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From the Minister 
 
Matthew 16: 18 
And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it. 
 
The Church can become encumbered with its temporal agenda. Some churches are 
finding that the post-covid world has changed their aspirations, and in no small measure 
their finances too. There is, however, an emerging confidence in a number of places that 
we can go about our day-to-day business in relative ease and without fear once again. 
 
I recently attended a conference for ministers in Staffordshire. It was a national 
conference and it was very good too. For me, though, the greatest benefit came as I met 
up with colleagues who have been part of my life as a minister across many years (35 
years to be precise). It was a pleasure to ‘do as we used to’, i.e. worship and learn 
together without let or hindrance. Although there were protocols in place at the 
conference centre, one could say that Covid no longer had the mastery over us as it once 
did, and although there is every indication that we are going to be vulnerable to the 
damage and human cost of Coronavirus for time to come, there was in Staffordshire a 
real sense of joy and freedom as we benefited from in-person fellowship as Christian 
leaders for the first time in well over 2 years. 
 
There are many scriptures one might use to underscore the experience we shared, but 
one that sticks with me is in Christ’s charge to St Peter: “And I tell you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 
 
We are now celebrating the festival we call Pentecost (50 days after Easter), when we 
acknowledge that the aim of the church’s agenda is not dependent upon human will but 
must always be in step with the Holy Spirit. What we determine to be prudent for the 
church’s mission might not always be wise, but in harness with the Holy Spirit and prayer 
the path we seek to follow can be filled with the life of God and the wisdom of God. 
 
As Christ says (and here I paraphrase) ‘there is nothing that can thwart the work of God’s 
Kingdom and nothing that can bring the church to an end’. The church will be built - and 
probably in ways we never cared to imagine before. This may well be the gift of the Spirit 
that is emerging in our life and mission today. So, as we keep in step with the Holy Spirit, 
let us give thanks for God’s deliverance over these strangely straightened times since 
2020, and may we be determined to grow the church that Christ calls us to be. 

 
PENTECOST: definition 
 
Old English pentecosten, via ecclesiastical Latin from Greek pentēkostē (hēmera) ‘fiftieth 
(day)’ (because the Jewish festival is held on the fiftieth day after the second day of 
Passover). 
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Advance notice of Minister’s Leave in July and August 
 
The Minister wants the churches to be aware that although he has been away during part 
of May, and although he is around for all of June, he will be on leave for a fortnight in July 
and then again in August. This may seem somewhat intense, but he wishes to use up his 
leave before moving to Lincoln in mid-August and by doing so he hopes that it generates 
a sense of ‘letting go’ for all parties. So, please note: 
 
11 - 24 July (Leave) 
1 - 14 August (Leave) 
Formal conclusion of ministry to be 14 August (taken as leave). 
 

The Minister’s last Sunday service will be Sunday 31 July at an Area Service held at 

Epping Methodist Church, 2.30pm. This will mark the closure of Epping Methodist 

Church and will be followed by a tea to which all are welcome.  Do come along and 

support your fellow believers, worshipping with them and giving thanks to God. 

 

Epping Methodist Church 

My Memories by John Batchelor (part 2) 
 
In 1968, Hilary and I were married in the church by the Rev Barmby complete with the 
choir, and my mother being the flower arranger for that day. Philip Cordell was my best 
man, and Hilary's sister Vivienne was the chief bridesmaid. Of course the length of the 
church steps were ideal for the photographs of family and guests on the day. 
 
In those days in the late 60's I was the distributor of the overseas mission magazine 
"Now". My list included Dora Freeman from Peakes Farm, Miss Codling, Bertha 
Wilkinson, Mrs Brooks who was a local preacher, Jo Shepherd the mother of Ben 
Shepherd of TV fame, and Barbara Freeman who was a Steward for many years. Also Mr 
Ripley who worked for the Methodist Missionary Department and who lived in Theydon 
Bois, but a proud Yorkshireman with a picture in his hallway of three famous cricketers of 
Yorkshire: Herbert Sutcliffe, Headley Verity, and Bill Bowes. Other loyal members of the 
congregation were the Cox sisters from their dairy in Forest Side: Joyce, Elsie, and Doris. 
Also a Welsh family who had come to the town, Gwynneth Crewe who was a Sunday 
School teacher and her husband Leslie who sang in the choir, and was often joined by his 
brother-in-law when he came up to visit, and together they gave a rich Welsh tenor and 
bass harmony to the hymns. 
 
At Easter, devotional works were sung, with The Crucifixion at the Methodist Church, and 
Olivet to Calvary at the Congregational on alternate years. Sid Hills a bass from the 
Methodist, and Mr Strickland a tenor from the Congregational would take minor solo 
parts. 
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Our minister then again changed as they do in the Methodist Church, and the Rev W 
Allan Shaw came to us from Ilford, and he christened our first son Anthony in early 1972, 
and later to christen our younger son Timothy.  When he left he was replaced by the Rev 
Leslie Clarke. In those days the Guide pack was run by Pam Pedley and Diane Combs in 
the hall down stairs with the flags of the Guides and Brownies together with a Union flag 
in the church seen on the left side of the alter.  There was also a preschool play group 
that was run by Elizabeth King during the week.  
 
