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Mote Receives 22 Green Turtles 
in Wake of Recent Cold Snap

As Atlantic temperatures drop 
into the 50s, hundreds of green 
sea turtles are being rescued from 
the frigid waters off Florida’s East 
Coast. Last week alone, Mote 
Marine Laboratory & Aquarium’s 
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital 
received 22 cold-stunned juvenile 
green turtles.

Cold-stunning occurs when turtles become lethargic due to rapidly drop-
ping water temperatures. As ectothermic, or “cold-blooded,” animals, sea 
turtles cannot regulate their body temperature internally and rely on their 
environment to stay warm. When water temperatures drop too quickly, 
turtles can go into a hypothermic-like state where their body functions slow 
dramatically. Cold-stunned turtles often appear lifeless, floating at the water’s 
surface or onshore, leaving them vulnerable to predators, boat strikes, and 
exposure-related complications such as pneumonia, infection, and frostbite.

During this cold-stunning event, the affected turtles were initially brought 
to The Sea Turtle Hospital at the University of Florida Whitney Laboratory 
in St. Augustine, Florida, for triage. As part of a coordinated rescue effort, 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), New 

Mote’s expert 
Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation 
team developed 
individualized 
treatment plans 
based on each 
turtle’s condition.

Promising Red Tide Initiative Technologies tested

Three promising red tide mitigation technologies have completed rigor-
ous laboratory testing and received regulatory approvals to begin the field 
deployment research stage, says Mote Marine Laboratory. 

These advancements mark a significant milestone in the fight against Florida’s and harmful red tide, Karenia brevis blooms, and offer a science-based 
path toward reducing their detrimental effects on marine ecosystems, public health, and Florida’s economy.

Red tides, or red tide harmful algal blooms, are a higher-than-normal concentration of microscopic alga that occur in ocean and coastal waters. In 
Florida, the toxin producing Karenia brevis is the species causing most red tides. Red tides in Florida have been documented since the 1700’s and can 
harmfully affect sea life, lead to massive fish kills, cause human respiratory problems, close beaches, and determinately impact shellfish, fishing, hotel, 
restaurant, recreational, and tourism industries.

To address this challenge, Mote partnered with the State of Florida through the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) to estab-
lish the Florida Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Initiative. This Initiative, is an independent and coordinated effort among public 
and private research entities to develop prevention, control and mitigation technologies and approaches that will decrease the impacts of Florida red tide.

Since its inception in 2019 in response to the devastating 2018–2019 red tide bloom, the Initiative has funded more than 50 external partners, sup-
ported over 40 projects, and examined hundreds of compounds and mitigation technologies. Among these, three are now in the field deployment testing 
stage, with several others advancing toward pilot-scale testing. Field trials allow for the collection of in-water data under field conditions, building upon 
the laboratory research with natural ecosystem components from Mote’s state-of-the-art HAB testing facility.

England Aquarium, and multiple rehabilitation facilities across the state 
work together to ensure turtles receive the care they need. Once stabilized, 
the turtles are distributed among rehabilitation centers, including Mote 
Marine Laboratory, for further treatment.

Upon arrival at Mote’s Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital, the tur-
tles undergo thorough health assessments. Mote’s expert Sea Turtle 
Rehabilitation team then develops individualized treatment plans based 
on each turtle’s condition. Over the next several days, the turtles are slowly 
warmed, with their tank water temperature increasing by approximately 
3–4 degrees per day until it reaches the optimal range of 79-80 degrees. 
They are closely monitored to ensure they can lift their heads above the 
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
NEW LOCATION!  VISIT US BEHIND THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 5390 GULF OF MEXICO DR.,  STE. 105! 
             CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Turtles, from page 1
water to breathe properly (clearing) and regain full use of their flippers. If a turtle cannot 
breathe on its own, it is dry-docked while it regains strength.

During their stay, the turtles receive a complex diet consisting of capelin, squid, shrimp, 
lettuce, and seagrass. As they recover, they are gradually introduced to Environmental 
Enrichment Devices (EEDs), which help them reacclimate to the marine environment prior 
to release. Supportive care—including fluid therapy, antibiotics if needed, and careful observa-
tion—typically results in a successful recovery, allowing the turtles to return to the wild.

The last major cold-stunning event that impacted the entire state of Florida was in 2010, 
when over 5000 sea turtles were stranded. In past years, Mote has primarily rehabilitated cold-
stunned Kemp’s ridley turtles transported from New England. Once fully recovered, these 
juvenile green turtles will be released back along Florida’s East Coast.

Each group of cold-stunned turtles is given themed names to help staff track and remember 
them in the years to come. This year, the theme is birds, with names such as Owl, Raven, 
Bluejay, Finch, and Crow. To follow their rehabilitation progress, visit mote.org/hospital.

Mote’s Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Hospital had been closed for four months following the 
back-to-back hurricanes in late 2024. Severe water and wind damage forced extensive rebuild-
ing efforts, including tearing out walls, replacing pumps, and installing new appliances like 
refrigerators and washing machines. The hospital was scheduled to reopen the following 
Monday, but when FWC called for assistance, Mote’s team quickly mobilized to provide 
emergency care.

Three of the Initiative’s projects are in the field deployment stage (with several others to be 
considered over the next year) and nearing the implementation testing stage:

    CLEAR - Principal Investigator: Dr. Dana Wetzel
   CLEAR is a novel, naturally derived biocide developed by Mote’s Environmental Laboratory 

for Forensics. Harnessing the properties of natural plant-based compounds, CLEAR targets K. 
brevis with no environmental impact. CLEAR’s active ingredients are classified as Generally 
Recognized as Safe (GRAS) by the FDA, and studies show no measurable accumulation in the 
environment. The all-natural biocide degrades fully within half a day, ensuring its safety for 
marine ecosystems. Regulatory approvals from the EPA, FDACS, and DEP allow for rapid 
deployment of CLEAR in the event of a bloom. Mote has developed multiple formulations 

Red Tide, from page 1

of CLEAR to ensure versatility. Engineered particle treatments can be deployed on surface 
waters via vessel-mounted blowers, drones, or backpack sprayers. For underwater applications, 
remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) or autonomous underwater vehicles (AUVs) deliver the liq-
uid form directly into blooms. This liquid application may also be deployed sub-surface with a 
specially equipped boat. CLEAR-embedded dissolvable beads provide sustained protection for 
30-60 days, ideal for canals, marinas, and other vulnerable areas. This multi-faceted approach 
ensures targeted and effective mitigation.

    Xtreme - Principal Investigator: Dr. Rich Pierce
Xtreme is a natural, non-toxic water treatment product developed by Heartland Energy 

Group. Previously used for blue-green algae (a freshwater HAB), Xtreme has demonstrated 
significant effectiveness against K. brevis. Lab testing and mesocosm experiments at Mote con-
firmed Xtreme’s ability to reduce red tide cells and brevetoxins while posing no harm to marine 
life, including commercially important clams. Xtreme offers a natural solution that could help 
control blooms. This product is deployed by a large handheld sprayer.

