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GURU AMAR INDUSTRY LIMITED GZZZL

SPINDLE LESS LOG PEELING MACHINE (4Ft)
MODEL : SL-12S5s

5 o

LOG ROUNDING MACHINE (DEBARKER)
MODEL : RR-62

ROTARY VENEER LATHE (4Ft SIZE)
MODEL : RVT-50

CORE VENEER DRYER

MANUFACTURER & EXPORTER OF PLYWOOD MACHINERY

Branch Office: 9/326 83, Mavinchuvadu, P.O. Mudickal, Perumbavoor | CIN: U29292HR2012PLC0045690)

Head Office: E30-31, Industrial Area, Yamuna Nagar - 135001, Haryana (INDIA) Ph.: 01732-257577, 257520.
Mob.: 9812025062, 9812200053 E-mail: guruamarindia@gmail.com Web: www.guruamar.com
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An ISO 9001:2015 Certified Company

Avinash Agro Private Limited

9 Khanna -Amloh Road, V.P.O. Shahpur -147301(PB.)
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Toll Free: 1800891 0025
Email: info@aviply.com
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Swanky saga of style with
1 MM DECORATIVE LAMINATE designs that splash
0.8 MM DECORATIVE LAMINATE elegance.
DOOR SKIN
LINER

CORP. ADDRESS : C-84, Wazipur Industrial Area, Ring Road, Delhi-110052.

: info@vidyalam.in SCAN QRTQ  [mligk[m]
VISIT OUR
FACTORY ADDRESS : Vidya Raj Chowk, Vill. Bagru, Sonipat, Haryana. : www.vidyalam.in WEBSITE  [m]
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Surety of Bmufy

TURNING IDEAS
INTO REALITY

FASTER AND BETTER!




PAMELS

INTRODUCING INDIA’S FIRST
PINEWOOD MDF & HDF BOARDS

> Interior Grade

> Commercial Grade

> Exterior Grade
> High Density MDF
> White MDF

Thickness : 2 mm to 5.5 mm

U. sing 100% I mported Redefining quality, consistency & service with our
wide range of MDF boards. Using 100% imported

WOOd & MOdern wood & modern standards, we want to

Technolog Y deliver ultra edge products to our customers.

Pinewood MDF & HDF BOARD Manufactured by:

VARVO PANELS LLP

Factory: Survey No.270/2, 271/1 & 271/2, Village Chopadava, Taluka Bhachau
Dist. Kutch 370140 (Gujarat) India. Email: sales.varvo@gmail.com
Office: No. 4, Second Floor, Plot No. 119, Harikrishna Arcade, Sector 1A, Gandhidham (Kutch)
For Trade Inquiries Contact: +91-99252 36692, +91-94082 47888



Protect Your Home Before
Termites Take Over
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NAIMISH

PLYWOOD | SHUTTERING

TREATED TERMITE
AGAINST & BORER

NAIMISH PLYTECPVT LIMITED

@ www.naimishply.com info@naimishply.com
Q\ +91 98970 59562 | +91 93199 45731

A18, A19, Industrial Area Phase-2, UPSIDC, Sandila, Hardoi — 241204, Uttar Pradesh, India
2 Corporate Office: Goldstar Apartment, Shop No. 01, Sector 4A, Vrindavan Yojna, Lucknow — 226029, Uttar Pradesh, India
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Announce 5% Price Hike from 1st September
KERALA

Plywood Prices Raised

AIDVMA

Announcement of Price Rise

PLYWOOD AND PANEL INDUSTRY

Preparing for a New Era of BIS Compliance
INDIA

Sets Ambitious Net-Zero Goal

PMWAUP

Plywood Units Seek Exemption from Lab, STI Norms
GST ON PLYWOOD

Should Be 5%, Employment & Farmers Will Benefit
WOOD PANEL SECTOR

Seeking Lower GST Despite Demand Recovery
FALLING LUMBER PRICES

A Warning Signal for the US Economy
PLYWOOD COSTS

Insights on Trends

KOLKATAWOOD 2025

Eastern India’s Premier Woodworking Platform,
Concludes Successfully

SOPMA

Kerala Plywood Makers Halt Production and
Raise Prices Amid Rising Costs

RESIN SOLUTIONS

Urged for Plywood Sector

TREELAB WPC BOARDS

Where Strength Meets Style

EURO PRATIK

IPO Worth 3451 Crore Fully Subscribed on Closing Day
CENTURY PARTICLEBOARDS

Redefining Standards with Strong Particle Board
GREENPLY

Unveils X600 Crore Panel Plant in Odisha
NIPPONPLY

Plans Big Investment for Expansion, Exports

and E-Commerce

KERALA WOOD INDUSTRY

Moving to Urea-Free Resin, With a Breakthrough
SBI REPORT

States Seen as Net Gainers from GST Rate Rationalisation
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AMULYA MICA

Unveils New Range at Bali Conclave
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Shaping the Future of Sustainable Interiors and Exteriors
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Traders Seek Clarity on BIS Certification
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DECORATIVE LOUVERS

Products

Charcoal Louvers
Charcoal Moulding
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Tarsem Bansal : + 91 9911 448899 | Sudesh Goel : + 91 9416 067190
Krish Bansal : +91 9911 442299

Marketing Office : 515/7, Jawahar Nagar, New Railway Station Road, Gorgaon (H.R) Pin - 122 001

Factory Add. : Near Adarsh Senior Secondary School, Chaudharyvas, Hisar - 125001, Haryana
Fact. / Customer Care No. : +91 7575 989847
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Driven by Quality
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Interiors look better with
designs of eminence and grace

Super Hylam Private Limited.
18/3 Prahladpur (Banger), New Delhi - 110042

[J +9197187 97188 superhylam@yahoo.co.in @ www.superhylam.com




solid. versatile. powerful !

A perfect setting
for everyday stories!

Croma Ply from the House of Virgo brings to you
designs and patterns accompanied by strength
and durability that not only ensures endurance,
but lasting impressions for your surroundings.

PLYWOOD || BLOCK BOARD | DOORS
MARINE PLYWOOD [ FILM FACE SHUTTERING PLYWOOD

Salient Features
4 SIDE PERFECT THICKNESS ® ZERO GAP e BEND FREE ® BORER FREE ® TERMITE FREE

VIRGO PANEL PRODUCTS

Village Daulowal, Dasuya Road, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 146001
For Trade Enquires : Call : Navdeep Tiwari 91 98780 55512, 98149 78666
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ROYAL DECORS

Surface Decor |deas
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AND PRELAM INDUSTRIES
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MDF MANUFACTURERS

Announce 5% Price Hike from

1st September

Major MDF manufacturers in the
domestic market have announced that prices
across all product categories will rise by up to
five percent starting 1st September. Industry
sources indicated that the increase would
apply to Interior and Exterior grade MDF,
CARB-compliant boards, HD+MR, and
UV/Acrylic/Luxevariants.

According to company notifications,
any new orders placed after 1st September
will be billed at the revised rates. Pending
orders must be lifted before 10th September;
otherwise,they wouldbetreated ascancelled,
and the prevailing market rates on the date of
liftingwould apply.

Manufacturers explained that the
move had been prompted by a sharp rise in
productioncosts.Continuousincreasesinthe
prices of raw materials, they said, had left the
industry with little choice but to pass on part
of the burden to the market in order to
safeguard qualityand ensuretimelydelivery.

Large-scale producers have confirmed
the decision. Notifications issued by these
firms highlighted that despite their efforts to
absorb fluctuations, the sustained escalation
in input costs had made a price adjustment
unavoidable.
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noted that
volatility in raw material supply had posed

Industry observers

significant challenges for the entire wood
panel sector in recent months. Executives
stressed that maintaining product standards
while managing costs had become
increasingly difficult, and the hike was
intended to strike a balance between
operational viabilityand customerneeds.
MDF producers have appealed for the
cooperation of dealers, distributors, and
channelpartnersinimplementingtherevised
pricing smoothly. They reiterated that the
decision was necessary to sustainoperations,
protect product quality, and continue
meetingthe growingdemand for MDF inboth
domesticandinstitutional markets.
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Smart Surfaces for

Smart Spaces

#3027 | MB |
ONTARIO OAK

30921 FW |
DARK MIRAGE

Follow Us:
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Laminates | Plywood | Block Board | Door Skin | Shuttering Ply
www.kridhalam.com | Toll Free No:- 1800 274 6911




KERALA

Plywood Prices Raised

The Saw Mill Owners and Plywood
Manufacturers Association (SOPMA) in
Kerala reportedly announced a significant
increase in plywood prices, citing rising costs
of raw materials. Industry representatives
explained that the shortage and steep rise in
the price of resin, higher labour charges, and
the mandatory enforcement of ISI standards
had forced them to revise rates upward. They
pointed out that the unavailability of raw
materials at competitive prices had worsened
the situation, leaving manufacturers with
little choice but to pass on the additional
burdentothemarket.

<3 | Bhutan tuff

#AbTuliKaHaiZamana

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL
FOR YOUR HOME,

CHOOSE BHUTAN TUFF

According to the association’s
statement, the revised pricing would affect
several categories of plywood and related
products. Prices for 16 mm and above
plywood,and 12 mm, 9 mm, and 6 mm boards
were said to have risen by approx. 5% to 7%.
Film-faced plywoodin weights of 34 kg,30kg,
and 25 kg, along with flush doors, also saw a
hike.

The association reportedly appealed
for the understanding and cooperation of
dealers, stressing that the adjustments were
necessary to maintain both quality and
standards.
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OF MODERNITY

Discover our exclusive laminate collection, where style meets
durability. Designed for modern interiors, our laminates offer
rich textures, vibrant colors, and superior finishes.

Riyom Industries Private Limited

Survey No. 57 and 77, Chinnachelmeda Village, Munipallly Mandal,
Sanga Reddy District, Telangana - 502345.

(]
RiYOM Toll free number 9381466944 ' Email: sales@riyom.co.in

ELEGANTIN STYLE




AIDVMA

Announcement of Price Rise

The All India
Decorative Veneer
Manufacturers Association
(AIDVMA) has announced
an immediate price increase
of 2 per square foot. The
decision was taken
unanimously at a recent
meeting in Delhi, in view of
escalating costs of raw
materials and labour. He
explained that the sustained
riseinthedollarvalueagainst
the rupee had pushed up the
price of imported inputs,
making the hike
unavoidable.

Association members
are said to have underlined
that the bulk of their raw
materials, such as veneer
flitches and logs, are sourced

i“
b ) d

from overseas markets. With
currency fluctuations
sharply rising procurement
costs, and manpower
expenses rising steeply,
producers were left with no
option butto passtheburden
onto consumers. They
emphasised that the
operational cost pressures
had grown significantly,
leavinglittleflexibility for the
industry.

