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"What in the world am I going to write about?" were sent to the Pingree Grove Fire Department for their 
Once again, this was my first panicked thought as I faced kindness. I think I speak for everyone when I say a wonder-
the composing of another missive for the newsletter. But, ful time was had by all. 
before even one drop of cold sweat formed on my brow, Our first fund-raiser of the year has been completed. 
scads of things you all need to know about came to mind. Thanks to everyone who participated by selling wrapping 
So, rather than waste a minute of your time, let's get down paper and gifts to friends and family. If you instead opted to 
to business. donate money to Suzuki Plus directly we also thank you. As 

We officially kicked off the 1999-2000 year with you have already read in the letter placed in your family file 
our September board meeting, at which I was extremely by Dale Mink we are going to undertake an additional means 
pleased to introduce Madhu Desai as our new Treasu. ,f. of raising funds this year - FUNDABILITY: By taking the 
We are truly grateful that Madhu has so cheerfully small amount of time needed to fill out the order form you 
agreed to fill this position for us. Her dedication and can earn dollars for Suzuki Plus. Without spending any 
thoroughness is already apparent, though we are but two money you wouldn't ordinarily spend, you purchase pur-
months into our year. chasing cash certificates to use at stores you regularly shop 

For those of you who may be unaware, Suzuki at. This could not be any less painless! 
Plus board meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each Why do we need all this money, you may ask? For a 
month during the regular lesson year. They begin at 7: 15 variety of many good reasons all of which relate directly to 
p.m. and are held at the Music House. These meetini:s the children in our program. Here are some concrete ex-
are open to any and all of you. That is not just some- amples of how we have used funds this year. Suzuki Plus 
thing I feel obligated to say, it is something I say because will disburse over $2200.00 this year in scholarship money 
we (the Suzuki Plus Board) wholeheartedly MEAN it. directly to students of our program. We recently purchased a 
Theis~e&,we discuss affect YOU! YOUR input is n~w. and much needed, k~yboard that will allow us to ,ur 
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A Year Under My Belt (Practice Tips) 

by Sandy Rea 

Because Alaina began her Suzuki training at 2 1/2 years old, we 
had to incorporate a lot of play into our practice time. One of the methods 
that really worked in the early going was having concerts for a few cher­
ished stuffed animals. We would have the stuffed animals sit in a row and 
each would request Alaina to do or play something with her violin. The 
animals learned the violin parts and would sing to her. They would sing 
"Up Like a Rocket" and she would clap. Soon enough she was doing it 
along with them. This method worked well because it wasn't her mother 
asking, it was a bear or a raccoon (Rocky to be exact). We would then take 
the best audience member to her private lesson to watch. On the way home 
from our private lesson the animal would congratulate her and give her a 
big kiss. She would hug him tight and say "Let's do it again next week". It 
really worked. 

Now that she is 3 1/2 years old we are on the reward system. I 
work part-time just to pay for all the stickers I buy Uust kidding). She gets 
to pick out some stickers when we grocery shop each week, it makes her 
feel she has control in the process. We have a spare room in our house that 
is called Alaina's Studio., It is only for violin lessons. It has no toys, only 
her violin, stickers, stickers and more stickers. I made a poster board with 
the days of the week, like a calendar and she puttl"'~tickers on it after 
successfuUy completing a task. Our lessons take a long time because we 
stop after earning a sticker to choose and strategically ( I mean strategi­
cally) place the sticker on the poster board. 

In the desperate late summer days when playtime outside was so 
precious, I would pretend to call Mrs. Blum and put her on the speaker 
phone. I would tell Alaina we have to stay focused because Mrs. Blum is 
very busy and she just has time to listen and then she has to give a lesson 
to another child. This would help her focus on what I was asking her to do. 
If she would play something wrong she would yell, " Sorry Mrs. Blum -
I'm starting again". After her practice time, she would run down to the 
speaker phone and pick it up and say hello Mrs. Blum - See ya tomorrow! 
This also worked well. 

