wanted the increased height and
density and the addition of a hotel
in 2022.
See St. Armands, page 2

Longboat’s budgeting director and

30-year town employee Sandi Henley
heading to retire in Panama

Town of
Longboat Key
Town employee
Sandi Henley
has lived in a
world of Heaven

and Hell for the
last 30 years.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

First, the Heaven. Henley has
spent three decades working in
one of the prettiest locations she
can imagine, surrounded by a
group of close friends and filled
with countless memories.

The Hell is the fact that year
after year as the Town’s Budget
Director, she must present,
explain, as well as shape and create
every aspect of the Town’s budget.
And anyone who has sat through
a commission meeting or series
of Budget Workshops, will find a
world that even Dante could not
contemplate in his “Inferno.”

But joking aside, Sandi Henley
is one of the most valued and
adored employees. She has a repu-

tation for working tirelessly into the
evenings and on weekends, defying
the very stereotype of the salaried

public servant. And in a day mixed
with mostly joy and a lot of great

See Sandi, page 13

wants new
parking
garage

at St. Regis

Whittall tells how
the first season
went, occupancy
and room rates
and what s needed
to enhance the
operations.

STEVE REID

Editor & Publisher
sreid@Ilbknews.com
Longboat Key St. Regis

Developer and Owner Chuck
Whittall was on the Indianapolis
500 racetrack last Friday, ready to
enter a Perrari competition race
when he spoke with Longboat Key
News about the first year the St.
Regis has been open.

Whittall is an enthusiast. Like
many developers, accolades and
excitement infuse everyday dia-
logue.

“The hotel is doing great; much
better than expected,” said Whittall
when asked about occupancy rates,
room rates and his experience over
the first year.

Whittall said the Longboat Key
St. Regis has commanded the top
average daily rate for a Marriot
Hotel in the world, averaging
$2,000 per night.

“We're sold out in June and July
and we just earned a 5-Diamond
rating from AAA,” said Whittall.

He said he expects to earn the
Forbes 5-star rating by the year’s
end.

Whittall said he was surprised
that the resort has not seen a slow-
down and that the 168 rooms
have been mostly full since the
beginning of the year. Whittall said
that the resort has been noted as
a family-friendly hotel and when
asked what that means he said, “At
any given moment, children and
families enjoy the lazy river, the
saltwater pool and the beach.”

St. Regis seeks Pickelball

He said as the market keeps
growing he wants to meet the need
for activities and his team is cur-
rently designing two tennis courts
and four pickleball courts to be
constructed on top of the water
retention area on the south side of
the property. He said they should
be completed within a few months.

Whittall said the resort is also
responding to customer demand to
dine on the patio and he plans to
completely enclose the patio with a

See St. Regis, page 13
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St. Armands Circle, from page 1
in 2022.

In 2022, those secking increased development wanted a density of 150 hotel guest units per
acre. The push was to raise the height from 35 feet, which it is today, to 45 feet.

The ask to increase the additional story is to allow 45 feet from the minimum FEMA eleva-
tion, not from grade, which the existing buildings were built upon.

Those opposed feared that the proposed amendments would more than double the aver-
age existing building height. Additionally, allowing hotels as a zoning change would open the
door to the possibility of hundreds and hundreds of hotel rooms in future redevelopment.
Additionally, the parking garage has been funded and created through bonds to serve the exist-
ing merchants and additional hotel uses would have to seek waivers in order to use the public
garage and meet basic requirements.

St. Armands Residence Association President Chris Goglia has painstakingly surveyed resi-
dents who overwhelmingly have opposed such initiatives and he seeks to have the city focus
on the flooding issues and the infrastructure and resiliency.

“I don’t think taller construction, increased density, fewer parking spaces, and more traffic
solves the problem. It might make it worse,” said Goglia in reaction to the most recent push.
Goglia said the initiative to incentivize commercial property owners and tenants to invest
in their properties is to beautify the buildings and landscaping and make ground level space
resilient to flood events.

“I would like to see the businesses on St. Armands thrive. But I'm less interested in making
the landlords to which those businesses pay rent, more wealthy, “ said Goglia.

For those opposed, the idea that businesses or buildings cannot thrive under the existing
rules is a complete fallacy. Goglia points out that property owners today can have a 15-foot
first story, a 12 foot second story, a ten foot third story if desired, a foot of interstitial space
between each story, a one-foot thick roof, and still be within the 35-foot height limit from the
FEMA flood elevation, which is typically five feet above grade.

That is why Goglia fears that what is really being asked for is a series of zoning changes
“That will ultimately lead to hotels all over St. Armands Circle.”

Lucky 7
Less than one year after the two named hurricanes that devastated the region, St. Armands
Circle has mostly reopened and the majority of those shops that have not are wrangling with

the city to obtain permits and complete renovation and restoration work.

Two buildings on the north quadrant of the Circle - the former home of Madison Avenue
Deli and the former bank building - have sat fallow since the storm and the owner of Madison
Avenue Deli lost his right to the lease following the storm event.

Some owners who have not reinvested in the properties have been accused by neighboring
tenants of keeping their properties in a state of disrepair in an attempt to pressure the city into
capitulating to increase development rights. It is not the first time that a property owner has
told a municipality that without increased density or development rights, it is not going to
invest in the property or it is not viable is the sentimewnt of opponants.

But 90 businesses that were equally flooded are up and running. In fact, St. Armands Circle
was named number 7 in the 10 best shopping centers list in the United States by USA Today
last week. USA Today gave the following accolades to the unique character of the circle:

“Originally developed by circus legend, john Ringling, St. Armands blends history, art, and
upscale coastal shopping in a beautiful, European style setting. The open-air-center, features
around 130 boutiques, galleries, and restaurants, plus the Circus Ring of Fame and Classic
statuary throughout. Just across the bridge from Sarasota’s mainland it’s a charming destination
for strolling, dining and relaxing near Lido Beach.

Rooms to Come

Another argument against adding hotel rooms to the circle is the fact that two major hotels
have been approed already in the vicinity in existing tourism districts that are zoned for hotels.
The Longboat Key Club received approval following a public vote that will build a 200 plus
room hotel and additional units on the south end of Longboat Key on New Pass on the site of
the current Chart House Restaurant and land to the west.

Additionally, the former Helmsley Sandcastle will be replaced with an already approved
hotel which is destined to be built within the next five years. These two projects alone will add
about 500 hotel rooms, not to mention the St. Regis opened with 169 rooms on Longboat
Key last year.