I ndust¢try
representatives also pointed

#AbTulfKaHaiZamana

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL

FOR YOUR HOME,

CHOOSE BHUTAN TUFF
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out that decorative veneer
remains a premium product
largely consumed in the
luxury interiors segment.
Being a capital-intensive
line, manufacturers
reportedly stressed the
necessity of protecting
margins to maintain quality
and sustainability. In this
challenging scenario, they
appealed for the continued
support and cooperation of
channelpartners.
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Designs for //// Match Graphics
Today's
Workspaces

Design solutions that unite durability and modern design, perfect for
high-traffic zones like receptions, workstations, and meeting areas.
Built for lasting performance, easy upkeep, and a professional finish.

INDIA'S NO 1
DECOR PAPER
COMPANY

///// MG NAXT “Jtidzial | VOBUEDECOR | Coldrpedia | 1LINO

@O ® wwwmatchgraphicsin | +91 70696 00000




PLYWOOD AND PANEL INDUSTRY

Preparing for a New Era of

BIS Compliance

The plywood and panel sector is
entering a new regulatory phase as
mandatory BIS compliance has come into
effect for all units from 28th August. Industry
sources say that while the rules were
introduced six months ago, many
manufacturershavebeenstrugglingtoobtain
licences under the revised framework. So far,
about 40% units across the country have
successfully registered.

Industry representatives noted that
the transition is proving particularly
challenging for small and regional units,
many of which remain unaware of the revised
ISI standards. The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) and industry associations
have therefore been working to raise
awareness, especially regarding the inclusion
of Boiling Water Proof (BWP) grade in
IS 303.

Observers suggestthatthe compliance
push could initially disrupt production for
non-licenced units, but added that it would
eventually improve quality consistency

across the market. Traders and retailers have
been advised to carefully scrutinise bills,
verify the authenticity of BIS marks, and
maintain proper documentation. Officials
cautioned thatBISisexpectedtoadoptastrict
stance toward non-compliant operators.
Despite early hesitation, industry
voices acknowledge that plywood and MDF
board manufacturers are gradually
recognisingthelong-termbenefits of aligning
with higher quality standards. They argue

that mandatory compliance would
strengthen consumer trust, enhance
competitiveness, and bring greater

regularisation to a previously fragmented
market.

Market analysts believe the coming
months will be critical as the industry adjusts
to the new norms. They suggested that
although small units may face short-term
hurdles, adherence to BIS standards could
usher in a more transparent and sustainable
future for the sector.
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A New Chapter in
Premium Laminati

3025-2026

@ Surface Wear Resistant* Crack Resistant*

Boiling Water Resistant* Scratch Resistant*
@ Impact Resistant* Stain Resistant*

www.amulyamica.com *T&C APPLY




INDIA

Sets Ambitious Net-Zero

Goal

Union
Bhupender Yadav recently stated that India

Environment  Minister
would require investments exceeding USD 10
trillion by 2070 to achieve its net-zero target.
He emphasised the importance of building
global trust in environment-friendly
investmentstomakethisvisionattainable.
According to him, India is pursuing
blended finance models,using publicfundsto
de-risk and encourage private capital in
renewable energy, energy efficiency, electric

mobility, waste-to-wealth projects, and

Vowel

nature-based solutions. He also highlighted
three guiding principles for India’s climate
agenda: climate finance must be integrated
with development finance; clean energy,
efficient cities, resilient agriculture, and
strong infrastructure are key to security and
industrial growth; and nations that mobilise
green investments will lead future industrial
valuechains.

Observers said the minister’s remarks
underline India’s resolve to balance
sustainability withlong-termdevelopment.

KARTIK ARORA
+91 93195 78001

BRIGHT PAPER PRODUCTS

Manufacturers of :

Al types of BOPP Tapes & Customised Printed Tapes

Add : Mundka Industrial Area, Delht
© brightpaperproducts9@gmail.com @ Website : www.vowelstationery.com
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PMWAUP

Plywood Units Seek Exemption from

Lab, STI Norms

The Plywood Manufacturers Welfare
Association of Uttar Pradesh (PMWAUP) has
reportedly appealed to the Ministry of Food
and Consumer Affairs to exempt micro and
smallunitsfrom mandatorylaband Standard
Testing Instructions (STI) requirements
under the Quality Control Order (QCO) for
plywood,boards,anddoors.

In a letter dated 21st September 2025,
the association explained that most small
manufacturers did not possess BIS licences
before the QCO took effect on 28th August
2025. They argued that these units lacked the
capacity to maintain the required testing
facilities.

Citingthe example of the footwear and
rubber sole industries, where the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) has already allowed
exemptions from such obligations, the
association requested similar relief for the
plywood sector. It assured that while units
may not be able to follow all formalities, they
wouldstillensurethatfinal products meet BIS
qualitystandards.

The representation was signed by
Ashok Kumar Agarwal, President of the
association, who urged the government to
consider the practical challenges faced by
smallerunits.

Particle Board ke saath,

Craft karna hai ek aasan baat

5
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W Gensral projects

@) weasipsaroupindin.cem £ <71 79120 46404 | g Infodslparoupindin.cem

PLY GAZETTE

MONTHLY REPORT ON THE INDIAN PANEL AND SURFACE INDUSTRY

36 | SEPTEMBER 2025 PLY GAZETTE




; 5;'lL;*?t,-”?l: | Looking for

' ‘§aueﬂaﬁd : : - ' .
. Spanplatte A TEE <" ’rhe be’r’rer
| o door ¢

+0 L! 4 Doors that close properly

\;,..- No bending

1 Doors with ideal weight 5  Doors with a perfect surface
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Thickness precision
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Less noise pollution
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Saverland Door Concept Door manufacturers interested in new technology Contact :
Sleek Boards Marketing Services LLP
' Saverland Service 20, "Landmark" 4th Floor, Paud Road,
WE OFFER : Please compare your actual door Kothrud, Pune 411038. INDIA
Support in Door Construction construction with the option to apply the .
... following your specific requirement. Saverland Door Concept. TEL: +91 .74474.46760 )
Testing in the Sauerland Lab You will improve quality and performance. sleekboardsmarketingservices@gmail.com

.. regarding all technical demands. Please do not hesitate to contact us. www.sauverland-spanplatte.de




GST ON PLYWOOD

Should Be 5%, Employment &
Farmers Will Benefit

Industry leaders and associations
the

government to cut the GST on plywood from

have reportedly urged central
18% to 5%, arguing that such a move would
significantly boost employment, increase
farmers’ incomes, and revive the sector. The
push comes amid broader governmental
plans to simplify the GST framework by
moving toward two slabs, 5% and 18%, which
the plywood industry hopes will favour their
demand.

Accordingto sources, about 80% of the
sector remains unorganised and that around
3.5 million people depend on plywood and
panel production for their livelihoods. The
market size of the industry was estimated at

325,000 crore plus in 2022-23.

,

e : a :
ijnd this shade in

OCEAN Glaze - 16151 (OG)
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With the Quality Control Order (QCO)
coming into force from February 2025,
industry insiders asserted that products will
be held to higher standards, reducing
dependence on imports, and aligning with
national priorities like Make in India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Farmers’ income is expected to
increase under the proposed 5% GST rate,
they argued, since nearly 92% of the wood
used in plywood manufacture comes from
Trees Outside Forests (TOF) or agroforestry.
Over one million farmers are involved in such
agroforestry operations. Currently, they
claimed, wood from agroforestry is taxed at
18%, while many agricultural products are

either exempt or taxed at low rates (0-5%),
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creating a mismatch that discourages the
practice.

FIPPI's submissions reportedly draw
comparisons to other eco-friendly or
agriculture-linked products which enjoy
lower tax rates: for instance, natural fibres in
textilesaretaxed at0-5% whereas man-made
fibres face 18%; electric vehicles attract 5%
GST while fuel-based ones are taxed at 28%.
They maintained that wood panels, being
environmentally favourable, deserve similar
treatment.

Voices from Bihar claimed that PM
Modi’s initiative to simplify GST into two
slabs reinforces the plywood sector’s
The
Manufacturers Association is said to have
urged their Chief Minister tolobby for therate

cut,assertingthatreducing GST wouldlead to

demand. Haryana  Plywood

morejobsandbetter raw material availability.
In Uttar Pradesh, Ashok Kumar Agrawal
reportedly wrote to the Finance Minister
emphasising that a 5% slab would strengthen

rural units, make plywood more affordable,

| i

and increase overall employment.

Southern states, too, are believed to
standtogain.Agroforestryiswidely practised
instateslike Karnatakaand Kerala, with trees
such as Silver oak, Melia dubia, and Rubber
forming a part of farmers’ incomes.

Currently, there are about 3,500
plywood units across India, almost all
MSME:s based in rural or semi-urban areas,
and most sourcing raw material through
agroforestry. The industry argues that high
production costs, expensive GST, and job
insecurity are squeezing both producers and
consumers, pushing plywood out of reach for
many.

Advocatesforthe GSTreductionassert
that lowering the rate will revive MSMEs,
protect millions of jobs, make plywood more
affordable for the public, and support
environmental goals and India’s carbon-
reduction targets. They conclude that a 5%
GST on plywood could deliver a triple benefit:
stronger rural incomes, safer jobs, and gains

in sustainability.
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WOOD PANEL SECTOR

Seeking Lower GST Despite Demand

Recovery

Industry observers have noted that
demand for wood panel products showed a
clear rebound in August, with data from
various manufacturers pointing to steady
growth. The trend is expected to continue
over the next six months, as reconstruction
activities following flood-related damages
have boosted consumption. According to
market watchers, branded products and the
sector’s gradual shift toward an organised
structure are beginning to reflect in sales and
arelikelytooutpacetheunorganised segment
in the near future. Although heavy rains this
year delayed material consumption, industry
insiders suggested that by early 2026,
demand for panels and decorative products
shouldstabiliseat moreconsistentlevels.

Despite the recovery, calls for a
reduction in Goods and Services Tax (GST)
remain strong. Industry representatives
emphasised that a 5% GST slab could be
considered only if the government was
convinced that the bulk of wood panel
production in India originated from agro-
forestry and plantation-based sources. They
pointed out that such products not only
supported farmers but also contributed to
strengthening the country’s green cover. The
comparison was drawn with cement board,
bagasse board, and unpolished tiles, which
already enjoy the lowest tax bracket on the

groundsof massutility.

Seasoned professionals have reasoned
that the sector missed an opportunity to
secure the 5% slab due to inadequate
communication with key ministries,
particularly the Ministry of Environment and
Forests and the Ministry of Agriculture. They
suggested that stronger evidence
demonstrating that nearly 90% of raw
materials came from plantation timber such
as poplar, eucalyptus, and Melia dubia could
have strengthened the case. However, they
admitted that rationalising the remaining
share, which includes imported timber and
non-plantation species, posed a challenge
that industry associations would need to
address.

