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and track home rentals

Island leaders seek to control code violations and track
rentals in residential zones.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

It is axiomatic: a good neighbor
is a quiet neighbor.

By Bob Parrish

Raising a glass with Mote

After a long-awaited postponement due to Hurricane lan, Mote
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium’s inaugural Sharktoberfest event went
off without a hitch Saturday, Jan. 14.

Guests age 21 and older experienced Mote Aquarium as never before,
savoring a highly anticipated lineup of craft beers, food, live music and

other festive delights.

Doors opened at 6 p.m. for the VIP Tasting event, where guests
enjoyed six selections from local brewers against a beautiful water-
front backdrop in the New Pass room of the Mote’s Keating Marine
Education Center on City Island, Sarasota.

The main event was held from 7-10 p.m. in Mote Aquarium’s court-

yard.

A good neighbor does not
party late at night, hurling bodies
through the air and splashing into
pools while getting drunk and then
driving to and fro throughout the

Waterfront Listing

night. Good neighbors do not leave
trash and crank obnoxious music
throughout the night.

But these are exactly the kind of

See Rentals, page 3

preely Longboat seeks to register Who will

design,
run new
Library
on LBK?

The plan for a
Sarasota County
Library in the
heart of Longboat
Key is rapidly
taking shape.

STEVE REID
Editor & Publisher
sreid@Ibknews.com

On Jan. 23, Longboat Key Town
Manager Tom Harmer will give the
most detailed report to date on
exactly what the County will pay
for, how much control the town
will have over programming and
architectural design, and what the
next steps between are for the two
governmental entities.

Specifically, Harmer has craft-
ed along with Sarasota County
Principles of Agreement that with
the Commission approval and
County Commission approval, will
govern the process and the project.

The first that
Longboat Key would lease the site
for the library facility for 50 years
and “extensions will be provided.”

The Town will have input and its
residents would be part of a process

principle is

to provide input into the architec-
tural design of the future facility,
but the Principles of Agreement
clearly state that the County will
run that process and will ultimately
decide on the architecture, opera-
tional needs, management and
scheduling of all activities within
the future facility. The Principles of
Agreement state that there will be
“no additional oversight commit-
tee beyond current Sarasota County
Advisory Board.”

The Town can request enhance-
ments to the library facility beyond
whatever base specifications the
county wants, but the funding
would have to be paid by either
Longboat Key or through fundrais-
ing.

The Principles of Agreement
does anticipate the establishment of
“Friends of the LBK Library,” which
would work with the existing library
volunteers.

So in short, the County would
design, build, program and operate
the facility, and the Town will pro-
vide input on those aspects as well as
the acreage which runs between the
Public Tennis Center and the Publix

See Library, page 3
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WELCOME TO LONGBOAT KEY CLUB.

Be a part of the most coveted membership club in southwest Florida! /
* GOLF on 45 championship holes * REJUVENATE at our spa & wellness center P
* WINE & DINE in five unique venues  » PLAY on 24 tennis & 4 pickleball courts

* SAIL from our full service marina * DELIGHT in exclusive member events & activities LONGBOAT’ K.EY’ CLUB

* SUN on our private beach * SAVOR magnificent sunsets SARASOTA, FLORIDA

Call us today to arrange a private tour. 941.387.166| or email Membership@LongboatKeyClub.com.

CREATIVE KITCHENS< BATHS

YOU CREATE THE DREAM — WE CREATE THE REALITY

Now booking for Summer 2023 Bringing your vision to life. ..

94 1-925-3723 Known for impeccable construction standards, build quality
and attention to detail, our team will bring your vision

Longboat Key Showroom to life from first conversation to job completion.

By Appointment Only

5610 Gulf of Mexico Drive | Longboat Key, FL 34228 Full Kitchen & Home Remodeling

State Certified General (61531837 5 3
Al e Custom Cabinetry & Closets | Custom Tile Work

Serving Longboat Key, Lido Key, Bird Key and St. Armands. Hardwood & LVP Floors | Solid Core Doors
Baseboards & Ceiling Molding/Trim

www.CreativeKitchenAndBaths.com
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Rentals, from page 1

complaints that Longboat Key Code Enforcement says are so ubiquitous on the otherwise
serene island that it wants to register and track all potential rental residential properties.

On Monday, Town Staff will recommend to the commission that it adopt a Residential
Rental Registration Program.

Similar programs are in place, says staff, on Anna Maria, Holmes Beach, and in Bradenton.
Staff says it wants these programs so it can have an organized and fact-based approach to regu-
lating the negative impacts from Airbnb and VRBO rentals.

The Town of Longboat Key is unique in that it does not allow more than one rental within
a 30-day period in residential zones. In other words, any homeowner in a residential zone can
rent for a weekend or a month, but only to one party in a 30-day period. The problem for town
staff and code enforcement, which receives hundreds of complaints generated by the impacts
of rentals, is that without a registration it has no way to track what exactly is going on in any
given property.

“In order to pursue Code Enforcement there has to be evidence that a property is being rent-
ed for some form of compensation. There further has to be proof of the length of a rental in
order for there to be a violation of the Town’s short-term rental requirements,” said Planning,
Zoning and Building Director Allen Parsons.

What Town Staff is proposing is for any property in a residential zone that rents for less than
six months at a time would be required to register with the Town, pay Tourist Development
Taxes and receive a residential rental certificate of registration all applicable tourism taxes will
have to be shown as collected and paid.

The registration process will require contact information of a Designated Responsible Party
who will be responsible for responding to inquiries or complaints.

An element of the registration program designed to offer relief to neighbors is the require-
ment, if adopted, that all cars or vehicle traffic associated with the rental unit, be parked on
site of the property.

Another requirement will be that all owners of rentals will be required to place the Town
Certificate of Registration number in all advertisements, whether in print or on the internet.

Town Staff has identified about 1,300 properties on Longboat Key that are engaged in
rentals currently that would be subject to these new requirements. The cost for the staff to
administer this program, which will include inspections, is proposed to be covered by the two
existing code enforcement positions in town and the adoption of fees to cover the costs.

Parsons says the next step if the Commission wants to move forward, is to develop a Fee
Resolution to define the cost to the rental property owners.

“Staff is reccommending adoption of this program as a proactive measure,” wrote Parsons in
his memo recommending that the commission move forward with the program.
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Harry's Restaurant
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Happy Hour | Craft Cocktails | Fine Wines

Harry's Gourmet Deli/Take Out

Take 'N' Bake Dinners | Sandwiches | Salads | Desserts | Fine Wines | Party Specialties
' .
Harry's Gourmet Catering

Award-Winning Cuisine | Immaculate Presentation | Impeccable Service
www.HarrysKitchen.com * 5600 Gulf of Mexico Drive » 941-383-0777
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Restaurant
Reservations
Suggested

Small Batet, lee Cream

made by hand at the original
Tyler’s Cortez location

OPEN MON - SAT
Mon - Thur 12:00 - 9:00 PM
Fri - Sat 12:00- 10:00 PM

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. (941) 706-1416
(in the Centre Shops Next to The Lazy Lobster)

Open House for Town Manager Harmer’s Retirement

Join the Town on February 6 between 10 am to 12 pm at Longboat Key Town Hall, 501 Bay
Isles Road for an opportunity to say goodbye to Tom Harmer and thank him for his 5 years of
service to Longboat Key and its citizens.

Harmer announced his retirement in June 2022 and February 6 is his last day on the job.
Tom has often stated “It has been an honor to finish my 38-year public service career here on
Longboat Key.”

Tom will be moving to Winter Garden to be closer to his two sons and three grandkids and
is looking forward to enjoying his retirement with his wife Dee.

If you have questions, please contact Susan Phillips, Assistant to Town Manager at sphillips@
longboatkey.org or 941-316-1999, x 1212.

Library, from page 1
Plaza for the County facility.

The idea of a County library is the evolution of a now-decades long plan to build a com-
munity center, which morphed into a Town Cultural Arts Center, which has now taken firm
root as a future County Library.

The Town five years ago negotiated with the Ringling College of Art and Design to build
a Community Art Center that Ringling would manage but would be built through fundrais-
ing. That plan fell apart when Ringling President Larry Thompson decided it was not viable
following criticism and questioning of the Ringling organization by previous Longboat Key
Commissioners.

Since the Ringling departure, the Town Commission embarked on activating the site and
moved an historical building from the Village, secured about $800,000 for a pavilion and
stage that is currently under construction that will hold concerts and public activities on the
site. The library is planned as an additional enhancement with the hope that the entire project
will constitute a de facto Town Center that previous commissions said is lacking on the island.