Change was to come in 1982 when we had a combined minister with the URC and the Rev 
Frank Jones came to cover both churches from Kelvedon URC. His wife Muriel was a 
musician and taught the piano to many youngsters including both our sons. He 
conducted my mother's  funeral in 1982 . By now the evening service's had ended due to 
falling attendance and the dark evenings. Stephen Crewe was now teaching my sons in 
the Sunday School, and organised some football matches that they both played in. 
 
In 1992 Jane Taylor a Methodist minister and her husband Handel came to look after both 
churches from Thamesmead in London. During this time Cliff and June Wenner played an 
active part in church life, joined by Lesley Jackson, Alice Carter, and Kathie Eaton who 
both took on a number of church office holding roles together with Les and Shelia 
Forsyth. Les and Alice took part in a sponsored abseil down the water tower at Church 
Langley to raise church funds.  Jane then left in 1999 to become Superintendent Minister 
at Colchester. 
 
She was replaced by Raymond Garfoot who conducted my mother in law's funeral that 
year. His father who was a retired Methodist minister from Kings Lynn would often come 
down and take our morning services. I was now the chair of the Property and Finance 
Committee and a start was made on planning for the proposed access ramp at the front 
of the church. I held a meeting with Les, Pam Griffen, and Roy Lambert, together with 
the District Property Manager who came down from Colchester to give us advice on how 
to start the project. Raymond and his German wife Ingrid left in 2006 and moved on to 
Luton. Just after this my father passed away and his funeral was taken by Rev Jim Gill 
who was the minister at St Andrews.   
  
In 2008 Jason Askew a URC minister arrived from Wooler in Northumberland and later 
conducted my father in laws funeral. The church had a major refurbishment in 2013 with 
the pews replaced by chairs, a centre aisle, new pulpit and communion rail. All of this was 
due to hard work by Alec and Shelia Holliday, and a special service was held to dedicate 
the work done. Alec was also the organist, but soon afterwards he and Shelia moved 
away to Norwich. By now the Victorian pipe organ was considered too dangerous to 
play, so an investment in a new electric Hymnal Plus with computer based music with all 
the hymn tunes, plus others including the National Anthem, Happy Birthday, and the Last 
Post was purchased. Jason later left to take up a new post in South Wales in 2016. 
 
Cecil White then became our new minister and he travelled down from his home in 
Sawston to look after our spiritual needs, and during the time of Covid 19 with zoom joint 
services.  
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The Methodist Conference had now taken the decision that churches with a 
congregation of less than twelve in membership had to declare this to the area, and if 
this happened on a regular quarterly basis then conversations would have to take place 
for possible closure. A Church Council meeting was held in March 2022 and the painful 
decision was made that the church was officially to close on the 31st July 2022. 
 
So now the seven regular worshipers of Shirley Hannant the Senior Steward, Catherine 
O'Connell our Worship Leader, Pam Griffen the Treasurer, Pam Pedley the music 
controller, Moira Lambert the Communion Steward, Marian Emery a member longer than 
me, and myself, will now look for spiritual pastures new, where ever they be. 
 
As a final thought, I have always sat at the front on the right hand side under a the 
stained glass window with the legend "Suffer little children to come unto me" around a 
figure of Christ and children and in memory of Joan Muriel Bird who passed away in 1930 
aged 17. She was the daughter of Thomas Bird a draper and haberdasher with a shop in 
the in the High Street where Boots the chemist is now located. He would have known my 
grandfather whose shop was just further along in the town, and also at chapel services. 
That brings me back to where we started, as a family in Epping all those years ago. 
 
However I cannot forget my own memories, or my faith.  
 
 

Epping United Reformed Church 

Open Garden 

On the 28th May, as part of Epping Open Gardens, we opened our garden and served 

coffee and cake. We had a really good turnout especially as the bike ride through the 

high street was happening at the same time, with over a hundred people coming through 

our doors and raising £160 for St Clare Hospice and Memory Train, a charity giving people 

with dementia a trip on the Epping Ongar Railway. We have been creating an eco-garden 

and, on this day, particularly with the help of Maisie and Nathan, we built a magnificent 

bug hotel. Many of our visitors really liked our bug hotel and the meadow area and it 

contrasted well with the other gardens on show, one of which had a life-sized terracotta 

warrior! Thanks to all who helped and baked the tasty array of cakes we had and Cynthia 

who created a lovely flower display for the sanctuary. 

Anniversary Service 

Our service on the 26th June will be a special service celebrating the 50th anniversary of 

the URC and our own 397th anniversary. The service will be followed by lunch. 

