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SKBUian claims first prize
at national competition

Pallab Sarangi: Amit Ranjan Kuiry,
a first-year Computer Science stu-
dent from Sidho-Kanho-Birsha
University, has secured the first
position in the “Ideation of Start-
ups” category at the national-level
“Technovate” competition. Held
under the ANRF (SERB)-INAE
Conclave 2025 at the National In-
stitute of Advanced Manufacturing
Technology (NIAMT), Ranchi, the
event occurred from March 21 to
22, 2025. Amit earned top hon-
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ours for his Scort India Technolo-
gy project, an innovative concept
that proposes a travel companion
app designed to transform local
exploration. The application aims
to connect travellers with verified
local guides, ensuring a safer, more
culturally immersive experience.
Key proposed features include a
multilingual voice assistant, ro-
bust security mechanisms, and a
streamlined booking interface. The
concept impressed judges with
its relevance to real-world travel
concerns and potential for posi-
tive social and economic impact.
“Technovate” served as a national
platform for students to showcase
innovative ideas under the broader
theme “Atmanirbhar Technologies
Engineering Secure Future.” Oth-
er featured categories included In-
novative Products >> Page 4...
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Where Vision Meets Reality: SKBU Unveils Swami Vivekananda
Centre for Innovation and Transformation to Enhance Empowerment

Barsha Mukherjee: The statue of
Swami Vivekananda was inaugu-
rated at Sidho-Kanho -Birsha Uni-
versity campus on 30® May, Fri-
day. Swami Divyanandaji Maharaj
of the Ramakrishna Math com-
menced the inaugural; dignitaries
included Swami Shivapradananda-
ji Maharaj and the Secretary of
the Purulia Ramakrishna Mission.
On this occasion, Vice-Chancellor
Pabitra Kumar Chakrabarti con-
gratulated the academic society of
the university professors and staff
for their open contribution and in-
itiation in installing the statue. It
has been funded altogether through
personal donations. Along with the
inaugural, the university also ex-
tended the launching of the Swami
Vivekananda Centre for Innova-
tion and Transformation, offering
six-month and one-year courses
through this Centre, bringing 20
courses under one umbrella to
meet practical industry standards.
It will include progressive subjects
such as Psychological Counselling,
Public Administration, Income Tax
& GST, Heritage Management,
and Public Health. The vice chan-

cellor added that the university is
also implementing initiatives to
encourage students to study mili-
tary subjects.The necessary clear-
ance for this is under discussion

with the country’s armed forces to
start diploma courses. Additional-
ly, the vice chancellor stressed the
need for such academic blending

Beyond the Kitchen: Versity Canteen fuels

Women SHGs
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Tamanna Mondal: Cooperation,
self-reliance, and collective pro-
gress, these are the core values of
the co-operative movement. Based
on these ideals, Sampurna Parise-
va Co-operative Society Ltd. Was
established on March 30, 2016.
From its inception, the society has
aimed to create employment op-
portunities for the underprivileged,
especially women, and help them
to wwachieve economic self-suf-
ficiency.With this goal in mind,
since 2021, a team of 15 women
from the society has been success-
fully running a food canteen at Sid-
ho-Kanho-Birsa University, one
of the prominent higher education
institutions in the Purulia district
of West Bengal. Beyond a canteen
with daily hustles of the students,
this place also tells a powerful sto-
ry of the confidence, struggle and
women’s empowerment. These
women work efficiently to deliv-
er their best within the working

hours of university and serve the
students with maternal care, taking
care of cooking with fresh ingre-
dients, serving meals, maintaining
hygiene, and managing accounts
all by themselves. The universi-
ty authorities have also extended
strong encouragement and nec-
essary support to their initiative.
The most noteworthy aspect of this
effort is that the women involved
were formerly homemakers, agri-
cultural workers, or unemployed.
By becoming part of this co-opera-
tive, they are now financially stable
and way towards self-sufficiency
against majorative connotations.
Sitla Mahato, one of the members,
justified the same when asked
about her achievement. There is a
strong hope that in the future, this
co-operative will engage in more
service-orientated activities and
play an important role in encourag-
ing others in the same line of such
societal progress.

to achieve a better outcome for
the student’s potential and unlock
many timely possibilities, making
this initiative at a first level in the
university standards. Swami Divy-
anandaji Maharaj seconded this
noble thought while addressing the
students; further, he quoted many
incidents from Swamiji’s life
and expressed his belief that the
Centre will bring Swamiji’s ideas
into practicality among the youth,
creating numerous opportunities
with a sustainable future. Interest-
ed students need to visit the offi-
cial website of the University for
enrollment in the offered courses
and eligible candidates may apply
at https://www.skbu.ac.in/students/
diploma_admission

The ceremony concluded with a
cultural program, where students
performed traditional songs and
dances. The event highlighted the
university’s commitment to holis-
tic education, blending academic
rigour with practical skills and
ethical values. This collaborative
spirit promises a bright future for
the university students.
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Youth-Led SEYVA Project
at SKBU Pioneers Elderly
Care in Rural India

Prajna Banerjee: As India ap-
proaches a demographic turning
point, with its elderly population
projected to reach 194 million by
2030, it faces mounting challenges
in providing adequate care for its
ageing citizens. Rising life expec-
tancy, coupled with declining fer-
tility and mortality rates, signals
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a future where older adults will
soon outnumber the young. Yet,
in a nation still grappling with
basic healthcare and infrastruc-
ture needs, the looming burden of
chronic illness among the elderly
poses a significant public health
concern. Amid this backdrop,
the traditional support system
for India’s elderly is eroding as
joint families give way to nuclear
households driven by rapid urban-
ization and economic shifts. With
daily reports highlighting elder
abuse and neglect, concerns are
growing that India may be evolv-
ing into a society where >> Page 6...
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Purulia Teacher Honored with Bal Sahitya Puraskar for Contribution to
Santhali Children’s Literature

Equations with Excellence:
The story of a globally
acknowledged academician

Anuj Thakkar: Dr. Gour Chandra
Mabhata from the Department of
Mathematics at Sidho Kanho Bir-
sha University has received global
recognition. Stanford University
and Elsevier ranked him among the
top 2% of scientists worldwide. He
has done great work in operations
research and applied mathemat-
ics and adds environmental issues

and uncertainty to supply chain
studies. This has made his work
popular around the world. He has
written more than 100 research pa-
pers. These were published in in-
ternational journals. He also wrote
two books. One of them is “Credit
Policy and Inventory Manage-
ment”. His work helps industries
make better decisions and improve
performance. Dr. Mahata is a role
model for students. His dedication
to teaching and research is truly
inspiring.

Jhalda Forest Dept
Quenches Birds’ Thirst
with Tree-Tied Water Pots

Puspita Koner: The Forest De-
partment of Purulia has taken the
initiative to quench the thirst of
birds. From the division, the Jhal-
da Range Office to beat offices and
nurseries wherever there is fre-
quent bird activity clay pots filled
with water have been tied to trees.
Forest workers fill these pots with
water every morning and evening.
ok % \
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Both known and unknown birds
are seen dipping their beaks into
the water and seemingly setting
off on long, refreshed journeys.
Such scenes have been witnessed
at the Jhalda Range and its sub-of-
fices, like the Khamar and Kalma
beat offices, where forest staff are
filling the earthen pots with wa-
ter. Apurba Mahanti, the ranger
of the Jhalda Forest Department,
stated that apart from the range
and beat offices, nurseries, some
local schools, and the BDO office,
several other bird-frequented spots
have been identified and equipped
with water pots tied to trees. He
added that the number of pots will
be increased if necessary. The res-
idents have praised and welcomed
this thoughtful initiative by the
Forest Department.

