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Sarasota Seeks $82 Million 
in Federal Aid to Shore Up 
Coastline After Storm Trauma

All Aces at Bird Key Yacht Club 

The tennis fun was spirited and competitive last Friday 
afternoon at the Bird Key Yacht Club as members were 
treated to an exhibition match between club pro Ivan 
Yatsuk, above, and Jake Van Emburgh. Yatsuk narrowly 
won with a serve that regularly reaches 130 mph. The 
fun was put together by Club Tennis Director Jackie 
Bohannon who has been busy keeping all of the tennis activities and events and competition 
going as the yacht club undertakes a complete reconstruction of the facility.

See leadership, page 2

City Backs Study for Underground 
Power Lines on Barrier Islands

“The infrastructure projects are subject to a lot of com-
petition, and I think, for us, if someone were to ask 
what’s most important, you’d pretty much have to say St. 
Armands.” – Sarasota City Manager Dave Bullock

FREEServing Longboat Key, St. Armands, Downtown Sarasota & Anna Maria IslandNovember 7, 2025

In a determined effort to fortify its vulnerable coastline against the rising threat of sea-level rise and increas-
ingly intense storms, the City of Sarasota has formally requested $82 million in federal funds for a suite of critical 
stormwater and resiliency projects. 

The push for funding follows the historic flooding that ravaged the region during the 2024 storm season, leaving 
key areas like St. Armands Key inundated.

Mayor Liz Alpert, backed by a unanimous 5-0 City Commission vote on Monday, November 3, outlined the 

New City 
Leadership 
Takes the 
Helm Amid 
Challenges

The City of Sarasota has ush-
ered in a new era of leadership, 
with newly-selected Mayor Debbie 
Trice and Vice Mayor Kathy Kelley 
Ohlrich poised to address several 
pressing issues facing the city, most 
notably the urgent need for afford-
able and attainable housing and the 
future of key cultural infrastructure.

The City Commission unani-
mously selected At-Large 
Commissioner Trice and District 
3 Commissioner Ohlrich to lead 
the body for the next year during a 
special statutory meeting on Friday 
afternoon.

Mayor Trice: Focusing on 
Housing and Community

Mayor Trice, who previously 
served as Vice Mayor, brings a pro-
fessional background that includes 
marketing and management at 
IBM and launching entrepreneurial 

The Sarasota City Commission 
has taken a critical step toward 
enhancing the resilience of its bar-
rier islands, voting unanimously on 
October 21 to approve a feasibility 
study regarding the underground-
ing of power and telecom lines on 
St. Armands and Lido Keys. This 
action follows significant flooding See Schools, page 9

School Board 
Votes to 
Transform 
Campuses, 
Shielding 
Them from 
Charter 
Takeovers 
The district’s rapid, 
aggressive strategy, 
led by Superintendent 
Terry Connor, is 
designed to maximize 
utilization across its 
campuses 

Under the pressure of an immi-
nent deadline from Florida’s newly 
expanded “Schools of Hope” law, 
the Sarasota County School Board 
voted unanimously 5-0 on Friday 
to approve a sweeping, high-stakes 
plan to eliminate underutilized 
classroom space and prevent state-
designated charter operators from 
claiming public facilities.

The district’s rapid, aggressive 
strategy, led by Superintendent 
Terry Connor, is designed to maxi-
mize utilization across its campus-
es—a move officials believe is the 
only viable defense against a law 

and extended power outages during 
last year’s storms.

The 5-0 vote authorizes city staff 
to delve into the specifics of the 
project, including potential costs, 
timelines, legal and regulatory 
issues, and the impact on residen-
tial and commercial property own-
ers. A final decision on whether 

to proceed with the actual project 
will only be made after the study is 
completed.

The initiative has strong backing 
from local community groups. 

The St. Armands Residents 
Association recently conducted an 
annual survey in which 87% of all 

The 5-0 vote authorizes city staff to delve into the specifics of the proj-
ect, including potential costs, timelines, legal and regulatory issues



Page 2     Friday, November 7, 2025 The News

Leadership, from page 1

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

VISIT US ACROSS FROM TOWN HALL!        510 BAY ISLES ROAD SUITE 1, LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

Tourism from page 1

ventures, which she states prompts a fiscally-responsible approach to government. She has been a strong community advocate, including serving as President of the Rosemary District Association 
(RDA).

A central theme of her time in office has been the necessity of providing housing for the city’s low- and moderate-income residents and longtime retirees. She has consistently emphasized 
this as a critical issue affecting everyone—from working families needing homes to business owners needing to fill job openings.

Mayor Trice has also stressed the importance of strengthening neighborhood-level “community” and ensuring the city government listens to “the people,” not “special interests,” with goals 
to implement a successful housing program and establish working partnerships with not-for-profit groups. She has also indicated a desire to improve communication and get more information 
out to the public.

Vice Mayor Ohlrich: Addressing Cultural and Financial Planning
Vice Mayor Ohlrich, representing District 3, is a retired speech-language pathologist, staff development trainer, and assessment coordinator. She has a deep history of community involvement, 

including service as an Ohio council person where she chaired the committee that wrote that community’s comprehensive plan, and six years on the Sarasota Planning Board.
A major, ongoing financial issue Vice Mayor Ohlrich has been involved with is the Sarasota Performing Arts Center (SPAC) project and its proposed Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district. 

She has emphasized the need for comprehensive data and reports, such as the one from the Purple Ribbon Committee, before making final decisions, stressing the project’s financial burden 
on the community.

Her statements indicate caution regarding the TIF district, specifically questioning how funds would be shared between the SPAC and The Bay park, and how the loss of ad valorem taxes for 
other city services like infrastructure and roads will be addressed. She has stated she would not expect taxpayers to be burdened with additional taxes to fund capital expenses within the TIF. 
She is also seeking information on the future use and funding of the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall, which is linked to the SPAC’s development.

Current Key Commission Actions
The new leadership will immediately be dealing with issues such as the Marian Anderson brownfield site redevelopment in Newtown. The Commission recently granted unanimous future 

land use approval for an investor group to transform the nearly 14-acre city-owned parcel into a job-creating commercial site, potentially including a health care clinic, medical offices, and light 
industrial uses. This project requires significant environmental remediation before development can proceed.

The City Commission’s next regular meeting is scheduled for 9 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 17, at City Hall.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com       941.387.2200
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Live in Your Home’s Best Light

CALL FOR A FREE QOUTE —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

CALL BRINGLES BLINDS TODAY

Bringles Blinds provides aff ordable blinds, shutt ers, shades, 
and master installati on services to the Longboat Key, 

Sarasota, Bradenton, Lakewood Ranch and surrounding areas.

*Off er valid with minimum purchase of three

SALE! $500 OFF all Custom Interior Shutt ers & Shades

Longboat residents 
and business owners
Chris & Dana Bringle

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

See Letters, page 6

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
First, thank you for your dedication to our community. Now, as I drive around the Sarasota 

area I am pleasantly surprised by how many Goodwill locations I see. That’s great. 
But I’ve also quickly come to realize just how large, loud and borderline garish their build-

ing signage is. That’s bad.  Their location is part of the new center that is void of trees or any 
structure blocking its view from the road.  It’s wide open.

I understand the need to grab a driver’s attention on busy 301. But here on GMD, we will 
pass their building once, at 45 mph, and won’t forget it. I hope LBK is doing something to 
keep their signage at a minimum to preserve the beauty of our island. 

Jed Petrick
Longboat Key

St Regis Arch
To: Longboat Key Commission
I hope like hell you are not going to allow the St Regis to keep their arch over our beautiful 

Gulf. While it is wonderful that they rebuilt the pier, I hope it does not give them any right to 
do whatever they please. The arch is not in keeping with the character of the pier, metal and 
mirrors on wood and rope is beyond tacky. Please make them move it! Thank you for your 
consideration!

Suzanne Snyder
Longboat Key

St Regis arch
To: Longboat Key Commission
I was pleased to read in the newspaper that you, the Town Commission, voted down St. 

Regis’s request to change code to accommodate their recently added sign on the groin.   It is 
unsightly and not in keeping with the quiet elegance of LBK. 

When election time comes around I’ll remember that Sarah Karon and Penny Gold have a 
different vision for the future of our Key.  

