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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS MAY 15 

world Endangered Species Day 2026 is being observed on 15 May 2026, which falls on 

the third Friday of May. The 2026 observance marks the 21st annual celebration of a global 

conservation day focused on threatened and endangered wildlife. 

National Endangered Species Day 

National Endangered Species Day began as an annual observance in the United States and 

is now used for conservation education in several countries. The 2026 theme is “Celebrating 

America’s Wildlife Comeback Stories. Championing the Endangered Species Act.” 

Conservation Activities and India 

National Endangered Species Day is marked through educational programmes, community 

activities, film screenings, chalk art contests, and pollinator garden plantings. In India, 

schools, non-governmental organisations, and institutions use the observance for 

biodiversity awareness, eco-club activities, nature walks, and conservation campaigns. The 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is organising five thematic Big Cat 

Conservation Events 2026 across India before the International Big Cat Alliance Summit 

2026. The five species covered are tiger, Asiatic lion, leopard, snow leopard, and cheetah. 

Big Cat Conservation in India 

India is home to more than 70% of the world’s wild tiger population. Project Tiger was 

launched in 1973, and the National Tiger Conservation Authority was established under the 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. An international workshop titled “Shared Stripes – Shared 

Future” was held at the Nehru Zoological Park in Hyderabad on 12 May 2026. Delegates 

from Malaysia, Russia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and the United States participated in the 

workshop. 
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https://www.gktoday.in/project-tiger/
https://www.gktoday.in/national-tiger-conservation-authority-ntca/
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Advocate General of Tamil Nadu 
Senior Advocate Vijay Narayan was appointed as the Advocate General of Tamil Nadu on 
May 13, 2026, representing the state government in the Madras High Court. He succeeds 
P.S. Raman, who resigned, and previously held this position between 2017 and 2021.  
Key Details regarding the appointment: 

 Appointment Date: May 13, 2026. 
 Government: Appointed by the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) led government. 
 Background: A senior advocate specializing in constitutional, administrative, and 

commercial laws, Narayan is the nephew of former Attorney General of India, K.K. 
Venugopal. 

 Previous Tenure: Served as Advocate General from 2017–2021.  
He is one of the top law officers for the state, officially appointed under Article 165(1) of the 
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Election deposit trends in 2026 

 Around 83% of candidates in Tamil Nadu lost their election security deposit 

in the 2026 Assembly elections. 

 An election security deposit is the amount paid to the Returning Officer 

while filing nomination papers for an election. 

 The deposit is forfeited if a candidate gets less than one-sixth (1/6) of the 

total valid votes polled in the constituency. 

 Tamil Nadu recorded the highest percentage of candidates losing deposits, 

followed by West Bengal, where 78% of candidates lost their deposits. 

 In Tamil Nadu, 3,352 candidates lost their deposits out of 4,023 candidates 
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who contested the Assembly elections. 

 In West Bengal, 2,298 candidates forfeited their deposits out of 2,920 

candidates in the election fray. 
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The Mission for Cotton Productivity is a ₹5,659-crore, government-backed initiative 
(2026–2031) aimed at making India self-reliant in cotton. It seeks to accomplish a production 
of 498 lakh bales by aggressively enhancing lint productivity from 440 kg/ha to 755 kg/ha.  
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Key pillars of the mission include: 
 Advanced Seeds & Tech: Developing climate-resilient, disease-resistant, and high-yielding 

seed varieties alongside scaled adoption of modern farming tech (like High Density 
Planting). 

 Kasturi Cotton Bharat: Strengthening traceability and branding to position Indian cotton as 
a premium, sustainable, globally trusted product. 

 Infrastructure Modernization: Upgrading over 2,000 ginning and processing factories to 
improve fiber quality and reduce contamination. 

 Direct Empowerment: Integrating digital platforms for transparent price discovery and direct 
market access for farmers.  
The initiative spans 140 focused districts across 14 states, managed jointly by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Ministry of Textiles 
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Uniform GSVA Guidelines 
The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released finalized 
Uniform Guidelines for compiling Gross State Value Added (GSVA) estimates in May 2026, 
setting the new base year to 2022-23. These guidelines ensure a standardized framework 
across all states and Union Territories, updating methodology to reflect current economic 
structures, enhancing data accuracy, and aligning state figures with national accounts 
Key Aspects of the 2026 Uniform GSVA Guidelines: 

 New Base Year: The base year for GSVA is updated to 2022-23, shifting away from the 
previous 2011-12 series. 

 Purpose: To standardize compilation practices, ensuring comparability, consistency, and 
reliability of Regional Accounts Statistics across all 34+ states/UTs. 

 Expanded Data Integration: Enhanced use of administrative records, sectoral databases, 
and improved survey inputs for better coverage of emerging service sectors and 
unincorporated enterprises. 

 Methodology Updates: Updated estimation techniques now better reflect structural 
changes in the economy to improve the accuracy of Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) 
calculations. 

 Scope: The new guidelines apply to all States and UTs to ensure complete national 
coverage in regional economic assessments 
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