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P Sarasota and Manatee men Drinking

Arrested on Felony Charges fo help
for 2021 Capitol Breach

Two Florida men are charged
in an indictment unsealed today
in federal court for the District of
Columbia with multiple felonies
and misdemeanors related to their
conduct during the breach of the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

Their actions and the actions
of others disrupted a joint session
of the U.S. Congress convened to
ascertain and count the electoral
votes related to the 2020 presiden-
tial election.

See Arrests, page 2

What does 2024 have in store for
the Longboat Key real estate market?

TRYLA LARSON
Guest Columnist
tryla@lbknews.com

We are beginning the year with 240 active list-
ings, but to get a full month of figures, let’s hop
back to December 2023. In December 2023 we
had 383 listings that could result in approximately
$553,505,315.00 in sales revenue.

Now let’s hop back a year to December 2022
for comparison’s sake. In December 2022 we had
278 active listings that could have resulted in
$341,423,469.00. Wow, that is a huge increase in
both the volume of active listings and the amount
of sales revenue.

Part of the reason for the increase in sales rev-
enue, besides the increased number of listings, is
price points. In January 2023 we had 99 active
listings that were $1,000,000.00 or higher. Now we
have 156 listings that are $1,000,000.00 or higher.

The increase of the number of listings did
not happen overnight. It was a gradual increase
throughout the year. In February there were 112
active listings over $1,000,000.00. In May there
were 122 active listings over $1,000,000.00, and
it kept growing from there. If this year is anything
like previous years, the number of active listings
should increase quickly and then steadily decline
through the year until the last few months when the
number of active listings begin to increase again.

Conventional wisdom says that a Presidential
election year is different because buyers are waiting
to see who gets elected. They say that buyers are
worried because election years are when unpredict-
ed things could happen. I can’t predict the future,
but history shows that is not true.

If you look at the graphs of annual trends of
Active listings 2008 — 2033, you will see that the
Presidential years held steady and predictable. They
also show that Longboat Key has a fairly predictable
real estate market cycle. Even when the market goes
a little off the rails it appears to have always correct-
ed itself. Each year the market appears to start off a
litctle down, but then goes up. That trend begins to
wane in the late winter-early spring months. It then
continues to decrease until the later months of the
year when it again begins to increase.

Yes, there are some hiccups which quickly get
back on track. True, the market did go a little
bonkers during the Pandemic, however if you
look at the 2023 graph you will see the market is
already self-correcting. There are other parts of the
equation that influence the market. Factors such
as interest rates, hurricanes, and bad winters up

north, but time and time again the real estate market on
Longboat Key always balances itself and gets back to its
traditional trend.

*MLMSand Sunstats.com on 1/4/2024.

sharks

“I've grown up in
Sarasota and have
watched Mote grow
from a small-town
organization to a
large, international
marine science
powerhouse,

Mote Marine Laboratory &
Aquarium has joined forces with
Big Top Brewing and the official
launch of Finhead Lager, a light
beer with a charitable edge..

“Mote is pleased to partner with
Big Top Brewing as it shares Mote’s
commitment to the conservation
and sustainable use of our oceans,”
said Dr. Michael P. Crosby, Mote
President & CEO.

“Finhead Lager is perfect for
those days spent on the boat, or on
the beach, and no matter where you
chose to enjoy it, its even better
knowing each sip makes a difference
for our oceans, as Finhead Lager
benefits Mote’s mission of trans-
lating and transferring the infor-
mation and technology produced
by its diverse research enterprise
to support long-term conservation
and sustainable use of our marine
resources, and to enhance ocean
literacy among the public

“We're excited to launch this
partnership with Mote Marine
Laboratory & Aquarium, one of
the most iconic organizations based
in Sarasota,” said Mike Bisaha,
co-owner of Big Top Brewing.
“I've grown up in Sarasota and
have watched Mote grow from a
small-town organization to a large,
international marine science pow-
erhouse, and it is an honor to col-
laborate and give back to this orga-
nization that has given us, locally,
and now the world, so much.”

See Lager, page 2
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Arrests, from page 1

Tom Vournas, 62, of Bradenton, Florida, and Leonard Lobianco, 52, of North Port, Florida,
are named in the indictment and were arrested on Jan. 4, 2024, in Florida by the FBI. The men
will make their initial appearance in the Middle District of Florida.

Vournas is charged with felony offenses of civil disorder; obstruction of an official proceed-
ing; assaulting, resisting, or impeding certain officers using a dangerous weapon; entering and
remaining in a restricted building or grounds with a deadly or dangerous weapon; disorderly
and disruptive conduct in a restricted building or ground with a deadly or dangerous weapon
and engaging in physical violence in a restricted building or grounds with a deadly or danger-
ous weapon. Vournas is also charged with misdemeanor offenses of disorderly conduct in a
Capitol building, acts of physical violence in the Capitol grounds or buildings, and parading,
demonstrating, or picketing in a Capitol building.

Lobianco is charged with civil disorder, a felony, and misdemeanor offenses of entering and
remaining in a restricted building or grounds, disorderly and disruptive conduct in a restricted
building or grounds, disorderly conduct in a Capitol building, and parading, demonstrating,
or picketing in a Capitol building.

According to the indictment, on Jan. 6, 2021, the men committed and attempted to commit
an act aimed at impeding law enforcement officers from performing their official duties during
a civil disorder event. In addition, defendant Vournas is alleged to have used a chemical irritant
to assault law enforcement officers on the Capitol grounds and allegedly brought the weapon
inside the Capitol building.

This case is being prosecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of Columbia and
the Department of Justice National Security Division’s Counterterrorism Section. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Florida.

This case is being investigated by the FBI’s Tampa and Washington Field Offices. Valuable
assistance was provided by the U.S. Capitol Police and the Metropolitan Police Department.

In the 35 months since Jan. 6, 2021, more than 1,230 individuals have been charged in
nearly all 50 states for crimes related to the breach of the U.S. Capitol, including more than
440 individuals charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement, a felony. The investiga-
tion remains ongoing.

Sarasota woman guilty of burning
raccoon avoids prison

A Sarasota woman guilty of aggravated animal cruelty and tampering with evidence in
connection with a viral Snapchat video of the burning of a raccoon in September 2022 was
sentenced to 45 days in an offender work program.

In October 2023, a jury found Alicia Kincheloe, 31, intentionally tortured or tormented a
raccoon by setting it on fire in a waste bin, which she then proceeded to record and post to
Snapchat.

Alicia Kincheloe was sentenced on Dec. 19, and along with the 45 days in an offender work
program, which must be completed within 315 days of her sentence, she was sentenced to
two years of community control and three years of probation, according to court records. She
is required to perform 100 hours of community service, which can be started after the work
offender days are completed.

Lager, from page 1

The can art features sharks on its label to honor where Mote began—as a one room shark
research and conservation laboratory in a small Florida town in 1955 with the famous founding
“Shark Lady,” Dr. Eugenie (Genie) Clark. Today, Mote continues to advance shark conservation
with leading scientific research. Sharks continue to play an important role in ocean ecosystems
by regulating populations of their prey species and serving as indicators of ocean health.

However, due to overfishing and environmental impacts, many shark species are threatened
or endangered. As the only Center for Shark Research designated by the U.S. Congress., Mote
continues to spearhead solutions to save these amazing animals.

Finhead Lager can be found at Big Top Brewing locations in Sarasota and Lakewood Ranch,
in Mote’s Deep Sea Diner, select Total Wine locations, and other locations.

