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Malenesss
a Bold new MoveMent For HealtH equity
an interview with dr. Maurice “Mo” Brownlee, Ceo of 
wellness Homes of Chicago, Founder of Malenesss

By Perez Pratt, 
Director of Communications, Wellness Homes of Chicago

Q: Perez Pratt: Tell us a 
bit about yourself and what 
you’ve been up to lately.

A: dr. Mo Brownlee: I’m 
the CEO of Wellness Homes 
of Chicago and Wellness 
Home Behavioral Health. 
Lately, I’ve been working 
to create innovative, 
nontraditional spaces that 
keep people engaged in 
their healthcare journey. 
We’re building programs that 
address the health disparities 
we’re currently seeing, and 
experiencing, especially as 
we move into a time where 
certain populations are 
increasingly under attack.

Our mission is to make 
sure that people who have 
already been marginalized 
don’t drop out of care due 
to stigma, access issues, or 
lack of support. The goal is to 
unite people from all walks of 
life to ensure that no one is 
left behind when it comes to 
healthcare.

Q: I’ve heard of Malenesss. 
Can you tell us more about it?

A: Absolutely. Malenesss is a 
vision I’ve had for the past three 
years. It was born out of the 
need to provide comprehen-
sive education and support to 
people from protected classes, 
specifically those who need 
healthcare services beyond just 
HIV care.

While HIV and AIDS remain 
important parts of the 
conversation, we’re also 
addressing broader health 
issues known in the healthcare 
industry as Determinants of 
Health. Malenesss is about 
creating a space for education, 
resources, and collaboration, 
where like-minded individuals 
can come together to foster 
long-term wellness and 
sustainability.

Q: When you say “a group of 
people,” can you clarify which 
population you’re referring to?

A: Of course. I’m specifically 
referring to Black gay, bisexual, 
and transgender men. This 
population continues to 
experience some of the most 
significant health disparities in 

the country, and they’re the 
primary focus of the Malenesss 
movement.

Q: Was this initiative inspired 
by the current political climate, 
or has this need always 
existed?

A: That’s a great question. 
No, this wasn’t sparked by 
the current administration. 
The need has always existed. 
However, since the Trump 
administration, we’ve seen 
increased attacks on this 
community, and things have 
escalated more quickly than I 
anticipated.

Originally, we planned to 
launch Malenesss in the fall of 
2025, possible spring of 2026. 
But with the recent shift in 
our geopolitical climate, I felt 
compelled to fast-track the 
launch and bring this initiative 
to life sooner.

Q: So how do you plan to 
implement the Malenesss 
movement?

>>> more >>>
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can’t be done alone. Malenesss is more than a program, it’s a movement.

A key part of the initiative is the Malenesss Health and Wellness Summit. This summit will 
bring together key individuals for dialogue, education, and the exchange of resources. We’re 
also planning to develop research-based solutions and post-summit initiatives, like resource 
centers and mobile outreach programs.

our goal is to bring the summit to underserved states across the u.s. areas where Hiv 
and aids rates have increased. ultimately, we’re thinking globally as well, especially 
with the recent cuts to Hiv funding in african nations. the Malenesss movement is 
designed to respond not only locally but internationally.

Q: Are you working with any 
other organizations to make this 
happen?

Dr. Mo Brownlee: Yes! Malenesss 
is part of the nonprofit arm of 
Wellness Homes of Chicago, 
which itself is part of Bal Perazim 
Wellness. Malenesss falls under 
what we call our Community 
Impact Initiative.

Perez Pratt: Can you give us a quick 
overview of what Wellness Homes 
of Chicago does?

A: Sure. We provide primary 
care and behavioral health 
services, focusing on marginalized 
communities, including the 
LGBTQIA+ population. We pride 
ourselves on creating a homelike 
environment and operate with 
flexible, nontraditional hours.

