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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS DATED ON 08/02/2026 

World Bank Report on Air Pollution 

  

 Title: “A Breath of Change” 

 Released by: World Bank 

 Year: 2025 

 Focus Area: Air pollution in Indo-Gangetic 

Plains and Himalayan Foothills (IGP-HF) 

2. Countries Covered 

The report covers 13 jurisdictions across 5 

countries: 

 India 

 Bangladesh 

 Bhutan 

 Nepal 

 Pakistan 

3. Most Polluted Region 

 Indo-Gangetic Plains and Himalayan 

Foothills (IGP-HF) 
 Identified as the most air-polluted region in 

the world 
 PM2.5 levels are 8 to 20 times higher than 

உலக        க  க – க     

       

(World Bank Report – “A Breath of Change”) 

1.   க  க       

   க  க   ல   : “A Breath of 

Change” 

                 : உலக      

(World Bank) 

                  : 2025 

  க    க    :       –க   க 

                   ல 

           க  ல  (Indo-Gangetic 

Plains and Himalayan Foothills – IGP-HF) 

உ    க            

2.        க  க உ    க       க   

       க  க 5    க  ல  உ    13 

      க      க   உ    க    : 

        (India) 

    க        (Bangladesh) 

       (Bhutan) 

         (Nepal) 

           (Pakistan) 

3.  க   க  க             

       –க   க               

     ல             (IGP-

HF) 

 உல  ல    க   க  க க     

            எ           

க          

 PM2.5     WHO    க     

        8   ல  20       

  க   

4.  க            

 க              ல             

      10  ல      (1 million)      

                

           

              ல     
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WHO safe limits 

4. Health Impact 

 Air pollution causes about 1 million 

premature deaths every year 
 Major public health crisis in South Asia 

5. Economic Impact 

 Economic loss due to air pollution is about 

10% of GDP annually 
 Affects: 

o Productivity 

o Workforce health 

o Economic growth 

6. “35 by 35” Target 

 Aim: Reduce air pollution levels by 35% 

by 2035 
 Focus on regional cooperation and policy 

implementation 

7. Recommended Solution – “4Is Framework” 

World Bank suggested 4Is approach: 

1. Information 
o Improve air quality monitoring 

o Provide accurate pollution data 

2. Incentives 
o Encourage clean energy use 

o Promote eco-friendly technologies 

3. Institutions 
o Strengthen environmental governance 

o Improve coordination among 

governments 

4. Infrastructure 
o Invest in clean transport 

o Promote renewable energy 

o Improve urban planning 

8. Importance for India 

 Indo-Gangetic Plains include major Indian 

cities like: 

o Delhi 

o Lucknow 

o Patna 

 க             க     

         க உ     

5.                  

 க              ல             

             உ        

உ          (GDP) 10%       

         

   க க          க  : 

     ல     உ             

  க க     உ ல  ல   

                   

6. “35 by 35”  லக   

 2035         க     க     

          35%         

 லக   

                          

 க    க    ல          

 க             க க        

7. உலக                  “4Is Framework” 

க                  க க உலக      

4Is                      : 

1. Information ( க ல ) 

 க        க  க        

          ல  

  ல                   

      ல  

2. Incentives ( க க  க  ) 

              ல           

 க      ல  

         ல       

    ல       க    க      ல  

3. Institutions (       க  ) 

         ல        க     

          ல  

    க க          

                     ல  

4. Infrastructure (           க  ) 

            க           க   

உ   க   ல  

      க க   க க      ல 

          ல  

  க         ல           ல  

8.          க    க          

      –க   க        ல  உ    
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o Kanpur 

 Highlights need for: 

o Pollution control policies 
o Clean energy transition 

 க           க   க  : 

   ல   (Delhi) 

 லக     (Lucknow) 

        (Patna) 

 க       (Kanpur) 

 

IOM Global Appeal 2026 Report 

 
1. Released by 

 Released by: International Organization 

for Migration (IOM) 
 Year: 2026 

 Type: Global humanitarian appeal report 

2. Funding Request 

 Total amount requested: USD 4.7 billion 

 Purpose: To assist 41 million people 

worldwide 
 Focus: 

o Displaced persons 

o Migrants 

o Vulnerable populations 

3. Strategic Alignment 

 Aligned with: IOM Strategic Plan 2024–

2028 
 Objectives: 

o Support displaced populations 

o Promote safe and orderly migration 

IOM Global Appeal 2026 Report 

1.                  

