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“Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it.”

Here is a view of the Savannah River from the Lake Russell dam. Such panoramic views 
were available during the March 12 Lake Russell Hustle. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

County undergoing 
reassessment

By Henry E. Green
(See related article on 

Assessor’s Office)
Abbeville County is un-

dergoing a process of 
property reassessment, 
Abbeville County Assessor 
Gregg Currin is reminding 
residents.
“Reassessment is the 

state mandated process 
that attempts to adjust the 
properties in the County to 
current market values,” said 
the Assessor.
There are a few important 

things to remember about 
the reassessment process, 
he said.
For example, the market 

values reflect increases 
experienced over five years 

- not just from last year.
“State law limits the amount 

that a property’s tax value, 
the value you pay taxes 
on,  may increase to 15% 
in most cases but market 
value will be set at current 
market rates,” Currin added. 
“Sales and property alter-
ations--splits, additions and 
sales known as ATIs--may 
increase to current market 
value without an upper limit.
Finally, properties with 

agricultural exemption are 
prohibited from reassess-
ment, which is a process 
which definitely keeps the 
Assessor’s office.
“Reassessment is a multi-

year multi-faceted process 
which requires all our staff 

to be proficient at multi-task-
ing,” he said.

 “Remember, we are re-
assessing every property 
in the county while still 
performing our full-time 
day jobs. The Assessor and 
Deputy Assessor develop, 
test and verify the various 
statistical models used in 
the different market districts 
in the county.  

“With those models and 
supervision, the staff ap-
plies those techniques to 
result in a certifiable reas-
sessment. All members of 
the assessment team play 
a crucial part in completing 
the reassessment.”

Calhoun Falls Mayor Ter-
rico Holland (right) partici-
pated in the March 12 Lake 
Russell Hustle, presented 
by the Lake Russell Recre-
ation and Tourism Coalition. 
Here he is with Coalition 
president Bebe Wesson 
on the day of the 5K event. 
(Staff photo by Henry E. 
Green)

Bumps in the road
City places speed humps on certain 
roads in response to speeders

By Henry E. Green
Speed bumps, or humps, 

have been placed on a 
number of streets in the 
City of Abbeville in recent 
months, and they have pro-
vided quite the conversation 
piece.
A number of them have 

been placed on Church 
Street, for example. This 
thoroughfare serves for 
many as the bypass for 
downtown Abbeville.
A letter to the editor in 

last week’s Press and 
Banner posed the question 

of how the City decided 
which streets needed speed 
bumps.
We posed the question to 

Mike Clary, the City’s Dep-
uty Administrative Officer.
“Speed humps have been 

placed on certain City-
owned roads which have 
high a frequency of speed-
ers,” he said.  “The decision 
to place the speed humps 
in those locations was de-
termined by working with 
the Police Department, 
SCDOT, and taking into 
account roads which have 

a high level of complaints 
concerning speeding.  
“In addition to the speed 

humps, several different 
solutions are being utilized 
to combat speeding within 
the City, including a mobile 
speed radar detector and an 
increased law enforcement 
presence.”
Besides Church, the others 

include Rockhouse, Moore, 
First, Abbeville, Ferry, Hill-
crest,Lee,  Wingfield, Thom-
as, Magazine, Poplar, Flow-
er, Perry, Bowie, Calvert and 
Pinewood Circle, Clary said.

Chris Clemmons is the 
new City of Abbeville Fire 
Chief. (Staff photo by Henry 
E. Green)

First draft of budget 
for County complete

By Henry E. Green
The first draft of the pro-

posed budget for 2022-2023 
for Abbeville County govern-
ment has been completed, 
Abbeville County Director 
David Garner told Abbeville 
County Council Monday 
night.
Also in his County Direc-

tor’s report, Garner told 
Council that a compensa-
tion and classification study  
which is being conducted 
for County government is 
nearly complete.
A representative of the 

firm conducting the study 
is expected to be at County 
Council’s next budget work-
shop, whose date is to be 
announced.
In addition, he noted that 

the County’s process of 
property reassessment is 
expected to be implemented 
later this year.
Finally, he said that a 

County utility commission 
has applied for a planning 
grant from the state’s rural 
infrastructure authority.
The grant would help 

coordinate the County’s 

utility and water resources, 
Garner continued.
The Abbeville County is 

expecting revenues of $11 
million for the general fund 
for the coming fiscal year, 
said County finance director 
Barry Devore Tuesday.
“It’s very preliminary at this 

point,” said Devore, noting 
that the Consumer Price 
Index has not yet been 
factored in the budget.

“Administration is still 
working through the ex-
penditures,” he continued.

New Abbeville fire chief

Clemmons has 
wealth of experience

By Henry E. Green
Chris Clemmons lives on 

Abbeville’s Court Square.
You can’t get too much 

closer to the heart of the 
City of Abbeville than that.
And that might be appro-

priate, since Chris is the 
new City of Abbeville Fire 
Chief.
Introduced to City Council 

by Abbeville City Manager 
Blake Stone during the 
March 9 Council meeting, 
Clemmons served as inter-
im chief about two weeks 
following the retirement 
of former fire chief Neal 
Dickenson.
Clemmons said Friday 

that his first official day as 
the new chief came on Jan. 
31, 2022.
In his new post, Clem-

mons supervises a de-
partment of 17 fire fight-
ers, some of whom are 
volunteers.
It is a department that is 

not without challenges. 
Recruiting fire fighters is 

not as easy as it used to 
be--you need more hours 
of training in order to qual-
ify as a fire fighter.
Abbeville has six paid fire 

fighters, who receive sala-
ries, while the volunteers 
receive a stipend at year’s 
end for their service. The 
number of paid fire fight-
ers has doubled since he 
joined the Abbeville Fire 
Department in 2015.
“I would like to add about 

five more volunteers,” he 
said.
Clemmons was born in 

Greenwood, and spent 
much of his early life 
there, although his father’s  
construction work took the 
family to various places 
throughout the country, 
and Clemmons graduated 
from Vallejo High School in 
California.
“We traveled a good bit,” 

he said. “I lived in probably 
eight states.”
The new fire chief spent 

considerable time in his 

early years in the states of 
California, North Carolina, 
and Florida.
Clemmons has a wealth 

of fire fighting experience.
“I was a paid fireman in 

Greenwood for 19 years 
(before coming to Abbev-
ille),” he said. 
The challenges he faces 

as the new chief include 
that of aging vehicles. 
However, a new truck can 
cost as much as $400,000 
to $500,000, and that was 
according to figures of 
about two years ago.
It is easy to see, Clem-

mons said with a smile, 
why the Fire Department 
is very much aware of 
the need to write grant 
proposals.

The price of trucks has 
probably risen, along with 
the price of  gas, Clem-
mons indicated.

“It’s kind of scary right 
now,” he said.



       Join us for The Annual 

Credit Union Meeting on 

March 22, 2022 at 6:00 pm

The meeting will be at
 The Abbeville Civic Center in the gymnasium.
We strongly encourage you to wear a mask.

Cash prizes will be awarded.
No food will be served.

This year’s Ballot Nominees are:
Gary Burton, Chuck Nash, Wayne Sears, 

Frankie Milford, and Barry Creswell

PUBLIC NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA                               COUNTY OF ABBEVILLE

A Special Election for Abbeville County School Board Bond Referendum will be held on 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022.   Any person wishing to vote in this special election must be regis-
tered no later than Sunday, April 17, 2022.  Mail-in voter registration forms will be accept-
ed if postmarked by Monday, April 18, 2022. 

At 9:00 a.m. on the day of the special election, the County Board of Voter Registration and 
Elections will begin its examination of the absentee ballot return envelopes at Abbeville Coun-
ty Administrative Building, Room 2500, 903 West Greenwood Street, Abbeville SC 29620.

On Th ursday, May 19, 2022 at 11:00 a.m., the County Board of Canvassers will hold a 
hearing to determine the validity of all provisional ballots cast in the special election. Th e 
hearing will be held at Th e Abbeville County Administrative Building, Room 2500, 903 
West Greenwood Street, Abbeville SC 29620.

Th e following precincts and polling places will be open during the special election from 
7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.:

Precincts Polling Place
001 Abbeville No. 1 Abbeville Civic Center 404 N Main Street, Abbeville, SC 29620
002 Abbeville No. 2 Abbeville Court House 102 Court Square, Abbeville, SC 29620
003 Abbeville No. 3 Abbeville County 

Complex
903 W Greenwood St., Abbeville, SC 29620

004 Abbeville No. 4 Abbeville County Fire 
Dept HQ

17 Old Calhoun Falls Rd., Abbeville, SC 29620

005 Antreville Antreville Fire Dept. 147 Hwy 184 W, Abbeville, SC 29620
006 Broadmouth Turkey Creek Fire Dept. 6855 Hwy 252, Donalds, SC 29638
007 Calhoun Falls Calhoun Falls Civic 

Center
401 Washington St N., Calhoun Falls, SC 29639

008 Cold Springs Cold Springs Fire Dept. 2106 Hwy 20, Abbeville, SC 29620
009 Donalds Donalds Fire Dept. 445 W Main St., Donalds, SC 29638
010 Due West Due West Fire Dept. 13 Church St., Due West, SC 29639
011 Hall’s Store Calvary Baptist Church 5551 Hwy 252, Ware Shoals, SC 29692
012 Keowee Keowee Fire Dept. 4065 Keowee Rd., Honea Path, SC 29654
013 Lowndesville Lownds. Community 

Center
416 Main St. Lowndesville, SC 29659

014 Lebanon Sharon Fire Dept. 167 Firehouse Rd. Abbeville, SC 29620
015 Smithville Ebenezer United 

Methodist Church
2470 Old Abbeville Hwy, Abbeville, SC 29620

ABBEVILLE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2022 REFERENDUM QUESTION

Question 1
Shall the Board of Trustees of Abbeville County School District, South Carolina (the 
“School District”) be empowered to issue, at one time or from time to time, general obliga-
tion bonds of the School District, in a principal amount of not exceeding $43,800,000, the 
proceeds of which shall be used for the following:

Dixie High School
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing a new academic wing;
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing a new kitchen and dining room; and 
• Appropriate demolition
Abbeville High School
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing a new academic wing; and
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing a new kitchen and dining room; and
• Appropriate demolition
Abbeville Career Center
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing additions, improvements and repairs?

Question 2
If and only if Question 1 above is approved, shall the Board of Trustees of Abbeville County 
School District, South Carolina (the “School District”) be empowered to issue, at one time 
or from time to time, general obligation bonds of the School District, in a principal amount 
of not exceeding $11,900,000, the proceeds of which shall be used for the following:

Dixie High School
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing new locker rooms and gymnasium
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing new track 
Abbeville High School
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing new locker rooms and gymnasium
• Constructing, equipping and furnishing new track?
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A Due West Robotics First Lego League team two weeks ago went to a state champi-
onship tournament, and won honors. This team was one of 24 First Lego League teams 
competing in the event, held at Cane Bay High School in Summerville. (Contributed photo)

Marching on
Due West Robotics teams continue 
to do well in various competitions

CTC OKs Funding
By Henry E. Green

The County Transporta-
tion Committee approved 
Monday evening a num-
ber of transportation proj-
ects, according to Abbeville 
County Council and CTC 
member Rick Campbell. 

These included a request 
by the Abbeville County De-
partment of Public Works for 
$9,545 for engineering ser-
vices fo Diamond Hill and 
McIlwain substation access 
roadways, Campbell said.

Also approved was a sum 
of $575,000 for Abbeville 

County Public Works road 
and bridges department, 
for the following projects, 
including work on drainage 
and patching:

Cathy Lane, Gate Road, 
Pops Drive, Teakwood 
Lane, Thomason Road, 
Pearman Road, Morris 
Road, Campbell said.

The CTC also approved a 
request by Abbeville County 
Public Works for $110,000 
to resurface the following 
roads: Rivers Way and Ha-
nover Road. The Hanover 
Road work will feature 

“patching,” according to 
Campbell. 

Also approved was a re-
quest from the City of Ab-
beville for $225,000 for re-
surfacing Raymong Road 
and Johnson Road, he said. 

The County Transporta-
tion Committee is made up 
of the members of Abbev-
ille County Council, and the 
CTC allocates funds derived 
from the state fuel tax for 
various transportation proj-
ects. 

By Henry E. Green
Due West Robotics is 

continuing to flourish, with 
teams doing very well in 
prestigious tournaments, 
according to Due West 
Robotics president Charles 
Angel.
A Due West Robotics First 

Lego League team two 
weeks ago went to a state 
championship tournament. 
This team was one of 24 

First Lego League teams 
competing in the event, held 
at Cane Bay High School in 
Summerville.
“This is our sixth and 

seventh grade team,” said 
Angel. The team, going by 
the name Squishy Unicorns, 
won first place in robot de-
sign, “which was absolutely 
amazing,” he said.
The team includes Cady 

Nell Simpson, Zack Melton, 
Peyton Simpson, Adelaide 
Culclasure, Darien Culcla-
sure, Owen Angel, Rafael 
Zghun, Max Stoltzfus, and 
Harrison McPhail.
While in the Lowcountry, 

the young people had a 
little bit of fun,  enjoying an 
escape room, and playing 
miniature golf.
The team is made up of 

middle school children, 
with the exception of fourth 
grader Adelaide Culclasure. 
And there was more joy to 

come. The Robotics high 

school team finished 10th 
out of 40 teams at a regional 
robotics competition, featur-
ing teams from South Caroli-
na, North Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Mississippi and 
Louisiana.
The accomplishment gar-

nered for them the title of  
Highest Ranked Rookie 
Team, or  Rookie All Star 
Award, a distinction which 
could give them a chance 
to advance to the robotics 
world championship in 
Houston April 20-23. 
The team will go to another 

regional before that, and 
their performance could so-
lidify their chances of going 
to the championship.
Joel Logan, who is home 

schooled, and Cole Farley, 
a Dixie student, were named 
to a robotics dean’s list.
The Due West Robotics 

kids like charming nick-
names, and the high school 
team is known as the Due 
Westerners, with the mem-
bers attired in western hats 
during competitive events.
The high school team 

includes Nate Whitwood, 
Jake Whitwood, Jason Im-
hoff, Savannah Wojtkowski, 
Ethan Angel, Cole Farley, 
Sydney Searles, Daniel 
Moore and Joel Logan.
Due West Robotics has 

grown exponentially since 
its beginnings in 2012. “This 

is officially our 10th season,” 
he said.
Robotics is an interdisci-

plinary branch of computer 
science and engineering, 
and includes the design, 
construction, operation and 
use of robots.
To Angel, it has been a 

“pretty incredible 10 years”, 
replete with glowing accom-
plishments.
“We have won three state 

championships,” he said. 
Robotics teams have ad-
vanced to the world cham-
pionship twice, and once to 
the International Legoland 
championship.
Currently, there are 50 

robotics members on four 
teams, with the young people 
ranging in age from elemen-
tary school to high school.
The robotics season starts 

at the beginning of August 
and ends in the spring, said 
Angel, whose dream is that 
every child in Abbeville Coun-
ty will have the opportunity to 
participate in robotics.
Robotics is an interdisci-

plinary branch of computer 
science and engineering, 
according to Wikipedia.
Angel is immensely happy 

that, with Due West Robot-
ics, “small town kids” have 
accomplished great things.

“I can’t tell you how proud 
we are,” he said.