For Met owner Geoffrey Michel, his hope is that the commission will soon entertain this
revamped push for entitlements. For Goglia and those fatigued by initiatives to add hotels,
density and height, the desire is for the City Commission to focus on fixing stormwater drain-
age and preserving the integrity of one of Sarasota’s top destinations.

LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST LOCATED ON LONGBOAT KEY!
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CREATIVE KITCHENS BATHS

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

941_925_3723 Transforming your home, one room at a time — bringing your vision to life on Longboat Key.

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers, expert
carpenters, project management and more. We will bring your vision
to life from first conversation to job completion.

Longboat Key Showroom
By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228

State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837 Full Condo & Home Remodeling

Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors

Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY
Sondse S | 941.383.3388

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL! 510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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LONGBOAT KEY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

REEDOM FEST

DRESS UP YOUR POOCH
AND YOURSELF IN YOUR
PATRIOTIC FINEST!

PRiZES AWARDED FOR-
e MOST PATRIOTIC DOG

¢ MOST CREATIVE
DOG COSTUME

e BEST OWNER &
PARADE AND CONTEST DOG COMBINATION

THE ROTARY CLUB OF LONGBOAT KEY IS SPONSORING THE
"HOT DIGGITY DOG! PARADE & CONTEST” PORTION OF THE FESTIVITIES

Dogs and owners will gather at the Rotary LBK registration
table near Truist Bank, 510 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key,
by 8:30 a.m. for the 9 a.m. parade. Awards after the
Parade, at the Bicentennial Park Celebration.

AVOiD THE LiNES!

Advance registration for the dog parade is encouraged!
Please email Carol Erker at thompsonlaw@msn.com or call 847.274.8741

fg .
Rotary 4 " e |
CLUB OF LONGBOAT KEY DONATIONS TC "ROTARY LBK CHARITABLE FUND™ WELCCOME! - EI‘
WWW.LONGBOATKEYROTARY.ORG OR MAIL A CHECK TO: By
%t,-'m—uf?l-jSl-::ﬁ:liﬂihc- rLVugL \;ré‘z'_-’b '|1'-.J.+"‘|""I.;.'tfe;" P.O. BOX 8351, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34 228 E ., R

To Advertise...
ads@lbknews.com ® 941.387.2200
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Appalled by immigration sweeps

To: Editor

Polls tell us that the majority of Americans are appalled by the brutal, indiscriminate, Trump
administration immigration sweeps. Horrified by this spectacle, I am calling on area citizens to
send the message to our sheriffs — Rick Wells in Manatee and Kurt Hoffman in Sarasota—that
we expect our immigrant neighbors to be treated humanely and with dignity in all interactions.
Yes, our county sheriff departments are now forced to work with ICE, but they can continue
to set a high standard for how our deputies conduct themselves.

Readers, we are all affected by this injustice, both immigrants and non-immigrants. We all
know, care about, and depend on hardworking migrants. A rude awakening is coming when
we are suddenly confronted with the need to do the hardest daily work.

Heads up:

Time to buy a lawnmower, condo owners.

Time to learn carpentry if you're remodeling.

Time to clean your own house; care for your own elderly relative.

Time to learn compassion, if you call yourself a member of any faith tradition.

Louise Machinist

Sarasota

Request for Recent Elevation Certificates and Substantial
Damage Letters

To: Longboat Key Plans Examiner Neal Mazzei, Longboat Key Town Manager Howard
Tipton

As conveyed, I as the property owner was going off of apparently bad information that a per-
mit was not required for interior repairs due to Hurricane damage. Unfortunately, I now know
that was for emergency repairs only (and even then a permit needs to be submitted within 24
hours), and this situation will be brought into compliance immediately. There was no intention
of doing work that required a permit.

I'm certain this is what I was told by more than one person when all the contractors were
working up and down the street, but that was the early days after the hurricane and I appreciate
being corrected, and it being caught at this juncture. It’s been a very long year dealing with all
of this and I appreciate the town and all you do for us.

Jim Lince

Longboat Key

Request for Recent Elevation Certificates and Substantial

Damage Letters

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

I spoke with James Lince this morning and my SDE Inspector has already been there for the
inspection. I am awaiting any storm damage photos to justify any SDE letter from the TLBK.

Just an FYI, there are no permits issued for all the rebuild work being done as of this writ-
ing. I advised him that he needed to have a Level 3 Alteration master permit secured by his
GC “Stray Cats” along with listing their electrical, mechanical and plumbing subcontractors
immediately today or we will have to place a Stop Work Order at the property for unpermitted
work by days end.

Neal Mazzei

Plans Examiner

Town of Longboat Key

Request for Recent Elevation Certificates and Substantial
Damage Letters

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

I have attached a letter from Jim Lince who received this letter requiring substantial dam-
age letter by July 1. We received one as well, so I imagine many on LBK have the same issue.

Please be sure staff is up to speed on this.

BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Request for Recent Elevation Certificates and Substantial
Damage Letters

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Our home at 760 Longboat Ct. in the village, (like many others on LBK) was substantially
damaged in Helene. We've also been flooded 4 times in the last five years.

We applied to Elevate Florida.

We are seeking a substantial damage letter from LBK, and/or any documentation on the
elevation and damages from the Hurricanes so that we can obtain the correct priority from
Elevate Florida.

We would appreciate it if you could help us with the correct POC, or forward on our behalf,
as the suspense for the letter is by July 1st. This is the first notice we received of this require-
ment.

Thank you very much for any assistance.