Some people who need us work 
9-to-5 jobs, so we offer services 
on evenings and weekends. Some 
of our locations open as early as 
7 a.m. or as late as 6 or 7 p.m., 
including Saturdays and Sundays.

Q:  What specific services do 
you provide at Wellness Homes of 
Chicago?

A: We offer a wide range of services:
IV therapy (including nutritional and medical IVs, 
as well as treatment for chronic conditions like 
Crohn’s disease and migraines)
     •  Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation (TMS)
     •  Ketamine therapy
     •  Behavioral health services
     •  On-demand STD testing and treatment
     •  HIV and hepatitis C care
     •  TMen’s & women’s health services, and LGBTQ+ care
     •  TWeight loss and cardiometabolic care

Cardiometabolic health is particularly important in the 
communities we serve. For more information, visit our 
website at www.wellnesshome.org.

Q: Back to Malenesss, what can we expect from the 
upcoming summit?

A:The event will take place in two phases. The pre-event, 
on June 21st, will be a dialogue session focused on the 
current geopolitical climate, allowing stakeholders and 
collaborators to connect. It will also feature a live Q&A 
session. The location is still being finalized and will be 
announced on our website.

The actual summit will be held on June 22nd. It will 
feature powerful keynote speakers, panel discussions, 
and interactive sessions. We’ll have over three restaurants 
catering for the event and an open bar, but the priority 
is education and connection. The opening ceremony is 
going to be exciting, and we encourage everyone to stay 
updated through our website and social media.

Thank you so much for your time, Dr. Brownlee!

Website: www.malenesss.org
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/male_nesss
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roles we Play

by: Dr. Charla Waxman  BS, MBA, EdD
Director of Business Development at Lake Behavioral  Hospital

Life, all of it, is just a series 
of roles we act out, some we 
choose, some choose us, and 
some are chosen for us. Some 
roles are healthy and others, 
well, not so much. 

Roles seem to work best and be 
best for us when we can move 
fluidly through them relying on 
them to serve us when we need 
them. Roles that harm, seem to 
occur when they become more 
rigid and are more than a role, 
they become our sole identity. 
When any role is our full identity 
we are probably missing out on 
life opportunities to grow and 
learn; to change and become.

Making a role your identity is 
like living in a sleeping bag. It’s 
comfortable and warm and safe. 
Not too much beyond who you 
are in that sleeping bag will ever 
be expected to change. You just 
can’t do much more than be in it. 
No one can possibly see or sense 
any inadequacies about you. 
You are molded perfectly into 
both a space and a behavior that 
reduces, mistakes or risks.

Catalog your current 
roles. Don’t be surprised 
if these number 20 or 
more. Look for roles that 
are not fluid,  and  fully 
identify you with little 
room for movement. 

Take the time to examine 
whether your roles leave 
any room for growth. 
If you feel stuck in a 
role, examine its value, 
reshape it, and find the 
real you.

“Roles are a good thing that gives us structure and 
purpose. But when we really begin believing in the roles 
we play we become more and more willing to sacrifice 
ourselves and others to them"  - Mack Paul

If the roles you play 
do not seem healthy 
for you, and you are 
feeling stressed and 
anxious, then maybe 
it's time to get a 
second opinion. 

Perhaps someone 
close to you that 
you feel comfortable 
talking to, or from a 
professional, that's 
non-judgmental to 
help sort thing out.

The team at Lake Behavioral Hospital can help you find a level of 
care that will move you toward improved health. Call 855-990-1900, 
or walk-in for a free, confidential assessment 24/7/365.
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Jorge Suarezz

recently, Foghat and Pat travers, came to deliver their live stage 
show to their mid-western fans, self included. the 2025 Foghat lineup 
includes founding member roger earl on drums, long-time member 
Bryan Bassett (formerly of Molly Hatchet and wild Cherry) on lead and 
slide guitar, rodney o’quinn (Pat travers Band) on bass and vocals, 
and newest member scott Holt (Buddy Guy) on lead vocals and guitar.