    Ozonix - Principal Investigator: Dr. Rich Pierce
 OZONIX® is a patented, chemical-free water treatment technology that combines several 

processes to eliminate K. brevis cells and their toxins. It uses hydrodynamic cavitation (a 
process that creates bubbles in the water to break apart harmful substances), ozone injection 
(adding ozone gas to the water, which helps break down toxins), ultrasonic acoustic cavitation 
(using sound waves to create bubbles that break down harmful materials), and electrochemical 
oxidation (a process where electricity helps remove contaminants). These techniques work by 
running large hoses into the water that are connected to a trailer outfitted with a complex water 
system. Together, these techniques effectively address the red tide algae and its toxins. This 
mobile technology has been used successfully in demanding industries for over 20 years and is 
now being adapted for red tide mitigation. Mote’s studies demonstrate that Ozonix effectively 
destroys red tide and toxins without harming marine organisms. With its mobility, scalability, 
and ability to rapidly deploy, Ozonix can treat large volumes of water, preventing blooms from 
expanding into severe outbreaks.

“Our work through the Red Tide Initiative demonstrates the power of innovation, collabo-
ration, and scientific rigor in addressing a complex environmental issue,” said Dr. Michael P. 
Crosby, President & CEO of Mote Marine Laboratory. “The technologies we are advancing 
will have a lasting impact on Florida’s environment and communities, and we are grateful for 
the continued support from the State of Florida and our research partners.”
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3621 SAN REMO TER | SARAOSTA
$9,750,000 – Under Construction

5 Beds 7 Baths 5,328 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

        Jules Mackie     Tracey Stetler      Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan     Patrick DiPinto    Rene DiPinto    Steven Moore     Janet Coughlin                    

549 SLOOP LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,900,000- Country Club Shores

4 Beds 5 Baths 4,127 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler  941-266-9001

551 SOUTH POLK DRIVE | LIDO BEACH
$3,749,000 - Canal Access & Boat Lift
Walk to St. Armands and Lido Beach

3 Beds 3 Baths 2,565 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

4844 BRYWILL CIRCLE | SAPPHIRE SHORES
$1,699,999

3 Beds 3 Baths 2,672 Sq. Ft. with Casita
Contact: Jules Mackie 773-704-1438

109 N WARBLER LANE | BIRD KEY
$10,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 5,292 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

569-571 CHANNEL LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$1,050,000 – 2-Family Lot

1st floor storm damage/Repair/Rebuild
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922

5444 GULF OF MEXICO DR | LONGBOAT KEY
$6,900,000 - Bayfront 1.06 Acres

5 Beds, 5 Baths, 6,000 Sq. Ft.
Contact:  Tracey Stetler 941-266.9001

3927 SOMERSET DRIVE | SIESTA KEY
$2,325,000

3 Beds 3 Baths 2,758 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Jules Mackie 773-704-14383

3480 BAYOU SOUND | LONGBOAT KEY
$4,999,999 - Newly Built Construction

5 Beds 4 Baths 4,000 Sq. Ft., Deeded Beach Rights
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922 

We are a collaboration of savvy real estate professionals with decades of local experience. We focus on selling exceptional 
properties located in downtown and on our local islands. We represent buyers and sellers in our marketplace with a unique 

viewpoint, as we live in the communities that we sell. This local perspective makes us experts in our field, allowing us to 
provide you all the information for you and your family to make the best decision in your real estate endeavor.

   OVER $150,000,000 VOLUME IN THE PAST 18 MONTHS

1212 CENTER PLACE | LIDO SHORES
$6,995,000 – New Construction

5 Beds 6 Baths 4750 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

6489 GULFSIDE ROAD | LONGBOAT KEY
$16,995,000 - Under Construction

4 Beds 5 Baths 6,614 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Patrick DiPinto 941-323-0033

3408 FAIR OAKS LANE | LONGBOAT KEY
$3,249,000 - Bay Isles

5 Beds 5 Baths 4,510 Sq. Ft.
Contact: Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan 941-928-2922
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EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Construction Labor
To: Longboat Key Commission
As far as I have seen over the past thirty years on LBK, the great majority of builders are hav-

ing difficulty hiring qualified workers. I believe most of the foundation, framing and roofing 
work is being performed by Latino workers. I assume some of these people are undocumented. 
Will deporting law abiding, tax paying workers impact recovery efforts?

Gene Jaleski 
Longboat Key

NAVD Canal Measurements
To: Longboat Key Planner Tate Taylor 
The Town has not established a fixed reference point for measuring the vertical datum of 

Longboat’s canals.
Julie Anderson
Officer Manager Public Works
Town of Longboat Key
 

NAVD Canal Measurements
To: Chris Sachs
I am forwarding your inquiry to Julie, Office Manager at our Public Works (PW’s) 

Department as they work with the canals in the Town. Perhaps in the meantime you could 
send along the contact information of the Surveyor in case PW’s has some follow-up questions.

Tate Taylor
Town Planner
Town of Longboat Key
  

See Letters, page 8

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:

• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to…  
our newly renovated dining room

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:30 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!
2023 

View our Menu
Reservations

Suggested

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7
Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store

2025 Specials
20% off Bottles of Wine Daily

Restaurant and Deli
Best Brunch on Longboat Key

$12 Double Mimosa $10 Bloody Mary
Happy Hour 3-6, Drink Specials

Nightly Dinner Specials

Harry’s Caymus Wine Dinner
Thursday, February 6th, 2025 

Upcoming Events

Harry’s Deli 
Valentine’s Day Special
Three Course Dinner TOGO
Pick up at Harry’s Take-Out Deli
Please order 48 Hours in advance.
Available for Pick Up February 13th & 14th
 

View our Menu
Reservations
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Available for Pick Up February 13th & 14th

Harry’s Deli
Valentine’s Day Special
Three Course Dinner TOGO
Pick up at Harry’s Take-Out Deli
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6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchoflbk.org

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Worship With Us at Our Church
Sunday Service 10:00 AM

Dr. Julia Wharff Piermont, Pastor
Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00

Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

WINTER CONCERT SERIES
CONCERTS ARE FREE  •  VISITORS & RESIDENTS WELCOME

SUNDAY • FEBRUARY 16, 2025 • 2:00 PM
 VALENTINES CONCERT featuring

The highly acclaimed Astralis 
Chamber Ensemble presents over 
sixty recitals each season at venues 
across the eastern United States. 
The husband and wife duo, Angela 
Massey (flute) and Kris Marshall 
(trumpet), have been performing 
together for over a decade and are 
one of the most active ensembles 
for this pairing worldwide. Caroline 
Owen will be joining them on piano 
to present a brilliant program of 
Romantic works for Valentine’s Day.

The concert, “Fantaisie d’Amour,” will include an audience favorite 
written for the ensemble by Andrey Rubtsov, a French Suite by Widor, 

and an exciting trio by Jim Stephenson. Please join us for what will be 
a memorable afternoon of music enchantment.

New Home? Renovati on?

CALL for a free in-home consulati on —  941-320-7019
BRINGLEBLINDS.LBK@GMAIL.COM

BRINGLESBLINDS.COM

BLINDS  •  SHADES  •  SHUTTERS

Call BRINGLES BLINDS LBK Today!

