





These two Travel Diaries of Mother Gonzaga Barry were photographed
and digitised from the originals which are held in the Institute Archives,
Dublin Ireland.

They are the precious record of an intrepid journey the ten women made
from Dublin to Melbourne in 1875. In the diaries we are given a window
into the remarkable relationships they formed within their own little band
of Loreto Sisters but also as they engaged with the other passengers and
crew on the S.5.Somersetshire.

The original handwriting can be almost legible to a keen eye in the digitised
copy, but reading requires patience and imagination. So a transcript
is provided alongside this resource and at various points along the journey,
arecording and illustration is provided to bring the encounters to life.
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Departure from Ireland

“Many a tearful eye looked afier the cabs as they drove down the avenue.
The children were in the dormitory windows waving handkerchiefs.
Whilst saying the Litany of our Blessed Mother; we lost sight of Loretto,
probably forever.”
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" Crossing Over Boats to Board the Ship

“I got into the nearest boat and was about to sit down when I was politely informed
 that I should step onto the farthest off boat. So stepping and stumbling over five boats,
S the first section of our party at last reached the boat which was to lead the procession
lo the Somersetshire.”
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The Captain’s Care for Mass

“During Mass he stationed himself at the foot of the stars lo keep silence, and
if any young midshipman came running down, he caught him by the collar of
\. s coat and sent him speedily up again, without speaking ”
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“The lighthouse with its red light looked so pretty rising straight out of the water:
We lost sight of 1t with the last points of land and were indeed alone upon the sea.”
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Storm and Torrential Rain
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of rain swept the deck and a high w
the sea.”

Nas vou can.” Al
dotem, torrents
tind carried off vone lady’s shawl into




L

/2'/‘?!;' (/(, A/(‘;r // ,,e’/'/./ AT Pre

ot it Frtte il ek .?/ s //’”’ ///”
.5://4&///7,/ ///? s r{z/ i B
%1’#/:{-‘" Al Fvieo Ll s /z/r.?/f;/
/-///f L .«Z/z.«'-/ PP /.-?// /,,-1 /"'>'-*-,’-.-
AT P N RIS RO 2
s i \,z/;/;c/ /z'-/" i r e Lt it
// Per /f/r/zu/ Y Lr Doy i At A, :
7 /n/z//f /r:'./r/p czre, Ared /, e 2 477,,
Brrreredledl 2z r/ Lo le ?1’.////’? H ALt ey
Az 4(/;/?//// /// f.f”/u?z /,z /-7 e
%ffd/ I/rr:}, /1(’(/ 2o e ol sy,
/ Y o ,f./z;/ Z, s el
i z/zr? . ///},/./J #T GOp il 2 e
e

‘//?7./ A} ‘7////“ /{// P "':43’?- 2 r/MI/’/; z/e

é;f}d ./4’/((////,!/{ e /;ﬂ/(//(/,/ Zz7
£ A

/ Ly ‘/' = lf.e"af'r “//;’
/ ‘
& oé/ czze / J Frrs -’7 *?//x// /

/4./ A’./fz.f —\Ai’}Af/ ALt Lot o (s~
’!"""'"/_I 2y 4 Z(/ifztf 4 //.-J’f //r/-’ e,
A Lrtro /ﬂ// /«zz.r/ //{’//;z /’Z’ ’./;l//




51

: ; 7 L
e 4-.--1 P /.ff/ Ll Lor o Lprr /'z‘#//z

| Rre L ﬁf(-o-/’//’?/’(/f/z/ /g//'%//t )
} 2 /,7,,, g c‘a/xﬂ{fy’d—/x#:‘/ ~PLT far—/pe7 /?’/,/

/z;o&//-’r:fw/-rf {{‘—Azc’/ /rffk/ ('zfe" éw’%,,
/.glf//(’«//f- 4:—-!1/ /z’r{ -/!7/(/ 'fﬁl%?f/;/’//

Srprr A7 7 4/ A-’-Z?-t-af/'/, Zrecent //{*/«'
| ;Zé'(a« & /.4’27-/ -z’zzfﬁf%r /!,/’/f/r"ﬂr‘".’.
/I/e‘ t-;;//;(.k(ffi ﬁ{ W PR ?’/Kt’/ /z:_"/fv/
S Llll Loinion /5 /éé, sl g
/».%z(ﬁ’. Ae Cxed A S A /z/}/z/’. L
,"/pz;:«r/ -»/a-r/“z’ ﬂzo///é/pfi’(/jtp/z”/a;
/Z—z.—;—.n ; (/4 f/:' R N TR A I
Lo /.f/,?/f’l P LIS g te SV e
/,{, gt//ﬁfﬂ/’./ R Mo i s s f::;a’{('t/
Z2r ,%44 y /K"r.’w& /:?// e 4/{{,,/
(/f/ /,n Wl s /c::‘//f At {///a 2 //:‘"/?’7
AAoprentacroe Aor e PN =0 /‘f‘/
/{Zﬁ e o il /(;z r /;r.-f?'ﬂ/ i ke
o, ,,/ (/ P '-/!(ﬂ/m/«’ PRy SO //,f,. P
aze A X/f/!?‘ it os 2 #2e ”/ LLarrer Lo

Yl e N /‘ 1'/ A v prrr e‘/.y.z‘,//:/; AN B
/ f/ // 7



Mrs. Rowe’s Story

“Myrs. Rowe is a young widow (26) with two children Bertine (3) and
Phalp (2)... she told me with many tears of his illness and death.”
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~ The Mock Trial

“Captain Burton came to show himself to

= us in his wig and scarlet robes.”
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Champagne being given for Seasickness

“Captain Burton remonstrated wi Carey on the necessity of our taking a little
Champagne as a cure for the sea-sickness and offered some in such a nice way that we
could not ... It certainly must be good, none of us have been so sick since we
commenced to take a little in our cabins after dinner.”
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“The Captain says we may meet icebergs when we go_further south,
but he will try and avoid them.”
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Whales Spotted

“Next day, three fine good-natured whales came after the ship quite near; —
they seemed to be out for a holiday.”
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The Captain’s Gift of a Warm Shawl

> “The sisters were surprised by the Captain coming behind them and enveloping them in
N a large warm shawl, telling them they should take care of themselves in such weather.”
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The Albatross and Seabirds

“The Albatross and a kind of bird, yellowish breast and brown wings, flew around the
ship in great circles. If they catch an albatross, they tie a little label of wood on its neck
with the name of the ship and the latitude and longitude, then let it free.”
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A Child’s Fear of the Nuns

7 “She got frightened at seeing us all sitting round and could

only bow and kiss hands from the door.”
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Sick and Sea-Sick with Remedies

“Very sick, got up and dressed, then lay down on the floor... M. Aloysius got the brandy
and water; 1t burned me going down but felt better after”
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Captain Holt’s Sacred Music Soiree

“Gave Captain Holt a treat of sacred music in the Ladies’ Saloon...

His whole heart and soul seemed in 11.”
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Rough Tea and Dangerous Tables

“The sea got very rough, and the little table commenced to pitch about.”
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“Last might, we were awakened by the ship stopping and great cheering of the crew

Jor the pilot boat who came on board.”
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