                 : 

                   

        
(International Organization for Migration – 

IOM) 

     : 2026 

   க  க   க: உலக     

          உ    க   க  க 

  க  க 

2.      க   க  க 

             க   க  க: USD 4.7 

 ல      

    க க  : உலக          41 

 ல       க க க   உ   ல  

 க    க    : 

               க க   (Displaced 

persons) 

                  ல    க   
(Migrants) 

    க க    க      க க   
(Vulnerable populations) 

3.   ல            (Strategic 
Alignment) 

 IOM Strategic Plan 2024–2028 உ    

   க க           

 க       க க  க  : 

               க க க   

           ல  

    க              

    க               

 க      ல  

                  க     

          ல  

4. உ                   (Internal 

Displacement)     

 2024          உ       ல  

              க க  : 83.4 

 ல      

    உல ல              

 க உ       எ    க  க 

 க    க     க  : 

      க   (Conflict) 

      க        க   (Natural 
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o Strengthen migration governance 

4. Internal Displacement Data 

 Total internally displaced people (2024): 83.4 

million 
 Highest ever recorded globally 

 Major causes: 

o Conflict 

o Natural disasters 

o Climate change 

5. Disaster-related Displacement 

 Total disaster-related displacement (2024): 

9.8 million 
 Increase: 29% rise from previous year 

 Causes include: 

o Floods 

o Cyclones 

o Earthquakes 

o Climate-related disasters 

6. Global Remittances 

 Migrants sent: USD 905 billion in 

remittances (2024) 

 Importance: 

o Supports developing economies 

o Helps families with income, 

education, and health 

7. Migrant Workers Worldwide 

 Total migrant workers globally: 168 million 

 Role: 

o Fill labour shortages 

Support global economy 

disasters) 

 க ல   ல         (Climate change) 

5.                              

 2024                  

க     க 

               க  : 9.8 

 ல      

                 29% 

  க      

க     க  : 

         (Floods) 

   ல  (Cyclones) 

   ல  க க   (Earthquakes) 

 க ல   ல           

       க   

6. உலக              ல  
(Remittances) 

 2024          

               க   

           க: USD 905 

 ல      

 க         : 

                 க     

                  க     

        க            , 

கல           க         

             

7. உலக                  

    ல    க   

 உலக          

             

    ல    க  : 168  ல      

    : 

     ல          க       

              

 உலக                  க   

உ          

 

SFDR Missile Technology Test 

1. Developed by 

 Developed and successfully tested by: 

DRDO (Defence Research and 

Development Organisation) 
 Country: India 

2. Full Form 

SFDR   க       ல        

1. உ   க            

 உ   க    :    க     

                          

        
(Defence Research and Development 

Organisation – DRDO) 

    :        

2.            (Full Form) 

 SFDR: Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 
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 SFDR: Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 

3. Type of Technology 

 It is a missile propulsion technology 

 Used in long-range air-to-air missiles 

4. How SFDR Works 

 Missile initially uses a ground booster 

for launch 

 After reaching required speed, the 

ramjet engine ignites 
 Ramjet provides continuous thrust 

during flight 

5. Importance of SFDR Technology 

 Increases missile speed and range 

 Improves air combat capability 

 Allows missiles to maintain high 

speed for longer duration 
 Enhances India’s defence capability 

 

 

    ல :    எ               

           க க     

3.     ல        க 

         க     க க 

(Missile Propulsion)     ல        

       க              -

       க  க  ல  (Long-

range Air-to-Air Missiles) 

                 

4. SFDR          ல      ? 

    ல    க   booster  ல   

          

           க            

    Ramjet          

   ல                 

 Ramjet             க  க   

 க   (thrust)          

     ல    க               

  க   க   ல    ல ல       

5. SFDR     ல           

 க          

   க        க          

       க  க     

                (Air combat 

capability)              

   க                 க 

  க   ல    ல ல உ      

              க     

                  

 

Karimpuzha Wildlife Sanctuary – 

Faunal Survey (2026) 

க           ல    

    ல    – உ     

க க  க     (2026) 

     ல  :  க    

         :  ல                

    ல        ல   க 

   க க           : 2020 

    க க             : Wildlife 
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 State: Kerala 

 District: Malappuram district 

 Declared as Wildlife Sanctuary: 2020 

 Declared under: Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972 

 Location feature: Western slopes of the 

Nilgiri Hills 

 Biodiversity hotspot: Part of the Western 

Ghats 

Named After 

 Karimpuzha River 
 It is a tributary of the Chaliyar River 

Faunal Survey Findings (Latest Survey) 

Newly documented species in survey 
 Bird species: 171 

 Butterfly species: 177 

 Odonate species: 42 

(Many species recorded for the first time) 

Total species recorded after survey 

Species Category Total Species 

Birds 247 

Butterflies 223 

Odonates 63 

What are Odonates? 