Lise Bernhard
Longboat Key

Response requested - FLC Legislative Committee appoint-
ment

To: Tommy Cardinal
President Holly Smith has appointed me to the Florida League of Cities Legislative 

Committee. BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Response requested - FLC Legislative Committee appoint-
ment

To: Florida League of Cities Legislative Administrative Supervisor Mary Edenfield
Please thank Holly for me and I will be at the December meeting. 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Response request - FLC Legislative Committee appointment
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Florida League of Cities (FLC) President Holly D. Smith has appointed you to serve on the 

2025 FLC Legislative Committee as representative for the Federal Action Strike Team (FAST).
Attached is your appointment letter containing important information about this year’s 

committee. I have also attached the committee roster. The Legislative Committee will meet on 
Friday, December 5, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. EST. This meeting is in conjunction 
with the FLC Legislative Conference held on December 4-5, 2025, at the Renaissance Orlando 
at SeaWorld. The meeting packet will be emailed to you two weeks before the meeting.

Please respond to this email to confirm whether you will be able to attend the Legislative 
Committee meeting on December 5.  Let me know if you have any questions. 

Mary Edenfield
Legislative Administrative Supervisor
Florida League of Cities, Inc.

St Regis Groin Sign
To: Longboat Key Commission
I was unaware that this week you would be discussing the Groin Sign at The St Regis or I 

would have been there to personally address you.  I apologize for not being there.  
I think there was a horrible misunderstanding of how this matter was handled and how we 

got to where we are today.  I’ve been in business for 30 years and have always played by the 
rules throughout my career.  

I personally will be at the commission on Monday at 1:00 PM to address this matter and 
hopefully add clarity to how we got here and seek resolution.   I hope your listen with open 
minds as we have been a good community partner and I think a huge benefit for Longboat 
Key.  We have not caused any traffic issues, provided several new dining and drinking venues,  
we have raised property values, hugely increased the property tax revenue, provided meaning-
ful employment opportunities and gained a great reputation throughout the country.  We 
delivered on our promise and are committed to being a solid part of the community and a 
team player.  

I look forward to seeing you.
Chuck Whittall 
Unicorp Companies
Orlando

Tracking our bay’s health - what about bacteria
To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
As you know, the health of our bay has shown multiple signs of improvement recently.  For 

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555

Sarasota’s Newest Dining Spectacle - Now Open!
A fresh, inventive dining destination just a short stroll from St. Armands Circle,  
Ringside balances bold flavors and Gulf seafood favorites in the mesmerizing setting 
of Cirque St. Armands Beachside.

opalcollection.com/cirque-st-armands    941.388.5555
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

B R E A K F A S T  •  B R U N C H  •  L U N C H  •  D I N N E R  •  C A T E R I N G  •  G O U R M E T  D E L I  &  B A K E R Y  •  C O R N E R  S T O R E

NIGHTLY DINNER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOUR 3-6
RESTAURANT & DELI
20% OFF BOTTLES OF WINE DAILY

ON LONGBOAT KEY
BEST BRUNCH

B R E A K F A S T • B R U N C H • L U N C H • D I N N E R • C A T E R I N G • G O U R M E T D E L I & B A K E R Y • C O R N E R S T O R E
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NEW HOURS!
NEW MENU!

Enjoy your favorites all day!
Great food & drinks served continuously.

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 11:30 AM - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu

11:30 AM – 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu

11:30 AM – 9:00 PM

CLOSED SUNDAYS

SATURDAY: 1:00 - 9:00 PM
Early Dining & Happy Hour Menu

1:00 – 5:00 PM
All-Day Dinner Menu

1:00 – 9:00 PM

www.LazyLobsterofLongboat.com  |  941-383-0440
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. |  In the Centre Shops

Flood Money, from page 1

45TH ANNUAL

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING 
WORSHIP SERVICE

TUESDAY • NOVEMBER 18, 2025 • 5:00 PM
ST. ARMANDS KEY LUTHERAN CHURCH

40 N. Adams Drive • St. Armands Key

SACRED MUSIC 
LED BY AN ALL-FAITHS CHOIR

 under the direction of Michael Bodnyk 
of St. Armands Key Lutheran Church

THANKSGIVING SERMON 
Rabbi Jessica Spitalnic Mates, 

Temple Beth Israel of Longboat Key

FREE-WILL OFFERING TO BENEFIT 
HARVEST HOUSE

Donations of non-perishable food will be accepted 
at the door benefiting Harvest House.

FREE ON-SITE PARKING

INTERFAITH MINISTERIUM 
OF ST. ARMANDS & LONGBOAT KEYS

All Angels by the Sea Episcopal Church
Christ Church of Longboat Key (Presbyterian USA)

Longboat Island Chapel (Interfaith)

St. Armands Key Lutheran Church
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Catholic Church
Temple Beth Israel of Longboat Key

6400 Gulf of Mexico Drive   •   941.383.8833   •   www.christchurchof lbk.org

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Visitors & Residents Welcome

 Inspirational Music

comprehensive funding request in a letter to the Sarasota County Commission. The city is 
aiming for a substantial portion of the $211 million in federal hurricane recovery dollars that 
Sarasota County is set to disburse through its Resilient SRQ Program.

A Race to shore-up St. Armands Key
The centerpiece of the city’s request is the $25 million St. Armands Resiliency & Flood 

Mitigation Project, deemed the most critical infrastructure priority. 
St. Armands Key, a low-lying, bowl-shaped barrier island, is home to the vital commercial 

hub featuring more than 140 storefronts and restaurants that support approximately 1,100 jobs 
and generate $135 million in annual sales.

The island’s current stormwater system, which relies on pump stations due to its natural, 
flood-prone topography, has proven dangerously inadequate. 

The pump stations were “overwhelmed and/or not fully operational” during severeflooding 
in both 2023 and $2024. 

Moreover, the Key serves as the sole mainland connection for SR 789, a crucial evacuation 
route handling 32,000 vehicles daily. 

Increasing nuisance tides and a 2024 “king tide” event that followed Hurricane Debby’s 
3-foot surge have already forced the closure of the circle 6-8 times annually, flooding roughly 
120 businesses and residences.

Interim City Manager Dave Bullock emphasized the urgency of the situation on Monday. 
“This is not the first nor last time St. Armands will flood. There is an elevation issue,” Mr. 
Bullock stated. He later added, “The infrastructure projects are subject to a lot of competition, 
and I think, for us, if someone were to ask what’s most important, you’d pretty much have to 
say St. Armands.”

The Resilience Imperative
Hydrologic modeling paints a stark picture: the existing pumps provide a less than 5-year 

level of service, a figure projected to drop to less than a 2-year level by 2035 due to projected 
sea-level rise.

The proposed $25 million project—a joint effort with the Town of Longboat Key and 
Sarasota County—is designed to drastically overhaul the island’s defenses. Key adaptation 
measures include:

• Pump-station retrofits with generators.
• Installation of tide-check valves.
• Construction of underground storage vaults.
• Use of permeable pavement and bioswales.
• Deployment of flood barriers.

These measures are intended to restore a 100-year flood protection level of service, eliminate 
structural flooding and roadway closures, and maintain access to the critical evacuation route 
even during 3-foot surges. The project is also expected to significantly reduce environmental 
damage by removing approximately 1,400 pounds of nitrogen per year before discharge into 
Sarasota Bay.

Mr. Bullock noted that addressing stormwater will be a “central component” of the city’s 
long-term “visioning” for the future of St. Armands.

The Looming Deadline
The County Commission will hold its deciding meeting on which projects receive the com-

petitive Resilient SRQ funding on Tuesday, December 16th, 2025 at the Robert L. Anderson 
Administration Center in Venice.

Given the intense competition for the limited federal dollars, the City of Sarasota is urging 
residents and stakeholders to express their support for the St. Armands project to the County 
Commissioners ahead of the December vote.

Contact Your County Commissioners...
The Sarasota County Commission will decide on funding for the St. Armands Resiliency & 

Flood Mitigation Project on Tuesday, December 16th, 2025. Residents and stakeholders are 
urged to contact Commissioners to express their opinion on the $25 million request.

Individual Commissioner Contacts
District  Commissioner Email Address
District 1 Mike Moran mmoran@scgov.net
District 2 Mark Smith mhsmith@scgov.net
District 3 Neil Rainford nrainford@scgov.net
District 4 Joe Neunder jneunder@scgov.net
District 5 Ron Cutsinger rcutsinger@scgov.net

Email ALL Commissioners: commissioners@scgov.net
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Visit our Showroom
4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

941-360-9200941-360-9200Call for a Free Qoute 

www.blindsanddesignsoffl  orida.com

Live life in the perfect light...

  Now 35% Off 
Roller and Solar Screen Shades 

with Free Cordless option 
or Save additional $100 

Off Motorization.

