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From the editors desk 

  We are fi nally here! Holidays, and Christ-
mas and New Year all in one! 
  Firstly, an apology to Tim Baynham in last 
month’s edi� on (on scorpions) for men� on-
ing a upcoming series on ‘many this poison-
ous’ – that should have read ‘many things 
venomous’! Bush 101 mistake!
  Secondly, our thoughts and prayers also 
go out to all those eff ected by the ‘tornado’ 
in the Essex area – those injured and the 
farmers that have lost crops. Nature can be 
a vicious and powerful adversary when it 
wants.
  
The hospital
  It is also important to fi nd out what’s hap-
pening with our hospital – which is what 
we did. The construc� on of the Hoedspruit 
Hospital is now well underway, and, despite 
a few setbacks, overall progress has been 
steady. The Bulk Earthworks started on 7 
June 2023 and building works on 14 August 
2023. There are currently 18 management 
staff  and 157 laborers on site.

  Inclement weather condi� ons have im-
pacted on progress with 13 rain days be-
tween 27 September and 21 November. 
There were also 13 days of excessive heat 
between 4 October and 23 November with 
a high of 46 degrees recorded on 21 Octo-
ber.
  Key appointments have now been made 
for electrical installa� on, structural steel, 
plumbing, mini substa� ons and roof sheet-
ing. Domes� c subcontractors were ap-
pointed for formwork, sundry metalworks, 
steel door frames and � mber doors. Ap-
pointments are s� ll pending for medical 
gas, air-condi� oning, aluminium doors and 
windows, and mechanical. 
  Despite some delays and challenges, the 
construc� on of the Hoedspruit Hospital is 
progressing very well and s� ll on track for 
hand-over by 31 July 2024. Vigilant man-
agement, strategic recovery plans, and 
ongoing communica� on and liaison with 
subcontractors have been crucial and will 
con� nue to ensure project progress and 
success.
  
Ambulance Ini� a� ve
  A CPF ini� a� ve has been ac� oned follow-
ing on an incident (suspected heart a� ack) 
of a resident in Hoedspruit needing to be 
transported urgently to Nelspruit by am-
bulance and no ambulance being available. 
Discussions will be taking place on having 
an ambulance depot being established in 
Hoedspruit. This would conveniently fall in 
with the new hospital being opened, and 

           Disclaimer: 
  The opinions expressed in the Kru-
ger2Canyon News are strictly those 
of the authors. Opinions are based on 
information that the authors consider 
to be reliable. They do not purport to 
reflect the opinions or views of the 
Kruger2Canyon News or its publisher, 
editor, staff, or members. The designa-
tions employed in this publication and 
the presentation of material therein, 
do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever, nor do they war-
rant completeness and accuracy, on 
the part of the Kruger2Canyon News, 
the publisher, or editor.

Mark Bishop - Editor

ensure that the town has enough ambu-
lances to cope with poten� al demand. We 
look forward to following up on this proac-
� ve ini� a� ve by the CPF.
  
Jus� ce
  Good news on the conserva� on front – 
three poachers were sentenced in the Sku-
kuza Regional Court on 6 December to an 
eff ec� ve six to eight years for rhino poach-
ing related criminal ac� vi� es. They were 
arrested in 2017 in the Kruger Park driving 
a hired vehicle that upon inspec� on con-
tained a high calibre hun� ng rifl e, ammuni-
� on, and backpacks of food. A fourth sus-
pect was sentenced back in August 2023. 
Happy to see the wheels of jus� ce turning, 
albeit slowly.
  
Hoedspruit – a provincial winner!
  On a happy and proud note – Hoedspruit 
emerged as the provincial winner for the 
best small town in Limpopo to visit in a Dai-
ly Maverick ‘survey’. Hoedspruit was noted 
for its community spirit, safari, ac� vi� es, 
and plain natural beauty. Well done to the 
‘Hoed’!
  So, as we get that end-of-year spirit up and 
running, we at the Kruger2Canyon News 
ask that you all be vigilant and safe over 
this � me, and we look forward to 2024 and 
what the year brings.
  Happy Christmas and happy New Year to 
all!