 Odonates include: 

o Dragonflies 

o Damselflies 

(Protection) Act, 1972 

     ல        :   ல    

  லக                    

 உ    ல   க         : 

                  ல (Western 

Ghats) – உ    ல  

 ல   க        க    

    (Biodiversity hotspot) 

             க      

 க                ல  

   க க        

 க           எ             

(Chaliyar)             

(Tributary)      

உ     க க  க     (Faunal Survey) 

–     க        க   

        க க  க    ல   ல     

உ      க                   : 

          க  : 171 

                   க  : 
177 

 Odonate     க  : 42 

( ல     க     ல       க     

            ) 

க க  க                     

    க   

உ       க 
       

    க   

    க   (Birds) 247 

             க   

(Butterflies) 
223 

Odonates 63 

Odonates      ல      ? 

Odonates      ல          : 

         (Dragonflies) 

 Damselflies 

 க         : 

                         

    க        க       
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They are indicators of healthy freshwater 
ecosystems 

 க        க   (Indicators) 

     

 

 

 

IIT Madras Releases Cancer Genome 

Database 

 
1. Overview 

 Released by: Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Madras 

 Initiative: First-of-its-kind cancer genome 

database of Indian patients 

 Purpose: Help researchers study cancer-

related genetic mutations in Indians 

2. Developed Under 

The database was developed under: 

 BCGA: Bharat Cancer Genome Atlas 

 BCG2: Bharat Cancer Genome Grid 

 These initiatives aim to create a 

comprehensive cancer genome database for 

India 

3. Key Features of the Database 

 Provides anonymised whole genome 

IIT Madras – Cancer Genome Database 

       

1.    க   (Overview) 

                 :       

    ல     க  க க  ,        
(IIT Madras) 

      :       

       க க க     ல  Cancer 

Genome Database 

    க க  :        க  ல  

க                   

               (Genetic) 

       க              

உ   ல  

2.                    

உ   க க       ? 

                  க க    

      க         உ   க க       : 

 BCGA: Bharat Cancer Genome Atlas 

 BCG2: Bharat Cancer Genome Grid 

   க க  : 

          க           

Cancer Genome Database 

உ   க   ல  

3.               க          க   

         க        

(Anonymised) Whole Genome Sequencing 

        க        

  க     க    க க    

         க          : 
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sequencing data 
 Covers major cancers such as: 

o Paediatric leukaemia 

o Colorectal cancer 

o Pancreatic cancer 

 These cancers account for a large share of 

cancer deaths in India 

4. Number of Samples 

 Contains genomic data from around 1,500 

cancer samples 
 Whole genome sequencing carried out at IIT 

Madras 

5. Accessibility 

 Database is publicly accessible 

 Website: bcga.iitm.ac.in 

 Can be used by: 

o Researchers 

o Doctors 

o Scientists in India and abroad 

6. Importance 

 Helps in: 

o Understanding cancer genetics in 

Indian population 

o Developing personalised cancer 

treatments 

o Improving early diagnosis 

o Supporting cancer research in India 

 

o       க  ல          

      (Paediatric 

Leukaemia) 

o        ல            
(Colorectal cancer) 

o  க               
(Pancreatic cancer) 

            ல    க 

     க              

 க             க   

4.      க          க  க (Number 
of Samples) 

       1,500           

     க     (samples)      

    உ     

 Whole genome sequencing – IIT Madras 

 ல       க            

5.                  கல  
(Accessibility) 

                

     க க க          

(Publicly accessible) 

 Website: bcga.iitm.ac.in 

             க  : 

              க   (Researchers) 

         க   (Doctors) 

        க   (Scientists) 

               உலக   

       உ          க   

6.  க          (Importance) 

               உ    : 

        க  ல             

     க     க          

 க     

                     க   

(Personalised treatment) உ   க க 

          ல  ல   

          க      

உ   ல  

        ல            

                     ல  

 

Mega Handicrafts Exhibition-cum-

Conference 

Mega Handicrafts Exhibition-cum-Conference 

1.    க   (Overview) 

   க   : Mega Handicrafts Exhibition-

cum-Conference 

               :         

  ல         .க.         