Stone introduces 
new City fire chief

By Henry E. Green
The City of Abbeville has 

a new fire chief.
During the March 9 City 

Council meeting, Abbeville 
City Manager Blake Stone 
introduced Chris Clemmons 
as the new head of the City 
fire department.
Clemmons replaces Neal 

Dickenson, who recently 
retired. The new chief lives 
in Abbeville, and has been a 
member of the department 
for a number of years.
In other matters  Wednes-

day night:
Council  passed  second 

reading on an amendment 
ordinance of the City to 
update Chapter 2, Article 
4, Section 2-163 of the 
City of Abbeville Code of 
Ordinances, Boards and 
Commissions.
The amendment, centering 

on the Abbeville Community 
Performing Arts board,  al-
lows Stone to send some-
one in his place to an ACPA 
meeting if he cannot attend 
a meeting. 

Council  passed   first 
reading on a City ordinance 
amending Ordinance No. 
7-2021, the  2022 fiscal 
year budget ordinance to 
transfer $80,000 within the 
budget’s hospitality fund for 
the Adams  Drive sidewalk 
project.
The City also received 

approximately  $30,000 in 
PARD funding, from the 
state of South Carolina, for 
the project.
Council approved  the bid 

of Home Comfort, at approx-
imately $72, 500,  for HVAC 
work at the Abbeville Civic 
Center.
Greeson recused himself 

from voting to avoid a pos-
sible conflict of interest, 
because he said he was 
related to one of the bidders.
Council passed   second 

reading on an amendment 
ordinance of the City to 
update Chapter 6, Section 
7 of the City Code regarding 
polling stations.
The Abbeville County voter 

registration and elections 

board has updated the 
polling locations within the 
City limits.
The “Rescue Squad Build-

ing” on Long Branch Street 
has been replaced as a 
polling place by the Abbev-
ille Administrative Com-
plex, and Westside Baptist 
Church by the Abbeville 
County Fire Department 
Headquarters.
The Abbeville Civic Center 

and Abbeville County Court-
house will  remain polling 
places. 
Council member Chris 

Crawford indicated that 
the information about the 
new polling places should 
be posted in local media 
at election time, to help in-
form the public, and Stone 
agreed that the City will 
work toward that end in the 
process of renovating the 
building.
Mayor Trey Edwards was 

absent from the meeting, 
and Mayor Pro Tem Benji 
Greeson presided in his 
place.
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BUNDLE and $AVE!
Your House - Your Car
Nationwide insures both and you

save on both. Ask us about Multi-lining

Richard W. Wilson Agency - 864-366-4706!
wilsonri47@gmail.com

• Homeowners Insurance • Auto Insurance • Health & Life Insurance

We’ve been serving Abbeville
for over 40 years as your

original Nationwide Agent.

Put a Lifetime of
Experience on Your Side!

SCOTT WHITERICHARD W. WILSON

South Carolina Regional South Carolina Regional 
Housing Authority No. 1Housing Authority No. 1

460 Church Street
Post Office Box 326

Laurens, South Carolina 29360

NOW AVAILABLE FOR RENTNOW AVAILABLE FOR RENT

SC Regional Housing Authority No. 1 has unfurnished 
apartments availableavailable in Calhoun Falls, Edgefield, John-
ston, McCormick, and Trenton. The rental fee includes: 
Water & Sewer, Natural Gas Heat & Hot Water. Appli-
ances included (range & refrigerator). Rent based on 
income; small pets allowed with deposit. Please con-
tact the Manager by phone to schedule an appointment 
803-637-1913 
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SCRHA is an equal housing organization and prohibits dis-
crimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
national origin or familial status.

United Way offers 
variety of services

By Henry E. Green
So you want to have your 

taxes done for free?
United Way of the Lake-

lands has the program for 
you.
It’s called VIDA, and if you  

meet income guidelines 
you can have your taxes 
prepared  without charge.
Here in Abbeville County 

the free tax service is be-
ing offered at the Abbeville 
County Library, and it is just 
one of the many services 
being offered by the United 
Way of the Lakelands.
Marisel Losa and Margie 

Blalock of United Way talked 
about some of those ser-
vices recently in a presen-
tation before the Abbeville 
Rotary Club.
“We’re moving forward 

dynamically this year,” Losa 
told Rotarians.

United Way of the Lake-
lands used to be United Way 
of Greenwood and Abbeville 
Counties, before it expand-
ed its coverage area.
“We serve four coun-

ties”--Abbeville, Green-
wood, Saluda and McCor-
mick,” Losa said.
Another service is 211. 

United Way welcomes peo-
ple to call 211 or visit SC211.
org to learn about resources 
regarding everything from 
child care to education to 
employment to financial 
counseling. Blalock noted 
that it is NOT for emergen-
cies.
There is also a medical 

equipment assistance pro-
gram, through which gently 
used medical equipment is 
recycled and redistributed 
to people in need.
United Way welcomes 

donations of gently used 
medical equipment, and 
all donations are tax-de-
ductible.
Currently needed are bed-

side commodes, rolling 
walkers, walking canes, 
shower chairs, transfer 
benches and wheelchairs.
For more information one 

may call the United Center 
for Community Care at 864-
229-4103.
Then there is the Credible 

Mind program, which offers 
“resources for your mental 
well-being,” on such topics 
as anxiety, depression, 
burnout and COVID-19 
stress, through a variety 
of formats, from videos to 
podcasts.
Then, there is Greenwood 

Counts, which includes a 
wealth of data about Green-
wood County.

Margie Blalock (left) and Marisel Losa (center) spoke recently to Abbeville Rotarians 
about the United Way. They joined Abbeville Rotary Club president Matthew Johnson for a 
photo following the meeting. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Community calendar
Long Cane AME Church 

Community Outreach will 
host a “Fill a Bag” Cloth-
ing giveaway
Long Cane AME Church 

will host the giveaway on 
Saturday, March 19th from 

10:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., 
or until all items are gone. 
Each person will receive 
a shopping bag to gather 
items. 
All items are compliments 

of Long Cane AME Church, 

Abbeville Community Out-
reach, where the Rev. Julius 
Johnson is the pastor, and 
BinTime of Anderson. 

The event will be held in the 
front parking lot of the center. 
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Week after week, people in-the-know 
turn to our pages for the latest coverage 

of community news and events.
We’re a great resource for finding sales 

and services, things to do 
and things to see.

Subscriptions $45 per year



DIGITAL MULTI-MEDIA PRESS

HIGHLY CUSTOMIZABLEHIGHLY CUSTOMIZABLE

Drop in today and ask us about our new printer and its high quality output!
If you need crisp, bright colors for your project, we can help.

 

aka BANNER PRINTING

Call (864) 366-5461 to get a quote today.
107 West Pickens St. Abbeville, SC 29620

DIGITAL PRODUCTION PRESS
with Enterprise High-Speed Feeder and Conveyor

• Envelopes • Announcements • Magnets
• NCR  Multi-Part Forms • Stationery • Flyers
• Brochures • Invitations • Booklets
• 20 lb. 18 pt. File Folders          • AND MORE!

Specializing in...

Introducing the

Printers of this program

City Leaders of the Lakelands: Lander Alumnus 
Blake Stone Called to Serve His Hometown

Submitted by 
Graham Duncan 

ABBEVILLE, S.C.—While 
he realizes that infrastructure 
upgrades aren’t the most 
eye-catching headlines for 
a local community, Lander 
alumnus Blake Stone, city 
manager of Abbeville, South 
Carolina, insists they’re some 
of the most essential. 
The core functions of local 

government, according to 
Stone, are those things we 
don’t see—those things that 
happen beneath our feet 
and above our heads, or 
in the early morning hours 
while most people are still 
asleep. Water lines, power 
lines and public sanitation. 
Behind these public services 
is a hardworking team of 
professionals at the City of 
Abbeville, with Stone at the 
helm.
Since becoming city manag-

er in 2017, making significant 
investments in those public 
services is what Stone is 
most proud of. The City 
of Abbeville’s Community 
Development Department, 
which was implemented un-
der Stone’s leadership, has 
so far helped the city acquire 
over $6 million in grants for 
these services over the past 
five years. 
“We’ve been able to com-

plete some fairly large infra-
structure projects that have 
been nagging issues for the 
city, including the renovation 
of our waste water treatment 
plant,” Stone said. That proj-
ect alone required $4 million 
in funding. The city has also 
invested close to a million 
dollars into its hydro-electric 
power plant, and is coming 
up close on investing over 
$2 million on the replacement 
of its water line that runs be-
neath the city’s Main Street. 
“And we’ve been able to 

invest over $600,000 into 
our opera house,” Stone 
added, which is run in part-
nership with the Abbeville 
Community Performing Arts 
Foundation (ACPA). The 
city’s main departments are 
also housed inside the opera 
house building, which hosts 
concerts, musicals, plays and 
other special events through-
out the year. It’s located in 
the heart of the city’s historic 
downtown district, known 

by locals as “the Square” 
because of its iconic square 
layout and home to several 
locally owned boutiques 
and restaurants. Abbeville 
is a small community of only 
5,500 residents, “but it punch-
es way above its weight limit,” 
Stone said.
His passion for Abbeville 

stems from the fact that he 
is an Abbeville native him-
self. After finishing his B.S. 
in Political Science, Public 
Administration Emphasis at 
Lander, he went on to receive 
his Master of Public Adminis-
tration from Clemson Univer-
sity, while also completing an 
internship under Abbeville’s 
previous city manager, David 
H. Krumwiede. After finishing 
his education, he stayed on 
as Krumwiede’s assistant city 
manager before taking his 
current post as the city’s top 
executive. “Mr. Krumwiede 
did a lot for me, and the City 
of Abbeville,” Stone said. 
“I’m thankful for his mentor-
ship and for his service to 
Abbeville.”
While there are pros and 

cons to working in the com-
munity you grew up in, Stone 
says the pros far outweigh the 
cons. “Since I have a lot of 
connections in the communi-
ty, I’m able to see the effects 
of the things we implement,” 
Stone said. Those personal 
connections with friends 
and neighbors—people he’s 
known his whole life in some 
cases—gives him a unique 
perspective of how the city’s 
progress impacts the lives 
of the people who live in 
Abbeville. Stone says those 
same friends and neighbors 
are always reliable for “a lot 
of good feedback, and good 
constructive criticism, too.”
But aside from passion, 

Stone says it was his educa-
tion from Lander that laid the 
groundwork for a successful 
career in public administra-
tion. He valued the personal 
attention that he received 
from Lander’s faculty, and 
the support they gave him 
while he was considering 
what the next steps would be 
after graduating Lander. “At 
Lander, you get that personal 
touch,” Stone said. “They 
were really invested in me as 
an individual and my growth 
as a student thereafter.”

Among those professors 
who put Stone on his current 
career path was Dr. Lucas 
McMillan, professor of polit-
ical science and dean of the 
College of Behavioral and 
Social Sciences at Lander, 
who also helped coordinate 
an internship opportunity for 
Stone with a local member 
of the South Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly. “Not only did 
Blake work in the member’s 
local office,” said McMillan, 

“but also went to Columbia 
to work in his Statehouse 
office and see the workings 
of government.”
Dr. Kimberly Richburg, 

associate professor of polit-
ical science at Lander who 
served as Stone’s academic 
advisor, remembers Stone’s 
“insightful” contributions to 
class discussions and learn-
ing experiences. “It was an 
absolute pleasure to have 
such an exceptional student 

in our learning environment,” 
said Richburg. “It was obvi-
ous that Blake was bound 
for successful future career 
endeavors.”
Those class discussions 

are what Stone says he 
valued most from his time at 
Lander—the chance to have 
meaningful conversations 
with students and faculty, 
as well as guest speakers 
and civic leaders who are 
routinely hosted on campus 

by the College of Behavioral 
and Social Sciences. Among 
other things, such as public 
speaking and research meth-
ods, Stone says that thought-
ful civil discourse was a vital 
core skill he learned as a stu-
dent at Lander, and one that 
is essential for those working 
in public administration. 
“It’s okay for two individuals 

to have disagreeing ideas,” 
he said, “and still be able to 
communicate civilly about it.”

Lander alumnus Blake Stone, city manager of Abbeville, 
South Carolina. (Photo contributed)

Wright Middle School Beauty Pageant winners for the 6th Grade Photo: Miss Congeniality: Reese Jones; 2nd 
Runner Up: Madi Hill; Miss 6th Grade Maddie Wachs; 1st Runner Up: Allyson Pursley; 6th Grade People’s Choice Award: 
Mariah Goodwin; Photogenic Award: Sara Kennedy (Photo contributed).
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Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental 
insurance. Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-877-846-2948

Dental50Plus.com/abbevl

Abbeville City Council 

Council moves ahead 
on HVAC project

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville City Council took 

action Wednesday night on 
one component of a plan to 
renovate the Abbeville Civic 
Center.
The City of Abbeville with 

the Upper Savannah Coun-
cil of Governments received 
bids on Thursday, Feb. 10, 
for the Civic Center HVAC 
project, according to a report 
provided by City Manager 
Blake Stone to City Council.
The “best and lowest” bid 

was submitted by Home 
Comfort  Systems for 
$72,574, Stone said.
“This project is being fund-

ed by the CDBG Program,” 
he said.
CDBG is an acronym for 

Community Development 

Block Grant, and the pro-
gram is provided through 
the federal government 
and administered through 
the states.
The action taken by Ab-

beville City Council is in line 
with a plan to renovate the 
Abbeville Civic Center.
“We are having all the 

HVAC Units replaced.  The 
current units are quite old as 
far as commercial units  go 
and do not work as intend-
ed,” said Mike Clary, the 
City’s Deputy Administrative 
Officer, recently.
In addition to the HVAC 

work, the roof is scheduled 
to be “completely retrofit-
ted,” said Clary.
The Civic Center, located 

on North Main, is a center 

of recreation for Abbeville 
Youth Athletics, with bas-
ketball games in the gym 
attracting big crowds.
In addition to sports events, 

the community uses it 
for gatherings of various 
kinds. The Abbeville County 
Democratic Party held its 
convention there recently, 
for example.
“We estimate about 20,000 

people utilize the Civic Cen-
ter each year,” said Clary 
Thursday.

“Note, these are not unique 
visitors but overall visitors.  
So for example, if a karate 
class of 15 persons held 10 
sessions at the Civic Cen-
ter.  The overall attendance 
would be 150.”

Local firefighters 
keeping busy

By Henry E. Green
There was a brush fire in the 

Donalds area last week, and 
local fire service officials visited 
Columbia last week to discuss 
with local legislators matters of 
interest to firefighters.
Abbeville County Fire Marshal 

Tim Williams said Wednesday 
that he and Maintenance Chief 
Paul Parnell had lunch with Craig 
Gagnon and Mike Gambrell, and 
spoke also with Billy Garrett in 
Columbia for the South Carolina 
Fire Fighters Association legis-
lative day last week.
The legislative day provides 

a chance for firefighters from 
throughout the state -- typically 
fire chiefs and fire service offi-
cers -- to discuss with their local 
legislators concerns related to 
firefighting. 
These include the state fire 

budget, and firefighter training. 
One much-discussed topic is 
the V Safe grant program, from 
which V Safe grants are awarded 
to fire stations in South Carolina 
to help with equipment needs.
There is consideration of in-

creasing the amount of money 
in the program, and broadening 
the scope of the program as well, 

so that it can be used to fund 
vehicles and the remodeling of 
stations.
Locally, firefighters have been 

busy as well.

There was a brush fire on Haw-
kins Drive in the Donalds-Due 
West area Monday afternoon. 
Due West and Cold Spring fire 
departments assisted Donalds 
firefighters in extinguishing the 
blaze, from which there were 
no injuries. 

