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From the Minister 

The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

By my reckoning this is the 35th Easter newsletter item I have written as a minister. You 
might be thinking: “He might as well borrow the words from an earlier newsletter, say 
20 years ago - or even 5 years ago as he wasn’t our minister then”. Well, that I am afraid 
would be impossible as I have not kept any such writings. It’s the same with sermons. I 
have not kept any.  

Some may regard the deletion of what must amount to somewhere in excess of 2000 
items of creative writing (Sunday sermons, newsletter items, funeral and wedding 
addresses, etc.), as a desecration. I don't see it as that. In fact, certainly for the past 20 
years, I have blithely torn up manuscripts and deposited writings into both the ‘bin’ at my 
feet or on my personal computer - not to be recycled, but deleted forever.  

In the end what we are dealing with is words as a means of communicating God’s 
purposes. I know writings can be of benefit for future readers - for research and the like - 
but in the end I see the words from a minister’s pen as fleeting episodes, albeit 
important, in the development and practice of discipleship. Here today, gone tomorrow 
- they are largely for the moment, and if we hear the Holy Spirit prompting us through 
such words, whether spoken or written, then that should be sufficient for that time.  

The annual round of Christian festivals keeps us all linked to the story of God’s saving 
purpose. We have the promise of the coming of Christ during Advent. We have the 
incarnation of the Son of God, the Word made flesh, at Christmas. We have the 
manifestation of the infant Christ to the Magi, at Epiphany. We have the testing period of 
Christ’s temptations during Lent. We enter into the suffering of Christ in Holy Week. We 
hear the good news that he has overcome death at Easter. All such as these in the 
Christian calendar, besides Pentecost which is yet to come, offer us stopping points as 
we resource and equip ourselves for intentional living as Christ’s followers today.  

The words of your minister, whether spoken or written, are short-lived and will not 
last. They might nourish you for a while, but in the end they are only there to point 
you to the grand narrative which is about Jesus Christ - crucified and risen. The Easter 
season in which we now find ourselves cannot be erased, torn up, nor binned, 
because Christ’s risen life is in you!  

St Paul wrote:  

1 Corinthians 15: 13 - 14 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your 
faith has been in vain.  

So then, let us continue to live the Easter faith. These words should suffice: 
The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
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Endings  

Cecil is away on the following dates as he comes to the conclusion of his ministry in the 
churches:  

6th -8th May, Weekend leave.  

9th -22nd May, Education for Ministry.  

11th -24th July, leave  

1st -14th August, leave  

14th August: the formal ending of Cecil’s ministry.  

Please note that although Cecil’s final day is 14th August, it will be preceded by 2 
weeks leave, effectively making 31st July his last Sunday. Cecil conducts his final 
service in HAEBEA at 2.30pm on 31st July marking the closure of Epping Methodist 
Church. All churches are invited to this with a tea to follow.  

(N.B. URC Ministers are entitled to 5 weeks leave plus one Sunday/weekend, and 2 weeks 
training per year)  
 

Epping Methodist Church 

Women’s Fellowship continues to thrive. We have had great fun recently trying to identify 
each other from pictures of us as babies and toddlers!  Cecil came to talk to us before 
Easter and we discussed some of the words in our Easter Hymns. Moira entertained us this 
week with stories of the year she spent in France while a student studying for a French 
degree. Next time Victoria Robinson from Epping in Bloom is visiting to talk about her 
work. We meet on 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month from 2-3pm in Epping Methodist 
Church. All ladies are very welcome. 

We are still holding our coffee mornings from 10-12 on the first Saturday of the month. We 
have the cheapest coffee in Epping at 80pence a cup and books are on sale for 20pence! 

We wish everyone with May birthdays a very happy day.  

 
My Memories by John Batchelor (Part 1) 
My family has had a long association with the Methodist Church in Chapel Row off the 
Epping High Street, with my grandparents Alfred and Rachel Batchelor being members, 
followed by my parents Alfred and Sybil Batchelor. 
 