HEADQUARTERED ON LONGBOAT KEY, WE ARE EFFICIENT, 
REASONABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY — JUST ASK OUR 

DOZENS OF LOCAL REFERENCES.



www.lbknews.com Friday, Jamuary 31, 2025  Page 5

The World’s only 100% Carbon Neutral charter company.
All pilots and aircrafts adhere to ARGUs safety standards, and FAA regulations

BEYOND FIRST CLASSTM

PRIVATE BUSINESS AND LEISURE TRAVEL

SEAMLESS
Luxury Ground Transportation

EFFICIENCY
Spend Time Where it Matters

EXTRAORDINARY
Personal Concierge

Connecting you to Premier Global Destinations Worldwide including:
SARASOTA | TAMPA | NAPLES | PALM BEACH | MIAMI

 Offering an Extensive fleet of Light to Super Mid-Size Jets.  Turbo Props and Helicopters.
Pilot Owned.  Empty leg flights with flexible schedules available.
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Pd by CSTF

WineTimes

Wine dinners afford the opportunity to taste a variety 
of wines from (generally) the same vineyard when paired 
by a chef to a series of dishes. Wine tastings, say the 2025 
Butcher’s Block 12th Annual Grand Tent Tasting in Sarasota 
FL, allow people interested in wine the chance to sample a 
hundred or more wines. Winemakers, importers. distribu-
tors, and their reps pour wines at tables and patiently answer 
questions from attendees holding out wine glasses like nest-
lings holding their beaks open and ready for their parents to 
feed them. At some tables the same questions arise.

“Do you have a sweet wine?” a woman in her early forties 
asks at the Treasury Wine Group Table 13 as her two friends 
hover behind her. The Treasury rep stands behind a selection of Australian Penfolds Cab/Shiraz 
and California Stags Leap Petite Sirah, and BV Rutherford Reserve Cab. “Very few if any of 
the wines at this tasting will have enough sugar to make them sweet,” the rep answers with no 
hint of condescension. “You might want to try California Chardonnay or Pinot Noir, some of 
them have fruit flavors that taste sweet, or II believe that I saw an Italian Ripasso or a Moscato 
dessert wine on the wine list. The Moscato will have a heavy dose of residual sugar that will 
satisfy any sweet tooth.”

Indeed, Trinchero Family Estates did not bring their lucrative Sutter Home White Zinfandel 
or Ménage à Trois Dolce sweet wines to the tasting, opting instead to introduce wines from 
Northern Spain regions of the Ribera del Duero, Rioja, Priorat, and Rias Baixas. Good choices, 
we have to admit.

In a similar move, Hess wines stepped up from its mass market wines to its mid-to-upper 
tier priced wines for this tasting. In addition to five premium Cabernet Sauvignon and red 
blend wines, the Hess reps poured a 2021 Sonoma Coast “Mardikian” Pinot Noir ($100) from 
a select plot. This wine and the 2022 Willamette Valley Vineyards Bernau Block Pinot Noir 
($53) from Oregon rival the premier Burgundy red wines that we have tasted in France.

Other stars of the tasting deserve special mention. The Duckhorn Vineyard Goldeneye Rosé 
Brut ($25) from California, the Babylonstoren Mourvedre Rosé ($19) from South Africa, and 
the Trinchero Terras Gauda Albarino O’Rosai ($20), an “Örange” wine, worked well as refresh-
ing preludes to numerous flinty white wines and robust red wines that dominated the wine list. 
Tom Hannon, a Sarasota resident representing Tuscany Distributors of Orlando FL, brought 
several worthy contributors to the scope of the tasting: the 2020 Genetie  Illuminé Bourgogne 
(Blanc) ($25), a lovely aged Chardonnay from Burgundy with characteristic peach and floral 
nectar tastes; a 2021 Boscaini Carlo Valpolicella Ripasso ($24), made from Northern Italian 
fruit dried to raisin sweetness prior to fermentation; and, the 2021 Ca’Montebello di Scarani 
Luigi Barbera ($26) from Lombardy in Italy, with flavors of cherries and spices.

 Among the other notable white wines, the 2021 Ceretto Arneis Langhe Blange ($19), the 
2023 Willamette Valley Pinot Noir Blanc ($29), and the 2022 DelIlle Chaleur Blanc ($23) 
white Bordeau blend of Sauvignon Blanc and Sémillon from Washington State. 

The dominant wine variety in the tasting, Cabernet Sauvignon, comprising about a quarter 
of the wines on the list, can be found in the tip tier price section of any fine wine shop. No 
bargains there …. You will find better values in the 2021 Hartford Court Pinot Noir ($35) 
from the Russian River of California and the 2021 Bele Glos Dairyman Pinot Noir ($40) from 
the same Russian River region as the Hartford Court.

The Butcher’s Block has stocked these wines and others that ne would struggle to find else-
where in areas other than the major urban centers. Ask for discounted Tent Tasting prices when 
adding quality wines to your cellar.

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Wine Tasting Notes
“Very few if any of the wines at this tasting will have enough sugar to make them sweet.”

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Elevate your leisure time with unparalleled experiences.

As a member you’ll enjoy:

• Championship Golf
• Pickleball & Tennis

• Private Beach & Pool
• Spa & Wellness Center

• Deep-Water Marina
• Five Exclusive Restaurants

Contact membership@longboatkeyclub.com or (941)387-1661 for a tour.

LEARN MORE

NAVD Canal Measurements
To: Longboat Key Planner Tate Taylor 
A number of Country Club Shore residents, as well as a contractor and local surveyor have 

asked if the Town of LBK has established a fixed reference point or “gage datum” for measuring 
the vertical datum (NAVD) of Longboat’s canals. (This is of particular interest to me as well, 
given I will be providing an “as built” survey upon completion of my new seawall)! Thanks and 
I hope your 2025 has gotten off to a good start.

Chris Sachs
Longboat Key 

Comments Regarding Revised Boat Lift Height Proposal
To: Longboat Key Commission
We would like to make some comments in regard to the upcoming Commission meeting 

and agenda item related to the height of boat lifts.
Given the significant impact this proposed change would have on the Key, it seems impor-

tant that the Commission not rush into a change but instead allow sufficient time for careful 
consideration of the issues involved.  

Over the years Longboat Key has prided itself on assuring that property owners and the 
Key’s views were protected by passing building height and other restrictions. These protective 
measures were brought about through careful consideration of often conflicting needs. The St. 
Regis serves as a prime example of discussion and compromise resulting in an outcome that 
helped maintain Longboat’s standards.

The current proposed boat lift height change would greatly affect the look of the Key and 
directly impact waterfront properties and property owners.  Many residents have not yet had 
time to digest the proposal recently approved by the Planning Board, complicated by the fact 
that many of those that will be impacted remain distracted with post storm home restoration.

The current proposal recommends changing the allowable height of a boat lift from 5 feet 
above a specific surface to 11 feet above mean high water.  This is a large change, and notably 
now would exclude guides and motors from the height restriction.  Certainly boats placed on 
lifts this high would block the view of many residents.  The lifted boats will affect neighboring 
properties, not just the lift owner’s property, as views up and down the waterfront will also be 
significantly impacted.

The selection of the new height proposed warrants further discussion.  Why should 
Longboat go this high?  What are the pros and cons, including the risks associated with 
hurricane winds on boats lifted to these heights?  Does this increase the hazard potential to 
neighboring properties?

