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 DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS DATED ON 09/02/2026 

 

 

India–US Interim Trade Agreement       –                   
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 India and the United States announced a 

framework for an interim trade 

agreement. 

 The agreement aims to enhance bilateral 

trade relations between the two countries. 

 Focus on mutual tariff reduction and trade 

facilitation. 

2. Tariff Reduction by the United States 

 The US agreed to reduce tariffs on Indian 

goods from 50% to 18%. 

 This reduction will: 

o Improve market access for Indian 

exports 
o Increase India’s export 

competitiveness 
o Boost foreign exchange earnings 

3. Protection of Indian Agriculture and Dairy 

Sector 

India has fully protected sensitive agricultural and 

dairy products to safeguard farmers. 

4. Purpose of Protection 

The protection is intended to: 

 Safeguard Indian farmers’ income 

 Protect rural livelihoods 

 Prevent cheap imports from harming 

domestic producers 
 Ensure food security 

 Maintain self-reliance in agriculture 

 
 

                  

1.                                

(Agreement Overview) 

•                                  

                           

                     . 

•               ,       

                               

                      

                      . 

•                        (Tariff Reduction) 

                          (Trade Facilitation) 

                      

                . 

2.                               

       (Tariff Reduction by the United States) 

•                       

                      50%        

18%                           . 

•                 : 

–                              

                            

        . 

–                               

          . 

–                              

       (Foreign Exchange Earnings) 

          . 

3.                           

                  

(Protection of Indian Agriculture and Dairy Sector) 

•                           

      ,                     

                               

                    . 

•                         : 

4.                     (Purpose of 

Protection) 

•                             

                 : 

–                            

          

–                        

          

–                  (Cheap Imports) 
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–               (Food Security)     

        

–                      (Self-

Reliance)               

 

 
Poompuhar 

1. Organisation Overview 

 Poompuhar is a Public Sector Undertaking 

(PSU) of the Government of Tamil Nadu. 

 It functions under the Tamil Nadu 

Handicrafts Development Corporation 

Limited. 

 Its main objective is to promote handicrafts 

and support artisans in Tamil Nadu. 

2. Recent Event in Chennai 

 Poompuhar organized: 

o Handicrafts exhibition 

o Award ceremony 

o Poompuhar Awards ceremony 

 Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu presented 

Poompuhar Awards to the best artisans at 

district level. 

 Purpose: To recognize and encourage 

skilled artisans. 

3. Launch of New E-Commerce Website 

 New website launched: 

www.poompuhar.com 
 Objective: 

o Provide online market opportunities 

to artisans 

o Promote digital sales of handicrafts 

o Expand global reach of Tamil Nadu 

handicrafts 
o Increase artisan income 

4. Role of Poompuhar in Supporting Artisans 

         (Poompuhar) 

 

•          (Poompuhar)               

                           (Public 

Sector Undertaking – PSU)     . 

•                              

                (Tamil Nadu Handicrafts 

Development Corporation Limited)     

          . 

•                    : 

–                               

           

–                     (Artisans) 

              

2.                        

               

•                            

                 : 

–                            

(Handicrafts Exhibition) 

–                 (Award Ceremony) 

–                  (Poompuhar Awards 

Ceremony) 

•                            

           ,                    

                         . 

•         : 

http://www.poompuhar.com/
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 Poompuhar has been serving artisans for 52 

years. 

 Provides: 

o Marketing support 

o Exhibition opportunities 

o Online sales platform 

o Financial and promotional support 

5. Importance for Tamil Nadu Economy 

 Promotes traditional handicrafts 

 Supports rural artisans 

 Preserves cultural heritage 

 Generates employment opportunities 

 

–                           

             

–                    

3.      -                 

       

(Launch of New E-Commerce Website) 

•                            : 

www.poompuhar.com 

•            : 

–                             

                          

–                             

                    

–                               

                 

–                     

                     

4.                     

                

(Role of Poompuhar in Supporting Artisans) 

•                        52 

                 

                            . 

•                   : 

–                     (Marketing Support) 

–                     (Exhibition 

Opportunities) 

–                     (Online Sales 

Platform) 

–                        (Financial and 

Promotional Support) 

5.                        

            

(Importance for Tamil Nadu Economy) 

•                             

           

•                              

            

•                        

           

•                           

 

Geographical Indication (GI) for Tamil 

Nadu Handicrafts 

                

                        

(Geographical Indication – GI) 

1.          (Objective) 

http://www.poompuhar.com/
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1. Objective 

 Efforts are being made to obtain 

Geographical Indication (GI) tags for 

Tamil Nadu handicrafts. 