Industry experts further underlined
that plywood and panel manufacturers were
already using sustainable, carbon-positive
materials, making their demand for tax relief
more justifiable. They urged associations,
traders, and dealer networks to mount a
unified campaign pressing for GST reduction
on plywood, MDF, particle board, and
affordable furniture. According to them,
coordinated efforts could persuade
policymakers within a year to consider
lowering the tax burden, ultimately
benefitingboth producersand consumers.
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FALLING LUMBER PRICES

A Warning Signal for the

US Economy

Analysts have reported that lumber
prices in the United States have declined
sharply, falling by nearly 24 to 25 percent
since early August. Market observers
suggested that while thedrop might appearto
be a correction, it could also signal deeper
challengesforthebroadereconomy.

Industry experts attributed the fall to
oversupply, weakening housing demand, and
continuing uncertainty around U.S. tariffs on
Canadian imports, which remain at
approximately 35 percent. These tariffs, they
explained, have long disrupted trade flows,
and the combination of weaker domestic
demand has prompted major producers,
including Interfor and Domtar, to scale back

operationsinanattempttobalancesupply.
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Commentators pointed out that
lumber prices are often viewed as a leading
indicator of economic health. They argued
that when housing construction slows, it
frequently reflects broader weakness in
consumer spending and private investment.
Since housing connects to industries such as
furniture, appliances, steel, and cement, a
downturn in this sector can create ripple
effectsacrosstheeconomy.

Although falling prices may offer
short-termrelief to builders, analysts warned
that persistent weak demand could deepen
the construction slowdown, affecting
employmentandgrowth.Fornow,theynoted,
the lumber market appears to be sending an
earlycautionarysignal.
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PLYWOOD COSTS

Insights on Trends

Plywood has long been a preferred
choice in construction and interior design,
valued for its durability, versatility, and
affordability. Yet one recurring concern for
homeowners, contractors, and traders is its
fluctuating price. In recent years, volatility
has been shaped by global supply chain
disruptions, rising input costs, and changing
consumer preferences. As the plywood
industry moves towards  greater
sustainability and innovation, analysts say it
is crucial for buyers to understand the factors
influencingcostsandthedirection prices may
takeinthenearfuture.

Industry experts point out that the
availability of raw materials remains a
decisive factor. Timber, the backbone of
plywood production, has become costlier to
procure due to tightening environmental
regulations and the need for sustainable
sourcing. Additionally, escalating
transportation and energy costs are pushing
up manufacturing and distribution expenses,
directly impacting sheet prices. Rising
demand from real estate and furniture
sectors, particularly with rapid urbanisation,
has further strengthened upward pressure on
prices, especially for premium grades.
Technological improvements such as
automation, eco-friendly adhesives, and
advanced treatments are enhancing product
quality, though these too add to the overall
coststructure.
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Looking ahead, the industry is
expected to witness several defining trends.
Sustainable options are gaining ground, with
eco-friendly plywood made from responsibly
sourced timber and low-emission adhesives
becoming increasingly popular. While these
productsmayinitially carryahigher pricetag,
their adoption is likely to expand, creating
long-term price stability. At the same time,
greater transparency is emerging through
online platforms, enabling buyers to track
daily rates and reducing the scope for market
speculation.

Market observers also predict rising
demand for plywood with enhanced
durability, moisture resistance, and termite
protection. This preference is expected to
widen the gap between standard and
premium grades. On the other hand, regional
pricedisparitiesarelikely tonarrow,thanksto
improved logistics and digital access that will
allow buyers in smaller towns to access rates
closertothoseinmetros.

For Dbuyers, industry Ileaders
recommend careful evaluation before
purchase. Selecting the right grade and
thickness depending on usage is key, while
ensuring ISI certification helps guarantee
compliance with national quality standards.
Inspecting the board for gaps between layers,
verifying moisture resistance for kitchens
and bathrooms, and checking authenticity
through manufacturer codes are all crucial




variations. To make informed decisions,
homeowners and contractors are advised to
focus on certification, durability, and
authenticity. By staying updated through
reliable sources, they can safeguard their
investments and achieve both cost efficiency
andlong-termquality.

stepstoensurevalueformoney.

Plywood prices are being shaped by a
combination of raw material availability,
energy costs, demand fluctuations, and
technological advances. With sustainability
and innovation guiding the future,buyers can
expect clearer pricing, higher demand for
premium products, and reduced regional

KOLKATAWOOD 2025

Eastern India’s Premier Woodworking
Platform, Concludes Successfully

KolkataWood 2025, Eastern India’s
leading exhibition for woodworking
technologies, furniture and mattress
manufacturing, was held from 12th to 14th
September 2025 at Biswa Bangla Mela
Prangan, Kolkata. The event had live
demonstrations of CNC machines, edge
banders, panel saws and other advanced
tools. Top brands showcased machinery,

materials and solutions for modular
furniture, kitchens and interiors, offering
direct access to suppliers, experts and
industry networks. The event was ideal for
manufacturers, OEMs, distributors and
carpenters, highlighting emerging trends
and business opportunities. Entry was free
fortradevisitorsaged18andabove.

+9180877 16999

MALPANI WOOD IND. (P) LTD.

NEELKAMAL
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SOPMA

Kerala Plywood Makers Halt
Production and Raise Prices Amid

Rising Costs

Kerala’s plywood sectorisbracingforadouble
impact of production suspension and price
hikes, following a resolution passed by the
Sawmill
Manufacturers’ Association (SOPMA). In a
meetingchaired byitspresident M. M. Mujeeb
Rehman on 20th August, the association
suspended manufacturing operations from
1st to 8th September. Initially intended to
coincide with the Onam festival, the
shutdown extended till 8th September.
Manufacturers and dealers had more time to
alignwithmandatoryISIcompliances.
SOPMA also announced a price
increase across multiple plywood categories,
mentioning rising input costs such as

Owners’ and Plywood

GOPAL KRISHAN
+9193145 03949

2
e

growing resin prices, increased labour
charges,andthecompulsoryimplementation
of ISI standards. Non-availability of raw
materials at competitive prices had further
the
manufacturers compelled to revise their
pricing to sustain operations and uphold
qualitystandards.

The association appealed to channel
partners and stakeholders to cooperate
during this transition period, underlining
thatthemeasures were necessary tomaintain
product quality, ensure timely compliance
and safeguard the long-term sustainability of
Kerala’s plywood manufacturingindustry.

intensified situation, leaving

& DHARUYV BANSAL
1

+9176655 48555

SUN PLYWOOD INDUSTRIES
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Manufacturers : Plywood - Block Board - Flush Door
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RESIN SOLUTIONS

Urged for Plywood Sector

The plywood and panelindustryisata
decisive stage, where the search for a suitable
resin has become both urgent and essential.
According to reports, while the development
of bio-resin and urea-free alternatives has
drawn attention and appreciation, experts
admitted that scaling up production to meet
the needs of the vast panel sector remains a
dauntingchallenge.

The demand for quality resin has
grownin parallel with therisingconsumption
of plywood, MDF, block boards, and doors. As
panel products have become central to
furniture manufacturing, which itself is now
viewed as a basic necessity, industry
representatives stressed that a reliable
bonding solution was required. They
maintained that the final product had to meet
expectations of durability, environmental
compliance, and quality in order to remain
competitive.

Government policy has added another
layer of complexity. Officials have banned the
diversion of agricultural-grade urea for
industrial use, insisting instead on technical-
grade urea for resin manufacturing. However,
producers have reportedly complained that
sourcing this material has become uncertain
and costly, with no fixed supply channels and
highimport prices. The government has gone
so farasto declare the misuse of agricultural-

grade urea a non-bailable offence, while
plywood and panelunits havefaced raids over
thepasttwoyearsforviolations.

In this scenario, technocrats and
researchers were said to have a unique
opportunity to develop scalable, sustainable,
and cost-effective resin alternatives. While
experimental bio-resins have been
introduced, producers admitted that mass
production methods were still not fully
established. Withoutsuchbreakthroughs,the
sector continues to rely on technical-grade
ureadespitethehurdles.

Industryvoicesalsourged government
support in facilitating procurement and
possibly subsidising technical-grade urea,
arguing that the wood panel sector was an
agro-basedindustry withdeeprurallinkages.
By supporting resin innovation and easing
rawmaterialbottlenecks, policymakerscould
not only ensure quality production but also
safeguard the livelihoods of thousands of
farmersconnectedtothisvaluechain.

Reports concluded that the search for
the right resin formula was not only a matter
of industrial efficiency but also of
environmental responsibility and long-term
sustainability, making it one of the most
pressing needs of the plywood and panel

sectortoday.
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TREELAB WPC BOARDS
Where Strength Meets Style

Social media sources are abuzz with
news about Treelab. In a market increasingly
seeking sustainable and stylish alternatives
to traditional materials, the brand has
positioned itself as aname synonymous with
innovation. Director Vinay Bansal has been
quoted as saying that Treelab WPC (Wood-
Plastic Composite) Boards have been
designed to deliver durability, elegance and
low maintenance for modern living.
According to him, the boards successfully
combine the natural beauty of wood with the
strength of advanced composites, offering
customersasolutionthatisaspractical asitis
visuallyappealing.

During a recent interaction, V Bansal
welcomed viewers to what he called the
“TreeLab family” and offered an overview of
thecompany’s WPCsection,alsoknowninthe
market as NFC. He explained that the boards
are manufactured in a complete thickness
rangefrom5mmto40 mmandareavailablein
bothsheetanddoorsizes.Henoted that many
customers confuse WPC with PVC, but
pointed out that PVC is typically white while
WPC is available in natural wooden colours,
makingitinstantlyrecognisable.

He encouraged prospective buyers to
askaboutdensity, surface hardnessand inner
hardness before making a purchase,
observing that these technical indicators
revealthetruequality of the material. Treelab,
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he said, is transparent about these details,
inviting customers to examine the product
closely.

Using a demonstration piece, Vinay
Bansal showed how a 40 mm door section
could be visualised at 12 mm in 3D,
highlighting the clarity of the internal
structure. He stressed that each fibre within
the boards is connected to the next, resulting
in a robust yet refined material. This, he said,
gives a clear view of what is special about the
product, a seamless blend of strength,
durabilityandaestheticappeal.




Beyond the technical presentation,
Treelab describes its WPC Boards as an
innovative solution for both outdoor and
indoor applications. The boards have been
crafted with precision and engineered for
durability, combining the natural aesthetics
of wood with the strength and versatility of
plastic. They are marketed as ideal for
decking, fencing, cladding and a variety of
other uses, with resilience against moisture,
rotand UVrayscitedaskeysellingpoints.

Company literature emphasises that
these boards require minimal maintenance
while providing long-lasting performance,
offering customers the opportunity to
enhance their surroundings without the
recurring costs and upkeep associated with
conventional materials. The boards are
positioned as a choice for those who want to
elevate their environment with timeless
eleganceand modern functionality.