In 1971, Savoy Brown members left the 
group to form Foghat. These members 
included Dave Peverett (lead vocals/ 
rhythm guitar), Tony Stevens (bassis/
backing vocals), and drummer Roger 
Earl. Also added, was lead guitarist Rod 
Price. To make a very long story short, 
between 1971 and 1993, the band went 
in and out of members as you could 
possibly not imagine. 

In 1993, the original 1975 line-up 
reunited to release an LP. In 1999, 
the guitarist left the band and was 
replaced by Bryan Bassett (Molly 
Hatchett). Original member Dave 
Peverett passed in 2000 and was 
replaced by Humble Pie’s Charlie Huhn. 
This band has seen much member-
shifting. Scott Holt joined the group in 
2022 when Charlie Huhn retired. Scott 
was guitarist for Buddy Guy.

All in all, it was a great time. I got a Pat 
Travers education and rocked to one 
of my high school faves, Foghat! Please 
check our FB group Out “n” About for 
additional coverage on these, and 
many other popular bands!

Releases: In 1972, the London 
based group moved to the 
US and scored a contract with 
Bearsville Records. Their debut 
self-titled LP released in 1972, 
produced by Dave Edmunds.

Amongst other hits, “I Just Wanna 
Make Love To you” was the hit. 
In 1973, a second self-titled 
LP was released, and though I 
wasn’t onboard with the group 
at this time, “Ride, Ride, Ride” was 
another of their hits from this LP.

It wouldn’t be until 1975 when 
“Fool For The City” LP was released 
and put this group on top of the 
charts. I was a freshman in high 
school when “Slow Ride” and “Fool 
For The City” were all over the 
airwaves. 

In 1976, the Night Shift LP was 
released. Guess who produced 
this LP? Dan Hartman. 

Dan Hartman began his music 
career in the disco genre with the 
classic “Relight My Fire/Instant 
Replay”. I believe at some point 
in an interview, Dan Hartman 
shares his regrets for being 
associated with disco. The Night 
Shift LP included the hit “Drivin’ 
Wheel”. Stone Blue was their 7th 
LP release in 1978 which included 
“Sweet Home Chicago”, and “Stone 
Blue”. In 1979, the Boogie Motel 
album was released. I noticed they 
upped their game on this LP with 
a boogie/rock sound. “Somebody’s 
Been Sleepin’ In My Bed”, “Paradise 
Alley”, and “Boogie Motel” were my 
faves. Nine additional albums were 
released with the newest in 2023.

https://foghat.com/
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The views and/or advice expressed here are my personal opinions, based on my life experience, and  don't necessarily
reflect the opinions of any other individual or organization . Have a question? eMail me at AskChar@boiMAG.com

Dear Worth More in Wadsworth,
Let’s start by saying that money is a motivator and it is 
perfectly ok to ask for a raise. There are, however, some 
do’s and don’ts in asking the money question.

Don’ts are a good place to start. Don’t mention that “it’s 
time for a raise” because you completed a major task. 

Dear Char,
“How do i negotiate a raise 
for myself?  i’m afraid of 
asking and coming across as 
arrogant.” 

You were assigned that 
work and doing it for 
more money should 
have been negotiated 
long before you finished 
it. Don’t think you have 
leverage because you 
know someone else’s 
salary. Don’t hold your 
company and boss 
hostage by saying you 
have another offer on 
the table. This is rude and 
risky and shows a high 
level of disloyalty.

On the positive side of 
things, know that your 
fear and anxiety is only a 
challenge for you. Most 
supervisors inherently and 
instinctually prepared for 
a “money talk” with their 
employees.

To ask the question, you 
are right. Don’t appear 
aggressive or full of 
yourself. Have ready a 
discussion about any 
extra-mile performance 

related activities you have 
completed, that have 
changed or enhanced the 
company in some way. 

Be ready with a dollar 
amount that's high enough 
to negotiate down from, if 
you think that possibility 
might occur. 