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

KB CREATIVE KITCHENS< BATHS

LEADING CONDO AND HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST LOCATED ON LONGBOAT KEY!

Seaplace, Longboat Key

Bringing your vision to life. ..

CKB has a team comprised of general contractors, designers,
expert carpenters, project management and more. We will bring
your vision to life from first conversation to job completion.

Interior Design by Potthast Design. Custom Cabinetry by Campbell Cabinetry Designs Inc.
Sands Point, Longboat Key

941-925-3723

Longboat Key Showroom

By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228
State Certified General Contractor (G-C-1531837

Full Condo & Home Remodeling
Custom & Semi-Custom Cabinetry | Custom Tile Work
Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands.

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY
Sondie Sk | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Dear neighbors:

I'd like to take this moment =
to thank you all for the
opportunity to work with

you this past year. Your

trust in me is very much
appreciated as | take your
business very seriously.

Helping people achieve

their real estate goals for the past 26 years is not
a job for me — it's a lifestyle and | am honored to
guide you on your journey.

| am extremely lucky and blessed to call Longboat
Key my home. Together with my husband Todd,
our son Jack, and our 2 fur babies Sampson and
Liberty, we've fallen in love with the people and all
the beauty that surrounds us.

| am here to assist you with any of your needs:
real estate — dinner recommendations — hotel
stays — outdoor activities, and more. Being local
has helped my clients in many ways. | take pride
in the fact that | work, volunteer, and live in such a
special part of Sarasota.

Feel free to reach out to me so | can share my
knowledge of the local real estate market.
Together, we can make your dream of living here a
reality as well.

Cheers to 2024. And if you see us walking or out
with friends, feel free to say hello. I'd love to meet

you.
Hichiolle

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR - 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GLOBAL LUXURY MARKETING AGENT
941-928-2922

NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com
www.nichollemckiernan.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY - 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION $8,995,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac

steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor
plan, highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be
impressed. Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY - 6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find. Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF,
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout.
Architect designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

SEAWARD HOMES

SIESTA KEY - HIGEL AVE. $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf

front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023

WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE
PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

PATRICK DIPINTO

WEST OF TRAIL &
BARRIER ISLANDS

PREMIUM CUSTOM
HOME BUILDER

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM | 941.388.2021

53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236 | #CBC1253416
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FditorLetters

Longboar Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboar Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent ro Town Hall that address Longboatr Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Noisy lawn equipment

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Shannon and I want to add our voices to the list of others frustrated about the Mondays
through Fridays high decibel noise nuisance generated by gas mowers, leaf blowers and hedge
trimmers.

We all are so blessed to live on peaceful LBK with allot of beautiful open space and pristine
landscaping. We also want to acknowledge the great and hardworking landscape service small
businesses that do such a good job of keeping Longboat neighborhoods so well-manicured,
hard work!

The “straw” for us, in this regard, is that we just got back to Town from the West Coast,
me with a bad cold/flu and jet lagged, unable to sleep well. Promptly January 2, 8 a.m. leaf

Restaurant Specials
Steak & Frites Tuesday Nights $34.95

Wine Down Wednesdays
25% Off All Bottles of Wine

Italian Wine Dinner
Thursday, January 18th | 6:30pm
$160/person (gratuity and tax not included)

Willamette Valley Vineyards Wine Dinner

Thursday, January 25th | 6:30pm
$135/person (gratuity and tax not included)

R
iy
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.
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View our
Menu
Reservations
Suggested

A Longboat /{ey Landinaek

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store
www.HarrysKitchen.com * 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive » 941-383-0777

Growing in Jesus’ Name

A\
An

CHRIST CHURCH

OF LONGBOAT KEY
PRESBYTERIAN (U.S.A.)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live:
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or
www.christchurchoflbk.org (follow YouTube link)

“Gospel Shorthand: The Christian Journey in 13 Words”
3-SUNDAY SERMON SERIES IN JANUARY

January 14, 21, and 28 « 10:00 AM

Have you ever wished for a focused way to think about what it means
to be Christian, or for a non-pushy way to talk about your faith with others?
Dr. Piermont has created “Gospel Shorthand: The Christian Journey in 13 Words”
to address these needs. Each Sunday will reveal a few of the thirteen words,
the key event in Scripture on which it is based, and the key way
Christians respond to that event. Invite a friend!

WINTER CONCERT SERIES

Sunday - January 14, 2024 - 2:00 PM

String Quartet Concert

On Sunday, January 14, acclaimed violinist Stewart Kitts will bring his String Quartet to our
first Winter Concert. Stewart has performed two popular recitals for us in the past. He has put
together his group with three of the finest musicians in the Southeastern United States. This
program promises to inspire, dazzle and deliver a complete range of musical emotions.

Stewart Kitts
Violinist

Sandy Kitts
Violinist

Abby Collins Daniel Cortes
Cellist Violinist

CONCERTS & PARKING ARE FREE * VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr. » 941.383.8833 (office) * www.christchurchoflbk.org

blower wake up call and every day this week. We all are surrounded by the high frequency noise
Monday through Friday.

It also awakens us to the sensitivity of the fact that we have many older, and infirm folks
who live on Longboat who need their sleep. That is why they live here to achieve some Peace
after years of toil.

Most homes now have thick hurricane safety glass that dampens outside noise but still doesn’t
really help and this time of year many like to crack the windows open for fresh air. The vari-
ant modulation of the high frequency noise, the rev up, rev down, rev up, rev down etc. is an
extremely loud obnoxious noise nuisance impossible to escape. The machines also have no
mufflers to dampen exhaust noise. Mowers are better but gas-powered leaf blowers and hedge
trimmer noise is out of control in our neighborhoods five days a week.

Five years ago we purchased an EGO rechargeable battery operated, relatively light weight,
leave blower that works great and is dramatically quieter than the large gas powered machines.
The technology has significantly improved since then.

We understand this is a complex and sensitive ordinance and business impact issue.

Our ask is to have Town staff:

* Do global research on 2024 higher tech, quieter industrial landscape equipment opportuni-
ties for transition.

* Recommend a transition schedule and process, in consultation with landscape service
companies, in reducing the machinery noise nuisance with attendant ordinance revision recom-
mendations.

* Suggest business tax credits or other to assist businesses in converting to quieter equipment
or other transition incentives over a reasonable period of time.

* In the mean time, could various neighborhoods have a schedule to allow landscape gas
powered equipment operation thus reducing the numbers of days per week an individual
neighborhood would have to suffer the noise? Even one less day, per neighborhood, per week
would give some relief.

This is 2024 and landscapers are using highly outdated noisy gas motors strapped to their
backs in 90 degree, high humidity weather half the year. This would increase their landscape
business productivity and reduce their expenses over time.

Some HOA’s may need to make adjustments to their Covenant Declarations

to limit the number of days per week landscape machinery may be used, if the Town cant
come up with a transition plan to higher tech, quieter landscape equipment.

Thank You for your consideration and as always for your able service to our beautiful com-
munity.

Bob and Shannon Gault

Longboat Key

See Letters, page 6
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2705 RIVERVIEW BLVD. ¢ BRADENTON, FL 34205
.89 ACRES e READY TO BUILD e $1,300,000

This extraordinary riverfront property provides an
idyllic setting to build your dream home. Featuring
approximately 100 feet of meandering frontage on
the Manatee River, this location offers seamless boat
access to the Gulf of Mexico with NO FIXED BRIDGES.