Industry observers have noted that
WPCtechnologyisgainingground globally as
a sustainable option for architects, builders
and homeowners. Treelab appears to be
responding to this demand by focusing on
both technical quality and aesthetic variety.
The company highlights sustainability as a
core attribute, suggesting that its products
allow customers to enjoy the look and feel of

wood while reducing reliance on natural
timber.

The combination of transparent
technical specifications,
demonstration and a strong marketing

visual

narrative suggests that Treelab is attempting
to build trust among buyers who might
otherwise be wary of composite materials. V
Bansal’'s emphasis on educating customers
about differences between WPC and PVC, as
wellasabouthardnessanddensity,reflectsan
approach aimed at positioning the brand as
bothexpertandaccessible.

As the building and interiors sector
continues to evolve, the company projects
that its WPC Boards will become a preferred
choice for those seeking strength, style and
sustainability in one package. The Dresden-
style presentation of internal structures,
coupled with a modern product portfolio,
underscores Treelab’sambitiontobe seennot
merely as a manufacturer but as a partner in
shapingcontemporarylivingspaces.

With its focus on innovation, clarity
and customer empowerment, Treelab is
promoting its WPC Boards as more than a
material, a versatile platform where beauty
meets strength and sustainability underpins
style.

PLY GAZETTE
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EURO PRATIK

IPO Worth 451 Crore Fully
Subscribed on Closing Day

Euro Pratik Sales’ Initial Public
Offering (IPO), which opened on 16th
September, 2025, closed with full
subscription, drawing a strong response from
investors. According to market disclosures,
the issue comprised an offer for sale (OFS) of
1.83 crore equity shares, aggregating 3451.39
crore. The company had fixed the price band
at 3247 per share, with the bidding window
openbetweenl16thand18th September.

The allotment of shares was finalised
on 19th September, with the company
confirming that successful applicants would
receive their equity shares credited to demat
accounts by 22nd September. Refunds to
unsuccessful bidders were also scheduled for
thesamedate. EuroPratik Salesisexpectedto
debut on both the Bombay Stock Exchange
(BSE) and National Stock Exchange (NSE) on
23rdSeptember.

Managing Director Pratik Singhvi
expressed gratitude for the support received,
describing the IPO’s success as a milestone
achieved through the trust and contribution

of what he referred to as the “Euro Pratik
Parivar.” He reportedly stated that the
confidence shown by stakeholders would
inspire the company to continue pushing
boundariesandshapingabrighterfuture.

Industry reports highlighted Euro
Pratik Sales asoneof India’s largest organised
decorative wall panel brands, commanding
over 15 percent market share by revenue.
Analysts noted that the company posted a 28
percent rise in revenue in FY25, reaching
3284.2 crore compared with 222 crore in
FY24.Profitafter tax alsogrew by 21.5 percent
during the same period, from 63 crore to
X76.44 crore.

Founded in 2010, Euro Pratik Sales is
known for its extensive portfolio, offering
more than 30 product categories and over
3,000 designs. Its signature collections,
including Louvers, Chisel, and Auris, are
positioned asdesign-led solutions cateringto
evolving consumer preferences in the
decorativewall panelindustry.

PLY GAZETTE
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CENTURY PARTICLEBOARDS

Redefining Standards with Strong

Particle Board

The demand for modern construction
and interior materials is increasingly shaped
by the need for durability, efficiency, and eco-
friendliness. In response to this trend,
Century Particleboards has positioned its
Strong Particle Board (SPB) as a benchmark
product, combining high performance with
enduring quality. According to company
representatives, the board has been designed
as a symbol of creativity, precision, and
longevity, aimed at meeting the stringent
requirements of both residential and
commercial projects.

The company has emphasised that
sustainability is central to the SPB’s design.
The boards are manufactured to El-grade
compliance, a global standard that regulates
formaldehyde emissions. By ensuring low
levels of harmful chemical release, the
product is said to contribute to healthier
indoor environments. Analysts noted that
this feature makes the boards suitable for
sensitive spaces such as homes, offices,
schools, and hospitals. Company officials
added that the low-emission attribute aligns
with contemporary eco-friendly building
practices, offeringusers the dualadvantage of
safetyandreduced environmentalimpact.

Century SPB’s versatility is another
key strength. The product range, available in

thicknessesfrom6mmto45mm,thewidestin
India, has been described as suitable for
furniture, modular structures, and decorative
applications. Theboardsare manufacturedin
cost-efficient sizes to minimise wastage,
which not only lowers expenses but also
reduces environmental footprint. This
adaptability has made SPB a cost-effective
choiceforprojectsofvaryingscale.

The boards deliver robust
performance under stress. Unlike
conventional particle boards, Century SPB is
designed to bend more effectively, enabling it
to carry heavier loads without damage.
Manufacturers claimed that this capacity
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allowsittoserveasapermanentframeworkin
furniture and construction projects. Its
resistance to warping and peeling was also
cited as afactor that extends product life and
reduces long-term maintenance costs, which
industryexperts saw asamajor advantage for
buildersanddesigners.

Also worth noting is the company’s
emphasis on consistency in manufacturing.
Each board reportedly undergoes a series of
stringent quality checks to achieve a uniform
texture and finish. Insiders suggested that
this level of detail ensures reliability across
diverseapplications,whetherinfinefurniture
detailing or large-scale construction. The
ready-to-install and pre-finished nature of
the boards was described as an added
convenience for carpenters and contractors,
helping them save time without
compromisingonquality.

Easeofuse hasalsobeen positioned as
oneoftheSPB’sdefiningfeatures. Thesmooth
surface of the board, according to the
company,allows for easy cutting, drilling,and
shaping, reducing labour and installation
time.Itisofferedinsizes such as 9x6,8x6,and
8x4, providing flexibility for multiple design

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MATERIAL

FOR YOUR HOME,
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requirements. Industry experts remarked
that these qualities make the product well
suited for high-volume projects that demand
efficiency.

Company representatives further
stated that Century SPB conforms to
international benchmarks of quality while
being tailored for Indian conditions.
Architects and designers have reportedly
been assured that the product delivers both
visual appeal and structural endurance. The
strategyistopositionSPBbrand notmerelyas
a particle board, but as a long-term solution
for builders
performance.

Century Particleboards’ Strong
Particle Board has been presented as a

seeking reliability and

hallmark of lasting quality, sustainability,
and versatility. Industry experts observed
that by setting higher standards for
durability, eco-compliance, and ease of
application, the product is poised to support
builders, designers, and craftsmen in
delivering projects with confidence and
efficiency, while also contributing to a more
sustainableconstructionlandscape.
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GREENPLY

Unveils X600 Crore Panel Plant in

Odisha

Greenply Industries Ltd has
reportedly announced the commissioning of
a new integrated wood panel manufacturing
facility at Semiliguda in Odisha’s Koraput
district. The virtual inauguration took place
in Bhubaneswar in the presence of Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhiand Industries
Minister Sampad Chandra Swain, along with
seniorgovernmentofficials.

Company chairman Rajesh Mittal was
quoted as saying that the milestone project
was possible due to the state government’s
active support in land allotment, single-
window clearances, and timely approvals. He
emphasised that the facility’s plywood and
MDF units would not only create employment
but also anchor sustainable growth through
agroforestry, generating value for both the
local community and the industry. He added
that the project aligned with the
government’s vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat
and Make in India, while the implementation
of stricter quality standards in the panel
sector was creating new opportunities
nationwide.

The Semiliguda facility, set up through
Greenply’s wholly owned subsidiary
Greenply Sandila Pvt. Ltd., combines
strategic location benefits with strong
communityimpact.Surrounded by abundant
plantation-grown timber, the site offers a

sustainable and cost-effective raw material
supply. Its connectivity by rail and road was
also seen as strengthening access to both
domestic and export markets. With an
investment of over 600 crore, the project is
expected to generate more than 1,200 direct
jobs along with several thousand indirect
opportunities, boosting local SMEs,
suppliers,andskill-buildingprogrammes.

Greenply has Dbeen steadily
positioning itself as a leader in sustainable
manufacturing. The company has already
planted over 7S million seedlings across more
than one lakh acres near its operational
plants. This structured agroforestry model
ensures steady raw material availability,
while simultaneously increasing farmer
incomes and contributing to the national
target of 33 percent green cover. Experts
added that such initiatives also support a
carbon-neutral growth pathway for the
sector.

With this project, Greenply has
reinforced both its leadership in advanced
wood panel manufacturing and its long-term
commitment to sustainable and community-
drivengrowth. The Odishafacilityisexpected
to serve as a benchmark for future
investments in India’s panel industry,
combining  industrial scale  with
environmental responsibility.
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NIPPONPLY

Plans Big Investment for
Expansion, Exports and

E-Commerce

Accordingtoanewsreportbythe Daily
Excelsior, Nipponply Industries, the Gujarat-
based company has announced plans to
invest 3250 crore over the next three years to
boostexport-oriented production, expandits
e-commerce capabilities and set up new
warchousing and design centres. According
to Managing Director Ketan Thakkar, the
company is currently spending 65 crore to
expand its panel and furniture
manufacturing operations and intends to
scale up further to meet global standards.

Ketan Thakkar indicated that the
domestic furniture sector offers significant
opportunities both in India and overseas
markets such as Europe, withindustry trends
shifting from traditional carpentry to
modular, branded solutions and a growing
preference for wood-veneered plywood over
medium-density fibreboard. He said India
already performs strongly in furniture
manufacturing and, with the right policy
support, could become a leader in modular
exports. Nipponply is in discussions with

partnersin Europe,the Middle Eastand North
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America to advance its export strategy.

However, he also pointed to
challenges, including timber and coating
price volatility, limited availability of eco-
certified raw materials and inconsistent last-
mile delivery. K Thakkar highlighted the
importance of government measures such as
quality control orders to ensure consumer
trust and competitiveness by filtering out
substandard imports and encouraging
certified Indian producers.

On taxation, he recommended a 12 per
cent GST slab for certified furniture instead of
thecurrent18percent,arguingthatthehigher
rateburdens affordable buyers. He also called
for input tax credits and GST relief for
modular MSME exporters to spur the
adoption of green materials and improve cost
parity with global players.

Nipponply currently employs over 100
professionals across operations, design,
surfacefinishing, logistics and marketing and
sees its planned investment as a platform for
long-term growth in both domestic and
international markets.




KERALA WOOD INDUSTRY

Moving to Urea-Free Resin,
With a Breakthrough

Kerala’s wood and panel industry has
reportedly taken a decisive step toward
sustainability by embracing urea-free resin
technology across particle board and
plywood units. The move is being described
as the first such experiment in the country,
coming at a time when international urea
prices remain volatile and supply for
industrial use falls short of demand.