Debanjali Bhakat: Purulia Teach-
er Honored with Bal Sahitya Pu-
raskar for Contribution to Santhali
Children’s Literature Poet and
teacher Haralal Murmu has been
nominated for Bal Sahitya Puras-
kar for his significant contribution
to children’s literature in the San-
thali language. Haralal Babu, a
resident of Teheldi village in the
remote Barabazar block of Purulia,
was informed about his award by
the Sahitya Akademi. As soon as
the news broke, congratulatory
messages poured in for this Eng-
lish teacher at Bari High School in
Manbazar No. 2 block.

The teacher added that his poet-
ry collection for children, “Sona
Miruwa: Sandesh”, earned him
a nomination in the Santhali lan-
guage category. He has published
seven books in Santhali, including
literature for children. His passion
for literature dates back to his
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childhood; he started writing poet-
ry in the sixth grade. Later, besides
poetry, he also wrote short stories
and novels.

The poet is deeply concerned about
children’s growing addiction to
mobile phones. He said, “Children
are losing their connection with
nature. One of the main purposes
of my writing is to establish a con-
nection between the child’s mind
and nature, to awaken their love
for nature. Also, I want humanity
to be ingrained in children’s minds
from childhood.” Haralal mentions
that nature is the primary subject in
his poems.

The people of the district are also
happy that a teacher and poet from
a remote area of Purulia has re-
ceived a national award. Shanti
Gopal Mahato, the acting head-
master of Bari High School, said,
“We are proud that a poet from our
district has been honoured, and that

Sweety Koner: The Department
of Bengali Sidho-Kanho-Birsha

University organized a national
“Mother Language: Problems and
Possibilities” seminar on the occa-
tion of International Mother Lan-
guage Day. Speakers at the sem-

From Village to Stethoscope: Purulia Duo
Journey from Fields to Medicine

Bushra Naaz: Two determined
individuals from the rural corners
of Purulia district, Aatika Zamil
and Fardin Akhtar, have achieved
a significant milestone by complet-
ing their MBBS degree despite fac-
ing considerable challenges. Their
journey from villages with limited
educational facilities to becoming
qualified medical professionals is
a testament to their resilience and
dedication.

Aatika and Fardin, both hailing
from ignoble backgrounds, nav-
igated a path where access to
resources for competitive exam
preparation was scarce. However,
with unwavering determination,
the support of their families, and

! [ DR FARDINAKHTAR

with the guidance of dedicated
teachers, they successfully cleared
the NEET examination and se-
cured admission to government
medical colleges.

As qualified doctors, their aspi-
rations are rooted in serving their
communities. Both Aatika and
Fardin are keen to return to rural
areas where healthcare access re-
mains a dream for many. Their
goal is to provide medical care and
inspire the local youth to pursue
their dreams, demonstrating the
transformative power of education.
These two young doctors from Pu-
rulia are not just medical profes-
sionals but powerful role models
for a generation.

too by an organization like Sahitya
Akademi. This award proves how
deeply literary pursuits are rooted
in the remote areas of this district.
Haralal Murmu’s father, Kalesh-
war Murmu, also expressed his joy,
saying that his son’s pen should
never stop. Haralal Murmu aims
to encourage the new generation’s
interest in literature in the future.
With the prize money, he plans to
establish a literarz/ library.

'.-
Preserving mother toungues: Voices from the Seminar

inar included Professor Chhanda
Ghoshal from Vidyasagar Univer-
sity, Professor Sanat Kumar Maha-
to, and Professor Sambhunath Maji
from Sidho-Kanho-Birsha Univer-
sity. Speakers at the symposium
discussed the importance of the
mother tongue, current challenges,
and future possibilities. Professor
Chhanda Ghoshal, in particular,
highlighted essential issues such
as language preservation and lan-
guage extinction in her speech.
This seminar created a necessary
platform for discussions on vari-
ous aspects related to the mother
tongue.

Widdhiman in Purulia
to train youthful crick-

eters

Chiranjib Pan: Famous Indian
cricketer Widdhiman Saha has
decided to help young cricketers
in Purulia. On March 11, he vis-
ited the MSA Ground in Purulia.
Manbhum  Sports  Association
welcomed and honoured him, and
people gathered to see him.

While addressing the crowd, Wid-
dhiman said he would now visit
Purulia twice a month to train
young players. He wants the local
boys and girls to get better chanc-
es to retain and extend in cricket.
He also added he would try to as-
sist them in getting selected for big
teams in Kolkata and even for the
Bengal state team.

The young players were pleased
and optimistic with his support.
Firoti Singh Mura from Baghmun-
di and Payel Pandey from Station
Para, both from the district wom-
en’s team, said they would try their
best to get selected for the state
if provided with good coaching.
Aslam Sheikh, Joint Secretary of
the Manbhum Sports Association,
asked Widdhiman to train the
players at their ground. Overall,
Widdhiman’s decision has brought
a lot of hope to young cricketers in
Purulia.
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An animated classic still delivers war’s grim truth

Pallab Sarangi: With an impres-
sive IMDb score of 8.5/10 and
a stunning 100% on Rotten To-
matoes. It is an Isao Takahata’s
film which was released in 1988.
Grave of the Fireflies transcends
its animated form to become a pro-
foundly impactful piece of com-
munication. This film serves as an
unforgettable testament to the true
face of war. This work was direct-
ed by the legendary Isao Takahata.
This film was produced by Studio
Ghibli. It is a name synonymous
with high-quality and emotionally
resonant animation. Grave of the
Fireflies features impactful origi-
nal Japanese voice performances
from Tsutomu Tatsumi as the older
brother Seita and Ayano Shiraishi
as his younger sister Setsuko.They
both deliver heartbreaking authen-
ticity to their roles.

The film powerfully communi-
cates its core theme. The devastat-
ing and multifaceted human cost
of war, particularly its impact on
innocent civilians and children. Tt
clearly and unflinchingly shows
how conflict leads not just to vi-
olent death but also to the horrors
of starvation, societal breakdown
and the tragic erosion of compas-
sion. It delivers a powerful mes-
sage about neglect and the dire
consequences when national pride

and the machinery of war over-
ride basic humanity. This critical
message is amplified significant-
ly by the film’s strong historical
grounding. Grave of the Fireflies
is adapted from Akiyuki Nosaka’s
semi-autobiographical short story,
which reflects his own harrowing
experiences during and after the
1945 firebombing of Kobe, Japan,
near the end of World War II. This
basis in real events allows the film
to present an unflinchingly honest
and deeply personal civilian per-
spective on horrors often glossed
over in more depersonalised war
narratives.

The story itself follows two young
siblings. During WWII in Japan,
teenager Seita and his little sister
Setsuko are orphaned after their
home is destroyed by bombing.
They struggle to survive. They
were facing cruelty from a rela-
tive and severe food shortages and
were forced to live alone. Seita’s
desperate attempts to care for Set-
suko lead them on a tragic fight for
survival in an indifferent world.
Grave of the Fireflies is a master-
class in leveraging the medium of
animation to convey a profound,
complex & incredibly difficult
message. It doesn’t shy away from
portraying the depths of tragedy.
It stands as a powerful example.