The property features a BRAND-NEW dock extending
200 feet into deep water, ensuring boat access at any
tide. Additionally, a 200-square-foot waterside deck is
perfect for family fishing adventures or just enjoying
spectacular Sunsets over the water. Encompassing
nearly an acre, this expansive lot offers abundant
space, allowing you the opportunity to bring your
personal vision to life and construct the home of your
dreams.

The building envelope, situated in an X zone, offers
diverse construction possibilities.

RICHARD CAPPS

941.920.7500

richardcapps2000@gmail.com
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YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

, Ay P E
6609 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Coastal-inspired elevated pool home. This North Longboat Key 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 4,132 sf home with private
beach access features views of the Gulf of Mexico and sunsets from wide covered decks and the third-level widow’s
walk. The main level is ideal for family gatherings and entertaining with ample seating in the kitchen, living room,
dining area and wet bar. All bedrooms have ensuite baths. The Gulf of Mexico facing glass sliders open to an
expansive balcony with a gas grill overlooking the pool, spa and lush array of mature tropical trees and landscaping.
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waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

JANET WALTER

941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

» AS Walter Group, Longboat locals and
= connected to the real estate market for over
A 20 years. Call us for more information on
m%mp Pl 7 p o off-market and pre-market homes and
' 569 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY - condos that cannot be advertised.

100 ft. x 100 ft. canal front homesite in Sleepy Lagoon. Great location — perfect balance between beach/ICW. Updated
seawall and 10,000 Ib. lift. Topographical survey and geo-technical engineering reports available.

370 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #432 | LONGBOAT KEY ——a

Delight in scenic views of Sarasota Bay in this custom-designed 4-bedroom, 4.5-bathroom PENTHOUSE in the gated resort- . . I R - '
style Tangerine Bay community on the southernmost tip of Longboat Key. the spacious condominium features soaring ceilings, 511 SPINNAKER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY - SOLD AT LlST PR|CE.
Gorgeous 4BR/5BA, canal-front home in Country Club Shores, offering expansive

skylight, great room with gas fireplace, marble gallery for displaying artwork, and private gated courtyard. All bedrooms are ; t : e
ensuite. Sliding glass doors in the primary suite and great room open to a tiled terrace where you can start your day with a cup open spaces and seamless indoor/outdoor living. New composite dock with jet
of coffee while watching the sunrise. An additional west-facing terrace boasts stunning sunset views. ski and 30,000 Ib. lift, with direct access to the ICW. SOLD $3,495,000

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY

Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994 sf) rarely available cul-de-

sac end lot with a brand new 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy Lagoon,

on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoram-

ic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW. Situated on nearly a half-acre lot

$4’495'000 is a 3-bedroom, 4,157-SF home, which could be renovated or removed
creating a build site for an incredible custom home.
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Letters, from page 4

Bay Isles MOU

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Ken, thanks for reaching out on this topic. They way I left it with the Board after meeting
with Howard, was that the town would prepare a draft based on the prior MOU template and
Howard indicated that he would have this draft available prior to the holidays given timelines.
We have not received thus far and I have not heard any update. Happy to talk with Howard
if you think helpful.

To be fair, and given the existing agreement, the major concern was the liability clause which
you may know is unlimited for Bay Isles while the town is capped at $300K. I emphasized
this with Howard at our last meeting and noted this being the key concern on our part. We
are also trying to understand our general liability exposure on the Parkway if no MOU is not
in place as no safety measures exist from our end. That is the status on our end.

Not sure where you heard we had decided against the interim MOU but always appreciate
your reaching out directly to me. We will respond quickly to any draft from the town, but you
would appreciate to have a clear process on this (Board vote) notwithstanding either decision.
Happy to speak further if needed.

Joseph Reiser

Longboat Key

Bay Isles MOU

To: Joseph Reiser

Thanks, Joe. I understand that the Town can’t adjust the indemnity language, but I will let
Howard follow up with you.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Bay Isles MOU
To: Joseph Reiser

2675 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #304 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY
Beautifully renovated Gulf front 3-bedroom, 3-bathroom corner residence boasting 2,180 sq.
ft. of well-designed living space. The spacious living area is bathed in natural light with large
recently replaced windows that showcase the ocean views. Wake up to panoramic views of

the ocean and savor every moment in this serene retreat.
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$850,000

1350 MAIN ST., #803 ¢ SARASOTA
Live in this iconic building in the heart of downtown Sarasota with access to incredible ameni-
ties, shops, culinary experiences, and entertainment. This lovely poolside condo features sleek
design, thoughtfully selected upgrades, and an abundance of natural light. With 2 bedrooms
and 2 bathrooms this 8th floor condo layout flows together to maximize natural light and liv-
ability throughout.

Happy New Year and thanks for the insurance information supplied by Neil. I was catching
up with Howard Tipton today and we were wondering whether Bay isles was still interested in
having an interim MOU with the Town covering only Bay Isles Parkway. For some reason I
thought you had decided against. Please let me know.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Turtle Disorientation
To: Melissa Macksey
Thanks, Melissa. Interestingly, high density condos have not been allowed on Longboat
since the mid-80’s, but the old ones still have windows. Agreed that communication is the key.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Turtle Disorientation

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

The difference in development levels between the two islands is part of why we chose Casey
Key to point out the differences. Areas of high density development (such as condos) are typi-
cally where we see more disorientations. Comparing the number to Casey Key where there are
few condos/motels helps to support this. If efforts can be prioritized in getting condominiums
in compliance of the Codes, it is likely that disorientation rates could improve, even dramati-
cally. Part of the challenge, however, is the amount of lights and the amount of turnover (as
vacation rentals). This requires that the condo management be diligent about educating all
guests and/or implementing protocols to reduce all the lighting from the windows and in
exterior locations. We recognize that it’s an uphill battle, but we try to help the condos (and all
beach front properties) by providing materials that they can include in their rooms, elevators,
public areas, etc. to help educate guests.

Melissa (Bernhard) Macksey

Senior Biologist & Conservation Manager

See Letters, page 8
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Choose The Anderson Group
for trusted, proven expertise

in every step of your real estate
experience.

The Anderson Group

Dianne Anderson
Real Estate Advisor

(941) 350-3513

Dianne.Anderson@compass.com

DianneAnderson.com

Compass Florida LLC
1575 Main Street, Sarasota, FL, 34236

Ads that work... Call LBK News 387-2200
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What’s Happening at the Education Center at Temple Beth Israel

It’s a New Year and new learning adventures await at The Education Center!

SUSAN GOLDFARB
Contributing Writer
goldfarb@Ilbknews.com

On Thursday, January 4, the curtain will rise for our 2024 offerings—over 150 programs—
special events, concerts, courses, workshops, and one-time lectures and presentations! We
welcome you to a friendly atmosphere where like-minded individuals pursue their interests,
partaking in a vast and diverse variety of adult enrichment
covering the arts, culture, and education.

Did you know that your home is a direct reflection of the
state of your life? Join certified Feng Shui instructor Laurie
Pawli for a workshop on how you can transform any space and
create improvement in your home and life—a good plan for
2024! As a special highlight you will learn about the Lunar
Year 2024 of the Wood Dragon, what to expect and what you
can do to make this your best year ever! "Feng Shui For Perfect
Harmony” will be offered on Saturday, January 13 from 1-3
pm.