            CAMPING TRAILER RENTALS

Contact Pam: 083 3062434
www.trailpac.co.za

1. What fashion did Gen Ambrose Burnside start in the American Civil War?
2. In what village do Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn live?
3. What opera’s story is about a female cigar factory worker?
4. ‘E’ is the interna� onal car registra� on plate for which country?
5. USA has most roads, what country has second most?
6. In the Chinese calendar what year follows monkey?
7. What river fl ows through/borders nine countries and four capitals?
8. What does the word ‘desert’ (from la� n desertus) translate as?
9. In August of 1861, The Times carried the world’s fi rst what?
10. What is a kakapo?
11. Part of the human body can expand 20 � mes its res� ng size? 
12. In the 1920s Dr Ida Rolf developed ‘rolfi ng’ as what alterna� ve therapy?
13. Which dinosaurs name translates as speedy predator?
14. The price of 1kg went from USD63 to USD260 in 1976 when sale of what became 

illegal?

15. The island of Yap has the world’s largest what? 
16. Which tennis player was sued by his fan club?
17. What is a chemically castrated cock called? 
18. Nessus’s poisoned blood killed Hercules - what was Nessus?
19. Eva Shain was the fi rst woman to do what?
20. Ben Franklin ‘suggested’ it - Britain tried it in 1916 - what was it?
21. In which country is Mount Aspiring Na� onal Park?
22. Herbert Spencer coined which phrase, wrongly a� ributed to Darwin? 
23. What country’s days include Fire Day, Water Day and Wood Day?
24. What city has the longest metro system?
25. Yoga (the medita� on) is a Sanskrit word meaning what?
26. What was invented 1903 - patented 1906 G C Beilder?
27. Which Sci-Fi author invented the idea of the communica� on satellite? 
28. What country consumes the most coal each year?
29. What was Hebe the goddess of?
30. What would an anemometer measure?
        Answers on page 12

Trivia ques� ons

Birds eye view of the new hospital 
construction site (left) and the inte-
rior of one of the buildings (above)
                                   Images supplied
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Wildlife economies have power to extend Africa’s bio-
diversity conserva� on and help curb climate change

According to the authors, conventional protected areas are unlikely to conserve the 
land area necessary to curb the extinction of plants and animals, and secure the eco-
system services. Photos: Unsplash / Nadine Venter | Janine Joles | EPA / Nic Bothma

Francis Vorhies, Hayley Clements and Wise-
man Ndlovu

  Sustainable use of wild meat value chains 
contributes to carbon sequestra� on and lo-
cal climate regula� on. Wildlife economies 
have more diverse revenue streams than 
conven� onal agriculture. Boos� ng wild 
meat consump� on will help rewilding and 
restoring landscapes.
  Conven� onal protected areas are unlikely to 
conserve the land area necessary to curb the 
ex� nc� on of plants and animals and secure 
the ecosystem services on which millions of 
people across Africa depend. Diff erent na-
ture-friendly wildlife enterprises are one way 
in which this footprint can be extended to 
achieve conserva� on outcomes and mi� gate 
climate impact.
  One of the objec� ves at COP28 was how to 
implement the 30×30 target to tackle climate 
change, which represents the commitment 
of governments to conserve, protect, and 
restore at least 30% of the planet’s land and 
ocean by 2030.
  The Africa chapter of the latest report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
highlights the signifi cance of ecosystem ser-
vices to African people and the risks present-
ed by climate change. For example, based on 
a fossil-fuel development scenario, 1.2 billion 
African people are predicted to be nega� vely 
aff ected by water pollu� on due to reduced 
water quality regula� on by ecosystems; 27 
million by reduced coastal risk mi� ga� on by 
ecosystems and 1.5 billion by lost crop pro-
duc� on due to reduced wild pollinators. The 
number of people nega� vely aff ected by di-
minished ecosystem services reduces to 0.4 
billion, 22 million and 0.7 billion respec� vely 
under a sustainable development scenario.
  Conserving Africa’s biodiversity and the 
ecosystem services it provides should there-
fore be central to climate change responses, 
given the high dependence of people on 
these services. 