25170 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208
(941) 748-4679

4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234
(941) 355-8437

follow the locals lo ud...
indide, ouldide or curbiide

FEATURING:

* Live Maine Lobster
* Fresh Fish ¢ Gulf Shrimp

» Salads * Seafood Favorites
* Ribs, Burgers & More!
- Entrées Starting at $17
» Early Dining & Happy Hour
Mon -Sat 3:30 - 5:00

ALY etk

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:00 PM
Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Ordering Available for Take-Out
AND Curbside Pick-Up!

5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr.
(in the Centre Shops)
www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com
(941) 383-0440
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HditorLetters

Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

The Roundabout Contractor Just Cheaped Out

To the Editor:

In the correspondence recently published about the roundabout disaster, no one seems to
have taken issue with the contractor’s excuse that gosh they just could not get anyone to deliver
“small amounts of concrete” other than at peak rush hour during high season. That is no
excuse for mismanagement that could have cost the life of someone desperately needing to get
to the hospital. In the absence of natural disaster, every commercial transaction is possible at
a price. What happened here is that the contractor just cheaped out. They could have either
paid more or ordered more in order to get their concrete delivered at night. The contractor’s
choice shows they neither respected nor feared the City and State authorities responsible for
this contract. Don't tell us you will notify us next time. The City and State authorities should
be telling us they will never let this happen again, or people will be fired, financial penalties
will be imposed, and injunctions will be obtained.

Jeffrey A. Jannuzzo

Longboat Key

Broadway traffic calming

To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Maureen Merrigan

Hi Maureen. Thanks for forwarding. While we only have feedback from the Broadway com-
mittee, and not from the entire Longbeach Village, here is some initial feedback:

* We were surprised that Public Works has decided on a street paint plan without any con-
sultation with any Longbeach Village resident.

e The feedback so far is that street paint is not desirable to either slow traffic or improve
the Broadway aesthetics. It will create and emphasize the straight shot speedway that is there
now. We haven’t encountered any resident in favor of street paint for sharrows, travel lanes, or
crosswalks.

e While we have heard that many think Broadway is a neighborhood street, it is in fact pri-
marily a restaurant feeder street. The vast majority of the Village residents turn on Longboat
Drive North or South. Of the 2512 cars per day that use Broadway, probably 2,000 of them
are going to the restaurants (patrons, service, deliveries, and employees - for the restaurants that
have a total of 354 dining seats).

e Public Works is proposing a yellow line between what would be the travel lanes. This
would put the yellow line about 10 feet from the north curb and 20 feet from the south curb.
We think that would look weird and ugly as the parking lane rarely gets used but is clearly
visible to drivers when vehicles are parked along the south curb. We think it is much safer and
better to encourage traffic to the middle of Broadway. Since the former painted white lines
were removed a year or two ago, traffic has moved over from the north side curb toward the

FULL GULF VIEWS

NOW PENDING SALE
e S Al e S A
3 £

mm g a \'.I

DIRECT BAY FRONT

e

2105 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #3503
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA | 1,463 SF | FULLY UPDATED
$1,799,900

3606 FAIR OAKS PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
4BR+DEN/3BA | 3,842 SF | 24’ DOCK
$3,600,000

CASEY KEY WATERFRONT

DIRECT GULF FRONT

4325 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #304
LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/2.5BA | 1,336 SF | UPDATES
$1,300,000

LONGBOAT KEY LOT
641 FOX STREET | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
50’ X 105" CORNER LOT READY TO BUILD
OFFERED FOR $499,900

105 CASEY KEY RD., #34
NOKOMIS, FL
3BR/2BA | 1,170 SF | ASSIGNED BOAT SLIP
$995,000

GULF FRONT LOT
6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY, FL
100’ X 210’ VACANT LOT
NOW PENDING SALE - $3,995,000

Dennis Girard, Realtor

941.809.0041
dennis.girard@premiersir.com

Premier | Soth

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
50 Central Ave, Suite 110 e Sarasota, FL 34236

center making mail delivery and residents’ use of mailboxes less hazardous.

* We like the other options Kimley Horn offered and what they have done in other neigh-
borhoods.

* if your objective is to start small and cheap then we suggest stop signs or speed bumps,
circular or traditional, at the 3 intersections. This would address the speeders and also be aes-
thetically acceptable.

* We believe that common courtesy would have been to communicate with the Broadway
Committee in response to the meeting held in April 2022.

Pete & Carla Rowan

Longboat Key

Broadway traffic calming

To: Longboat Key Vice Mayor Maureen Merrigan

Additionally, since cost is a priority concern, the Village Residents will gladly finance and
properly install the stop signs we request. Thank you for your consideration of safety within
our neighborhood.

Carla Rowan

Longboat Key

Broadway Traffic Calming

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Tom Harmer
Did Town communicate with north residents?
BJ Bishop

Commissioner

Longboat Key

Broadway traffic calming

To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop

Commissioner Bishop, thanks for the email. Isaac met with the residents when they pre-
sented their request for traffic circles. Back in November he updated them to let them know
once he had a chance to complete his review he would be briefing the Town Manager first and
would then follow back to brief them on the findings and any recommendations and next
steps. I did ask him to let me update the Commission on the report and his plans before he
sent it out to the residents since the residents have also reached out directly to commissioners
over the past couple of months on their request. He did send an update to them and offer to
meet and discuss.

Thomas A. Harmer

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

One percent tax

To: Longboat Key Commission

Late yesterday, I presented the Town’s request for additional TDT dollars from Sarasota
County associated with the addition of the new 1% tax (6th Penny). The Tourist Development
Council unanimously supported the request. The Interlocal Agreement approved by the Town
Commission will now go to the Sarasota County Commission for final action.

Tom Harmer

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

Emergency water line repair

To: Longboat Key Commission

On Saturday evening I notified the Commission of an emergency water line repair that
required a shutdown of the water main along a portion of GMD (north end) to allow the
crews to make the repair.

I received several questions about the water line break that occurred- see response below and
email from Public Works.

Was this related to the schedule value repair in the Sleepy Lagoon neighborhood on
Thursday, January 12th? (No, this was an emergency repair that was unrelated to that planned
work)

Did the staff notify the restaurants in the area? (I understand the restaurants were notified
that a water shut down was imminent)

How long was the water shut off in the area? (approximately 1 hour).

Thomas A. Harmer

Town Manager

Town of Longboat Key

North end water line break

To: Longboat Key Commission

I was notified that our Public Works crews are working diligently to perform an emergency
water line break repair on the north end of the island. Areas impacted that will experience little
to no water pressure are within the areas of the 6900 block of GMD to General Harris Street.
At this time, they believe any shut down necessary for the repair will be for a short duration
and they will advise residents if a boil water notice will be required for any areas impacted.

Tom Harmer

Town Manager

Longboat Key

North end water line break

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Tom Harmer

The two events were unrelated. The Jan. 12th event was planned valve replacement.

Cause appears to be age of the service line corporation stop valve and possibly combined
with temperatures over the weekend; no hits or break related to construction activity.

See Letters, page 5
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Letters, from page 4

Yes, I understand that we notified the restaurants that water shut down was imminent and to
store some water.

Outage was about 1-hour, which was very quick from our perspective due to the main having
to be shut down.

The outage area expended from the bridge south to the General Harris area, though, we
received some emails from south of there and we are investigating how the water was affected
further south. Please let me know if any questions.

Isaac Brownman

Director Public Works

Town of Longboat Key

Longboat Key North 1-9-2023 Meeting Minutes

To: Longboat Key North members

Not currently on my schedule, I have a business here to operate and I tend to watch the
weather

Before making plans except with holidays where I don’t have a choice.

What is going on that day, an association or north end meeting?

Either way, I'd like to talk to them before then because of the loss of the Broadway center turn
lane coming from the south, when the roundabout goes in.

The probability for making afternoon traffic snarls significantly worse

For people needing to get to the west side of GMD is recognized by the DPW, but not many
people know it will happen, aren’t thinking about it, and the city or other roundabout propo-
nents aren't telling people about losing the turn lane.

At the same time, the city is recommending a new center turn lane for the south end of the
key to alleviate traffic next to the golf course where residents wait in traffic before they can get to
the street the live on. Why does a center turn lane work for them, but losing one doesn’t hurt us?

I love roundabouts, we have many up here, but this one is basically a four way stop sign that
will have a worse impact on those of us who can currently move past the stand still traffic of
midafternoon to early evening, and get home as much as thirty to forty minutes earlier by being
able to turn left at Broadway. We won't be able to do that when the turn lane disappears. We
will sit in the traffic I've been using that intersection for 47 years and the traffic has been getting
worse and worse. The roundabout doesn’t help anyone when the traffic is at standsdill. So, if
possible, their phone contact info would be helpful.