From the Muddled Head person called Editor

of how narrative storytelling can
foster deep empathy and deliver
a lasting anti-war statement. This
film compels viewers to confront
uncomfortable truths and demon-
strates the immense power of film
as a communicative tool for social
commentary & human connection.

Hum Gareeb Hai, Gaddar Nahi! : Season 4 Panchayat

Anuj Thakkar: Do you know what
the best thing about Panchayat is?
In a time where everyone is trying
to create something extraordinary,
the creators of Panchayat quietly
delivered four solid seasons, each
one better than the last; however, is
it? The show’s simplicity touches
the audience the most, and that’s
precisely why it has become one of
India’s most loved web series.

This season received mixed re-
views; I wasn’t quite satisfied with
the previous one. But this season?
It is incredible and heartwarming.
The storyline is simple and easy
to follow, with no unnecessary
complications, ensuring you never
feel bored while watching. Even if
you don’t remember how the last
season ended, the opening of this
one helps you quickly connect the
dots. The plot revolves around the
Panchayat elections, and the sto-
ry handles t_his‘ theme well. While

mauj masti nahi ko chahye

Source: Viewer’s screenshot from YouTube

politics is the central focus, the
chemistry between Sachiv ji and
Rinki also develops further, giving
clear hints about the future.
Talking about the characters,
every one of them justifies their
presence and performance. Jee-
tu Bhaiya as Abhishek is always
lovable. However, Chandan Roy
(Vikas) and Faisal Malik (Prahlad
Cha) deserve special mention for
their solid performances. Prahlad
Cha was a fan favourite last sea-
son, and he’s even better this time.
Neena Gupta, Sambhika, and Ra-
ghubir Yadav were all top-notch,
too. But this season, Binod, played
by Ashok Pathak, truly stole the
show. He portrayed the charac-
ter with such depth that you can’t
help but admire him. Whenever
they appear on screen, Durgesh
Kumar and Sunita Rajwar make
you instantly dislike their charac-
ters, a true sign of brilliant acting.
Bullo Kumar, as Madhav, also did
an outstanding job. What’s lovely
about Panchayat is that no char-
acter feels unnecessary, even the
most minor roles have meaning
and contribute to the story. An-
other reason I love Panchayat is
the music. The background score
has always been beloved, but this
season also introduced some beau-
tiful songs. The song covering the
voting process in 3 to 3.5 minutes
perfectly exemplifies efficient and
emotional storytelling. The music
fits every scene, funny, emotion-
al, or intense, perfectly elevating
the mood. The dialogue writing in
Season 4 is outstanding. Some

Source: Viewer’s screenshot from YouTube

lines make you laugh out loud,
while others touch your heart and
make you emotional. The screen-
play is tight and never strays from
the main storyline, maintaining a
good pace throughout. The direc-
tion by Deepak Kumar Mishra and
Akshat Vijayvargiya is clear and
consistent. Their vision is evident
in every frame.

However, one minor drawback
this season was the absence of
a few important characters, like
Jagmohan, his grandmother, and
Parmeshwar ji. Their presence was
meaningful in the last seasons,
and their absence was noticeable.
Another important and negative
aspect of this season is that while
doing election campaigns both the
parties failed to raise important is-
sues like the bad condition of the
road. Bhushan and other members
did not use that issue.

Personal Rating: 375777 v 77 (3/5)

Dr. Nandita Banerjee: The idea
of a university tabloid struck us
like lightning in a cloudless, starry
night. Without any scope of prior
preparation, planning and execu-
tion, somehow, we tumbled into
the massive task of capturing the
fresh ideas from our future journal-
ists. Being aware that an editorial
in a university tabloid is a powerful
tool for engaging the campus com-
munity in meaningful conversation
about the issues that matter most.
As it’s the first issue of the cam-
pus chronicle, we tried to include
all possible topics, from university
updates to the news items care-
fully collected from the surround-
ing areas. Films, series reviews,
sports columns, and news revolved
around the surface of the clear blue
sky and visible greeneries and the
faint glimpse of Ajodhya pahar
from our fifth-floor wide veran-
das in rain-drenched afternoons.
We trusted the young minds, their
creativity and dedication, through
which they had miniaturized and
brought inside the myriad moods
and montage of memories created
by their creative ink, seconding
the notion, ‘whenever it pours in
Purulia, so does nostalgia.” We
have got a few success stories of
past students and many promises
made by the future ones. We sin-
cerely thank their relentless efforts
to make the Campus Chronicle
see the light of the day. I sincerely
thank our Vice Chancellor, Profes-
sor Pabitra Kumar Chakrabarti, for
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his encouragement and innovative
approach in publishing the first
tabloid on the University’s Foun-
dation Day. I would particularly
thank dear friends and colleagues
Samrat Sengupta and Joydeep
Sengupta for their constant sup-
port and for taking time out of
their busy schedule to advise and
guide us throughout the journey,
and last but not the least Sabyas-
achi Bhattacharjee for his constant
effort to make it a success. It’s the
beginning of a road less travelled,
belonging to those who believe in
the beauty of their dreams...
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SKBU Grows endenger varity of White Palash at lab

Gungun Bannerjee: The rare
white Palash has recently become
a significant attraction in Purulia,
which is known for its vibrant red
Palash trees. In response to public
interest and conservation concerns,
the Botany Department of Sid-
ho-Kanho-Birsha University has
initiated a unique project to propa-
gate white Palash saplings through
tissue culture and vegetative prop-
agation. Dr. Subrata Raha’s ini-
tiative aims to preserve the few
surviving trees and meet growing
demand. Using micro-propagation
techniques, up to 100 saplings can
be generated from a single cutting,
with the first batch expected in six
months to be planted with support
from the Forest Department.

White Palash trees in small num-
bers in areas like Baghmundi,
Puncha, and Rakab are scarce
compared to the commonly seen
red and the occasionally found
yellow varieties. Due to beliefs

'
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in its medicinal properties—par-
ticularly its gum being linked to
infertility cures—branches are of-
ten broken off, making the species
more vulnerable. To protect the
remaining 15 identified trees, the
Forest Department is conducting
local awareness drives and moni-
toring efforts. Locals and environ-
mentalists, including President’s
Award recipient Birbhanu Giri,
have been working to preserve the
species and support propagation.
Researchers such as Sourav Gorai
have noted high antibacterial prop-
erties in the white Palash, though
more research is needed to validate
its medicinal uses. Joint studies
are underway with the Zoology
Department to explore its effects
scientifically.

The project highlights the cultural
fascination and scientific interest
surrounding the rare white Palash,
emphasizing the need for conser-
vation and continued research.