Representatives explained that
industrial urea costs several times more than
subsidised agricultural urea, and

procurement has been a persistent challenge
for manufacturers. By adopting bio-resin
alternatives, companies aim not only to
overcome these supply hurdles but also to
deliver panels with improved strength,
durability, and reduced emissions. The
initiative would be a milestone for
environment-sensitive construction
practices.

Observers noted that Kerala producers
were quick to promote the innovation.
Industryinsiders highlighted thateach tonne
of the new bio-resin offsets about 325

kilogrammes of urea, meaning a medium-
density fibreboard plant consuming 80
tonnes daily could avoid nearly 26 tonnes of
urea in its operations.

Leadersfromtradeassociationsadded
that several units had already implemented
the technology, while others were preparing
to follow. Trials had confirmed the resin’s
success, combining environmental gains
with notable cost advantages. Industry
experts further argued that the transition
would strengthen Kerala’s competitive
position in both domestic and international
markets, potentially making the state a
technological leader in sustainable resin
adoption.

Analysts concluded that by moving to
bio-based adhesives, the wood sector was
positioning itself to ease economic pressures
linked to raw material costs, while sharply
reducing its chemical footprint. The
agreement, they said, could set the tone for
wider adoption across India, reshaping the
country’s wood-based manufacturing
practices for the future.
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SBI REPORT

States Seen as Net Gainers

from GST Rate

Rationalisation

States are likely to emerge as net
beneficiaries from the proposed goods and
services tax (GST) rate rationalisation, with
their combined revenue projected to go
beyond %14 lakh crore in the current financial
year including devolution, according to a
study by SBI Research. The report indicated
that rationalisation may not necessarily lead
to a revenue loss, pointing out that past
exercises showed similar trends, though an
initialdipof3-4%incollectionscouldoccur.

Analysts cited in the report projected
that for FY26, states could mobilise about 310
lakh crore in state GST and ¥4 lakh plus crore
through devolution, ensuring that they
remainnetgainersevenaftertherevisedrates
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areimplemented.

At the same time, eight states have
reportedly voiced apprehensions of a
possible revenue loss of 1.5-2 lakh crore and
called for mechanisms to protect state
finances. SBI Research countered such
concerns by noting that states ultimately
receive nearly X70.5 out of every 3100 of GST
collected,oraround70%oftotalrevenues.

The study further underlined that the
benefits of rationalisation extend beyond
immediate revenue, saying that simpler rates
would reduce compliance burdens, broaden
the tax base and strengthen long-term
revenuebuoyancyandeconomicefficiency.
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INDIA'S PLYWOOD MARKET

Poised for Strong Growth

Industry observers have suggested
thatIndia’s plywood sectoris on the brink of a
major expansion, with rising demand
expected to define the coming decade.
Analysts pointed out that while India has the
world’s largest population, its plywood
production remains just a fraction of China’s.
Current estimates indicate that India
produces nearly twenty times less than its
northern neighbour. Even if domestic output
were to increase tenfold over the next ten
years, it would only amount to half of China’s
present production. On a per capita basis,
India’s consumption averages less than
China, far below global standards. Experts
believe this imbalance highlights the

immense potential for growth and
underscores the need for careful
preparation.

Concerns that raw material shortages
might hinder expansion have been
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downplayedbyindustryleaders. Theyargued
that wood availability is actually on the rise,
largely because of the growing popularity of
agroforestry. Farmers, they said, increasingly
see commercial plantations as profitable
alternatives to traditional agriculture, with
earnings of up to 350,000 to 360,000 per acre.
Short-rotation crops like eucalyptus and
poplar, which mature in about four years, are
gaining preference over longer-gestation
varieties. Companies with operations in
states such as Punjab and Karnataka are
actively promoting this model in their
surrounding regions.

Observers noted that China’s rapid
plywood growth was built on large-scale
agroforestry, including in hilly and barren
terrains. Indian producers are attempting to
replicate this system, not only to secure raw
materials but also to contribute positively to
the environment. Agroforestry, they pointed

Avolution Plywood
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out, plays a vital role in pollution control, and
its expansion in India could bring similar
benefits. To drive the initiative, companies
have deployed dedicated teams that provide
farmers with saplings, guidance, and
technical assistance. Industry insiders
maintained thatif more manufacturers adopt
this approach, the country could soon
becomeself-reliantinits wood supply.

Market opportunities in Uttar Pradesh
are also drawing attention. Executives
indicated thatthestate’slarge populationand
proactive government support make it an
attractive destination for future investments,
althoughnofinalplanshavebeenconfirmed.

At the same time, concerns about
quality remain an important issue. Experts
acknowledged that the plywood sector has
longbeen dominated by unorganised players,
which has sometimes compromised
standards. However, the government’s
introduction of the Quality Control Order
(QCO) is viewed as a turning point. Industry
representatives explained thatunder QCO,all
producers must adhere to uniform
benchmarks, ensuring that consumers
receive durable, reliable products. They
dismissed worries that the regulation might
hinder businesses, stressing that genuine
players could secure licences easily. In their
view, the policy will eliminate substandard
operators and strengthen India’s standing
internationally.

Analysts also remarked on the values
shapingtheindustry’sleadership. Executives
credited their successto principles of honesty
and hard work, as well as a consumer-first
philosophy. They highlighted theimportance
of accountability, not only to customers but
also to society at large—underscoring the
sector’scommitment to sustainable practices
andnationalgrowth.

Looking ahead, companies appear
determined to adopt a consumer-centric
market strategy. Reports indicated that
plywood manufacturers are building
extensive networks of carpenters, architects,
dealers, and contractors to ensure direct
engagement. Data-driven outreach, targeted
advertising,andinnovationinproductdesign
are expected to remain priorities. Observers
stressed that problem-solving and customer
trustwillbethepillarsoflong-termsuccess.

Industry voices concluded that the key
to overcoming challenges lies in
transparency, accurate communication, and
integrity. As long as manufacturers remain
honestabouttheirofferingsandresponsiveto
consumer needs, they believe the plywood
sector can meet its ambitious growth targets.
With supportive government policies,
expanding agroforestry, and rising demand
across housing and infrastructure, India’s
plywood industry is widely expected to enter
a phase of rapid expansion in the coming
years.

Market opportunities in Uttar Pradesh are also drawing attention. Executives
indicated that the state’s large population and proactive government

support make it an attractive destination for future investments,

although no final plans have been confirmed.
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INDIAN MARKET

Having Immense Potential

Experts have indicated that India’s
vast mass-market holds immense potential,
but to unlock it fully, more creative and
strategic policies are required. They
suggested that while affluent consumers
oftenbenefit fromtargeted policies, thelarger
mass-market segment remains underserved,
despite being capable of driving long-term
economicgrowth.

Observers noted that mass-market
products are typically low-priced, high-
volume, and low-margin, making them
distinct from premium segments. Due to low
incomes and limited confidence, many
consumers in this category rely heavily on
local small-scale companies or cheap
imported goods. Analysts emphasised that
policies must now focus on the 40% of Indian

middle-class households, across both urban
andruralareas,whoformthebackboneofthis
consumerbase.

Market researchers described this
group as informed, aspirational, and price-
sensitive. They may cut back on quality or
shift tocheaper alternatives during economic
slowdowns, but they rarely stop consuming
altogether. Thismakesthemasteadydemand
driver.

Industry voices stressed that the long-
termgoalshouldbetotransformthissegment
into a high-efficiency ecosystem where both
consumers and producers can maximise
productivity. They argued that with the right
policies, India’s mass-market could become a
decisiveengineof sustainablegrowth.

They may cut back on quality or shift to cheaper alternatives during economic
slowdowns, but they rarely stop consuming altogether. This makes
them a steady demand driver.
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AMULYA MICA

Unveils New Range at Bali Conclave

Amulya Mica’s much-anticipated
international distributors and dealers
conclave in Bali, Thailand, was described as a
blend of business strategy and cultural
celebration. Afterapandemic-induced pause,
the company reinstated its Foreign Trip
Achievers’ Scheme, taking more than 100
distributors and dealers from across India,
along with select international guests, to The
Stones Hotel Legian on 31st August 2025.
Attendees reportedly spoke of a warm
welcome marked by flowers, tilak, Ganesh
Vandana, lamp lighting and the National
Anthem, which set a ceremonial tone for the
proceedings.

According to participants, the
highlight of the conclave was the unveiling of
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Amulya Mica’s new 1.25 mm Imperial
Synchronised Series Catalogue and its latest
range of bendable PVC Laminates. The
Imperial Synchronised Series had first been
introduced at Bali in 2015 and has since
become a flagship product line. Company
officials said the updated catalogue reflected
Amulya Mica’s premium identity, adding
seven new textures, 15 décor papers and a
total of 35 finishes, underlining the brand’s
focus on design innovation and consistency.
The new PVC Laminates (1.25 mm):were
described as a versatile and flexible range,
with 49 décor papers, aimed at delivering
stylish, modern interiors.Senior leadership
including Surendra Tharad, Poonam Vyas
and Deepak Gupta outlined Amulya Mica’s



M
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MICA

M
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MIC#H

unique selling propositions, growth roadmap
and competitive positioning. Director
Abhishek Agarwal highlighted the technical
strengths of the synchronised laminates.
Mentor Subir Palit urged the company and its
partners to stay aligned with evolving market
trends to ensure sustainable growth in a
dynamic environment. Managing Director
Rakesh Agarwal thanked the channel
partners for their trust and announced
diversification into MBEE Press Plates Pvt.
Ltd. to accelerate product development and

ensure greater quality consistency. He also
drew attention to Amulya’s CSR initiatives
and its recent recognitions, including the CII
MSME Shining Award, Assocham’s Fair
Business Practice Award and Dun &
Bradstreet’sLeaderof Tomorrow Award.

The evening segment combined
recognition with entertainment. Top-
performing partners were felicitated before
traditional Balinese dance performances and
amusical galaunfolded. A new dealer scheme
wasunveiled tomotivateand reward partners
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in the coming year. Delegates said the
conclave transcended a typical business
event, functioning instead as a celebration of
relationships, trust and shared success. As
theBaligatheringconcluded, participantsleft
with memories of cultural exchange, product
innovation and strengthened bonds,
elements which, they believed, would inspire
AmulyaMica’s extended family togrow larger
andstrongerinthefuture.
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KOMABOARD

Shaping the Future of Sustainable
Interiors and Exteriors

In modern architecture and interior
design, the choice of material is increasingly
viewed as a balance between aesthetics,
durability, safety, and environmental
responsibility. Addressing this demand,
Koemmerling has introduced KémaBoard, a
premium range of Polymer Composite (PVC
and WPC) sheets,whichanalystsdescribeasa
superior alternative to conventional wood-
based panels.