 Initiative taken through the Poompuhar 

(Tamil Nadu Handicrafts Development 

Corporation). 

 Purpose: To promote Tamil Nadu 

handicrafts globally and protect traditional 

artisans. 

2. What is Geographical Indication (GI)? 

 GI is a tag given to products that originate 

from a specific geographical area. 

 It ensures: 

o Product authenticity 

o Quality protection 

o Legal protection against misuse 

 GI is governed by: 

o Geographical Indications of Goods 

(Registration and Protection) Act, 

1999 
 GI Registry in India located at: 

o Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

3. GI Tag Obtained for 23 Handicrafts 

Wooden Sculptures 

 Kallakurichi wooden sculptures 

 Arumbavur wooden sculptures 

Paintings 

 Thanjavur paintings 

 Karuppur Kalamkari paintings 

Stone Sculptures 

 Mamallapuram stone sculptures 

 Mayiladi stone sculptures 

Metal Sculptures 

 Swamimalai Panchaloha sculptures 

Mats -Pathamadai Pai (Pathamadai mat) 

•                     

                        (GI) 

                    

                        . 

•                     (        

                            

     )                       . 

•         : 

–                               

                       

–                             

           

2.             (GI)             ? 

(What is Geographical Indication?) 

•             (GI)                

                         

                           

              . 

•              : 

–                       (Product 

Authenticity) 

–                  (Quality Protection) 

–                           

         (Legal Protection Against Misuse) 

• GI       : 
– Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and 

Protection) Act, 1999 

•           GI        (GI Registry) 

              : 

–       ,         

 23                     GI 

                     

(GI Tag Obtained for 23 Handicrafts) 

             (Wooden Sculptures): 

•                          

•                        

         (Paintings): 

•                   

•                           

              (Stone Sculptures): 

•                          

•                     

                (Metal Sculptures): 

•                           . 

     (Mats): 

•              (Pathamadai Pai) 

–                                 

               

–           (Korai grass)        

                

4.                   (Future Plans) 

•       10                     GI 
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o Famous traditional mat from 

Tirunelveli district 
o Made from Korai grass 

 
4. Future Plans 

 Steps taken to obtain GI tag for 10 more 

handicrafts 
 Aim to increase: 

o Export opportunities 

o Artisan income 

o Global recognition 

5. Importance of GI Tag  

GI tag helps to: 

 Protect traditional products 

 Promote exports 

 Prevent duplication and misuse 

 Support rural artisans 

 Preserve cultural heritage 

 

 
 

                     

                        . 

•            : 

–                              

–                     

                     

–                     

           

5. GI                      

(Importance of GI Tag) 

GI           : 

•                              

•                   

•                               

                   

•                              

          

•                                 

 

 

 

 

 

RBI Monetary Policy – Repo Rate Unchanged at 

5.25% 

1. Key Announcement 

                   (RBI)        

        –                    5.25% 

                        

1.              (Key Announcement) 
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 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) kept the 

repo rate unchanged at 5.25% 
 Decision taken by the Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) 
 RBI also maintained a neutral monetary 

policy stance 

2. GDP Growth Forecast 

 RBI revised India‟s GDP growth forecast to 

7.4% 
 Applicable for Financial Year 2025–26 

(FY26) 

3. RBI Governor 

 Current RBI Governor: Sanjay Malhotra 

 He announced the monetary policy decision 

4. What is Repo Rate?  

 Repo rate is the rate at which RBI lends 

money to commercial banks 

 
Purpose: 

 Control inflation 

 Control money supply 

 Maintain economic stability 

Effect of Repo Rate 

Repo Rate Increase 
Repo Rate 

Decrease 

Loans become costly 
Loans become 

cheaper 

Inflation decreases Inflation increases 

Money supply decreases 
Money supply 

increases 

5. Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 

 Established in 2016 

 Based on recommendation of Urjit Patel 

Committee 

Members 

 Total: 6 members 

 3 from RBI 

 3 appointed by Government of India 

Main function: 

 Decide repo rate 

 Control inflation 

6. Neutral Monetary Policy Stance 

•                    (RBI)              

        5.25%              

         . 

•                              

(Monetary Policy Committee – MPC)      

            . 

• RBI                    

             (Monetary Policy Stance) 

“      ” (Neutral)         

             . 