Know the market, make 
a verbal note of your 
knowledge of the salary 
market for your position. 

State your case and amount 
requested and provide a 
length of time to check back 
in for a decision.

Remember that “No” is 
always a possible answer and 
be prepared with a response. 
Will you be quitting, setting a 
new date for review or goals 
for capturing that raise? Your 
choice, but plan ahead.

If you do get a raise, get the 
dates for when it will appear 
on your check. Thank your 
boss verbally and in writing 
with the amount given. Now 
work hard to prove your 
worth and get you ready for 
your next  “money request” 
meeting.

Good luck!
boiMAG.com 19
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by: Screamin' Rachael
Recording Artist, Entrepreneur, Publisher, Music Mogul, House Music Icon, 
sometimes Controversial, with a dash of Opinionism for good measure. 

I don’t want you to think 
that I’m recommending our 
sponsors because they pay 
me to, or that I receive these 
services free of charge. Let me 
make myself perfectly clear, 
that is not the case. Maybe you 
had a tough year or maybe 
even a number of tough times. 
I know that I did! I like to read 
boiMAGazine cover to cover, 
and I have met some of the 
best healthcare providers, 
right on these pages. One 
of the greatest things about 
these people is that they are 
judgement free. Sometimes 
medical people or those who 
provide special services, try 
to tell you what you need. Ive 
experienced some of the most 
compassionate people right 
here, and also learned about 
new services which have been 
very helpful.

Those of you who read my 
column “UNCENSORED” get 
a window into my life, and 
learn about some of the 
highest highs, along with the 
lowest lows that I live with. 
We all have problems, but we 
can make a change. 

A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single 
step” is a common saying 
that originated from a 
Chinese proverb. This saying 
teaches that even the 
longest and most difficult 
ventures have a starting 
point; something which 
begins with one first step. 
This year I cant say that I am 
unshakeable, but I can say 
that I feel like I have a new 
set of armor, built on more 
self love, and confidence. 
There’s a spring in my step 
that only renewed health 
can bring.

Have you been thinking 
about weight loss? Well 
whether you have a 
hundred or more pounds 
to loose, or just that last 
stubborn 20 pounds that 
you gave up on years ago, 
go to see Doctor Mo at 
the “Wellness Home”. Sure 
you’ve heard everybody’s 
doing it, but NOBODY is 
doing this kind of treatment 
with the care and quality that 
you get from Doctor Mo.
 

The opinions offered in this column are “uncensored” and are intended for “open dialog” and 
“entertainment purposes” only. Use of this column not intended to replace or be a substitute for 
any professional, financial, legal, advice or any other professional service. The opinions or views 
expressed in this column are those of the columnist, and not necessarily those of anyone else.

did the cold weather and dreary days bring you down? are you thinking 
about your beach body, or wishing you had one? it’s a great time to 
prepare yourself for the energy of summer! don’t put off the health 
benefits that you truly deserve! it’s amazing what you can accomplish, 
and even one small improvement can make a world of difference.

spring is a time for new beginnings, gardens come into full bloom, and as the 
temperature rises, generally so do our spirits. this is the time of year to assess your 
health, both physically and your mental well being.

>>> more Uncensored >>>

On top of that your insurance 
can probably even cover this 
cost for you. 

From the moment that I 
walked in the door It was really 
like finding new encouraging 
friends. OK, so you might say, 
what does she know? She’s 
not fat, but really that last 20 
or so pounds seemed to weigh 
me down like an anchor. And 
now I’m almost halfway to a 
goal weight that I haven’t seen 
myself at for years in a matter 
of weeks! 