Jim Lince

Longboat Key

GMD Clean-up

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Sir, I responded to him directly.
Charles Mopps

Public Works Director

Town of Longboat Key Public Works

GMD Clean-up

To: Lawrence Brown

Thanks for your timely note. After removing most of the large debris from Longboat,
FDOT has recently begun a clean-up effort for the grass and plantings along the GMD Right
of Way. At our budget meeting this week, the Commission also supported a plan to fix the
common areas along Bay Isles Road, most of which were destroyed by the storms. I have
copied this correspondence to Public Works Director Charlie Mopps in case he has anything
to add.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

See Letters, page 5

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons
or www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

RAING 20
e y[ﬁs

A\
An
CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Growing in Jesus’ Name

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. » 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org

BREAKFAST « BRUNCH < LUNCH * DINNER « CATERING + GOURMET DELI & BAKERY - CORNER STORE

WEEKLY SPECIALS

BEST BRUNCH
ON LONGBOAT KEY

20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

RESTAURANT & DELI

HAPPY HOUR 3-6
NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS

525 ST. JUDES DRIVE - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228 - HARRYSKITCHEN.COM - (941) 383-0777
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FHditor Letters

Letters, from page 4 Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
GMD Clean-up
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier St. Regis yet again

Whose responsibility is it to clean up the area along GMD between Bay Isles Pkwy and Bay To: Longboat Key Fire Chief Paul Dezzi
Isles Rd? There are large dead limbs and palm fronds along with underbrush that needs to be

My only concern is what happens in an emergency.....they are currently parking on the
cleaned up and removed. It really is a detriment visually to our beloved Longboat Key which

north side of the hotel, sometimes for the entire length of the hotel.

we all love! . John Bradbury
The hedges along Bay Isles Pkwy have recently been trimmed, but the palm fronds and dead Longboat Key

underbrush are still there and have been there as an unsightly mess even before Helene wiped us
out. Also, the area west of City Hall that joins The Neptune condos is strewn with undergrowth,
dead trees, dead palm fronds, etc that inhibit new growth and do little except trap rain water
which in turn leads to stagnant growth and has become an environmental wasteland.

St. Regis yet again

To: John Bradbury

We will visit today. Understand they can park slung the south side of the entrance..it allows
for the fire department to enter. We will stop by today.

Paul Dezzi

Fire Chief

Town of Longboat Key

Thank you Mayor Schneier for your leadership of LBK. I look forward to your response.
Lawrence Brown

Longboat Key

Stub ups

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman St. Regis yet again

To: Longboat Key Fire Chief Dezzi

I received this email regarding parking in the St. Regis fire lane. Can you please respond
to Mr. Bradbury regarding this?

Debra Williams

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Isaac ,we are aware of this NEI light malfunctioning and have ordered parts for replacement.
Also , the conduit is part of the Path Light project. Thank you.

Guy Matricciani

Construction & Facility System Manager

Public Works Department

Town of Longboat Key

Stub ups

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin St. Regis yet again

Thank you sir, I have copied the Public Works team. To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams

Isaac Brownman As you may know, the parking on the service road at the St. Regis is still usually jammed
Assistant Town Manager with cars...the other day the line stretched out across the walking path!

Town of Longboat Key John Bradbury

Longboat Key
Stub ups

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman NEST items for you
Of course.. I noticed on my walk last night the street light at GMD and Sloop is not operat- To: Longboat Key Commissioner Sarah Karon

ing properly. First, I want to thank you for your contributions to establish a north end community
Gary Coffin center. You may know that I am the NEST team lead for exercise activities at the north end
Commissioner center.

Town of Longboat Key See Letters, page 6

Stub ups

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman

Isaac, I spoke with the contractor regarding the stub ups at the sidewalk, he explained they
were for the sidewalk light poles. He wasn’t the foreman but seemed knowledgeable. At Ketch
and GMD OR GOA.

Gary Coffin

INGSIDE

EAT. DRINK. SAVOR

BEACH VIBES? Check PRIME LOCATION? Check
HIGH END RENOVATIONS all completed in 2025? Check, Check & Check!

SIESTA BEACH e 5108 SAINT ALBANS AVE, SARASOTA, FL 34242
3BR/3.5BA ¢ 1,767 SF » $1,050,000

Whether you are looking to settle in F
full time or score an amazing SHORT |

TERM RENTAL/VACATION HOME, this |

oneis a MUST SEE! Fresh, modernand '« ].
full of character! The location? Out of

this world! E

Contact: Brad Wallace, Realtor (407) 375-5994
WEMERT GROUP REALTY LLC

Ads that work...

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!

A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands 941.388.5555
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Letters, from page 5

We have collected several exercise related suggestions from residents of the north end neigh-
borhoods, and I've had a few of discussions along these lines. You may have seen the results
of the data we collected.

Someone at my church, mentioned that you are discussing the programming of the north
end space with the folks at the Paradise Center.

Can you confirm that please? If this is the case, will you include me in such discussions, or
bring me up to date on what has taken place?

Live in Your Home's Best Light
CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

SALE! S500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutters & Shades
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Longboat residents
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle
Bringles Blinds provides affordable blinds, shutters, shades,
and master installation services to the Longboat Key,
Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE — 941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM
BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

*Offer valid with minimum purchase of three

I know it is still early days in the discovery and feasibility study of the purchase of the Chiles
property by Mantee County, so I suspect any discussions you had were very preliminary.

We can meet and SIPs for a conversation or simply have a phone call. I want to ensure we
are collaborating on programming and make you aware of the item we already have on the
schedule. I look forward to hearing from you.

Deborah Di Carlo

Longboat Key

New Tip Talk: Hurricane Season Preparedness with Fire

Chief Dezzi

To: Longboat Key Assistant to Town Manager Savannah Cobb

Well done, good review of important info. The bumper tune was great also.
Gary Coffin

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

New Tip Talk: Hurricane Season Preparedness with Fire
Chief Dezzi

To: Longboat Key Town Commission

The newest episode of Tip Talk is out now! In honor of hurricane season, Town Manager
Howard Tipton sits down with Fire Chief Paul Dezzi to talk about how we can all stay prepared
and safe this year.

Watch the full video here: Tip Talk - 2025 Hurricane Season

A few key reminders from the conversation:

Have a “Go Bag” ready with essentials to last 72 hours — don’t forget critical items like
medications.

Evacuate when ordered — your safety is our top priority.

Pick up your re-entry decal now so youre ready to return after an evacuation. Decals are
available at all Town offices.

Stay safe, stay informed, and check out the new episode today!

Thank you.

Savannah Cobb

Executive Assistant

Town Manager’s Office

Town of Longboat Key

Mayor meeting on building codes

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Blythe has provided below some additional thoughts for your meeting with Rep. McFarland.
I do agree that the rebuilding we're seeing now and will see in the near future should be at the
elevated levels as the projections for the life of these properties (50 years) shows the greatly

increased chance of flooding,.
Howard N. Tipton

See Letters, page 8

As a member you'll enjoy:

- Private Beach & Pool
- Spa & Wellness Center

- Championship Golf
- Pickleball & Tennis

[

Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

- Deep-Water Marina
- Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

&

LONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB
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Winner of Over 450 Awards for design
L | excellence including Best New
Showroom in the USA!