Dave Baughman

Longboat Key

Longboat Key North 1-9-2023 Meeting Minutes
To: David Baughman

Maureen will be here for second cup of coffee that today. If you were here, it would an
opportunity to talk with her. I do not have their information. Debbie Murphy is taking
Maureen’s seat as commissioner very soon. She may be able to answer some of your questions.
I will reach out to her and see if she is able to provide me with any contact information.
Thank you!

Taylor Roof

Office Administrator

Longbeach Condominium

Longboat Key North 1-9-2023 Meeting Minutes

To: Taylor Roof

You aren’t authorized to give contact info of an association board member to an owner? I
can hunt for it in the roster, but something is wrong here. I shouldn’t have to spend air fare
to talk to my representatives. I've previously sent two emails that include Murphy about the
roundabout with no reply, so can someone tell me what this association represents?

David Baughman

Longboat Key

Longboat Key North 1-9-2023 Meeting Minutes

To: David Baughman

I apologize for any misunderstanding that may have arisen related to your concerns regard-
ing the construction of the Broadway roundabout.

I believe the project has been approved by the Town of Longboat Key awaiting preliminary
plans from the Florida Department of Transportation. I'm unclear as to whether or not there
will be an opportunity for further community input regarding the construction design and
the turning lane you are concerned about. I have no definitive timeline to offer as to when
those plans might be received by the Town of Longboat Key.

I recommend you send an email to Maureen Merrigan to see what additional information
she may be aware of concerning the construction of the Broadway roundabout. She can be
reached at Mmerrigan@longboatkey.org.

Please feel free to email me or call me to discuss any issues you feel I may be useful in help-
ing you resolve. My term as Commissioner for District 5 begins in mid-March.

Debbie Murphy

Longboat Key

Taste Test Results

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
Today, Commissioner Arroyo requested a copy of the drinking water taste/odor results.
Attached is a memo sent to the City Manager’s office on 8/13/19 in response to a request

See Letters, page 7
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830 TARAWITT DRIVE

$4,995,000 " o o
545 KINGFISHER LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
Custom built modern canal front residence. Enjoy 4,646 sf
of interior living space with 4 en-suite beds/baths and a out-
door areas accented by teak decks, lap pool with waterfall
feature, summer kitchen, not to mention a 5-car garage.

$1,995,000

t.— —

1111 RITZ CARLTON DR., #1703 | SARASOTA
Captivating panorama of bay, island and Gulf vistas from
every room, this expansive northwest-facing, 3BR/4BA
Ritz-Carlton penthouse has been meticulously cared for and
maintained by the original owners.

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

| LONGBOAT KEY
Just three lots to the ICW from this over 2,500 sf, coastal 2015 built
home. Living area and kitchen open to the patio and contemporary
pool. The privacy of the second level offers two guest bedrooms
with full bath, plus an extra lounge with wet bar.

529 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Contemporary canal-front home with private dock and quick access
to the bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a quiet street designed
for privacy, this 2,808 sf, 4BR/3BA home features an open floorplan
with expansive living spaces, pool and a private rooftop deck.

100 SANDS POINT RD., #208 |
Gulf front, 2BR/2BA residence with a Chef’s kitchen, a spacious,
open living area, along with dining space and a separate den area.
Located at the Southern Point of Longboat Key within the gates of
the Longboat Key Clu.b

4

waltergrouprealestate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

s

JANET WALTER
941.232.2000

A= Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com
LONGBOAT KEY

Michael Saunders & Company.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER




Page 6 Friday, January 20, 2023

The News

Hditorial Opinton

Time for America to move on...

Several videos have surfaced showing “Middle Class Joe” proudly backing his sleek, vintage,
dark green 1967 Corvette Stingray into the now infamous garage.

GREGORY RUSOVICH
Guest Writer
Rusovich@lbknews.com

President Joe Biden: “Let me — they’re — I'm going to get
a chance to speak on all this, God willing, soon, but as I said
earlier this week, people — and, by the way, my Corvette is in
a locked garage. Okay? So, it’s not like theyre just sitting out
on the street. But at any rate —.”

Questioner: “So the material was in a locked garage?”

The president: “Yes, as well as my Corvette.”

Ah yes, the good ole Corvette defense. Problem is, as con-
stitutional scholar and attorney Jonathan Turley observed,
“The Corvette standard doesn’t actually appear in the Federal
Register, although Corvette did have a slogan for many years
that ‘Ic’s like a car only better.”

Several videos have surfaced showing “Middle Class Joe”
proudly backing his sleek, vintage, dark green 1967 Corvette

Stingray into the now infamous garage. Several boxes of files
are shown in the background. Voila, we have found the crime
scene! The reckless storage of these
classified documents, along with at
least two other batches of highly sen-
sitive materials held at separate Biden
locations, raises serious legal concerns.
The principal law that Biden
appears to have violated repeatedly
is 18 USC 793, which makes it a
crime to remove national defense or
classified material with the intent to
retain it in an unauthorized location. RUSOVICH
A garage, home and private office are
clearly unauthorized as they are not
secure from incursion. Interestingly, the president’s personal
attorneys conducted the searches for the files even though
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Dreaming of city living
on the Gulf Coast?

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOUR FLORIDA DREAM LIFESTYLE

LONGBOAT KEY ANNA MARIA ISLAND BIRD KEY

Now’s the time to make your dreams come true.

our team focuses on your needs and exceeds
your expectations.

As your community partner with deep local knowledge,

LIDO KEY SIESTA KEY SARASOTA BRADENTON

LARSONG

SARASOTA AND ISLAND LIVING

Earl Larson
REALTOR®

Tryla Larson
REALTOR®
MOBILE 941.962.1122
OFFICE  941.383.7591

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com

MOBILE 314.324.1517
OFFICE  941.383.7591

EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Michael Saunders & Company.
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440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

they do not have active security clearances. So, what was
their directive, look but don’t read? Additionally, several other
crucial questions emerge. Who else had access to these classi-
fied documents? How could these highly sensitive documents
have been handled in such a careless manner? Why did Biden
have the documents? When exactly were they discovered and
reported?

Hunter Biden, while addicted to drugs and paying pros-
titutes tens of thousands of dollars, lived at the Delaware
residence off and on for several years. According to the New
York Post, he even falsely claimed in a separate rental applica-
tion that he owned the Delaware home (and garage). As the
younger Biden is under federal investigation for influence-
peddling schemes involving shady foreign actors, and has had
unfettered entry to the home and garage, there is a legitimate
concern that nefarious individuals may also have had access
to Americas secrets. Who else besides Hunter entered the
residence?

House Republicans are demanding to know who visited the
home over the roughly five-year period in which the classified
documents were stored in the garage (yes President Biden,
next to your Corvette). The Secret Service maintains that no
visitor logs were kept at the residence. Did the Secret Service
maintain its own records? Considering the reckless disregard
in the placement of classified material, as well as Hunter
Biden’s open access, a full review of visitors, security protocols
and national intelligence assessment is required. There are also
questions centered on foreign donations and visitors to the
Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global Engagement.
Classified documents — including some believed to be top
secret — were found in the Penn Biden office used by Biden
after his tenure as vice president.

The president needs to take full responsibility for this der-
eliction of duty. In a September interview with CBS’ Scott
Pelley, a righteous Joe Biden scolded former President Donald
Trump’s handling of classified documents in Mar-a-Lago:
“How that could possibly happen, how anyone could be that
irresponsible.” Well, now you know, Mr. President.

Equally disturbing is the timing of the Justice Department’s
announcement of the existence of classified documents ini-
tially found at the Penn Biden Center. Just this past Monday,
the White House disclosed that the president’s personal
attorney uncovered an entire batch of classified documents
there on November 2. The National Archives informed the
Department of Justice of the discovery on November 4.
The mid-term elections were on November 8. So, both the
White House and the Department of Justice suppressed this
information until January 9. Once again, crucial informa-
tion was withheld prior to a national election. White House
Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre’s insistence that the White
House is being “transparent” is absurd. Public distrust against
President Biden is growing as the latest Quinnipiac poll
reports a dismal 36 percent approval rate. The American
people deserve real transparency.

Nothing in the current Biden document scandal excuses
former President Trump’s negligent handling of classified
material. Yet, there was an unequal response by the FBI and
the Department of Justice to the respective cases; the feds
raided Mar-a-Lago in full force while the same institutional
leaders allowed Biden’s personal attorneys to delicately review
Biden’s files. Sound like equal treatment under the law?
Nonetheless, both men violated the spirit and content of the
law. And now the Department of Justice has appointed inde-
pendent counsels to review both cases, laying the groundwork
for further political turmoil.