Empowering Voices, Inspiring Change: Bhabini Mahato
Centre for Women'’s Studies offers P.G. diploma at SKBU

Mampi Dey: SKBU, nestled in
the historic Purulia district once
known as Manbhum, the land of
the ‘Man’ kings, is a testament
to the region’s spirit of resistance
and resilience. Rooted in a legacy
of struggle against colonial forc-
es, symbolized by legendary tribal
heroes like Sidho, Kanho, and the
revered Birsha Munda, the univer-
sity embodies a deep commitment
to social justice and empowerment
of the marginalized. In this power-
ful historical and cultural context,
the Bhabini Mahato Centre for
Women’s Studies was established
in 2017, offering an academic
space dedicated to the voices often
left unheard. Named after Bhabini
Mahato, a symbol of strength and
advocacy for the voiceless, the
Centre introduced a Postgraduate
Diploma in Women’s Studies, re-
cently renamed P.G. Diploma in
Women’s Studies and Gender Sen-

sitization for Organizations from
the 2025-26 session. Emphasizing
inclusivity over exclusivity, this
program has welcomed students of
all genders, underscoring that gen-
der studies transcend binaries and
stereotypes. Guided by an inter-
disciplinary core committee from
diverse academic fields, Bengali,
History, Political Science, Sociol-
ogy, and Psychology, the course
integrates relevant themes such as
women and law, workplace harass-
ment, and gender psychology. The
Centre aspires to elevate the diplo-
ma into a full-fledged postgradu-
ate program with robust research
opportunities. In a region marked
by geographical isolation and so-
cio-political disparities, the Centre
is a transformative academic plat-
form fostering inclusivity, chal-
lenging hierarchies, and inspiring
critical engagement with gender
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Anuj Thakkar: The Department
of Law at Sidho Kanho Birsha
University is actively bringing
crucial legal information and aid
through its “Pro Bono Publico” in-
itiative. This program, a part of the
law curriculum, provides free legal
assistance and outreach, ensuring
access to justice for those who
need it most. Students from the
Department of Law are deeply in-
volved in delivering these vital ser-

vices as part of their legal outreach
and legal aid curriculum. The uni-
versity’s “Pro Bono Club” organ-
izes legal awareness campaigns,
both on the university campus (Ac-
ademic Building 3, Room 104) and
in various off-campus locations.
These sessions are designed to
educate individuals on their legal
rights and offer guidance on nav-

SKBUian claims first prize

>> Continued to Page 1 Prototypes
and the Grand Ideas Challenge.
The competition encouraged stu-
dent innovation and was sponsored
by the Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation and the Indian
National Academy of Engineering.
The prize distribution ceremo-
ny was held on April 5, 2025, at
NIAMT, Ranchi, and was graced
by several eminent dignitaries, in-
cluding Shri Sanjay Seth, Minister
of State for Defence, Government
of India; Ms Mohua Dutta, MD &
CEO of MDS IndoCan Inc Cana-
da; and senior academic leaders
from IT (ISM) Dhanbad, NIT
Jamshedpur, and NIAMT.

Univ’s Pro Bono Club Makes Real-World Impact

igating legal processes. The latest
campaign was held on May 7th.
Sayantan Ghosh, a student , shared
his experience: “Being part of the
Pro Bono Club has been incredi-
bly rewarding. It’s not just about
learning law in a classroom. it’s
about seeing its real-world impact
and helping people directly. We’ve
been able to reach so many indi-
viduals who genuinely needed this
information.” The impact of this
initiative extends directly to ben-
eficiaries like Chiranjib Pan, who
recounted: “I had a complicated
property issue and no idea where to
even start. The students at the Pro
Bono Club listened patiently, ex-
plained things clearly, and guided
me through the initial steps. It was
a huge relief and I’'m incredibly
thankful for their free assistance.”
This ongoing commitment by
Sidho Kanho Birsha University’s
Department of Law highlights its
dedication to social responsibili-
ty. By fostering legal literacy and
providing direct, free legal aid, the
program plays a significant role in
bridging the legal knowledge gap
and ensuring justice is more acces-
sible within the community.

Amit expressed his project’s vi-
sion of revolutionising local trav-
el through secure, human-cen-
tric technology. He credited his
achievement to the nurturing aca-
demic environment at SKBU and
mentorship received from Prof.
Dr. Sanat Kumar Mahto, Head of
the Computer Science Department,
and faculty member Shri Rabi Lo-
chan Mahato. Amit’s success at
Technovate 2025 marks a proud
moment for SKBU, highlighting
the university’s growing presence
on the national innovation land-
scape and inspiring other students
to pursue creative and impactful
ventures.

Seminar showcases Tusu & Chhotanagpur culture

Puja Gope: On January 10, 2025,
the Kudmali Department of Sid-
ho-Kanho-Birsha University host-
ed a National Seminar on Tusu
songs and Chhotanagpur culture,
bringing together over 170 schol-
ars and students from institutions
such as Ranchi University and
Binod Bihari Mahto Koyalanchal
University. The seminar was
graced by dignitaries, includ-
ing Professor Dr Pabitra Kumar
Chakrabarti  (Vice-Chancellor),
Professor Dr Nachiketa Bandyo-
padhyay (Registrar), and Professor
Dr Sanat Kumar Mahato (Head,
Kudmali Department). Esteemed
scholars such as Dr H. N. Singh,
Dr Vrindavan Mahato, and Dr Par-
ameswari Prasad Mahato offered
valuable insights, emphasizing the
cultural and historical importance
of Tusu songs. Cultural figures like
Shri Sunil Kumar Mahato and Shri
Hangseswar Mahato discussed the
deep-rooted traditions and the role
of Tusu in regional identity. Tusu
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songs, passed down orally, reflect
the agrarian life and collective
memory of the Chhotanagpur re-
gion. The seminar underscored
the critical role of academia in
preserving and documenting this
folk tradition. Through continued
research and involvement of the
younger generation, universities
can help safeguard this cultural
heritage against erosion and ensure
its meaningful transmission to fu-
ture generations. The event marked
a significant step in promoting and
preserving the cultural richness of
Chhotanagpur.

Where wisdom meets wel-
fare reviving ancient roots

Chiranjib Pan: The Sanskrit De-
partment of SKBU recently or-
ganized a national seminar titled
“The Impact of Culture on Public
Welfare,” highlighting Sanskrit’s
enduring influence on society. The
event began with the traditional
lamp lighting and was conducted
in a hybrid format to ensure broad
participation. Focusing on how
cultural values can enhance mod-
ern human welfare, the seminar
featured distinguished speakers

such as Prof. Dr. Mukesh Kumar
(IIT Kharagpur), Prof. Dr. Ayan

Bhattacharya (WB State Univer-
sity), and Prof. Dr. Piyali Shasmal
(Sanskrit Department), who em-
phasized the relevance of Sanskrit
and cultural heritage in promoting
individual and societal well-being.
Dr. Amlesh Kumar Pradhan (Polit-
ical Science) sparked a thoughtful
discussion on simplifying Sanskrit
education, while Prof. Dr. Pratap
Chandra Roy, Head of the Sanskrit
Department, stressed the need to
reconnect with cultural roots to ad-
dress present-day unrest. Student
Mahananda Mandal shared how
the seminar offered meaningful
insights beyond the classroom.
The event reinforced the idea that
alongside scientific advancement,
cultural and linguistic heritage es-
pecially Sanskrit plays a vital role
in nurturing human values and
public welfare, aiming to inspire
the younger generation to value
this legacy.