Custom window treatments save energy, protect interiors and add beauty

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200

There’s a stretch of LBK beach that I call Whit-Can, which 
connects Whitney Beach to Beer Can Island. This is what it 
looked and felt like on three different mornings.

Early morning
The sun hidden by clouds has been up for 20 minutes when 

my wife and I step onto the cool, firm sand of Whitney Beach. 
The tide is high and despite the 58-degree morning it feels 
warmer. The din of the lapping waves is soothing.

Above the Gulf water a sooty laughing gull chases an 
orange-billed royal tern but breaks off the chase when the 
tern keeps heading out to sea. The laugher may have taken 
umbrage at the royal tern invading its territory.

Down the beach is a large flock of mixed gulls, terns and 
various shorebirds. A sandwich tern, identifiable by the yellow 
tip of its black bill, lifts up a wing, moving the joint away from 
its body to preen itself. As we walk slowly and quietly among 
the flock, which isn’t disturbed by us, a ring-billed gull stands 
close, allowing me to look directly into its yellow eye. There’s 
something special about looking into the eye of a wild bird.

Nearby a tiny brown backed sandpiper gets a white morsel 
in its bill and quickly does a running take-off over the water. 
Two lithe snowy egrets are walking the water’s edge plying for 
fish. Snowy egrets are 24-inch herons, nicknamed “golden 
slippers” because they have black legs and bright yellow feet 
that are used to stir up fish. A third snowy with a high crest, 
looking as if it’s in breeding plumage, flies in. The new arrival 
quickly chases the others away. They stay together further 
down the beach. The chaser looks like a “madman” as it walks 
away quickly. Another territorial dispute settled.

 
Mid-morning

Mid-morning, a few days later, birds are feeding. There are 
some hungry herons in a lagoon on Beer Can Island. Standing 
in the water is a great blue heron whose head is tilted down 
toward the water with its neck crooked, patiently waiting. It 

KeyNature

MICAHEL GIVANT
Contributing Columnist
news@lbknews.com

The magic of walking Longboat’s north end

Like other egrets, the snowy egret was once killed 
for its plumes. Its population was seriously damaged 
in the 1800’s. It has made a recovery.

can strike a fish with its javelin bill in a millisecond. Beyond it 
is a Louisiana heron. The bird’s gray sides, wine-colored breast 
and white belly, topped by a dashing streak of yellow on its 
long neck, make a smart looking pattern. The bird thrusts it 
bill swiftly and neatly into the water, coming up with a wrig-
gling silver fish that it quickly swallows.

A herring gull is pulling on a large fish, having eaten away 
its middle. The lifeless head and yellow green tail flop as the 
gull throws its catch onto the wet sand. The gull puts the 
fish into its wide-open bill, attempting to swallow the whole 
thing. The gull’s mouth doesn’t seem big enough but the fish 
disappears. The fish’s colorful tail however is sticking out of 
the side of the gull’s bill. Now what? Within seconds the tail 
too has disappeared into the belly of the bird. It then twice 
dips its bill in the water to rinse it. The large and ungainly 
herring gull may not get style points for the way it eats but it 
gets them for cleanliness.

Northern gannets are winter visitors to Florida seen flying 
offshore. On Whitney beach there is a dark immature gannet 
coming closer to shore. Before, there were almost a dozen out 
where the curve of the sea meets the pale sky. Coming closer 
this one spells mystical power. Flying fast, it shows sharply 
bent wings, almost too long for its body, a tubular tail and 
a downward turned head, which scans the water below for 
fish. The bird looks more like an aircraft than a living body 
covered by feathers. It’s a moment to contemplate the mystery 
and majesty of birds. 

 Impending rain 
A solid dark cloud on the horizon stretches as far as the eye 

can see, confirming the forecast for rain. There’s only a lone 
gull on the beach. Birds seem to know when it’s going to rain. 
On Beer Can Island, black skimmers fill a large portion of the 
sky. In bright sun their black backs, sharply bent back wings 
and white bellies would be dazzling. This gray morning they 
look dreary.

Like a rollercoaster, they fly down toward the water and 
rise again, doing this several times. They seem to fly to music 
only they can hear and human ears cannot. Two, trying to 
catch up to the main body, beat the air hurriedly with their 
long tapered wings. The skimmers can only be going to the 
point on the beach where they rest with other gulls and terns. 
But why are they going there now when it’s going to rain? I 
thought birds always seemed to know something about the 
weather. It turns out they do, as only some light drops fall.

I take off my windbreaker and walk back to where I get 
off the beach. The long dark curve of the ocean bends gently 
south to Sarasota and north to Tampa. A lone dolphin raises 
its dark gray body partially out of the water. Tall islands of 
slightly bent grass suggest they’ve endured the elements out 
here. This is my kind of morning; one to be out experiencing 
a cloud formation or feeling the wind and sun or some passing 
raindrops on my face. It’s a morning made to walk Whit-Can 
beach.

Northern Gannets are spectacular divers, plunging into the ocean at high speed.
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Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

issue?  In part because we don’t know where the bacteria are coming from, which means we 
don’t know how to control all the sources.  But also, because if you don’t know the source(s) 
of bacteria, you don’t really know enough about the implications of any findings. For example, 
when she was younger, would I have let my daughter turn over the material in a compost 
heap?  I would, and she has.  Would I let her muck out a horse stall?  I would, but I seriously 
doubt that she would have enjoyed it.  Would I let her clean out porta-potties after a music 
festival?  No way.  Those examples are overly-simplistic, but those are all activities that would 
bring her into contact with bacteria – but they’d come from very different sources, with dif-
ferent implications.

The SBEP is not a regulatory agency.  While we did the work that developed our Numeric 
Nutrient Concentration (NNC) criteria, those criteria were not “official” until they were 
reviewed and adopted by FDEP, with concurrence from EPA.  For bacteria, the guidance we 
have comes from the Florida Department of Health (FDOH), which collects data at designated 
bathing beaches, and FDEP, which tracks water quality criteria for the open waters of the bay.

In Palma Sola Bay, the north side of the causeway is the site of several horse ride vendors, 
who take people out into the bay.  Some of those horses defecate on the beach, some in the 
water.  It is entirely reasonable to assume that horses are at least one source of bacteria in that 
location.  Over the past few months, SBEP has worked to collect data, supplemented by data 
provided by Suncoast Water Keepers, to try and determine just how big a source of those 
bacteria the horses are.  Such approaches – a quantifiable assessment – have been successfully 
completed in other areas.  The overall goal was to have particular sources put into a percentage 
basis by having both a “numerator” and a “denominator”.  In this case, it was intended for the 
bacteria due to horses to be the numerator, and the total amount of “fecal” bacteria to be the 
denominator. 

So, after collecting data at two to four locations, on nine separate days (including four events 
when the ride operators had voluntarily left the causeway), testing for four different indicators 
(90 data points in all), what did we find? 

Well, there is good news and bad news.  The good news is that none of the results found 
evidence of a “hit” from humans as a source of bacteria in Palma Sola Bay for the months of 
August to October.  Social media is rife with folks blaming bacteria levels on local governments 
because “that’s where they dump their sewage,” or “they dump their sewage at night in that 
spot,” or something like that.  Well, we’ve not found that to be the case.  That certainly doesn’t 
mean that sewage overflows are not a big deal – they are.  But it does mean that high levels 
of fecal indicator bacteria do not necessarily mean that an inadequate sewage system or failed 
septic tank systems are at fault. 

Well, what about the horses there?  What we can clearly state is that we did indeed pick 
up evidence of horses as a source of at least some of the bacteria.  What we cannot say is how 
important a source they were.  Why?  Because whether the overall bacteria levels were very low 

example, the amount of nitrogen in the water has declined enough that it has brought about 
a substantial decrease in the amount of floating microscopic algae in the bay.  We have also 
seen, where we have the data, a commensurate and considerable decline in the amount of drift 
macroalgae.   Related to those findings, the amount of seagrass in the bay recently increased by 
19%, an improvement of nearly 2,000 acres, likely capable of supporting more than 70 mil-
lion fish.  Reduced loads of the most important forms of nitrogen are responsible for this good 
news.  Our cleaner bay should be less likely to be a location where red tides can explode based 
on local nutrient enrichment, as seems to have happened in 2018.