I give direction to Alaina on all matters of her life.:-: prush your 
teeth, pick-up your toys, get you shoes, don't torture tl}e dogs; etc., when it 
comes to violin, it has helped that I became some other cr~ature to give her 
direction. This also helps a late 30's mother clear her cluttered mind and 
have a little bit of fun! i : 

Good Luck to you and your child! 
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Music is a science 

• :·. -~ --~~::. 

Why Teach Music? 
··-:;. 

,· 
.... _:a .. 

It is exact, specific; and it demands exact acoustics. A conductor's and pianist's full score is a chart, a graph 
which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, melody, and harmony all at once and with the most exact 
control of time. 
Music is mathematical 

It is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time into fractions which must be done instantaneously, not 
worked out on paper. 
Music is a foreign language 

Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French; and the notation is certainly not English - but a highly 
developed kind of shorthand that uses symbols to represent ideas. The semantics of music is the most complete and 
universal language. -:". • 
Music is history 

Music usually reflects the environment and times of its creation, often even the country and/or racial feeling. 
Music is physical education 

It requires fantastic coordination of fingers, hands, arms, lip, cheek and facial muscles, in addition to ex­
traordinary control of the diaphramiatic, back, stomach, and chest muscles, which respond instantly to the sound the 
ear hears and the mind interprets. 

Music is all these things, but most of all, Music is art. It allows a human being to take all these dry, techni­
cally boring, (but difficult) techniques and use them to create emotion. That is one thing science cannot duplicate: 
humanism, feeling, emotion, call it what you will 

THAT IS WHY WE TEACH MUSIC! 
NOT because we expect you to major in music 

NOT because we expect you to play or sing all your life 
NOTso,you can relax 

NOT.soiyou can have fun 
BUTJ..:so·you will be human 

.. i·r·so you will recognize beauty 
so you will be sensitive 
so you will be close to an infinite beyond this world 
so you will have something to cling to 
s~ you will have more love, more compassion, 

, more gentleness, more good - in short, more life. 
Of what value will'lt be to make a presperous living unless you know how to live? 

THAT IS WHY WE TEACH MUSIC! 
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STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
by Lamar Blum 

Last Spring, I decided to take a look at the entire ESTE student body and where each student is in their book progress. 
Even since May the charts have changed. Chart A shows the number of students playing each instrument. These have gone 
up with the fall enrollment. Chart B shows which book students are in putting all instruments together and, of course, this 
has shifted. Take a look at which column your child is in. Some questions to ask would be: how long has my child studied 
his/her instrument? How long has he/she been in this book? Am I satisfied with my child's progress? If not, what can I do 
about it? 

Remember that we are not here to see how fast we can teach your child pieces, but to help make your musical journey a 
time of learning how to approach the successful study of a musical instrument; to nurture you and your child into developing 
an appreciation for the beauty of the music he/she can make and to teach the skill necessary for fine musicianship. 
Remember Dr. Suzuki's statement "All children can learn". With the right combination of the above, your child will make 
progress on his instrument. 

Save this newsletter and compare it to charts in the next issue where you will find an updated and more detailed account 
of our students. 

Students by Instrument 

Chart A 

Students by Book Level 

25 r-- -------- - ----- - ---- 4 

20 

Chart B 15 
I 

' 
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Twiinkle Book 1 Book 2 eoo,,. 3 Book • eoo,,. 5 eoo,,. e Book 1 Book a Beyond 
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Librar;y Notes 
Barbara Dawson - £STE Librarian 

Welcome back everyone ... the library is open and has already 
received two generous donations: 

CD - The Mozart Effect 
donated by Lamar Blum 

Book - Reviving Ophelia: Saving the Selves of Adolescent Girls 
donated by Ruth Bradburn 

Thank you both for your very thoughtful gifts. 
A couple of items have been brought to may attention by observing 

parents. Our library books are available not only for our ESTE students 
and parents but also for siblings. However, please, if during a lesson, a 
sibling is reading one of our library books, watch that it is not used as a 
coloring book and that it is returned to the shelves. We take great pride in 
our small but growing library. I would also like to mention that there are 
some books that were checked out last Spring that have not yet been 
returned. I have put reminder sheets in your family folder to jog your 
memories! We ask that materials are checked out for no longer than 2-3 
weeks at a time. This way, others get a chance to enjoy the materials and it 
helps to keep things from getting lost or misplaced. 