These scandals demonstrate yet again that it is time for
America to move on. The need for different leadership is a
clear mandate. But neither man need worry. Joe still has his
cherished Corvette and Trump retains his palatial Mar-a-

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Sondse Sk | 941.383.3388

6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE « LONGBOAT KEY, FL
CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!
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from Commissioner Brody. The memo summarizes the results of the taste tests and survey
data. The City Manager’s office forwarded this memo to that entire commission on 8/13/19.
Please let me know if you have any questions and/or need any additional information.
Bill Riebe
Utilities Director

City of Sarasota

Ringling Boulevard

To: Sarasota City Commission

I work on Ringling Boulevard. Every day, I am witness to people driving motor vehicles in
the bicycle lane. It's much more dangerous now than ever before. Perhaps something can be
done to protect the bicycle lanes. I enclosed a few pictures of what I see on a daily basis. Its
not easy to photograph. many more violations exist that go unnoticed, of course, as I don't just
look out my window all day.

A. Getty

Sarasota

Oak tree cut down without permit

1. An oak tree at 1100 University parkway lot 35 was cut down without permission.

2. The diameter was about three feet

3. I would like to now what penalty will the lot owner face?

4. And does he have to replant trees?

5. The tree was a beautiful tree and. Could be 100 years old.

6. It is my understanding the law was broken in this case and the city is going to provide a
permit after the fact...this is a cover up...why is this allowed?

7. So if you cut down any tree in Sarasota without a permit its ok a permit will be issued
after the fact and everything is now ok?

David Picone

Sarasota

-- FEATURED LISTINGS --

Oak tree cut down without permit
To: David Picone
Thank you for the email about a tree being cut down without a permit. I have copied the
City Manager, Deputy City Manager, and staff on this email to respond (and copy me as well
please). Thank you for bringing this to my attention.
Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Oak tree cut down without permit

To: Sarasota City Senior Arborist Don Ullom

Will you please check out this report of a tree being taken down without permit?
Thank you.

Myra Schwarz

General Manager Development Services

City of Sarasota

Oak tree cut down without permit

To: Sarasota City General Manager Development Services Myra Schwarz

Mick has a case already in the works, and a notice of violation went out last week. A permit
is required for an after the fact removal of a tree. We try to work with owners to bring their
sites back into compliance before the first code hearing. Until we hear back from the property
owner, we will monitor the site for permits of any type.

Donald Ullom

Senior Arborist

City of Sarasota

Bath and Racquet Club CPA Analysis

To: Sarasota City Parks and Recreation General Manager Candie Pedersen
Below is how I would do this analysis. The Future Land Use Map amendment requires a
level of service analysis. I assume that a level of service worksheet was previously provided to

See Letters, page 8

JEFF RHINELANDER
COURTNEY TARANTINO

941.387.1862 | thekoygroup.com

443F John Ringling Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34236

COLDWELL BANKER

BIRD KEY
314 BIRD KEY DRIVE | PENDING $8,145,000

BIRD KEY
526 BIRD KEY DRIVE | ACTIVE LISTING $2,895,000

393423-1
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Parks and Recreation. If not, I have attached the full set of worksheets associated with this
application.

Table F identifies the City’s adopted LOS for parks and recreation as a minimum of 10 acres
per 1,000 resident population. This is adopted in the comprehensive plan. The estimated
residential population, which includes potential population change resulting from the amend-
ment, is listed as 54,643 in the worksheet. The comprehensive plan states the city has 750.98
acres of parkland.

Divide the population of 54,643 by 1,000 = 54.643 (this is the amount of parkland per
1,000 persons.) Divide total parkland of 750.98 by 54.643 = 13.74 acres per 1,000 person.

Since 13.74 acres per 1,000 is greater than the adopted standard of a minimum of 10 acres
per 1,000 persons, the city will have sufficient park acreage if this plan amendment is approved
by the City Commission.

I can include this calculation on the spreadsheet in the future if you would like. I don
include LOS calculations as the various departments want to perform their own analyses and
use their own methodologies. Please let me know if you need additional information.

David L. Smith

Planning Department

City of Sarasota

Bath and Racquet Club CPA Analysis

To: Sarasota City Parks and Recreation Director Jerry Fogle

Parks and Recreation use the calculation provided by David Smith below. Based on that
calculation, Parks and Recreation approves projects for park concurrency.

Candie Pedersen

General Manager Parks and Recreation

City of Sarasota

Bath and Racquet Club CPA Analysis

To: Sarasota City Parks and Recreation Director Jerry Fogle

Thanks Jerry. Commissioner Ahearn-Koch is copied so that she is aware of the calculation
example using Bath and Racquet, and that acres of parkland per 1000 population is tracked to
be compliant with the Comp Plan.

Marlon Brown

City Manager

City of Sarasota

Proposed Bahia Vista Apartments

To: Sarasota City Commission

Good afternoon and Happy New Year! I am writing to you regarding the proposed Bahia
Vista Apartments project, located at 2650 Bahia Vista Street.

My husband and I have lived in the Arlington Park neighborhood for over 27 years, and in
the City of Sarasota for the better part of 50 years. We were both career firefighters for the
City of Sarasota, and I was stationed for many years at Fire Station #2 on Waldemere Street.

Along with many of our neighbors here in Arlington Park, we have been opposed to the
double density increase requested by the developers of this property for many reasons, includ-
ing the increased traffic in an already congested area of Bahia Vista and Tuttle, the pass-through
traffic (already an issue due to schools and those trying to avoid Bahia Vista and Tuttle), and
the precedent that this increase in zoning will create.

If you look at the businesses bordering the Arlington Park neighborhood, you will see many
of those businesses currently zoned for medical/institutional use. There are dental offices,
medical offices...the lab where I get my blood work done each year. I have several neighbors
who walk to their doctor’s appointments. These offices surround our single family residential
neighborhood and are one or two stories in height. Some of them are busy during the day, but
quiet at night. Allowing the developer’s requested change to the Comp Plan and the increase in
zoning of the property to RSF-7, or 50 units per acre, is not only incompatible with everything
surrounding it, but will also set a precedent for nearby businesses to tear down their buildings
and add more four story plus apartment buildings which add nothing to the quality, function-
ality or beauty of our neighborhood.

I have seen many changes to the neighborhood over the years, but it has, for the most part,
been a family-oriented, single family, affordable neighborhood. Allowing for this development
and future developments like it, will negatively affect this neighborhood’s character, and will
not add the affordable/attainable housing that the developers wish to dangle in front of the
Commission.

We understand that more housing is needed, but feel this is not the way to do it. We support
the current Future Land Use designation of 25 units/acre (which will be up from the current
9 units/acre) and implore you to hold the developers to this standard. Please don't compare us
to downtown, and please vote against the proposed changes.

As a Commissioner, you are a steward of our City’s present and it’s future. Allowing these
changes to the Comp Plan and zoning will not foster a better quality of life here; in fact it will
do just the opposite. It is my hope
the decisions you make regarding this project, not only for this neighborhood, but for all the

that you will consider the present and future impact of

surrounding neighborhoods.

Thank you for taking the time to read this email and for considering what is truly best for
Arlington Park and for the City of Sarasota.

Mary Boutieller

Sarasota

Proposed Bahia Vista Apartments

To: Mary Boutieller

Thank you, Mary, for your thoughtful email per this Land Use request and for your engage-
ment in the process. Community and neighborhood participation are crucial as the City
continues to grow.

I seem to recall, during the Planning Board meeting, you mentioning the 9 units an acre ...
and Mr. Freedman questioning where that originated ... could you please let me know what
you are referencing or where you are seeing the current allowance of 9 units an acre? I would
really appreciate it.

I hope you plan on attending the City Commission meeting on January 17 and I also hope
that you take the time to submit your email comments to the City’s “eComments” which
become part of the permanent record.

I really do appreciate you taking the time to reach out to me about this. And, as always,
please feel free to request to meet with me anytime.

Jen Ahearn-Koch

Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Proposed Bahia Vista Apartments

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch

Thank you so much for your response. The reference to 9 units per acre is for the cur-
rent zoning of that property - which is MCI - Medical, Charitable, Institutional (which was
brought up in the first application for this property, I believe).

The zoning permitted under the Future Land Use designation is RMF-5 (25 units per acre),
which is applicable to the developers’ use of the property going forward. I was hoping to
highlight/compare what the property is currently being used for - 9 units/acre, to the request
to rezone to RMF-7 - 50 units/acre. It is a substantial increase from the current zoning.

I hope this clarifies your question. Please let me know if I can answer anything else. And
yes, I'm planning to be at the Commission meeting.

