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The Evening’s Program
PS 185 Gala 2026

7:00 PM
 Doors Open

 Guest Arrival · Check-In · Cub Bucks 
Exchange

 Cocktail Hour · DJ & Table Games Begin

8:15 PM – 8:45 PM
 Awards Presentation

Welcome Remarks
Honoring Justin Brannan

 Presented by Bill Doxey & Kayla 
Santousoso

Honoring Melissa Rinaldi
 Presented by the Kindergarten Teachers
 Robin Brazelton · Cornelia Boubalos · 
Kelly Doyle · Jessica Torres  · Jane Paul

8:45 PM
 Dinner · Dancing · Gaming Continue

 Raffle Sales Ongoing

10:30 PM
 White Raffle Drawings

10:45 PM
 Red & Blue Raffle Drawings

 Table Games Close



Proud P.S. 185 alumnus Justin Brannan was born and raised in 
Bay Ridge, where he still lives with his wife, educator Leigh 
Holliday, and their retired racing greyhound, Fiorello.
Brannan represented southern Brooklyn in the New York City 
Council from 2018 to 2025, rising to Chair of the Finance Com-
mittee, where he led negotiations for the nation’s largest munic-
ipal budget. During his tenure, he fought to secure more than 
$350 million in public investments, including seven new public 
schools and 17 park and playground renovations. 
A proli�c legislator, he authored over 500 bills enacted into law, 
advancing landmark e�orts in workers’ rights, pay equity and 
salary transparency, procurement reform, mandatory arts and 
music education, and storm resiliency for outer borough com-
munities. 
Brannan is known for saying, “No problem is too big or too 
small,” and was widely recognized as one of the most responsive 
and dedicated elected o�cials in his community. Above all, he is 
most proud to have secured nearly $5 million for his alma mater, 
funding major technology upgrades, a fully air-conditioned 
auditorium, and a brand new schoolyard coming soon for the 
next generation of students.

Honoring
Justin Brannan
Proud PS 185 
Alumnus
Champion for Our 
Community



A message from the PS 185 Family
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Melissa Rinaldi

For 30 years, Melissa Rinaldi has dedicated herself to 
educating and inspiring the children of PS 185. Her 

commitment to excellence in the classroom, her steady 
leadership, and her genuine care for every student have 

shaped generations of young learners.
Melissa’s impact goes far beyond lesson plans and 
curriculum. She has helped build confidence, spark 
curiosity, and create a nurturing environment where 

students feel seen, supported, and encouraged to reach 
their full potential.

We are deeply grateful for her three decades of service, 
passion, and unwavering dedication to the PS 185 

community. Thank you, Melissa, for the lasting difference 
you have made in the lives of so many children and 

families. 



Many thanks to the Amazing 
 

Faculty and PTA of 

P.S 185 
 

for providing so many 
children with a  

nurturing environment of  
education, kindness, respect 

and support. 
Keep up the wonderful work! 

 

Arthur L. Aidala, Esq. ‘79 
Marianne Bertuna, Esq. 

 

Law Offices of 
Aidala, Bertuna & Kamins, P.C. 

 

546 Fifth Avenue                                                                          8118-13th Avenue 
New York, New York 10036                                        Brooklyn, New York 11228 
Tel: (212) 486-0011                                                                    Tel: (718) 238-9898 
Fax: (718) 921-3292                                                                   Fax: (718) 921-3292 



With Deepest Gratitude to the 
Faculty & Staff of PS 185

Tonight, we celebrate not only our community, but the 
extraordinary educators and professionals who make PS 
185 such a special place every single day.
To our classroom teachers, cluster teachers, 
paraprofessionals, specialists, and support staff — thank you 
for your dedication, compassion, and unwavering 
commitment to our children. Your work extends far beyond 
the classroom. You inspire curiosity, build confidence, 
nurture growth, and shape futures.
Because of you, PS 185 is more than a school — it is a 
community where children feel supported, challenged, and 
loved.
We are profoundly grateful for all that you do.