Checking out Library material is easy. Just sing and date the card 
located in the book, game, CD or cassette of your choice. Put the card in 
the pocket located in your family folder and enjoy! When returning the 
material, remove the card from your family folder and place it back into 
the pocket on the book, CD, etc. 

Lastly, if you read, listen to or hear about something that you think 
would be a perfect addition to our library, please let us know or better yet 
... MAKE A DONATION! 

Happy reading and listening. 

--
D 

Dr. Milton Goldberg Says: 

FYI Area Orchestras 

Elgin Youth 
Want something to do. 

Come see Jenny Mink and 
Johnathan Richards members of 
the Youth Orchestra and Alex 
Fiebig, Bradley Biasotti, Margot 
Seigle, Sara Evanusich, Nathan 
Kappes, Justine Yoder Emily 
Lambert, Sarah Lee, Leah Vento 
and Christine Riotto members of 
the String Orchestra play at 
ECC VPAC Stage 1. Concert 
dates and times are as follows: 

November 30 at 7:30 p.m. 
March 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
May 9 at 7:30 

Show the many ESTE students 
you support them by attending 
one or all of the concerts. What 
a great experience for younger 
students to witness. 

Dundee Middle School 
Dundee Middle School (7th 

and 8th grade) Orchestra stu­
dents will take part in a festival 
at Dundee-Crown High School 
on Tuesday, November 16 at 
7:30 pm. This will be a concert 
with combined Middle School 
and High School students. 

Author of The Violin Column says ... "When my students say they don' t have time to practice, I ask them 
if they have their own room. Most of them say "yes". Then, I ask if they have a pet and most of them say "no". 
So, I tell them to leave their violin (ce!lo, flute or bass) case open in their room so that when they come to their 
room for a few minutes they can do a few scales, some review or one piece. It is amazing how the few minutes'; 
add up to some worthwhile practicing." 

Our thanks to Dr. Goldberg for submitting this to our newsletter. 
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An Evening With Yo Yo Ma 
by the Seigle Family 

For Those of you who had the good fortune to see and hear Yo Yo Ma perform with the Elgin Symphony 
Orchestra on September 17th, we hope you enjoyed it as much as we did! It was such a delight to watch some­
one who is so very devoted to his music and who seems to love what he does. The passion just flowed from his 
fingers and he was able to draw the audience into his beautiful world!! What a delight! And meeting him was 
like finding a long lost best friend. He was so sincere and seemed genuinely interested in each person he spoke 
with. 

Be sure to see Mr. Ma if you ever get the chance. He is an inspiration to everyone who comes in contact 
with him, and he especially inspired a 9 year old boy who now realizes cello can actually be fun! 

Mr. Ma with Joel and Margot Seigle. 
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Mr. Ma talking with audience members at his performance w ith 
the ESO. 
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ESTE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November 21 - 28, 1999 - Thanksgiving Break - No lessons 
December 13, 1999 - Holiday Party 
December 19, 1999 - fanuary 2, 2000 - Holiday Break - No lessons 
January 22, 2000 - End of Term 1 
January 24 - 30, 2000 Make up week 
January 31, 2000 - Term 2 begins 
February 12, 2000 - Easter Seals Telethon Performance 
March 13 - 17, 2000 Recital Week 
March 18 - 19, 2000 - Mini-Institute 
March 26 - April 9, 2000 - Spring Break - No lessons 
May 17 - 19, 2000 - Spring Program Rehearsals 
May 20, 2000 - Spring Program 
June 4, 2000 - End of Term 2 
June 5 - 10, 2000 - Make up week 

Absences Due To Illness 
Parents, please note: 

If your child is sick in the morning, 
notify your teacher then. Don't wait to see if 
they are better by lesson time. A child with a 
fever will not be able to concentrate in the 
afternoon. Because the teachers travel to 
teach at ESTE, they often miss messages left 
on their home machine. Many times they 
don't know until after your lesson time that 
the child is ill. In this case, the lesson will not 
be made up. 