But that news, good as it is, reflects the nutrient-related aspects of the bay’s health.  What 
about the fish populations?  The clams and oysters?  The dolphins and manatees?  How are 
they doing?  Well, we don’t have solid information – yet.  But the SBEP’s Technical Advisory 
Committee is likely to want to look into this in more detail in the near future.  Those “higher 
level” indicators are important to monitor.  We didn’t ignore those data gaps over the last few 
years; we simply prioritized attention on nutrients and water quality. Now that we have a 
firmer grip on nutrients and water quality, we need to find out if our recent nutrient manage-
ment actions have brought about the system response we were anticipating, in terms of benefits 
to wildlife.

There’s a third aspect related to the bay’s health that needs to be considered – the levels of 
bacteria found in some locations at some times.  As you know, we’ve been discussing the topic 
of bacteria, health standards, and results from our work (as well as that of others) for several 
years now, as summarized here:

August 2022 - Director’s Note: Wastewater overflows – Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
October 2022 - Director’s Note: Initial findings, post-Ian – Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
December 2022 - Hurricane Ian’s Impact on Sarasota Bay
July 2024 - Director’s Note: Palma Sola Bay – how’s it doing lately? – Sarasota Bay Estuary 

Program
August 2024 - Director’s Note: Latest on water quality post-Debby – Sarasota Bay Estuary 

Program
September 2024 - Director’s Note: Bacteria levels – 4 weeks after Debby – Sarasota Bay 

Estuary Program
October 2024 - Director’s Note: Is it safe to go into the water? – Sarasota Bay Estuary 

Program
August 2025 - Director’s Note: Bacteria Source Identification Efforts – Sarasota Bay Estuary 

Program
September 2025 - Director’s Note: Potential sources of bacteria along Palma Sola Bay – 

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
As you can see, we’ve discussed this topic a number of times with our Policy Board and local 

stakeholders.  But why don’t we have a course of action to “do something” about our bacteria 

Editor Letters
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When you eat is as important as what. The conclusion, 
“When you eat could be as important as what you eat,” 
is virtually the same sentence I wrote 10 years ago. The 
article is from a recent edition of The 
Economist, with its excellent science 
section, entitled, “Does light make 
you fat?” The real question—what 
took you so long to figure this out?

Past is prologue
Fritz Halberg gave the same meal to 

American military recruits—one meal 
at different times of day. The soldiers 
who ate the 2000-calorie repast in the 
morning lost weight; those who had it 
for lunch showed no weight change; 
those who ate it for supper gained weight. The date of the 
study—1972.

It’s also been known for decades that shift workers gain 
more weight than non-shift workers. They have far more GI complaints, as well.

Animal studies produce the same results. Mice who were kept in dim light during their 
night, when they were normally active, gained 5 percent more weight than those living through 
the normal light-dark cycle. Much of the weight they gained appeared when they ate during 
the daytime, when they would normally sleep.

Night-eating humans also gain a lot of weight. And they develop higher lipid and sugar levels 
than when eating during the day.

So why are these elements of human design so hard for people to grasp?

Body clocks, human design
In 1959 Fritz Halberg gave poison to a group of animals. Virtually all of them died. He then 

gave the same amount of poison to the same type of animal, but 12 hours later on the clock 
than the first group. All survived.

Chronobiology—time’s effect on biology—has been established for more than 50 years. Yet 
people still can’t seem to understand that they change, powerfully but predictably, throughout 
the day. The problem may be the Machine Model of health and disease.

The Machine Model
You pick up the standard line early in your school years—the body is a very complicated 

machine, but it’s a machine. It stays the same through the magical process of homeostasis—
getting all the parts to work well together in physiologic harmony. When everything is oiled 
and well greased, it all goes down well—and you’re well. A part breaks down, and you get sick.

What’s wrong with the model? Pretty much everything. First, most of you gets replaced in 
hours to weeks. The system is remaking and recreating itself all the time, quickly and differ-
ently.

Second, you are different from minute to minute. The 24-hour day-night cycle is a design 
element of pretty much all terrestrial life, and you do things differently on the hour. That’s 
why sports records are set in the early evening, when your body is more powerful and accurate.

When is as important as what you eat
StayingAlive

MATTHEW EDLUND, MD
ContributingColumnist
news@lbknews.com

Humans are designed for different activities at different times of day. 
Third, you constantly learn. Your system 

is not only changing, but also changing with 
age, with environment and with everything 
to which your body has responded. That 
learning can and eventually does radically 
change your body’s rebuild.

So you’re never the same from day to day. 
Your brain is different. Your gut is different. 
Your skin is different. Even your memories 
are different.

Yet this level and pace of change may be 
so overwhelming that it’s not dealt with at 
all—we refuse to see it. That is why teenagers 
think they don’t need to sleep. Why CEOs 
proudly announce how little they rest. Why 
work becomes a 24-7 fest—why should 4 
a.m. be different from 4 p.m.?

Because it is. Humans are designed for 
different activities at different times of day. 
Like eating more in the morning, when your 
baseline insulin levels are higher and you 

metabolize food more effectively, and less at night, when you will gain more weight, have 
higher lipid levels and not sleep as well.

It’s not homeostasis that matters, but how you grow yourself and change, how effective your 
rebuild is; that’s what helps determine whether you get fatter or thinner, smaller or smarter. 
And much of that rebuild is under your control.

But first you have to recognize that rebuilding, reengineering and reinventing is what you 
and your body do superlatively well. Timing it right makes it work.

MATTHEW EDLUND

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237
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100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Steven
Kepecz

Leah
George

941-780-0597

Judy
Kepecz-Hays

941-587-1700 941-376-6411

 IN THE WORLD

$3.4 Billion Career Sales

NEW TO THE MARKET

603 Longboat Club Road #402N
$1,350,000 

LBKTowers402N.com

Longboat Key Towers
Our expertise is undeniable—deeply understanding the local market and truly listening to our clients.

1211 Gulf of Mexico Dr 
#704 - $999,000 

Promenade704.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Dr  
#105 - $899,000 

Promenade105.com

PromenadePromenade

1300 Benjamin Franklin Drive #709
$3,750,000 

BeachResidences709.com

The Beach Residences

Ritz-Carlton Managed

Country Club Shores

521 Wedge Lane 
$1,880,000 

521WedgeLn.com

Deeded 
Beach Access

757 Hideaway Bay Drive 
 $7,488,000 

757HideawayBay.com

Hideaway Bay

2165 Gulf of Mexico Drive #114
$2,250,000 

VillaDiLancia114.com

Villa di Lancia

139 S Washington Drive 
$17,500,000 

CasaDelCarnevale.com

Casa del Carnevale on St. Armands

NEW TO THE MARKET

6473 Gulf of Mexico Drive
$2,895,000 

6473SleepyLagoon.com

Sleepy Lagoon

L’Ambiance

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801
$6,995,000

LAmbianceA801.com

435 L’Ambiance Drive #L807
$3,500,000 | Furnished

LAmbianceL807.com 

415 L’Ambiance Drive #B202
$2,500,000 | Furnished
LAmbianceB202.com

NEW TO THE MARKET

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
#126 - $2,100,000 
Tangerine126.com 

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive 
#211 - $938,500 

Tangerine211.com

Tangerine Bay Club
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

BIRD KEY   •  SARASOTA 
247 Robin Drive

New Construction  •   $13,999,000 

BIRD KEY  •  SARASOTA 
605 Wild Turkey Lane
2,200 SF  •  $1,995,000 

L’AMBIANCE  •  LONGBOAT KEY
 435 L’Ambiance Dr #J703
3BR/2BA/1HB •  $4,795.000 

GRAND BAY  •  LONGBOAT KEY
3030 Grand Bay Blvd #381

3BR/3.5BA   •  Furnished  •   $2,795,000 

BEACHES  •  LONGBOAT KEY
775 Longboat Club Rd #203

3BR/3BA  •  Gulffront  •  $1,999,000 

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES • LONGBOAT KEY 
510 Wedge Lane

4BR/3BA  •  Canal front  •  $2,215.000 

NOW PENDING

that allows charter groups to occupy any school with “underused” space, regardless of its aca-
demic performance.

Looming Threat and an Urgency to Act
The catalyst for the vote is a new provision that allows certain charter organizations to 

request co-location in any public school with empty seats. Notices of intent from six state-des-
ignated “hope operators” are expected to begin arriving as early as November 11th, triggering 
a short window for the district to object. Premature notices have already been received from 
Miami-based Mater Academy, targeting schools like Emma E. Booker Elementary, Brookside 
Middle, and Oak Park.Board member Tom Edwards made it clear that the vote was a reluctant 
necessity imposed by the state legislature.