Need to de-stress, nurture your body, mind, and spirit, or
return to healthy habits in 20242 Join our certified teachers
for Chair Yoga, Qigong, Mixed Levels Yoga, Nordic Walking
and Mindfulness Meditation in the mornings throughout the

week.
Recreational and entertaining programs will include bridge, canasta, mah jongg, movie dis-
cussions and film festivals, watercolor, bead stringing, New Orleans Jazz Nights, and our new
Wind Down Wednesday Jazz Happy Hours, all starting in January. Patricia Dean, a member
of the Don Mopsick Trio will sing and play drums to launch the Wind Down Wednesdays
Jazz Happy Hours in a program entitled Ladies of the Great American Songbook featuring
Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Billie Holiday and many more! Don’t miss an opportunity to
hear this group on January 24 from 5:00-6:30 PM. Enjoy interaction with the trio and Happy
Hour wine and cheese!
If you are looking to enrich your mind with educational lectures and courses, we have what
you are looking for! January programs will include programs that cover art history, music and
dance appreciation, theatre, American history, opera, biblical journeys, literature and poetry,
musical biographies, book discussions, and writing workshops!
Want to avoid being scammed by those creative hackers and scammers? Join James Goethe,
IT guru and owner of Hypercube Tech, for “ Your 2024 Fraud Survival Guide!” on Wednesdays,
January 10 and 17 from 1-2:30 pm. Join Bonnie Hammer in a workshop on January 13 from
1-4 pm called “How To Secure And Safeguard Your Devices” open to people with all levels of
technology. Both android and Apple devices will be covered. To utilize technology to a fuller
extent on Apple devices a series of two session programs called “Everything Apple” will begin
on Thursdays on January 11 from 1-3 pm with Helen Hoffenberg, Apple educator.
To kick off our annual Lecture Series Charles Miano, artist, founder, and director of Miano
Academy of Art, will present a unique lecture entitled “The Hidden And Untold Story Of
Classical Art In The 20th Century” on Tuesday, January 9 from 3-4:30 pm. Charles Miano, Wednesday, January 3.
a classical realist, will take you on a fascinating historical journey not taught in traditional art We look forward to secing you soon!
schools. Q & A will engage participants. “We Do What We Love...That's Why People Love What We Do!”
This is just the tip of the iceberg folks! Register early. We sell out of many programs. Visit Sincerely,
our website with the handy online payment option, www.tbieducationcenter.org. Call 941- Susan Goldfarb, Program Director, The Education Center at Temple Beth Isracl

383-8222 or email us at edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org. We will be back in the office on
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PAYOUT SPECIALS rerier b

Dragon Rises College

of Oriental Medicine

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:
info@dragonrises.edu

(800) 606-6685

www.dragonrises.edu

DINING AVAILABLE - ENTREES, HANDHELDS, PIZZAS, SALADS

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant
4404 BEE RIDGE RD SUNDAY: NOON - MIDNIGHT WWW.SKCPOKER.COM Education. Accreditati ACAHM
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Senior Biologist & Conservation Manager
Mote Marine Laboratory

Turtle Disorientation

To: Longboat Key Turtle Watch Cyndi Seamon

Sems like an uphill battle, but we certainly want to help.
By the way, I think the comparison with Casey Key is a little
unfair. Much less developed than we are.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Turtle Disorientation

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Sorry for the delayed reply. I found this in my spam folder.

I have added the Mote experts on this thread to assist with
those numbers to make comparisons. They can email you
reports.

Unfortunately, I agree the trend is not good. Based on my
beach nighttime observations, window treatments need to be
used to block the bright LED lights that many beachfront
homes and condominiums are using.

Cyndi Seamon

Longboat Key Turtle Watch

Turtle Disorientation

To: Longboat Key Turtle Watch Cyndi Seamon

I read the newspaper article about our disorientation results
and was surprised that we seem to have backslid despite the
new ordinance. I had trouble trying to do an apples to apples
comparison with prior years, but the sense I had was that we
have a higher rate of disorientation than in past years. Is that
true and what can we do about it?

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Islands Condominium Association
meeting

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

I am President of the Board of Directors for Islands West
condominium association. We are located at 2525 Gulf of
Mexico Dr., across the street from Publix.

On January 25th, we are conducting our Annual Meeting
in our Clubhouse. We would be honored if you would be our
guest of honor to speak about the current state of Longboat
Key - anything newsworthy, etc.

Our meeting begins at 10 a.m. and we would be ready for
you in the 10:30 a.m. range (best guess.)

Is this something you would be interested in and available
for? I think our owners would love to hear from you, kind
of a “State of the Key” style. I would imagine a 30-minute
timeframe would be sufficient for you to discuss anything and
take questions.

Longboat Rew JAcws
Saragota City News

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200

www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen,
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid
ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

Please let me know - thanks so much.
Stacy Rolfe
Longboat Key

Harassment of disabled woman and
deployed soldier

To: Longboat Harbour Condominium Association,
Longboat Key Commission

My name is 1st Lieutenant Max Weisman, a resident of
Longboat Key alongside my disabled and elderly mother,
Diane Weisman.

I am an active-duty U.S. Army Officer currently deployed
overseas, and I am deeply troubled by the violent and targeted
harassment my mother has endured from your HOA. Despite

submitting all official service animal documents, complying
with state and federal laws, she continues to face unwarranted
prying, baseless accusations, and even physical threats by your
HOA. You have vehemently violated Federal and Florida state
laws, which “prohibit housing providers from discriminating
against tenants with a need for a support animal”.

You have left my 86lb elderly and disabled mother in
complete fear for her life while ’'m deployed and serving our
country over 6,000 miles away and unable to physically take
care of her.

Today marked the fourth incident in two weeks where she
was subjected to vicious harassment related to her disability
and her registered service animal.

The most recent and appalling incident happened today

See Letters, page 11

JEFF RHINELANDER

941-685-3590 | jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO

941-893-7203 | courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

LUXURY LIVING ON A WORLD-CLASS LEVEL | THE RITZ-CARLTON RESIDENCES
401 QUAY, RESIDENCE #1101 | OFFERED FOR $7,695,000

STUNNING BAY
AND CITY VIEWS
3BR/3.5BA

3,798 SF

PRIVATE ELEVATOR ACCESS
2 PREMIER PARKING SPACES
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BUILT-IN CUSTOM CABINETRY

OPEN FLOOR PLAN
OVER 1,000 SF

OF OUTDOOR PATIO
WET BAR

LUXURIOUS RETREAT WITH BREATHTAKING VIEWS
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR UNIT 808 | PENDING AT $3,395,000

RARE EIGHTH-FLOOR CONDO
3BR/4BA

2,965 SF
THREE COVERED TERRACES

SPACIOUS WALK-IN CLOSETS
TENNIS COURTS
FITNESS CENTER

CLIMATE CONTROLLED STORAGE
MINUTES FROM
ST ARMANDS CIRCLE

LUXURY LIVING MEETS MODERN COMFORT

4BR/2.5BA
3,428 SF
METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED

VAULTED CEILINGS SYSTEM

SALTWATER POOL
BRAND NEW PRIMARY AC UNIT
WHOLE-HOUSE WATER SOFTENER

17 PHEASANT WAY | SOLD AT $2,282,500

N >

SKYLIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE HOME
CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEM
BACKYARD LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
SYSTEM

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR
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Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

Address Sq. Ft. List Price Bed/Bath/Half Bath Days On Market  Sale Price
210 SANDS POINT RD Unit#2603/04 1,284 $2,750,000 2 2 0 7 $2,712,500
450 PARTRIDGE CIR 2,754 $4,075,000 3 3 0 52 $3,775,000

450 PARTRIDGE CIR

NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach

World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis

Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

-

LONGBOAT-KEY-CLUB

SARASOTA, FLORIDA

pe your private tour. 941.387.1661 '
mbership@LongboatKeyClub.com. - =

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboar Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and ro protect privacy.