A reasonable discussion might include raising the height from five to seven feet, with the 

lifted height of boats being restricted to the five feet on a normal basis and permitted to be 
elevated during storm conditions.  It seems questionable that any new height limits should be 
based on outlier conditions or that such heights should be allowed in non-storm times.  

Clearly many boats, and many homes, were damaged from the extreme surge and wind 
conditions of this year’s hurricane season. The height of a lifted boat is one factor to consider 
in terms of this boat damage, but other factors should be recognized as well.  These other fac-
tors include ones that are under an owner’s control such as properly securing a vessel during 
storm warnings, utilizing appropriate strength hurricane straps, and maintaining lifts of proper 
strength.

We are sympathetic with all our neighbors who suffered lost or damaged boats, and lost or 
damaged homes.  

Yet we firmly believe that approving the proposal as currently worded in response to these 
losses is not the appropriate solution.

We look forward to an active discussion at the upcoming Town Meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Kip and Cathy Becker
Longboat Key

Comments Regarding Revised Boat Lift Height Proposal
To: Cathy Becker
There is no address with this letter. Helpful since you are talking about your dock.
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Concerns on Proposed Boat Lift Pole Height Increase
To: Longboat Key Commission
We are writing to express our concerns regarding the proposal set to be voted on next week, 

which would allow the height of poles supporting boat lift motors to increase from the cur-
rent 5 feet above the dock surface to 11 feet. While we understand the motivation behind this 
proposal, particularly considering recent hurricanes such as Helene and Milton, we strongly 
believe that this decision is being made too quickly and without sufficient input or consider-
ation of the broader impact on our community.

Longboat Key has invested millions to remove utility poles and install underground power 
lines to preserve the aesthetic beauty of our island. Allowing boat lift poles to more than double 
in height would work directly against these efforts, creating what we believe to be unnecessary 
“pole pollution.” The visual impact of an additional six feet would be significant, making these 

Letters, from page 4

Editor Letters

See Letters, page 12
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100 North Tamiami Trail  |  Sarasota, FL 34236  |  Kepecz@JudyHays.com  |  www.LongboatKeyLuxury.com

Emerald Harbor

6011 Emerald Harbour Drive - $2,495,000 
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,929 sq. ft. 
6011EmeraldHarborDr.com

Gulf Front Estate

5941 Gulf of Mexico Drive - $8,800,000 
Lot Size 100 x 465 sq. ft. 

5941GulfOfMexicoDr.com

L’Ambiance

415 L’Ambiance Drive #A401 - $5,890,000 
415 L’Ambiance Drive #A801 - $7,500,000 
LAmbianceA401.com - LAmbianceA801.com

Sanctuary

575 Sanctuary Drive #A303 - $1,999,000 
3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 1,823 sq. ft. 

SanctuaryA303.com

Water Club

1241 Gulf of Mexico Drive #105 - $2,575,000 
3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,585 sq. ft. | FURNISHED 

WaterClub105.com 

Tangerine Bay Club

350 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211 - $1,078,000 
3 Beds | 2.5 Baths | 2,394 sq. ft. 

Tangerine211.com

Siesta KeySiesta Key

3500 Bayou Louise Lane - $10,000,000 
5 Beds | 5.5 Baths | 6,300 sq. ft. 

3500BayouLouise.com

$25,000 Bonus through March 31, 2025 
with Broker’s Approval –  

Plus the Seller will pay 3% Commission 
to Buyer’s Agent!

Regency House

435 S. Gulfstream Ave #1004 - $1,128,000 
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,829 sq. ft. 

RegencyHouse1004.com

1211 Gulf of Mexico Drive #211 - $2,300,000 
3 Beds | 3 Baths | 2,273 sq. ft. 

Promenade211.com

L’Elegance

1800 Ben Franklin Drive #A403 - $949,000 
2 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,350 sq. ft. | Furnished 

LElegance403.com

PromenadePromenade

Aria

2251 Gulf of Mexico Drive #204 - $7,999,000 
3 Beds | 3.5 Baths | 4,032 sq. ft. 

Aria204.com 
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Jan. 24
Cleaning

3:30 p.m.
Officer Ericsson and Officer Miklos were dispatched to 

Bay Isles Parkway regarding a verbal disturbance. Upon 
arrival, officers contacted the manager of the cleaners. The 
manager and another man were involved in a verbal argu-
ment over two pairs of pants that were lost by the cleaner. 
The manager said he paid the customer by check for one 
pair of pants that were lost but the second pair was located 
and returned to the man. The manager further stated it 
was the cleaner’s policy which is written on the back of 
each ticket that their business is not responsible for lost 
articles. The manager agreed to pay for one pair of pants, 
but denied paying for the second pair, which upset the 
customer. The customer was irate and demanded to be paid for the second pair of pants or else 
he would not leave. The customer stated the second pair of pants they claimed were his, did 
not belong to him. Officer Miklos reminded the customer of the business’s policy regarding 
lost items and advised him the issue was civil in nature. Furthermore, Officer Miklos advised 
the customer that it was in his best interest to leave the business voluntarily without further 
incident. The customer left voluntarily with two pairs of pants and the check given to him by 
the manager. The incident was civil in nature and no offense occurred. Case clear.

Case clear
10:30 p.m.
Officer Maple while on patrol conducted a speed enforcement at the 400 block of Gulf of 

Mexico Drive and witnessed a northbound dark colored vehicle traveling at a visually estimated 
speed of 50 mph. Later identified as a black Chevy Malibu whose speed was measured at 50 
mph in a 35 mph.  Officer Maple made contact with the driver who said he did not have his 
Driver’s License as he left his wallet at home. When asked the status of his Driver’s License, 
the driver said it was suspended. The man was processed and released in the field with a uni-
formed traffic citation and scheduled to appear in Sarasota County Court. While completing 
processing, the driver advised his family member who had a valid license was going to remove 
the vehicle from the scene. The driver was again advised not to drive until his possessed a valid 
driver’s license. The driver was also issued a written warning for his speed violation for which 
he was originally stopped. Case clear.

Jan. 25
Guard

5:30 p.m.
Officer Martinson was dispatched to Bay Isles on a call of a citizen assist. Upon arrival, 

Officer Martinson met with the security officer inside the gate house. The security guard stated 
that approximately 5:30 p.m., a man riding a bike was not paying attention and rode right into 
the down gate arm. The guard stated the man was not injured and was no longer on scene. The 
guard said the bicyclist’s name and where he lived. The guard said the gate was not damaged 
and it just needed to be popped back on with a new plastic bolt. The guard said he needed a 
police report to document the incident. Case clear.

Jan. 26
Noise

10:52 a.m.
Officer Ericsson was dispatched to Hibiscus Way and Poinsettia Avenue on a noise distur-

bance. Upon arrival, Officer Ericsson contacted the caller who said there was construction 
work being done on Hibiscus Way. Officer Ericsson advised the caller that the current Town 
Ordinance allows for construction to be done on Sundays through the end of January due to 
the recent hurricanes. He said he understood and thanked him for the information. Case clear.