  Research shows that there will be reduced 
species representa� on in African protected 
areas due to climate-induced range shi� s, 
with range shi� s impeded by increasing land 
transforma� on and fencing. Research further 
predicts that conserving 30% of sub-Saharan 
Africa’s land area could reduce aggregate ex-
� nc� on risk of plants and vertebrates across 
the con� nent by up to 68.6%. Conven� onal 
protected areas are unlikely to meet this 30% 
goal, given resource constraints of African 
governments and the importance of access 
to land and its resources for sustainable liveli-
hoods.
  
Wildlife economies
  Africa needs to increase the extent of con-
served ecosystems to mi� gate biodiversity 
loss under climate change and needs comple-
mentary conserva� on strategies to mi� gate 
the eff ects of climate change on biodiversity. 
Wildlife economies present one such strat-
egy — increasing the extent of conserved 
ecosystems and their connec� vity, while also 
contribu� ng to livelihoods and food security 
through sustainable wildlife use (hun� ng, har-
ves� ng, meat) and tourism. 
  Ecosystem-Based Adapta� on interven� ons 
comprise a third of all na� onally determined 
contribu� ons in Africa. Such interven� ons can 
promote both climate change mi� ga� on and 
adapta� on simultaneously. 
  Wildlife economies are one example of such 
an interven� on, since they:

• have been shown to be more viable 
than livestock in low rainfall areas 
(which span much of Africa’s open 
ecosystems), par� cularly under cli-
mate change; and

• can increase soil carbon sequestra-
� on through rewilding.

  African Wildlife Economy Ins� tute (AWEI) 
research also shows that wildlife economies 
have more diverse revenue streams than con-
ven� onal agriculture which builds their resil-
ience to disturbance and change. 

  Policy changes in South Africa will accelerate 
the prospects of success for such interven-
� ons. A newly gaze� ed game meat strategy 
paper is set to transform and formalise the 
game meat industry, enabling big retail out-
lets to put more wildlife meat on shelves. At 
the moment only about 10% of game meat is 
formally marketed through retail outlets. 
  The strategy paper says it aims “to create a 
formalised game meat industry and achieve 
economies of scale necessary for commercial 
ventures based on game meat produc� on, 
harves� ng, distribu� on and marke� ng”.
  
Restoring landscapes
  The AWEI (African Wildlife Economy Ins� -
tute) at Stellenbosch University is promot-
ing wildlife economies to restore/rewild and 
conserve African landscapes. This includes 
developing wild meat value chains, liberalis-
ing intra-African trade in wild meat, and pro-
viding decision support tools for developing 
viable wildlife enterprises. Further, there are 
opportuni� es to align biodiversity conserva-
� on, climate responses, and livelihoods in 
developing Africa’s ‘blue economy’ including 
ocean-based climate change mi� ga� on. 
  AWEI research supports the argument that 
commercial interests and scaling of wild meat 
consump� on present a unique opportunity 
for rewilding and restoring landscapes. Thus, 
sustainable use of wild meat translates to the 
protec� on and expansion of wildlife habitats 
with triple eff ects on biodiversity (e.g., rein-
troduc� on of insects, vegeta� on, well-man-
aged landscapes in care of animal habitats, 
etc.). 
  This supports the decision on sustainable 
wildlife management adopted at COP14, 
and supports using voluntary guidance for a 
sustainable wild meat sector. It also seeks to 
promote the sustainability of supply at the 
source, managing the demand along the en-
� re value chain, and crea� ng the enabling 
condi� ons for legal, sustainable management 
of terrestrial wild meat in tropical and sub-