Dec. 29

Citizen assist

9:55 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to Mistletoe Lane on a
call of a citizen assist for a resident who had no water. Upon
arrival, Officer Martinson met with the homeowner out-
side in front of the residence. She said that her family had
just arrived into town and found that no water is coming
into the house. She said there had been people working on
the gas lines earlier in the week and she believes that they
turned off the water to the house. She said that everything
is now turned back on but there is still no water. Officer
Martinson advised her that she would need to contact
either the homeowner association, a plumber, or the company that had been working on her
gas lines to fix the water issue since it was not town property. Officer Martinson did attempt
to call Public Works but they did not answer.

Dec. 30
Fishing

5:21 a.m.

Officer Martinson while on patrol observed three men fishing in Overlook Park after hours.
Officer Martinson made contact with the men and advised them that the park was closed and
did not reopen until 5 a.m. The men apologized and said they had walked over the bridge
from Sarasota and did not know the park was closed. The men came back clear of any wants
or warrants and were sent from the park. Case clear.

Abandoned vehicle

5:30 a.m.

Officer Miklos while on patrol was flagged down by a woman who said she is the pastor and
had noticed a white older model Thunderbird in the parking lot taking up two parking spots,
with no license plate. Officer Miklos advised that the church could have the vehicle towed since
it was on private property. Case clear.

Injured bird

10:33 a.m.

Officer Nazareno was flagged down by a resident who advised that there was an injured bird
in a container and transported it to Save Our Seabirds Animal Hospital at Ken Thompson
Parkway. Case clear.

Dec. 31

Blocked highway

3:52 p.m.

Officer Maple was dispatched to the 1900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a disabled
vehicle that was stuck. Upon his arrival, Officer Maple met with Sgt. Smith and Officer
Nazareno who were already on scene and they reported his vehicle had attempted to make a
u-turn and got stuck with two wheels off the road and two on. Vehicle positioning obstructed
traffic and a rotational tow was called. During the wait for a tow, the officer was able to free
the stuck vehicle and the road was cleared. The driver continued on her paper route without
further delay. Rotational Tow cancelled prior to them departing for scene. Case clear.

Noise

9:57 p.m.

Sgt. Puccio was dispatched to Bayou Sound in reference to a noise complaint involving fire-
works in the area. Upon arrival, Sgt. Puccio met with the caller and explained that the fireworks
were allowed due on New Years eve per Florida Law. The caller understood and appreciated
the information. Case clear.

Jan. 1

Noise

12:05 a.m.

Officer Miklos and Sgt. Puccio were dispatched to
Linley Street in reference to a noise complaint called in
by a caller who did not wish to meet with police. Sarasota
Sheriff’s Office Dispatch advised that it was a large party
with loud music. Upon arrival at Linley Street, Officer
Miklos heard loud music coming from the backyard. The
Police Department was advised of this party eatlier in the
week. Officer Miklos came into contact with the hom-
eowner who advised it was the last song and the party was
ending. Following the end of the song, the music was turned off and the neighbors and guests
of the party began to disperse from the residence. Case clear.

Suspicious vehicle

2:04 p.m.

Officer Ramsaier responded to Harbour Cay Lane for a call of a suspicious vehicle. The
complainant stated a vehicle was parked in his cul-de-sac for approximately 30 minutes and
then moved to another location. Upon arrival, Officer Ramsaier observed a vehicle parked on
the street and was unoccupied. The complainant approached the officer and said that he saw
the driver enter Harbour Cay Lane. The complainant approached the officer and said that he
saw the driver of the car enter Harbour Cay Lane. Officer Ramsaier went to Harbour Cay Lane
and was met by a man who said he was hired to cater an event at the location. He arrived too
early and remained in his vehicle for approximately 30 minutes prior to entering his house to
begin setting up for the party. Case clear.

Jan. 2

Theft

5:26 p.m.

Officer Swinford was dispatched to the 2000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to
a theft. Officer Swinford arrived and spoke with several individuals who did not speak much
English. Officer Swinford arrived on scene and spoke with several individuals who did not
speak much English. Officer Swinford proceeded to the northeast parking lot to speak on the
matter of a battery possibly being taken by a co-worker. The woman stated that her husband
advised that a worker of his took one of his portable Dewalt batteries for power tools. All the
batteries were yellow Dewalt portable batteries appearing to be the same. The complainant
stated that he arrived at the work site and observed the Dewalt portable battery sitting on
the truck bed of his boss™ truck with nobody around. He stated he placed the battery in his
truck for possible safekeeping. He continued to state his intentions were not to steal the bat-
tery. The man was given the battery back and the issue was resolved. The complainant said
that they have had multiple issues with the worker in the past and he was going to be termi-
nated as a result of the incident. This incident would be determined to be a civil disturbance.
Documented for record at this time. Case clear.

Jan. 3

Welfare check

4:57 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to Durante Park for a Welfare Check. Upon arrival to the
area, Officer Martinson was flagged down by a caller who stated she last saw the man wlaking
westbound on Gulf Bay Road several minutes ago but she did not know where he was now.
The caller stated the man is very old and appears frail. The caller said she is just concerned
about his health. Officer Martinson checked Durante Park and the street around the park but
was unable to locate the man. Case clear.

Jan. 4

Found property

3:09 p.m.

Officer Martinson was dispatched to Royal Road on a call of a Found Property. Upon arrival,
Officer Martinson met with the woman who stated that while she was taking down Christmas
lights from the bushes around Longboat Key Estates of Mexico Drive and Royal Road she
found a Florida vehicle tag. Officer Martinson ran the license plate. Officer Martinson later
property inventoried the vehicle tag for safe keeping back at the police station. Case clear.

Ads that work... 941.387.2200
SELL YOUR CAR!

Fast - Easy - Safe
We Come To You
Call or text now for

INSTANT CASH
941-270-4400

HoHoBuysCars.com
Over 200 5-Star Reviews Go gle
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when a large man who claimed to be a part of your HOA
stalked and intimidated my mother, leaving her in a state of
panic.

He viciously pursued my mother down the road today,
subjecting her to relentless harassment and mockery regarding
her disability. This individual, a large male, went to the extent
of obstructing her path on the sidewalk to verbally assail
her. Despite her attempts to escape, he persistently followed,
exacerbating her distress by recording her with a video camera
while menacingly asserting “we want you out of the complex”
and further threatening that he “knows where she lives”.

This horrifying incident has left my mother in a state of
profound fear for her life. I'm on the verge of having to call a
doctor or the police to her home because of the mental and
physical state you have put her in.

She is a disabled, elderly, cancer survivor who I scraped
money together to move us down to your complex to peace-
fully enjoy her final years of life. Instead of letting her live in
peace you are instead taking years off of her life by trying to
force her out through illegal actions and fear mongering.

Attached is a photo of the individual involved for your
reference who said was part of your HOA team. I'm nervous
to even file a police report out of fear he may retaliate or
another member of your HOA and I'm not there to protect
her. He needs to be removed and investigated by your HOA
immediately.