                     : 

         க      ல  

          க க   (Tamil Nadu 

Handicrafts Development Corporation – 

Poompuhar) 
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1. Overview 

 Event: Mega Handicrafts Exhibition-cum-

Conference 

 Inaugurated by: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 

M. K. Stalin 

 Organised by: Tamil Nadu Handicrafts 

Development Corporation (Poompuhar) 

 Venue: Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai 

 Dates: February 5–8, 2026 

2. Purpose of the Exhibition 

 Showcase Tamil Nadu’s rich handicraft 

traditions 
 Promote handicrafts on a global platform 

 Support artisans and craftsmen 

 Create awareness about: 

o Export opportunities 

o International marketing 

o GI (Geographical Indication) tagging 

3. Awards Presented 

Living Craft Treasure Award 
 Presented to: 10 senior artisans aged above 

65 
 Purpose: Honour lifetime contribution to 

handicrafts 
 Includes: 

o ₹1 lakh cash prize 

o 8-gram gold medal 

o Copper plaque 

o Certificate 

Poompuhar State Award 
 Presented to: 10 outstanding craftsmen and 

craftswomen 
 For contribution during 2025–26 

 Includes: 

o ₹50,000 cash prize 

o 4-gram gold medal 

o Copper plaque 

o Certificate 

 

              : க ல      

    க  ,        

    க  :         5   ல  8, 2026 

    

2. க  க           க க  க   

                       

 க      ல க   

உலக  ல  

   க        ல  

  க      ல  க ல   க   

        க      க   

       ல  

               ல  (Global market) 

 க      ல க   

 க      ல  

                         

   க  : 

               க   (Export 

opportunities) 

                     ல  
(International marketing) 

     ல            

(Geographical Indication – GI Tag) 

3.     க          க   
Living Craft Treasure Award 

     க       : 65    க   

         10      

 க      க க   

    க க  :  க       க க   

            க       

 க      ல  

         க  : 

 ₹1 ல                

 8          க     க க   

        ல க (Copper plaque) 

          (Certificate) 

Poompuhar State Award 

     க       : 2025–26 

    ல           க      

      10  க      க க   

         க  : 

 ₹50,000           

 4          க     க க   

        ல க 

          

 

CSIR-NIIST Biomedical Waste Conversion 

Technology 
CSIR–NIIST உ    ல         

க  க           
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1. Developed by 

 Developed by: CSIR-NIIST 

 Full form: 

o CSIR – Council of Scientific and 

Industrial Research 

o NIIST – National Institute for 

Interdisciplinary Science and Technology 

 NIIST is a CSIR laboratory located in 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 

2. Purpose of the Technology 

 Converts biomedical waste into useful soil 

additives 
 Helps in: 

o Safe disposal of biomedical waste 

o Reducing environmental pollution 

o Productive use of waste in agriculture 

3. Importance of the Technology 

Environmental Benefits 
 Reduces biomedical waste pollution 

 Prevents illegal dumping of hospital waste 

 Supports sustainable waste management 

Agricultural Benefits 
 Converts waste into soil additives 

 Improves soil health 

 Supports sustainable agriculture 

  

  

  

  

  
 

    ல        

1. உ   க            

 உ   க    : CSIR–NIIST 

 CSIR           : Council of 

Scientific and Industrial Research 

(    ல         

    ல              

க    ல ) 

 NIIST           : National Institute 

for Interdisciplinary Science and 

Technology 

( ல        ல         

    ல                  ) 

         :            , 

 க    

 NIIST: CSIR              

   ல          க   

2.     ல              க க   

 உ    ல         க  க   

(Biomedical waste)     க க   

              க  க (Soil 

additives)          

      ல  : 

        க  க   

   க     க  க          

         ல            

   க க உ     

          ல  க  க   

        க           

      

3.     ல            க          

        ல       க   

 உ    ல         க   

             க     

        க  க   

           க  க        

  க     

    ல    க   

  ல        (Sustainable waste 

management)     க     

              க   

        க  க       

       க  க          

            (Soil health) 

             

    ல               

 க   க     

 

Kalaignar Memorial Award க ல          க ல      

    க       

1.           
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1. Award Name 

 Full name: Kalaignar Ninaivu Kalaithurai 

Vithagar Award 
 English: Kalaignar Memorial Award for 

Excellence in the Arts 

3. Awardees (Recent) 

Year Awardee Field 

2024 MN Rajam Veteran Actress 

2025 SP Muthuraman Veteran Film Director 

4. Award Components 

 Cash prize: ₹10 lakh 

 Includes: 

o Memento 

o Honour for contribution to arts 

 

           : க ல          

க ல          க       

     ல      : Kalaignar Memorial 

Award for Excellence in the Arts 

        :             

    க க  : க ல      ல  

         க      

        க    க      ல  

2.                     க   

 

  

  

                 

2024 
எ  .எ  .       (MN 

Rajam) 

     

        

   க 

2025 

எ  . . 