I 

Ii I I 

I I 
, I 

, I 
._J 
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Book Completions 
Twinkle Certificate 

Elio Vento-violin 
Book 1 

Lisa Maenpaa- violin 
Mary McCarthy- violin 
Abigail Stevenson - cello 

Book2 
Kyle Dawson - violin 
Sara Evanusich - violin 
Stacie Milostan - violin 
Scott Rougas - cello 
Joel Seigle - cello 

Book3 
Emily Lambert-violin 

Book4 
Trisha Kellenberger - violin 
Margot Seigle -violin 
Justine Yoder - violin 
Eva Martinez -flute 

BookS 
Dawn De Vries - violin 
Jennifer Fester - violin 

Book8 
Jonathan Richards -violin 

page 7 



CRUEL MURDER REVEALED 
by Maxine Komlos submitted by Chelsea Musson 

The mangled corpse of Johann Sebastian Bach was discovered in a back room of Adelaide High 
School on the evening of Sunday, March 28th. It seems that he was murdered most cruelly by a 
multitude of young violinists playing his composition "Minuet 2" in the wrong key. It appears 
that most of the young violinists did not perpetrate this act deliberately, but rather through 
neglect. Most reported when questioned that it was too much bother to place their 2nd finger 
back into the required low position necessary to produce a C natural. Mr. Bach apparently died 
in agony. 

Summer Institute Participants 
Each of the following ESTE students attended an institute this summer. 

Louisville, KY 
Colin Maki*, violin 
Snow Mass, CO 
Virginia Dixon 
Martha McDonnell 
Clara Shelton 
Stevens Point, WI 
Bradley Biasotti, bass 
Brennan Biasotti, cello 
Meghan Bonham*, flute 
Kristina Brockner, violin 
Karen Darling*, violin 
Kyle Dawson*, violin 
Amee Desai, violin 
Sara Evanusich, violin 
Alex Fiebig, violin 
Esther Fiebig, violin 

Stevens Point, WI (can't) 
Meaghan Fritz, violin 
Abbey Galvin, violin 
Issaac Keating*, Violin 
Bobbie Lamothe, violin 
Emma Marston, flute 
Jenny Mink, violin 
Lauren Mink, violin 
Chelsea Musson*, violin 
Eric Porter**, cello 
Joel Seigle, cello 
Margot Seigle*, violin 
Abbey Stevenson, cello 
Amy Tompkins, violin 
Hannah Vogel, violin 
Justine Yoder, violin 
Kate Yoder, violin 
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Deerfield, 11 
Mike Eschenbach, cello 
Maria Fadrowski, flute 
Alaina Rea, violin 
Betsy Start, cello 

*played on dorm recital 
**played on honors recital 

Look how many students went to institutes 
last summer! Do you think we could break 50 next 
year? 

Rhonda Hotap took part in Suzuki Institutes in 
Stevens Point, WI and Kingston, Ontario, Canada. She 
also studied Paul Roland technique in Milwaukee, WI 
and Brain Gym In Depth in Glen Ellyn, IL 

Lamar Blum attended the Leadership Confer­
ence sponsored by the Suzuki Association of the 
Americas in Estes Park, CO. 

Suzuki families and teachers can enjoy travel 
as well as music. Look for information about the 2001 
World Convention to be held in Melbourne Australia in 
future newsletters! 
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Stevens Point Snapshots 

Can you guess who is behind those plates? 