2.                         (GDP) 

               

(GDP Growth Forecast) 

•           GDP                 

RBI 7.4%              . 

•    2025–26             (Financial Year 

2025–26 – FY26)          . 

3. RBI       (RBI Governor) 

•           RBI      :        

           (Sanjay Malhotra) 

•                          

         . 

4.                            

    ? 

(What is Repo Rate?) 

•                         , RBI 

               (Commercial Banks) 

                                

          . 

        : 

•            (Inflation)                

•               (Money Supply) 

               

•                         

(Economic Stability)             

5.                            

(Effect of Repo Rate) 

             

            

             

          

            

         

        

        

         

       

         

           

            

       

            

           

6.                     (Monetary 

Policy Committee – MPC) 

• MPC 2016                     . 

•                         (Urjit Patel 

Committee)                        

              . 
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Neutral stance means RBI can: 

 Increase repo rate if inflation rises 

 Decrease repo rate if economy slows 

 Remain flexible based on economic 

conditions 

7. Feature Details 

RBI Established 1935 

RBI Headquarters Mumbai 

Nationalised 1949 

MPC formed 2016 

Repo rate 5.25% 
 

           : 

•         : 6             

– 3             – RBI        

– 3             –              

               

            : 

•                                  

•                           

7.                       

          

(Neutral Monetary Policy Stance) 

“      ”                 RBI    

                           : 

•                      –         

                   

•                              – 

                          

•                       

                 (Flexible) 

            

8. RBI                      (Important 

Facts about RBI) 

             

RBI                 1935 

                

                       1949 

MPC                 2016 

                       5.25% 
 

Tamil Nadu Interim Budget 2026–27 

1. Interim Budget Announcement 

 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Speaker: 
M. Appavu 

 Announcement: Interim Budget will be 

presented on 17 February 2026 

 The budget relates to the Financial Year: 

2026–27 

 

                         2026–27 

(Tamil Nadu Interim Budget 2026–27) 

•                              : 

 .        (M. Appavu) 

•       :                  17 

        2026              

            

•                                 : 

2026–27 (Financial Year 2026–27) 

Kerala’s ‘Elderly Budget’ 

1. Historic Initiative 

 Kerala became the first state in India to 

present a separate ‘Elderly Budget’ 

 

         ‘              

       ’ (Kerala’s Elderly Budget) 

1.                            

(Historic Initiative) 

•                  „              

       ‟ (Elderly Budget)               
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2. Financial Allocation 

 Total allocation for senior citizens: 

₹46,236.52 crore 
 Financial Year: FY 2026–27 

 Share in total state budget: 19.07% 

3. Objective of Elderly Budget 

Main aim is to improve the welfare and quality of 

life of senior citizens 

Focus areas include: 

 Healthcare services 

 Pension schemes 

 Social security 

 Welfare programs 

 Financial assistance 

4. Importance of the Initiative 

 Addresses needs of ageing population 

 Strengthens social justice and welfare 

 Ensures inclusive development 

 Provides financial security for elderly 

people 

 

                            . 

•              : 

                         –   .   . 

           (K.N. Balagopal) 

2.            (Financial Allocation) 

•                               

          : ₹46,236.52      

•                    : 2026–27 (FY 

2026–27) 

•                                  : 

19.07% 

3.                                   

(Objective of Elderly Budget) 

              : 

                            

                               

                               : 

•                (Healthcare Services) 

•                  (Pension Schemes) 

•              (Social Security) 

•               (Welfare Programs) 

•         (Financial Assistance) 

4.                           
(Importance of the Initiative) 

•                         

                              

        

•                         

             

•                     (Inclusive 

Development)             

•                               

         

 

IISc Bengaluru & Kochi Metro MoU 
1. Agreement Overview 

 Indian Institute of Science (IISc), 

Bengaluru signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) 

       (IISc)         &        

                            

          (MoU) 

1.                                

(Agreement Overview) 
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 Partner organisation: Kochi Metro Rail 

Limited (KMRL) 

 Purpose: Joint research and implementation 

in sustainable urban mobility 

2. Objectives of the MoU 

The MoU aims to improve: 

 Sustainable urban transport systems 

 Public transport efficiency 

 Multimodal transport integration 

 Environment-friendly mobility solutions 

 
3. Role of Each Organisation 

IISc Bengaluru 

 Provides: 

o Advanced research expertise 

o Data-driven analysis 

o Scientific and technological support 

Kochi Metro Rail Limited (KMRL) 

 Provides: 

o Practical experience in urban transport 

o Experience in operating metro and 

multimodal transport systems 

o Real-world implementation support 

4. What is Multimodal Transport?  

Definition: 

Using more than one mode of transport in a single 

journey. 