tropical habitats.
  Developing a sustainable use of wild meat 
value chains across the con� nent is a game 
changer as it contributes to not only land-
scape restora� on but also helps mi� gate cli-
mate impact through carbon sequestra� on, 
local climate regula� on and improved water 
management.
  In this regard, AWEI’s approach to sustain-
able use as an area-based conserva� on mea-
sure off ers a pathway to implemen� ng land-
scape-based climate responses in support of 
both UN Framework Conven� on on Climate 
Change and Conven� on on Biological Diver-
sity objec� ves. 
  This includes the recently launched Global 
Biodiversity Framework and, notably, its 
target to: “Minimise the impact of climate 
change and ocean acidifi ca� on on biodiver-
sity and increase its resilience through mi� ga-
� on, adapta� on, and disaster risk reduc� on 
ac� ons, including through nature-based so-
lu� ons and/or ecosystem-based approaches, 
while minimising nega� ve and fostering posi-
� ve impacts of climate ac� on on biodiversity.”
  In line with COP28’s core theme, of “invest-
ing in climate solu� ons by commi�  ng and in-
vestments in nature-posi� ve projects, policies 
and prac� ces” AWEI research opens doors for 
iden� fying investment op� ons that support 
successful scaling of diff erent nature friendly 
wildlife enterprises to achieve conserva� on 
outcomes and mi� gate climate impact.

Dr Francis Vorhies is the Director and Co-
Founder of AWEI.
Dr Hayley Clements is Senior Researcher at 
Stellenbosch University and University of 
Helsinki, and a Research Chair at AWEI.
Dr Wiseman Ndlovu is a postdoctoral re-
search fellow at AWEI at Stellenbosch Uni-
versity.
This arti cle was previously published in the 
Daily Maverick – Our Burning Planet.

Giraff e populations have declined by 40% in the last 30 years, and there are now fewer 
than 70,000 mature individuals left in the wild. Photo: Simon Marks / Bloomberg via 
Getty Images
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The lack of mathema� cal profi ciency in our society 
today-a counter-cyclical twist in this struggle off ers 
hope
 An ingenious mathema� cal game based 
on dominoes has been created and devel-
oped here in Hoedspruit by Thias Taute. 
This game will surely help bridge that gap 
for individuals, taking them from bor-
derline mathema� cal illiteracy to math-
ema� cal profi ciency – sorely needed in a 
country where almost 50% of learners are 
failing mathema� cs in Grade 12. Kruger-
2Canyon News reports, and is the proud 
media sponsor of this ini� a� ve.

  Achievement in mathema� cs in South Afri-
ca has been of massive concern for the last 
25 years. Various ar� cles discuss this mat-
ter, and mul� ple interna� onal assessments 
place South Africa amongst the worst-per-
forming countries in the world. Our own 
Na� onal Senior Cer� fi cate results indicate 
a system failing to educate the learners 
successfully in the basics of mathema� cs, 
with a signifi cant fallout of around 50% 
between Grades 1 and 12. A minimal num-
ber of learners achieve a compe� � ve pass 
in mathema� cs at the end of their school 
career. Sadly, of the 10% of all matriculants 
who take mathema� cs, even with the sig-
nifi cant fallout and a below-average pass 
rate of 30%, 50% of all the learners do not 
pass mathema� cs in Grade 12!
  Experiences in educa� on and training as 
a science and mathema� cs teacher, head-
master and adult trainer, gave Taute an 
insight into the disempowering nature of 
struggling with numbers. This extended 
from learners who could not count and do 
basic arithme� c, which leads to a lack of 
confi dence and mo� va� on to learn, to very 
limited career opportuni� es a� er school, to 
people who could not and cannot prevent 
their exploita� on in a shop or business deal 
because of an inability to make basic calcu-
la� ons. Many parents who want the best 
for their children cannot assist them be-
cause they do not have basic number skills. 
This is a daily experience for many, and it 
is what inspired and con� nues to inspire 
Taute to fi nd a solu� on to deal with this lack 
of mathema� cal profi ciency in our country!
  The DG Murray Trust website’s (h� ps://

dgmt.co.za/) descrip� on of solu� ons for 
these complex and persis� ng problems is 
thought-provoking:
  “Most South Africans are stuck in an in-
equality trap, with wealth concentrated 
in the hands of a few. Most are stuck in 
intergenerati onal loops of exclusion with 
few chances to escape. Breaking this cycle 
requires a fundamental change in life tra-
jectories. Think of a Möbius strip – just one 
twist in the circle allows you to trace a com-
pletely diff erent patt ern.Instead of being 
stuck inside a loop, you emerge on the out-
side. In the same way, escaping the inequal-
ity trap requires a fundamental twist to set 
South Africa on a new path. These funda-
mental changes are called counter-cyclical 

