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The City of Oshkosh seeks to provide a
park and recreation system that will

meet the needs of our current
residents and future generations,

preserve and protect the city’s open
space, water, historical and natural
resources, and provide a park and

recreation program that is designed to
enhance the city’s quality of life.



Key Performance
Indicators 

360 Grants and 
Donations
Dollar Amount -
nearly $725,000

553 Volunteers
12,508 Volunteer Hours 

Value of Volunteer Hours-$413,626

553 Department
Sponsored Events -
nearly 32,000
Participants 



comprehensive outdoor 
recreation plan Updated

Significant Highlights of 2024 

 According to the 2019-2023 Wisconsin
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan, Wisconsin’s urban

population has more than tripled in the
last 100 years. With over 95% of

Wisconsinites enjoying some sort of
outdoor recreation, parks and open

space can now be viewed as essential to
the public good in much the same way

as roads, sewers, and other public
infrastructure. 

NEW BEAR AND FOX EXHIBIT OPENS
The Zoo entertains and educates over 100,000 visitors during the May 

through September season and continues to grow and improve with the
generosity of donors. With the arrival of Mr. Reeves, the Alaskan black bear,

and two new foxes, Menominee Park Zoo Hours were extended for the winter,
open Monday through Friday, 10 am to 2 pm (excluding holidays).

https://www.oshkoshwi.gov/Parks/ParkPlans/ComprehensiveOutdoorRecreationPlan.pdf


2024 OPERATIONS AND ENHANCEMENTS

Rusch Park
West side trail constructed
Newport Trail access improvements

44th Parallel Park
Play equipment replaced including poured in place rubber surface
and accessible route

Menominee Park 
Gazebo restored
Beach house removed and site renovated
Pratt Trail Road reconstruction completed

Menominee Park Zoo
Asphalt paths replaced many of the zoo gravel paths
Black Bear/fox exhibit completed
Secured Black Bear and Red Foxes for exhibits

44th Parallel Park Rusch Park Trail



South Park
Pedestrian bridge restored
Trail repaving (400’) along the north end completed

Quarry Park
Park shelter/restroom and parking lot removed and restored to
natural turf

Lakeshore Park
Lakeshore Park 4 Seasons building was officially opened for use

       in spring
West side trail and parking lot constructed 

Rainbow Memorial Park
Electrical updates to special event area were completed
Hosted all Brews on Bay events 

Leach Amphitheater
Stage and sound booth curtains replaced
East concesssion grill replaced

Pollock Community Water Park
Leisure pool replastering completed

2024 Operation and Enhancments (continued)



Landscape Operations 

276 
Trees Planted 

1,963
Trees Pruned  

79 
Trees Removed 

156 
Stumps Removed 

Planted and
maintained 100
planters in the
downtown

Designed and implemented the landscape features at the new

Menominee Park Zoo Bear and Fox Exhibit

Designed and renovated the

roundabouts at

 City of Oshkosh Gateways



Transforms the corner of Elwood Street and 
Bent Avenue into a green space for the

neighborhood

Collaboration between:
•Parks Department

•Community Development Department
•Bentwood Neighborhood Association 

Collaborations and
volunteers help beautify 
Oshkosh

Volunteer groups work alongside
Landscape Operations:

Spruce up the landscaping at
Firestation #18
Transplant perennials to beautify
the Menominee Park Zoo grounds
Plant tulips in Opera House Square 



Revenue

Special Events
Attendance Total 1,914

Carnival Night - 425

christmas in july - 329

Wild, Wild West - 272

Ducky Days - 291

Dino Days - 378

Kids Camps - 13

Yoga at the Pool - 72

Fitness Class - 59

Season Pass

appreciation - 75

Sponsorships: $5,000

Donations: $330,113

attendance: 33,923
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Leach Amphitheater
Sponsorships: $4,250
Donations: $11,737
Attendance: 11,000 (LIVE at the Leach,
Touch-a-Truck, June Dairy Day, Movie
Nights, and Yoga) 

Events hosted by the Oshkosh Parks
Department:

Tuesday Night Concert Series (3)
Movie Nights (2)
June Dairy Day
Touch-A-Truck
Yoga at the Leach (4) 

2024 Children’s
Amusement Center 

 
Children’s Amusement Center
remained closed in 2024 due to Pratt
Trail Road reconstruction. Special
Events from this area were moved
and rebranded to be called 
South Park Summer Events.

Total Attendance - 900

Wild Wild West- 325
Summer Luau – 325
Bubble Bonanza- 250

 



2024 Menominee 
Park Zoo

Sponsorships: $14,992
Donations: $74,065
Zoo attendance: OVER 102,000
 
Total of special events
attendance- 23,340 

Breakfast with the Bunny-704
Bunny in the Barn-741
Snooze at the Zoo-72
Brews in the Zoo-415
Zooloween Boo-3,498
Wildlife Wednesdays (12)-1,365
Daily Summer Programs-6,833
Brews on the Bay-4,640
Lakeside Packaging-305
Friday Story and Craft Time (15)-
382
World Otter Day-724
American Zoo Day-950
International Wolf Day-1,151
International Vulture Awareness
Day-933
Beary-Foxy Festive-627



Oshkosh Seniors Center 
2024 total visits: 50,313
Attendance returns to 

                     pre-Covid levels

31,170 (61.95%) Fitness and Related
Programs
14% increase in Personal Training
usage since 2023
8,009 (15.92%) Educational Programs
7,806 (15.51%) Social Events &
Programs
2,303 (4.58%) Outreach & Support
related programs
1,025 (2.04%) Other Meetings and
Programs



Programs keeping older adults 
Active, social, and informed

O

We aim to connect people to
fitness, good health, economic

security, lifelong learning, social
engagement, purpose, creativity,

mobility, and nutrition—all in a
social and fun environment! 

Friends
 Matter! 

The Friends of the Oshkosh Seniors
Center tirelessly fundraise for

program enhancements and to secure
the Center for future generations. In

2024, they contributed $70,000 to
Center operations. 



Special events put our community
on the map! 

Volunteer recruitment efforts 
Resulted in businesses and

organizations completing projects
alongside the 

oshkosh Parks Department staff
Keller Williams (Fall Decorations and Mulching)
Avail Switchgear Systems (Planted Tulips)
US Bank (Shrub bed mulching at three parks)
Winnebago Community Credit Union

       (Decorating, painting and beautification)  



Marketing and Fund Development
Grants and Sponsorships Awarded in 2024