HOME Premiere luxury destination for residential,

commercial and hospitality design services.

Best Overall Interior Design
Designer: Kelli Smith

Rank: Silver

Project: Pindari Model
Builder & Architect:

John Cannon Homes

¢ Total Home Creation ¢ Beautiful In-Stock Styles 0 Accessories, Lighting, Art

¢ Design, Renovation, New Build ¢ Custom Shop ¢ Unique Gift Boutique

¢ Expert Interior Designers ¢ One-of-a-Kind Rugs O Weekly Shipping to Midwest & Northeast
¢ Exclusive Collections ¢ Outdoor Furniture ¢ Immediate Delivery and much more!

ELEVATING SPACES, DEFINING EXCELLENCE WITH AWARD-WINNING DESIGN!

M SARASOTA, FLSHOWROOM Going east on Fruitville
Rd. make a U-Turn at light
[(ITBO55 Fruitville Commons Blvd. (Lakewood Ranch Blvd.), then
941.900.HOME(4663)

make a right on to Coburn Rd.
Monday-Saturday: 10am-6pm

Go around the circle to Fruitville
Commons Blvd., pass Cooper’s
Hawk and you will see Clive
Daniel Home on the right.

Sunday: 12pm-5pm

1moo0monnmon monanomo SYNCHRONY CLIVEDANIEL.COM

1B26001785 [N

AWARD-WINNING | INTERIOR DESIGN FINE FURNISHINGS

SARASOTA - FORT MYERS - NAPLES - BOCA RATON
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FHditor]etters

Letters, from page 6
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Thanks for your help -- I hope this different perspective will

help the mayor’s meeting.

To: Mayor Ken Schneier
I wanted to share some thoughts as you prepare for your meeting on building codes.
I believe time is of the essence. Following last year’s storms I believe a high percentage of
non-conforming homes on north longboat will be torn down and new homes built on those
lots.  We need the building code changed now, so these new homes will be built to meet
resiliency needs that are projected for the next 50 years, at a minimum. The need for resiliency
is twofold.  First, it protects the house and property and minimizes the damage, stress and
financial drains associated with tidal and storm flooding. Second, it enables that town to raise
infrastructure to appropriate heights, gradually over time as homes are rebuilt. If new homes
are built at low grades then the town will never be able to raise infrastucture to elevations
required to ensure public safety.

I am not sure if it is appropriate in your meeting to share that the sea level rise consultants
provided an option for the town to exclude low lying neighborhoods from the town’s required
levels of service (fire and rescue) -- the inability to increase elevations will contribute to the

reduction of town services to taxpayers and increase insurance rates. It would not look good

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS
- FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP -
L/ ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE (./

‘ CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM

© C

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY

UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!
590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL

941.316.8367

Place louh Belh!
ONE EYED JACKS
POKER ROOM

TOTVS - SIMULCASTING
Watch and wager on
thoroughbired & greyhound
trocks from acress the country

LIVE ACTION CASH GAMES

TEXAS HOLD "EM

DAILY & MONTHLY 7 CARD STUD + OMAHA

TOURNAMENTS
VEGAS STYLE GAMES

ULITIMATE TEXAS HOLD ‘EM
WILD STUD 3-CARD
FACE UP PAI-GOW

HIGH HAND
PAYOUT SPECIALS

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

4404 BEE RIDGE RD SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT
SARASOTA, FL 34233 MON-SAT: 10:00AM - 2:00AM

WWW.SKCPOKER.COM
941-355-7744 EXT 1001

if the state blocked towns from making improvements and therefore jeopardize the safety of
residents and property owners).

With regard to the state code limiting restrictive building codes following hurricanes, it is
my understanding that the freeze on building codes is to protect property owners. The idea
being that homeowners will be able to rebuild (to current standards) The unfortunate alter-
native might be that a town changes the code in such a way that it will force existing owners
to sell, since they cannot afford to rebuild at the new requirements, thereby changing the
financial demographics of the neighborhood. With the adoption of the Miami Dade hurricane
standards I feel that the state has already made the decision to require homes to withstand
natural disasters, rather than allowing the building of disposable structures. So the big financial
conundrum was already decided by the state.

Also, more restrictive changes are already allowed; the Florida building code was changed in
2024, and some sections might be considered more restrictive. LBK, like all municipalities,
adopted the new Florida building code and therefore adopted more restrictive building require-
ments.
from local knowledge, new scientific research and new building philosophies.

For LBK, the goal of increasing freeboard is to protect the home as well as the municipal

Now, the question is how to support local codes that are more restrictive that result

infrastructure that supports the existence of the home and surrounding community. In our
situation FEMA lowered the base flood elevation and therefore made the building code less
than it was. Perhaps there is a way to word this hurricane law such that resiliency code changes
are allowed; or more specifically any reduction in coastal base flood elevation by FEMA can be
returned to previous elevations to ensure resiliency.

In our current situation the local government is well educated in understanding the
topography or our island and where the endangered neighborhoods exist. In fact, the town
adopted new building codes to allow increased freeboard, prior to the storms that flooded the
island. Following last year’s storms, many non-conforming homes in low-lying areas cannot
be repaired under the FEMA 50% rule and as a result are being rebuilt. These new homes
will exist for 50 years and it is our desire to ensure they are not flooded by seasonal flooding.
Therefore our town wants to see these homes raised out of the flood waters, along with our
streets, utilities and storm drains. It is imperative for the safety of our residents that the town’s
infrastructure be raised. The ability to do so is tied to raising the elevation of all new homes
and businesses. The inability to make the higher freeboard mandatory will create unfortunate
situations in the future when roads are raised to elevations higher than ground level of garages,
or towns reduce safety services to neighborhoods with low elevation structures. I hope this
point of view helps you prepare for your meeting.