vs

twists, and they create an escape route out 
of the inequality trap.”
 numiknow™ is trying to be one of the 
‘counter-cyclical twists’ for mathema� cal 
profi ciency. The whole concept is based on 
dominoes, as an interac� ve and mo� va� ng 
compendium of games that enables anyone 
struggling with numbers to develop math-
ema� cal profi ciency enjoyably.
The Hoedspruit Hub (HH) and Kruger to 
Canyons Biosphere Region (K2CBR) got the 
opportunity to par� cipate, under the um-
brella of the Greater Stellenbosch Devel-
opment Trust, in a project funded by The 
Social Employment Fund that is part of the 
Presiden� al Employment S� mulus. The aim 
of this fund is to support organisa� ons that 

.

Domino The game Answer

do� a 10 and 5

adda 15

mina 5

multa 50

diva 0.5

perca 50%

fracta ½

The basics of numiknow™ games are the numbers presented by the dots on a dom-
ino These numbers can be used in basic mathematical operations (with fun names), 
to mentally calculate an answer.

create work serving the common good in 
the community. 
  Work packages comprised numiknow™ 
clubs, environmental clubs, environmental 
monitoring, and suppor� ng new and exist-
ing food gardens. 330 par� cipants were 
employed in the project, working in 47 
teams in 12 areas between Acornhoek and 
Sekororo.
  To assess the progress in mathema� cal 
profi ciency in the numiknow™ clubs, com-
pe� � ons between the par� cipants and 
learners have been ini� ated. These will take 
place at diff erent venues during January, 
March, and June of 2024.
  HH and K2CBR will organise the compe-
� � ons, the fi rst compe� � on of which will 
take place at the HH on 15 January 2024. 
Lowveld Academy and German S. Chiloane 
Secondary School will host the schools’ 
compe� � ons in March. Area teams will 
compete in numerous games that will be 
played.
  Spar in Hoedspruit and Acornhoek will pro-
vide prize money and printed compe� � on 
material. Blydevallei Boerdery, Landman 
Group, and BBI Packers will provide in-sea-
son produce as prizes. PostNet will provide 
limited free and discounted lamina� on op-
portuni� es to material that will be distrib-
uted to schools.
  Be sure to keep up to date over the next 
6 months with the progress of this inspira-
� onal and vital project, in further issues of 
the Kruger2Canyon News.
To contact Thias Taute about numiknow™ 
you can do so through the Hoedspruit Hub: 
079 502 4727 or on email thias@hoed-
spruithub.com

I have made these veggie burgers for many years. At many a burger braai these veggie pat-
� es have been hit, even with staunch meat-eaters. Once you fi nd your groove with them 
you can add diff erent ingredients, chickpeas work well as a replacement to the black beans. 
You can also add peppers, sweat potatoes and even cheese. Enjoy crea� ng you own signa-
ture burgers. This recipe makes 8 – 10 burger pa�  es

1 x small bu� ernut grated
3 - 4 courge� es grated
1 x � n black beans 1/3 lightly mashed.
1 x garlic clove crushed
2 x tsp garam masala
1 x tsp smoked paprika
1/3 cup chickpea fl our
Handful chopped parsley
 Salt and black pepper
 Olive oil for frying
Hamburger rolls 

Toppings, eg: mayonnaise, thinly sliced onions, cheese, sliced tomatoes, avocados, chilli, etc.
Combine all the ingredients. Keep turning the mixture to ensure the ingredients are well 
mixed. The moisture from the courge� es will start to combine with the chickpea fl our and 
this will bind the pa�  es together.
Allow to rest for 15 minutes. Prepare your rolls and favourite burger toppings.
Form pa�  es using your hands, compress the mixture fairly � ghtly, and shape to a fl at pa� y 
about 1 ½ cm thick.
Gently fry the burgers both sides on a medium heat. Don’t cook them to quickly as the veg 
needs to cook right through.
Once golden brown, pop onto your roll and add your toppings.
Cooked pa�  es keep really well in the fridge for a few days.