K-207 ICT – Kelly Doyle & Jessica Torres

K-201 – Melissa Rinaldi

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



K-210 – Robin Brazelton

K-209 – Cornelia Boubalos

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



1-303 ICT – Elisa Anderson & Katie Cappiello

1-302 – Lori Vega

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



1-303 ICT – Elisa Anderson & Katie Cappiello

1-302 – Lori Vega

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



1-208 (1:1 K/1/2) – Lisa Geraci

THANK YOU

1-202 –Mrs. Andrea Gounardes

THANK YOU



2-301 – Katherine Perilli

THANK YOU

2-304 ICT – Betty Applebaum & Jessica Cuilla

THANK YOU



2-307 – Christina Mousis

2-305 – Dina Summer

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



2-309 ICT – Jamie Smerina & Paige Kokkoros

THANK YOU

3-401 – Jade Grimaldi

THANK YOU



3-404 – Izabela Radziwonski

3-403 ICT – Mandy Paraponiaris & Ashley Swofford

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



3/4/5-406 (12:1:1 ICT) – Rosaleen Salameh

THANK YOU

3-405 ICT – Ameer Ahmad & Kristin Railey

THANK YOU



5-503 ICT – Lynda DiPalma & Deanna Farag

5-501 – Lisa Arico

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



4-504 ICT – Joanna Jankowski & Paulina Posluszna 

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

5-505 ICT – Katherine McCabe & Shannon Conaty



5-507 – Macian Hall

4-508 – Joy Wrigley

THANK YOU

THANK YOU



4-506 ICT – Yunuen Vidalis-Cordova & Theresa Spoto

THANK YOU

4-509 - Stephanie Megna

THANK YOU















WOOD - FIRED - PIZZA
8504 5th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11209

 (718) 333-5209
manciniswoodfired.com













GPM PEDIATRICS SUPPORTS  

THE PTA OF P.S. 185! 
 

MICHAEL ELIAS GABRIEL, MD 
THEODOROS RAPTIS, MD • ENZA MENTESANA, DO 

ANASTASIYA MIZRACHI, NP •  ANGELA ERRICO-MAZZEO, NP  
 
  

 

 

AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209  718.833.2300  FAX 718.836.2305 

www.gpmpediatrics.com  



Thank you to Dot-Dash
 and the Cheap family.







School Leadership
Rena Goudelias, Principal

Siobhan Funaro, Assistant Principal

PTA Officers
Co-Presidents

 Catherine Crabtree
 Jilian Levinson

Co-Vice Presidents
 Tiffany Grant
 Kathryn Vlakic
Co-Treasurers

 Theresa Kovary
 Pam Piccola-Fales

Co-Secretaries
 Kim Langel
 Maia Lynch

Gala Leadership
Bill Doxey 

 Karen Carlson 
 José Raudales
 Michelle Fleury
 Wendy Brown 



Gala Committee
Amanda Rich
 Ariel Intravia

 Danielle Provenzano
 Dina Barber (Eski)
 Dylan Sheridan

 Gabrielle Balakhani
 Gabrielle James
 Grace Rahme

 Heather Mancini
 Irene Mellis
 Jenny Muto

 Joann Cirillo (“Nonna”)
 Joe Muto

 Kathryn Vlakic
 Kim Langel

 Lauren Mehta
 Lia Planzos

 Lisa Paolucci
 Lynette Roggenkamp
 Monique Elefterakis
 Nicole Fusco Evans
 Pam Piccola-Fales

 Reed Tucker
 Tara Cardone

 Theresa Kovary
 Thomas Byrne
 Tiffany Grant



 PS 185 Gala Raffle Basket 
Benefactors

PLATINUM BENEFACTORS
Gurneyʼs Resort Experience
 Robert Falck Photography

 NYC Football Club
 Mill Basin Day Camp

 Panna Soccer

GOLD BENEFACTORS
Edith & Carl Marks JCH

 Pearly Whites
 The Raising Club
 Brooklyn Nets

 Urban Air
 VSPAC (Performing Arts School)