Blythe Jeffers

Longboat Key

See Letters, page 12

DRIFT

KITCHEN & BAR

Top-Ranked for a Reason

Perched on the eighth floor of Lido Beach Resort, Drift ranks #1 among 900
Sarasota restaurants on TripAdvisor for its unrivaled views and unforgettable flavors.

opalcollection.com/lido-beach 941.388.2161




L’Amblance

757 Hldeaway Bay Drlve 435 LAmbiance Drive #L807 415 LAmbiance Drive #A801

$7,680,000 $3,500,000 | Furnished $7,500,000
757HideawayBay.com LAmbiancelL807.com LAmbianceA801.com

BEST VALUE IN SANCTUARY

575 Sanctuary Drive #A303 5941 Gulf of Mexico Drlve ‘ ) 1211 Gulf of MexicoDrive #704

$1,620,000 $6,000,000 $999,000
SanctuaryA303.com 5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com Promenade704.com

Integrity. Commitment. Excellence. Communication. Knowledge. = Results for the Judy Kepecz-Hays Team

UNDER CONTRACT
240 Sands Point Rd #4201 230 Sands Point Rd #3501 350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211
$1,198,000 $1,150,000 $998,000
InnOnTheBeach4201.com InnOnTheBeach3501.com Tangerine211.com

Emerld Harbor Country Club Shores

Deeded
Beach Access

601 1 Emerald Harbour Drlve 537 Gunwale Lane 521 Wedge Lane

$2,350,000 $1,850,000 $1,948,000
6011EmeraldHarborDr.com 537GunwalelLn.com 521WedgelLn.com

100 North Tamiami Trail | Sarasota, FL 34236 | Kepecz@JudyHays.com | www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

June 20

Suspicious incident

10:36 a.m.

Officer Troyer was dispatched to the 3700
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a report of a
suspicious incident. Upon arrival, Officer Troyer
met with the complainant who reportded that
$324 worth of ammunition was set to arrive
and did not arrive. The complainant showed
the officer the UPS delivery sheet which showed
the package was delivered at 10:36 a.m., but the
complainant was home and did not receive the
package. While at the residence, one of the com-
plainant’s neighbors knocked on the door and
informed the complainant he had a package at
the clubhouse. The officer and the complainant
walked over to the clubhouse and he identified

the package and contents as his. Case clear.

Suspicious incident

6:39 p.m.

Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 2300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to
a scam phone call. Upon arriving on scene, Officer Pescuma spoke with the caller who stated
that he received a suspicious phone call from an unknown man stemming from a phone app.
The man stated that he was a police officer who pulled over a friend of his and that they will
be arrested if he did not pay the fine. This was an isolated call in attempt to retrieve money.
Officer Pescuma advised the man that a real police officer would not do that and it was clearly a
scam. The man stated he did not provide any personal information nor provided the caller with
any money. Officer Pescuma educated the man on scam phone calls and provided additional
examples of phone scams. Case clear.

June 21
Suspicious

6:22 p.m.

Officer Van Dyke responded to 4000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a traffic
crash which ultimately became a suspicious incident. After canvassing the area for traffic crash
yielding negative results, the complainant approached Officer Van Dyke from the dog park
and stated that she was wrong about a traffic crash occurring. She said that the subjects may
have been arguing, but they left the scene without incident. The complainant didn't wish to
meet but felt obligated to update the officer of the situation upon observing Officer Van Dyke
canvassing for a potential traffic crash. Case clear.

June 22
Illegal parking

3:12 p.m.

Officer Troyer while on marine patrol observed a vessel parked inside of the vessel exclu-
sionary zone located on the east side of Greer Island. Officer Troyer observed a vessel parked
inside of the vessel exclusionary one located on the east side of Greer Island. Officer Troyer
observed the vessel was beached inside of the exclusionary zone and inside of both ends of the
zone. The area was marked by signs on the beach and buoys placed in the water. Officer Troyer
made contact with the vessel operator who identified himself and said he knew he shouldnt
have been parked there and stated he didn’t plan on being parked before Officer Troyer would
come around to check. Officer Troyer found probable cause to issue the man a civil citation for
violating town ordinance regarding a vessel exclusionary zone. Case clear.

Citizen assist

4:28 p.m.

Officer Mathis was dispatched in reference to an Officer Assist. The complainant had
requested assistance due to his vehicle malfunctioning while turned off. The complainant

explained that the seats were moving and the
wipers were operating without the truck being
turned on. Upon Officer Mathis’ arrival, he
met with the complainant and observed the
vehicle’s electronics operating while turned off,
seat moving, dash lights on, and wipers running.
It appeared that vehicle that had an electrical
issue. Officer Mathis advise the man to contact
his local mechanic to sort out any issues and that
the Police Department was unable to assist him
in working on the vehicle.

June 23

Civil disturbance

12:00 p.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 2500
block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a civil dis-
turbance call. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno
made contact with the complainant who stated that an applicant whom she interviewed for
the maintenance position and made numerous phone calls on June 23 inquiring if he got the
position. The complainant further stated that he was told that they were still in the process of
interviewing other applicants. At approximately 12 p.m. the applicant left an angry message
saying that “You can shove that job up your ass, I hope you die of a heart attack.” No threats of
bodily harm were made by the applicant. Officer Nazareno attempted to contact the applicant’s
cell phone number and left a detailed message. The complainant was given the case number
and advised to call 911 if the applicant returns to the property. Case clear.

Mailbox

12:00 p.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched for a lost property report. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno
made contact with the complainant who stated that he wanted to report his mailbox miss-
ing from his vacant property next door. The complainant further stated that he last saw the
mailbox intact the day before at noon. He also added that there were construction vehicles
constantly traveling on his street using his driveway to turn around and one of the trucks had
previously struck his mailbox. The complainant didn’t see any construction trucks hitting the
mailbox. The pole for the mailbox was bent and the mailbox was missing. Officer Nazareno
was unable to locate any security cameras on the property. The complainant was given the case
number. Case clear.

June 25

Aircraft
8:39 a.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to Hideaway Bay Drive for a suspicious aircraft call regard-
ing a red helicopter flying low in the area. Prior to the call, Officer Nazareno received a message
from dispatch that Manatee Sheriff’s Office will be conducting swift water rescue training in
the area of Longboat Pass Bridge. Upon arrival, the helicopter was no longer flying in the area.
Case clear.

Marine rescue

12:25 p.m.

Officer Mathis was conducting a marine patrol in the area of Greer Island and Jewfish Tkey
when he observed a man swimming who appeared to be in distress. Officer Mathis maneu-
vered his patrol vessel to protect the swimmer from boating traffic. The man advised he was
exhausted as the officer pulled him onto the patrol boat. The man explained that the current
was too strong and had swept him from the sandbar at Jewfish Key. The man refused medical
attention and advised he just needed to sit and rest for a few minutes. After a brief period of
rest and speaking with the man, Officer Mathis returned him to his vessel which was anchored
at the Jewfish Key sandbar. Officer Mathis asked the man again if he wished to be checked out
and he politely declined the offer and advised he was fine just exhausted. Case clear.