Mary Boutieller

Sarasota

Proposed Bahia Vista Apartments

To: Mary Boutieller

Just checked the zoning code online and I found MCI to be 25 units an acre see photo and
link.

I am curious where you saw 9 units per acre?

Jen Ahearn-Koch

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Proposed Bahia Vista Apartments

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch

I saw that too and it confused me, as I'm pretty sure that MCI used to be 9 units/acre. I may
be incorrect, and I'll forward this email to Rob and Flo for more feedback; however, I believe
the property in question used to be zoned MCI - 9 units per acre. When the developers first
proposed Arlington Commons (the precursor to this project), it was going to change the zon-
ing from MCI of 9, past the RMF-5 designation of 25 units per acre, with the request for 50
units per acre. It seems that somewhere in the last three years of trying to dissuade this project,
something has changed. Is it possible that the MCI designation was changed? I know from
looking at the City website that MCI is no longer going to be used.

I’'m sorry for the confusion, and certainly do not want to speak about something that is
incorrect. I'll hope to have some kind of clarification before Tuesday’s meeting.

Thank you for taking the time to inquire further. I know you are busy and appreciate it.

Mary Boutieller

Sarasota

Proposed Bahia Vista Apartments

To: Mary Boutieller

I am copying the City Manager and Deputy City Manager on this email to hopefully pro-
vide insight into the history of MCI’s number of units per acre and if it changed from 9 to 25
ua recently or at all and if it ever was or is 9ua.... I would like clarity on that as well.

Jen Ahearn-Koch

City Commissioner

City of Sarasota

Police/Citizen Volunteer Harassment

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch

Good afternoon Mayor. Forgive me if I do not provide any specific etiquette or format
required in writing to you. I've never contacted a government official before and so I apologize
if I am in error in my letter in any way.

I’'m contacting you because I am being collectively harassed by members of Sarasota Police
Department, by way of utilizing Citizen Volunteers and others to carry out directives. First, let
me be firm in letting you be assured that nothing I am stating in this email is exaggerated, ficti-
tious, or in a vengeful manner. I have used proper steps in chain of command and have been
denied adequate action in providing relief from numerous rights violations, falsified police
reports, illegally detained, smear campaign, and gaslighting.

This has been going on for four years now and over this time I have been targeted by Sarasota
Police Department along with citizen volunteers and others sympathetic to Law Enforcement.
I am not going to be detailed entirely because you will end up receiving a short novel in your
inbox. I have filed Police Reports before I was aware that they were responsible. I have also filed
Formal and Informal complaints to said Agency. All of which were not responded to at all. Most
recently I was told my complaint was untrue and threatened with arrest before being kicked
out of the SPD Lobby. The officer stood out of his seat withing 45 seconds of my request to
file a report and began screaming at me in a unprofessional and volatile manner before being
subdued by a coworker. They have collectively denied me adequate ability to receive proper
service provided any citizen. I have been arrested once and charged twice with crimes that were
retaliatory in measure. One of which was entirely fabricated the other was strategically coerced.
I have sent emails to FBI, FDLE, ACLU, DOJ amongst others and received 1 reply denying me
service. The others I did not receive a reply at all. The people involved in this have my phone
cloned thus possessing complete control of it. They have shown me this in a boastful manner
as they control my notifications, erase messages as I'm typing them, rearrange apps, and most
notably imply intimidation by circling around my house with vehicles producing loud exhaust
when I do any type of research in reporting them or direct contact such as this email I'm cur-
rently writing. They have slandered my name throughout my entire neighborhood along with

See Letters, page 9
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stores that I frequent. My social life is severed along with my family relationship. My life has
been threatened on numerous occasions by members directly involved or collaterally in fash-
ion. I simply cannot believe what I've gone through and what I am experiencing by the people
we bestow our trust to provide safety in our communities. From what I've witnessed this is an
organization with a chain of command and no oversight. They have exploited all weaknesses
in our laws and circumvented or completely violated processes and procedures in this attack on
me. I spend almost my entire day and night trying to capture evidence to expose these people.
What I've gathered in four years is evident that their operational intention hinges on making
it extremely difficult if not impossible to capture. I am targeted thus psychologically attacked
every minute as I am outside of my house by using various sights and sounds to convey there
harassment. I never realized that you can be attacked without being physical. I never thought
that you could be harassed by a certain sight or sound when used in a specific manner. That is
what’s been going on every single day. Not only has it affected me mentally but degraded my
life entirely. Nobody believes me when I say this is happening as they stop whenever I am not
alone. Law Enforcement is involved so they have intentionally blocked or been unresponsive
to my complaints and have used other tactics to ensure I not receive support. I simply cannot
believe this is happening to me in the United States of America in 2023. I'm a citizen of this
country and do not deserve to be treated in this manner. They are completely aware of their
actions and intentions. When you can convey an attack upon someone using car horns, loud
exhaust, bright lights, etc. this has been designed to achieve success while avoiding justice. This
is wrong and unbelievably disgusting in nature. Why would I Garner this attention? I've done
nothing even if there was a justified reason to have a renegade force of criminals in uniform.
There is a pandemic in that of Fentanyl overdose, the sexual predator database is growing like
the national debt, and so when I am targeted by a group with organizational prowess, all I
can think about is for what? Really? They are so hellbent on getting my attention to continue
the degradation of my life and thwarting my attempts at exposing them. It’s just disgusting.
It really is.

I need help from this ASAP. 'm not mentally impaired or exaggerating or falsifying one
single word. I mean I couldn’t make this up. I know it’s not something you hear every day but
that doesn’t make it untrue. There is no reason at all that I should have to go through this every
single day of my life. It has affected my employment, my social life, and my enjoyment of life,
completely. I didn’t wake up and intend to take time out of your day which I can only imagine
is hectic in its own in tending to issues. I have enough media evidence to show their actions
along with paperwork and timelines to coincide with my accusations. Why am I having such a
problem gaining the attention of anyone to even show this evidence? Please help me stop this
from happening to someone else. This needs immediate attention and is ridiculous in nature.
Thank you very much for your time. I look forward to hearing from you. Have a blessed day.

L'AMBIANCE

NOW PENDING

415 UAMBIANCE DRIVE #C503 ¢ LONGBOAT KEY

5th floor 3 bedroom, 2/2 bath, Sabal floor plan with over 2,800 SF. Savor beautiful
views of shimmering gulf waters from floor to ceiling windows extending to the expan-
sive terrace. A second terrace overlooks lush Golf Course greens and Sarasota Bay.

ARLINGTON PARK

$1,475,000

NOW PENDING
2576 PROSPECT STREET ¢ SARASOTA
Meticulously designed, custom crafted, and modern-style 3BR/3.5BA residence located
in a prime Sarasota location. Natural light and two stories of stunning architectural flow
display an open, airy floorplan. No expense was spared in the quality construction of this
home, providing the utmost in modern design, materials, and finishes.

Jeremy Versakos
Sarasota

Potential project at MLK Park

To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch

Hope you and your family had a nice holiday break. And looking forward to our upcoming
Policy Board meeting.

Related to the SBEP’s various programs, I wanted to run something by you, to get a read on
the City’s level of support for a potential way forward for a proposed project at MLK Park. As
you likely know, the City owns the property where this park is located, and there have been
plans to “do something” for the park for years. Christine Quigley, who works for the SBEP,
has been coordinating with various community stakeholders for a long time to help determine
what kind of projects theyd like to see happen on that site. This community-led effort has
resulted in a consensus about changes that the community would like to see at the park.

Some of these changes are right in the wheelhouse of things that the SBEP is promoting,
and with which we have prior experience implementing. For example, the community would
like to have the park do a better job with treating the runoff from local roadways, and to
have a more natural shoreline, and to have a fishing dock and kayak launch. Those are all
consistent with CCMP guidance. And...the SBEP has the funds — right now - to work with
the community to take such a project through the design and permitting phases, and should
have — in October of 2023 — access to sufficient funds to implement such a plan. There are
other organizations, such as Sarasota BayWatch, which also have funds that could be used for
shoreline restoration at this site.

Yesterday, we had a great meeting with community stakeholders and with the City, repre-
sented by Candie Pederson and others. I think, however, that the SBEP has not fully com-
municated to City staff that we can actually help out in a large way with moving forward with
a project at this site. So my question is — is the City okay with us taking such a high profile
role? Candie and I spoke on the matter, and we thought it was good to get guidance from
higher up the org chart, and since you're our Policy Board representative for the City, I figured
I'd reach out to you.

The City of Sarasota has so much more that it is doing for bay restoration than this park
alone — wastewater and stormwater retrofit projects, etc. that I figured since we have the funds
and experience with doing a project on the scale of this, we might as well chip in and do our
part.