New Purulia-Digha Govt.
Bus Service Flagged Off

Rahul Sao: SBSTC has launched
a new government bus service
from Purulia to Digha, fulfilling a
long-pending demand of passen-
gers. The service was formally in-
augurated at the Purulia bus stand
by Zilla Parishad Chairperson
Nibedita Mahato, Superintendent
of Police Abhijit Banerjee, and SB-
STC Chairman Subhash Mondal,
among other dignitaries. Starting
Wednesday, the daily bus will de-
part from Purulia at 6:45 AM and
reach Digha by 3:00 PM, returning
on the same schedule. The fare for
the journey is 3245, and the route
will cover Bandwan, Jhargram,
Lodhasuli, and Contai. SBSTC
Chairman Subhash Mondal high-
lighted the increasing public de-
mand for transportation to Digha’s
Jagannath Dham and assured fur-
ther expansion of services. Plans
are underway to introduce Volvo
buses on the route shortly.
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How Far is Purulia? Wasted Ecologies, Urbanization

and My Dwelling Between

Dr. Samrat Sengupta: We the
decadent dwellers of city, the id-
iots from Kolkata we often view
everything beyond urban borders
as rustic villages or untouched
forests. So when I applied to Sid-
ho-Kanho-Birsha University in Pu-
rulia, my family was excited by the
idea of exotic travels, yet also anx-
ious about what would become of
me once exiled from the city. When
I got the job, my unease deepened.
I recalled Rabindranath Tagore’s
Postmaster, where the city man’s
enchantment with rural life gives
way to loneliness. I, too, arrived
with academic ideals but little hope
for happiness. People consoled me
with the promise of fresh air and
greenery, which Kolkatans believe
exists everywhere but in their own
city. To my surprise, Purulia Town
wasn’t green. Dust filled the air;
trucks belched black smoke, and
garbage scattered. Still, I felt a
strange relief it was still a city, not

Spaces

the romantic wilderness I feared. I
brought my urban habits with me,
even my mental clutter. Purulia
seemed unready for the wasteful-
ness we export from Kolkata, our
overconsumption, and casual dis-
cards. Yet I found comfort in famil-
iar signs of urban life: malls, cafes,
and restaurants. I chose proximity
to those over the quiet, greener
university campus. As time passed,
Purulia grew busier. Trains filled
faster. And I found myself slow-
ly changing. Three years on, I'm
not entirely a Kolkattan anymore.
I care when I see plastic packets
strewn across the roads of Purulia.
I know what we bring here and
what we fail to take back respon-
sibility and mindfulness. One day,
perhaps, we will lose our sense of
belonging everywhere. Purulia re-
mains far, yet a part of me now. I
still search for that quieter corner,
untouched and undisturbed, where
T might truly feel at home.

Mentorship from the red soil: A pathway through SKBU

Dr. Sonali Mukherjee: When I
stepped onto the Sidho-Kanho-Bir-
sha University campus for the first
time, I carried a mix of hope, un-
certainty, and quiet anticipation. In
Purulia, one of West Bengal’s most
connotated belittled yet culturally
rich districts, SKBU stood as an
academic institution and a sym-
bol of resilience and opportunity. I
soon realized this was no ordinary
place. Our students, many of whom
come from tribal and marginalized
communities, are often first-gener-
ation learners. Their dedication to
education in the face of poverty,
distance, and social hurdles is pro-
foundly humbling. I’ve watched
them arrive on campus with lim-
ited exposure but limitless deter-
mination, and each story is of grit.
Teaching here has taught me more
than I could have imagined. I had
to unlearn rigid pedagogy and re-

Academic Publishing Gets

Prof. Gouri Sankar Nag: Recog-
nising the pivotal role of intellectu-
al output in defining a university’s
stature, SKBU established a dedi-
cated publication cell, marking a
significant step toward enhancing
its academic profile. Several pio-
neering publications were also re-
leased, even during the challenging
COVID-19 pandemic. In recent
times, the university has witnessed
transformative changes. His vision
has driven campus development
and infrastructural beautification,
reinvigorating SKBU’s focus on
academic publishing. As part of
this transformation, two new pub-
lication units—one for Humanities
and Commerce, and another for
Science—have been formally es-
tablished with the approval of the
Executive Committee. These units
operate under the Vice Chancel-
lor’s guidance, aiming to cultivate
a culture of in-house scholarship

learn through context using vis-
uals, local languages, and real-life
analogies to make lessons reso-
nate. The shift has been reward-
ing as students grew academically
and in confidence and self-worth.
Outside the classroom, Purulia it-
self has been a teacher. The tribal
traditions, folk wisdom, and com-
munity spirit have expanded my
worldview, grounding my urban
academic training in lived realities.
My colleagues, too, have become
pillars of strength; we collaborate
as educators, mentors, and human
beings navigating shared challeng-
es. There have been difficult days
and moments of self-doubt. But
the sense of purpose far outweighs
those I find here. At SKBU, we are
not just imparting knowledge but
also helping build futures for long
overlooked communities. And for
that, I will always be grateful.

a Push at SKBU

and encourage faculty to produce
original, high-quality academic
works. Ten senior faculty members
from the humanities and Science
streams form two editorial com-
mittees. These committees active-
ly evaluate and fast-track several
book proposals, with the shared
mission of promoting meaning-
ful and impactful research. This
initiative is a strategic move to
document and disseminate the uni-
versity’s intellectual contributions
for future generations. The univer-
sity’s approach is guided by a clear
Mission, Mandate, and Mentor,
driving its aspiration to publish
thought-provoking and insightful
academic works. On behalf of the
Social Sciences committee, there is
growing optimism about contribut-
ing significantly to the university’s
legacy by producing scholarly
titles that reflect academic rigour
and deep analytical insight.

Prof_é

Fostering Innovation and Inquiry: A Creative Leap For-
ward for Journalism and Mass Communication at SKBU

Dr. Subhankar Dey: As part of
my academic journey, I have al-
ways embraced the responsibility
of designing and delivering inno-
vative courses that reflect the latest
in progressive research and ignite a
genuine sense of curiosity and en-
thusiasm among students. Through
carefully curated curricula, I have
sought to foster critical thinking,
interdisciplinary exploration, and a
deeper engagement with the evolv-
ing academic landscape. My ef-
forts have consistently been driven
by the belief that education should
not just inform, but should inspire.
In addition to teaching, I have had
the privilege of mentoring and
supervising numerous research
scholars. This role has allowed me
to guide students navigating com-
plex research challenges, helping
them develop strong methodolog-
ical foundations and a passion for
inquiry. Watching their intellectual
growth and contributions to aca-
demic discourse has been deeply
rewarding, professionally and per-
sonally.

I extend my heartfelt wishes to
the Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication students in
this spirit of creativity and academ-
ic innovation. This department,
rooted in the dynamic intersection
of media, society, and technology,
plays a vital role in shaping in-
formed, thoughtful communicators
and storytellers of the future. With
their fresh perspectives and crea-

Where the Voice Becomes
Vision: Pursuing Journalism
for a Democracy

Mr. Sabyasachi Bhattacharjee:
In a time when misinformation
spreads faster than truth, the role
of journalism has never been more
vital. A healthy democracy thrives
on transparency, accountability,
and informed citizens, and journal-
ism is the cornerstone that upholds
these values. Pursuing journalism
as a career today is not just about
headlines or breaking news; it is
a powerful act of public service.
Journalists serve as watchdogs,
question power, and amplify un-
heard voices. They investigate, in-
form, and interpret the events that
shape our world. In doing so, they
bridge the gap between the people
and policymakers, ensuring the
truth is spoken and acted upon. At
Sidho-Kanho-Birsha  University,
the Journalism and Mass Com-
munication program empowers
students with the tools to examine
the world critically, tell compelling
stories, and advocate for justice. In
this department, creativity meets
responsibility, and communica-
tion catalyses change. Choosing
journalism is choosing to uphold
truth in a world full of noise. It
is a career that demands courage,
curiosity, and clarity—and offers
the satisfaction of contributing to
a more transparent, informed, and
equitable society.

tive energy, I am confident these
students will introduce new dimen-
sions to the university’s academic
and cultural fabric.

Their work, be it journalistic en-
deavours, media productions, or
research-driven narratives, will
not only contribute to the aesthetic
appeal of the campus environment
but also enhance the intellectual
vibrancy of the institution. Innova-
tive projects born out of such crea-
tive reflection have the potential to
redefine conventional approaches
and lead to meaningful, long-term
impact.