Fishing
12:20 p.m.
Officer Ericsson was dispatched to Longboat Drive 

East on a trespassing involving multiple parties fishing on 
the caller’s dock. The caller was watching the individuals 
via surveillance system. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson, 
Officer Miklos and Officer Ericsson observed five people 
leaving the property with fishing equipment. Officers 
contacted the five mentioned subjects who stated they 
were leaving. The caller said he had permission from the 
next door neighbor to be on their property and admit-
ted he should not have been on the caller’s dock. Officer 
Ericsson advised the group that they should not enter 
someone’s property without an invitation or permission. 
Officer Ericsson contacted the caller and advised him of 
the conversation with the group and he said he just wanted 

everyone to leave. Case clear.

Jan. 27
Cars

11:51 a.m.
Officer Van Dyke responded to Bay Isles Parkway in reference to an illegally parked car haul-

er. Upon arrival, Officer Van Dyke observed a man standing near a car hauler titled ‘Classic 
Car Hauler’ parked in the outside lane of Bay Isles Parkway. As Officer Van Dyke approached, 
the man inquired where he could park such a large vehicle. Officer Van Dyke advised the 
subject that a car hauler’s are directed to load/unload near Bay isles Road. The subject was glad 
to be educated. The driver was also excited that it’s a safer alternative to attempting a U-turn 
on Gulf of Mexico Drive as well. Officer Van Dyke stayed on scene until the vehicle left the 
scene and relocated. Case clear.

Buoys
4:34 p.m.
Sgt. Montfort was contacted by Chief Rubino who stated that Town Commissioner Gary 

Coffin observed several crab traps in the channel near the Quick Point Preserve. Sgt. Montfort 
deployed the patrol boat from the south end boat lift and observed numerous blue buoys float-
ing in the channel. The channel was poorly marked due to the hurricane damage, however, the 
traps still did pose as a hazard to navigation. Sgt. Montfort observed the numerous buoys to 
be blue in color. Sgt. Montfort noted the GPS coordinates and made contact with the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife who will have a representative will further investigate. Case clear.

Jan. 28
Trespassing

10:39 a.m.
Officer Pescuma was dispatched to Bay Isles Parkway in reference to a vehicle that accessed 

the gate without authorization. Upon arriving on scene, Officer Pescuma spoke with the secu-
rity guard at the shack who said that a man in a dark colored pickup truck was going to Bayou 
Circle and was not int eh computer system to be granted access, but proceeded through the 
gate anyway. Officer Pescuma asked the guard if the subject was conducting work at the house 
of if he was a friend/relative of the homeowner in which she was unaware. She attempted to 
call the homeowner with negative results. Officer Pescuma proceeded to Bayou Circle where 
he observed a Gray Ford Pickup truck and two men in the garage. Officer Pescuma made 
contact with the homeowner and his nephew who was driving and had permission to be on 
the property, however he just got back into town and has yet to add his nephew to the access 
list. The homeowner stated that he will provide proper documentation to the front gate staff 
to avoid further complications. Officer Pescuma advised the complainant of the findings and 
she was pleased that the guard of his findings and she was pleased that the homeowner will 
add his nephew to the access list. 

Noise
8:22 p.m.
Officer Troyer responded to St. Judes Drive for a report of a noise complaint. Upon arrival, 

Officer Troyer did not hear much music coming from the residence. Officer Troyer spoke with 
the caller to which the caller reported the neighbor whom was identified through previous 
contact, turned the music down. The caller said the music was previously loud which was why 
he called, but he did not find the music currently annoying or loud. Officer Troyer arrived at 
the residence and knocked multiple times and finally spoke with the homeowner and said to 
turn the music down to which he complied. Officer Troyer observed music coming from the 
residence, however the music did not appear to be an ordinance violation. Case clear.

Jan. 29
Driver’s license

8:51 a.m.
Officer Miklos while on patrol in the 4400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive, observed a gray 

Nissan truck traveling southbound with no headlights. At the time, there was a weather alert 
for dense fog in the area. As Officer Miklos got behind the vehicle, and noticed vehicles travel-
ing northbound flick their headlights at the Nissan truck. At the time, Officer Miklos initiated 
a traffic stop on the truck via emergency lights and met with the driver. Officer Miklos advised 
the driver the reason for the stop. The driver advised he did not have a driver’s license and has 
not had one since around 1992 due to legal issues. The driver provided a Florida ID card. He 
advised his son was enroute to pick up the vehicle with a valid license. The driver was issued 
a Manatee County Court date and was issued a warning for operating a vehicle without head-
lights during dense fog. The driver acknowledged his mandatory court appearance through 
signature. Case clear.
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JEFF 
RHINELANDER

941-685-3590
Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

443F John Ringling Blvd.  •   Sarasota, FL 34236

COURTNEY 
TARANTINO
941-893-7203

courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com

 410 MEADOW LARK DRIVE, SARASOTA  •  $3,550,000
4BR/2.5BA  •  3,257 SF 

605 WILD TURKEY LANE,  SARASOTA  • $2,090,000
 3BR/2.5BA  •  2,200 SF  •  CORNER LOT

BIRD KEY - NOW SOLD

BIRD KEY 

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES

585 GUNWALE LANE • LONGBOAT KEY
3BR /3.5BA  •  OPEN WATER  •  $5,995,000

 1800 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR., #B507, SARASOTA  • $2,200,000
3BR/3BA  •  1,980 SF 

L’ELEGANCE - NOW PENDING

  
            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

61 S WASHINGTON DR
526 N SPOONBILL DR
465 CLEVELAND DR
3596 FAIR OAKS LN
5635 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#103
3060 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#111
3605 FAIR OAKS PL
3453 WINDING OAKS DR Unit#27
4485 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#803
2089 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#G1-203
1930 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#122

8,691
2,762
1,924
3,416
1,786
2,925
3,713
2,608
1,022
1,214
1,192

$6,895,000 
$3,400,000 
$1,395,000 
$2,495,000 
$1,695,000 
$1,699,000 
$1,490,000 
$1,150,000 
$989,000 
$749,000 
$649,000

109
4
15
11
13
311
29
388
36
28
176

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

3
0
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
1
0

8
2
2
3
2
3
3
3
2
2
2

7
3
2
4
2
3
4
3
2
2
2

$5,450,000 
$3,150,000 
$1,275,000 
$2,395,000 
$1,450,000 
$1,400,000 
$1,400,000 
$1,050,000 
$960,000 
$681,497 
$625,000

KeyRealEstate

61 S WASHINGTON DR
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Letters, from page 8

Editor Letters
structures far more noticeable and detracting from the scenic 
waterfront that residents and visitors alike appreciate.

As a boat owner, I currently have a 24.5-foot fishing boat 
with a hardtop. Even with the existing 5-foot pole height 
restriction, the top of my boat reaches approximately 10 
feet in the air when lifted. If the proposed 11-foot poles are 
approved, boats could be positioned 16 feet or more above the 
dock, creating a much larger visual obstruction—especially for 
those with vessels closer to the 30-foot lift limit. Larger boats 
also tend to have wider beams, further increasing their visual 
impact and the potential for blocking or impeding neighbors’ 
waterfront views.

Additionally, we question the basis for selecting an 11-foot 
height. When Hurricane Helene struck, the 7-foot storm 
surge was the highest ever recorded on Longboat Key. While 
my boat remained secure due to proper preparation, my lift’s 
electronics and motor were damaged. A neighbor’s boat, how-
ever, was lost due to inadequate securing—highlighting the 
importance of preparation rather than just pole height. When 
Hurricane Milton threatened the island with a projected 
15-foot surge, we were fortunate that this did not materialize. 
But even if it had, 11-foot poles would not have guaranteed 
protection. This raises the concern that such a drastic change 
is an overcorrection based on a worst-case scenario that has 
not yet occurred.