The Forestry Service also as-
sisted in putting out the blaze. 
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What does the word “details” mean to you at a funeral?
Is it the way the guestbook is displayed? Is it how care-
fully the flowers have been arranged? Is it that nothing 
seems out of place? We understand there are things that 
should go unnoticed at a funeral service — that’s why 
we take pride in taking care of the details, so that you 
won’t have to notice them, or have to mention them. 

Some call it “fussy.” We call it “committed.”



STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: WHO AM I?
ACROSS
1. Campus military org.
5. Pilgrimage to Mecca
8. 1968 hit “Harper Valley ____”
11. Turkish honorific
12. *I captained the Millennium 
Falcon in “Star Wars”
13. Inlet in Greenland
15. Map out
16. Pharaoh’s symbol
17. Austin Powers and Shrek to Mike 
Myers
18. *I developed the theory of 
relativity
20. Sailor’s hail
21. Lyric poem
22. Solar System center
23. Portable stairs
26. *I am Sgt. George Baker’s inept 
comic strip character
30. Mine deposit
31. Shape
34. Fairy tale cannibal
35. Feline sneakers
37. Lawyer group
38. *I have a coiled shell and eyes on 
stalks
39. Very dark black
40. Free from obstruction
42. ____ Aviv
43. Most buffoonish
45. Rest or hydration for common 
cold, e.g
47. Hot springs resort
48. “...he found a crooked sixpence 
upon a crooked ____”
50. Japanese stringed instrument
52. *I am a runaway slave, an 
abolitionist, and a best-selling author
55. Email destination
56. Jasmine of “Aladdin,” e.g.
57. Food fish
59. Silly
60. Self-cleaning appliance
61. Ad staple
62. O in IOU
63. P in m.p.g.
64. Affirmative, colloquially

DOWN
1. Do like Drake
2. Eye up and down
3. Bangkok native
4. Like preserved peaches, sometimes
5. Sharpened
6. Like Huck Finn’s dad, e.g.
7. *Some people call me the Rocket Man
8. *I starred as Pam in the “Meet the 
Parents” movies
9. *I used to host a sports show with Mike 
Golic
10. Commercials
12. Buddhist’s enlightenment
13. Sham
14. *I am a WWE Champion, an actor, 
and my nickname is geology-related
19. Vision correctors, colloquially
22. Greek letters on campus
23. *My résumé includes Fly Girl and 
“American Idol” judge
24. Curaçao neighbor
25. Evil one
26. Fence board
27. Popular gemstone
28. Shed tears
29. *I am an American who became 
Princess of Monaco
32. Harangue
33. Network with an eye
36. *My TV role became synonymous with 
a hair style
38. Perform at the bee
40. Canada’s neighbor
41. Beginning
44. Strong adhesive
46. Contemptibly small
48. Dry white Italian wine
49. Radio receiver
50. Dr. Seuss: “The more that you read, 
the more things you will ____”
51. Piercing woodwind
52. Water quantity
53. Loafer, e.g
54. Adventure story
55. United Nations labor agency
58. Homer’s catchword

Obituaries
Smith

Jedediah “Jed” Andrew 
Smith, 30 was called home 
on February 23, 2022 at his 
home in Watford City, ND. 
Originally from Abbeville, 
SC he was born at Abbeville 
County Memorial Hospital 
May 15, 1991 to Andy Smith 
and Theresa Gale Mabry, of 
Abbeville.

Jed graduated from Ab-
beville High School in 2009. 
He worked as a Welder/
Fitter/Fabricator until 2011 
when nature called. He trav-
eled to Livingston, Montana 
where he secured a job with 
Black Otter Outfitters as a 
hunting guide. In 2014, Jed 
set out on his own journey 
leading him to Watford City, 
ND where he embarked on 
a career in the oil fields. He 
was employed by Panther 
as a Pressure Tester for 6 
years.

He was introduced to 
hunting & outdoors at the 
age of 2 by his daddy. 
He never lost his passion 
for hunting, fishing, or 
being outside. Jed loved 

to share his knowledge of 
the outdoors with anyone 
that would listen. Jed was 
loved and admired by many. 
Having an infectious laugh 
and full supply of “bear 
hugs”. He loved nothing 
more than being with family 
and friends, hunting, or just 
being outside. He was well 
known for his dependability 
and work ethic.

Jed leaves behind a 
loving companion Abigail 
Carpenter, daughter Ember 
Moon Smith (3) & a special 
blessing on the way. He was 
the Grandson of Julius & 
Gale King and James Rivers 
Mabry all of Abbeville, SC 
Paternal grandparents Den-
nis Smith of Elberton, Ga 
and Diane Smith of Green-
wood, SC; Great-grandson 
of Jackie Brown McCurry 
(Bobby) of Abbeville, SC; 
Nephew to Susan Mabry 
Thompson, Melody and Stu-
art Coursey all of Abbeville, 
SC. and Krista Woolard of 
Greenwood, SC. Cousins 
Kale and Cody Thompson, 

Zane Coursey all of Abbev-
ille, SC. Jacob Coursey of 
Panama City, Fla., Christo-
pher Butler of Watford City, 
ND & Savanna Butler of 
Greenwood, SC.

A memorial in honor of 
Jed took place at the Civic 
Center in Watford City, ND 
where his mother, father, 
and Abigail were presented 
his work uniform, boots and 
hard hat in a customized 
shadow box.

Visitation was Saturday 
March 12, 2022 at 11:00 AM 
at Chandler Jackson Funer-
al Home. A bonfire Celebra-
tion of Life for friends and 
family to pay tribute and 
share stories will be held at 
a later date.

In lieu of flowers the family 
request donations be made 
to an account at Abbeville 
Community Federal Credit 
Union. Or donate: Venmo: 
inlovingmemoryofjed

Chandler Jackson Fu-
neral Home and Cremation 
Services is assisting the 
Smith family.

Obituaries
Page
Parker O. Page, 86, of 

Abbeville, SC, husband 
of Carolyn Scott Page, 
passed away peacefully at 
his home, surrounded by his 
loving family on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022.  He was born 
in Anderson County, SC to 
the late Casper W. Page and 
Nina Page Barrett.  
Mr. Page was formerly from 

Calhoun Falls, SC where 
he lived for many years. 
He retired from the Bigelow 
Sanford - Rocky River Plant 
in Calhoun Falls.  Mr. Page 
was a member of the South 
Carolina National Guard, Co 
A, 151st Signal Battalion 
of Abbeville.  Being out-
side tending his vegetable 
garden was a favorite past 
time. Tractors and old model 
cars made him smile. Mr. 
Page appreciated all music, 
especially listening to those 
singing bass. A dedicated 
member of Faith Harvest 

Fellowship in Calhoun Falls, 
he was grateful for every 
opportunity to share Jesus; 
we know he is celebrating 
in Heaven. His love for his 
family was evident as seen 
in the way he cared for them.
Mr. Page is survived by his 

wife of 66 years, Carolyn, 
of the home; five children, 
Lydia Suarez of Mt. Pleas-

ant, SC, Karen Rice (Rex) 
of Liberty, SC, Terrie Hall 
(Chip) of Fountain Inn, 
SC, Randy Page (Kona) of 
Abbeville, SC and Rodney 
Page (Heather) of Hartwell, 
GA; fifteen grandchildren 
and nineteen great-grand-
children.
The family  received friends 

12:30PM - 1:30PM, Sat-
urday, March 12, 2022 at 
Faith Harvest Fellowship 
in Calhoun Falls.  Funeral 
services began at 2:00PM in 
the church sanctuary.  Burial 
followed in Forest Lawn 
Memory Gardens.
The family is at the home 

in Abbeville.
A message of condolence 

may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.harrsifuneral.
com.
Harris Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services, Cal-
houn Falls Chapel is assist-
ing the Page family.

Parker O. Page

Obituaries
McCurry
Donna Lewis McCurry, 

65, of Abbeville, wife of 
Benny G. McCurry, died 
Sunday, March 13, 2022, at 
the McCormick Post Acute 
Rehabilitation Center. She 
was born in Calhoun Falls to 
the late Donald E. and Jean 
Addison Hudson Lewis. 
Donna attended Calhoun 

Falls High School, worked 
at Midland Ross, and spent 
20 years with H&R Block 
preparing taxes. She was 
a member of Grace Com-
munity Church. Donna 
loved her family, enjoyed 
spending time with her 
grandchildren, her sister 
and taking care of Benny. 
She was happy when caring 
for others.
In addition to her parents, 

she was preceded in death 
by her son Robby McCurry, 
and her brothers, Mark Lew-
is, Matt ‘Fuji’ Lewis, Al Hud-

son, and Mack Hudson, Jr. 
Donna is survived by her 

husband of 46 years, Benny; 
a son, Evan McCurry (Jes-
sica) of Abbeville; a sister, 
Valerie Lewis McCurry 
(Bubba) of Abbeville; two 
sisters-in-law, Angie and 
Judy Hudson of Milled-
geville, GA; and three 
very special grandchildren, 

Nate Riley, Charleigh and 
Waylon. 
The family will receive 

friends from 3:00PM to 
4:00PM on Thursday, March 
17, 2022 at Harris Funeral 
Home. Funeral services 
will follow at 4:30PM in the 
funeral home chapel with 
Rev. Rod Shultz officiating. 
The family is at the home. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial 

contributions in memory 
of Donna, may be sent to 
Grace Community Church, 
1611 Woodlawn Road, 
Greenwood, SC 29649. 

A message of condolence 
may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.harrisfuneral.
com

Harris Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services of 
Abbeville is assisting the 
McCurry family. 

Donna Lewis McCurry

Obituaries
Cole
Doris “Dot” Beck-Cole 

finished her journey in this 
world in March 5, 2022. Dot 
was born September 26, 
1929, in Lowndesville, SC, 
to John “Rayford” Phillips 
and Robbie Lucille Black 
Phillips (later married to 
John E. Carlisle).
She shared cherished 

childhood memories of 
picking cotton, visiting fam-
ily, and playing basketball/
softball in high school. The 
family moved from Calhoun 
Falls, SC, to Lake County, 
FL in the early 1940s. 
Dot married John David 

Beck in 1949 and helped 
raise his son, Danny Lee. 
Their daughter, Melanie 
Darae, was born in 1956. 
John and Dot were en-

trepreneurs -hauling fruit, 
running a truck-stop (restau-
rant, grocery, gas station), 
operating a cab stand and 
selling insurance. In the 70s 
and 80s, they owned and 
operated the Penn-Dixie 
Grocery (HWY 27/441 and 

Picciola). John was civic 
minded and they joined 
a number of clubs in the 
1950/60s (Moose/Women 
of the Moose, Lions, Odd 
Fellows/Rebekah). They 
cared for their families and 
were active in the commu-
nity. 
John passed in 2006 and 

Dot married Charlie Lee 
Cole in 2009. Dot was a 
member of Calvary Baptist 
Church of Fruitland Park, 
where she served for sev-
eral years at the front desk, 
greeting those who visited 
the church. 
Dot was preceded in death 

by her parents, Rayford 
Phillips and Robbie Phillips 
Carlisle; siblings, Theron, 
Lowell, Jo Ann (Danesky), 
Bobby, and Beverly (Wil-
liams); first husband, John 
Beck; step-son, Danny 
Beck; and daughter, Mela-
nie McLain, and 3 nieces and 
nephews. She is survived by 
her husband, Charlie Cole; 
sister, Eleanor Swanson; 
son-in-law, Thomas McLain, 
as well as 4 grandchildren, 
11 great grandchildren, and 
21 nieces and nephews and 
their families. 

Visitation for family and 
friends at 10:00 and funeral 
services at 11:00 to be held 
at Calvary Baptist Church 
on Wednesday, March 16, 
2022, with internment im-
mediately following at Lone 
Oak Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the missions 
program at Calvary Baptist 
Church. 1tp

Doris ‘Dot’ Beck-Cole
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We would like to extend a heartfelt 
thanks to the community of Abbeville.

Thank you to our clients and our future customers, 
we could not have done it without you all. 

Also, bring in this ad and receive $500 off the retail price of the 
next vehicle purchase of your choice from PANTHERS AutoSource.

Abbeville County Council recently passed proclamations honoring Sheriff’s Deputy Ben-
jamin Dockins and Sheriff’s Deputy Mark Davis “for demonstrating an act of heroism and 
bravery while serving the citizens of Abbeville County.” The two saved a man from a burn-
ing house. Here is Council chairman Billy Norris (left) presenting a copy of the proclama-
tion to Davis (right). (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

County Council 
Davis tells Council of 
shelter concerns

By Henry E. Green
The Abbeville County 

Animal Shelter has com-
munication concerns, the 
president of the Greater 
Abbeville Humane Society 
told County Council Monday 
night.
“I would like to make you 

aware that at present there 
is no way to reach the animal 
shelter by telephone,” Ann 
Davis told Council.
“The public has been ex-

pressing this to us, “ she 
said, noting that the tele-
phone had been removed 
“and as or this morning it 
had not been repaired or 
replaced. There is no mes-
sage indicating the phone 
is out of order.
“Also, I have tried to e-mail 

the shelter and David Gar-
ner and my emails have 
been blocked. I was told 
the County system had 
been hacked and they were 
having problems.”
She praised Abbeville 

County Director David Gar-
ner for addressing some 
of the issues she had 
discussed with the County 
Director earlier regarding 
the animal shelter.
Garner said  Tuesday 

that the County is working 
through some communi-
cation concerns with the 
Shelter.
The County’s IT depart-

ment has been regulating 
e-mails from the outside 
County government to pro-
tect cyber-security, and in 

the process some e-mails 
which should have gone 
through may have been 
blocked inadvertently.
If people are getting their 

e-mails to the County gov-
ernment blocked, they need 
to pick up the phone and  
call the County departments 
they are trying to reach, 
Garner continued, noting 
that they should never rely 
solely on e-mail for commu-
nication, he went on to say.
In other matters, County 

Council:
--Had a public hearing and  

passed   second reading 
on an Ordinance 2022-02 
to rezone a parcel of land  
on 388 Dorsett Lane from a 
zoning district of Restricted 
Residential and Forest Ag-
ricultural to one of General 
Residential.
--Had a public hearing and 

passed   second reading 
on Ordinance 2022-03 to 
authorize the County Di-
rector to enter into a lease  
with First Steps for 1041 
square feet of space located 
in the old Abbeville County 
Administration Building at 
394 Highway 28 Bypass.
--Passed  a resolution 

designating April 2022 as 
Fair Housing Month.
--Passed  a resolution au-

thorizing the County Direc-
tor to enter into a contractual 
relationship with Ridge Re-
cycling of Johnston, South 
Carolina for the hauling of 
scrap tire products from 
the Abbeville County Public 

Works Department.
--Passed a resolution 

authorizing the County 
Director to enter into a con-
struction agreement with 
Cook’s Fence Company for 
the installation of fencing on 
the animal shelter property 
not to exceed $2, 980.
--Passed   a resolution 

authorizing the County 
Director to enter into a pur-
chase agreement with Love 
Chevrolet, Santee Automo-
tive, and Vic Bailey Ford 
for the purchase of seven 
new Sheriff’s vehicles not 
to exceed $271, 930.
--Passed   a proclamation  

recognizing and honoring 
the employees of Abbeville 
County EMS Services for 
their dedication to the resi-
dents  of Abbeville County  
during the ongoing COVID 
19 pandemic.
--Passed   proclamations 

honoring Sheriff’s Deputy 
Benjamin Dockins and 
Sheriff’s Deputy Mark Da-
vis  “for demonstrating an 
act of heroism and bravery 
while serving the citizens of 
Abbeville County.”
The two law enforcement 

officers, as noted in a story 
in last week’s Press and 
Banner,  were honored for 
having rescued a man from 
a burning house in Calhoun 
Falls recently.