Veggie Diva’s scrump� ous veggie burgers
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Tim Baynham
Wildlife Safety Soluti ons

  In this week’s venomous creature feature 
we are s� cking with the scorpions. Being 
the summer months, and a� er ge�  ng 
some recent rain the scorpions have been 
ac� ve. I have been receiving almost daily 

The olive lesser-thicktail scorpion 
(Uroplectes olivaceus)

requests for iden� fi ca� ons, as well as get-
� ng regular reports of people being stung, 
so be sure to read to the end of this ar� cle 
for some useful � ps on how to reduce your 
risk of being stung.
  In this ar� cle we will have a closer look 
at the olive lesser-thicktail scorpion.  A 
species that it seems is o� en mistaken for 

the highly venomous Transvaal thicktail 
scorpion due to its coloura� on and rela-
� vely thick tail. They are also very similar 
in appearance to the golden-green, lesser 
thicktail scorpion (Uroplectes fl avoviridis) 
and these two species can be very diffi  cult 
to dis� nguish apart from each other.
  Olive lesser-thicktail scorpions are small 
scorpions that average about 5cm in length 
with the tail extended. The body coloura-
� on varies from black to bluish black. The 
legs and pincers are banded with light yel-
low to orange bands. The � ps of the pin-
cers and the legs joints are usually yellow 
to orange in colour.
  This species occurs in the far north-east-
ern part of South Africa, throughout the 
Lowveld, extending into south-eastern 
Zimbabwe and into southern Mozam-
bique. They are not that discerning when 
it comes to choosing a shelter and may 
be found under any manner of available 
surface debris such as rocks, leaf li� er, 
loose bark and building materials. They 
are known to fi nd their way into shoes, 
clothing, and bedding. Consequently, they 
are responsible for a fair number of enven-
oma� ons each year. Fortunately, although 
they have a painful s� ng, it is not consid-
ered medically signifi cant and s� ngs are 
treated symptoma� cally. 
  
Interes� ngly ….
  Scorpions are very interes� ng creatures. 
Most southern African scorpion species 
have eight eyes - two median eyes and 
two groups of three lateral eyes located at 
the front corners of the carapace. Scorpi-
ons do not have lungs like mammals. In-
stead, they have four pairs of book lungs, 
so named because they resemble the pag-
es in a book. During courtship behaviour 
males may manoeuvre the female 25m or 
more. A� er ma� ng the male departs or is 
some� mes eaten by the female. Gesta� on 
periods vary from just a few months to up 

to as much as 18 months in some species! 
The young stay with the female up un� l 
their fi rst moult. She carries them around 
on her back and can be very defensive of 
her young.
  
Reducing your risk of being stung

  Always use a torch when walking around 
at night and wear closed shoes. Shake 
out shoes before pu�  ng them on, par-
� cularly if they have been le�  outside for 
any length of � me. Always be conscious of 
where you are placing your hands. Wheth-
er it is grabbing some wood off  the wood 
pile for your Friday a� ernoon braai, or 
moving those storage boxes in the garage, 
wearing gloves when performing these 
kinds of tasks will off er an addi� onal layer 
of protec� on. Remember to shake out any 
items of clothing, towels, bags or any oth-
er kind of materials that may have been 
le�  lying on the ground. Keep doors and 
screen doors closed par� cularly at night 
to prevent scorpions from entering your 
home. There are o� en gaps under doors 
and it is very benefi cial to fi t aluminium 
door seals (dra�  stoppers) with the rubber 
strip to prevent scorpions and snakes from 
entering under the door. We live in an area 
where many homes and lodges have out-
door entertainment areas. It is advisable 
to always check pa� o furniture thoroughly 
before use.  

  For more informati on on venomous 
animals, awareness training and talks 
as well as a professional 24hrs problem 
snake rescue service, contact the author 
at Wildlife Safety Soluti ons: 073 934 6156; 
info@wildlifesafetysoluti ons.co.za; www.
wildlifesafetysoluti ons.co.za.