Those of you with lots to loose, 
might want to know that 
Dr. Mo lost over 100 pounds 
himself and he teaches you 
about how to do it. It’s not just 
quick fix shots, because there 
are tests for everything from 
your hormones to strength. 
You even meet with a dietitian 
who takes the time to help 
you tailor a special diet. I have 
had lots of great doctors work 
with me, but I have never 
learned as much about myself 
as I have at Wellness Home..
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You might think oh GOD 
Special K! That’s nothing but 
an illegal substance, because 
of some of it’s former illicit use, 
but trust me, under a doctors 
care this is a treatment that 
can change your life! Go to 
www.limeinfusions.com to 
schedule a consultation. After 
all, what have you got to loose? 
Only your troubles, real or 
imaginary can seem less dire.

Since I’m writing about things 
that can make you feel better, 
it’s been proven that Music 
literally changes the brain. 
Neurological researchers have 
found that listening to music 
triggers the release of several 
neurochemicals that play a role 
in brain function and mental 
health: So think about it this 
way, what if purchasing music 
could aid a great cause, and 
have a positive inspirational 
change on your brain? 

do you know that Ketamine is now found to be one of the best 
ways to help severe cases of depression and chronic pain? well 
many people are afraid to even talk about depression, but that is 
something i suffer from. when i am open enough to speak about it, 
i find it’s common in lots of the people around me. 

House Music Is Rising Again, 
and It’s giving back to 
Chicago at Social Works! All 
proceeds will go to benefit 
Chance The Rappers 501C3 
“Social Works”. 

To quote the organization, 
“we’ve always believed 
that art and community are 
inseparable, that creative 
expression can be a tool for 
empowerment, education, 
and real change. That’s why 
we’re honored to be the 
nonprofit beneficiary of 
Rising Again, a new vinyl 
release by the legendary 
Chicago house music label 
TRAX Records, launching 
globally on April 25, 2025.

With 500 limited edition 
vinyls, featuring Legends 
& next-gen artists, and 
100% of proceeds benefit 
SocialWorks, this isn’t 
just a record album. It’s a 
celebration of 40 years of 

house music history, and a 
declaration that the spirit of 
giving, creating, and rising 
together is alive and well.

Executive produced by 
Pi Rho and powered by 
the DJs4good movement, 
merges vintage craft with 
next-gen innovation, literally 
blending sounds made by 
analogue synthesizers and 
AI-generated brainwaves. 
That same spirit of blending 
old and new is what we 
strive for at SocialWorks, 
honoring our community’s 
history while helping our 
youth build the future. 
www.socialworkschi.org/
news/trax-records
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by Mike at Night

As boiMaGazine celebrates its 25th anniversary 
and evolves into a more established presence, 
we take a moment to acknowledge the steadfast 
individuals who have provided the enduring 
support that benefits our entire community.

You may know eric Kugelman, or at least be 
familiar with his custom leather shop, 64ten 
(a.k.a leather64ten), nestled in rogers Park 
just south of the iconic leather bar touché. 
However, beyond his retail establishment, 
Eric, alongside his partner and dedicated staff, 
has been a significant pillar of support for the 
community for many years. As a central figure 
to those around him, his dedication extended 
to his involvement with Team Chicago, a key 
organization that successfully brought the Gay 
Games to our city.

Eric also served as President of MaFia, one 
of Chicago’s oldest leather organizations, 
elevating its international profile during his 
tenure as President of the board, along with his 
involvement and activities with Church unity 
Chicago. 

Concurrently, over the decades, Eric has 
had the unique privilege of fitting countless 
individuals with their first harnesses and 
leather pieces. He has witnessed first hand the 
joy this experience brings, not only to them 
but also to himself and the many who have 
worked at 64Ten throughout its history.

Having had the pleasure of knowing Eric over 
the years through my work at boiMAGazine, 
where he has been a loyal advertiser and 
supporter for as long as I can recall, I'm certain 
that I've only scratched the surface of his 
extensive community involvement.

With this issue coinciding with the 
international Mr. leather celebration, 
bringing many to Chicago over the Memorial 
Day weekend, it felt appropriate to share 
this preliminary glimpse into the significant 
behind-the-scenes physical and financial 
support that Eric (and other back supporters) 
has consistently dedicated to our community.