If additional height is deemed necessary, a more measured 
approach should be taken—perhaps an increase of one or two 

feet rather than a full six feet. The residents of Longboat Key 
have the means to prepare for storms, and while no precaution 
is foolproof, it seems excessive to implement such a dramatic 
change for an event that may never occur again. We must 
also consider the unintended consequences of this proposal, 
including the impact on property values and the overall aes-
thetic of our waterfront.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Commission to 
delay this decision, allow for more resident input, and explore 
alternative solutions that balance storm preparedness with the 
preservation of our community’s beauty.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We appreciate 
your service to Longboat Key and look forward to a thought-
ful discussion on this important matter.

James Glen Brown and Valerie Brown
Longboat Key
 

Comments Regarding Revised Boat 
Lift Height Proposal

To: Longboat Key Commission
We would like to make some comments in regard to the 

upcoming Commission meeting and agenda item related to 
the height of boat lifts.

Given the significant impact this proposed change would 
have on the Key, it seems important that the Commission not 
rush into a change but instead allow sufficient time for careful 
consideration of the issues involved.  

Over the years Longboat Key has prided itself on assuring 

that property owners and the Key’s views were protected by 
passing building height and other restrictions. These protec-
tive measures were brought about through careful consid-
eration of often conflicting needs. The St. Regis serves as a 
prime example of discussion and compromise resulting in an 
outcome that helped maintain Longboat’s standards.

The current proposed boat lift height change would greatly 
affect the look of the Key and directly impact waterfront prop-
erties and property owners.  Many residents have not yet had 
time to digest the proposal recently approved by the Planning 
Board, complicated by the fact that many of those that will be 
impacted remain distracted with post storm home restoration.

The current proposal recommends changing the allowable 
height of a boat lift from 5 feet above a specific surface to 11 
feet above mean high water.  This is a large change, and nota-
bly now would exclude guides and motors from the height 
restriction.  Certainly boats placed on lifts this high would 
block the view of many residents.  The lifted boats will affect 
neighboring properties, not just the lift owner’s property, as 
views up and down the waterfront will also be significantly 
impacted.

The selection of the new height proposed warrants further 
discussion.  Why should Longboat go this high?  What are the 
pros and cons, including the risks associated with hurricane 
winds on boats lifted to these heights?  Does this increase the 
hazard potential to neighboring properties?

A reasonable discussion might include raising the height 
from five to seven feet, with the lifted height of boats being 
restricted to the five feet on a normal basis and permitted to be 
elevated during storm conditions.  It seems questionable that 
any new height limits should be based on outlier conditions 
or that such heights should be allowed in non-storm times.  

Clearly many boats, and many homes, were damaged from 
the extreme surge and wind conditions of this year’s hurricane 
season. The height of a lifted boat is one factor to consider in 
terms of this boat damage, but other factors should be recog-
nized as well.  These other factors include ones that are under 
an owner’s control such as properly securing a vessel during 
storm warnings, utilizing appropriate strength hurricane 
straps, and maintaining lifts of proper strength.

We are sympathetic with all our neighbors who suffered lost 
or damaged boats, and lost or damaged homes.  

Yet we firmly believe that approving the proposal as cur-
rently worded in response to these losses is not the appropriate 
solution.

We look forward to an active discussion at the upcoming 
Town Meeting.

Kip and Cathy Becker
Longboat Key

Comments Regarding Revised Boat 
Lift Height Proposal

To: Cathy Becker
Please attend our meeting on Monday, February 3 begin-

ning at 1 p.m. at Town Hall.
Ken Schneier
Mayor, Town of Longboat Key

Spanish Main Update
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
A handful of permits were issued yesterday so perhaps the 

rest will follow quickly. All we are doing is drywall 48” high 
so it’s not like we are asking for permission to build a nuclear 
reactor. I know the Town Staff are working overtime. Perhaps 
all these issues will be part of the Milton lessons learned dis-
cussions. Thank you for you help!

Tom Freiwald
Longboat Key

Spanish Main Update
To: Tom Freiwald
Has the FEMA paperwork been submitted with the permit 

requests?
BJ Bishop
Commissioner, Town of Longboat Key

Spanish Main Update
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
We still do not have any permits.
Tom Freiwald
Longboat Key

Durante Park Walkway
To: Longboat Key Assistant Town Manager Issac Brownman
I know you and now  Charlie have a lot of high priorities 

See Letters, page 15
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THE EDUCATION CENTER AT TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL
567 Bay Isles Road, Longboat Key, FL 34228

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.TBIeducationcenter.org
For a brochure or inquiries call: (941) 383-8222

or email  Admin@tbieducationcenter.org

Many Programs Available on Zoom.

43
35

55
-1

LECTURE SERIES
PAINTING  CURRENT EVENTS  

QIGONG   YOGA    MEDITATION  
BRIDGE    MAH JONGG    CANASTA  

SUPREME COURT  AMERICAN HISTORY  
LITERATURE & POETRY  MOVIE & BOOK GROUPS  

MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION   JAZZ NIGHTS  
MORNING FORUMS  THEOLOGY  WORLD POLITICS  

FILM FESTIVALS   THEATRICAL PERFORMANCES  
AUTOBIOGRAPHY   iPHONE & iPAD  BIRDING   

NATURE WALKS   WELLNESS  
LANGUAGES   SUNDAY CONCERTS  

BROADWAY BIOS CRAFTS  
SPECIAL ONE-TIME EVENTS  

& MUCH MORE!
Everything Under The Sun To Learn & Enjoy

2024-2025

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

SUSAN GOLDFARB
Contributing Writer
goldfarb@lbknews.com

Vocalist Decyo McDuffie sings Nat King Cole favorites on January 15, 5-6:30.

Do you yearn to learn? Leonardo Da Vinci said, “Learning is the only thing the mind never 
fears and never regrets.” Do you want your spirits lifted with wonder-
ful concerts? Does your body need more physical exercise to maintain 
your health and vitality?  The Education Center at Temple Beth Israel 
is in full gear for February and offers a vast array of programs to satisfy 
every need and desire for adult enrichment. 

February is the busiest month of the year at The Education Center. 
A handful of programs such as Watercolor, Literary Gems, Chair Yoga, 
Private Piano Lessons, Hollywood Icons, At The Movies,  Watercolor 
Etc., Advanced Intermediate Bridge,  Chair Yoga, Mixed Levels 
Yoga, Mindfulness Meditation, Qigong,  Annual Lecture Series, and 
iPHONE/iPAD, that began in January, will continue into February. 