This is a disabled elderly woman and a professional service
animal that has been professionally trained by Guiding Eyes:
hteps://www.guidingeyes.org that we are talking about.

This situation is not only causing immense physical and
mental distress to my mother but more importantly jeopardiz-
ing her safety. I implore you to immediately cease the harass-
ment, adhere to the law, and respect her rights as a citizen and
resident in the community.

I have copied my good mentor, United States Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo, local Congressman Vern Buchanan, local
Mayor Ken Schneier, and Florida Governor Ron Desantis for
visibility, and am seeking their assistance and intervention in
this matter.

I urge you to take swift action to rectify this situation and
ensure the safety and well-being of my mother and resident,
Diane Weisman as well as myself.

Your cooperation in ending these immoral, illegal, and
unethical targeted attacks is crucial.

Max Weisman

1LT, Airborne Ranger

Target Aquisition Platoon Leader

3rd Infantry Division

2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team

Harassment of disabled woman and

deployed soldier

To: Lt. Max Weisman

I am forwarding your note to our Town Manager Howard
Tipton and our Police Chief George Turner for their consid-
eration and action. Please keep them apprised of any further
developments.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

To: Longboat Key Commission

I am requesting that this letter be forwarded to the Town
commissioners and FDOT so that they are aware of the con-
cern that the center turn lane going west off GMD will disap-
pear if the current Roundabout design is installed, thereby
guaranteeing, in my opinion as a 46 year visitor to Longbeach
Condominium, longer waits for all vehicles needing to turn
west, (left) at the Broadway intersection, particularly from
mid-afternoon to early evening each day during season. I am
requesting that the design of the Broadway roundabout be
reconsidered given the potential disruption it will cause for
the north end when options exist to avoid making conditions
worse for both traffic and pedestrian safety.

After a lot of discussion I've had since May with our
Longbeach condominium and in November, with the
Longboat DPW, real estate brokers, and Eddie Abrams of the
north side coalition, there is a solution that wouldn’t cost us
the ability to turn left on Broadway, and, would provide safer
passage for pedestrians who have deserved better sight lines
for decades.

The DPW representative suggested the possibility of a one
lane road going north to the left (west) of GMD to Broadway.
It currently exists and is used for beach parking and Police
observation. The new lane might start after the last private
driveway west off GMD, adjacent to where the liquor store is
and well short of the intersection at Broadway.

For the pedestrians, I recommend an underground cross-
walk like the one south of the Bay Isles road intersection at
mid-key. Nothing could be safer than that. Both of these sug-
gestions would add to the cost of the Broadway redesign but
I urge the city and FDOT not to go cheap when safety and
traffic snarl are at risk of being significantly worse.

The city/county/FDOT have announced intent to build
multiple center left turn lanes for the south end of the key so
that the property owners across from the golf course, east off
GMD, don't have to sit in standstill traffic anymore while
waiting to get home. Letting these vehicles Turn left earlier is
appropriately considered to be a traffic improvement.

We on the north end of the key, will then become the ones
to have to sit in standstill traffic potentially every afternoon
for five to six months of the year while we are blocked off from
making the left hand turn we can make now.

How much is the city spending to afford the South end this
improvement while we will incur a worse traffic situation?
Will the city spend for the south end, and go cheap for the
north end?

Based on what I've read in the numerous Observer articles
on the Broadway roundabout and the village residents prob-
lems with restaurant traffic, the roundabout was chosen so
that the Broadway street owners wouldn’t have to install speed
bumps (see former Observer article entitled “WHOA....”).
Two options exist to increase pedestrian safety, the under-
ground crosswalk, or, a traffic light at the intersection, not the
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Earl Larson & Tryla Brown Larson

roundabout. How much slower can GMD traffic go below
the current 35mph, or the Broadway limit of 20 mph?

I may be one sided in my thinking, but I shouldn't have
to arrange my time at my condo to always be home before
those leaving the beach, and the restaurant traffic begins to
ramp up, at 2pm each day. All because some people either
don’t want the economical speed bumps that would solve the
problem on Broadway, or they’re driving skills have become
so poor that they want to lessen everybody’s else’s enjoyment
in order to creep out onto the highway.

The city/county and FDOT know how much center turn
lanes mean to alleviating traffic snarl, that is why they are
building them for the long suffering south end property own-
ers. I am hoping to let the city/county and FDOT know that
we don’t want worse traffic and safety issues when they have
the options to avoid creating them.

David Baughman

Longboat Key

Subpoena

To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
Recently, I have been informed that I should expect to be
subpoenaed in the next week or so, for a topic that a local
NGO is pursuing. I will of course respond to the subpoena
but figured (and Don Conn agreed) that I should inform the

See Letters, page 12
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Policy Board in advance.

The SBEP and its staff do not insert us into litigation or lobby officials and/or regulatory
agencies on bay-related matters. However, our science-based management plan — which is
paying off with the recent improvements in water quality — results in a fairly high-profile role
in our community. Which in turn will lead us to being brought into litigation on occasion.

This is not a new phenomenon for me, and I've learned three things from my prior experi-
ence: 1) don’t answer questions you weren’t asked, 2) don’t exaggerate your experience, and 3)
don’t offer opinions outside of the topic.

I would not answer questions in ways that should be a surprise to any of you, because I use
these Directors Notes to keep you informed of the progress we are making, as well as the sci-
ence behind our resource management efforts.

Dave Tomasko

Executive Director

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Subpoena

To: Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Executive Director Dave Tomasko

This is an unfortunate use of your valuable time, but that’s the world we live in now. I hope
you will obtain some advice of counsel for this process.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Subpoena
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

Not my first rodeo! I've been an expert witness in a couple of administrative hearings, so
not overly concerned about it. Hope you and your family have a wonderful Holiday Break!

Dave Tomasko

Executive Tomasko

Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Breakfast meeting

To: Longboat Key Commissioner B] Bishop

On behalf of the Kiwanis Club LBK, I want to thank you once again for joining our break-
fast meeting and kicking off 2024 as our first guest speaker.

Your (almost) two decades of service to our town is very much appreciated, as are your
insights and overview of the issues we face on a daily basis. Testament to our appreciation and
interest is the fact that we wouldn’t let you go!

We hope that we might get you back down the road. I promise we won't keep you as long
as we did today!

Chris Sachs

Kiwanis Club President

Longboat Key

Manatee Chamber of Commerce Lunch
To: Manatee Chamber Jacki Dezelski

2023-2024

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING CURRENT EVENTS
QIGONG YOGA MEDITATION
BRIDGE MAHJONGG CANASTA
SUPREME COURT 92Y AMERICAN HISTORY
LITERATURE & POETRY MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS
MUSIC & DANCE APPRECIATION JAZZ NIGHTS
MORNING FORUMS THEOLOGY WORLD POLITICS
FILM FESTIVALS THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES
WRITING WORKSHOPS iPHONE & iPAD
BIRDING NATURE WALKS WELLNESS
LANGUAGES SATURDAY WORKSHOPS
BROADWAY BIOS CONCERTS
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS
& MUCH MORE! &
l’@r)/f/,lh ot ©
9 Under The Sun To *°
Many Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

411662-1

I will not be bringing a guest and will not have a power point. Below is a brief bio:

Ken Schneier has been Mayor of Longboat Key for four years. A 14-year resident of the
island, he previously held positions as Commissioner, and as a member of the Planning Board
and the Zoning Board of Adjustment. He is a Director and Past President of the Yale Club
of the Suncoast and volunteered as a guide at Mote Marine Laboratories for 10 years. Before
retiring in 2009, Ken was a partner in the Dillon, Bitar and Luther law firm in New Jersey
and then Managing Director of Bank of America Securities in New York City, responsible for
international distressed debt trading and investment. He has been married to Cynthia Craig
for 41 years and has two sons and four grandchildren who live in Colorado.