The olive lesser-thicktail scorpion                                                        Image supplied

AI perspecti ve ‘correspondent’

  In the relentless dance between humans 
and nature, global warming has emerged 
as an ominous partner, reshaping the con-
tours of our everyday existence. While its 
impact may not always be immediately vis-
ible, the tendrils of climate change subtly 
weave into the fabric of our lives, altering 
landscapes, economies, and the very air 
we breathe.
  One of the most tangible manifesta� ons 
of global warming is the shi� ing weather 
pa� erns that disrupt our daily rou� nes. Ex-
treme heatwaves, once rare occurrences, 
are becoming more commonplace, tes� ng 
the limits of our infrastructure, and push-
ing energy demands to unprecedented 
levels. For many, air condi� oning is no lon-
ger a luxury but a survival necessity. The 
agricultural sector, too, faces the brunt as 
changing temperatures disrupt tradi� onal 
growing seasons, aff ec� ng the availability 
and cost of the food on our tables.
  Rising sea levels, fuelled by the mel� ng 
polar ice caps, threaten coastal communi-
� es worldwide. Inhabitants of low-lying 
regions are confronted with the reality of 
reloca� on, as their homes are gradually 
engulfed by encroaching waters. Displace-
ment not only fractures communi� es but 
also imposes economic burdens as govern-
ments grapple with the costs of rese� le-

The invisible threat: How global warming 
stealthily alters our daily lives

ment and rebuilding infrastructure.
  Global warming isn’t confi ned to the out-
skirts of our ci� es or distant landscapes; it 
seeps into our urban spaces. Urban heat 
islands, characterized by signifi cantly 
higher temperatures in densely populated 
areas, intensify the impact of heatwaves. 
Pavements, buildings, and concrete sur-
faces absorb and radiate heat, turning our 
once-cool neighbourhoods into veritable 
hotspots. The consequences are felt acute-
ly by vulnerable popula� ons, especially the 
elderly and those with pre-exis� ng health 
condi� ons, as heat-related illnesses surge.
  Beyond the physical realm, global warm-
ing plays a covert role in altering our econ-
omies. Industries reliant on stable climate 
condi� ons, such as agriculture, fi sheries, 
and tourism, face unprecedented chal-
lenges. Unpredictable weather events dis-
rupt supply chains, leading to shortages 
and price vola� lity. The loss of biodiversity, 
driven in part by climate change, imperils 
ecosystems, diminishing the resources 
we rely on for medicines, food, and liveli-
hoods.
  However, amidst the challenges, there is 
a glimmer of hope. The growing awareness 
of global warming has spurred a collec� ve 
call to ac� on. Governments, businesses, 
and individuals are increasingly embracing 
sustainable prac� ces and renewable ener-
gy sources. From electric vehicles to eco-

friendly ini� a� ves, the global community 
is beginning to recognize the urgency of 
mi� ga� ng the impacts of climate change.
  In the face of this invisible threat, it is 
impera� ve that we confront the reality 
of global warming and act collec� vely to 

safeguard our planet. Our daily lives, intri-
cately connected to the delicate balance 
of the environment, depend on our ability 
to adapt, innovate, and forge a sustainable 
path forward.
Credit: ChatGPT, chat.openai.com

Image: Canva Pro
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The Night Adders

HOEDSPRUIT
WHERE SAVINGS ARE INSTANT,

WHERE FRIENDS MEET FOR COFFEE
and WHERE CARING IS PART OF 

OUR CULTURE

  KUDU STREET 53         HOEDSPRUIT 1380 015 7932305     HOEDSPRUIT1@RETAIL.SPAR.CO.ZA

Snouted night adder (above and above right)                                                                                                                       Image :Johan Marais