Two of our most attended Exclusive Engagements in our Sunday 
Performing Arts Programs are presented by the engaging musical 
biographer Susan Benjamin, with gifted Cantor Jay O’Brien, and the amazing Westcoast Black 
Theatre Troupe (WBTT), directed by Nate Jacobs, founder and artistic director of the troupe.  
This year Susan and Jay, accompanied by Robert Hanson on the piano, will bring you The 
Sounds Of Simon: The Life and Music of Paul Simon on Sunday, February 16, from 3:00-4:30 
pm.  WBTT will present Men Of Soul! On Sunday, March 9, from 7:30-8:30 pm. This will 
be a rousing evening as they perform hits from the late 1960s—James Brown, Otis Redding, 
and Sam Cooke, to name a few. Temple member and Longboater Sy Goldblatt has generously 
sponsored the WBTT events for many  years for The Education Center. Both concerts will be 
followed by a complimentary champagne reception.  Also included in our Sunday Performing 
Arts Programs in February is the entertaining storyteller, musician, and public speaker, Sandy 
Moulin, presenting  Over The Moon—The Story of Johnny Mercer, on Sunday, February 9, 
from 3:00-4:15 pm. 

Wind Down Wednesdays in February will bring back the enjoyable Thomas Carabasi 
New Jazz Standards Quartet playing jazz classics by Charlie Parker, George Gershwin, Carles 
Mingus and more, on Wednesday, February 26 from 5:00-6:30 pm. Wine and cheese are 
included with this Jazz Happy Hour. New Orleans Jazz & More with Kid Dutch and his jazz 
artists is back Tuesday, February 18 from 7:30-9:30.  

A special art exhibition to honor The Highwaymen, African American landscape artists who 
sold their work from the trunks of their cars along the eastern coastal roads in Florida, will be 

A special art exhibition to honor The Highwaymen, African American landscape artists who 
sold their work from the trunks of their cars along the eastern coastal roads in Florida, will be 
on view from February 10-16.

What’s Happening at The Education Center?

on view from February 10-16. Twenty-two artists will be represented. The paintings will be 
provided by an anonymous collector and will be hung in the hallway as you enter the Education 
Center. This is a tribute to the artists and Black History month. For further enhancement and 
understanding of their amazing work, a lecture titled, The Art of The Highwaymen, will be 
given by art historian and lecturer Kevin Costello on Tuesday, February 11, from 3-4:30 pm.

Some highlights from our February schedule include: our annual Jewish/Israeli Film Festival, 
Hot Topics, Let’s Go Birding, The Nature Of Longboat Key, Dean Martin And Sammy Davis 
Jr., Autobiography, Great Art Heists, Irving Berlin And Harold Arlen,  Memorable And 
Enduring Speechs and much more!       

GOLDFARB

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200
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Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
CLOSED THROUGH MID-OCTOBER

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com

941.387.2200

Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
2953 Bee Ridge Road • Sarasota, FL 34239

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & 
FACIAL REJUVENATION

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Season is upon us — book 
your appointments early!

Celebrating 27 years
 on the island!

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

Scan Our Free Guides
Legacy Trail, Sarasota Bayfront, 

and the Gulf Islands

Angelo Pompetti Bonetti

200 Central Ave.
Suite 11

941.297.8991 
www.menshaircustsarasota.com

Professional men’s barber services.
At our salon or at your residence 

on Longboat or Lido Key.
Call or text for appointments.

L  ved againL  
Boutique

UPSCALE WOMEN’S CONSIGNMENT STORE

4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8 • Sarasota
BESIDE TRADER JOE’S

941.702.8159

• JOHNNY WAS
• HERMES

HIGH END CLOTHING, SHOES, AND ACCESSORIES
• CHANEL
• JIMMY CHOO

 
 

SARASOTA 
INTERIOR 
PAINTING, LLC

FULLY INSURED • OWNER OPERATED
CALL OR TEXT 941-900-9398 TODAY!

OWNER: DON HUBIAK
Instagram Page: @SarasotaInteriorPainting

 
 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR / CABINET

SARASOTA
PAINTING 

PO Box 8001
 Longboat Key, FL 34228

941-387-2200 
www.lbknews.com

Steve Reid, Editor & Publisher
sreid@lbknews.com

Associate Publisher
Melissa Reid

Columnists
Susan Goldfarb, Sig Hermansen, 
Greg Rusovich, Blake Fleetwood 

Sales
Lillian Sands
Steve Reid

ads@lbknews.com

Graphic Production
Dottie Rutledge
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Letters, from 

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 12
on your plates, but I’m again  asking about the repair  schedule  and timing for re-opening 
up the pedestrian walkways at Durante Park. As you well know, it’s one of Longboat’s premier 
walkways.  

Jack Daly
Longboat Key

Your help
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
You may or may not remember me, but I and others here at Longboat Key played tennis 

with you a few years ago. Would it be possible for you to help with the on-going “problem” 
described in the self-explanatory message I sent to Howard Tipton, at https://www.longboat-
key.org/town-government/town-manager ? I have not received any reply from him, and I 
would like to have a chance to practice and/or play tennis at either one of the Bayfront Park 
hard tennis courts. I was at the park again around 1:30 this afternoon (Monday, January 27, 
2025), but was not able to use either one of the tennis courts because of the same situation 
described below, with the exception that today one (and only one) of the six pickeball courts 
was being used and half of both tennis courts were taken by pickleball players. Thanks for 
anything you can do. 

Marcelo Crespo da Silva
Longboat Key

Your help
To: Marcelo Crespo da Silva
I will follow up with Mr. Tipton tomorrow. We are dealing with a great deal of hurricane 

issues-my home was totaled. 
BJ Bishop
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Your help
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Mark Richardson is reaching out to the Friends of Pickleball group to remind everyone that 

we support both tennis and pickleball and ask for their assistance in making everyone feel 
welcome.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key
 

Designated Parking for Handicapped Dogs
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton, Mayor Ken Schneier
In July, we started a written dialogue regarding the use of the Bayfront dog park for handi-

capped dogs. An administrative Assistant was kind enough to call me to further discuss the 
issue and how I might want to see a policy implemented and I appreciated the attention and 
problem solving. The August, September and October storms hit and there were more immedi-
ate and pressing problems and understandably, the dialogue was left hanging.  Therefore, I am 
resurrecting this issue in the hopes that we can come to a solution and I need your assistance. 

As we are getting back to normal, my problem still exists to wit: there are times I am unable 
to park near the entrance of the dog park to offload my three dogs, one of which is handi-
capped and has only three legs.  She is not able to walk a great distance and on one occasion 
I double parked and was issued a citation. The park has been such a great addition but let’s 
implement a policy/system/parking space whereby the dog park can be used for its intended 
purpose by all dogs.  Perhaps a sticker which would allow me to park in a special parking spot 
during limited hours or some other policy.  Mine is not a unique problem.  If we work together, 
I know we can find a solution  

Debi Nettlow
Longboat Key

Designated Parking for Handicapped Dogs
To: Debi Nettlow
Thank you for your message through the Town’s web portal.  Your suggestion to provide 

some dedicated parking for people who have handicapped animals is the first time I’ve had 
this request and I’ve been doing this type of work for a few years now.  You mentioned you’ve 
seen this in other areas and if you can recall where, we’d like to contact those cities to see how 
they make it work.