Please contact me with any questions or concerns, or guidance as to how to best move for-
ward here.

Dave Tomasko

See Letters, page 14
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Dianne Anderson
Real Estate Advisor

(941) 350-3513

Dianne.Anderson@compass.com

DianneAnderson.com

Compeass Florida LLC
1575 Main Street, Sarasota, FL, 34236
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The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Jan. 12

Noise

3:30 p.m.

Officer Tillman responded to a resident at the Police Department who
had a noise complaint. Officer Tillman spoke with the resident who said
that for the past couple of days a person has been playing a saxophone at
Durante Park. The concerned citizen stated that the saxophone player is
back on the trail near the Bay and the noise is disturbing his afternoon
walk. Officer Tillman proceeded to the approximate area and believe the
saxophone player had stopped playing prior to Officer Tillman’s arrival.
According to witnesses, the saxophone player appeared to have been a
beginner and was struggling with some key notes to Frank Sinatra’s “New
York, New York.” Witnesses also stated that he only plays for about five minutes a day. Officer
Tillman was unable to locate the person violating the town ordinance. Case clear.

Jan 13

Traffic hazard

2:44 p.m.

Officer Miklos responded to the 2400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive near Bay Isles Parkway
when he observed multiple vehicles going around a cardboard box in the middle of the lane.
Officer Miklos removed the box from the street as a passing by a vehicle pulled off next to
Officer Miklos. The driver took possession of the box and advised he would dispose of it.

Animal complaint

6:34 p.m.

Officer Nazareno was dispatched to the 4200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a possible
injured bird. At 7:11 p.m. Sarasota Animal Services took custody of the injured bird and trans-
ported it to Wildlife Center of Southwest Florida. Case clear.

Jan. 14

Citizen assist

9:31 a.m.

Officer Puccio responded to Reclinata Drive in reference to a neighbor across the street cut-
ting tile on Saturday. Officer Puccio made contact with the complainant and advised him that
there is no violation occurring as work is allowed per town ordinance on Saturday between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. The complainant thanked Officer Puccio for the information and
needed no further assistance. Case clear.

Electric wire

9:46 a.m.

Officer Miklos responded to the 4000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a
downed electrical wire. Upon arrival, the electrical wire was laying across the driveway and not
impeding traffic. Longboat Key Fire Rescue arrived on scene and advised the resident not to go
near the wire and that FPL was notified with an estimated arrival time of 30 minutes or less.

Citizen assist

1:53 p.m.

Officer Martinson responded to the 6500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive on a call of a
citizen assist. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson observed water bubbling up from the ground
in the easement in front of the residence. Officer Martinson spoke with the homeowner who
stated the water was turned off to the house and so were the two backflow pipes and water was
still coming up from the ground. The homeowner stated the break in the water pipe must be
coming from town property. Officer Martinson contacted Public Works and stated he would
responded to the scene. Case clear.

Jan. 15

Citizen assist
5:00 p.m.

Officer Miklos was dispatched to Old Compass Road in reference to
a water main break in the front yard. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came
into contact with the complainant and observed a steady stream of water
coming from the backflow preventer. Officer Miklos contacted Public
Works and advised them of the incident. Public Works advised that the
homeowner would need to call a plumber since the Town’s responsibility
ends at the water meter box in the ground, not the backflow preventer.
Officer Miklos advised the homeowner that she would need to have a
plumber come out and take a look at the leak. Nothing further.

Jan. 16
Boating

9:54 a.m.

Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of Sister Keys, observed a motor yacht

outside of the Intercoastal Waterway aground. Officer Connors radioed to the captain who
advised that he was in no need of emergency services and was awaiting commercial towing
assistance. Case clear.

Citizen assist

12:46 p.m.

Officer Tillman responded to the 2500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a
citizen report of a roadside drain grate not covered. Officer Tillman responded and was able
to put the grate back in its original location. However, the grate did not appear to be loose
and public works was notified and made aware. An orange cone was placed over the grate for
safety purposes. Case clear.

Jan. 17

Citizen assist

8:35 a.m.

Officer Tillman responded to the 4500 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of a truck
and trailer that was illegally parked at the location. Upon arrival, Officer Tillman observed
the vehicle parked on the graveled private property. Officer Tillman called the complainant
back and advised him that the vehicle was on private property. The complainant seemed to be
unhappy with the response. Case clear.

Jan. 19

Information report

8:00 a.m.

Officer Martinson responded to Main Street Sarasota in reference to a fraud complaint.
Upon arrival, Officer Martinson met with the complainant who stated he was the victim of
a fraudulent check being cashed from his bank account. The complainant stated his personal
bank requested a report from the police station. Due to the incident taking place out of
Longboat Key jurisdiction, Officer Martinson advised the complainant that he would file an
information report and provide him with a case number per the bank’s request. Case clear.

Jan. 20

Suspicious person

6:51 a.m.

Officer Tillman responded to a suspicious vehicle at Dream Island Road. According to
dispatch the vehicle is described as a brown Dodge van. The vehicle is known to the area as
newspaper delivery. The complainant was advised of the situation. Case clear.

Noise
7:37 a.m.

Officer Tillman responded to Longview Drive in reference to construction noise before 8
a.m. Officers arrived on scene and could not verify the noise complaint due to the arrival time.

Case clear.

PAYNE PARK TENNIS CENTER

e Twelve Har Tru Hydrogrid tennis courts
e Locker rooms/with showers

e All courts lighted for evening play

e Certified teaching Pros USPTA/USPTR

e Hitting wall

e Lessons and Clinics

e Leagues and Round Robins

e Tournaments

e Ball machine for rent

e Walk on or reserved play

MON - THUR : 6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRI 6:00 AM - 6:30 PM
SAT -SUN: 7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, JUNIOR
AFTER 3:00 P.M. SPECIAL

2050 ADAMS LANE | DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
941.263.6641
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Loan forgiveness, crypto, education and migration

The Student Loan Program is one more disaster perpetuated by Congress which resulted
in $1.7 trillion of debt due mainly to the fact that the loans were handed out like candy sticks

with no risk assessment on repayment.

BILL ALLEN
Guest Writer
allen@Ibknews.com

In my previous column I briefly mentioned that President Biden had cancelled about $450
billion dollars in student loan debt and transferred it to taxpayers and that I would write fur-
ther on the subject this week.

The Student Loan Program is one more disaster perpetuated by Congress which resulted in
$1.7 trillion of debt due mainly to the fact that the loans were handed out like candy sticks
with no risk assessment on repayment. Joseph Biden, the consummate politician needed votes
during his critical South Carolina campaign and did what he has done all his life by promis-
ing to cancel some form of loan debt without considering whether he would have the power
to do it.

So he is elected, decides to bypass Congress and cancels about $450 billion of debt basing
it on a law that is not solidly grounded for his purpose. A Federal Judge has ruled that Biden’s
plan for cancellation is unlawful and added that Biden was ignoring the constitution and
needed to recognize the separation of powers in our constitution.

The Supreme Court will hear arguments on the case in February. I predict that if he loses
the case he will tell the debtors that he tried his best and that they should vote for him anyway.

Changing subjects; I have just read a New York Times article with a headline that reads “Sikh
Marine Recruits Can Wear Beards at Boot Camp.” The ruling was by a Federal Appeals Court
but no mention on whether it would be appealed.

I am a wartime veteran who is not a religious person but who fully respects the religious
rights of others but the military should be an exception. I went through basic and advanced
Infantry Training during which there was maximum emphasis on conformity and team build-
ing with no allowances for individual preferences and this applied to all aspects of appearance,
behavior and obedience to rules and regulations. These were the conditions that led us to our
remarkable victory in World War II. I also believe that this ruling will be divisive and will lead
to others who will invent reasons why they should be the exception to the rule.

Crypto currency

Moving on; The question I ask is whether there is a connection between “the loss of a moral
compass and the growth of stupidity?” In this case I believe that there is and here is why.

I am pretty sure that most have heard of “crypto.” I do not know a lot about it but read two
articles which reported on the connection between crypto and celebrity sports figures.

The articles reported on the fact that many of these athletes had been paid to endorse crypto
to their adoring fans. They were mostly in the NFL and NBA but also included professional
tennis players. Most of them are millionaires but I would bet that some of them cannot do
basic math.

So, here are those who have lost their moral compass giving investment advice to those who
are stupid enough to follow it and lose large amounts of money. I rest my case.

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or

941.387.2200

AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball:
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball:
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance:
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork,
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep:
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.

Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.
Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

Education

Next is more on Education; I have written often about education which focused primarily
on our mediocre K-12 system which just received the worst grades ever from the assessment
known as “the nation’s report card”. Today, I offer comments on our “higher education system”
which has numerous problems particularly with freedom of speech and expression on campus.