--Went into executive ses-
sion, but took no resulting 
action upon returning to 
open session.

Referendum education 
now in full swing

By Henry E. Green
Time to listen.
Time to learn.
The Abbeville County 

School District is working 
hard to educate the public 
about the May 17 referen-
dum coming up.
Essentially, voters will be 

asked whether the District 
should be given the power 
to issue bonds to fund a 
number of improvements 
at Abbeville High School, 
Dixie High School and the 
Abbeville Career Center.
Here is the set of questions 

for the referendum.
The referendum will con-

sist of two questions:
Question 1: 
Shall the Board of Trustees 

of Abbeville County School 
District, South Carolina be 
empowered to issue, at one 
time or from time to time, 
general obligation bonds 
of the School District, in a 
principal amount of not ex-
ceeding $43, 800,000, the 

proceeds of which shall be 
used for the following:
Dixie High School:
Constructing, equipping 

and furnishing a new aca-
demic wing.
Constructing, equipping 

and furnishing a new kitchen 
and dining room and appro-
priate demolition.
Abbeville High School:
Constructing, equipping 

and furnishing a new aca-
demic wing.
Constructing, equipping 

and furnishing a new kitchen 
and dining room and appro-
priate demolition
Abbeville Career Center
Constructing, equipping, 

and furnishing additions, 
improvements and repairs?
(Question 2)
If and only if Question 1 is 

approved, shall the Board 
of Trustees of Abbeville 
County School District  be 
empowered to issue, at one 
time or from time to time, 
general obligation bonds 

of the School District, in 
a principal amount of not 
exceeding $11,900,000, the 
proceeds of which shall be 
used for the following:
Dixie High School:
Constructing, equipping, 

and furnishing new locker 
rooms and gymnasium.
Constructing, equipping 

and furnishing new track.
Abbeville High School:
Constructing, equipping, 

and furnishing new locker 
rooms and gymnasium.
Constructing, equipping 

and furnishing new track.
Meanwhile, Abbevil le 

County School District 
Superintendent Dr. Mason 
Gary has been speaking 
to various groups about 
the upcoming referendum, 
educating them about what 
is at stake.

Gary is scheduled to 
speak to Abbeville Rotar-
ians Thursday, March 17, 
for example.

Freeman promoted to 
lieutenant colonel

By Henry E. Green
Former Abbeville Mayor 

Delano Freeman has been 
promoted to the rank of 
lieutenant colonel in the 
South Carolina Army Na-
tional Guard, and he will 
have a promotion ceremony 
on Sunday, March 20, at  2 
p.m. at the Veterans Me-
morial Foundation Building 
in Abbeville.
Freeman served as Mayor 

from 2016 to 2020. He has 
been in the Army National 

Guard for 28 years, and 
has served a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan.
A 1991 graduate of Abbev-

ille High School, Freeman 
went on to attend Clemson 
University, where he grad-
uated in 1996 with a bach-
elors degree in psychology.
Currently he is enrolled in 

a masters degree program 
at Troy University at the 
college’s Augusta campus.
He has been employed 

with GLEAMNS Head Start 

for 25 years, and current-
ly he serves as the area 
manager.
In addition to serving 

as Mayor, Freeman also 
served as an Abbeville City 
Council member from 2000 
to 2016.
He has a wife Terri, and two 

sons--Tristin and Tyler--and 
they live in Abbeville.

The public is welcome 
to attend the ceremony 
Sunday.

Abbeville County Council approved unanimously on Monday night a proclamation rec-
ognizing Abbeville County EMS for their dedication to the citizens of Abbeville County 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Council chairman Billy Norris presented EMS members 
with a copy of the proclamation after Council passed the measure. (Staff photo by Henry 
E. Green)

Abbeville County Council recently passed proclamations honoring Sheriff’s Deputy Ben-
jamin Dockins and Sheriff’s Deputy Mark Davis “for demonstrating an act of heroism and 
bravery while serving the citizens of Abbeville County.” The two saved a man from a burn-
ing house. Here is Council chairman Billy Norris (left) presenting a copy of the proclama-
tion fo Dockins (right). (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)
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By Geoff Hult
M. Wesley Swearingen 

was an FBI Special Agent 
from 1951-1977, and in 1995 
published a book entitled “FBI 
Secrets: An Agent’s Expose.” 
Swearingen is among only 
a handful of ex-FBI to have 
the courage and integrity to 
blow the whistle on the crim-
inality he witnessed while in 
the Bureau. Swearingen ad-
mits to having taken part in 
many “black bag jobs,” as he 
called them, which were ille-
gal break-ins to people’s res-
idences and businesses that 
were considered by the FBI 
to have unacceptable political 
viewpoints, or to be associat-
ed with an organization of the 
like. The bag jobs were meant 
to gather intelligence/infor-
mation and were presented 
to the agents by the higher 
brass that it was necessary 
to violate the Constitution 
for national security. Swear-
ingen bought into this as he 
admits to idolizing longtime 
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover. 
He later documented 500 
bag jobs against more than 
50 targets between 1952-
1957 in Chicago alone. He 
makes clear through the 
book that lying and corrup-
tion were so pervasive and 
part of the daily routine that 
he adapted to this in order 
to function as an Agent, but 
had always wanted to be a 
crime fighter which was why 
he had joined in the first 
place. Some may say that 
Swearingen lacked integri-
ty for his acquiescence to 
this, and he does indeed ad-
mit that he lacked the guts to 
take a stand or blow the whis-
tle while a Special Agent. He 
feared retribution because 
government whistleblow-
ers have never been treated 
kindly and are sometimes met 
with a fatal “accident,” or wind 
up suicided. That being said, 
let’s look at what this insider 
later revealed about the real 
workings of an agency with 
the motto of: Fidelity, Bravery, 
and Integrity.

On page 26 Swearingen 
writes of a Security Index, 
which was a “secret FBI list 
of subversives who were 
to be arrested in the event 
of a national emergency.” 
Subversives does not mean 
criminals, terrorists, or truly 
dangerous people. It means 
political dissidents. This is im-
portant to note because the 
same thing exists now, and it 
is not only the FBI with watch-
lists of “subversives” but the 
Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) as well. To-
day’s political dissidents are 
medical professionals who 
publicly advocate for medi-
cal freedom, soccer moms 
who speak out at school 
board meetings against mask 
mandates or the teaching of 
critical race theory, journal-
ists like James O’ Keefe of 
Project Veritas because he is 
particularly adept at exposing 
government corruption, whis-
tleblowers of any kind, and 
conservatives in general. The 
FBI has always been more of 
a domestic intelligence agen-
cy than a crime fighting agen-
cy. Swearingen writes on 

page 110: “Very few citizens 
know the extent to which the 
FBI has gone to control our 
society...”

On pages 82-83, Swearin-
gen writes that FBI Agents ar-
ranged for the assassination 
of Alprentice Carter and John 
Huggins, both members of 
the Los Angeles Black Pan-
thers, by FBI informants on 
January 17th, 1969. Darthard 
Perry, an admitted FBI infor-
mant, claims that the infor-
mants who had committed the 
murders were convicted and 
sent to San Quentin prison in 
1969, but made their escape 
in an FBI engineered prison 
break in 1974. Sylvester Bell 
was another Black Panther 
murdered by FBI informants 
at the behest of their han-
dlers on August 15th, 1969. 

There are other examples of 
orchestrated assassination 
as well.

On December 18th, 1968, 
Kenneth and Caroline Olson 
were attacked in Santa Mon-
ica, CA, by two black men. 
Caroline was shot and killed 
but Kenneth survived. Ken-
neth was pressured by the 
LAPD to identify Elmer Pratt, 
the leader of the Los Angeles 
Black Panthers, as the gun-
man. Kenneth identified three 
other possible suspects but 
the LAPD and FBI wanted 
Pratt for the crime. Julius Carl 
Butler was an informer for 
the LAPD and FBI for years 
and told them that Pratt had 
confessed to him that he had 
killed Olson. However, this 
was a personal vendetta on 
the part of Butler and he lied. 
The Los Angeles FBI had 
wiretap logs proving that El-
mer Pratt was in San Francis-
co hours before the shooting 
of Caroline Olson and that he 
was also there the day after 
the murder. As well, the San 
Francisco FBI had a wiretap 
log on Panther headquarters 
there and also placed Pratt in 
the Bay area just before the 
shooting. The FBI withheld all 
this information at Pratt’s trial 
because he had been target-
ed under the counterintelli-
gence program COINTEL-
PRO to be neutralized; 
meaning discredited, impris-
oned, or assassinated. After 
serving 25 years in prison 
for a crime he didn’t commit, 
Pratt’s conviction was over-
turned and he was released 
on June 10th, 1997 with the 
help of Centurion Ministries, 

a non-profit organization ded-
icated to investigating wrong-
ful convictions. In a case like 
this, the LAPD were just fol-
lowing their orders from their 
federal bosses to help frame 
a man for murder and attempt 
to put him away for life.  

Regarding these kinds 
of operations, Swearingen 
writes on page 104: “I knew 
then that the whole security 
intelligence operation of the 
FBI was no better than Adolf 
Hitler’s Gestapo. The only dif-
ference was that the Gesta-
po did not pretend to be the 
good guys in white hats. The 
Gestapo wore black, and they 
were proud.” 

COINTELPRO was offi-
cially in operation from 1956-
1971, but Swearingen writes 
it is still in operation under 
different names. It goes by 
names today such as In-
fragard. The program has 
always been to neutralize 
anyone deemed an enemy 
of the state. The enemies 
of the state at the time were 
anti-war activists, teachers, 
professors, writers, doctors, 
lawyers, scientists. Anyone 
that held unacceptable polit-
ical viewpoints and had the 
power and wherewithal to in-
fluence others. With today’s 
technology, the modern day 
COINTELPRO operations 
are particularly stealth and 
lethal. Another FBI whis-
tleblower to attest to this is 
Geral Sosbee, a Special 
Agent from 1971-1978.

In a sworn affidavit in 
Cameron county, TX, on 

March 14th, 2014, Sosbee 
writes: “For the past 25 years, 
the FBI has engaged in a 
vendetta or revenge cam-
paign against me for my re-
porting crimes committed by 
the FBI during my service as 
a Special Agent in the FBI 
and thereafter. The illegal 
and criminal assaults by the 
FBI against me include a 24/7 
surveillance and assaults by 
Directed Energy Weapon-
ry, chemicals, psychological 
operations, and occasional 
assault and battery by street 
thugs in the employ of the 
FBI. Also, the FBI has at-
tempted on some occasions 
to end my life by causes that 
may appear to be natural.”

On the final page of the 
book, M. Wesley Swearin-
gen leaves us with these final 
words:

“Not until the FBI is forced 
to tell the truth will the citizens 
of the United States of Amer-
ica be safe from the national 
police force the FBI controls 
and the COINTELPRO it se-
cretly continues to operate. 
May God have mercy on 
those who disbelieve.” 

This is an example of the 
system of mammon that Ya-
hushua (Jesus) refers to in 
Luke 16:13 and Matthew 6:24. 
You can’t serve the Almighty 
and mammon. Choose one or 
the other.

“For whatever is hidden 
shall be revealed, and what-
ever is secret shall be known 
and come to light.”  (Luke 
8:17)

Geoff Hult
nonwo222@gmail.com

FBI Secrets: 
A Book Summary
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By Lamar T. West, Sr.
We do not intend to try 

and persuade one on how 
to invest in the future of 
Abbeville County and/or 
its school buildings. We do 
know from news reports 
the entire COUNTRY is in a 
time of skyrocketing inflation 
and all but tripling our ener-
gy prices. 

We also noted in last 
week’s edition of The Press 
and Banner that our school 
district superintendent, 
Dr. Mason Gary, was nice 
enough to inform us that 
if we “invest in the future,” 
Abbeville County School 
District 2022 Referendum 
Questions pass that the 
taxes on a $100,000 pri-
mary resident property will 
increase by “only” $278 per 
year. 

Now, we are not sure if 
this increase is for just the 
$47 million or if it includes 
the $12 million for the ath-
letic upgrade needs as well. 
We are not privy to just how 
long this tax increase is 
needed (how long will it take 
to pay the debt). 

We do not remember 
a reduction in taxes after 
the debt on Abbeville High 
School, Dixie High School, 
and for that matter when the 
Calhoun Falls High School 
debt was paid. So let’s not 
expect the surrender of this 
$47 or $59 million debt to 
produce a tax reduction 
“somewhere in the future.”

We would also like to point 
out that the sample of $278 
is for a primary residence 
only. Your primary residence 
is taxed at 4% and receives 
a sales tax credit and a 

Abbeville County School Board 
2022: Investment in the future

school tax credit, and if you 
are over 65, you receive a 
homestead tax exemption. 

Example of point: the 
property of which we are 
privy to. Its tax bill is val-
ued at less than $100,000 
and the tax bill before ex-
emptions is $1,200 per 
year which equals $100 
per month. This is a prima-
ry residence so it is taxed 
at the 4% rate. Now if this 
were a rental property and 
not a primary residence, 
the property would be taxed 
at 6% instead of 4%. Oh 
well, that is just 2% more! 
Big deal! Actually, it is a big 
deal, because it is half again 
as much. Twelve-hundred 
dollars rises to $1,800, and 
those numbers could come 
from two identical houses 
sitting next door to one an-
other. 

If you rent your house 
from someone, this means 
your landlord needs to re-
ceive $150 per month be-
fore he can pay the mort-
gage on the property or 
make any profit from his/her 
investment.

Also remember the $278 
is for the primary proper-
ty  and the $417 is for the 
rental property. If you own 
property where you furnish 
jobs to others and manu-
facture something, the in-
crease comes to $730 per 
$100,000 assessment. If 
you have a million dollar 
building in which you man-
ufacture, your increase 
comes to $7,300 more than 
you already pay just for the 
school tax referendum por-
tion of your tax bill.

As stated in this week’s 

newspaper, this is a year for 
reassessment. That means 
more than likely your overall 
tax bill will increase as well. 

Some simple math: be-
fore reassessment your 
house/property assessed at 
$180,000, and after a 15% 
reassessment increase 
(15% is the maximum in-
crease in a year), your 
property tax increase will, 
of course, rise for reassess-
ment. Normal county taxes 
could/will also rise and the 
school tax portion per refer-
endum will raise your tax an 
additional $556. 

We would like nothing 
more than to have one, two 
or three new high schools 
kept up-to-date each year 
with new technology along 
with new football stadiums, 
gymnasiums, baseball fields 
and all the fixings. Our chil-
dren deserve it! After all, our 
children will be in that new 
building four to six hours a 
day, five days a week for at 
least four years, then grad-
uation, and off to work or 
another school. Remember,  
it is only 60 MILLION DOL-
LARS!

If you miss your chance 
to vote “yes” in May and the 
referendum does not pass, 
we understand you will have 
another opportunity to vote 
“yea” in November during 
the general election. 

The opportunity to VOTE 
will be in May. If you are in 
favor, VOTE “Yes.” If you 
are opposed, VOTE “No.” 
YOU DO NEED TO VOTE! 
Voting is a right that you do 
not want to lose, and it is 
an obligation you must take 
SERIOUSLY!!!

Commentary

WASHINGTON – U.S. 
Senator Tim Scott (R-S.C.) 
released the following state-
ment after voting against the 
Democrats’ $1.5 trillion gov-
ernment spending package.

“I am a strong supporter of 
helping the Ukrainian peo-
ple resist Vladimir Putin’s 

Scott Statement on Omnibus 
Spending Package

vicious and unjust war, and 
I will be the first to vote for a 
standalone bill that bolsters 
the fight for Ukraine.