Whether we’re talking about able bodied people or animals, we appreciate being made aware 
of the challenges distance can make as it is your experience that increases our awareness.  Thank 
you for letting us know and we look forward to exploring how this might work.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Designated Parking for Handicapped Dogs
To: Debi Nettlow
This is something we can discuss.  Maybe a space restricted to handicapped dogs could work.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Designated Parking for Handicapped Dogs
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Thank you, Ken for your response. How do I move forward on this? As you can imagine it’s 

really crowded this time of year up until June 1 or so. I appreciate your consideration.
Debi Nettlow
Longboat Key
 

Longboat Key Undergrounding
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I apologize for my delayed response. I was stuck in a Manatee County Commission meeting 

all day yesterday, but I did have a chance to speak with Hau and discuss the remaining pieces 
of the conversion project.

Last week at the ManaSota League of Cities,  he provided Commissioner Bishop with a 
conservative timeline of “before June.” However, I am working with the team to get a firmer 
date for you. From my understanding, pole removals in phase 3 were put on hold because com-
munication lines had still not been removed (as of last week). The service to the St. Regis is 
scheduled to be completed in the next couple weeks and once that is done, we will see progress 
pick up some speed.

We are all eager to complete this project and continue to be all hands-on deck to get it across 
the finish line. I will circle back with you, Howard and Isaac as soon as I firm up the date with 
the team.

Devaney Iglesias
Area Manager
Florida Power & Light Company
 

Longboat Key Undergrounding
To: FPL Area Manager Devoney Iglesias
In advance of our February Commission meeting next Monday, I thought I would check in 

concerning the finalization of our undergrounding project on Longboat Key.  As we approach 
the 6 year mark of this program, about 50% of the island still has poles and wires along Gulf of 
Mexico Drive.  Even after the recent storm-related delays, we were led to hope this equipment 
would be largely, if not completely, removed by the end of March.  Can you confirm that is 
still the plan or if the target has been altered again?

We do appreciate the added attention and manpower that has been directed to our project in 
recent months and look forward to removal of the last overhead pole and wire.  Thanks again.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Vote on wastewater Pipeline
To: Jim Haft
Yes, thank you.  Attached is an FAQ and also a Powerpoint presentation that were developed.  

We would be happy to go over either one further, as needed.
Isaac Brownman
Assistant Town Manager , Town of Longboat Key

Vote on wastewater Pipeline
To: Jim Haft
I know there are talking points in the works. Oddly, State law allows the Town to circulate 

facts and answer questions concerning a referendum, but we can not promote a position on 
the issue, other than to say the Commission approved the

Jim:  I know there are talking points in the works. Oddly, State law allows the Town to cir-
culate facts and answer questions concerning a referendum, but we can not promote a position 
on the issue, other than to say the Commission approved the program (unanimously in this 
case).  Thanks for your help.  

Ken Schneier
Mayor, Town of Longboat Key

Vote on wastewater Pipeline
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
Could Charlie or Isaac or prepare a one-pager with a brief description of the project, why it 

must done,  how much the State Revolving Loan will save the Town  vs. alternative funding 
sources, and conclude with an “ask” for a Yes vote on March 11.  I’ll help them polish it up if 
they like. I’ll pitch, post & distribute it as widely as possible when we get a little closer to the 
election.

Jim Haft
Longboat Key
 

Vote on wastewater Pipeline
To: Jim Haft
Thanks, Jim.  Yes, a simple majority of votes cast is what is needed.  Any help you can give 

would be appreciated.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key
 
Vote on wastewater Pipeline
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
At our LBK North meeting yesterday, Isaac explained the benefits of voting YES on pipeline 

bond referendum.  I’m happy to assist in an “Education/Get out the vote” drive for this issue.   
BTW, is a simple majority vote sufficient for approval? 

James G. Haft
Longboat Key
 

Vote on wastewater Pipeline
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I was at your meeting this week. I was very impressed with the Commissioners and how 

you handled the meeting. Thanks for all you are doing. I want to let our owners at Longboat 
Key Towers know about the financing vote. Can you tell me when the vote is and if there is 
any material I can share in advance of the vote. The question that will be on the ballot would 
be a big help.

Barry Renninger
Longboat Key
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This material is based upon information that we consider to be reliable, but because it has been supplied by third parties, we cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied upon as such. 
 The offering is subject to errors, omissions, changes, including price, or withdrawal without notice.    

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250  •   LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

  BRUCE MYER
  GROUP

     CHASE MYER  (941) 315-5318                

Learn more at www.BruceMyer.com

  BRUCE MYER  (941) 376-5311          

OVER $130 MILLION SOLD IN 2024

COREY’S LANDING  •  $2,800,000
3444 MISTLETOE LANE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
4BR/3.5BA  •  2,836 SF  •  Upgraded   

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $649,000 
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #25N  

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  •  1,235 SF  •  Furnished  

WEST OF TRAIL • $2,490,000 
1886 PROSPECT STREET

SARASOTA, FL
4BR/4BA •  3,444 SF  • Built in 2016

THE MARK • $1,399,000
 111 S. PINEAPPLE AVE., #1004

SARASOTA, FL  
2BR/2.5BA  • 1,513 SF  •City views

BEACHPLACE III  •  $799,000
 1065 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #104   

LONGBOAT KEY, FL  
2BR/2BA  • 1,503 SF  •  Private walk-down 

REGENT PLACE  •  $4,495,000
675 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #22A  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR+DEN/4BA  •  3,654 SF • Beachfront w/walkdown

FAIRWAY BAY  •  $675,000
 1932 HARBOURSIDE DR., #242

LONGBOAT KEY, FL 
2BR/2.5BA  •  1,192 SF  •  Bay views

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  $2,490,000 
597 CUTTER LANE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2BA  • 1,963 SF  •   103’ of Waterfront

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS  CLUB  •  $949,000
520 BAYPORT WAY 
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 

2BR/2BA  •  1,456 SF  •  Gulf to Bay 

PROMENADE  •  $2,350,000
1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #401 

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
3BR/3BA  •  2,100 SF • Gulf & Bay views

ISLANDER CLUB  •  $799,000
2301 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #85N

 LONGBOAT KEY,  FL 
2BR/2BA •  1,235 SF  

JUST LISTED

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS • $1,295,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #903N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  • 1,458 SF  •   Gulf & Bay views

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES  •  $5,000,000 
596 YAWL LANE •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

5BR/5.5BA  • 7,374 SF  •   275’ of Seawall  •  Large lot

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

LONGBOAT KEY TOWERS  •  $1,595,000
603 LONGBOAT CLUB RD., #1102N

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
2BR/2BA  • 1,458 SF  •  Gulf & Bay views

SUTTON PLACE  •  $399,000 
569 SUTTON PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/2BA  • 1,198 SF  •   Furnished 

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE

GRAND BAY  •  $1,595,000
3060 GRAND BAY BLVD. #113  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

3BR/3.5BA  •  2,550 SF • Two Expansive terraces

JUST LISTED

BIRD KEY •  $3,150,000
526 N. SPOONBILL DRIVE

SARASOTA, FL
3BR/2BA  •  2,762 SF  •  Waterfront

COREYS LANDING  •  $2,800,000
3542 MISTLETOE LANE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
4BR/3.5BA  • 3,396 SF • Renovated

QUEENS HARBOUR  •  $2,395,000
3596 FAIR OAKS LANE

LONGBOAT KEY, FL
4BR/3BA/2HB  • 13,416 SF  •  Remodeled 

JUST SOLDJUST SOLDJUST SOLD

NEW PRICE
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