Trespassing

8:41 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to the 3300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a call of
Trespass. Dispatch reported that there was a woman approximately 50 years old wearing a
white shirt and blue pants with a small dog on a leash sitting on the sea wall and loitering.
Upon arrival, Officer Martinson observed a woman matching the description walking with a
small dog southbound along Gulf of Mexico Drive on the sidewalk. Officer Martinson pulled
over and spoke with the woman who said she lives on Buttonwood Drive and had walked over
with her dog to watch the sunset. Officer Martinson advised the woman she was on private
property and residents do not want her on their property. She said she would find somewhere
to watch sunsets from now on. Case clear.

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
348 W ROYAL FLAMINGO DR 5,723 $7,920,000 3 3 1 2 $7,820,000
279 ROBIN DR 3,933 $3,295,000 3 3 1 95 $3,000,000
1561 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#302 4,992 $9,795,000 3 3 1 0 $9,795,000
3540 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#303 2,568 $1,150,000 3 3 0 7 $1,000,000
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#207 1,827 $995,000 2 2 0 73 $940,000
3630 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#304 1,284 $674,000 2 2 0 66 $661,000
2383 HARBOUR OAKS DR 20000 $699,000 3 2 1 250 $659,000
653 CEDARS CT 1,440 $625,000 2 2 1 110 $585,000
681 FOX ST 810 $575,000 2 1 0 4 $580,000
250 SANDS POINT RD Unit#5105 634 $499,000 1 1 0 108 $416,000
29 TWIN SHORES BLVD 924 $325,000 2 2 0 0 $325,000
4360 CHATHAM DR Unit#108 1,092 $349,000 2 2 0 197 $325,000
2600 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#0O-05 $239,000 66 $207,000
2800 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#M-01 $249,000 508 $200,000
408 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#2233 $69,000 2 $69,000
408 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#1222 $69,000 6 $62,500

348 W ROYAL FLAMINGO DR

JEFF COURTNEY

RHINELANDER [dsas TARANTINO
941-685-3590 e 941-893-7/203

Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

gghEEJRELL 443F John Ringling Blvd. e Sarasota, FL 34236
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L'ELEGANCE ON LIDO BEACH BIRD KEY CASEY KEY GULF FRONT
1800 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR., #8310, SARASOTA 465 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DR., SARASOTA 4005 CASEY KEY RD., NOKOMIS
2BR/2.5BA ¢ FULL GULF FRONT ¢ OFFERED FOR $1.950,000 4BR/4BA e 2,846 SF e OFFERED FOR $4,995,000 6BR/6.5BA ¢ 7,977 SF e OFFERED FOR $11,900,000

LISTED BY NATHALIE NOLANDER & COURTNEY TARANTINO LISTED BY JENNIFER ZALES & COURTNEY TARANTINO
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COUNTRY CLUB SHORES BIRD KEY BIRD KEY
585 GUNWALE LANE, LONGBOAT KEY 605 WILD TURKEY , SARASOTA 419 PARTRIDGE CIRCLE, SARASOTA
3BR/3.5BA « OPEN WATER VIEWS e OFFERED FOR $5,699,000 3BR/2.5BA ¢ 2,200 SF ¢ OFFERED FOR $2,090,000 4BR/3BA e 2,229 SF « NOW SOLD $2,350,000
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Hditor Letters

Letters, from page 8

FEMA CRS Program

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

The Freeboard issue is that the Town was prohibited from
requiring newly constructed structures to meet FEMA flood
requirements, plus an additional mandatory ‘Freeboard’
height. This change would have essentially maintained the
recently revised FEMA flood elevation requirements (which
are now generally 2 feet lower than the prior FEMA flood
elevations). If the Town would have been able to adopt this as
a mandatory requirement, as opposed to an optional require-
ment, the Town could have garnered additional points as
part of FEMAs Community Rating System (CRS) program.
Communities that participate in the CRS program gain
points for various management practices that exceed the mini-
mum requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP). Additional points are awarded to communities that
enact & enforce ‘higher regulatory standards’. These points
then translate into CRS classifications, which among other
benefits, provide increased flood insurance policy premium
discounts as communities move into the different classifica-
tions. The Town is currently a Class 6 community, which
provides for 20% discounts on qualifying NFIP flood poli-
cies. We are relatively close to achieving a Class 5 designation,
which would provide for 25% discounts.

Allen Parsons

Planning and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key

SB 180

To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen
Parsons

I have a call with Rep. McFarland next Thursday to discuss
SB 180, the bill she sponsored in the House that further
restricts any ordinances that tighten any zoning rules in areas
affected by hurricanes. As you know, the predecessor law
has already pre-empted our attempts to add boat widths to
dock width restrictions to prevent canal blockage and to add
required free-board height for reconstruction plans, in part to
compensate for FEMA’s incredible 2-foot reduction of the sea
level base elevation.

I am well-versed in the boat/dock issue (clearly unrelated
to storms), but I would like help from you on the free-board
issue. This does add a restriction, but it is so tied to resiliency
here, it seems crazy to block this kind of modest rule change.
Can you send me a paragraph that explains our proposal and
why it should be allowed before the call? Thanks much.

Bew, I understand SB 180 has finally been delivered to
the Governor for his signature and there is a letter-writing
campaign to get him to veto it. Even if he signs it, though,
we should begin to build a case for modifying this law in the
next session.

Blythe Jeffers

Luxury Living
out EAST!

LAKEWOOD RANCH
3008 TOLMINO COURT

Waterfront Deeded Golf lot at the end
of cul de sac! Two Bed/Two Bath plus |
Den, Oversized two car garage with an |
extended 4 feet, An extended screened
in Lanai that is Pre-Plumbed with

Electric, Gas and Water for your future
outdoor kitchen. Electric and Gas
were also provided during build out
for your future private pool! Located
in the coveted gated Esplanade at
Azario community, with deeded Golf
Membership and tons of amenities!

2BR/2BA - 1,689 SF

Don’t miss out!