Examples: 

•                    (Indian Institute of 

Science – IISc),        ,               

             (MoU)                . 

•                 :                

             (Kochi Metro Rail Limited – 

KMRL) 

•         : 

                             

(Sustainable Urban Mobility)           

                     

                

2. MoU-                (Objectives of the 

MoU) 

                              

                         

          : 

•                              

          (Sustainable Urban Transport Systems) 

•                                

(Public Transport Efficiency) 

•                              

(Multimodal Transport Integration) 

•                                     

(Environment-friendly Mobility Solutions) 

3.                         (Role of 

Each Organisation) 

IISc,                : 

•                              

(Advanced Research Expertise) 

•                             

(Data-driven Analysis) 

•                               

(Scientific and Technological Support) 

                            

(KMRL)        : 

•                               

       (Practical Experience in Urban Transport) 

•                                  

                         

(Experience in Metro and Multimodal Transport Systems) 
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 Metro + Bus 

 Metro + Bicycle 

 Train + Bus 

•                     (Real-world 

Implementation Support) 

4.                   (Multimodal 

Transport)             ? 

      : 

                                

                   

            Multimodal Transport 

        . 

          : 

•         +        (Metro + Bus) 

•         +        (Metro + Bicycle) 

•      +        (Train + Bus) 

 

Mukhyamantri Maiyan Udhayam Yojana 
 Scheme name: Mukhyamantri Maiyan 

Udhayam Yojana 

 State: Jharkhand 

 Objective: To promote women 

entrepreneurship 

 

 
2. Financial Assistance 

 Beneficiaries will receive a one-time loan of 

₹20,000 

 Loan provided to beneficiaries of: 

o Maiyan Samman Yojana 

3. Eligibility Criteria 

 Only Maiyan Samman Yojana 

                          

       (Mukhyamantri Maiyan Udhayam 

Yojana) 

 

1.                             

(Scheme Overview) 

•                :            

                      (Mukhyamantri 

Maiyan Udhayam Yojana) 

•        :           (Jharkhand) 

•        :                     

•        :              – 

                 (Radhakrishna 

Kishore) 

•               : 

                           

(Women Entrepreneurship)            

2.         (Financial Assistance) 

•                   

                      : ₹20,000 

•                                : 

–                         (Maiyan 

Samman Yojana)           
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beneficiaries 

 Age limit: Up to 45 years 

 Simplified application process introduced 

4. Special Mahila Loan Portal 

A new Mahila Loan Portal will be developed to 

provide: 

 Loan application access 

 Loan disbursement details 

 Payment status tracking 

 Loan upgrade information 

5. Institutions Involved 

The scheme was discussed in a meeting of: 

 State Bankers‟ Committee (SLBC) 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

 NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture 

and Rural Development) 

 Major commercial banks 

6. Objectives of the Scheme 

The scheme aims to: 

 Promote women entrepreneurship 

 Provide financial independence to women 

 Support self-employment 

 Improve women‟s economic empowerment 

 

3.                 (Eligibility Criteria) 

•                            

                               

•          : 45         

•                         

(Simplified Application Process) 

                      

4.                            

(Special Mahila Loan Portal) 

                         (Mahila 

Loan Portal)              .            

       : 

•                       (Loan 

Application Access) 

•                       (Loan 

Disbursement Details) 

•                         (Payment 

Status Tracking) 

•                        (Loan Upgrade 

Information) 

5.                       (Institutions 

Involved) 

                               

                                 : 

•                       (State Level 

Bankers‟ Committee – SLBC) 

•                    (Reserve Bank of India – 

RBI) 

• NABARD (National Bank for Agriculture and Rural 

Development) 

•                    (Major Commercial 

Banks) 

6.                             