My first memory is going into the old church hall to attend Sunday School in the 
afternoon, and being in the first age class and learning the Bible stories from Miss Harris 
in the room where the present kitchen is located, and know as the "Harris Room". When 
we were there we had an attendance booklet, and she would mark with a red star stamp 
in the weeks that we attended. Just off the main hall was another side room that was 
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named the "Batchelor Room" where the older children had their lessons, and which had 
been refurbished and been paid for by my grandfather. In those days we were in the 
Wanstead and Woodford Circuit and the minister was the Rev Roebuck,  good friends 
with my grandparents but on his retirement in 1954 was replaced by the Rev Harold 
Westlake who lived in Fairfield Road near to the hospital water tower. Mr Thoday who 
was a local preacher used to have an annual garden party at his house in Bury Road 
organised by his daughter Betty. A few years later I progressed up to another class and 
was taught by Ron Emery and John Gaze in the larger hall. We would also receive a good 
attendance prize of a book of our own choice. I was now old enough to be able go to the 
Youth Club in the Hall run by the minister albeit still wearing my school blazer to the 
disgust of the older boys! 
 
With the advent of Harlow New Town, the church was now moved into the newly 
formed Harlow Mission Circuit together with St Andrews Harlow, Old Harlow, Burnt Mill 
Mission, and North Weald and the Superintendent Minister was Rev Cyril Blout, a firey 
Welshman who thumped the pulpit with "fire and damnation" sermons. 
 
We also had a new minister in 1960, the Rev Norman Priestley had come to the church 
from Fleetwood in Lancashire with his wife and daughter, and supervised the Youth Club 
along with the Women's Fellowship, and Wesley Guild. Religious plays were often 
preformed on the stage and directed by Mrs Cliff.  There was also the annual Church 
Bazaar for fund raising in the old Epping Hall, and I remember winning a prize of a doll for 
guessing the correct name, and a photo of me receiving the prize complete with school 
blazer to prove the fact!   
 
In the early sixties the decision was made to demolish the old hall and replace with a new 
hall on the same site. In 1961 at the last Youth Club meeting in the old hall the last record 
played was the "The Duke of Earl" by Gene Chandler. Funny how some old memories just 
stick in the mind. 
 
I had now progressed to be able to join the choir under the direction of Cyril Sharp the 
organist who would change his shoes into thin soled dance shoes so that he could get a 
better feel of the organ pedals , and so I sat in the front row as a boy soprano with Win 
Green, Enid Oates, and Winnie Pomphret who remembered the German POWs singing 
"Silent Night" in German at a war time Christmas Service. I was always greeted by Cyril 
Pomphret who was the Steward at the door. I now went to the morning service, Sunday 
School in the afternoon, and then the evening service. There was also the Sunday School 
Outing when we met outside the church on a Saturday morning in July then boarded a 
Walden's coach for a trip to the seaside at Walton-on-the-Naze which was ended there by 
having a high tea of fish and chips in a restaurant overlooking the pier before returning 
home supervised by Frank Wilkinson. The Scripture Union organised examinations in 
which we took part hoping that we would receive a prize of a book for passing, and a 
certificate to put on the bedroom wall. There was now a Brownie Pack together with a 
Girl Guide Pack using the hall and name as the Epping Methodist packs. 
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The Church Treasurer Chris Cottis who owned the High Street hardware shop and 
foundry works retired, and gave his house in Crows Road as a gift to the church to be 
used as The Manse by future ministers to the church. 
 
I had now moved from the front row of the choir to the back row to join in the bass 
section with Sid Hills a lifelong Methodist and town historian, Peter Beatty, and Horace 
Harrison. 
 
By now the new hall was ready for use, and the new lay out meant that a badminton 
court could be marked out in the main hall, and a Badminton Club was set up and playing 
with Ron and Marian Emery, Reg and Peggy Cottee, Howard and Audrey Pike, along with 
Janice Cottee, Ann West and Paul Sharp and Hilary Clayton. 
 