“It is because of Schools for Hope, and it is because of this express timeline,” Edwards stated. 
“And I’ll point out to you that I would never approve this kind of conversation without a 
substantially more robust budget.”

A Multibillion-Dollar Overhaul: Cost Questions Persist
Superintendent Connor has staked the plan’s financial justification on its ability to recapture 

student enrollment—and the associated state funding—that is currently leaking to charter 
schools.

“If we were to recapture, let’s say, 90 to 100% of those that typically would have left fifth 
grade to go to a 6th grade charter, they stay with us; that would actually equate to more rev-
enue than the planned expense on these instructional units,” Connor asserted.

The defensive measures include:
• Expanding four elementary schools (Alta Vista, Brentwood, Gulf Gate, and Wilkinson) 

into K-8 campuses. The K-8 model is intended to retain students through middle school.
• Re-imagining Brookside Middle as the Gulf Coast Academy of Innovation & Technology.
• Demolishing two aging buildings at Alta Vista Elementary and Fruitville Elementary.
Connor defended the demolitions, citing state requirements and fiscal prudence. Speaking 

of the Alta Vista building, he noted: “It’s very, very old. It has outlived its usefulness, and it 
makes more sense for us to actually demo that building than it does to invest money into 
repairing and renovating that building. The same goes for there is a building five at Fruitville.”

However, Edwards raised multiple warnings about the lack of a detailed financial blueprint.

Neighborhoods and Community Impact
The plan, which aims to reduce the district’s 5,600 “under-utilized seats” by over 3,000, 

was broadly supported by community members who criticized the charter law as a “hostile 
takeover.”

However, resident Elizabeth Hall raised pointed concerns about the effect of the K-8 expan-
sion on local communities.

With the unanimous vote, Sarasota County is now on a fast track to fundamentally alter its 
educational footprint, hoping to prevent a financial drain under a law that requires districts to 
provide maintenance, utilities, and even food service to co-located charter schools at no cost 
to the operator.

respondents indicated they think the city should proceed. Among those who primarily reside 
and vote in Sarasota, support was even higher at 93%.

“We think this is an important step in making the city’s barrier islands more resilient,” said 
St. Armands Residents Association President Goglia, noting that two of the association’s direc-
tors spoke in support at the recent commission meeting. “Longboat Key had already buried 
its utilities and only had minimal issues during last year’s storm surge. It’s safer and faster for 
utility companies to fix issues because they don’t need bucket trucks.”

The push for enhanced resiliency comes after years of hurricane-related outages and follows 
the example of the nearby Town of Longboat Key, which recently completed its own extensive 
project to bury all power lines after nearly a decade, at a cost of approximately $43 million. 
Property owners there are paying an average of $4,200 in assessments over 30 years.

To fund a potential project in Sarasota, the city is considering creating special taxing districts 
on Lido and St. Armands Key, which would require property owners to fund the investment 
through assessments.

Dennis Bischoff, a Lido Shores resident speaking on behalf of his neighborhood, highlighted 
the urgency for the vulnerable barrier islands. “The key word here is resiliency,” Bischoff said. 
“Lido Shores, Lido Key, St. Armands are on a fragile barrier island and far more subject to 
Mother Nature, and to have power lines underground is obvious and should be a priority for 
the homeowners, businesses, for the City of Sarasota and Florida Power and Light.”

Bischoff pointed out FPL data suggesting underground lines perform up to 14 times better 
than overhead lines during major storms, reducing repair time and long-term costs. He noted 
strong support from his community, with 97% of a majority of surveyed households voting 
in favor.

Carl Shoffstall, President of the Lido Key Residents Association, also voiced support for the 
project in a letter to the City. The board of the association unanimously agreed to ask the city 
to proceed with the plan, to be paid for by property owners in the neighborhoods. An email 
survey of their members showed that 93% of respondents supported the project.

Shoffstall’s letter read, “Our board discussed and reviewed the experiences of other barrier 
islands that are FPL customers and are optimistic that this project will significantly improve 
safety, resiliency and aesthetics on Lido, but also recognize that the project must extend 
through St. Armand’s to have the maximum effect for us.” The survey also provided insight 
into preferred payment methods, with 59% of respondents favoring an ad valorem tax and 
71% opting to spread payments over 20 years.

The commission’s vote authorizes staff to hire a consultant to develop a preliminary cost 
estimate. Because the project requires coordination with several utilities, staff estimate it could 
take between four and seven years to complete.

Sarasota’s proposed voluntary effort is separate from Florida Power & Light’s (FPL) statewide 
Storm Secure Underground Program, which is funded by a surcharge on all customer bills. 
FPL is currently in the process of undergrounding 10 miles of overhead lines in several existing 
neighborhoods within the City of Sarasota under that separate program. The utility has also 
requested a record base rate increase from the state that could add up to an additional $18 per 
month to customer bills.

Underground, from page 1
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Oct. 30
Assist agency

7:49 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 2100 block of 

Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to an agency assist for 
a possible bonfire on the beach. Upon arrival, Longboat 
Key Fire Department determined that the fire observed 
was from tiki torches. Case clear.

Oct. 31
Property damage

1:30 p.m.
Officer Maple and Officer Nazareno were dispatched 

to Exeter Drive for a property damage call. The call was 
in reference to a Gold Mercedes Benz convertible that had backed into a palm tree on the prop-
erty of Longboat Harbour. Upon arrival, Officer Maple met with a witness who was passing by 
the scene and said he came across an accident but did not observe anything. Officer Pescuma 
ran the license plate and tracked down the address of the driver who lived in one of the apart-
ments. Officer Pescuma made contact with the driver who stated he was attempting to move 
his vehicle after it had sat for three months. The driver stated when he put the car in reverse 
the car surge despite him having the brake applied with a significant amount of force. The 
vehicle reversed approximately 100 feet across the parking lot and came to rest against a small 
palm tree with the impact area being the left driver’s side rear bumper. Significant damage was 
observed to the rear bumper. The left rear wheel was also buried in the rock bed but there were 
no other vehicles stuck or any personal injuries. The driver said he didn’t sustain any injuries 
and turned down the offer of EMS. The driver had been in touch with the property manage-
ment and was just awaiting word from his insurance as to what course of action to take. The 
vehicle was not blocking traffic and was left in the position of impact. Damage was contained 
to private property and appears to be only civil in nature. Nothing further to report. Case clear.

Nov. 1
Trespassing

2:02 p.m.
Sgt. Smith while on patrol made contact with a man who was seated in a dark gray Toyota 

Tacoma in the parking lot of the vacation rental property. The man said he had stayed at this 
location previously and believed his wife had made new reservations for the same unit. After 
checking his confirmation, the man realized that the reservation was actually for the Inn and 
apologized for the misunderstanding. The property owner was notified of the circumstances 
and was satisfied with the explanation and declined to pursue trespass warnings or further 
action. The man departed the property without incident. Case clear.

Property
3:44 p.m.
Sgt. Smith arrived at Longboat Club Road and made contact with a driver of a U-Haul truck 

with an Arizona license plate. Investigation determined that the driver attempted to enter the 
covered entryway of the Key Club Spa and struck the overhead awning with the top of the 
vehicle. Minor structural damage was observed to the overhang, no injuries were reported. 
On scene security personnel, were notified of the findings and documented the incident for 
property management. No signs of impairment were noted and no criminal violations were 
observed. The incident was determined to be accidental in nature and closed as a property 
damage report. Information was completed and the parties exchanged information. Case clear.

Nov. 2
Vehicle

3:55 a.m.
Officer Martinson while on patrol observed a gray Honda SUV parked at Overlook Park 

after hours. When Officer Martinson approached the vehicle, he observed a man sleeping in 

the front driver seat. Officer Martinson knocked on the 
window and he woke up. Officer Mrtinson advised the 
man that the park was closed and he can’t sleep in his 
vehicle. The man apologized and left without incident. 
Officer Martinson ran both the man and his vehicle 
through NCIC/FCIC and they came back clear of any 
wants or warrants. Case clear.

Citizen assist
9:28 p.m.
Officer Miklos and Sgt. Puccio were dispatched to 

Harbor Sound Drive in reference to a citizens assist 
report. Sarasota Sheriff ’s Office Dispatch advised that 
the caller requested officers check all the doors to her 
residence due to construction workers gaining access to 

her main living area. Upon arrival, Sgt. Puccio and Officer Miklos conducted a check of all 
the doors and discovered an unlocked door on the southside of the residence near the air con-
ditioning unit. Officer Miklos contacted the caller and advised her of the unlocked door. The 
caller advised that the door led to her garage and requested to check the door from inside the 
garage to the residence. Officer Miklos discovered the door inside the garage to be unlocked. 
Sgt. Puccio and Officer Miklos retrieved the key from a lockbox on the front door of the 
residence at the request of the caller. The interior garage door was secured and no other doors 
were unsecured. The caller advised that no further police assistance was required. Case clear.