“Sadly, Democrats used 
an international crisis to 
jam through another reck-
less government spending 
package. The Democrats’ 

spending has already over-
heated our economy, driving 
inflation to record highs and 
saddling Americans with tril-
lions of dollars of debt. 

“I cannot support another 
wasteful, big government 
spending bill at the expense 
of the American people.”

SC Statehouse Reports  2022-The Senate--Senator Mike Gambrell

 Legislative summary  
Senator Mike Gambrell
Legislative Summary

March 11, 2022

On Monday I attended 
a meeting of the Honea 
Path Development Group.  
Arriving in Columbia on 
Tuesday for the Session, 
we flipped the schedule and 
held a full Finance Com-
mittee meeting prior to the 
Senate Session.  The bills 
which were discussed and 
reported out favorably from 
that meeting were S.1087, 
the Comprehensive Tax Cut 
Act of 2022, and two bills 
that would increase the per-
centage of funds held in the 
General Reserve Fund and 
the Capital Reserve Fund.     
The Senate on Thursday 
gave second reading to the 
Comprehensive Tax Cut Act 
of 2022, and it should be 
sent to the House of Rep-
resentatives for their con-
sideration early next week.  
In Session on Tuesday, we 

debated H.3205, which had 
previously been set for Spe-

cial Order.   This legislation 
is a Joint Resolution to make 
application to the Congress 
of the United States to call 
a convention for propos-
ing amendments pursuant 
to Article V of the United 
States Constitution.     After 
considerable discussions 
of the historical intentions 
of the Constitution, and 
several amendments that 
were introduced, the Senate 
passed H.3205.   Because 
of an amendment, the bill 
must go back the House of 
Representatives.   If they 
pass it, and if it is signed 
by the Governor, South 
Carolina would join the 
approximately 20 states 
who have passed similar 
bills.    A two-thirds majority 
is required for such action, 
so it would take 34 states 
passing nearly identical leg-
islation for the United States 
Congress to convene a 
Constitutional Convention. 
Wednesday was Cancer 

Awareness Day as well 
as Alzheimer’s Awareness 

Day.   Sadly, in a body of 
46 members, everyone has 
been touched personally 
by one or both of these 
destructive diseases.  It is 
always bittersweet to talk 
to those citizens who have 
come to the State House 
to talk about these issues.
I had a chance to meet with 

Leadership Anderson on 
Wednesday.   It was great to 
see so many of my friends at 
the S. C. Firefighters Day at 
the State House this week.    
I welcome any occasion 
when we can express our 
appreciation and respect 
for these first responders.
Please feel free to con-

tact me on any issue.  

I can be reached at my 
district address, Post Office 
Box 194, Honea Path, S. 
C.  29654, 864-844-3614; 
or at my legislative office in 
Columbia, Post Office Box 
142, Columbia, S.C.  29202, 
803-212-6032, or through 
my email address:  Mike-
Gambrell@scsenate.gov.



Filing period opens 
for various offices

By Henry E. Green
The filing period for a num-

ber of Abbeville County of-
fices opens today--Wednes-
day, March 16-- at noon, 
according to Randy Curtis, 
Abbeville County voter 
registration and elections 
director.
These offices include 

South Carolina House Dis-
trict 11, and the County offic-
es include those of County 
Auditor, who is currently 
Sue Simpson, Probate 
Judge, who is currently Mark 
Sumner, and Treasurer, who 

is  currently  Betty Cowan.
Filing opens also for a 

number of County Council 
seats--District One, current-
ly occupied by Jason Bonds, 
District Two, occupied by 
John Calhoun, and District 
Seven, occupied by Drew 
Simpson.
The filing period will con-

clude on Wednesday, March 
30 at noon, Curtis contin-
ued.
Those wishing to file as 

candidates need to come 
to the voter registration 
office on the second floor--

Room 2500--of the Abbev-
ille County Administrative 
Complex in Abbeville, and 
fill out the proper paperwork 
and pay their filing fees.
All filing fees are by check 

or money order, he said.
The filing is for the primary 

elections slated for June 14. 
The primary winners will 

move on to the general 
election in November.

For more information, one 
may call the voter regis-
tration office at 366-6690, 
extension 53.

Rockets’ red glare?
Abbeville City Council looks at 
possible regulation of fireworks

By Henry E.  Green
Do fireworks need to be 

regulated inside the city lim-
its of the City of Abbeville?
That was the question be-

fore Abbeville City Council 
Wednesday night.
City Council member Ja-

son Edwards brought up 
the topic during the “new 
business” segment of the 
meeting. Edwards noted 
that fireworks, with the noise 
they generate, can cause a 
number of concerns--they 
scare pets, for example, 
and often people set them 
off during the late evening, 
when other people are trying 
to sleep.
“They’re a fire hazard,” he 

added.
Edwards, who said that 

he had heard a number of 
complaints about fireworks, 
said that he would like to 
see them regulated, so that 
they would be set off only 
by professionals during an 
approved fireworks show 
within the City limits.
There is an ordinance 

from the 1970s to regulate 
fireworks, but the language 
is very dated, and Edwards 

proposed an amended, up-
dated ordinance.
Council member Faye 

Thomas said that she had 
heard complaints as well, 
suggested that the City 
establish a curfew or cut-off 
time for setting off fireworks.
Concerning pets, she 

advised sheltering pets in 
anticipation of holidays such 
as New Year’s Eve and the 
Fourth of July.
Council member Chris 

Crawford said that there is 
a local business that sells 
fireworks, and he does not 
want to see that business 
hurt.
Council member Louise 

Aikens said that if the City 
does come up with a new 
ordinance, the language 
of it needs to be easy to 
understand.
Thomas wondered if the 

Police would have the man-
power to enforce such an 
ordinance if it were enacted.
“I’d be good with a curfew,” 

said Council member Matt 
Gambrell, adding that he 
would otherwise like to see 
ordinary citizens allowed 
to shoot them off, and 

indicating that setting off 
fireworks can be a bonding 
experience for parents and 
their kids. 
City Manager  Blake Stone  

indicated that he would work 
on an updated ordinance 
to present to Council at the 
April Council meeting.
In other matters, Council: 
--Reappointed Willie Mae 

Burnside to the Property 
Maintenance Board of Ap-
peals.
--Reappointed Catherine 

Gray on the Property Main-
tenance Board of Appeals 
which expired on June 19, 
2021.
--Appointed Jim Grant to  

the Board of Zoning Appeals 
which expired on October, 
10, 2020.
During the public comment 

period, Ray Peck expressed 
concern about City utility 
bills. 

“People shouldn’t have to 
choose between heating 
and eating,” he said.

In other matters, Council 
went into executive session 
but took no resulting action.

VITA offers free tax 
preparation service

By Henry E. Green
VITA is a free tax service 

provided through United 
Way of the Lakelands, 
and the  Abbeville County 
Library has been hosting  it 
at least five years, according 
to Abbeville County Library 
System Director Mary Eliz-
abeth Land.
It is a service that is im-

mensely simple to use. All 
you do is stop by the Abbev-
ille County Library on North 
Main between Tuesdays 

and Thursdays between 4 
p.m. and 7 p.m.
You fill out a form, and 

leave your pertinent tax 
documents--W2 forms and 
the like--for the taxes to be 
prepared.
Five to seven days later, 

you will receive a text or a 
phone call telling you that 
your taxes are ready.

It is all free to anyone who 
meets income guidelines--
that is, anyone who makes  

$57,000 a year or less.
“It’s been a very popular 

program at the library,” 
said Land, adding that the 
Abbeville County Library 
System is immensely happy 
to be working with United 
Way of the Lakelands to 
provide this service to the 
community.

For more information, one 
may call United Way at 864-
229-4103 or the Abbeville 
County Library at 459-4009.

City takes step toward 
new police station

By Henry E. Green
The City of Abbeville 

moved closer to establish-
ing a new home for the Ab-
beville Police Department, 
as City Council  passed  
second and final reading 
Wednesday night on an 
ordinance “authorizing the 
purchase of real property 
within the City of Abbeville.”
The property, located at 

104 West Pickens Street, 
is being purchased for 
$200,000, and is intended to 
be the new home of the Ab-
beville Police Department.
The Police are  now based 

at the Police/Fire Complex 
on South Main in Abbeville, 
and there have been con-
cerns that they need more 
space.
Council member Chris 

Crawford noted Wednesday 
night at the Council meeting 
that the building at 104 West 
Pickens has a front exterior 
that includes glass, and he 
was wondering if it could 
be fixed for the protection 
of those inside the building, 
and City Manager Blake 
Stone said that the City 
would look into replacing 
the glass.

Stone also indicated that 
the City would try to estab-
lish a parking area for the 
property.
The building on West Pick-

ens used to be the home of 
Abbeville Area Medical Cen-
ter’s “home health” agency, 
and also at one time housed 
a seafood restaurant.
At one point in its history, 

it was also a grocery store.

Meanwhile, the City’s fire 
department will remain 
based at the Police/Fire 
Complex, as will the Munic-
ipal Court.
 

US House of Representatives

Submitted by 
Congressman 
Jeff Duncan

Washington, D.C.— Con-
gressman Jeff Duncan 
issued the following state-
ment regarding his oppo-
sition to the Democrats’ 
omnibus package after its 
passage last night.  
“ H o u s e  D e m o c r a t s 

rammed a $1.5 trillion+ om-
nibus spending bill through 
Congress that does nothing 
to change the reckless 
spending trajectory and 
proposes an irresponsible 
6.7% increase in spending 
at a time when we are past 
$30 trillion in debt,” said 
Congressman Jeff Duncan. 
“Democrats did this without 
even allowing adequate 
time for congressional 
debate or transparency 
for the American people, 
completing the 2,700-page 
omnibus spending bill at 

Rep. Duncan Votes NO on 
Democrats’ Omnibus Overhaul 

2:30 a.m. before the vote 
last night, which allowed 
us little time to review 
what all is actually in this 
monstrosity of a package. 
From what we have been 
able to review, the omnibus 
package is an antithesis to 
what our country needs.”
“This is nothing more than 

a product of the Swamp and 
another Democrat spend-
ing spree at the expense 
of the American taxpayer 
and our nation’s values,” 
said Congressman Jeff 
Duncan. “The omnibus 
includes no change to 
federal COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates, no steps to 
unleash American energy, 
and no policy to address 
southern border security, 
and would send taxpayer 
funds to Planned Parent-
hood, increase funding for 
the radical rush-to-green 
agenda, and hypercharge 
inflationary spending. This 

massive spending bill is 
rushed and used as politi-
cal leverage to ram through 
the Democrats’ failed glo-
balist and Green New Deal 
agenda.”
“Democrats lumped in aid 

to Ukraine in the omnibus 
in an attempt to pressure 
bipartisan support from 
risk-averse Republicans 
attempting to avoid a 
government shutdown,” 
said Congressman Jeff 
Duncan. “I voted against 
the omnibus, which includ-
ed aid to Ukraine, since 
there is no way to ensure 
the $13.6 billion in aid is 
properly distributed and 
placed in the right hands. 
After seeing the reckless 
abandonment of billions of 
dollars’ worth of equipment 
in Afghanistan, this opens 
the door to unintentionally 
bolstering Russia’s military 
state and is a risk we cannot 
afford to take.”
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Rep. Craig  A. Gagnon,  
District  11--SC House of

Representatives
March 8, 2022

This past week, in preparation 
for Budget Week, intended 
to “clear the calendar”. This 
means all bills currently being 
considered by the house were 
to be acted on. This meant 
some long days (and long 
debates) on the floor. 
There were some important 

bills that passed the House 
and on to the Senate and some 
went to the Governor’s desk 
for approval. 
H. 3444 was passed (and I 

supported) and sent to the Sen-
ate. There are several different 
safeguards and protections of 
this bill, but notably, this bill 
improves identity verification 
and addresses early voting 
and absentee voting. The bill: 
Makes election fraud a felony 

and creates a SLED hotline 
to report suspicious activity at 
the polls;
Requires all voters to attest 

that “to their knowledge” they 
are not registered to vote 
in a state other than South 
Carolina;
Requires a photo id to return 

an absentee ballot in person as 
is on Election Day. To submit 
an absentee ballot application, 
the last 4 of your social security 
number must be provided for 
identity verification;
Requires the witness of every 

absentee ballot to be verifiable 
by providing a printed name, 
signature, and address;
Creates a system where de-

ceased individuals are purged 
from the voter roll;
 Improves cybersecurity, by 

ensuring ballot machines will 
never be connected to the 
Internet;
Creates an ‘early voting’ sys-

tem, which extends 2 weeks 
before an election for all qual-
ified voters
Modifies the reasons that an 

absentee ballot can be cast, 
replacing being “on vacation” 
with “absent from the country 
for the duration of early voting 
and Election Day” to the list;
County Boards of Voter Reg-

istration and Elections must 
determine locations for early 
voting, considering geography, 
population, and ADA compli-
ance. Boards must distribute 
the locations throughout the 
county to maximize accessibil-
ity for all voters. The Executive 
Director of the State Election 
Commission may, at his dis-
cretion, direct the move of 
early voting centers to ensure 
proper distribution through 
each county;

Eliminates the ‘10 miles apart’ 
rule for polling locations, allow-
ing polling places to be closer 
than 10 miles apart if it better 
accommodates the population;
Prevents candidates from 

being nominated by more than 
one political party or appearing 
on the ballot more than once;
Allows absentee ballots to be 

opened before the election for 
quicker election results when 
polls close but makes disclos-
ing information about results a 
punishable offense.
I supported the following bills:
The House approved H. 

4082, adopting the proposed 
amendment by the committee, 
and sent to the Senate, a bill 
that creates a new license for 
hair designers to be regulated 
by the Board of Cosmetology.  
The House amended, ap-

proved, and sent the Senate 
H. 4837, a bill establishing 
requirements and authoriza-
tion that allows a not-for-profit 
program to operate optometry 
mobile units to visit Title I public 
schools and provide services 
onsite to their students.
The House received mes-

sage from the Senate that the 
Conference Report for H. 3308 
was adopted and enrolled for 
ratification. The bill increases 
the watercraft idle speed wake 
distance on certain lakes in-
cluding Lake Secession, Lake 
Russell and Lake Thurmond.
After adopting the proposed 

Committee amendment, the 
House amended and sent H. 
3600 to the Senate.  Those 
House amendments made 
minimal changes regarding 
highway crossing and helmet 
requirements.  H. 3600 exten-
sively addresses the subject 
of utility terrain vehicles (UTV).
This bill would define the 

term utility terrain vehicle and 
provide for the registration and 
operation on highways and 
streets (to include side-by-side, 
four-wheel drive, off-road ve-
hicle, transporting individuals 
and cargo or both, tires, width, 
steering and seating). 
H. 4534 Legal Scrap Metal 

Purchasing and Transportation 
was approved and sent to the 
Senate after receiving three 
readings in the House.
The House amended and 

gave it third reading to H. 3509. 
This proposed legislation could 
extend foster care past age 
eighteen. 
The House amended S. 947 

and sent it to the Senate. The 
bill exempts the electric co-
operatives of South Carolina 
from being regulated as a 
driving school by exempting 
an association formed by a 
group of electric cooperatives 

SC Statehouse Reports  2022-The House of Representatives

House Week in Review
pursuant to the extent that it 
trains member cooperative 
employees. 
The House non-concurred 

in Senate amendments to H. 
3590. The bill would provide 
that public school districts may 
hire noncertified teachers if a 
certified teacher is not avail-
able (if certain circumstances 
and requirements are met).
The House amended, ap-

proved, and sent the Senate 
H. 4161, a bill that revises 
provisions relating to pro-
hibited gaming machines to 
allow manufacturers to pro-
duce gaming machines and 
equipment designated for 
out-of-state use. 
The House amended, ap-

proved and sent to the Senate 
H. 4866, a joint resolution to 
provide for a three-year pilot 
program for public school-
based canneries.  
The House approved H. 