          (SP 

Muthuraman) 

     

        

  க      

3.       க   (Award Components) 

          : ₹10 ல      

              (Memento) 

 க ல      ல  

   க     க க    க      

 

Tamil Nadu Urban Greening Policy, 2026          க            

 க    க, 2026 

1.  க    க    க   (Policy Overview) 

  க    க      :         

 க             க    க, 2026 

    க         : 

            

            :   ல        

 .க.         

  க         :             

  ல   க            

 க    க 

2.  க       க க   (Main Objective) 

  க          க  ல  க ல   ல 

               க       

     (Climate resilience) 

          ல  

  க         ல       
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1. Policy Overview 

 Policy name: Tamil Nadu Urban Greening 

Policy, 2026 
 Launched by: Government of Tamil Nadu 

 Released by: Chief Minister M.K. Stalin 

 First-ever Urban Greening Policy of Tamil 

Nadu 

2. Main Objective 

 To improve climate resilience in urban 

areas 
 To integrate green infrastructure into 

urban planning 

3. Key Features of the Policy 

Green Cover Target 
 Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) must maintain at 

least: 

o 15% of total municipal area under 

green cover 

Focus Areas 
 Urban forests 

 Trees and parks 

 Wetlands 

 Blue-green infrastructure 

4. Priority Measures 

 Promote native tree species 

 Encourage climate-resilient trees 

 Ensure equal access to green spaces 

 Improve urban environmental sustainability 

5. Reasons for the Policy 

The policy addresses challenges such as: 

 Rapid urbanisation 

           க   (Green 

infrastructure)       ல  

3.  க    க     க          க   

            லக   (Green Cover 
Target) 

  க  உ              க   
(Urban Local Bodies – ULBs) 

         க             ல  

             15%      

             க க         

க                 க   

  க      க   (Urban forests) 

     க             க க க   
(Trees and parks) 

     ல  க   (Wetlands) 

 Blue-Green Infrastructure (            

            க        ) 

4.              க  கக   
(Priority Measures) 

 உ             க   (Native 

tree species)  க      ல  

 க ல   ல               

            க          ல  

      க                

  க ல உ        ல  

         ல     ல          

(Environmental sustainability) 

          ல  

5.       க    க           
(Reasons for the Policy) 

      க    க    க க    

       க      க க உ     : 

   க     க     க கல  (Rapid 

urbanisation) 

  க                (Urban 

heat island effect) 

 க            (Air pollution) 

         க        (Loss of 

green spaces) 

 க ல   ல         (Climate change 

impacts) 

6.              க     க கல  
(Urbanisation in Tamil Nadu) 

              க        க க   

    க 

2031         ல  67%  க 

  க  க        

        க க        

    ல                 : 

         ல  (Environment) 

 உ    ல         (Ecology) 

  க                  க   
(Urban infrastructure) 
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 Urban heat island effect 

 Air pollution 

 Loss of green spaces 

 Climate change impacts 

6. Urbanisation in Tamil Nadu 

 Tamil Nadu’s urban population expected to 

reach: 

o 67% by 2031 
 This increases pressure on: 

o Environment 

o Ecology 

o Urban infrastructure 

7. Importance of the Policy 

Environmental Benefits 
 Improves air quality 

 Reduces urban heat 

 Protects biodiversity 

 Supports climate adaptation 

Urban Development Benefits 
 Improves quality of life 

 Promotes sustainable cities 

 Supports long-term urban planning 

 

7.  க    க     க          

        ல       க   

 க            

             

  க               க     

 உ    ல   ல   க     

(Biodiversity)    க க     

 க ல   ல           க   

    ல (Climate adaptation) 

    க     

 க               க   

  க க         க  க          

             

    ல     க   க   

(Sustainable cities) உ   க க 

உ      

      க ல  க         ல 

    க     

 

  

 