While I recognize that many other deserving 
pioneers and contributors have paved the 
way, the choice to focus on Eric for this 
prelude was somewhat arbitrarily made,  he 
was an accessible individual who happened 
to be in the right place at the right time.

Reflecting on the countless individuals who 
have been expertly fitted at his 64Ten shop, 
Eric recently shared, “It’s a special magic 
moment, a unique service we offer that sets 
us apart in this business.”

In the upcoming in-depth interview, I plan to 
delve into topics such as “the Leather Masters” 
and the excursions to Fort Lauderdale. I am 
curious to learn if these private gatherings 
still occur or have evolved into other behind-
the-scenes activities. As the saying goes, 
inquiring minds wants to know!

Considering the sheer number of contestants 
they have sponsored over the years, likely 
thousands of men, women, and non-binary 
individuals now embraced by the leather 
community, for both local and international 
competitions, that alone would make a 
compelling story. Not to mention the scores 
of newbie employees who found their first job 
there, or the thousands of educational classes 
offered over the years, reflecting a deep pride 
in positively impacting people’s lives.

AN INTERVIEW PRELUDE
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decline in dance 
Participation: 
Dance as a Form of Physical 
Activity: Dance is a viable 
and engaging form of 
physical activity that offers 
numerous health benefits. 

Potential reasons for 
decline: 
While not explicitly stated 
in the search results, factors 
contributing to the decline 
in dance participation likely 
include:

 • 
Changes in school 
Programs: 
Some schools have 
reduced or eliminated 
dance programs, limiting 
opportunities for students to 
engage in dance as a form of 
physical activity. 

time Constraints:
Busy schedules and a focus 
on other extracurricular 
activities may reduce 
time for dance classes or 
activities. 

associated Costs:
Access to dance studios and 
instructors may be limited 
due to cost barriers. 

Perception of dance:
Some individuals may not 
perceive dance as a serious 
form of physical activity, 
leading to a reluctance to 
participate. 

Factors Contributing 
to the decline: 

sedentary lifestyles:
Increased reliance on 
technology and screen time 
have contributed to a shift 
towards sedentary lifestyles,

across the nation, there’s a 
noticeable decline in both 
participation in dance and 
overall physical activity 
levels, especially among 
youth and adolescents. 

This increased screen-time trend is 
linked to factors like, less time spent 
in organized physical activity, and a 
shift towards sedentary lifestyles.

declining Physical 
activity levels:

lack of access to 
Facilities and Programs: 
Limited access to safe and 
affordable physical activity 
programs, including dance classes, 
can hinder participation. 

social and Cultural Factors:
Social norms and cultural values 
may influence physical activity 
choices and participation levels. 

socioeconomic Factors: 
Lower socioeconomic status can 
be associated with lower levels of 
physical activity due to factors like 
limited access to resources and time 
constraints. 

addressing the 
decline: 

Promote Physical activity 
at all ages: 
Encouraging physical 
activity at all ages, including 
incorporating dance into 
educational curricula, is crucial. 

increase access to 
Programs:
Providing affordable and 
accessible physical activity 
programs including dance 
classes, to all communities is 
essential. 

Promote dance as a 
valuable activity: 
Highlighting the physical, 
mental, and social benefits 
of dance can help increase 
participation. 

address socioeconomic 
disparities: 
Addressing socioeconomic 
disparities in access to 
resources and opportunities 
for physical activity is crucial to 
ensure equitable participation. 

incorporate dance 
into school Curricula: 
Integrating dance into school 
curricula can help promote 
physical activity and foster a 
love for movement among 
young people.  

age-specific decline: 
Participation in various 
activities like running, dancing, 
and team sports declines 
as people age, with further 
substantial declines occurring 
at age 75 and older. 
Reduced physical activity levels 
are linked to an increased 
risk of developing various 
health problems, including 
cardiovascular disease, type 2 
diabetes, and obesity. 
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Chicago arts Center's 
mission is to unite 
individuals through the 
transformative joy of 
movement, that benefits 
the mind, body and soul, 
for us, for Gen-Alpha, 
and generations to 
follow. Together, we can 
keep Chicago Movin’ 
and Grovin’ For tHe 
HealtH oF it! ...