To the faculty and students lead-
ing this initiative, I commend your
commitment to pushing bound-
aries and embracing innovation.
Your work represents a step for-
ward in aligning education with
real-world relevance and artistic
expression. May this endeavour set
new standards and serve as a mod-
el for academic creativity across
disciplines.

I wish the Department of JMC suc-
cess in this exciting venture. May
your innovative efforts resonate
far beyond the classroom, shaping
minds and narratives for years.

From foundational phase,
to unified campus for
academic excellence

Dr. Dinanath Ghatak: Sid-
ho-Kanho-Birsha University, es-
tablished on 6th July 2010, has
emerged as a beacon of higher
education in the region. Starting
with limited resources and tempo-
rary arrangements, the University
initially offered 12 postgraduate
courses in its first academic ses-
sion (2011-12), conducted across
affiliated colleges. Five more
postgraduate programs were intro-
duced within a year, demonstrat-
ing a steady academic expansion.
Despite early logistical challeng-
es, including scattered campuses
and modest administrative setups,
SKBU maintained a strong aca-
demic culture and a committed
teaching community. These foun-
dational years laid the groundwork
for sustainable growth. A landmark
achievement came in August 2016,
when SKBU successfully central-
ised all its academic departments
on a newly developed 13-acre
campus along Ranchi Road, near
the Purulia Sainik School. This
move signalled the University’s
transition into a unified institution,
dedicated to fostering academic
excellence and contributing to the
socio-educational  development
of the region. Today, SKBU sym-
bolises progress, resilience, and
commitment to quality education
in West Bengal.
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Symphony of Tradition and Innovation

Rekha Gorai: Established in
2021, the Department of Perform-
ing Arts at Sidho Kanho Birsha
University has swiftly emerged as
a vibrant hub for nurturing artistic
talent in Hindustani Classical Vo-
cal Music and Rabindra Sangeet.
Located in the tranquil red-soil
heartland of Purulia, the depart-
ment combines rigorous academic
training with Bengal’s rich musical
traditions.

Students receive immersive in-
struction in classical raga theory,
voice techniques, and the lyrical
intricacies of Tagore’s composi-
tions, guided by experienced facul-
ty and visiting artists. Celebrations
such as Rabindra Jayanti, Basanta
Utsav, World Music Day, compe-

SEY VA Project

>> Continued to Page 1 its elderly
are left increasingly isolated. In re-
sponse, the Department of Anthro-
pology & Tribal Studies under the
guidence of Dr. Jaydeep Sengupta
at SKBU has launched an impact-
ful initiative titled Social Security
for the Elderly through Youth Vol-
untary Action (SEYVA). Funded
by the Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR) under
the Viksit Bharat@2047 flagship
program, SEYVA aims to build a
community-based, culturally sen-
sitive model of geriatric care led
by local youth. Since its sanction in
December 2024, the SEYVA pro-
ject has reached nearly 1,600 older
adults and 3,000 households across
Purulia, South 24 Parganas, and
Ranchi. The project includes base-
line surveys, health assessments,
sensitization drives, and youth vol-
unteer mobilization, merging sci-
entific rigour with deep emotional
engagement. Each interaction has
fostered meaningful intergener-
ational bonds, highlighting the
power of empathy and community
in elder care. As the pilot phase
nears completion, SEYVA stands
as a beacon of hope, showing how
youth-driven, grassroots initiatives
can reshape India’s ageing narra-
tive from despair to dignity.

With Bost Compliments. From :-

titions, and events foster a vibrant
cultural environment.

With a focus on building indig-
enous expertise, the department
envisions evolving into a centre of
excellence, blending tradition with
contemporary innovation to pre-
serve and promote India’s musical
heritage.

Department of History boosts academic excellence
with seminar & NET/SET centre launch

Kishore Kumbhakar: The De-
partment of History at SKBU has
made significant academic strides
through impactful events and stu-
dent-focused initiatives. On Feb-
ruary 12, 2025, the department
organised a One-Day International
Seminar titled “Development of
India after Independence: Society,
Economy and Polity”. Held at the
university’s Academic Building-1,
the seminar featured scholars, re-
searchers, and students engaging
in vibrant discussions on post-in-
dependence India’s  evolution.
Continuing its commitment to ac-
ademic excellence, the department
inaugurated a dedicated Centre
for NET/SET Studies on May 20,
2025. Launched by the Vice-Chan-

cellor, the centre aims to support
postgraduate students preparing
for UGC NET and SET exams. It
offers structured coaching, work-
shops, and faculty mentoring to
strengthen students’ academic and
exam readiness. These initiatives
reflect the department’s dual fo-
cus on intellectual enrichment and
competitive preparedness, posi-
tioning it as a dynamic hub for ad-
vanced historical studies.

Seminar stresses need for strong investigation and legal awarness

Puja Gope: On Tuesday, July 1, A
one-day seminar organised by the
Department of Law at Sidho-Kan-
ho-Birsha University focused on
pressing issues within the Indian
legal system, emphasising the im-
portance of proper investigation
and timely judicial proceedings.
Former judges, legal scholars, and
university officials came together
to address students on key chal-
lenges and reforms in the legal
landscape. Former Chief Justice
of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
Justice Kalyan Jyoti Sengupta, and
former Calcutta High Court Justice
Soumitra Pal were among the key-
note speakers. They underscored
that, regardless of the crime, In-
dia’s legal framework provides
appropriate punishment; the real
challenge lies in flawed investi-
gations that often hinder justice.
“There is no problem in this coun-
—
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try for which a law doesn’t exist,”
said Justice Sengupta. “The key
is identifying the applicable law
and ensuring effective investiga-
tion backed by relevant evidence.”
Justice Soumitra Pal echoed the
sentiment, stating that law touch-
es every aspect of life and that
public awareness of fundamental
legal principles is essential. “Rem-
edies exist within the framework;
citizens just need to be aware of
them,” he said. The seminar also
included detailed discussions on
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
India’s new criminal code, with
speakers stressing the importance
of legal literacy and timely jus-
tice, particularly concerning rising
crimes against women. University
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Pabitra Ku-
mar Chakrabarti emphasised that
academic forums like this are vital
for addressing contemporary and

Riya Modak: Hul Diwas was com-
memorated with solemnity and re-
spect across the Purulia, as tributes
poured in for Sidho-Kanho and
other martyrs of the historic Hul
rebellion. Various programmes and
ceremonies were held to honour
their legacy. At July 1** Sidho-Kan-
ho-Birsha University’s Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof. Pabitra Kumar Chakra-
barti with other administative
dignitaries and university students
paid floral tribute to the statues of
Sidho, Kanho, and Birsha. On the
occasion, the Registrar Dr. Na-
e

long-standing legal challenges. Dr.
Amitava Mandal, the departmen-
tal head of Law at SKBU, and Dr.
Moloy Kumar Ghosh noted that
such seminars significantly en-
hance students’ legal understand-
ing and critical thinking, preparing
them for real-world challenges
in the legal profession. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks by

Dr. Jati Sankar Mondal.
®
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SKBU observes Hul Diwas

chiketa Bandyopadhyay delivered
a reflective and insightful address
highlighting the day’s significance.
The university’s Department of
Santali organised a seminar delv-
ing into the history and relevance
of the Santali uprising. Speakers
recalled the pivotal events of June
30, 1855, when Sidho Murmu &
Kanho Murmu led the first organ-
ised resistance against British co-
lonial rule. The rebellion served as
a unifying movement for society’s
oppressed, deprived, and marginal-
ised sectig;ls

Birhor’s break barriers
with Madhyamik success

Barsha Mukharjee: A wave of
joy has swept through Bhupatipal-
li village in the Ayodhya Hills of
Purulia. Four girls from the endan-
gered Birhor community passed
the Madhyamik examination this
year. Divya Shikari, Shampa Shi-
kari, Mala Shikari, and Padmabati
Shikari have made their families
and the entire community proud.
These students studied at Bagh-
mundi Pandit Raghunath Murmu
Adarsha Residential School and
Baghmundi Girls” High School,
where some stayed in hostels. De-
spite many challenges, their deter-
mination led them to this achieve-
ment. Divya and Mala dream of
becoming nurses, believing educa-
tion is their path to a better future.