Ken Schneier

Mayor

Town of Longboat Key

Guest Speaker invitation

To: Longboat Key Commissioner Mike Haycock

I had a request from our board to find a speaker who was a “decision” maker regarding traffic
concerns on the island and I immediately thought of you as liaison to FDOT. You would be
given 15 to 20 minutes to present updates or whatever you think is of interest to CCS followed
by time for questions. It would also be an opportunity to update our residents on the turn
lane. It is our social highlight of the year. Last year Gary Coffin was our speaker.

We have scheduled it on Tuesday, March 26th, at 5pm at Bob and Nancy Guernsey’s home
584 Outrigger. We will have the business at 5pm followed by cocktails and ending with a
sumptuous, sit-down dinner at around 6:30 prepared under the direction of Nancy Guernsey.
Both you and your wife are invited to attend and dine with us.

Let me know so I can put the information in the invitation going out to residents. Thanks
again for all your time and efforts on the town commission on our behalf.

Lynn Cook

Longboat Key

Guest Speaker invitation

To: Lynn Cook

Thank you so much for your invitation. We would love to attend. Unfortunately my wife
and I have tickets to Hamilton that night and don’t want to miss it. I can definitely make sure
you have the latest on the turn lane before the meeting,.

Mike Haycock

Commissioner

Town of Longboat Key

Guest Speaker invitation

To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier

As a theater going I thoroughly agree with your choice. Thanks. I will use your notes to
update the issues. I will ask Gary Coffin to update us on the rest of the issues that pertain to
our property owners such as the Canal Navigation Ordinance and the Crosswalks. Thanks for
responding so quickly.

Lynn Cook

Longboat Key

Public Information request

To: Longboat Key Commission

In accordance with normal policy, you are receiving this as there has been a request from
a member of the Commission for all Town email correspondence for the past 5 years for any
applicants for the vacant District 5 Seat.

The following residents have submitted letters of interest:

James Haft

Harry Kopelman

Christopher Laurent

You may view each applicant’s correspondence by clicking here.

If you require further assistance, please reach out to the Town Clerk’s Office.

Savannah Cobb

Deputy Town Clerk

Town of Longboat Key

City of Sarasota: Road Project Priorities discussion
To: Longboat Key Commission
The City of Sarasota in a meeting today discussed their road priorities and it included
Fruitville Road. Isaac listened in on the discussion and shares a summary of what was covered.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Ads that work...
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WineTimes

New Main Street Wine Bar

The concept of a wine bar originates in Europe.

A French cafe or bistro serves wine and lighter

fare as an alternative to an informal brasserie or a formal restaurant.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ilbknews.com

The renovation of the space formerly occupied by the Grand Cru wine bar on Main Street
in Sarasota, Florida has prompted us to think about the broader concept of a wine bar. A new
wine bar, Block 15 Cork and Craft, has replaced the Grand Cru. The owners of Block 15, Tom
and Melanie have already built a successful wine bar business,
the Siesta Key Wine Bar, established in 2021 and thriving in
a location popular with tourists. What the owners decided to
change in the earlier Grand Cru , and not change, may prove
interesting to others in the restaurant and bar business and to
wine bar customers.

The concept of a wine bar originates in Europe. A French
café or bistro serves wine and lighter fare as an alternative to
an informal brasserie or a formal restaurant. One would choose
one or another using the name as a rough guide to the style
and cost of the establishment. In Italy, one would go to an
enoteca for lunch or a glass of wine during the early evening
prior to the opening of a formal ristorante, or instead, choose
a less formal osteria or trattoria for wine and food. A French
restaurant or an ltalian ristorante will have limited hours of
operation, multiple courses, and a quieter ambiance. Purveyors of more casual fare keep ear-
lier, later, or longer hours and offer more flexible choices of dining experiences. In the USA, a
wine bar may mean a restaurant and wine bar that serves only wine and beer, not spirits due to
licensing; a wine (and beer) bar that serves bar food; or a bar serving cockeails as well as wine
and beer and a limited food menu. Some wine bars have a pianist or guitarist playing music,
but rarely have dancing.

The owners of Block 15 have not begun serious food service yet but plan to do so. A few
tables and a long bar open on Main Street and occupy a narrow space going back to an out-
door space with tables on the back end. Think of the whole space as a shotgun house in New
Orleans. The long bar ends three quarters back with a kitchen area behind it. A large space
houses a floor to ceiling wine cooler (Block 15 has the licensing in place to sell bottles of wine
at retail).

What we see now in the renovated space, compared with what we saw before the renova-
tions, includes mainly updates to the bar and new paneling. The basic interior design featuring
the bar, wine storage shelving, and a ground level wine cave matches what we see in wine bars
across the country. Carried over from Grand Cru, rows of wine and beer taps arrayed across
from the bar give customers direct access to premier wines and craft beers. Customers wear
electronic bracelets that monitor volumes and prices of wine and beer poured in their glasses.
The new owners found that customers liked the option of sampling small quantities of wine or
beer and selecting the pour that they preferred. The bracelets compute a running tab for each
customer. This feature supplements service at the bar or at tables.

Tom and Melanie plan to bring food service up to the standards of wine and beer selec-
tions. (For now they allow customers to bring food from the outside to pair with wines.) They
are increasing inventories of niche wines popular with astute wine and beer drinkers and are
looking to set up wine and beer tastings to introduce customers to regional and international
selections.

We tried a couple of wines on the substantial list of wines by the glass. The 2021 Silk and
Spice White Wine Blend ($16 per bottle retail) contains grapes from different wine regions of
Portugal (50% Bical, 35% Arinto, 15% Alvarinho). It has ripe apple and melon tastes. Critics
detect toasted oak flavor that we do not find in a wine reportedly fermented in stainless steel
vats and stored in American oak barrels. This wine has a smooth finish and a touch of sweet-
ness. A bargain 2019 Donna Laura Alteo Chianti Riserva ($17), from the red Sangiovese
grapes grown in the Toscano region of Italy, has bright cherry and raspberry tastes on the
tongue and acidity on the sides of the mouth. A lingering acidic finish makes one long for a
pasta dish with a spicy red tomato sauce.

The Block 15 has the essentials that we are looking for in a wine bar. We will follow up to

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

4551 N Washington Blvd.

Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 355-8437

see how the venue evolves.

S. W Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

'SAVE!
35% OFF

SHUTTERS * ROLLER & SOLAR SHADES
BLINDS » CUSTOM DRAPERIES & CORNICES
Visit our Showroom 941-360-9200

4201 N. Washington Blvd. Sarasota
Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm & Sat 10 am to 2 pm

www.blindsanddesignsofflorida.com

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237
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Business Directory

2

e Waterfront dining
® Fresh local seafood
e Entertainment

b2

L 3

4528 119th Street West | Cortez | FL H’B’R’I:};’“’
In Historic Cortez Village 4p.m.-6p.m.

941.798.2035

www.swordfishgrillcortez.com

Fresh Air

and
Exercise?