Nov. 3
Found property

3:00 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the 5400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference 

to the caller wanting to make a report of lost property. Upon arriving on scene at the police 
parking lot. Officer Pescuma met with the caller who stated he arrived to Longboat Key on 
Nov. 1 and is staying at the Zota Resort. Then on Nov. 1, the caller stated he went to the ice 
cream shop for a milkshake and paid with a credit card and tipped with cash. The caller claims 
to have last seen his wallet and then went back to his hotel. The caller attempted to retrace 
his steps with negative results. The caller described the wallet as a black leather tri-fold with 
the following contents: $50 U.S. currency, Visa credit card, American Express card, Medtronic 
cards, photo. The caller will continue to search his hotel room and will advise if he locates his 
wallet. In the mean time, he is cancelling his credit cards and the officer will notify him if a 
wallet is turned in. Case clear.

Nov. 4
Incident

6:46 p.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to the area of Yawl Lane in reference to a possible burglary 

in progress. The caller said that he observed what appeared to be a flashlight in home across 
the canal from his residence. The caller lives on Cutter Lane and believes the residence address 
is on Yawl Lane where the alleged burglary was taking place. The caller did not wish to meet. 
Upon arriving on scene, Officer Ericsson and Officer Pescuma observed a red Toyota pickup 
and a man in the driveway later identified. Officer Pescuma advised the man their reason for 
being there and requested to know if he was required to be at the residence. The man stated 
he is a handyman for the homeowner. Officer Pescuma made contact with the man who is 
currenly out of state and verified that the man had permission to be at the residence. No crime 
was committed and the call was reclassified as a suspicious incident. Case clear.

Noise
7:19 p.m.
Officer Ericsson was dispatched to Chipping Lane on a noise disturbance. Upon arrival, 

Officer Ericsson observed a concrete truck and individuals loading concrete into a mobile 
buggy. Officer Ericsson contacted the supervisor and advised him of the town noise ordinance, 
more specifically, the days and times construction noise is prohibited. The supervisor imme-
diately apologized stated he was not aware of the ordinance and shut down the job. Within 
a matter of minutes, the workers loaded up the equipment and cleared the scene. Case clear.

Nov. 5
Vehicle

8:16 a.m.
Sgt. Smith was dispatched to the Boathouse on Longboat in reference to a disturbance. The 

caller reported that the driver was operating his vehicle in a reckless manner, spinning tires in 
crushed shell and appearing to intentionally cause damage to the caller’s vehicle. Upon arrival, 
no visible damage was found to any vehicles. Contact was made with the building owner 
and association president. The building owner said that due to the driver’s actions and recent 
behavior, the driver is no longer welcome on the property out of concern he may cause harm 
to others. Contact was made with the driver who was informed he is trespassed from the prop-
erty at the request of the owner. During the conversation, the driver claimed that the caller 
had committed an assault against him and later provided a video of the incident. The video 
depicts the driver running toward the caller while yelling at him. The driver stated he wished 
to pursue charges. He was advised to return to the location to complete a sworn written state-
ment; however, during the call, a female voice instructed the driver to hang up and the line 
was disconnected. Based on the statements and evidence, the alleged assault was determined 
to be unfounded. The video shows the driver as the primary aggressor and his behavior toward 
the caller appears to stem from frustration over losing work accounts which he blamed on the 
caller. The building owner confirmed that the caller is authorized to be on the property and 
serves as the night security and fire watch employee. Case clear.
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LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

Laid-Back Waterfront Living!

744 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY • LONGBOAT KEY
3BR/2BA  •  1,688 SF  •  $1,200,000

Fully renovated, furnished 
coastal retreat includes a 
single car garage, deeded 
beach access and two boat 
lifts with quick access to 
the Bay and Gulf. 

405 BRYN MAWR ISLAND, BRADENTON
2BR/2BA  •  1,392 SF  •  $649,000

Never flooded!  This POOL 
home, with a 70 ft. private
waterfront dock, is located 
on a deep saltwater canal 
with direct bridge-free 
access to Bay.

CALL FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR!
Teddi Aberle, Realtor  •  813.503.6128  •  teddiaberle@yahoo.com

Your Hometown Realty, Inc.  •  P. O. Box 10367  •  Bradenton, FL  34282

Editor Letters
(i.e., August 5th, September 16th, September 29th, October 14th, October 21st), extremely 
high (August 26th), or in between the two extremes, we almost always did not find horses to 
be a substantial enough contributor to the overall bacteria levels to be able to be quantified.  
Or we couldn’t detect them at all.  On August 26th, for example, we had very high levels of 
enterococci bacteria in Palma Sola Bay after a big rain event. For that day’s samples, we had 
a detectable and quantifiable hit for an overall indicator of “fecal sources” based on a more 
specific marker than enterococci bacteria (Bacteroides GenBac3).  But at the same time, the 
number of bacteria that could be reasonably associated with horses as a source was in the cat-
egory of “detected, not quantifiable”.  Which means, we had “hits” for horses, but not at high 
enough levels to determine if they were a major or a minor source. We did find a quantifiable 
number of bacteria from horses one time, but it was during a period when the overall levels of 
bacteria met Class 3 marine waters criteria, and when the overall level of fecal-specific sources 
was at non-detectable levels.  Hard to interpret those results, frankly.

It’s important to keep in mind that none of the State of Florida’s three “fecal indicator 
bacteria” (fecal coliform bacteria, E. coli, and enterococci) are specific to humans, mammals, 
or even animals as a source.  You could have high levels of enterococci because of leaky septic 
tanks and sewage spills.  But you could also have elevated levels of enterococci bacteria from 
raccoons or decomposing seaweed. 

You know what source we did find, at levels high enough to be quantified, more times than 
any other?  Birds.  But what are you going to do with that information?  As one of our staff 
put it, “They were here first.”  And they’re right. 

Wanna know why our Ecosystem Health Report Card doesn’t include bacteria?  This is why.  
We don’t know what levels are “background”, which could be used to represent values from 
natural sources.  I’ve seen horses poop in Palma Sola Bay – as have others. That’s not good, and 
the vendors need to stay on top of that.  But I’ve also seen a picture of “horse poop” in the bay 
that appears to be from manatees, not horses.  And I’ve seen plenty of birds pooping as they 
take off from the beach.  Humans and horses are not the only animals that defecate in our local 
waters.  As anyone who’s ever owned an aquarium knows, fish poop as well.  Does fish poop 
test positive for enterococci?  We don’t know.  And when even decomposing vegetation could 
be a source of bacteria, that further adds to a very complicated topic.

The SBEP’s stakeholders may decide that this topic requires more study and that the SBEP 
should take the lead on such an effort.  But I caution that this is a regional and state-wide 
issue, with implications for all those local governments struggling to respond to findings of 
being “out of compliance” with established criteria for bacteria.  SBEP has done a lot to help 
advance these discussions, but in my opinion, formulating a more holistic approach to this 
topic requires the participation of FDEP, FDOH, EPA, and others.  SBEP could devote its 
entire budget for science-based projects towards this topic, and we’d not likely be much farther 
along than we are right now, in terms of guidance.

As we’ve stated numerous times, it is not a good idea to swim anywhere in the bay after heavy 

rainfall and documented wastewater overflow events.  But should you be scared to wade into 
the water to load your boat onto a trailer at a local ramp where sloughed-off seagrass blades 
and seaweed have accumulated, and where various shorebirds are poking around looking for 
something to eat in the wrack line?  That’s not a worry that I have. 

Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Senate Bill 180
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
The attached proposed amendments to SB 180 seem to dramatically and positively limit the 

application of that law.  I think it satisfies the concerns we had about enacting our changes to 
the canal docking and boating ordinance and to the freeboard requirements (as opposed to 
options) following FEMA’s reduction of the flood plain level.  But I think it would be prudent, 
and a good test, for Maggie and Allen to review the proposed amendment to be sure it would 
permit those actions by Longboat.  Thanks.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Senate Bill 180
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
At the request of a fellow Commissioner, I am sharing the attached proposed amendment 

to Senate Bill 180. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Savannah Cobb
Assistant to Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key -Upcoming Events
To: Longboat Key Commission
The Town Manager’s Monthly Brief is hot off the press! If you haven’t had a chance to check 

out what’s happening this month, now’s your chance. Our Communications Team would like 
to remind the community about our Veterans Day & 70th Anniversary Celebration happen-
ing this Saturday. The event will take place at the Town Center Green from 4-6 pm. Attached, 
you’ll find the program for the event. Come out and enjoy a fantastic lineup of speakers, 
followed by mingling with our sponsors, vendors, and other community members while you 
enjoy light refreshments, drinks, and jazz music by Michael J Ross & Company.