We now had a new minister the Rev Leonard Barmby, and he organised to have the 
church redecorated and the wall arch behind the alter which had the wording " O 
Worship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness" was painted over, but would sometimes 
show through after a period of time. He also bought the large wood cross from his 
previous church at Hermon Hill Wanstead to be placed within the arch with a tube light 
behind for more effect. When the work had been completed the new lighter and brighter 
building was formally opened by our oldest member Mrs Slack who lived in Hemnall 
Street. The Youth Club returned but with less members from before, but the boys in the 
club including myself and my friend Rod College had a football team that played a few 
matches at Harlow and Toot Hill. The Youth Club used to provide the entertainment with 
singing and comedy sketches at the Annual Harvest Supper held on the Monday night 
following the Harvest Festival Service in the church. There was an after evening service 
Youth gathering that would be held at the home of Mr and Mrs Bearman who were 
teachers in their home in Tower Road and we would discuss the topics of the week over 
coffee. 
 
(Part 2 to follow next month). 
 

 
Epping United Reformed Church 

 
Open Garden 
As part of Epping Open Gardens, our garden will be open to the public on Saturday 28th 
May from 10am-5pm. During the day visitors can help us build a bug hotel, if anyone has 
any suitable materials do please bring them.  Refreshments will also be served. Donations 
will go to local charities. 
 

-o- 

On our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Epping-URC-Families-

795315963944372/) are a couple of videos from Zimbabwe, the first being the Palm 

Sunday  and Easter Sunday services in our sister church in Mbare, the second being an 

https://www.facebook.com/Epping-URC-Families-795315963944372/
https://www.facebook.com/Epping-URC-Families-795315963944372/
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Easter service lead by Nancy Mutimwii in a rural church in Zimbabwe who along with her 

husband Kurauone (Kay) during their sabbatical visit to the synod visited our church 

2018. 

-o- 

We had a lovely service in April celebrating the Blessing of Ada, Melissa’s daughter (Karin 

& Tim’s Granddaughter) which was followed by enjoying coffee and cake. 

-o- 

Birthday wishes in May to Daphne and Jeremy. 

 

Ongar United Reformed Church 

Twinkles 
With the recent run of good weather, we did not expect many people to come on our 
first week back after Easter and were pleasantly surprised to welcome thirteen children 
and their adults.  We were missing some of our ‘regulars’ but the morning was good and 
the singing together at the end was loud!!  It is good that more of the adults are now able 
to stay and join in with the singing as their children get a little older and less tired.  Now 
that we have a Facebook group it is good to be able to get a reminder out there that we 
are meeting as so often our newsletters get lost.  Please continue to pray for our group 
and all who attend.   
 

Good Friday Walk of Witness 

This year we were able to hold this having had to cancel 2020 and doing a virtual walk 
around our churches online in 2021!  We followed our usual pattern beginning at St. 
James’ and then proceeding to St. Helen’s and St. Martin’s, before finishing in our 
church.  The number of people taking part gradually increased as we went round the 
churches until we had over 40 in our church and sharing in fellowship together in our Hall 
over the refreshments.  Having been unsure how many people would attend this year, I 
had rather over-ordered on hot cross buns, but managed to ensure the ‘spares’ went to a 
good home or my freezer!  My thanks to Pam, who helped me prepare everything 
beforehand, and Sandra and Angie who helped out serving up the teas and 
coffees.  After taking out expenses, we were able to add £90 to the Ukraine appeal and 
must thank all who attended for their generosity. 

 
Bible Study 

Cecil and I co-operated on the Lent Bible Studies and I hope that others found them as 
enjoyable and challenging as I did.  They certainly gave me much to reflect on both in 
preparing for them and afterwards. They also enabled me to learn how to use 
Powerpoint on my laptop and to learn from my mistakes!  I hope after September to 
carry on with our Bible Studies in small blocks as we have done with Cecil but will make 
sure that we have at least an Advent Bible Study.  
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Vacancy 

As you know, once Cecil leaves in August, we shall begin the search for a new Minister 
but you must be prepared for this to take some time as there are so many different 
things that have to be considered.  Due to the impending closures of Epping and North 
Weald Methodist Churches the pastorate will only consist of two churches and it is likely 
that we will have to join with others to have a full-time minister.  There are also likely to 
be changes in HAEBEA which will also have some bearing on ministerial allocation.  There 
will be various meetings held from September with the Moderator and others and we 
will need to produce an up-dated pastorate profile in conjunction with Epping and 
HAEBEA.  It does seem likely that I will be leading more services in Ongar during the rest 
of the year.  Please pray for Cecil and Sam as they go forward to new challenges and for 
the Elders and Area Executive as they too face challenging times.  I shall endeavour to 
keep you informed of what is happening as much as I can and hope that we can all work 
together during the vacancy maintaining our fellowship in the love of Christ. 
 