Scan For Free
Legacy Trail Guide

LONGBOAT KEY » SARASQ
LAKEWOOD RANCH "

Assisting Buyers, Sellers, and Investor |
nawgatmg the dynamic real estate market

LEIGHTON ALLENBY

f/_. B ;
_-'; . : REALTOR®
/ ¢ 239.537.4563

www.LeightonAllenby.cc [t s

L ved again
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8
Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

MASSAGE &
FACIAL REJUVENATION

e Acupuncture

¢ Injection Therapy
e Herbology

e Homeopathy

941.250.6911

AcuMedFL.com ¢ KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM

* Massage

ads@Lbknews.com
941.387.2200

» SLEEP KING. <
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Glﬂﬂt AN 5, EF CENTTR:

Free Removal and Set Up AN b

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 [ SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00

941-922-5271
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL

(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom ©

Cortez Bait & Seafood

Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters - Shrimp - Clams
_ Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet
MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
941.794.1547 12110 Cortez Road West

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com Cortez, FL
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

www.SleepKing.net

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Steffs St

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES

ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
IN THE CENTRE SHOPS ¢ 941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00

SteffsStuffLBK.com
KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI

Two Generations of Master Barbers

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11

ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS
484-889-8991 e menshaircutsarasota.com

Celebrating 26 years
on the island!

DESIGNO
DES'GN o EXCELLENCE
DESIGN O n HAIR:::B ﬁ)A(TLEE:sEs'Téﬁ
DESIGN

DESIGNON  387-9807

Time to schedule your
appointments for
the busy winter Season!

Taking extra COVID sanitation protocols.

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

2953 Bee Ridge Road e Sarasota, FL 34239

Health Is Wealth
(941) 284-9563

Erinn Earth, Owner/Operator
Haircuts
Color
Highlights
Treatments
Ayurvedic Scalp
Massage

BOOK NOW AT: hairandearth.glossgenius.com

200 Central Ave e Suite 18 ¢ Downtown Sarasota

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN

ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Moshy

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or

941.387.2200

Taxes and Accounting 5370 #202

941-387- 0926CP A GMD

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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Discover luxury living in Hideaway Bay, with 18 single-family homes on expansive lots.
This 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath waterfront residence is surrounded by mature landscaping, a paver
driveway, and a grand entry foyer. Upon crossing the threshold, the living room unfolds with a
soaring glass wall connecting the interior to the pool area. With 3,300+/- sq. ft., the open floor
plan is perfect for entertaining. The large contemporary kitchen features a cooktop island and
a breakfast bar island, wine refrigerator and an adjacent eat-in area create a culinary showplace.
The open kitchen flows into the dining room and family room. The 2nd floor showcases the
primary suite with a terrace overlooking the pool. Step outside to the resort-style pool area,
screened-in and spacious, and complete with covered areas and a grilling space. A waterfall fea-
ture over the pool adds to the ambiance. For boating enthusiasts, this residence offers a dock,

The Algonot® Family of Nutraceuticals were

developed based on extensive published

research by Prof. Theoharis Theoharides
Up to 3 Products!

PhD, MD, are covered by numerous patents PROMO CODE: m .u,,...:’.:’ s
and supported by clinical studies. They are Algonot15
intended for individuals with unique dietary
requirements and sensitivities. The greatest
consideration is taken in the selection,
source and purity of ingredients in all
formulations for better health and safety.
o W & T N
. &) ) @) & 20 me..

(M0 FREE GLUTEN FREE Dbiiy FREE S A

The Only Liposomal Formulation using Olive Pomace
Oil with a Unique Combination of Ingredients to:

Decrease free radical production*
Inhibit mast cell activation*
Promote immune system balance*
Protect sensitive tissues*
Reduce inflammation*
Sharpen cognition*

~»» Strengthen memory*
T. C. Theoharides, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD

From Yale University >
www.mastcellmaster.com

Let Nature Help You Be Your Best®

Support Brain health*

GentleDerm® is a unique antioxidant lotion containing aloe, olive leaf,
chamomile and oregano extract together with the novel flavonoid,
tetramethoxyflavone, for dry, irritated or sensitive skin.

algonot.com ¢ 941-346-9002 e Toll free operator 24 hour 800-254-6668
feedback@algonot.com
430 Interstate Court e Sarasota e Florida ¢ 34240

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. These products are not Intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Hideaway Bay

700 Hideaway Bay Lane
Longboat Key, FL 34228

boat lift and the privacy of a protected area across the canal. The current British owners have
enjoyed their tropical retreat for many years. Offered for sale by Bruce Myer, Realtor, Coldwell
Banker Realty, Longboat Key, for $3,295,000.

Pedal

cardio after your game.

& www.ebikesandcycles.com

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER

Join the fun/!
10 OPEN COURTS | TOURNAMENT PLAY | LESSONS

FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP g
ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE L ‘
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS ‘

e
&

-

OPEN MON-FRI 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN 7:30 AM - 1200 PM

Q

590 BAY ISLES ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

C

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!
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NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR
St

| |

SCAN FOR MORE

JUST LISTED!

SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

3408 WINDING OAKS DRIVE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,195,000
2BR/2.5BA e 2,039 SF e Completely updated e Private Pool

SCAN FOR MORE
JUST LISTED!

- g
e~ ol |\

5757 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,# 102 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA e 1,561 SF e First Level o Steps to the beach ¢ $1,295,000

THE ATRIUM e 2120 HARBOURSIDE DR., #645 « LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,650,00
3BR/2.5BA e Designer interior ® 2 Covered Parking spaces

o ) | ;"

QUEENS HARBOUR e 3520 FAIR OAKS LANE e LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $1,995,000
3BR+DEN/3BA e 2,902 SF e Separate casita for guests

s P}

) M
Ty,
L

I.ll . |
FAIRWAY BAY ¢ 1932 HARBOURSIDE DR., #224 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $659,000
2BR/2BA e 1,192 SF e Bay & City views e Excellent value

A

SCAN FOR MORE

| JUST LISTED! '

] - . i e
HIDEAWAY BAY e 700 HIDEAWAY BAY LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL $3,295,000
3BR/3.5BA e 3,306 SF e Waterfront e Easy access to bay

SCAN FOR MORE

s g
COUNTRY CLUB SHORES e 520 CHIPPING LANE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $5,975,000
SBR+OFFICE/4.5BA e 4,412 SF » Waterfront e Built in 2022

THE ATRIUM e 2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #543 e LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,350,000
3BR/2BA e Direct Bay front views ¢ Updated

GRAND BAY | ¢ 3060 GRAND BAY BLVD., #153 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL * $1,999,500
3BR/3.5BA e 2,550 SF e Full floor e Direct Bay views

e : L \ f/

THE ATRIUM e 2110 HARBOURSIDE DR., #538 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL ¢ $1,429,000
3BR/2.5BA e 2,616 SF e Bay & City views e 3 Terraces

k ¥ i

_.; ) = "‘-‘ >
SANDS POINT e 100 SANDS POINT RD., #211 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
Gulf views ¢ 2BR/2BA e $1,495,000

Within the gates of the Longboat Key Club

gf%& W”REALTOR@

Bruce@BruceMyer.com « www.BruceMyer.com

941.376.5311

GRAND BAY V ¢ 3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA e« $849,000
Views of the golf course, and Sarasota Bay

VILLA DI LANCIA e 2185 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #211 ¢« LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3BA e $2,095,000
Walkdown to beach e Gulf views

COLDWELL
BANKER

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

FOR THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF EXCLUSIVE LONGBOAT KEY LISTINGS...

Subscribe to our

: LONGBOAT KEY FOR SALE
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