However, financial concerns re-

main. Their fathers, Jajo and
Lakhan Shikari, who earn a living
as daily wage labourers or by sell-
ing ropes, worry about affording
their daughters higher education.
They have appealed to the admin-
istration for support.

In addition to these girls, two boys
from the same village also passed
the exam. As a member of the Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal Group
(PVTG), I believe the Birhor com-
munity’s progress is significant.
Local leaders, including Malli-
ka Chakraborty of Baghmundi
Panchayat Samiti, have pledged
support. This success highlights
the transformative power of edu-
cation and offers hope to others in
marginalized communities.

MEMU Train Connects
Purulia to Howrah via
Masagram

" d
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Koushik Banerjee: Residents of
Purulia received a significant boost
in connectivity with the launch
of a new MEMU train to Howrah
via Bankura and Masagram. Inau-
gurated virtually on Saturday by
Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, the service marks the
first direct rail link between Pu-
rulia, Bankura, and Hooghly dis-
tricts. The regular operation began
on July 1 for passengers. Accord-
ing to DRM Mr.Sumit Narula, the
new route shortens the distance by
41 km, with an affordable fare.
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Purulia Professor Shines On Global Stage With
China Research Invite

Prajna Banerjee: Sidho-Kan-
ho-Birsha University’s Botany De-
partment has made Purulia proud
by reaching the international stage.
Associate Professor Dr. Mohasin
Ali Khan was the only Indian sci-
entist invited to a global research
project in China. The project, or-
ganised by Chengdu University
of Technology, ran from February
15 to April 30, 2025. It involved
nearly 200WW scientists from the
UK, Scotland, France, Argentina,
Myanmar, and Iran. Dr. Khan’s
selection and participation are sig-
nificant milestones not just for the
university but also for the entire
district of Purulia. The research
focused on how plants grow and
react in different environments,
especially in hot houses (green-
houses). A five-day international
seminar was held, followed by
field research seven days in Hunan
Province and three days in Tibet to
study plant behaviour at different
heights and climates. Dr. Khan
worked alongside top scientists,
learning and sharing new ideas
and methods. This experience has
enriched his knowledge and will
benefit his students and colleagues
back home. His achievement

proves that even from a small dis-
trict with limited resources, global
success is possible with talent and
hard work. The university has hon-
oured his contribution, calling it a
new chapter for Purulia’s academic
future. Such a meaningful journey
will inspire young minds in the re-
gion and show how regional talent
can shine on the world stage. In-
deed, this proliferation of academ-
ic global learning contributes to the
future teaching learning process
for the global outcomes.
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1. Deshbandhu Ao
Near Nistarini

Pallabi Mahato: In the remote
tribal village of Jilingsere, nestled
at the base of the Ayodhya Hills,
one woman’s quiet revolution is
transforming the future of local
children. Malati Murmu, a high
school graduate and a member of
the Santal community, arrived in
the village as a newlywed bride in
2020. Disturbed by the lack of ed-
ucational access for children, she
took the initiative to start a school
in a makeshift hut, teaching entire-
ly free of charge. Over the past five
years, Malati has built a reputation
as a dedicated educator, teaching
around 45 children from grades
one to four. With the help of vil-
lagers and her supportive husband,
her informal school now operates
in a mud-walled room with a red
tin roof. Malati teaches in Santali
using the ol chiki script, making
learning more relatable and prac-
tical for the children. She also in-
troduces them to Bengali, English,

Hut to Hope: A housewife’s mission to educate the hills

and general knowledge to bridge
the rural-urban education gap.

Her early morning classes have
become a vital supplement to the
nearby government school. Parents
like Sumita Mandi say their chil-
dren are more eager to learn be-
cause Malati teaches in their moth-
er tongue. Students such as Basanti
Murmu and Ajay Hembram are
now comfortable communicating
in English. Despite limited re-
sources, Malati continues her mis-
sion with determination, supported

by her husband, Banka Murmu,
who manages household duties
so she can focus on teaching. The
only regret they share is the lack of
modern educational tools.

Her grassroots initiative has drawn
praise from educationist Professor
Shripati Tudu, who calls her work
a model for the nation as a matri
bhasha approach. Malati Murmu’s
story is a shining example of how
one individual can bring light to
even the most remote corners of
India through education.

Loose change crisis: Chocolates replace coins of 31 & 32 denominations

Khusi Sen: In many towns, a pe-
culiar trend has taken root small
denomination coins, particularly
%1 and ?2, are being rejected by
shopkeepers and customers. This
widespread refusal has created a
troubling situation where legal ten-
der coins across India are treated as
“unacceptable” in everyday trans-
actions. As a result, many shops
have resorted to giving out choc-
olates or small items instead of re-
turning the correct change in coins.
What began with the smaller, light-
er 1 coin being rejected has now
expanded to include even the larg-
er, more recent X1 and 32 coins.
Traders cite a lack of usability and

Inter-College Coding Competition Successfully Held At SKBU

Sujay Biswas: The Computer Sci-
ence Department of Sidho-Kan-
ho-Birsha University organised a
successful coding competition on
April 9, 2025. This competition
was a great opportunity for stu-
dents to showcase their skills in
the C and Python programming
languages.

The competition was held in room
number 604 on the fifth floor of the
university’s Academic Building II.
A variety of students participated.
This included undergraduate stu-
dents studying Computer Science
and BCA in colleges affiliated with
SKBU. In addition, postgraduate
students from Sidho Kanho Bir-
sha University’s Physics, Chemis-
try and Mathematics departments
were also invited to join this com-
petition.

There were a total of four coding
problems in the competition. Stu-
dents were given one hour to solve
them. The competitor who cor-
rectly solved all four problems in
the shortest time was declared the
winner.

The Computer Science Depart-
ment planned and conducted this
entire event. They thanked the

university authorities for their
prompt assistance. They specifi-
cally mentioned the names of Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr. Pabitra
Kumar Chakrabarti and Registrar
Dr. Nachiketa Bandyopadhyay.
The Head of the Computer Science
Department, Dr. Sanat Kumar Ma-
hato, and other faculty members

PYTHON

of the department, such as Dr. Su-
manta Ray, Rabi Lochan Mahato,
and Kirandeb Mahato, helped in
successfully organising the com-
petition. After one hour, the names
of the winners were announced.
Avinash Kumar Mallick from J.K.
College won the first prize. Suresh
Mahato from J.K. College received
the second prize. And Bibekanan-
da Mudi from Bengal Institute of
Science & Technology secured the
third position. All participating stu-
dents were given a certificate each.

The top three winners received
souvenirs as special gifts in addi-
tion to their certificates.