Additionally, our Fire Department wants to share some exciting news. This Thursday, from 

Letters, from page 6

See Letters, page 12
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10-11 am at Town Hall, there will be a presentation about Longboat Links. The Longboat 
Key Fire Rescue Department has teamed up with Youthful Aging Home Care to provide any 
necessary assistance that our residents may need. We hope you can join us and learn more 
about this wonderful program.

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events. If you have any questions or need 
further information, feel free to reach out to me or any of our town staff.

Tina Adams
Fire Administration & Communications Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Friday’s 1 p.m. meeting with County Commission
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
My suggestion would be to have one or two representatives speak under public comment.  

The bigger show of support will be needed when the County Commission is actually deliberat-
ing the allocations.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Friday’s 1 p.m. meeting with County Commission
To: Chris Goglia
I am forwarding this to my Town email, as I must, and would like Howard’s input on your 

question about Friday. You should know that our Commission yesterday unanimously agreed 
to support your Resiliency Project and to deliver a formal

Chris:  I am forwarding this to my Town email, as I must, and would like Howard’s input 
on your question about Friday.  You should know that our Commission yesterday unanimously 
agreed to support your Resiliency Project and to deliver a formal note to that effect to the 
Sarasota County Commission at Friday’s meeting.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Friday’s 1 p.m. meeting with County Commission
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier and Town Manager Howard Tipton
Do you think it would be a good idea for me, and perhaps also a representative of the 

St. Armands Circle (Merchants) Association, to come to your Friday 1pm meeting with the 
County Commission, and speak during the Public Comment section about the importance 
of the St. Armands Resiliency & Flood Mitigation Project?  Heck, I could probably round up 
more people than that.

Chris Goglia
President
St. Armands Residents Association

November 2025 Town Manager Brief
To: Longboat Key residents
The November Town Manager Brief is out! Here are the latest updates from the Town:
Veterans Day & 70th Anniversary Celebration: Saturday, Nov. 8, 4 p.m. at Town Center 

Green. Speakers, refreshments, music, and community mingling.
Citizens Academy – 5 Spots Left: Wednesdays, Jan. 14 – Feb. 25, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.; gradu-

ation on Mar. 2 at 11 a.m.. Learn how local government works.
AI Phone System Pilot: Starts Nov. 10. Call 941-316-1966 for 24/7 AI assistance; staff avail-

able during business hours.
Light Up Longboat: Holiday celebration with tree lighting, live entertainment, festive treats, 

and community fun.
Utilities Undergrounding Project: New backlit street signs installed; light poles coming soon 

along east side of Gulf of Mexico Drive.
Gulf of Mexico Drive Turn Lane Project: Night work Nov. 4-7, 9 p.m. – 6 a.m. Substantial 

completion Nov. 7; final landscaping completed by Nov. 31.
Please see the attached Brief for the full update.
Savannah Cobb
Executive Assistant to Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key Town Commission Meeting: SR 789 
“Gulf of Mexico Drive”

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
All good news. Thanks, Isaac.  
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key Town Commission Meeting: SR 789 
“Gulf of Mexico Drive”

To: Longboat Key Commission
As you will note below, the FDOT contractor is scheduled to have the “Gulf of Mexico 

Drive” signs reinstalled tomorrow November 4, 2025.  FDOT plans to send the Town confir-
mation once the work is complete.

Additionally, FDOT is taking active steps to upgrade and install new vehicle detection tech-
nology at our two traffic signalized intersections (Longboat Club Road and Bay Isles Parkway).  

The original detection systems were damaged during last year’s storms; this proposed radar 
technology is anticipated to function better than the previous system.  That update is below 
as well.

Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager 
Town of Longboat Key

Town of Longboat Key Town Commission Meeting: SR 789 
“Gulf of Mexico Drive”

To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Isaac Brownman
Our contractor confirmed they can have the signs re-installed tomorrow. We will provide 

photos once complete. @Isaac Brownman An update on your signal detection request from our 
previous phone call: We are waiting on quotes from Wavetronix and

Our contractor confirmed they can have the signs re-installed tomorrow. We will provide 
photos once complete.

An update on your signal detection request from our previous phone call:
We are waiting on quotes from Wavetronix and Transcore (our contractor). We will be 

upgrading the detection to a more appropriate radar-based detection due to the proximity to 
the beach which will provide longevity and ease of maintenance. Right now, the equipment 
vendor has approximately a 6-week lead time. We are hopeful that we can have the detection 
installed and functioning before the start of the peak-peak season in January.

Steven Davis
District Traffic Operations Engineer
Florida Department of Transportation District 1

November Bay Bulletin
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Thank you, Gary! Your kind words are much appreciated.
Megan Barry
Public Outreach Manager
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
 

November Bay Bulletin
To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Public Outreach Manager Megan Barry
And to you, Megan, also a happy Halloween. And what a beautiful night it was for. The Bay 

Bulletin looks wonderful. And the photo session went picture perfect. It must be mentioned, 
that The mayor, the town Commission and all of our staff are very appreciative and honored 
to work with you and your organization. Everyone loves working with a positive results winner, 
and you guys are it.  I’ll see you oat the next meeting. If I can be any assistance with anything 
please let me know. 

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

November Bay Bulletin
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin 
Happy Friday and happy Halloween! Below is the November Sarasota Bay Bulletin, which 

includes program updates from October leading into November. Please let us know if you have 
any questions. On a separate but related note, we are immensely appreciative of the TLBK 
Commission, Mayor, and staff for their participation in our ribbon-cutting ceremony. I hope 
you agree that it went well!

 
Administration  	

SBEP is in the process of hiring a Staff Scientist. It is anticipated that the new staff member 
will begin in January 2026.   

SBEP’s Fiscal Year 2025 (Oct 2024 – September 2025) data is in: 
Over 14,500 lbs. of trash were removed at cleanup events  
30 public events, presentations, and appearances 
80 media mentions 
640 students engaged in bay-related education and field trips 
2,500 people engaged 
2,100 volunteer hours leveraged    
20 acres of land enhanced through targeted removal of exotic plant species  
1,913 acres of seagrass gained since 2022, providing habitat for more than 70 million fish 
2,000 feet of urban shoreline slated for restoration or bay-friendly retrofits  
4,000 native plants installed 

Habitat Restoration  	
The storm-damaged City Island Boardwalk restoration is complete. A ribbon-cutting event 

will be held in January or February 2026.   
A contractor has been selected for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Park. Construction 

is slated for the first quarter of 2026.     

Outreach &  Communications  	
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was held on Wednesday, October 29, at Bayfront Park to cele-

brate the new living seawall. Approximately 50 people attended the event. SBEP thanks TLBK 
and their staff for the success of the project and event.   

SBEP Citizens Advisory Committee and TLBK Green Team members are assisting with 
monitoring the ecological progression of the seawall.  

SBEP will be hosting an event at the Bishop Museum of Science and Nature on Tuesday, 

Editor Letters

See Letters, page 13
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November 18, at 6:30 PM. The event will feature a short film and presentations on manatees 
and seagrass.  

Water Quality  
The Sarasota Bay Water Quality Protection Plan (WQPP) was approved by the SBEP Policy 

Board on September 12, 2025. The WQPP will track projects by local governments to prevent 
pollutant load increases over the next 30 years. The plan was developed and reviewed by the 
Water Quality Consortium, which includes representatives from several local and state agen-
cies. It is available for viewing on SBEP’s website.  

  Megan Barry
Public Outreach Manager
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

November 3, 2025: Agenda Packet
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Item 6A has been updated to accurately reflect the correct District Seats scheduled for elec-

tion in 2026. The previous version of the Ordinance (Section 5) incorrectly listed District 5 
and one At-Large seat. This has now been corrected.

I sincerely apologize for the oversight and appreciate your understanding. Measures will be 
in place to ensure this does not occur again. We look forward to seeing you at today’s 1 p.m. 
meeting.