Birthdays 

Happy birthday Edna and Cynthia who will be celebrating birthdays in June. 
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Ongar United Reformed Church 

What a good day it was for the Ongar Town Festival on 1st May!  The town was looking so 
attractive with the bunting and ribbons, as well as the themed displays in the shops.  It 
was so good to see so many people enjoying themselves in the town.  I kept the church 
open as you know after the morning service and was surprised by the number of people 
who visited us, often sharing in a cup of tea and buying a cake to eat with it.  Angie 
returned to help with the refreshments for a short while, for which I was very grateful as 
we had quite a rush of people when we first opened, so much so that it was impossible 
for a while to get cups and plates out other than on demand!   We had a varied range of 
visitors to talk to, including one couple from Enfield with their daughter and 
granddaughter from Suffolk, who explained that they like to support small town 
events.  Our visitor who had come the longest distance was a lady who had been brought 
up and lived in Zambia, although she had not come from there on the day, now living in 
this area!  As my friends had lived in Zambia for a while, we were able to talk about how 
things had changed there and also talk about the Synod links with Zimbabwe.  It was also 
very nice that some of the Twinkles’ mums came, with toddler and partners, and were 
obviously keen to show them where they come on a Thursday and what the church was 
like.  It was a good opportunity too to explain to people what groups also meet and 
invite them along to Open House, Twinkles or Pause for Prayer, as well as our services.  It 
may not have immediate results but the seeds have been sown! 
There were many complimentary remarks about our refurbished hall which attracted 
much interest particularly from those who had not visited it when it re-opened but 
remembered what it had been like previously.  It also attracted interest from some who 
were seeking a hall for a family event but did not want to travel outside the 
town.   Others came in to see the photographs of old Ongar displayed by the History 
Society and stayed to chat, often sharing memories of their time living in Ongar.     
Many of our visitors remarked on the atmosphere they experienced on coming through 
the church doors, how welcoming the building seemed,  and we must hope that, now 
they have found us hidden away on this side of the High Street, they may be drawn back 
to visit us again. 
 
It is always important to remember that ‘church’ is not just about the buildings and what 
happens in them – it is about people and how they react with each other.  Just through 
general conversation, learning about people’s lives and sharing experiences, we can 
witness to God’s work in us.  The buildings by themselves are not ‘living stones’, it is the 
people that bring them alive.   
 
Annual Church Meeting, Saturday, 2nd July, 3.00pm 
Please make a note of this date and time as this is an important meeting in the life of the 
church and, particularly so as we shall be without a minister from August.  It will be 
followed by refreshments.  I would like reports please no later than Sunday, 12th June, to 
enable me to have sufficient time to photocopy these and other documents for 
distribution on Sunday, 26th June, if not before!  
Joan 
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Twinkles 

On Wednesday 26th May we celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The hall was 
decorated with red, white and blue bunting and the helpers had dressed in the same 
colours, giving a festive feel to the morning. The children were busy playing with the 
toys, while their adults made crowns for them to wear during the morning. 

As it was the last session before the half term break, we took the opportunity of fund 
raising for ‘Disaster Emergency Committee’ (Ukraine) by having home made cakes for 
sale with our coffee and a raffle. This has enabled us to donate £80.00 for this cause.  
The morning ended with everyone gathering together for our usual nursery rhyme time. 
We will continue the Summer Term on 11th June. 
Pam 
 
Open House  is a cacophony of happy chatter with new visitors being invited to join our 
Coffee mornings. Items on the Essex and Herts Air Ambulance Charity table, have seen a 
shift from jigsaws, to an array of summer seedlings & plants.  However there’s been a bit 
of ‘head scratching’ trying to remember the names of some of the flowers.   There could 
be a few surprises! We wish you all happy memories as celebrations take place for our 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee & hope that you find joy in being part of this historic event.  
Cheryl, Pam & Joan 
 
Coffee Morning 
Our Coffee Morning was quieter this month due to many of the roads around Ongar 
being closed because of the cycle ride. This meant many of our regulars were not able to 
be with us. It was a nice morning with a lovely atmosphere with everyone chatting and 
catching up with each others news. We raised £60 for the Salvation Army during the 
morning. Our next Coffee Morning will be on the 25th June when we will be fundraising 
For Essex and Herts Air Ambulance. 
Pam 
 
We would like to wish a happy birthday to those having birthdays in June. 
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Herts and Essex Border Ecumenical Area 
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Leading Worship & Preaching 'Enquirer's Day' 

Saturday 2nd July 2022 

10.00am — Midday 

Hertford Methodist Church 

We'll have information and resources to 

browse... 

Some of our preachers & worship leaders will 

share their experiences... 

There'll also be ample opportunity for you to 

have all your questions answered... 

To register your interest 

Email: haebeabookings@gmail.com 

Tel: 07597 109819 

 

mailto:haebeabookings@gmail.com
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URC Eastern Synod 

Big Day Out 

The synod big day out is taking place on Saturday 16th July at Trinity Park, Ipswich. Cost 

£8.00 per adult - Children go free (Under 16) Includes a picnic lunch and coffee/tea /juice 

and biscuits on arrival (tea, coffee and a selection of other drinks will be available to buy 

throughout the day). Deadline to book is Wednesday 15th June- the booking form is here: 

https://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/images/pdfs/booking_form_2022.pdf.  
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