Thinking of moving off island?
You will want to call this your next
home. CALL US TODAY!
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Earl Larson & Tryla Brown Larson

941-962-1122

MySRQHomes.com

/TrylaBrownLarson

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Realty

Longboat Key

Road change

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Allen shared the following in answer to your question: I
did not see anything in the bill that indicated mandatory
(or voluntary) name changes of features referencing the Gulf
of Mexico were an obligation. The bill primarily addresses
a series of boundary descriptions of gulf counties, agencies,
coastal definitions, special coastal areas & other statutorily
defined areas. In all of those definitional instances ‘Mexico’
was struck-thru & replaced with ‘America’.

We'll look to FDOT for their guidance on what else the
State wants to change regarding the roads.

Howard N. Tipton

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Road change

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton

Does anything in HB 575 or otherwise require a name
change for GMD? Thanks.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Road change

To: Longboat Key Commission

The Florida legislature has recently passed for implemen-
tation by the FDOT house Bill 575.

This bill, signed by the governor requires agencies to make
changes from Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of America.

I live on Longboat Club Road, I drive of Gulf of Mexico
road daily.

I support the name change, can you please advise the
timetable for compliance. I am not sure if the current name
extents beyond the bridges at the north and south end of
Longboat Key.

How do we proceed? I understand your privacy policy, 1
have BCC a number of residents that support this change.

George Reenstra

Longboat Key

Longboat RKew News
Sarasota City News

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200
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St. Regis, from page 1

glass enclosure in order to control temperatures and create more viable dining area overlooking
the gulf.

When asked about rumors that he sold a significant interest in the hotel to a large develop-
ment firm, he said he could not talk about financial details but that he owns the hotel and
that will not change.

Currently Whittall’s development company, Unicorp, is building a 700-room Intercontinental
Hotel in Orlando. He said that having built the St. Regis, “gives you credibility.”

Parking problems...

Residents on Longboat have become aware that the St. Regis has been using Town Center
Green property owned by the Town to accommodate staff parking from the St. Regis.

The St. Regis has also approached the Seaplace Condominiums seeking to create an ongoing
parking arrangement.

When asked if the hotel was approved by the town without enough parking to accommodate
the staff and guests, Whittall responded that “Since we have been so full, we need a lot of park-
ing and we may install lifts in our existing garage.”

Whittall said that the ultimate solution is that he would like to build a two-story garage on
the front of the property on the site of an existing surface parking lot.

When asked if he had sold all of the condominium units that exist in a semi-circle to the
south of the hotel, Whittall said there is only one remaining. He did say though that he saw
the current real estate market and its challenges as “a cycle that will play out but interest rates
are very high.”

In closing, Whittall said that the St. Regis purchased a flood dam that is a 5-foot tall barrier
that can be placed around the resort in the event of a storm and it is filled with water, which
is engineered to resist storm surges.

Following the conversation, Whittall was ready to do some laps at about 200 mph in his
Ferrari challenger race that is part of a series that culminates in Italy.

Sandi, from page 1

food and friends, Sandi was thrown a sizeable goodbye party as she finishes her final days of
employment after three decades and is heading to Panama to live out her retirement dreams
with her husband, John.

The Town Manager, several commissioners, numerous current and previous employees as
well as Euphemia Haye founder Ray Arpke, all showed up on Friday to wish her well, share
memories and mildly roast the departing budget maven.

Why Panama?

Sandi said she does not know anyone in Panama, but it checked all the retirement boxes.
First, it has a 40 percent lower cost of living than the United States. Her husband John said
they checked out Thailand, “But Sandi doesn’t like Oriental food.”

Another great reason is that Sandi is a beach girl and they are definitely going to live on the
beach in their new home which they plan to rent for a year while they survey the situation.

Sandi said the current Town Commission is the favorite commission she ever worked with
beause she finds the entire group, “so caring of the employees.”

Sandi is not paying a compliment to gain any advantage, she is simply a person who is
known to say exactly what she is thinking.

When her fellow employees roasted Sandi, Human Resources Director Lisa Silvertooth said
that Sandi had fallen more than any other employee in the history of the town and she tested
the insurance policy to its fullest extent.

“But she always bounced back from her falls with great humor,” said Silvertooth.

The only employee currently employed longer than Henley was Donna Chipman who
works in the Planning and Zoning Department. She said she would miss Sandi terribly.

Chipman baked a double decker chocolate cake for Henley’s party and Chipman is known
to bake all the cakes for all the retirement parties since she is an accomplished pastry chef on
the side.

Former Public Works employee James Linkogle said, “I can't say enough about our friend-
ship, but I don't ever want to see another FEMA reimbursement spreadsheet.”

Town Manager Howard Tipton came in to wish her well and said his first impression of
Sandi was “I started my first conversation with her on a Monday and it ended on a Wednesday.”

Tipton praised Henley and made a small circle with two fingers and said, “Most people’s
vision for their retirement is this as he held a small circle of air, but your vision is a grand

adventure and nothing could be more exciting.”
Erica Waggoner is destined to replace Henley and will start on July 14.

A |
Panama bound: John and Sandi Henley

|, G

Kay Thayer
had a few
things to say
about Sandi...

SHUTTERS ¢ RO
BLINDS e CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES
Visit our Showroom 941-360-9200

4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsofflorida.com
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Business Directory

Professional

e Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks
¢ Time & Date Stamped Reporting & Photos
e Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

e Home Maintenance Coordination

1 *
Cindy Jessup, Owner

4

E'. e
941.915.1248

www.whcsarasota.com

L ved again

Boutique
UPSCALE WOMEN'S CONSIGNMENT STORE

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES

* JOHNNY WAS e CHANEL
* HERMES ¢ JIMMY CHOO

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 ¢ Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE'S

941.702.8159

Mes /Ziesthetics
BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!

e Direct Primary Care

¢ Weight Management

e Anti-Aging Care

¢ Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600

www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza !
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo espariol

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby
941.925.1025

By appointment only

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

Professional men’s barber services.

At our salon or at your residence
on Longboat or Lido Key.

Call or text for appointments.

200 Central Ave. 941.297.8991
Suite 11
e www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!
Local Florida Seafood
Oysters « Shrimp - Clams
= Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

) Cortez, FL
www.cortezbaitandseafood.com
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC

Creating beautiful, functional
residential and commercial spaces.

e New construction
e Remodeling
¢ Project management

We bring your vision to life.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com
Greenwichinteriors.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 ¢ menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 27 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DESIGN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN AND EXPERIENCE

DESIGN C© INHARAND NAIL DESIGN
DESIGNCN  941-387-9807

JOIN US

at Whitney Beach Plaza
for Summer Night Out
Mingle, Shop, Sip & Savor!