The first-place winner, Avinash
Kumar Mallick, shared his expe-
rience after the competition. He
said, “It was really a good expe-
rience. The organisation was very
good.” Avinash said that practising
competitive coding on platforms
like LeetCode helps him manage
time and pressure. He explained
that he first understands the prob-
lem well and breaks it down into
smaller parts. If he got stuck on
any problem, he would write notes
and move to another question, re-
turning later to solve it. He con-
cluded by saying that he was very
happy to win and be a part of the
competition. He hopes that many
more such events will be held in
the future and that more students
will join next time to expand the
computer science family.

The successful holding of this
competition last month proves that
students are interested in learning
to code, and the university also
supports them in enhancing these
technical skills.

customer refusal as reasons for not
accepting the coins. In response,
many customers have also stopped
taking these coins, claiming they
cannot use them elsewhere cre-
ating a self-sustaining loop of re-
jection. The shortage of acceptable
loose change has led to some un-
usual practices. For example, if a
customer is due 33 in change, they
are often handed three chocolates
instead. Most shops have started
keeping boxes of toffees on their
counters as a substitute for small
coins. In some cases, disputes arise
when customers demand legal cur-
rency, only to be told it is no longer
accepted even though these coins
remain valid nationwide.

Residents have expressed frustra-
tion over the situation, calling it
unfair and economically damaging.
Many believe that this localized re-
jection contradicts the policies of
the Reserve Bank of India, which

MOB-9883688247

South Lake Road Saheb Bandh
, Near Harbala Ground Purulia
-T2311

continues to recognize all exist-
ing coins as legal tender. There
are also calls for intervention by
local authorities to enforce curren-
cy acceptance and prevent traders
from substituting confectionery
for coins. This unusual currency
crisis has caused inconvenience in
daily transactions. It highlights the
growing disconnect between offi-
cial policy and ground-level prac-
tices. Until strong awareness and
regulatory actions are taken, the
humble X1 and 32 coins may con-
tinue to be sidelined and replaced
by sweet alternatives in the face of
monetary rejection.
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MOB-97492588943

Nilluthidanga,Opp.
Nilkuthidonga Club, Purulia -
72310
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Editorial Advisor

Dr. Nandita Banerjee
Mr. Sabyasachi Bhattacharjee

Reporting Advisor

Mr. Anirban Bandwopadhyay

Technical Advisor

Mr. Sagar Kar
From the Desk of Honour-
able  Vice-Chancellor, Sid-
ho-Kanho-Birsha University
Dr. Pabitra Kumar Chakrabarti:

Reporting Team

Bureau chief: Prajna Banerjee
. Desk Reporter: Sujay Biswas
This is my great pleasure that the
Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication has suc-
cessfully published a Tabloid on
this auspicious foundation day
of Sidho-Kanho-Birsha Univer-
sity.This tabloid reflected most
of the recent academic activities
of our University including oth-
er regional community updates.
The Department of Journalism and
Mass Communication is a very
enthusiastic and vibrant Depart-
ment. All the Students, Faculty
members of this Department ded-
icating themselves for all-round
development of the Department
for the betterment of this Uni-
versity and also, their role for
the Community Service is

Advertisement Team

Barsha Mukherjee
Chiranjib Pan
Pallab Sarangi

Technical Assistance

Anuj Thakkar

quite  appreciating. I  hope : .

this Department will contin- Field Reporters

ue there noble and creative .

activities in future and in this Mampi Dey

context, I wish a grand success Rahul Sao

of this tabloid, and especially, the Aditi Banerjee

students for practising such demo- Barsha Supakar

cratic practise with full dedication. Ishita Mahato
Amit Kumar Mahato

Bushra Naaz

WHY KUDMALI
STUDY IS SPECIAL

» Cultural perspective

= Folk literature attention

+ Dialect is special

= Perseverance of
mother language

Debanjali Bhakat
Gungun Banerjee
Koushik Bandopadhyay
Khusi Sen
Kishore Kumbhakar

+ Communal Pallabi Mahato
language .
# Future possibility Pu-]va Gope
of job in school Puspita Koner
and education . .
« Emotion and opportunity Raja Banerjee
S o-Birs Rekha Gorai
] ity Riya Modak

nSTERS Sweety Koner
Tamanna Mondal

Chandni Kumari

Reach Us at:

PG DIPLOMA AND

45
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From the Desk of Honourable
Registrar, Sidho-Kanho-Birsha

University
Dr. Nachiketa Bandyopadhyay:

It gives me immense pleasure to
convey my heartfelt congratula-
tions to the Department of Journal-
ism and Mass Communication on
the occasion of the publication of
its Campus Chronicles first issue.
The initiative to bring out a de-
partmental newspaper tabloid
is a praiseworthy step towards
fostering academic engagement,
encouraging creative expression,
and promoting effective com-
munication within the universi-
ty. This publication will not only
serve as a platform to showcase
the talents and achievements
of students and faculty but also
reflect the vibrancy and intel-
lectual spirit of the department.
In today’s world, where media and
communication play a vital role in
shaping opinions and informing so-
cieties, such efforts are particularly
significant. The Campus Chroni-
cles will inspire critical thinking,
responsible journalism, and mean-
ingful dialogue among its readers.
I extend my best wishes to
the editorial team, contribu-
tors, and the entire department

for this publication’s success-

ful launch and future editions.
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Academic Building-1, 5th Floor, Room No. 605,
Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University, Main Campus,
Ranchi Road, Purulia, West Bengal

Mail us at: skbumedialab@gmail.com

Follow Us:
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Rahi Chandra

Working at -Meragj Digital

Passing year-2022
Anushka Banerjee /,

Working at - Teach For India, Pune {
Passing year-2024

Sweety Chandra
Working at - Express News,Durgapur
Passing year-2024
Mrittunjoy Pramanik
Working at - Mrittunjoy's Cut (Own Studio)
Passing year-2024

Neha Banerjee
_ . Working at - Ruoasi Bangla Media

Passing year-2024
Joydev Mondal
Gandhi fellow at Piramal Foundation o
Pagsing year-2024

- =Y Sanchita Mukherjee
Working at - Ei Samay Newspaper
Passing year-2024
Sayan Kundu
Working as a. Political Consultant
Passing year-2024

Avirudhra Hazra
Working as Political Consultant
Passing year-2024

Jayashree Dey 4%
Working at - Rupasi Bangla.
Pagsing year-2024
Rintu Panja
Working at - 24 Hrs Tv
Passing year-2023
Riya Sen ¢
Qualified UGC NET 2024
Passing year-2024
Abhik Ganguly
Working as Gandhi Fellow at Piramal Foundation
Passing year-2024
Durbadal Chandra

Working at - NK TV Bangla
Passing year-2023 \

Abhishek Acharya
Quolified UGC-NET Dec 2023, Persuing PhD
Passing year-2023

Swathi Pandey 4
Working at - Bandhan Bank, Purulia &7
Passing year-2023
Nayan Kuiry
| Working at - Jago Bangla TV
Passing year-2024
Deblina Sarkar 4
Working at - TV14 Network, Kolkata {d
Passing year-2024

Robin Adhikari

Working at - Memories (Own Studio)
Passing year-2022

Suparna Deogaria
Working at - Khaskhabar Bangla, Purulia
Passing year-2024

Subhasish Mukharjee

~y Working at - IRC Network, Purulia
\w Passing year-2024

Awit Kumar Mahato
Working at - Anandabazar Patrika
Current Student (placed)