Stephanie Garcia
Town Clerk II
Town of Longboat Key

November 3, 2025: Agenda Packet
To: Longboat Key Commission
The Finance Department has further analyzed the year-end transfers related to Resolution 

2025-30, agenda item 6B for Monday’s Commission meeting. The amounts for Fire, Police, 
and Contingency adjustments have changed due to additional FY25 invoices being received 
for both Fire and Police.  The net effect of these additional expenses has increased the Fire 
Department’s negative balance and decreased the Police Department’s positive remaining 
amount for FY25, therefore, causing a decrease in available budget in the Police Department 
and an increase to the amount needed from the Contingency budget.  Please see the most 
up-to-date Memorandum and Resolution for this agenda item, attached. I apologize for the 
inconvenience this may cause. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Stephanie Garcia
Town Clerk II
Town of Longboat Key 

Article on sea level rise
To: Sarasota City Manager Dave Bullock
I thought this sharable article in the NY Times was very effective in conveying NYC’s vulner-

ability to sea level rise, storm surge, localized flooding from rainfall and tidal flooding. It also 
graphically explained many of the options available to address these issues.

I’m sharing it as a possible model for how Sarasota might present our city’s watershed and 
climate adaptation reports in an easy-to-understand format. This would be quite useful if we 
need public action and/or support for our plans (I imagine that Miles could create an excellent 
video along these lines).

Debbie Trice
Commissioner
City of Sarasota

Players Historical Designation
To: Sarasota City Clerk Shayla Griggs
Please remove Item XII. 4 from agenda on request of the Mayor. The Players have asked for 

more time to review the request. Thank you.
Dave Bullock
Interim City Manager
City of Sarasota 

Players Historical Designation
To: Sarasota City Manager Dave Bullock
I have spoken to the Players and have now received a formal request to remove this item 

from the November 3rd, 2025 Commission agenda, in order that they be allowed more time 
to respond to the topic.

We understand the value of the Player’s taking the time needed to fully evaluate all the 
options and issues, so the Commission can have all possible information. Accordingly, we will 
postpone this issue being brought before the Historic Preservation Board until after such time 
as the Commission has met to deliberate on this issue.

If you would be so kind as to confirm when the item has been removed from the Agenda I 
will then inform all the expected attendees of the schedule change.

Susan Dodd
Historic Preservation Senior Planner

Players Historical Designation
To: Sarasota City Manager Dave Bullock
I will reach out to the Players CEO immediately, and respond back with an update as soon 

as possible.

Susan Dodd
Historic Preservation Senior Planner

Players Historical Designation
To: Sarasota City Planning Director Steve Cover
Michael Shelton contacted the mayor. Please find out where they are with this.  If they have 

had a change and need more time from their leadership, we can pull it. But find out what’s up
Dave Bullock
Interim City Manager
City of Sarasota

Players Historical Designation
To: Sarasota City Manager Dave Bullock
I’m not sure why they’re doing this.  They are well aware of what’s being considered.  Susan 

and Wayne have been talking with them constantly about this. We even went on a tour of the 
auditorium to go over their plans for the space.

Steve Cover
Planning Director
City of Sarasota

Players Historical Designation
To: Sarasota City Planning Director Steve Cover
Someone from the Players asked the mayor to have the item pulled because they have not 

had time to respond to the issue. I thought they were involved in the discussion? What’s going 
on?

Dave Bullock
City Manager
City of Sarasota 
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THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

44
92

99
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT  AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS   THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   iPHONE & iPAD  BIRDING   

NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS   NORDIC WALKING  
LANGUAGES PIANO LESSONS  

SUNDAY CONCERTS   BROADWAY BIOS  
CRAFTS  SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2025-2026
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Welcoming the clients and 
stylists after the closing of 

David Gregory Salon!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

BE WELL WITH DR. MESA!
•  Direct Primary Care
•  Weight Management
•  Anti-Aging Care
•  Now Offering: The HydraFacial

Dr. Nathalia Mesa
941-251-0600
www.mesaesthetics.com

Wildewood Professional Plaza
3645 Cortez Road West, Suite 110
Bradenton, FL 34210

Hablo español

Professional Home Watch & Concierge Service

CERTIFIED  •  BONDED  •  INSURED  •  TRUSTED

• Detailed Interior & Exterior Home Checks

• Time & Date Stamped Reporti ng & Photos

• Concierge Services to Fit Your Needs

• Home Maintenance Coordinati on

Cindy Jessup, Owner

941.915.1248
www.whcsarasota.com

SCAN ME

GREENWICH INTERIORS, LLC
Creating beautiful, functional 

residential and commercial spaces.

NANCY O’ROURKE, Principal
(941) 279-7500 

nancy@greenwichinteriors.com 
Greenwichinteriors.com

• New construction 
• Remodeling  
• Project management 

We bring your vision to life.

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

ROSA TORRES, OWNER

941-536-6372
epichomecareprovider@gmail.com

•Personal Care

•Respite Care

•Alzheimer’s Care

•Light Cleaning

•Med Administration

•Meal Preparation

•Errands & More

 

SERVICES

Call for a
FREE Evaluation!

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 
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KeyCrossword

I was watching a match with Shapovalov and he crossed the 
net to look at a mark and the umpire 
gave him a point penalty. Why?

Some of the most basic rules in ten-
nis revolve around sportsmanship and 
the understanding that each player is 
responsible for what happens on their 
side of the net only. When Shapovalov 
disagreed with the out call he can ask 
the umpire to check the mark, but he 
is not allowed to cross the net.  

 In the case of professional tennis 
the umpire is responsible for making 
or overruling calls and ultimately has the final decision of 
which ball mark is accurate. In recreational tennis you can 
ask your opponent if they are sure if you disagree with a call, 
however, they are not required to show you a ball mark.  At 
the end of the day each player is responsible for playing with 
good sportsmanship and making their calls. Stay on your side 
of the court. 

I was playing a doubles match when the server hit a serve 
that hit me (the receiver’s partner).  I was nowhere near the 
service box so their serve was clearly out but they were ada-
mant that it was their point. Who was right?

When the server hit the ball and it hit you (the receiver’s 
partner) you lose the point. The server was correct they did in 
fact win the point. Why? In tennis you can’t call the ball out 
until it bounces. If it had bounced out then hit you then it 
would be a fault, but when it hit you out of the air it is their 
point.  This usually happens when a server mishits their serve 
but I’ve seen servers do this on purpose. Obviously this is bad 
sportsmanship and I do not recommend this as a strategy but 
there are players who do this. Always be aware and if a ball is 
going out make sure it doesn’t touch you. 

BOHANNON

BreakPoints
When it comes to calls, stay on your side

Long-time tennis pro and America’s Top Coach 
Jackie Bohannon will answer any question on tennis.  

Please email question you have on strategy, tech-
nique, mental game, fitness, equipment, etc., to: 

tennis@lbknews.com

Serve Jackie your best question!
When Shapovalov disagreed with the out call he can ask the 
umpire to check the mark, but he is not allowed to cross the net. 
JACKIE BOHANNON
Guest Columunist
tennis@lbknews.com
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Mira Mar is more than a residence — 
it’s a return to grace.

ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER.  FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS MAKE REFERENCE 
TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A SELLER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. THIS PROJECT 
HAS BEEN FILED IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND NO OTHER STATE. THIS IS NOT AN OFFER TO SELL OR SOLICITATION OF OFFERS TO BUY THE CONDOMINIUM UNITS IN STATES 
WHERE SUCH OFFER OR SOLICITATION CANNOT BE MADE. PRICES AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ANYTIME WITHOUT NOTICE.  

A Century Old Story

MIRAMARSARASOTA.COM
53 S PALM AVE, SARASOTA, FL 34236

CALL FOR YOUR PRIVATE APPOINTMENT:

(941) 390 2955

The First, Last, & Only Opportunity of its Kind

A story that began over 100 years ago and is still being written today. 
Once a beloved landmark, now an enduring icon reborn. Mira Mar is the future of  luxury living in 

Sarasota, grounded in the grandeur of  its past, and offering an unparalleled residential experience in 
the heart of  downtown. 

One of  Sarasota’s few remaining flagships of  the great Florida Land Boom of  the 1920’s, it is with great 
pride that we restore the Mira Mar to its rightful place as a gleaming icon of  Sarasota. 

Rising elegantly above South Palm Avenue, the revived and resplendent Mira Mar presents a limited 
collection of  70 estate-style residences across two 18-story towers. Each home is designed to the highest 

standards, with sweeping views, refined interiors, and private access to best-in-class amenities.
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