Karen Darling and Chelsea Musson 
at their Dorm Recital. 
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Our second annual pizza hut dinner on dorm recital night 

Karen Darling, Kristina Brockner. Hannah Vogel 
and Chelsea Musson at the Talent Show. 
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Mrs. Blwn gave Kyle Dawson and Sara Evanusich 
and assignment: Stop at every rest area on the way to 

Steven's Point and play HUMORESQUE. Anybody 
throw any coins into your violin cases? 
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Accurate Piano Service 

Ill PLi\NO 

1111 
TECHNICLA.NS 
GUILD 

JEFF GROSSER. RPT 
992 Chippewa Drive 

Elgin. IL 60120 
(847) 741 -9882 

MARIE MALMQUIST 
CERTIFIED SUZUKI PIANO TEACHER 

40W503 Atchison Dr. 
Hampshire. IL 60140 
847-931-0384 

Michael Becker 
fine Violins, Ltd. 
'28 Third 6lreet 
Park Ridge, Illinois 6C068 
84 7.8'23 .5491 

847/931.9006 
Fax 847/931.9013 

email : eipbip@ aol.com 

Supporting all that 
Suzuki Plus 
does for our 

Children. 

293 S. Aldine St. 
(4 blocks ease of Menards) 

Elgin, IL 601:23 

Oepairs • Qeatoration 
New instruments made to order 

&:rving the need.s of the 
&:rious student and professional 

Member: American federation of 
Violin and Bow Makers. Inc. 

~ales • Acquisitions • Valuations 
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'J\(j,u :Fami[y 1Jenta[ Care 
Gregory Neu. DDS Don Froehlke. DDS 

General Dentistry 
(847) 426-3000 

Quality Preven11 ve 

& Complete Personalized 

Gentle Care 

Se habla espariol 

573 Dundee Ave. 
E. Dundee, Illinois 

FIFTH AVE.~[ 
FLOWERS & GIFTS ~ 
ST. CHARLES/GENEVA 

37 W. 405 Rt. 64 • St. Charles, IL 6017 4 • 630-377-1122 

412 N. First St.• Geneva, IL 60134 • 630-232-9386 

Mailing Address: PO. Box 984 •St.Charles, IL 60174 

FAX 630-377 -1412 

SUZUKI SERIES ORCHIDS 
• Matsumoto Treasure 
e Allegro All from phal. Shi11ichi Suzuki 
• Etude Christmas gift■ Teacher gifts 

Blumin Acres Plantings 
Phone (847)695-7216 Fax (847) 695-8356 

Framing by George! 
Music & Art 

What a combination! 
1831 La,rkin Ave. 695-7008 
Open Mon-Fri 10-8:00 Sat 10-5:30 Sun 12-5:00 

The Write Note, October 1999 

PAUL FPJTZ 
Pr-es,dent 

FRITZ 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS INC . 
P.O. Box 624 
St. Charles, IL 60174 
708/464-4400 

landscape d esign • installation • ma,ntenence 

ey11tlti11's 
El«troljs1's S11/01t 

CYNTHIA GROSKOPF, C.P.E. 
Graduate of 

Electrolysis lnstrtute of Illinois 

217 N. McLean Blvd. Elgin, IL 60123 

(847) 695-8775 

LYNN KAMMRAD 
Certi£ied Suzulci 

Piano Teacher 

Sl?B Bu.ioz..t Rd. r--, a,__~ar-..a 
m.tpn,, n. 60J.2.3 ~ • O'Wr-U7~ 

Cluna dl-t.iw. 
Licensed Hair Stylist 

Specializes in: 
Haircuts, Perms, 
Color, & Facial Waxing 

~ 
Hours By Appointment 

(630) 830-9646 
In Bartlett 
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STEFFEN,KELLY&STEFFEN 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
FREDERICK J. STEFFEN 

KERIN E. KELLY 
F. JOHN STEFFEN 

17 Douglas Avenue 
P.O. Box 36 

Elgin, Illinois 60121 

84 7 -7 41 -0503 

P R 0 ,_., 
/. 
M A C 

Ptamac appfauJs tbz. 