Officially incorporated 
early this year, The 
ChicagoArtsCenter.org, a 
non-profit organization, 
and are on the fast-
track, preparing for the 
grand-launch of the new, 
“Chicago’s Got Move’s,” 
dance fitness program 
during Market Day’s 
2025! 

The organization’s urgency, 
and the necessity for 
the program, stem from 
the alarming increase in 
inactivity, linked to chronic 
and excessive screen 
time, resulting in various 
physical, mental, and social 
disorders. This trend was 
already on the rise before 
the pandemic, but the 
global crisis significantly 
increased device usage, 
making it a standard part 
of everyday life, sparking a 
shift of lifestyle change. 

the “Chicago’s Got 
Moves” is a dance 
fitness program, 
specifically designed 
to counteract the 
negative consequences 
of compulsive screen 

time associated with 
technology, and inactive 
entertainment devices, 
such as computers, 
smartphones, iPads, 
gaming systems, HD-TVs, 
including home theaters.

Please consider donating 
to this worthy cause. We 
have donation “tickets” of 
different amounts available 
here that go direct to the 
organization, and you can 
use the ticket for FREE 
entrance to any WORK-
related event, or you can 
donate by going to: www.
ChicagoArtsCenter.org.

For special events, go to : 
www.lickit.Fun  or
ChicagoartsCenter.org
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by Jack Santo

SEXBOT

intiMate teCHnoloGy
Could a Robot Be Your Next 
Romantic Partner?

Explore a provocative future where love 
intertwines with technology. Delve into 
the world of sexbots and Conscious 
Relationship Design, challenging the 
very essence of human connection.

Robert had designed his living room with 
great care, but it was now filled with a 
deafening silence that stretched far beyond 
the empty spaces of his home. His partner, 
whom he had shared countless memories 
of love, laughter, and companionship, had 
passed away suddenly, leaving him to 
grapple with the pain of loss. Forty years of 
being together had come to an abrupt end, 
and the solitude that once provided a respite 
now brought profound loneliness. 

Despite his yearning for connection, the 
idea of stepping back into the dating world 
seemed like an alien concept to Rob, who 
had been devoted to his partner for decades. 
However, he couldn’t shake the feeling of 
wanting a presence, a semblance of the 
partnership that had been the undercurrent 
of his life. 

One day, Robert stumbled upon a solution 
that seemed like something out of a 
futuristic novel: a company that specialized 
in creating sex robots with the capability 
to 3D clone a deceased loved one. This 
technological marvel offered him an 
unconventional yet comforting possibility: to 
have a part of his beloved partner back, not 
just in memory, but in a form he could see, 
talk to, and touch. 

At first, the idea was 
strange and even 
unsettling to Robert, 
but as he contemplated 
it further, the possibility 
of having his partner 
back in some form 
brought him a sense of 
peace and comfort. He 
decided to investigate 
further and learn more 
about this option.

It’s important to note 
that while Robert is 
a fictional character, 
studies have shown that 
some people in their 
later years are interested 
in using humanoid 
sex robots to fill the 
emotional and physical 
void left by the passing 
of their loved ones.

Picture a not too distant 
future where your 
romantic companion 
could be more circuit 
than sentiment, an 

entity driven by AI 
(artificial intelligence,) 
rather than human 
emotion. This scenario, 
which once belonged 
firmly in the realm of 
science fiction, is inching 
closer to reality with 
the development of 
humanoid sex robots, 
a.k.a "SexBots." 

These sophisticated 
combinations of AI and 
robotics, crafted for 
physical and emotional 
companionship, are 
sparking conversations 
and challenging traditional 
notions of human feelings , 
relationships and intimacy.