Joan 
 

Open House News 
April saw us celebrating 3 ‘significant’ birthdays, with our Good Wishes & some naughty 
but nice cakes. Thank you, ladies (Margaret, Vijaya & Joan) Congratulations! Open House 
have donated £50 to the Ukraine fund raising Coffee Morning event held on 30 April. 
We have also sent £80 to the Michael Robert’s Charitable Trust who help with Food Bank 
distributions locally. Over the next few weeks, we shall be encouraging you to help raise 
funds for Essex & Herts Air Ambulance. You can help by just giving a donation, buying an 
item from our Charity table or bringing something for us to sell.  Sort out those 
unwanted gifts & let’s be having some fun things to recycle.  
 
Cheryl 

-o- 
 
Dear Friends, 
I would like to thank those who sent Birthday cards with beautiful messages. It made me 
laugh and happy. I had a happy time and more presents from friends and family. 
Love from Vijaya 
 
We would like to wish ‘Happy Birthday’ to those having a birthday in May. 
 

Herts and Essex Border Ecumenical Area 

Dates for you Diary 

Saturday 4th June from 11:30am 
The Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebration 
Entertainment, Dancing, Food and Fun- All are Welcome 
Hosted by St Andrews Methodist Church on The Stow Field, Harlow 
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Saturday 2nd July 10am-Midday 
Leading worship and preachers’ enquirers day at Hertford Methodist Church 
 
Sunday 24th July at 4pm 
A ‘Messy farewell’ with lots of cake for Revd Debbie Hodgson at Hertford Methodist 
Church. 
 

Essex Support for Ukrainian Families 

The Essex Support for Ukrainian Families Hub in Epping is staying open until the end of 
June. 

The volunteers running the hub have asked for: 

• Tea / hot chocolate / coffee 
• Canned meals / tinned fish and meat 
• Powdered soups 
• Pot noodles 
• Nuts 
• Fruit / energy / protein bars 
• Fruit pouch desserts 
• Long life bread 
• Biscuits / chocolate 
• Baby food / formula 
• Water purification tablets 
• Sanitary items 
• Medical / first aid 

Items no longer needed are bedding and duvets, men’s, women’s and children’s (over 5 
years) clothing, and towels. 

Please bring your donations to the Epping Forest District Council Offices, 323 High Street, 

Epping, CM16 4BZ. It is open Tuesday to Saturday 11am to 7pm. 

 

Christian Aid Week 2022 

 Every gift. Every action. Every prayer. Every one of us can change lives. 

Drought starves. It robs women of the power to farm and grow food for their families. 

Now, for the first time in a generation, global poverty is rising. Covid-19, conflict and the 

climate crisis are pushing more of our global neighbours into a struggle for survival.  
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Women and men in Zimbabwe are hungry to provide a more hopeful future. Mums often 

skip meals to share with their children what little food they have. 

One of these mums is Jessica Mwedzi. Drought makes every day a struggle for survival. 

Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. Hungry to earn a decent living. Hungry to 

provide a more hopeful future for her family. 

‘My children crave a good meal, but I can’t provide.’ Jessica says. ‘It pains me to send 

them to bed hungry.’    

Your gift could help Jessica grow drought-resistant crops. You could help her set up a 

water tap on her farm and learn how to grow food in the harsh climate. She’ll turn her 

dry, dusty land into a garden of hope.  

This Christian Aid Week, you can be one of the hundreds of thousands of our supporters 

who give, act and pray – stepping out in love for our global neighbours. With you by our 

side, we won’t stop until everyone can live a full life, free from poverty and hunger. 

From envelope collections to walking 300,000 steps in May, Christian Aid Week brings 

people together as one community helping those living in poverty to transform their own 

lives. 

This Christian Aid Week (15-21 May), please: 

• Give generously to help women grow crops that survive in the drought.  

• Act and raise your voice for justice. Join our Loss and Damage campaign. 

• Pray that families will stay strong during tough times of drought. 
 

Together, we can turn hunger into hope.  

Join us at caweek.org 

 

caweek.org