Part of Koemmerling’s globally
recognised portfolio, KémaBoard reportedly
builds on the company’s German legacy of
innovation, precision, and reliability. For over
acentury, Koemmerling has been a pioneerin
advanced uPVC window and door systems,
trusted worldwide for their quality and eco-
conscious design. KomaBoard carries
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forward this tradition by offering architects
and builders a material that combines
durability, versatility,and sustainability.
Unlike
products, KdmaBoard is waterproof, termite-

traditional wood-based
proof, fire-retardant, and 100 percent lead-
free. These features make it suitable for
diverse conditions while ensuring longevity.
By aligning with sustainable construction
practices, the product supports the global
transition to eco-friendly building solutions
without compromising strength or
performance.

The material’s adaptability across
residential, commercial, and industrial
settings is remarkable. In furniture and
interiors, it is used for kitchen cabinets,

wardrobes, and modular workstations,
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offering high resistance to moisture and
pests. For ceilings and partitions, its
compatibility with CNC carving allows
intricate patterns and customised designs. In
wall paneling and cladding, its structural
strength and weather resistance make it
appropriate for both interior elegance and
durable facades. The product is also being
adopted in signage and display solutions due
toitslightweight yetrobust properties.

KomaBoard offers both WPC sheets
with wood-like textures and PVC sheets with
a pristine white finish. This dual range allows
designers to choose between natural-
inspired warmth and minimalistic modern
aesthetics. At the same time, the material’s
durability ensures that design flexibility is
notachievedattheexpenseofreliability.

The product is marketed with several
standout characteristics, including water and
weather resistance, termite and borer
protection, fire retardancy, anti-fungal and
anti-bacterial properties, high screw-holding
durability,

strength, lightweight

thermoformability, calibrated consistency,

and carpenter-friendly usability. Its lead-free
further
sustainability credentials.

composition underlines its

Founded in Germany over 127 years
ago, Koemmerling has built a reputation as a
leader in high-performance building
materials. Its global reach and expertise in
polymer-based solutions have made it a
trusted name for quality and innovation.
KomaBoardis presented as areflection of this
commitment, offering eco-friendly, reliable,
and future-ready solutions for the
constructionsector.

Now, with growing awareness of
sustainable practices, materials like
KomaBoard are becoming vital for both
interiorsandexteriors. Morethanjustapanel,
it represents a balanced solution, combining
aesthetics with functionality, durability with
sustainability, and tradition with innovation.
According to industry voices, KdmaBoard
demonstrates what modern materials should
aspire to be: versatile, eco-friendly, and
globally trusted, setting a new standard for

thefutureofconstructionanddesign.

Termites nowhere near,

SIPL Block Boards
Rahe bilkul clear
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ABPLTA

Traders Seek Clarity on

BIS Certification

The All Bharat Plywood & Laminates
Trade Association (ABPLTA) has called on
the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) to issue
clear guidance and extend greater support to
traders as the deadline for mandatory
certification of plywood, particle board, MDF,
and related products approaches. The new
certification norms, set to take effect from
28th August, 2025, have raised concerns
acrossthetradingcommunity.

In its representation to BIS, the
association pointed out that many traders are
struggling due to a lack of adequate
information and awareness about ISI/BIS
compliance requirements. It said that recent
inspections and raids at retail shops and
trading premises had caused unease among
industrymembers.

Associationrepresentatives explained
thattraders generally purchase stock directly
from manufacturers and suppliers, trusting
them to provide materials that bear valid ISI
marks and comply with BIS standards.
However, they argued that it is practically
impossible for traders to independently

confirm the authenticity of such markings or
toverifycompliance withall BISnorms.

This, they stressed, has exposed
traders to reputational risks, despite their
limited role in manufacturing or branding
activities. ABPLTA has therefore urged BIS to
focus monitoring efforts on manufacturers,
who bear primary responsibility for ensuring
compliance.

The association also requested
measures such as awareness sessions to help
traders identify genuine ISI-marked
products, a verification mechanism to
confirm authenticity, and priority
inspections at the manufacturing stage to
blocknon-compliantgoodsfromreachingthe
market.

Alok Mohta, Joint Secretary of
ABPLTA, said the appeal was aimed at
protecting genuine traders while ensuring
smooth implementation of certification
norms. He expressed hope that BIS would
intervene to address industry concerns and
supportthesector’scomplianceefforts.
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INDIA AND UK

Deepening Cooperation on Forest

Certification

The Indian Institute of Forest
Management (IIFM), Bhopal, recently hosted
aknowledge exchange workshopin July 2025
between India and the United Kingdom to
strengthen cooperation on forest standards,
certification, and product traceability. The
event, held in July 2025, was organised with
the support of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCCQC),
Government of India, and the UK
Government. It formed part of the India-UK
PACT (Partnering for Accelerated Climate
Transitions) initiative, which aims to
improve timber traceability and certification
inIndia’sagroforestrysector.

The inaugural session brought
together senior officials and international
representatives. Among those present were
Aseem Srivastava, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and Head of Forest
Force, Madhya Pradesh Forest Department;
Dr. K. Ravichandran, Director of IIFM; Amit
Anand, Deputy Inspector General of Forests,
MOoEFCC; Owain Roberts, Head of Climate
Change Policy at the British High
Commission; and Manoj Dabas, Country
Director of CIFOR-ICRAF. Speakers
underlined the need for closer collaboration
between India and the UK to advance
sustainableforestgovernance.

0. Roberts said the workshop built on
earliercooperationundertheIndia-UK Forest
Partnership, launched in 2021. He observed
thatjoint efforts were already contributing to
conservation goals and remarked that the
new exchange marked a key step in
strengthening sustainable agroforestry and
product traceability systems. He added that
such measures would benefit smallholder
farmers while aligning with global climate
objectives.

Dr. Ravichandran presented an
overview of India’s National Forest and Wood
Certification Scheme (IFWCS), branded
“PRAMAAN.” The initiative, launched by
MOoEFCC in December 2023, seeks to ensure
sustainable forest management through
third-party verification of forests, trees
outside forests, wood, and non-timber forest
products. He stressed that credibility and
transparency were essential for the scheme to
succeed, particularly if India aspired to gain
recognition alongside international
certificationsystems.

Technical insights were provided by
experts from the UK’s Forest Research, who
joined Indian stakeholders ranging from
policymakers to industry leaders, financial
institutions, academics, and NGOs. They
shared lessons from the UK’s development of
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certification systems and traceability
mechanisms, offering practical examples for
India to consider. According to participants,
discussions focused on the design of
certification  standards, governance
frameworks, and mechanisms to integrate
smallholders and local communities into
certification systems. The importance of
aligning certification with international due
diligence requirements and sustainability
normswasalsounderlined.

The workshop featured breakout
sessions and stakeholder panels that
contextualised UK experiences for Indian
priorities. Representatives from MoEFCC,
CIFOR, NABARD, the Federation of Indian
Plywood and Panel Industry (FIPPI),
Greenlam, and Incube contributed diverse
perspectives from policy, finance, industry,
and implementation. Deliberations centred
on how certification could support India’s
forestry sector, expand agroforestry, and
contributetoclimatechangemitigation.

Industry stakeholders suggested that
robust certification could enhance the
credibility of Indian wood-based products in
domestic and international markets.
Policymakers noted that certification would
also help align India with evolving global
trade rules that increasingly require

traceable, sustainable sourcing of raw
materials. Farmers’ representatives and
NGOs emphasised that certification must
remain inclusive, ensuring that smallholders
benefitfrommarketaccessandfair prices.

The event concluded with consensus
on the need for sustained technical
cooperation between India and the UK.
Participants agreed that the workshop had
enriched mutual understanding and laid the
foundation for deeper collaboration. It was
noted that strengthening certification and
traceability systems in India would not only
improve domestic forest governance but also
contribute to broader sustainability and
climategoals.

Officials and experts from both
countries indicated that future cooperation
could involve capacity-building, technical
exchanges, and pilot projects in agroforestry
regions. They stressed that such steps would
support India’s vision of expanding its green
cover while promoting farmer incomes and
rurallivelihoods.

The workshop was described as a
milestone in the India-UK partnership,
reflecting shared commitments to
responsible forest management, sustainable
trade,andglobal climateaction.
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STUDY SAYS

Enough Wood for Timber Cities

A new study published in ‘Nature’ has
suggested that the world already produces
enough wood to support a large-scale
transition to timber-based construction,
provided that global systems improve in
recycling, waste recovery, and the upcycling
of hardwoods. The research, titled Global
wood harvestis sufficient for climate-friendly
transitions to timber cities, argued that
circularity and better allocation of resources
could enable cities to rely on timber for the
majority of new construction without
expandingloggingorplantations.

The study, led by Alperen Yayla of
Imperial College London,indicated that more
efficient use of existing wood streams would
be critical. It was reported that re-allocating
wood currently burned as fuel towards
industrial purposes, alongside improved
recovery of waste materials, would not only
supply sufficient volumes of engineered
timber but would also reduce long-term
carbon emissions. Researchers claimed that
their modelled scenarios suggested a
reductioninglobal CO2 equivalent emissions
of upto 40.8 gigatonnes by 2100 compared to
abusiness-as-usual path.

They stressed, however, that such a
transition would require regional planning,
cross-sectoral governance, and international
coordination. In particular, they pointed out
the need for cleaner alternatives to wood fuel,

which currentlydominates household energy
useinpartsof Africa, Asia,and Latin America.
Without providing communities with
affordable energy substitutes, simply
diverting fuelwood into industry could force
greater reliance on fossil fuels, potentially
offsettingclimatebenefits.

Theresearchers framed “timber cities”
asurbanareas where 90 percentof residential
and commercial buildings are constructed
using engineered wood products or timber-
based envelopes. They suggested that such
cities could be a cornerstone of climate
strategy, since construction materials like
concrete and steel are among the world’s
highestsourcesofembodied carbon.

Examples of emerging timber
adoption were noted, including Uganda,
rapid
urbanisation have made mass timber
construction an attractive option for
addressing housing shortages. According to
the report, Uganda has positioned itself as a
vibrant market for timber innovation,
particularly in East Africa, where rising
populations are pushing demand for low-
carbonbuildingsolutions.

Yet the global picture is uneven. The
researchers said that in high-demand
countries such as India, Nigeria, the

where economic growth and

Democratic Republic of Congo, and Ethiopia,
weak plantation forestry and insufficient
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secondary forests meant that any increase in
industrial harvesting carried risks of
deforestation. They argued that without
alternative supply pathways, the pressure on
natural forests could be substantial,
exacerbating biodiversity loss and
underminingclimatecommitments.

The study examined several possible
pathways for meeting rising timber demand.
The first was a baseline “business as usual”
scenario, in which wood use continued along
current patterns. The second was a “shift”
scenario, where wood fuel was increasingly
redirected into industrial use. The third,
labelled “harvest,” relied on increased forest
extraction, while the fourth, “circular,”
focusedonmaximisingrecyclingandre-use.