1f Oun9 musicians o# f...S G. f-. 
G'-9 

10e wish t/OU th£ fol/ o# 

a #i,tt,t.e #iJ.feJ with musk 

38 S . GROVE A V ENUE• EL G IN , ILLI N OIS 60120 

847 .695.8181 • F AX 847 .695.8241 
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Chi V\ese RestolH"ant 

•Mandarin• Szechuan• Hunan• Cantonese 
• Lunch • Dinner• Cocktails • Dine-In or Carry Out 

Monday thru Thursday 11 :00 am - 9:00 pm 
Friday 11 :00 am • 10:00 pm 

Saturday 11 :30 am - 10:00 pm 
Sunday 11 :30 am - 9:00 pm 

Sunday Brunch Buffet 11 :30 am - 3:00 pm 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
513-6060 • 513-6061 

2400 East Main St.• St. Charles, IL 

ELGIN 
ACADEMY 

Chartered 1839 

Come see the Elgin Academy Difference! 

• small classes 

• outstanding faculty 

• 100% college acceptance 
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Arthur J. DePalma 

1229 S. Main Street 
Algonquin, IL 60102 

Clini·n • Blum 
l r)l·o!t:,-r 

I! / 11 !Jt111cr111 t.-, ,11111' 

U!!ill . II. l,l) /:!(/ 
•s,i-"iil- [:I f,! 

Bob DePalma 

1-800-750-3299 

847-854-2485 

Elgin Academy is a Kindergarten through twelfth grade 

independent, college preparatory coeducational day 

school committed to developing the full potential of 

each of its students. The Academy fosters the skills, 

knowledge, and attitudes necessary to produce graduates who 

are intellectually engaged, emotionally secure, artistically 

literate, and confident about their place in the world. 

We are very pleased to support the outstanding work of 
the Elgin Suzuki Talent Education. 

Elgin Academy 350 Park Street Elgin, IL 60121 
Call our Admission Director at 847-695-0303 
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QANA P. /, USTIN 
FOUNDER 

PATRICIA M. AUSTIN 

7luslin 's Violin c51iop 

·110UNS, VIOV'S, C2LL0S 

.•.•.:.CE. ~E 0 :..1REO & ~ES':°OPED 

STRINGED ,N$7i=ILMENT REN7~LS 

316 \'/HEE~E? ::iQAD 

5UG>R GOOVE . . L 60554 
(630) ~66-7562 

, 
arenas Hair&Nail 

847-695-2255 
75 Market St. 
Elgin, IL 60123 

Design 

(Off Larkin-Behind Jewel) Angela Baron 

McCuAIG, HAEGER, 

BoLz & McCARTY 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

JAMES M. Barz 

895 WEST MAIN STREET 

WEST D UNDEE, IL 60 I I 8 
TEL: (847) 428-6107 

FAX: (847) 428-6078 

The Write Note, October 1999 

RF;#1~ 
Central REALTORS® 
: ac:-. O~:ce 1nceoer.aer.uy Owneo ii C::era;~c 

Dick A. Grieger 
Broker, G.A.I. 

Consu ltant 

703 W. Main S!reet 
Wes1 Dundee. lllino,s 60 11 8 

Ottice: (847) 426-7800 
V M.: (847) 868-t 224 
Fax: (84 7) i 26-6683 

CATERING CARRY ours 184 7) 55 1 -1810 
3ANOUET FACILITIES FAX (84 7) 55 1-1822 

WDO@~~ 
II If II JLEST.\t1)\AN't ~ tOtTNQE ~ ~ 

MEXICAN ANO AMERICAN FQOQ 

WE USE CHOLESTEROL FREE VEGETABLE Oil ONLY 

140 N. WesrcRN Ave. 
Rr. 31 1/4 MILE •jo ,::ir,.; OF 

RUBEN CAM,1,AENA SPRING H ILL M .:.LL 

KATHIE CAMERENA CAAPENTEi=IS\IILLE, IL 6011 0 

KAREN K. GRIFFITH 
Certified Public Accountant 
Certified Financial Planner 

35W175 Chateau Drive 
West Dundee, Illinois 60118 

(84 7)551-1443 
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