3537, adopting the proposed 
amendment by the committee, 
giving the bill third reading and 
sending it to the Senate.  This 
legislation outlines that pro-
visions of any homeowners’ 
association (HOA) governing 
documents may not prohibit 
the installation of a flagpole 
for the display of the flag of 
the United States or South 
Carolina.  
The House amended and 

gave second reading to H. 
3958, legislation that outlines 
that a coroner is considered 
a public safety officer if killed 
in the line of duty in counties 
which have both a coroner 
and a medical examiner.  In 
addition, the bill adds that 
a coroner or designee may 
possess and administer an 
opioid antidote in accordance 
with the requirements of the 
“South Carolina Overdose 
Prevention Act.”

Finally, The House set H. 
5150, the General Appropri-
ation Bill, and H. 5151, the 
joint resolution making ap-
propriations from the Capital 
Reserve Fund, for special 
order on Monday, March 14, to 
begin its consideration of the 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 State 
Government Budget on the 
House Floor.

As always, it is an honor and 
a privilege to serve you in Co-
lumbia. If you need help with 
any state agency, or have any 
thoughts or concerns about 
what we are doing, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at 
home at (864) 366-4112 or in 
Columbia at (803) 212-6934 
or by email at craiggagnon@
schouse.gov.
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Noble Ruin of the South
by Tom Poland

When man abandoned it, 
the traffic diverted west, and 
the forest began 
to claim it. Today, 
sycamores, cedars, 
and oaks console 
it, and wind and 
water song replace 
the hum of tires. If 
you know when 
and where to look, 
you can glimpse 
this noble ruin of 
the South. 

A mere second, 
my glimpse, but it 
whispered, “Take 
time to visit me,” so 
I did. I knew the place would 
give me a good feeling, and it 
did. The place? The old U.S. 
Highway 25 bridge that used 
to straddle Turkey Creek. 

“Used to, you 
say?” 

“Yes, men cut 
away its mid-sec-
tion.”

Now like book-
ends, its truncat-
ed ends stare at 
each other across 
a westward-flow-
ing creek. You 
won’t see books 
suspended mid-
air, but this place 
is a book, and it 
deserves to be in a 
book, and I just might put it 
in one.

In winter light, the north 
end looked Romanesque. 
The snow-white limbs of syc-
amores added brilliance to 
the dry brown of January, and 
the azure sky reigned perfect, 
not a cloud in the sky. Only 
man’s orange safety netting, a 
band-aid of sorts, marred the 
setting. Rains had the creek 
swollen and muddy, a choco-
late-colored torrent.

I like ruins. I’ve been to 
Rome’s Coliseum. I like go-
ing to the Glendale Ruins up 
Sparkle City way. I’ve never 
been to Cumberland Island’s 

Dungeness Ruins, but I will. 
Best of all I like the ruins be-
neath my nose, the ones no 

one cares about but me. And 
so it was I found myself walk-
ing toward this old bridge. 
On the way in I walked past 
coyote scat and a deer stand. 

A refugee from the Old West 
and primal instincts seek safe 
harbor here near this bridge 
to the past.

When I got to the old 
bridge, right off I noticed that 
missing midsection. I noticed, 
too, two strange steel towers, 
green moss, white quartz em-
bedded in gray cement, and 
those dazzling sycamores—a 
majestic setting for majestic 
ruins. This bridge speaks to 
me. “Like you, I was younger 
and essential once, but to see 
me is to see your future.” 

Time and something called 
progress leave many a bridge 
behind. Many get razed, like 

the vanquished Silas N. Pear-
son/Cooper River Bridge. 
But the old Highway 25 

Bridge stands still, 
and it gives me 
that ancient Rome 
vibe. It’s truly 
a bridge to the 
past. I think of old 
makes and models 
of cars and trucks 
it ferried north 
and south. Old 
Coca Cola trucks. 
Women in labor. 
Men bound for 
labor. Surely an 
old crew from the 

abandoned chain 
gang camp five miles south 
worked the highway here. 
Come torrid summer days I 
bet they leaned over those ce-
ment guardrails and dreamed 

they were swim-
ming. 

The chain 
gangs are dead 
now. All those 
trucks and cars 
rusted to death. 
Those who built 
the bridge are 
dead. Those 
who traveled it? 
Many are dead. 
When you and I 
are dead, it will 
still be there as 

it holds its place 
among the ranks of forlorn 
bridges forced into retire-
ment. 

On a cold, windy afternoon 
I stood on the old bridge’s 
south end watching the 
newer distant bridge ferry 
traffic across a creek turned 
small river when rains come. 
None, I daresay, knew a man 
was watching from the past, 
but I was, a witness to God 
Change. I watched them 
speed along oblivious to the 
old bridge and God Change 
who’s patiently waiting for 
them as well. 

Photos by Tom Poland

North End Old Bridge

Sycamores

ABBEVILLE PURE HOLINESS CHURCH
325 Hwy 71 Abbeville • 366-5426
APPOINTED TIME
306-B E Greenwood St Abbeville • 366-3787
FRIENDSHIP WORSHIP CENTER
233 Carwellyn Rd Abbeville • 366-4970
GRACE CHAPEL
704 Haigler St Abbeville • 366-5807
GREATER FAITH CHURCH
807 Greenville St Abbeville • 366-9227
IN GOD’S HANDS MINISTRIES
3563 Hwy 20 Due West • 379-2181
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
407 Branch St Abbeville • 459-8397
LIGHT HOUSE MINISTRIES
257 Carwellyn Rd Abbeville • 366-6339
MIDWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
1218 Hwy 284 Abbeville • 446-2736
MISSIONARY MOVEMENT CHURCH
1900 Cedar Springs S Abbeville • 446-8925
MOTHER ZION F B H CHURCH
16 M C Mattie Ln Abbeville • 446-8165
PINE GROVE CHURCH
100 Mount Vernon Church Rd Iva • 348-7848
ROCKFORD CHURCH INC
190 Oak Grove Rd Abbeville • 366-0246
ST. PAUL CHURCH OF GOD HOLINESS
412 Secession Ave. Abbeville • 459-5135
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
308 Haigler Abbeville • 459-9422
AME
BROWN-OH-AME CHURCH
2150 Hwy 81 N Calhoun Falls • 348-2516
CYPRESS CHAPEL AME CHURCH
140 Cypress Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2271
FLAT ROCK AME CHURCH
1136 Flat Rock Rd Abbeville • 446-3358
GLOVER AME CHURCH
16 Glover Church Rd Calhoun Falls • 391-2948
GRACE CHAPEL AME CHURCH
704 Haigler St Abbeville • 459-5807
JACOB CHAPEL AME CHURCH
252 Jacobs Chapel Rd Abbeville • 446-7518
LONG CANE AME CHURCH
8 Long Cane AME Rd Abbeville • 366-9043
MT LEBANON AME CHURCH
150 Mount Lebanon Rd Donalds • 379-8286
MT OLIVE AME CHURCH
216 E Main St Donalds • 379-8470
MULBERRY AME CHURCH
2758 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-3018
ROCKY RIVER AME CHURCH
245 Rocky River AME Church Rd Iva • 348-7014
ST JAMES AME CHURCH
203 Henry M Turner St Abbeville • 366-3118
ST PAUL AME CHURCH
1365 St Paul Ch Rd Calhoun Falls • 391-2772
ST PETERS AME CHURCH
118 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-3488
SHADY GROVE AME CHURCH
700 Watts Rd Abbeville • 446-2318
AME ZION
MOUNT ZION AME CHURCH
845 Gilgal Church Rd Donalds • 379-8004

BAPTIST
BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
108–110 SC-71 Abbeville • 330-8494
CAMPFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
130 Campfield Church Rd Abbeville • 446-3394
DUE WEST BAPTIST CHURCH
218 S Main St Due West • 379-8110
FAIRFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
401 Fairfield Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2060
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
111 Ellis Ave Abbeville • 366-2597
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
2916 Hwy 72 E Abbeville • 229-3377
LOWNDESVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
464 Main St Lowndesville • 348-2194
MISSION BAPTIST CHURCH
4448 Hwy 201 Leveland • 933-5812
MT CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2550 Old Hodges Rd Abbeville • 446-3516
MT OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
30 Mt Olive Church Rd Ext Abbeville • 459-2827
MT PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
503 Washington St Abbeville • 459-5829
NORTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
201 Marion St Calhoun Falls • 418-8392
ROCKY RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
3266 Lake Secession Rd Iva • 348-6581
ST MARY’S BAPTIST CHURCH
1011 Bethlehem Church Rd Due West • 379-2769
SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
817 Hwy 81 N Calhoun Falls • 418-8332
SOUTH SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
505 W Greenwood St Abbeville • 366-4061
CATHOLIC
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
102 E Pinckney St Abbeville • 366-5150
CHRISTIAN
UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
101 Center Rd Abbeville • 366-6525
CHURCH OF CHRIST
ABBEVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST
405 Grey Rock Est Abbeville • 446-3000
CHURCH OF CHRIST
1361 Old Douglas Mill Rd Abbeville • 446-7903
HAIGLER STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
284 Taylor Town Rd Abbeville • 366-4931
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST LIFE 
CENTER
1300 Haigler St Ext Abbeville • 366-9422
ABBEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
300 Whitehall St Abbeville • 366-9134
DONALDS CHURCH OF GOD
335 W Main St Donalds • 379-2671
MT OLIVE CHURCH OF GOD
307 Lee St Calhoun Falls • 418-8656
ST PAUL CHURCH OF GOD 
715 Secession Av Abbeville • 366-5136
COMMUNITY
FAITH OUTREACH COMMUNITY
1007 Cambridge St Abbeville • 366-0114
EPISCOPAL
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
103 Bowie St Abbeville • 366-5186
GREEK ORTHODOX
GREEK ORTHODOX PARACLETOS

790 Gin House Rd Abbeville • 348-7535
HOLINESS
CONGREGATIONAL HOLINESS
921 S Main St Abbeville • 366-4323
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
SHILOH CATHEDRAL MINISTRIES
37 Union Church Rd Abbeville • 366-4300
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S
283 Hwy 71 Abbeville • 366-5399
MENNONITE
BETHEL MENNONITE CHAPEL 
2319 Hwy 184 Due West • 379-9796
COLD SPRINGS MENNONITE 
168 Cold Springs Church Rd Abbeville • 446-3892
SHILOH MENNONITE CHURCH
2604 Hwy 184 W Due West • 379-3218
WHISPERING PINES MENNONITE
7085 Hwy 20 Honea Path • 379-8404
METHODIST
SMYRNA METHODIST CHURCH
439 Main St Lowndesville • 348-7662
METHODIST - CME
MT CLEMENT CME CHURCH
103 Martins Mill Rd Abbeville • 446-3253
METHODIST - UNITED
BELLS UNITED METHODIST
2540 Flat Rock Rd Abbeville • 446-2751
GRACE UNITED METHODIST
145 Grace Dr Abbeville • 366-4166
MAIN ST UNITED METHODIST
300 N Main St Abbeville • 366-2367
SHARON UNITED METHODIST
246 Sharon Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2812
SHILOH UNITED METHODIST
198 Hwy 184 W Abbeville • 348-6002
PENTECOSTAL
CALHOUN FALLS PENTECOSTAL
1001 Savannah St Calhoun Falls • 447-8924
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
ABBEVILLE PENTECOSTAL
109 Barnett St Abbeville • 366-2810
LOWNDESVILLE PENTECOSTAL
215 Depot St Lowndesville • 348-2598
PRESBYTERIAN
ABBEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
301 N Main St Abbeville • 366-2677
DUE WEST ARP CHURCH
112 N Main St Due West • 379-8159
GREENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
205 Greenville Church Rd Donalds • 456-2724
GREENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
6158 Hwy 184 E Donalds • 379-2544
LEBANON PRESBYTERIAN
698 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-2247
LITTLE MT PRESBYTERIAN
3836 Hwy 28 N Abbeville • 446-2677
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1484 Hwy 28 Bypass Abbeville • 366-5684
UPPER LONG CANE PRESBYTERIAN
184 Hwy 20 Abbeville • 366-4350
WARRENTON PRESBYTERIAN
191 Watts Rd Abbeville • 446-8656

This Directory is sponsored by these
Businesses who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services at the church of your choice!

Visit the Church of Your Choice this Week!

Diamonds
Gemstones
Watches
Clocks

Gold
Platinum

Silver

Since 1912
H.H. Turner Jewelers

Custom Jewelry & Repair

310 Main Street
Greenwood, SC 29646
Telephone: (864) 223-5920
www.hhturnersc.com

We Pay More for Your 
Gold and Silver!
Trade-in or Sell

Tel: (864) 366-5091
& (864) 366-8533

Fax: (864) 366-9872

SONNY’S
AUTO PARTS

804 W. GREENWOOD ST.
ABBEVILLE, SC 29620

Office: (864) 366-9663 • Fax: 366-9664

SMITH’S
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Ask About
Termidor® Treatments

TERMITE and MOISTURE CONTROL
Termites • Roaches • Ants • Spiders • Fleas • Mice

Real Estate Inspection Letter (CL 100)
Fully Licensed and Insured • Free Inspections

20 Years Experienced Service

Banner Printing
107 W. Pickens, Abbeville, SC
Office (864) 366-5461
Fax (864) 366-5463
pb@bannercorp.net

Printing you
need

fast and
guaranteed.

716 Hwy 28 ByPass, Abbeville, SC 29620
864-366-5954    864-366-4825 Fax

Bob Whiteside
Adam Perdue

Abbeville Nursing Home
Caring for Our Community

(864) 366-5122

“When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you 
shall surely die!’ and you do not speak to warn 
the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at 
your hand.”

Ezekiel 33:8 (NKJV)

Carolyn Amanda Photography
P h o t o g r a p h e r  i n  A b b e v i l l e ,  SC

For inquiries and bookings, call or text (912) 306-5233

If you received a book in the mail 
(“The Great Controversy”) and are 
interested in Sabbath worship, you 
are welcome to worship Saturdays 
at 11:00 a.m. Come to 114 Overlook 
Dr., Hwy 254, Greenwood, SC 29649.  

GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA

DIGESTIVE DISEASE 
GROUP PA

Quality Care At A Fraction Of The Cost!
Our facility is the only licensed and accredited
GI out patient facility in the Lakelands Area.

• W.J. GILCHRIST, MD
• M.S.Z. BACHINSKI, MD
• B.T. GREEN, MD
• M.A. MASON, MD
• R. SADURSKI, MD
• C.A. TURNER, PA-C
• C.V. CRAWFORD, NP-C

864-227-3636   864-227-3838

Board Certified Gastroenterologists

Sacred Heart plans 
Lenten fish fries

 By Henry E. Green
Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church in Abbeville will be 
having its annual Lenten fish 
fry dinners again this year.
The dinners will be held on 

Friday, March 25, and April 
8, from 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 
the Sacred Heart parish hall, 
at 206 North Main Street, 
Abbeville.
The cost is $15 for adults, 

and $10 for youth 12 and un-
der. “Carry out” is available, 
and tickets are available 
after Mass and at the door, 
according to a Press and 
Banner advertisement.
The menu includes “all you  

care to eat fried flounder  
with a baked potato, cole 
slaw,  hushpuppies, a drink 
and dessert.”