(Objectives of the Scheme) 

                          : 

•                            

           

•                        (Financial 

Independence)          

•          (Self-employment)           

•                               

(Economic Empowerment)              

 

New START Treaty New START           (New Strategic Arms 

Reduction Treaty) 
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1. Treaty Overview 

 Full name: New Strategic Arms Reduction 

Treaty (New START) 
 Countries involved: 

o United States (USA) 

o Russia 
 Purpose: To limit nuclear weapons 

(strategic warheads) of both countries 

 It was the last remaining nuclear arms 

control treaty between the US and Russia 

2. Important Timeline 

 

Year Event 

1991 START I treaty signed 

2009 START I expired 

April 2010 New START signed in Prague 

Feb 5, 2011 Treaty came into force 

2021 Original expiry date 

2021 Extended by 5 years 

Feb 5, 2026 Treaty officially expired 

3. Nuclear Weapons Limit 

 Each country was allowed maximum: 

o 1,550 deployed strategic nuclear 

warheads 
 This was: 

o 30% reduction from previous limits 

(2002 treaty) 

4. Importance of New START Treaty 

1. Treaty Overview 

•           :                   

                 (New Strategic Arms 

Reduction Treaty – New START) 

•                     : 

–           (United States – USA) 

–       (Russia) 

•               : 

                       

           (Strategic Nuclear Warheads) 

                           

•                                 

                        

                    . 

2.                (Important Timeline) 

            

1991 
START I           

                 

2009 
START I           

           

       

2010 

New START                

              (Prague)        

                 

        

5, 2011 
                       

2021                      

2021 
      5         

                

        

5, 2026 

                         

           

3.              (Nuclear Weapons Limit) 

•                                  

                        : 

1,550             (Strategic Nuclear 

Warheads) 

•   ,– 2002                             

            30%             

4. New START              

             

•                           
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The treaty helped to: 

 Reduce nuclear weapons 

 Maintain global peace 

 Prevent nuclear arms race 

 Increase transparency between US and Russia 

 

       

•                      

•                 (Nuclear Arms Race) 

      

•                                 

                   (Transparency) 

         

SabhaSaar Initiative 

 

1. Overview 

 SabhaSaar is an AI-based tool 

 Launched by: Ministry of Panchayati Raj 

 Purpose: To digitally document Gram 

Sabha and Panchayat meetings 

2. Main Objective 

SabhaSaar helps to: 

 Automatically convert audio and video 

recordings into text summaries 
 Generate structured minutes of meetings 

 Improve documentation and transparency 

 Ensure uniformity across Panchayats in 

India 

4. Language Support  

 Hindi 

 Tamil 

 Telugu 

 Bengali 

 Marathi 

 Gujarati 

 English 

        (SabhaSaar) 

1. Overview 

•         (SabhaSaar)          

               (AI) 

                    . 

•                  :           

               (Ministry of Panchayati Raj) 

•               : 

         (Gram Sabha)        

                            

                   

2.                (Main Objective) 

SabhaSaar      : 

•                           

                       (Text 

Summary)          

•                             

         (Structured Minutes of Meeting) 

           

•              (Documentation)        

                   (Transparency) 

             

•                              

                      

(Uniformity)             

3.           (Language Support) 

SabhaSaar                 

         : 

•      (Hindi) 

•      (Tamil) 
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This supports multilingual governance 

5. Coverage 

 Available for: 

o All States 

o All Union Territories 

 Used in: 

o Gram Sabha meetings 

o Panchayat meetings 

6. Importance of the Initiative 

Helps in: 

 Digital governance 

 Transparent administration 

 Efficient record keeping 

 Strengthening local self-government 

 Empowering rural communities 

7. Panchayati Raj System 

 Introduced by: 73rd Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 1992 
 Provides local self-government in rural 

areas 

Gram Sabha 

 Basic unit of Panchayati Raj 

 Consists of all registered voters in a village 

8. Feature Details 

Initiative name SabhaSaar 

Ministry Ministry of Panchayati Raj 

Technology AI and Cloud 

Platform used Bhashini 

Mission IndiaAI Mission 
 

•        (Telugu) 

•         (Bengali) 

•        (Marathi) 

•         (Gujarati) 

•         (English) 

➡                        (Multilingual 

Governance)           

4.                 (Coverage) 

•                                 

                              

•                        : 

–                    (Gram Sabha 

Meetings) 

–                     (Panchayat Meetings) 

5.                      (Importance 

of the Initiative) 

SabhaSaar      : 

•                     (Digital Governance) 

             

•                          

(Transparent Administration)             

•                              

(Efficient Record Keeping)          

•                           (Local 

Self-Government)              

•                                 
(Empowering Rural Communities) 

6.                       (Panchayati 

Raj System) 

•                   : 73   

                         , 1992 

•         : 

                                

                     

         (Gram Sabha): 

•                                 

    

•                              

                            

        

7.                (Key Features) 

             

               SabhaSaar 
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AI        Cloud 

                 Bhashini 

           

       
IndiaAI Mission 

 

 

 