SILVER BENEFACTORS
Lefrak Center at Lakeside

 Dimensions in Dance
 Chang Learning

 Huntington Learning Center of Bay Ridge
 Coach

 ALC Italian Grocery
 School of Rock

 Badass Academy
 Ling Spa

 You, the Speaker
 Bright Ideas

 Orange Theory
 Skills-U Soccer

 Young Love NYC Photography



 Harbor Fitness
 Body Mind Salt
 Pure Barre
 Key Food Marketplace
 Little Lords Little Ladies
 Mathnasium
 PS 185
 SLAA
 Superfresh
 Acupuncture Studio
 Brooklyn Art House
 Prospect Park Alliance
 Toc Toc Spanish
 Sarrica PT
 Bohemian Rose Hair Salon
 Bookmark Shoppe
 Devant Salon
 East End Surf Club
 Joy Gymnastics
 The Hermit Tattoo
 Crea
 Frank & Sal
 Monro Pub
 Poly & Estter
 Ninoʼs Pizza
 Hapik
 Tacos Por Favor

 Adventureʼs Park
 Brooklyn Dance Center
 Brooklyn Roots Italian
 Cavatappi
 Cebu
 Cellary
 Club Pilates Bay Ridge
 Elia Restaurant
 Ginoʼs
 H & L Bagels
 HoʼBrah
 Kettle Black
 Kidult Brick
 Latte Da
 Mana Hospitality – Bar Chuzo
 Mancini Pizza
 MIXX
 Music Together
 Normaʼs Art Studio
 Ponte Vecchio Restaurant
 Rabʼs Country Lanes
 Ridge Kids
 Soft Touch Car Wash
 The Corner
 Unwind Records and Comics
Charlie Belmore

 BRONZE BENEFACTORS

 PS 185 Gala Raffle BaskeT
 Benefactors



 The Summit
 Alpine Cinema
 White Post Farms
 Fushimi
 Mimiʼs Nails
 Liberty Science Center
 Fade Factory
 Janeʼs Carousel
 Pegasus
 Athletic Edge
 Brooklyn Brew Café
 Brooklyn Dipped
 Chadwickʼs
 Chuck E. Cheese  
 Classic Impressions
 Deliaʼs
 Flirt Salon
 Food Town
 Georgeʼs Restaurant
 Gold & Grit Jewelry
 Greenhouse Café
 L & B Spumoni Gardens
 Gurneyʼs 

COMMUNITY BENEFACTORS

 Leoʼs
 My Natural Pet
 Piano Storytellers
 Skin Flits
 The Common
 The Humidor
 The Wicked Monk
 Tunnels to Towers
 Offshore Diner
 Owlʼs Head Yoga
 Pinto Novelty 
 Pippinʼs
 Vesuvio Restaurant
 Mikeʼs Doughnuts
 Staten Island Childrenʼs
      Museum
 Magical Nail Salon
 Panino Rustico
 Towne Boutique
 City League
 Colorful Nails & Spa
 Tasty Pastry
 Piccante

 PS 185 Gala Raffle BaskeT
 Benefactors



MEAN GIRLS JR.
Presented by St. Peterʼs Catholic Academy

8401 23rd Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11214
FRIDAY, MARCH 13 – 7 PM | SUNDAY, MARCH 15 – 2 PM

Featuring students in grades 3–9 from St. Peterʼs, PS 185, Fontbonne Hall & more!
Tickets at the Door: $15 Adults | $10 Kids

Come support these talented students!



Paraprofessionals
Gina Carter
Abier Doleh
Ilham Eloujani
Lynn Ferretti
Angela Ingravallo 
Silmara Mannino
Jennifer Menchu Aguilar
Meriam Noun
Betty Reed
Rebecca Rivera
Sunay Usta
Andria Vlahos

SChool Aides
Celeste D'Addona
Angela Mannino
Stacey Makrinos
Grace Nicolaou
Vanessa Tarasco

Mandated Services
Tom Brown 
Jessica Donnadio 
Joanna Dyjack 
Josephine Horan  
Maria Laver
Jennifer Lamanna 
Marilyn Rosario
Dhara Shah
Liliya Shytsman
Irene Starikov  



 School Assessment 
Team

Joann Bahnsen
Kelsey Meyers
Mohammed Rahman

School Nurse
Lisa Larsen

School Safety Agent
Victoria Sirabella

Administration
Rena Goudelias
Siobhan Funaro

School Secretaries
Helen Verveniotis
Dawn Kourtessis

Parent Coordinator
Jen Kruger

NIA
Gabriella Basha







PROUDLY SUPPORTS PS 185 
AND THE BAY RIDGE COMMUNITY. 
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