Church history
Located at the corner 

of North Main and East 
Pinckney, Sacred Heart is 
a church which became a 
reality largely because of 
the generosity of Irishman 
Thomas Enright.
Enright settled in the Ab-

beville area, purchasing a 
number of tracts of land, 
one of which he willed to 
the Catholic Diocese of 
Charleston for the construc-
tion of a church, according 

to a church history found on 
the church Website.
Under the direction of 

John J. Monaghan, pastor 
of St. Mary’s Church in 
Greenwood, construction 
was completed and Sacred 
Heart was dedicated  on 
Oct. 24, 1885.
The fourth oldest church in 

Abbeville, Sacred Heart is 
considered a fine example 
of Norman-Gothic architec-
ture. Through the years, a 
number of new features 
have been added. 
On May 11, 2008, a prayer 

garden on the grounds of 
the church was dedicated.

Submitted by 
Anna LaGrone

‘The Greater Abbeville 
Chamber of Commerce will 
be hosting its first community 
meet and greet event this 
month. This is a new pro-
gram for 2022, says Execu-
tive Director Anna LaGrone.  
“We are a county-wide 
Chamber, and we want to 
really emphasize that we 
serve the entire Abbeville 
community,” she said. “Our 
first meet and greet will be 
on March 28th, at 6pm in the 
Due West town hall. The goal 
here is to provide an oppor-
tunity for business owners 
and community leaders to 
meet with representatives 
from the Chamber and share 
ideas and feedback.

The Greater Abbeville Chamber 
of Commerce will host first 
community meet and greet this 
month

 A Chamber membership is 
not required to attend—we 
want to hear from you and 
see what the business own-
ers would like to see from the 
Chamber moving forward.”  
The plan is to start having 
meetings all over the County 
in areas like Due West and 
Lowndesville, hopefully on 
a quarterly basis. “Abbeville 
County has so much to offer, 
and we as a Chamber want 
to do everything we can 
to make these businesses 
more visible, to provide any 
resources they may need, 
and to promote them to ev-
eryone who comes through 
our doors. Hearing what 
they need from us is just the 
start,” says LaGrone. In ad-
dition to these new meet and 
greets, the Chamber has 

also started its own Busi-
ness Education program, 
with monthly workshops, 
she noted. “2022 is going 
to be a big year. We are 
adding more services and 
more resources so that we 
can help our members build 
better businesses and be 
more impactful throughout 
the County.”
The Chamber is now also 

accepting nominations for 
the Hall of Fame and for the 
Business of the Year. Ap-
plications for these awards 
and for the Chamber’s Com-
munity Spirit scholarship 
may be picked up at the 
Chamber. 
Recipients will be an-

nounced at the Chamber’s 
Annual Banquet, slated for 
the end of May.’
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A Potato

Has Eyes,
but it doesn’t read this paper. 
You ought to be different. Don’t 
be a potato. Subscribe now. 

Holbert Auction Services 
ESTATE AUCTION OF 
JAMES W. WELCH JR.

March 19, 2022    •    10:00 am
2512 Hwy 201 Due West, SC 29639

Visit www.HolbertAuctions.com for more info.
Old bottles and children toys, pottery, carnival & depression glass, 
baby grand piano, old instruments, sheet music, antique furniture, 

beautiful king size bed, costume jewelry, thousands of watches, 
old bicycles, spiderman bicycle, tables and chairs, vintage gem 

dandy electric churn, wooden Dazey churn, 2003 Lincoln Town 
car (runs good & cold air condition just had all frontend work 

done less than 500 miles), 1990 Lincoln Town car (runs good), 
pocket knives, other knives, wooden barrel, old church pews, 
lamps, lots of enamel ware, old model cars, old metal plant 

stands, old books, lots of brass, China cabinets, fire side sets, 
China sets, and vintage belt buckles. 

Too much to list, and we’re still digging!

Buyers Premium 10% Cash/Check 13% Credit/Debit
7% Sales Tax

AS-IS WHERE-IS ALL SALES ARE FINAL
Holbert Auction Services

Jim Holbert SCAL# 4058 (864) 993-7598
Meg Parkman SCAL# 4713 (864) 378-1264

www.HolbertAuctions.com
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a Word from    
“THE WORD”

jkeithfbca@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. John Keith 

Wisdom 
Psalm 101:2 “I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. Oh, when will 

you come to me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.”

In his book, “Leader-
ship Gold” John Max-
well shares this profound 
statement from William 
Ward: “Committing a 
great truth to memory is 
admirable, committing it 
to life is wisdom.” In Psalm 
101:2 that is what David 
is doing—committing a 
great truth to his life. The 
great truth that David was 
committing to his life was 
that he wanted to behave 
himself wisely. If he did 
that he would have a 
perfect heart. The word 
perfect here has several 
meanings, one of which 
is “without blemish” or 
“integrity.” There are four 
thoughts from this verse 
that come to my mind. 
The first thought that 

comes to mind is the word 
resolve. David resolves 
in his heart that he will 
live wisely and in order 
to do that he must not 
blemish his character. A 
wise person is one who 
is careful not to tarnish his 
integrity. A wise person 
resolves ahead of time to 
do the right thing. Notice 
where David wants to walk 
wisely without blemish—
in his own house. It is so 
important to have integrity 
in one’s home. It is not 
wise to hit a home run at 
the office but strike out at 

home. David’s resolve to 
walk wisely extended to 
his home as well as to the 
nation. There is something 
drastically wrong if the 
ones who know you best 
think the least of you. 
David resolves that he will 
not blemish his character 
at home or anywhere else.
The second thought is 

recognition. David rec-
ognizes that resolve is 
not enough, he knows 
that he needs the help of 
God. If he is to walk wisely 
he knows that God must 
help him. He recognizes 
ahead of time that he is not 
strong enough to keep this 
commitment in his own 
strength. None of us are 
strong enough to face the 
difficult things in life on our 
own. Without the help of 
God we will fail miserably.
The third thought is re-

quest. David not only re-
solves to do the right thing, 
he not only recognizes 
that he needs the help 
of God, he also requests 
God’s help. It is possible to 
recognize that one needs 
the help of God but not re-
quest it. Many folks allow 
their pride to keep them 
from requesting the help of 
God. I visited a man in the 
hospital once and when I 
asked him if I could pray 
for him he refused. He told 

me that he had not sought 
the Lord’s help when he 
was well and he didn’t 
think it was right to ask for 
it when he was sick. That 
was not only prideful but 
unwise as well. 
The fourth thought is 

rejoicing. When one rec-
ognizes he needs the 
Lord’s help so as not to 
tarnish his integrity and 
that person requests the 
Lord’s help he will be able 
to rejoice at what the Lord 
does. The Lord is gracious 
and gladly answers our re-
quests to live wisely. One 
of my favorite passages 
of Scripture is Ephesians 
3:20-21 “Now to him who 
is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according 
to the power that works in 
us, to him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus to 
all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen.” 
God is able to do more 

than we can ever imagine, 
and when we request His 
help in behaving wisely 
His answers are so excit-
ing that it takes our breath 
away. 

What a mighty God we 
serve! Don’t be afraid to 
ask Him for the strength to 
live wisely—at home and 
everywhere else.

Submitted by 
Andrea Scott 

Interested in becoming a 
volunteer?  Hospice & Pal-
liative Care of the Piedmont 
is seeking volunteers.
Volunteers are needed in 

many areas:  patient sitting, 
working in the Hospice 
House, running errands, 
selling and sorting dona-
tions, repair work, clerical, 
fundraising and many other 
exciting opportunities that 
provide services to patients 
and families of the terminally 
ill. Becoming a hospice vol-

Hospice & Palliative Care 
of the Piedmont Volunteer 
Training

unteer is similar to helping 
a neighbor in need. 
Hospice is excited to have 

two thrift stores operated by 
paid staff and volunteers 
with locations in Greenwood 
and Abbeville. Training at 
the stores is conducted on 
site where all other requires 
training sessions.
Volunteer Training will be 

held: May 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
from 9am - 3pm at the Hos-
pice Volunteer Community 
Center, 217 North Creek 
Blvd, Greenwood, S.C.  
Evening date and time to 
be arranged. 

To sign up for training or 
for more information, con-
tact Susan Harris, Director 
of Volunteers at 229-8461 
or visit our website, www.
hospicepiedmont.org.
Hospice & Palliative Care 

of the Piedmont is your com-
munity non-profit network of 
care that provides expert, 
life-changing health care for 
those living with advanced 
illnesses.  Serving patients 
and families in Abbeville, 
Edgefield, Greenwood, Lau-
rens, McCormick, Newberry 
and Saluda counties since 
1981.

Interested in becoming a volunteer? Hospice & Palliative Care of the Piedmont is seek-
ing volunteers. Pictured is a Group of Spring Volunteer Training. (Photo contributed)
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Set of 2 Good Year Eagle Tires
245/55/18 RS-A 103V

Only $120 for both 
Call Lamar T. West
864-366-5461 (o)
864-391-6610 (m)

For Sale

Matthew New on top of 
the Podium with his Gold 
Medals. (Photo contributed)

On Saturday, March 5,  
the Lady Hornets defeated 
Wardlaw Academy again, 
11-0, and then faced AHS 
for the championship.
The Lady Panthers had to 

defeat Dixie twice to claim 
the tournament title, and 
they won the first game, 5-0, 
but then AHS forfeited the 
second game, giving Dixie 
the victory, according to the 
Dixie coach.
“That leaves us with a 

5-1 record,” said Ferguson 

Monday, adding that last 
week’s games were all 
rained out.
The Lady Hornets were 

slated to  play Emerald this 
past Monday, and at South-
side Christian yesterday.
Dixie is scheduled to play 

at Crescent today--Wednes-
day, March 16, at 6 p.m.

The Dixie jayvees will host 
McCormick Friday for a 
doubleheader beginning at 
5 p.m., Ferguson continued.

Sports & Recreation The Press and Banner
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By Henry E. Green
The Dixie High School 

softball team is off to a 
very good start, sporting a 
5-1 record as of Monday 
morning, according to Dixie 
coach Samantha Ferguson.
The Lady Hornets won 

the Greenwood Christian 
preseason tournament re-
cently, defeating Abbeville 
5-2, Wardlaw Academy 
15-0, and Strom Thurmond 
5-4 on the way to the cham-
pionship.

Softball

Dixie’s Lady Hornets 
off to good start

Noah Cape sporting his Gold Medal from the SCYWA State Championship with his 
Coach Daniel Roberts. (Photo contributed)

Pictured (l to r): Jase Roberts, Coach Daniel Roberts and Noah Roberts showing off their 
hardware from the tournaments. (Photo contributed)

By Henry E. Green
You can’t argue with Moth-

er Nature.
Abbeville High School 

played only one game in 
varsity baseball action last 
week, with the Panthers de-
feating Dixie 4-0 on Monday, 
March 7, in Abbeville, said 
AHS head baseball coach 

Daniel Little.
The other games sched-

uled for that week were all 
rained out, and rescheduled 
for later in the season.

The Panthers will play 
Ware Shoals on March 23 
and Clinton on March 28, 
Little continued.

The Abbeville High School 
baseball team was sched-
uled to travel to Dixie 
this past Monday--March 
14--before traveling to Whit-
mire Wednesday, March 16, 
for a 6 p.m. contest, and then 
Friday the Panthers will host 
Greenwood Christian at 6 
p.m., the coach said.

Washed away
Inclement weather limits Abbeville 
High School varsity baseball action

Submitted by 
Bill Glace 

The Panther Club Wres-
tling Team had two young 
wrestlers compete in tour-
naments on March 5th and 
6th. Noah Cape wrestled 
in the SCYWA State Quali-
fier where he walked away 
with 2 wins both coming by 
pin and a Gold Medal for 
winning the 8 and under 
heavyweight weight class. 
He wrestled on March 12th 
at the SCYWA State Tour-

nament. Noah again came 
home with the gold medal 
as champion for his weight 
class. Noah pinned both of 
his opponents in 27 seconds 
and 35 seconds in route to 
claim his gold medal.  Jase 
Roberts competed in two 
divisions at the SCYWA 
Rookie State Championship 
Tournament. Jase fought 
valiantly on the mat to earn 
7 wins with 3 pins and 4 
wins by decision (points) 
and walked away with Two 

The Panther Club Wrestling 
Team competed in SCYWA 
Tournaments  

Gold Medals. 
Another young man from 

Abbeville who competed at 
State is Matthew New. Mat-
thew competed for Team 
Bear out of Belton-Ho-
nea Path and wrestled at 
the SCYWA Rookie State 
Championship as well. 
Matthew also wrestled in 
two divisions at the tour-
nament and walked away 
with 5 wins, all coming by 
pin, and taking home Two 
Gold Medals. 

Dixie pounds Hawks 
in baseball, 14-1

By Henry E. Green
The Dixie High School 

baseball team had a good 
week, said Dixie varsity 
baseball coach Michael 
Turner.
Dixie lost 4-0 to AHS at 

Abbeville, but the Hornets 
bounced back, playing 
Friday at home in Due 
West against Greenwood 
Christian, and defeated the 
Hawks, 14-1.
Michael Ashley was the 

winning pitcher,” he said. 
Ashley struck out six, walked 
three, and gave up one run, 
and two hits.

The Hornets, meanwhile, 
pounded out seven hits.
The top hitters for Dixie 

were Brandon Hershberger, 
who was two for two with an 
RBI; Kendon Kelley, who 
was three for three, with a 
double and two RBIs, and 
Staten Rice, who was two 
for three with one RBI.
Turner praised his team 

for playing on a wet, wet 
day. “I’m proud of how 
they handled the weather 
conditions,” he said. “It was 
rainy-- it was nasty.”
“The Emerald game got 

rained out,” he said, refer-

ring to a contest which had 
been slated for March 8.
Dixie was slated to host 

AHS this past Monday--
March 14.
“We start Region play this 

week as well,” he said.

The Hornets were slated to 
visit High Point yesterday, 
and then High Point will 
come to Due West for a 6 
p.m. game with the Hornets  
on Friday, March 18.

“Our overall record is 4-2,” 
he said, noting that this in-
cludes the preseason.



The Tuck Cup: “Helping chil-
dren in need in memory of our 
great friend” 

trophy was on display that 
proudly reads 
The Tuck Cup
Helping children in need in 

memory of our great friend
Each year the trophy will be 

engraved with the winners 
and will remain on display 
in the General Store of the 
park. On the back of the 
trophy there is also a place 
for an Honorary Winner. 
The teams vote on the 
recipient of this award and 
this year it will read Tuck 
and Cheeseburger, “no man 
fishes alone”. 
Stewart plans to continue 

this tournament annually 
and has already discussed 
new rules and plans for the 
coming years. He says that 
he hopes to always keep it 
an invitational so that the 
focus never changes, but 
that he would love to see it 
grow amongst people that 
share the same desire to 
help. Although growth is 
always a great goal, the first 
year is something to proud 
of with over $10,000 being 
raised in the two days. 

To continue with Tucker’s 
memory, the raised mon-
ies will be delivered to the 
Shriner’s Hospital on March 
16th. 

PLACE YOUR AD IN PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

Classifieds & Legals
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
All persons having claims against the following 
estates MUST file their claims on FORM 
#371PC  with the Probate Court of ABBEVILLE 
COUNTY, the address of which is 903 WEST 
GREENWOOD ST., SUITE 2300 ABBEVILLE, 
SC 29620, within eight (8) months after the date 
of the first publication of this Notice to Creditors 
or within one (1) year from date of death, which-
ever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et seq.), or such 
persons shall be forever barred as to their claims. 
All claims are required to be presented in written 
statements on the prescribed form (FORM 
#371PC) indicating the name and address of the 
claimant, the basis of claim, the amount claimed, 
the date when the claim will become due, the 
nature of any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.