However, the world of 
sexbots is not as clear 
cut as it might initially 
seem. Their presence in 
the market is currently 
limited, with only a few 
models available, each 
carrying a hefty price tag. 

Continued >>
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 >> Continued

This emerging technology, while intriguing, is 
not yet a mainstream phenomenon. The current 
models, though advanced compared to earlier 
iterations, still fall short of fully replicating the 
nuanced dynamics of human partnership.

How might these AI entities reshape our 
concepts of love, intimacy, and partnership? The 
introduction of sexbots brings with it a host of 
psychological, societal, and ethical questions. 
The impact on human-to-human relationships, 
the implications for self-perception and 
identity, and the broader societal reactions are 
complex and multifaceted. The ethical landscape 
surrounding sexbots is just as intricate, involving 
debates over consent, objectification, and the 
anthropomorphization of AI. The legal and moral 
framework for these robots is still in its infancy.

Can true intimacy and affection arise from 
interactions with programmed entities? How 
do sexbots fit into our evolving understanding 
of relationships, and what role might they 
play in consciously reimagining partnership 
and connection? The evolving narrative of 
intimacy and companionship with sexbots is 
not just about technological advancement, it’s 
about human evolution, emotion, relationship, 
connection, and ethics in a world that is 
advancing apace.

Sexbots, in essence, are robotic entities 
designed with a primary focus on human 
companionship and sexual interaction. They 
blend the advancements of AI and robotics to 
mimic human-like attributes, both physically 
and, to some extent, emotionally. These 
entities represent a remarkable intersection 
of technology and human desire, serving as a 
canvas upon which we can project our most 
intimate needs and fantasies and explore them 
in a private physical space with an “embodied” 
machine. As Kate Devlin, author of Turned On: 
Science, Sex and Robots, and recognized expert 
in the field, said as early as 2017, sex robots 
are “about forming intimate relationships with 
machines and with artificial intelligence.”

Long before they became a subject of scientific 
endeavor, sexbots captured our collective 
imagination in the realms of literature and film. In 
Philip K. Dick’s 1968 Do Androids Dream of Electric 
Sheep? and its cinematic adaptation “Blade Runner” 
(1982) and “Blade Runner 2049” (2017), we glimpsed 
a future where artificial beings, akin to sexbots, 
could form complex relationships with humans. 
Similarly, the 1973 film, and later HBO series (2016) 
“Westworld” took this concept further, depicting a 
sophisticated world where humanoid robots, some 
designed for intimate experiences, challenge our 
notions of consciousness and morality.

The exploration of artificial intimacy was further 
nuanced in the film “Ex Machina” (2014), where 
an AI named Ava demonstrates consciousness 
and manipulates human emotions, blurring 
the lines between programmed behavior and 
genuine feeling. This theme is also present in “A.I. 
Artificial Intelligence” (2001), where a childlike 
android, David, is programmed to love and 
seeks to become human to regain his mother’s 
affection, highlighting the complexities and 
ethical dilemmas of creating machines capable of 
mimicking human emotions.

These fictional depictions helped pique and 
shape the public’s conceptualization of humanoid 
robots capable of emotion and sexual interaction. 
As technology evolved, these once fantastical 
ideas began to find footing in reality. Early 
versions of sexbots, while primitive compared 
to their fictional counterparts, marked the 
beginning of a significant technological pursuit. 
They were basic in function, offering limited 
interaction and lacking the depth and fluidity that 
define human relationships.

The evolution of sex robots can be traced back 
to their origins in the world of sex dolls (which 
evidence suggests dates back to the 16th 
century). These dolls, initially created for purely 
physical purposes, served as the foundation for 
the development of today’s more sophisticated 
sexbots. The transition from static sex dolls to 
interactive sex robots involved incorporating 
advanced robotics and AI into the basic form of 
these dolls. This transformation was driven by the 
desire to enhance the user experience, making 
these entities not just physically realistic but 
also capable of interaction and responsiveness.
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