There is an organization named “The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression”
which conducts assessments of these rights on 208 college and university campuses. The ratings
reflect the opinions of students who self-identify as conservatives and liberals.

The results are available online and here are comments on the results:

* The highest score of the 208 is the University of Chicago which is 77.92 out of 100; the
University clearly notifies students that freedom of speech and expression are not just preferred
but required.

* Kansas State, Purdue, Mississippi State, Oklahoma State and Cleremont McKenna are in
the top 5.Florida State is # 15.

* Below average schools include Cornell, Williams College, Fordham, Boston College,
Princeton and Harvard; they all score in the 30s on the 100 scale which is pretty bad.

Among those who score in the 20s are Tufts, Vassar, Middlebury, Yale and Georgetown and
are rated “poor.”

* The lowest of all 2008 went to Columbia University which had a score of 9.91 of 100 and
was rated Abysmal. Think it might be a reflection of the fact it is in New York City?

“Fire” also rates the number of cases when speakers are rejected from campus and/or dis-
rupted while attempting to speak. A majority of these rejections are from far left groups.

As you will see if you look it up the assessment is conducted in a very professional manner.

It is a sad state of affairs when the First Amendment rights of Americans are under attack on
so many College and University Campuses.

Speaking of New York; It is hard to tell whether Illinois or New York has the most corrupt
legislature, but I think that the tie may have been broken. As reported in the New York Times
the New York State Legislature has just awarded themselves a $36,000 pay increase which
results in making them the highest paid in the United States. Just one more reason for some
people to move back to New York.

Migration patterns

Speaking of moving, The Census Bureau has just released their annual report on U.S. migra-
tion from one State to another.

The Washington Post not only reported on the migration patterns but also offered opinions
on the reasons behind them. A summary of the Census Bureau report is as follows.

* The five States with the most people leaving are California, New York, Illinois, New Jersey
and Massachusetts which are all “blue States with high taxes, cities falling apart, unaffordable
housing and strong public labor unions.

* The five that people are migrating to are Florida, Texas, North Carolina, South Carolina
and Tennessee which are all “red” States with lower taxes, more affordable housing and public
labor unions that are under control. They are all “right to work states” which means that work-
ers cannot be forced to join and pay dues to a labor union in order to get a job. They are also
among the top 10 tax friendly States according to Kiplinger and all in the Southeast.

To those who leave these rotten States, come to Florida and want to turn Florida into New
Jersey I repeat my offer to provide support for your relocation.

I am reading disturbing reports from several reliable sources on what is described as a “men-
tal health crisis” in America, particularly among young people. I also read a report in the New
York Times magazine section about huge numbers of gun related deaths of children, particu-
larly black children. I will report on this subject in a future column.

A friend gave me a bottle of good wine for my 94th birthday along with a list of significant
events that took place in 1928 which included the birth of Shirley Temple and Mickey Mouse
which placed me in good company. Wishing all a healthy and happy 2023.
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WineTimes

What’s in your Favorite Wines?
A winemaker may legally choose from a frighteningly long list of additives to use

to doctor wines.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@Ibknews.com

Earlier we mentioned our concerns about “doctoring” of wines to increase their popularity.
Our concerns have to do mainly with wines in the current $9 -$22 tier. Buyers of $3 - $8
bestselling “bubble gum” wines - boxes, jugs, Barefoot, Sutter Home White Zinfandel and the
like - know what they are getting. Buyers of $9-$22 wines made from Chardonnay, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Pinot Noir, Syrah, and other premier grapes may expect that they are tasting
something close to a true expression of a famous varietal,
when sadly they are tasting a doctored version that mutes the
distinctive character of the varietal and place, and overlays a
buttery/vanilla, or a touch of sweet fruit, or adding or sup-
pressing acidity.

As a rule winemakers keep their grape sources and produc-
tion techniques as trade secrets. Only a few notable excep-
tions come close to being fully transparent. Most provide
sales pitches that leave buyers in the dark about what goes on
in the winery. National and regional governments focus on
health and safety issues. Journalists have to delve deeper into
practices affecting the quality of wine.

We do not question the ancient practice of blending
wines from different grapes to improve the color, taste, or
other attributes of a base wine such as Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, or Cabernet Franc; winemakers in the Bordeaux
region of France have perfected the art of blending small quantities of wines made from
Malbec grapes, to add lush dark fruit flavor and color, or from Petit Verdot grapes, to add
acidity in tannins and color, to the base wine. Similarly, a Bordeaux white wine often blends
wines made from Semillon and Sauvignon Blanc grapes to balance mellow tastes against sharp
acidity. Bordeaux standards limit the number of wine varieties allowed, while in the Rhéone
Valley twenty-two varieties make the list of traditional blending wines. Blending differs from
doctoring of wines in that blending, if done correctly, enhances a wine. Doctoring treats an
ailing wine to correct defects in grapes or in making of wine.

A winemaker may legally choose from a frighteningly long list of additives to use to doc-
tor wines. Different countries and certifying organizations may impose more restrictions, but
they may also loosen restrictions and risk being excluded from selling wines in countries that
enforce their restrictions. The Wine Folly website at https://winefolly.com/deep-dive/wine-
additives/ gives a useful overview of wine additives and why and how winemakers use them.

Examples of uses of additives would turn off many wine buyers if they knew what was being
added to their favorite wines:

- To prevent a wine from spoiling due to contamination, many winemakers add sulfur to
wine. Federal regulations in this case require labelling the wine “Contains sulfur” to protect the
small percentage of persons with acute sensitivity to that chemical. (Even when winemakers
do not add sulfur, wines contain naturally occurring sulfur);

- Some winemakers rely on native yeast to ferment sugars in wine and produce alcohol.
Others replace native yeasts with special yeasts to control the fermentation process (often to
introduce yeasts that tolerate wines higher in alcohol by volume [ABV].) Regulations require
the ABV value on the label. If greater than 14.5%, the winemaker is likely adding a special
yeast;

- Winemakers supplement tannins in red wines directly by adding tannins or indirectly by
exposing the wine to oak. To avoid the expense of aging wine in oak barrels, some winemakers
soak oak chips in wine. Buyers don’t see this touted on labels or in advertising;

- Say a winemaker has a wine vintage that looks thin and tastes too dry (for the mass mar-
ket). Blending a small quantity of a Malbec with a Bordeaux wine or a Mourvedre with a
Rhone wine would add the desired deep color and lush stone fruit flavors. A thin and dry Pinot
Noir, on the other hand, presents a different problem. A Pinot Noir blended with another
wine would likely lose its light and cherry essence. A too easy expedient for mass market wines:
simply add an extremely small quantity of a grape or wine concentrate that would turn the
wine a deep purple color, and perhaps add enough sugar to increase its appeal to buyers in the
$9 - $22 tier. None of the big players among Pinot Noir producers for this tier has stepped
forward to admit to adding a concentrate such as Mega Purple to the Pinot Noir, but rumors
abound. What's in your favorite wines? Much of the time, we do not know.

Basic spec/tech sheets for popular wines would answer our questions. Paul Draper, wine-

maker emeritus at Ridge Vineyards, set the standard for spec/tech sheets for the great Ridge
wines (See https://www.ridgewine.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/17CRE-bg.pdf). The
Ridge spec sheets describe what :

goes into the wine and how it '
is made. Ridge ties sustainable
production of grapes and wine as
the key to wines that capture the
place where they originate and
the features of the varietal. More
on sustainable farming and full-
disclosure wine spec/tech sheets
in the near future....

S. W, Hermansen has used his
expertise in econometrics, data
science and epidemiology to help
develop research databases for the
Pentagon, the National Institutes |
of Health, the Department of
Agriculture, and Health Resources
and Services. He has visited pre-
mier vineyards and taste wines
from  major  appellations  in
California, Oregon, New York
State, and internationally from
Tuscany and the Piedmont in Italy,
the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale in Australia, and the Otego
Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in Chevy Chase, Maryland and
St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college

with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.
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2022-2023

LANGUAGES

Most Programs Available on Zoom.

THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBleducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222
or email edcenter@longboatkeytemple.org

390783-1
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Letters, from page 12
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Potential project at MLK Park

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I hope your day is going well. Just wanted you to be aware
the below email was sent to Commissioner Ahearn-Koch.
Candie and I will reach out to Mr. Tomasko to discuss the
MLK park. Parks and Recreation is open to any partner-
ships and/or funding for park improvements.

I just called and left a voicemail for Mr. Tomasko. We will
keep you updated.

Jerry Fogle

Parks & Recreation Director

City of Sarasota

Gas stoves cause one in eight asthma

cases in the U.S.