HELP WANTED
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER 
JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for 
only $375. Your 25-word classi-
fied ad will reach more than 2.1 
million readers.  Call Randall 
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper 
Network, 1-888-727-7377. 	                              	
                                                3/16;sw

AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION 
in 99 S.C. newspapers for only 
$375. Your 25-word classified ad 
will reach more than 2.1 million 
readers.  Call Randall Savely at 
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 
1-888-727-7377.                                    3/16;sw

Addison For Congress : Now 
Hiring & Training Campaign 
Workers, Fund Raisers, Poll 
Watchers, Voter Registration 
Aides, Absentee Ballot Work-
er addisonforcongress.com 
803-269-3443                     3/16;sw

Estate: Steven Ray Charping
Date of Death: 02/10/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100051
Personal Representative: Candice M. Charping
Address: 64 Whip O Will Road Abbeville, SC 
29620    		                             3/2;3tc

Estate: Melvin Scott Lane
Date of Death: 01/15/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100052
Personal Representative: Sandra Terese Lee
Address: 1307 Oak Drive Pendleton, SC 29670    	
	                                                         3/2;3tc

Estate: Sara Johnson Cartledge
Date of Death: 05/03/2021
Case Number: 2021ES0100158
Personal Representative: Sara Jo Sherard
Address: 126 Woodland Way Abbeville, SC 29620   	
	                                                         3/9;3tc

Estate: Vester Gene Gable
Date of Death: 02/23/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100059
Personal Representative: Douglas Aaron Gable
Address: 29 Troy Road, Abbeville, SC 29620   	
	                                                         3/9;3tc

Large Construction-Truck-Farm 
Tractors Auction. Thursday, 
March 31st 8AM Lumberton, 
NC. 10% Buyers Premium. See 
Meekinsauction.com NCLN 
858                                                          3/16;sw

Big Estate Auction. Saturday 
March 19th, 2022 at 9:30 AM. 
437 Judyville Rd. Norway, S.C. 
29113. Tractors, Vintage Autos, 
50 Plus Hit N Miss Engines, 
Hydraulic Car Lifts, Welders, 
Nice Shop Equipment,100’s of 
Tools, Metal Lathes, Well Drill-
ing Parts, Generators, Air Com-
pressors, Welding Equipment, 
Iron Store Safes, Shotguns, 
Country Store Antiques, Glass-
ware, Furniture, etc. View Pho-
tos www.cogburnauction.com. 
(803) 860-0712.                          3/16;sw

Estate: James Bruce Wilson
Date of Death: 1/26/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100061
Personal Representative: Gloria Jean Wilson 
Address: 80 Red Bird Lane, Abbeville, SC 29620 	
                                                                                  3/16;3tc

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that Saxon’s Hotdogs 
LLC intends to apply to the South Carolina 
Department of Revenue for a license/permit 
that will allow the sale and on premises 
consumption of Beer/Wine at 381 Hwy 
72 W Abbeville, SC 29620. To object to 
the issuance of this permit/license, written 
protest must be postmarked no later than 
April 5, 2022. For a protest to be valid, it 
must be in writing, and should include the 
following information:
(1) The name, address, and telephone 

number of the person filing the protest;
(2) The specific reasons why the application 

should be denied;
(3) That the person protesting is willing to 

attend a hearing (if one is requested by 
the applicant);

(4) That the person protesting resides in 
the same county where the proposed 
place of business is located or within 
five miles of the business; and,

(5) The name of the applicant and the ad-
dress of the business to be licensed.

Protests must be mailed to: S.C. Department 
of Revenue, ABL SECTION, P.O. Box 
125, Columbia, SC 29214-0907; or email 
to ABL@dor.sc.gov

3/16;3t

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that DJK Wings 
LLC aka Brittany Bice intends to apply to 
the South Carolina Department of Revenue 
for a license/permit that will allow the sale 
and on premises consumption of Beer, Wine 
& Liquor at 101 S. Main St. Abbeville, 
SC 29620. To object to the issuance of 
this permit/license, written protest must be 
postmarked no later than April 8, 2022. For a 
protest to be valid, it must be in writing, and 
should include the following information:
(1) The name, address, and telephone 

number of the person fi ling the protest;
(2) The specifi c reasons why the application 

should be denied;
(3) That the person protesting is willing to 

attend a hearing (if one is requested by 
the applicant);

(4) That the person protesting resides in 
the same county where the proposed 
place of business is located or within 
fi ve miles of the business; and,

(5) The name of the applicant and the ad-
dress of the business to be licensed.

Protests must be mailed to: S.C. Department 
of Revenue, ABL SECTION, P.O. Box 
125, Columbia, SC 29214-0907; or email 
to ABL@dor.sc.gov

3/16;3tp

Above the water
Lake Russell Hustle takes participants across Lake Russell dam

By Henry E. Green
It may be the best dam 

race on either side of the 
Savannah River.
The Lake Russell Hustle 

was held Saturday at the 
Lake Russell dam, with a 
Calhoun Falls Charter junior 
and a Georgia accountant 
emerging as the top fin-
ishers.
Presented by the Lake 

Russell Recreation and 
Tourism Coalition, the 5K 
event attracted about 40 
participants.
Quade Lindler was the top 

male finisher, and the top 
female finisher was Susan 
Caldwell of Oglethorpe 
County, Georgia.
Lindler, who finished with a 

time of 18:57, won the state 
championship in the 800 

meter run last year.
The Calhoun Falls Charter 

student is a veteran partic-
ipant of the Lake Russell 
Hustle, and he typically 
takes part every year.
Caldwell, meanwhile, fin-

ished with a time of 39:40. 
An accountant, she has 
been participating in running 
events for several years.
The participants included 

the Mayor of Calhoun Falls, 
Terrico Holland.
“This is my first time” par-

ticipating in the Lake Russell 
Hustle, he said.
In the past, the 5K event 

was held at the Blue Hole 
recreation area on the out-
skirts of Calhoun Falls, but 
this year’s event featured 
a new location, with par-
ticipants making their way 

across the Lake Russell 
dam.
It was a Hustle that crossed 

state lines. Participants 
gathered in a parking lot just 
south of Calhoun Falls, and 
boarded a bus which took 
them to the Georgia side of 
Lake Russell, where the 5K 
event started. 
They crossed the dam and 

finished at the parking lot 
where they had boarded 
the bus, and medals were 
awarded to the top finishers 
in various age categories.
It all took place on a cold, 

windy day which made the 
waves on the lake choppy.

The Coalition, a nonprofit 
organization, promotes 
recreational opportunities 
on  Lake Russell.

Susan Caldwell of Geor-
gia was the top female fin-
isher in the march 12 Lake 
Russell Hustle, a 5K event. 
(Staff photo by Henry E. 
Green)

The Lake Russell Hustle, a 5K event, took participants across the Lake Russell dam. 
The March 12 event was presented by the Lake Russell Recreation and Tourism Coalition. 
(Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Calhoun Falls Charter ju-
nior Quade Lindler was the 
top male finisher in the re-
cent Lake Russell Hustle. 
(Staff photo by Henry E. 
Green)

including men, women, and 
children) left out early each 
morning with the goal of 
catching the largest weight 
amongst a select number 
of fish. Weigh-in was held 
promptly each day at the 
boat ramp inside Hester’s 
Bottoms. Although the goal 
was to win, this tournament 
was different than most in 
the area. The purpose of 
this weekend was to honor 
a friend by raising money 
for the Shriner’s Hospital. 
Everyone gladly donated 
an entrance fee knowing 
that bragging rights were 
all they’d take home. At the 
end of weigh-in on Saturday 
afternoon, the tournament 
was complete with live mu-
sic from The Carter Lybrand 
Band out of Columbia and 
memorabilia for purchase 
from the first tournament. 
The celebration went well 
into the evening with many 
from the community coming 
to show their support and to 
make generous donations 
and joining in for a fish fry 
afterwards. 
This year’s winning team 

went to husband and wife, 
Josh and Noel Martin who 
led both days. Second 
place was Keith Stewart 
and Knocker Horne. A large 

Submitted by 
Lindsey Jones

“Helping children in need in 
memory of our great friend” 

During the first week of 
March, the RVs were hauled, 
the boats were packed, and 
the coolers were full as 
family and friends gathered 
to raise funds in memory of 
one of their beloved. Tom-
my Tucker; lovingly known 
as “T-Tommy-Turtle-Tuck” 
passed away on March 
16, 2018. Since that time, 
Tommy’s daughter, Lindsey 
Jones, and his longtime 
friend, Keith Stewart, have 
worked together to reopen 
Hester’s Bottoms Camp-
ground in Mt. Carmel, SC. 
Keith, having fished many 
times with “Tuck”, decided 
shortly after the reopening 
that he wanted to properly 
honor his friend with a Crap-
pie tournament fundraiser. 
After many months of 

planning and organizing, he 
did exactly that. On March 
4th and 5th, the weather 
was beautiful, and the 
1st Annual Tuck Cup was 
underway on Lake Strom 
Thurmond (also known 
as Clark’s Hill). Thirteen 
teams (a total of 30 people 
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Prepare 
for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(833) 958-3142

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!

Classifieds

25% 
Off!

Sale on All            
Wood Burning Stoves                                               

435 ByPass 72 NW | Greenwood, SC | (864) 223-1660

& Gas Logs

NO SHADE

Licensed

Free Estimates

Tree removal, trimming,
Underbrushing, stump grinding,

Bush hogging, etc.

TREE SERVICE

Jeff Price 

NO 

tree

too

tall,

NO

job

too

small
(864) 446-8842
(864) 378-6077

Stan the Handyman

Call (864) 378-4423

• Home Remodel • Room additions • Carpentry
• Dry Wall • Windows • Doors • Roofs 
• Decks • Vinyl siding 
• Other small jobs

(864) 378-4423 
(864) 446-2705

Experienced Handyman specializing in:

ANYTIME  DRYWALL
Call Bryan Langley at 864-992-0057

Specializing in Ceiling Texture Removal & 
Painting, Water Damage, Drywall Repair, 
Wallpaper Removal, Skimming, Hanging, 
Finishing & All Repairs. 

Serving the Lakelands Area

Licensed & Insured
6/5;52t

SANDBLASTING 
OF THE 

CAROLINAS, LLC

Marlin Overholt

864-378-1604

FREE ESTIMATES

Bowen Painting
Interior-Exterior

20 Years Experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Rickey Bowen
864-379-3476

tfc

Senior Living Apartments
For those 62+

(Rent based on income)
WOODVIEW APARTMENTS

1 Woodview Lane, Abbeville, SC
864-459-4409

One bedroom apartments available

6/
16
tfc

Accepting Applications
1 and 2 bedroom apartments

RENT BASED ON INCOME
Located at 104 Oakland Avenue, Abbeville

Appliances, water and sewer included

Call 864-366-9258
Equal Housing Opportunity, Handicap Accessible 3/

10
tfc

ABBEvIllE ARMS ApARTMENTSHIGDON’S
Septic Cleaning Service, LLC

379-8900
Special izing in Septic 
Tank and Grease Trap 

Pumping/Cleaning

Serving Abbevil le County & 
surrounding areas.

Kendall Swartzentruber - Owner/Operator 10/4;tfc

Home Improvement
SCHWARTZ

• Vinyl Railing • Vinyl Boxing & Siding
• Seamless Gutters
• Leafguard
• Replacement Windows
• Sunrooms/Screenrooms
• Decks
• Bathrooms
• Floor Bracing
• Church Steeple Restoration

Call David for all your
home improvement

needs at 864-378-4652,  
379-8486

42 Years Experience - Licensed, Bonded & Insured

B u s i n e s s / S e r v i c e  DirectoryList 
     With Us       
           Today

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children. 
Accepting Trucks, Motorcycles 
& RVs, too! Fast Free Pickup 
– Running or Not - 24 Hour 
Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation - Call (888) 515-3810	

	                                            3/16;sw

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  844-524-2197	
		                        3/16;sw

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-397-
7030 www.dental50plus.com/60 
#6258		                       3/16;sw

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Become 
a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI!  Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 855-965-0799 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET).   	                     3/16;sw

INTERNET/TV

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-855-724-
3001.	                                            3/16;sw

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12months. 
Stream on 20 devices at once 
in your home. HBO Max FREE 
for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) Call for more details 
today! (some restrictions ap-
ply) Call IVS 1-855-237-9741.  
3/16;sw

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 1-844-
624-1107.	                                     3/16;sw

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devic-
es. Call today! 1-877-542-0759 	
		                3/16;sw

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-877-649-
9469.		                3/16;sw

FOR SALE
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!  
844-254-3873	                             3/16;sw

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! CALL 
1-855-928-2915	                             3/16;sw

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-844-775-
0366	                                           3/16;sw

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-888-655-2175	                      3/16;sw

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
875-2449. 	                 3/16;sw

U p  t o  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  o f 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company - 855-837-7719 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/scan  3/16;sw

Business for Sale - Aiken/N. 
Augusta. High income potential. 
Recoup investment in 2 years 
with existing clients. Owner 
financing available, 615-406-
2605.	                            3/23tfnc

BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE
For Lease - Warehouse space, 
2200 sq. ft., located in Abbev-
ille - $400.00 per month. Call 
366-2500.     	              11/25tfc

For Sale - We Buy Houses and 
Land. Need to sell fast? Cash 
paid. 864-378-0308.            7/2;tfc

ADVERTISE YOUR VACA-
TION PROPERTY FOR RENT 
OR SALE to more than 2.1 mil-
lion S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will 
appear in 99 S.C. newspapers 
for only $375. Call Randall 
Savely at the South Carolina 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.	              3/16;sw

GOLD/SILVER
Cash Paid for Gold and Silver 
- Silver coins 1964 and earlier.  
We also pay cash for Sterling 
Silverware. Call 864-378-
7420.		                 7/4tfc

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally 
installed gutter guards protect 
your gutters and home from 
debris and leaves forever! For a 
FREE Quote call: 877-324-3132
		                 3/16;sw

Need someone to feed/walk 
your dog or feed your cat/take 
care of litter? Call 864-366-5461 
and ask for Amanda. References 
available upon request. No 
boarding or overnight stays. 
Price negotiable.                          3/9;tfc

PET SITTING

PUBLIC AUCTION
Contents of storage units 
(personal and household) 
listed below WILL BE SOLD to 
the highest bidder at Bypass 
Storage, 712 Hwy. 28 Bypass, 
Abbeville, SC on March 25th 
at 9:00 am:
Unit #120 - Belinda Marks
Unit #122 - Jonathan Elmore
Unit #501 - Farrakhan Galloway
Unit #506 - Rashaun Thomas
Unit #511 - Bessie Bowie
TO PREVENT SALE, accounts 
must be current by deadline at 
5:00 pm on Friday, March 25th. 
Call 378-0352 for amount due. 
                                                                 3/9;2tc

Tuesday, March 22, 2022 is 
the last day to redeem winning 
tickets in the following South 
Carolina Education Lottery 
Instant Games: (SC1274) 
LUCKY CORNERS; (SC1311) 
GOLDEN 10S                       3/16;sw

• Seamless Gutters    • Gutter Guards
• Soffit and Fascia       • French Drains

• Underground Drains

Joe Yoder 864-828-2383
premiergutterservice@icloud.com

3/16;18tc
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