Results suggested that the “circular”
and “shift” scenarios offered the greatest
environmental benefits. Under these models,
cities could transition towards timber
without requiring expansion of plantation
forests or aggressive logging. Researchers
said thatablend of these approaches, shifting
part of the annual fuelwood harvest while
expanding the role of recycled and recovered
timber, could realistically satisfy demand in
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90percentofurbanisingareasworldwide.
But they also acknowledged potential
drawbacks. Large-scale diversion of
fuelwood could leave vulnerable populations
dependent on carbon-intensive substitutes
such as oil, coal, or liquefied petroleum gas.
This outcome, they said, highlighted the need
for integrated planning that considered both
constructionandenergysystemsintandem.
Despite growing interest, engineered
timber currently represents only a small
fractionoftheglobal wood cycle. Accordingto
the study, just 0.26 percent of all harvested
wood goes into structural engineered
products, and timber accounts for only 2.7
percent of construction material globally.
This equates to roughly 2.9 percent of all

residential and commercial projects
worldwide.
Researchers emphasised that

hardwoods could play a pivotal rolein scaling
up engineered timber. They observed that
species such as oak (Quercus) and beech
(Fagus sylvatica) are naturally durable and
suitable for applications like glulam and
cross-laminated timber. At present, much of
this hardwood is consumed as bioenergy, a
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practice the study described as an under-
utilisation of its potential value. With better
technology and industry standards,
hardwood could instead be channelled into
long-lived building products, therebylocking
carbonintostructuresfordecades.

The authors pointed to prominent
projects that demonstrated the possibilities
of hardwood construction. Among these was
the use of American white oak glulam beams
at Lord’s Cricket Ground in London, which
showed that hardwood could perform atscale
whileofferingarchitecturalflexibility.

Another major focus of the study was
waste recovery. In 2021, nearly 28 percent of
total harvested wood was either left
unrecovered or used solely for energy
recovery, according to their estimates. With
the expansion of engineered timber, the
volume of offcuts, residues, and demolition
expected to

opportunitiesforcircularuse.

waste is rise, creating

Theresearchersarguedthat policy and
market development would be needed to
enable functional recovery at the end of
building life cycles. They said that

disassembly-friendly design, modular

construction, and standardisation of timber
components could all help ensure that wood
products were reused rather than discarded.
They added that secondary markets for
recycled wood products would be critical to
makecircularityeconomically viable.

The report emphasised that the wood
transition could not be treated as a purely
technical challenge. It highlighted the
governance dilemmas of balancing timber
demand with forest protection, and warned
that  ill-designed  policies could
unintentionally shift pressures across
regions. For instance, restricting harvest in
one country without addressing global
supply chains could lead to higher imports
andindirectdeforestationelsewhere.

The authors therefore called for cross-
regional planning and harmonisation of
standards. They suggested thatinternational
frameworks should encourage transparency
in timber trade, ensure legality, and
incentivise sustainable practices. They also
urged governments to recognise the dual role
of forests in both supplying renewable
construction material and preserving
ecologicalfunctions.
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The significance of transitioning

towards timber construction was

with
conventional materials. Studies cited in the

underscored by comparisons
articlenoted thatreplacing steel and concrete
with timber in up to 60 percent of new
buildings could cut emissions by an amount
equivalent to the entire global emissions of
the previous year. Timber’s ability to store
carbon in built form, combined with well-
managed forests that act as carbon sinks,
makes it a uniquely powerful tool in climate
mitigation.

Still, the researchers cautioned that
timber is not a silver bullet. They argued that
without robust sustainability safeguards,
increased timber demand could exacerbate
illegal logging, degrade ecosystems, and
displace communities. As such, they said that
the transition to timber cities must be
accompanied by social safeguards,
enforcement of forestlaws,and investmentin
community-based forestry.

The study concluded that the future of
timber cities depends not on harvesting more
trees, but on using existing resources more

wisely. Researchers called for innovation in
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recycling and upcycling technologies,
broader use of hardwoods in engineered
products, and urgent investment in clean
alternativestowood fuel.

They said that if governments and
industries embraced these pathways, the
global construction sector could transform
itself into a driver of carbon reduction rather
than a source of emissions. The vision of
timber cities, they argued, was not merely
about materials, but about reimagining the
relationship between urban growth and
ecological sustainability.

According to the study, the challenge
now lies in mobilising political will, building
institutional frameworks, and aligning
international cooperation. Without these, the
potential of timber cities could remain an
academicconceptratherthanaglobalreality.

The research made a simple point: the
worldalreadyhasenoughwood. Thequestion
is whether humanity has the ingenuity and
governancetoputittobetteruse.
(Courtesy:Wood Central)
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SUN TOUCH LAMINATE

A Vision for the Future

Sun Touch Laminate Pvt.Ltd.,basedin
Morbi, Gujarat, has established itself as a
trusted name in the decorative laminate
industry, combining innovation with
craftsmanship. In an interaction with the
media, Director Kamal Patel reflected on the
company’s product philosophy, market
differentiation, and its role in empowering
India’sinteriorsand furnituresector.

Kamal Patel explained that the
company offers a wide portfolio of high-
pressure decorative laminates, designed to
meet both aesthetic and functional
requirements. He said the range includes
scratch-resistant, UV-stable, anti-bacterial,
and moisture-protected laminates available
in woodgrain, abstract, matte, and glossy
finishes. With dimensions of 2440 x 1220 mm
and a standard 1 mm thickness, the products
are versatile enough for modular furniture,

wallapplications,and commercialinteriors.
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According to him, innovation remains
central to Sun Touch’s success. The company
hasinvested in advanced German and Italian
machinery for precision printing, texturing,
and resin application. Features such as
synchronised laminates, metallic finishes,
and anti-fingerprint surfaces, he added,
reflect a continuous focus on research and
development. Equally important, Patel
noted, is the company’s responsiveness to
market demand, with new designs regularly
introducedtokeeppacewithglobaltrends.

Discussing the role of laminate brands
insupportinginterior designersand furniture
manufacturers, Patel pointed to several
benefits. He emphasised that the wide
catalogue of textures and finishes allows
designers to experiment with diverse styles,
from minimalist to classic wood aesthetics,
without the cost of natural materials. He also
highlighted that laminates, being easy to
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apply on MDF, plywood, or particle board,
helpreduceprojecttimelines.

He added that Sun Touch offers
technical support, including swatch Kits,
datasheets, and mock-up panels, while
maintaining a robust distribution network
that ensures timely supply across India. This,
Patel argued, helps designers and OEMs meet
deadlines with confidence, particularly in
large projects requiring consistent quality
andrepeatorders.Hefurtherstressedthatthe
company continuously studies global design
movements, aligning its catalogue with
current demand, from matte earth tones and
terrazzopatternstohigh-glosspastelshades.

When asked about sustainability, Patel
underlined that eco-conscious production is
a core responsibility. He explained that Sun
Touch’s Morbi facility operates with low-
emissionresins, water recycling systems, and
energy-efficient processes. Additionally, he
said,thecompany sources raw materials from
responsible vendors, helping architects and
builders meet green building certification
standards.

Patel also cited the example of “5069
Himalayan Oak,” a design from the 1 mm

series, which has gained popularity among
furniture makers. Its soft oak texture and
subtle grains, he said, make it ideal for
wardrobes and bed back panels, combining
visualwarmth with practicalusability.
Looking ahead, Patel outlined
ambitious expansion plans.Domestically, the
company intends to enhance its dealer
support, strengthen digital marketing, and
deepen collaborations with interior design
firms. Internationally, he said, Sun Touch is
focusing on expanding exports to the Middle
East,Africa,and South-East Asia. Herevealed
that the company is also developing new
textures inspired by retro-futurism and
nature, supported by an expanded design
studioand product R&Dteam.
Patel
emphasising that Sun Touch Laminate is

Kamal concluded by
redefining what Indian-made decorative
laminates can deliver, combining beauty,
performance, and sustainability. With its
consistent focus on quality and innovation,
he suggested, thecompanyis well-positioned
to support the evolving needs of the interiors
and furniture industry, both in India and
abroad.
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EUMABOIS

General Assembly 2025 Held

in Dresden

The annual General Assembly of
Eumabois, the European Federation of
National Associations of Technology
Manufacturers for the Woodworking and
Furniture Industries, was held on 18th
September in Dresden, Germany. Delegates
from across Europe gathered to review the
federation’s activities, approve its final
balance and outline priorities for the coming
years.

The meeting’s most significant
development was the appointment of three
new board members for the 2025-2028 term.
Tomas Nieciag of DROMA (Poland), Antoine
Vernez of HBT (Switzerland) and Mustafa
Sabri Erol of AIMSAD (Turkey) will join
President Frederik Meyer of VDMA
(Germany) and Vice President Enrico Aureli
of ACIMALL (Italy), both re-elected to their
positions. Matthias Kraus was confirmed as
Financial Auditor.

President Meyer was quoted as saying
he was confident the new board would be able
tonavigate a difficult period for wood-related
technologieswiththenecessaryexpertise. He
thanked the outgoing members and stressed

that, in a conflict-ridden global environment,
maintaining transnational relations and
collaboration remained a tangible invitation
tosharingand partnering.

Delegates also reviewed several of the
federation’s ongoing initiatives, with
particular attention to the ETML (European
Tool-Machine Language) project, which aims
to standardise communication in
woodworking technologies. The day
concluded with the announcement that
Turkeywillhostthe2026 General Assembly.

Eumabois represents more than 800
companies employing around 35,000 people
and generating an estimated €7 billion in
revenue. Its membership spans associations
from Italy, Portugal, Turkey, Poland, France,
Austria, Switzerland, Finland, Germany and
Slovakia, along with individual companies
representing their countries. The Dresden
meeting underlined the federation’s
commitment to innovation, cooperation and
a stronger European presence in the global
woodworking and furniture technology
markets.

President Meyer was quoted as saying he was confident the new board
would be able to navigate a difficult period for wood-related
technologies with the necessary expertise.

PLY GAZETTE SEPTEMBER 2025 | 81




ICFRE-IWST

Campus Placement Drive for
PG Diploma Trainees

The Institute of Wood Science &
Technology (ICFRE-IWST), Bengaluru,
under the Indian Council of Forestry
Research & Education, has announced a
campus placement interview for the 35th
batch of its flagship one-year Post-Graduate
Diploma Course in Wood & Panel Products
Technology. The placement drive is
scheduled for Wednesday, 12th November
2025, attheinstitute’s IPIRTI Peenya Campus
inBengaluru.

ICFRE-IWST, a premier national
research and training institute under the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, has long been at the forefront of
training skilled professionals for India’s fast-
growing plywood and panel product
industries. With state-of-the-art laboratory
and pilot plant facilities, the institute
addresses the sector’s manpower needs for
positions such as Production Managers,
Quality Control Managers, Marketing
Managers, Team Leadersand Chemists.