Thursday June 19, 4 - 6 p.m.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A

GMD

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!

SERVICES
Personal Care
Respite Care
Alzheimer’s Care
Light Cleaning
Med Administration
Meal Preparation

ROSA TORRES, owNer
941-536-6372

epichomecareprovider@gmail.com Errands & More

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS e 941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

e Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

e Massage

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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WineTimes

Discovering healthy meals to go in Sarasota

We were searching the web for healthy meals that we could have delivered to our home in
Sarasota Florida, not only did we find good options, we also discovered a sector of the gig
economy that is expanding rapidly across the country.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ilbknews.com

Using web sites in place of physical locations and shared commercial kitchens, chefs, bak-
ers, caterers, and “pop-up” restaurants are building client
databases and distributing menus and offers via e-mails, text
messages, and phone calls. Clients order food on-line or by
phone. Food vendors deliver orders to clients through a vari-
ety of means: employees, Door Dash and other food delivery
services, Uber/Lyft, and taxis. Further, famously in the San
Francisco Bay area, a last-minute secret “pop-up” restaurant
address in a text message.

While we enjoy dining out with a cockrail before dinner
and wine with a meal as much as anyone, these excursions
often lead to overeating and meals high in salt, sugar, and
fat. The cost of dining out also puts a strain on the budget.
Selective orders of healthy foods for home delivery give us
alternatives to dining out in the comfort of home.

After a careful web search for local food vendors, we decid-

ed to try a small on-line business, Jo's to Go’s Meal Prep (jos-

to-gos.com). The web site specifies that orders must be placed by noon on Saturday. Orders on
Saturday for deliveries go out the following Tuesday morning. Jo’s to Go’s delivers orders across
a wide area (basically the entire metropolitan area of Sarasota and Manatee) for a flat fee of five
dollars. As an experiment, we checked their menu for the week and ordered a few main and
side dishes. When we found that the place where the order would be stored prior to delivery
was within walking distance, we asked to pick up the order there and save the delivery charge.

The location where the order would be stored for pick-up turned out to be the storefront
location on Central Avenue of Tamiami Trail Catering. The owner of Tamiami Trail Catering,
Chef Jeremy Davis, an enterprising young front man for a business that includes meal delivery,
event catering, private jet catering, cooking classes, and, most relevant for our understanding
of this sector of the gig economy, a shared kitchen.

Chef Jeremy promotes businesses that timeshare his kitchen. He hands out their menus and
food description flyers. He suggests visiting the Sarasota Downtown Farmers’ Market and tast-
ing some of the special foods prepared in his kitchen. Davis’s shared kitchen is helping bring
start-up businesses to the Rosemary District of Sarasota.

Jo’s to Go’s has turned out to be a fortunate find. Chef Joanna Fotch and her husband and
business manager Derek have launched a healthy meal business that draws on Chef Joannas
education (BS in Nutrition Science, Loyola Marymount and graduate of Cordon Bleu in Paris)
and frontline experience in fine dining kitchens. Her cooking showcases the blending of fresh,
local ingredients and flavorful herbs, spices, and rich sauces. The dishes travel well. Microwaves
and toaster ovens revive the texture and flavors. A lightly acidic sauce and a dusting of spices
brings a simple roasted cauliflower side dish to life. A medium-rare beef filet has enough of
a rare interior to withstand reheating in an oven. Tart cherries and almond slivers enrich the
flavors of a wild rice side dish. A salad of thin soba noodles, jicama, red cabbage dressed with
tahini and a hint of mint makes a light and tasty lunch. A roasted beet falafel comes with a
tasty yellow pepper sauce. The entrees, salads, breakfast items, side dishes, and desserts on the
menu have increased in number during the last few weeks.

Individual tastes, preferences, diet restrictions, and budgets factor into decisions about what
to order and reorder. The web offers a wide enough range of selections to meet the needs of
almost everyone. Try a few selections and let your palate guide your decisions about vendors
and deliveries.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in

Ads that work... 941.387.2200

941-320-1120 - beachlimosfl.com

I'm Chris Pinto, and together with my wife, Tiana, we’ve been happily

serving Long Island, New York, for the past 20 years. We recently moved to
Sarasota with our four adorable puppies, and we’re beyond excited to bring |
our passion for service to your community!

Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.
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#2 COLDWELL BANKER DUO TEAM IN THE NATION

No Realtor has listed or sold more Longboat Key Properties -

EN PROVENCE e $4,995,000
2161 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA e 3,800 SF e Gulf front terrace

CHASE MYER (941) 315-5318

MARINA BAY ¢ $2,695,000
2410 HARBOURSIDE DR., #121
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+FAMILY ROOM/3.5BA e 3,825 SF

BRUCE MYER (941) 376-5311

MARINA BAY e $1,999,000
2550 HARBOURSIDE DR., #322
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2 5BA e 2,830 S e Updated

EMERALD POINTE NORTH - $1,849,000
2065 HARBOUR LINKS DRIVE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA e 2,865 SF ¢ Updated

GRAND BAY e $1,845,000
3010 GRAND BAY BLVD. #482
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3.5BA e 2,250 SF e Furnished

i

FAIRWAY BAY e $995,000
1900 HARBOURSIDE DR., #102
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2.5BA e 1,590 SF ¢ Updated e Boat Dock

ISLANDER CLUB e $949,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #36N
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,235 SF e Gulf front

i i3 Ny
LBK YACHT & TENNIS CLUB - $869,900
4215 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #103
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,497 SF e Furnished

PLAYERS CLUB e $795,000
1485 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #205
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2.5BA e 1,569 SF e Gulf front

ATRIUM ° $799 000
2120 HARBOURSIDE DR., #617
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2BA e 2,105 SF ® Furnished e Walk-Down to Bay

NEW PRICE -

COREY’S LANDING e $1,149,000
3467 BYRON LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2.5BA e 2,227 SF e 2 Car garage

BEACHPLACE - $939,000
1095 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #503
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,503 SF ¢ Gulf front community

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS e $1,500,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,458 SF ¢ Gulf & Bay views

EMBASSY VILLAS e $649,000
800 S. BLVD. OF THE PRESIDENTS #19
SARASOTA, FL
2BR/2BA e 1,090 SF * Income Potential

NOW SOLD

BAYOU BAY ISLES - $1,325,000
3341 BAYOU SOUND
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA e 2,421 SF e Dock

This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such.

The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250 - LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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