To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown

I’'m writing to you today because I believe our commu-
nity must urgently pass a building electrification policy and
phase fossil fuels out of our homes and businesses.

Buildings are responsible for 13 percent of greenhouse
gas emissions in the U.S., and recent study from the
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health found that gas stoves are responsible for one in eight
cases of childhood asthma — that’s on par with secondhand
smoke. Burning gas in homes also generates harmful emis-
sions of formaldehyde, methane, nitrogen oxides, and other

i

CALL RENEE TO SCHEDULE AN IN-HOME CONSULTATION.

941.402.5067

David Festge, Owner
| LP.N., CPR Certified

Call us at:

608-658-5621

Longboat Ren JAcws
Sarasota City News

PO Box 8001
Longboat Key, FL 34228
941-387-2200

www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher

sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid
ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge

Letters to the Editor
letters@lbknews.com

pollutants.

As your constituent, I'm urging you to do everything in
your power to ensure new buildings in our community are all-
electric and help phase gas and other fossil fuels out of existing
buildings.

Bret Windhauser

Sarasota

Gas stoves cause one in eight asthma

cases in the U.S.
To: Bret Windhauser
That is a policy decision and as such must be made by the
City Commission copied here to consider. Thanks for sharing.
Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Selby Garden Driveway follow-up

To: Sarasota Deputy City Manager Pat Robinson

As a follow-up, Selby is still constructing the site. They
anticipate the driveway and the final restriping of S. Orange to
be completed by the Fall of 2023 (later this year). The no-right
turn sign will be installed by then.

Selby is building the site plan as it was presented to the
DRC, Planning Board, and City Commission. There has not
been a modification to the site plan regarding the driveway. We
will ensure that the driveway is constructed per plan and have

our City surveyor verify it before it opens.

Also, the no-right turn was mentioned by Selby and their
representatives at these two meetings:

Planning Board Meeting

September 22nd, 2020

Link: https://sarasota.granicus.com/player/clip/10469

Fast forward to video time 0:59:29

City Commission Meeting

January 4th, 2021

Link: https://sarasota.granicus.com/player/
clip/10575?meta_id=647940

Fast forward to video time 6:53:29

A rendering of a driver leaving Selby was shown at both
these meetings, and this is what is being built (see attached).
The applicant’s representative explained the turning move-
ment restriction. However, a “barrier” or “barricade” was not
mentioned.

Furthermore, Selby provided an event management plan
with their application. The plan stipulates that Selby will
have parking attendants directing traffic at events as they do
currently. These attendants will reinforce circulation accord-
ing to the plan, including the left-only exit onto Orange Ave.
Selby is responsible for conducting events accordingly as a
condition of their site plan approval. Please let me know if you
have any questions or want additional information.

Nik Patel

City Engineer

City of Sarasota

KeyCrossword

Ads that work... ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Business Directory

% DANAE KOEPER MSW, LCSW
. b - CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER/THERAPIST

Individual & Couples e Grief/Loss eDepression eAnxiety

Find more energy, motivation, clarity, and balance

. in your daily life in a safe and therapeutic environment
e Waterfront dining

e Fresh local seafood If you are not sure if therapy is a right fit for you,
e Entertainment reach out and let’s figure it out together

Happy Hour X
4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL DAILY Read Danae’s full bio at PsychologyToday.com
In Historic Cortez Village
- B[l = 9 A danaecarnelianconsulting@hotmail.com « 941-210-0784
www.swordfishgrillcortez.com 941.798.2035

Located in the Centre Shops « Longboat Key, FL

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM

FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND
BOUGHT - SOLD - APPRAISED

Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Moshy
941.925.1025

By appointment only

> = € 2 ,
B SARASOTA LOCK & KEY SHOP I Sl; St
Expert Locksmith ¢ Established 1925 ‘ 6
'*:.' BONDED & INSURED

{ SAFES o LOCKS ® KEYS ® HIGH-SECURITY LOCKS  © ANTIQUE AND TREASURES

v MUL-T-LOCK ¢ MEDECO Y
- - ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY
Largest selection of Key Blanks in Area

1342 N. Lime Ave., Sarasota, FL 34237 ‘ IN TH5E3g|(E)Nc'i|'lr-:II-EFS(I?I|(:)II\3ASEXOIC(9) 4??;@5 1901
941-922-5271 www.SleepKing.net ‘:;, (941) 953-3773 = OPEN DAILY R
1901 Hansen St e Sarasota, FL A i . lock kev. =
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom < ) -‘,—}' . I_jAII_w”vl\{fal_r?s?fa_O”c _?T‘_dﬂ’ ?y” C_Ourn_” — -‘,\}' SteffSSt UffLB K- com
MASSAGE & MORE
= - KAREN POMPETTI|| ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE
Freshert _ an Fresh! Master Barber Sarasota * Acupuncture
Local FlOl‘l(.la Seafood Traditional Barbering 38 Years in Business * Injection Therapy
Oysters « Shrimp « Clams * Herbology
: — Fish Spread - Smoked Mullet 434-889-3991 o HBMeopathy
MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
WOENILAEUTER | | 0412506911 e
menshaircutsarasots.com e - KCeAUVORLE

L ved again| fiEie = i
B O U qu U e DESIGN o EXCELLENCE

Upscale W c t st AND EXPERIENCE
psci: 4]°: ?g:m:;:ﬁ:g;le;8 e BEgIgN O IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN : “ e 941.260.3232

Sarasota, FL 34231
o T e DESIGNON  941-387-9807
MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT Make your

EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

appointments now.
SeaSOn iS upon us! Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165

Ads that work...

ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200 6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA Reservations online at
www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

Taxes and Accounting 5370#202

941-387- 0926CP A GMD

Bob and Mary are @
5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr
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REAL ESTATE BY A REAL EXPERT

OVER $97 MILLION SOLD IN 2022 = OVER $134 MILLION SOLD IN 2021

GRAND BAY Il
3030 GRAND BAY BLVD., #316 * LONGBOAT KEY, FL = 52,695,000

Breathtaking panorama of the golf course, city, Bay and Longboat Key Moorings serve as the backdrop from most rooms of this 3BR/3BA, spacious residence in one of the best locations in Grand Bay.

THE SANCTUARY
545 SANCTUARY DR,, #B506 » LONGBOAT KEY, FL = $2,495,000
Bright, spacious, and beautifully kept 3BR/2.5BA residence with panoramic views of the city, Sarasota
bay and the Links golf course from a large, open terrace. Popular Brittany floor plan, further enhanced
with the opening up of the kitchen for a seamless flow through dining and living areas.

BEACHPLACE
1095 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #504 * LONGBOAT KEY, FL » $1,295,000
Breathtaking views through windows and sliders of high-impact glass spanning the lake with fountain
and beyond to the Gulf of Mexico from this 2BR/2BA updated residence. Includes 2 assigned parking
spaces. Beachplace offers favorable rental terms.

SEASCAPE
5135 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #202 = LONGBOAT KEY, FL = $1,299,999

Spacious 3BR/2BA residence located in a boutique, direct Gulf-front community of only 8 units. An
abundance of windows invites the tropical backdrop of the Gulf of Mexico inside to complement the
neutral tones. Includes 2 highly coveted covered parking spaces.

CALL BRUCE MYER, AN EXPERT IN LONGBOAT KEY REAL ESTATE OPPORTUNITIES.

gru,c& WuRea,mr.,

941.376.5311
Bruce@BruceMyer.com « www.BruceMyer.com

COREY’S LANDING
3447 BYRON LANE » LONGBOAT KEY, FL ® NEW PRICE $1,149,000
Style, spaciousness, splendid views and superb appointments come together spectacularly in the best
location in Corey’s Landing for this 3BR/2.5BA, 2,227+/- sq.-ft. attached villa, perfectly set on a corner
to maximize a serene panorama of the meticulous golf course and its tranquil lake.

1350 MAIN

1350 MAIN ST., PENTHOUSE 1704 = SARASOTA, FL = 57,500,000
THE ONE - Redesigned 3,208 SF entertainers penthouse |located high above the city of Sarasota, offering
jet liner views of the city, Bay and the Gulf of Mexico. Completely remodeled by one of the region’s finest
builders, guided by the owner’s distinctive vision of bringing a modern Beverly Hills level of interior detailing.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
2945 PYRULA DRIVE ¢ LONGBOAT KEY, FL = $3,345,000
Exceptional quality, untouched refinement, 2-story, 5BR/SBA, 3,815 sq. ft. residence. Features abound,
including a separate in-law suite and large 3-car garage. Expansive outdoor area with heated pool and
spa.

COLDWELL
BANKER
595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228
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