In a notification, the institute has
invited wood-based panel industries, allied
sectors and related organisations to
participate in the upcoming placement drive.
“We request interested organisations to send
a line of confirmation by email for their
willingness to take part in the campus
interview,” said Dr. Vinod Kumar Upadhyay,
Scientist-Eand CourseDirector.

Anycorrigendumtothenotification, as
well as students’ biodata and other
information, will be available on the official
website https://iwst.icfre.gov.in. For further
clarification, organisations may contact Ms.
Sujatha D., Head PPPT Division (080-
305340085, sujathad@icfre.org) or Dr. Vinod
Kumar Upadhyay (080-30534015,
9663270680,upadhyayvk@icfre.org).

The placement drive is expected to
bridge skilled trainees with key employers in
the sector, benefitting both the graduating
studentsandtheparticipatingindustries.
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OUTDOOR ADHESIVES
Testing Which Ones Truly Stand Up

to the Elements

When woodworkers think of outdoor
adhesives, the term “waterproof” often comes
to mind. But experts point out that outdoor
jointsendure much more thanrain. In parts of
the U.S., temperatures range from subzero
winters to 100°F-plus summers, putting any
glue line to the test. To see which products
genuinely survive, a comparative study was
conducted on four common adhesives, type-3
waterproof wood glue, type-2 water-resistant
glue, epoxy, and polyurethane using cedar
half-lap and mortise-and-tenonjoints. These
twojointtypes were chosen because half-laps
expose glue lines directly to weather, while
mortise-and-tenons often suffer end-grain
checking, a typical failure point in outdoor
furniture.

Half of the test joints were installed on
arooftop in the US Midwest for nine months,
enduring snow, freezing rain, high humidity,
and 39 inches of rainfall, nine inches above
average. Identical joints were stored indoors
as a baseline. All samples were later taken to
Iowa State University’s Structural Materials
Testing Facility and subjected tothousands of
pounds of force. Breaks exposing more than
half the joint were classified as glue failures;
lessthanhalfsignalled wood failure.

Type-3 Wood Glue: Waterproof Without the
Mess
Type-3 glues use water to carry

polymer strands deep into wood cells; as the
water evaporates, a chemical reaction locks
the strands together toresist severe moisture.
Test results showed outdoor joints matched
indoor performance, with many failures
occurring in the wood rather than the glue.
Half-laps withtype-3glueevenoutperformed
epoxy in break force. Mortise-and-tenon
joints held up despite moisture reaching the
mortises. Theconclusion wasthattype-3glue
rivals epoxy’s outdoor strength without the
mixing.
Type-2 Wood Glue: Water-Resistant Yet
Durable

Type-2glue penetrates wood like type-
3 but lacks the chemical cross-linking that
makes it fully waterproof. Nevertheless,
outdoor joints bonded with type-2 glue
retained strength nearly equal to indoor
samples. Mortise-and-tenons lost only
slightly more wood transfer outdoors, and
half-laps sometimes required more force to
break than epoxy joints. Despite being
marketed only as water-resistant, type-2 glue
performed strongly outdoors, though sealing
thefinished projectcanaddinsurance.
Epoxy:Gap-FillingStrength That Holds

Epoxy combinesresin and hardenerin
a chemical reaction that displaces moisture
and forms powerful bonds, even underwater.
Indoors, epoxy joints tested strongest of all
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adhesives. After outdoor exposure, their
strength fell to levels comparable to type-2
and type-3 glues. Two out of three outdoor
mortise-and-tenons broke in the wood before
the glue failed, and half-lap edges stayed
bonded, suggesting epoxy excels where joint
lines need water-repelling properties or
wheregaps mustbefilled.
Polyurethane: Versatile but Weakened by
Weather

Polyurethane cures by reacting with
moisture, sticking to diverse materials and
releasingcarbondioxidethatcausesfoaming.
Indoor half-laps tested stronger than
mortise-and-tenons, but both lost significant
strength outside. All three outdoor mortise-
and-tenons suffered glue failures. While
indoor samples sometimes tore away chunks
of wood, outdoor mortise-and-tenons failed
easily. Polyurethane remains useful for
joiningunlike materials,suchasametalcapto
a wooden post, but offers less reliable wood-
to-woodperformanceoutdoors.
Key Takeawaysfor OutdoorProjects

The tests suggested that so-called
“yellow glues”, type-2 and type-3 wood glues,
offer  surprisingly robust outdoor
performance. Type-3 glue equalled epoxy’s

ESTD
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strength in mortise-and-tenons after
exposure and surpassed it in half-laps. Type-
2 glue proved competitive, particularly in
half-lap joints. These glues are also easier to
apply, clean up with water, and cost less than
epoxyorpolyurethane.

Epoxy remains the best choice when
joints aren’t perfectly fitted or when bonding
wood to metal or plastic, thanks to its gap-
filling ability and water-displacing
properties. Polyurethane, while versatile and
lower-cost, foams during curing and lost
muchofitsstrengthafterweathering.

Overall,
confidence that modern type-2 and type-3
glues will hold up in outdoor chairs, garden
arbors, or other furniture. For projects
requiring complex bonds or mixed materials,
epoxy still earns its keep. Polyurethane,
despite its outdoor reputation, may be best
reserved for non-wood or hybrid
applications.

By carefully matching adhesive to
projectrequirements and understanding how
each behaves under real-world conditions,
builders can ensure outdoor joints last
through scorching summers, freezing
winters,andeverythinginbetween.

woodworkers can have
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WBIA UP

Showcased wood based Industry
Strength at UP International

Trade Show

Uttar Pradesh recently hosted the third
edition of the UP International Trade Show
(UPITS), scheduled from 25th to 29th
September 2025 at Halls 11 and 12 of the India
Expo Centre & Mart, Greater Noida. The
Wood-Based Industries Association, Uttar
Pradesh (WBIA UP) was included as a
participant in this high-profile event, with a
50-square-metre area allocated for its
display.

the
sector’s

According to organisers,
the

contributions to development, financial

association highlighted

growth, employment generation and

Vowel

environmental initiatives, while also
presenting policy suggestions. Sources said
the showcase was aimed at providing the
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Yogi Adityanath
Maharaj Ji, with detailed information on the
industry’s efforts to align with the
government’s Vision2047.

With Russia as the Partner Country,
observers noted that the trade show reflected
Uttar Pradesh' expanding global linkages
while underlining the crucial role of its wood-
basedindustriesin shapingasustainable and

inclusiveeconomicfuture.
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SICAM PORDENONE 2025
Gearing Up for 16th Edition

IO'ITOBRE ‘
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Organisers of SICAM 2025 have
confirmed that the 16th edition of the
International Exhibition of Components,
Accessories and Semi-Finished Products for
the Furniture Industry will return to
Pordenone from 14th to 17th October 2025.
The event, which has been sold out for
months, will feature 700 exhibitors
representing35countries.

According to Exposicam Srl, the focus
of this year’s edition will remain firmly on the
products themselves. Decorative surfaces,
innovative mechanisms,advanced materials,
and new solutions are expected to take centre
stage as the industry looks toward shaping
thefurniture oftomorrow.

The organisers have also explained

that tools such as the interactive exhibitor
catalogue and an online registration system
have been designed to make visit planning
simple. Attendees will be able to access the
exhibition directly via Halls 1, 5, and 10,
ensuring easy entry and immediate
opportunities to meet both longstanding and
new partners.

Exposicam Srl has also announced
that SICAM would be represented at
Intermob in Istanbul, where visitors can find
their stand in Hall 3, Stand 311E. The
organisation emphasises that both events
underline its role in connecting global
furniture industry stakeholders with
innovation, creativity, and future market
trends.
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aluraj
Wood
Industries

Plot No. D-44F&G, Industrial Areaq,
Kaladera, Jaipur (RAJ).

Mobile - +91 99825 24668
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mpressions For Gour Surroundings.

gad Ao IRgea /ot FreE < |

ANKUSH LAMBORIA
+91 97999 93698

Be a smart decision maker

3y unRock

Manufacturers :

Plywood - Block Board - Flush Door

Marine Ply
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KARTIK ARORA
+91 93195 78001

BRIGHT PAPER PRODUCTS

Manufacturers of :

Al types of BOPP Tapes & Customised Printed Tapes

Add : Mundka Industrial Area, Delhi
© brightpaperproducts9@gmail.com @ Website : www.vowelstationery.com
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To Buy
PLYWOOD MANUFACTURING PRACTICES IN INDIA
S.K. Nath Book

PLYWOOD MUFACTURING
PRACTICES IN INDIA

SCAN THE QR CODE

SHMe L7

SCAMN & PAY WITH ANY UPI APP

Rs. 1200.00 (Twelve Hundred Only) include shipping




LARGEST SUPPLIER OF WIDE BELT SANDER IN INDIA
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Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA
M__ Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203
INDUe TRIES Website: www.kalyanindustries.in, E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com
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Ist COMPOSER INSTALLED IN 2006 & STILL SATISFACTORILY WORKING

Yet another innovative product from KALYAN
FINGER JOINT L TYPE PANEL COMPOSER

FULLY AUTOMATIC CORE COMPOSER
(Machine Made in Single Frame )

SHORT VENEER CORE/
GLUE SPREADER 8’ FALI COMPOSER

Jagadhri Road, Yamuna Nagar - 135 001 (Haryana) INDIA
M__ Tel.: +91 - (1732)-223694, 260682, Fax : + 91-(1732) 260203
N e E-mail: info@kalyanindustries.com, Website: www.kalyanindustries.in
v
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Lagucha Road Lakhimpur Kheri - 262702

%. E Vimba Industires Pvt. Ltd. GataNo. 106,107 Ratta Saray,
[m] o

www.yimbaply.com +91 94151 48008 | info@vimbaply.com




Product range

Prelaminated Plywood e Laminate Particle Board
Laminated MDF e Plain Plywood
Recon Face (.18 to .8) ® Memreen Plywood ¢ MDF
Flush Door e Calibrated Plywood
Memreen Shutters for Wardrobes
Shuttring Plywood (23kg,30kg,32kg 34kg )

E1 GRADE PARTICLE BOARD AND PLYWOOD

WIN-TUFF

CONSERVING NATURE & BEAUTY

INNOVATION = INSPIRATION | EXCELLENCE

V. P. O. Dhogri, Pathankot Road, Dist. Jalandhar.
Ph.:0181 - 2993777
Mo. : +91 86200 00002, 98149 78666
| www.wintekprelams.com
windat pralam location e-mail : wintekprelm@gmail.com CATALOGUE PDF




WIN-TUFF

CONSERVING NATURE & BEAUTY
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" CREATING |

TIMELESS ELEGANCE

LEAD THE WAY TOWARDS
INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE
DECOR SOLUTIONS.

www.wintekprelams.com
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Toll Free Noi1800 233 7952 | www.virlaminate.com | info@rushil.com
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