Luke Kemp
African Snakebite Insti tute

  There are two species of night adders in 
southern Africa, the common or rhombic 
night adder (Causus rhombeatus) and the 
snouted night adder (Causus defi lippii). 
  The common or rhombic night adder 
is widespread in the grasslands around 
Mpumalanga and Gauteng, extending into 
KwaZulu-Natal and along the coast about 
as far west as Swellendam in the Western 
Cape. Around Hoedspruit, this species is 
more restricted to the cooler and forested 
escarpment of the Mpumalanga Drakens-
berg and may be found above Kampersrus, 
Bushbuckridge and Hazeyview to White 
River. It is the larger of the two night adder 
species, averaging around 40 - 60cm but 
may reach a length of around a meter.
  In the ho� er lowveld areas, the dominant 
species is the smaller snouted night adder 
(Causus defi lippii). This species averages 
around 20 - 30cm with a maximum length 
of just over 40cm. The snouted night adder 
has a characteris� c upturned snout that 
gives it its common name. 
  Both species are brown to grey in colour 
with a series of dark blotches down the 
back and a single “V” marking on the back 
of the head, which is broader in the snout-
ed night adder. Despite the common name, 
night adders are usually more ac� ve dur-
ing the day but may be seen ac� ve around 
dusk, especially a� er hot days.
  Night adders are diff erent from typical 

adders, like the puff  adder, in that they lay 
eggs instead of giving birth to live young. 
Anywhere from 3 - 28 small eggs are laid in 
early summer, usually under a log or rock. 
The eggs take between 70 - 90 days to hatch 
depending on temperature – the warmer 
the temperature, the shorter the develop-
ment � me. The hatchlings measure just 
over 10cm. Night adders feed predominant-
ly on toads and other frogs, using the strong 
venom to rapidly immobilize the frog .
  Both species are venomous, although not 
deadly to humans. The venom causes pain 
and swelling that usually subsides a� er a 
few days. The larger common night adder 
has a greater venom yield and the bites are 
usually more painful. Bites to small children 
should be treated in a clinic or hospital. 
  Bites to dogs may be serious and a hand-
ful of deaths have been recorded. Dogs bit-
ten by a night adder should be taken to a 
vet as soon as possible. Night adders may 
be common around houses, where they 
may hide under piles of fi rewood or garden 
debris. These snakes may be quite irritable 
and are quick to bite if accidentally trod on 
or approached too closely. If you encounter 
an unwelcomed night adder in your garden 
or house, you can fi nd a local snake remov-
er on the free ASI SNAKES app the link to 
which is supplied below. 

Check out the website on www.africans-
nakebiteinsti tute.com – get your FREE App 
on the link htt p://bit.ly/snakebiteapp

Common night adder (above and below)                                        Image :Johan Marais
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Warning: brace yourselves for this beauty!

  A fairly rare deciduous tree, the carrot tree 
is indigenous, and is rela� vely widespread 
in tropical Africa and is found in Mali, Cam-
eroon and other regions of west Africa, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, and Eritrea in east Africa 
and in a variety of loca� ons in southern Af-
rica. This is the only South African species 
of the genus, as well as the only varietal oc-
curring here. 
  The name is a misnomer as the tree has 
nothing to do with carrots! The common 
name, carrot tree, refers to the strong car-
rot smell released when any part of the 
tree, but more par� cularly the leaves or 
twigs, are crushed.
  It is a small, savannah tree (2m to 6m), vari-
ably deciduous, and found on granite and 
dolerite outcrops, or in very well-drained 
soils. It has a lovely waxy sheen to its grey-
green, peeling, papery bark. The pale green 
leaves with sharply toothed margins have 
a hair-like point. The inconspicuous small, 
� ghtly bunched, dainty yellow-green fl ow-

The enigma� c carrot tree - Steganotaenia araliacea 
– unravelling the intriguing facts

ers, in rounded, compound clusters at the 
ends of the twigs, appear from August to 
October, followed by the papery seeds. The 
wood is so� , pale brown with a pale heart-
wood and bri� le, not highly thought of in 
� mber terms. The tree trunk is reported 
to have snake deterring ac� vity. Twigs are 
used in dental care as toothbrushes.
  Medicinal usage 
  This is where it gets very interes� ng, as this 
amazing tree is a mul� purpose medicinal 
plant and has been widely used in folklore. 
  An infusion of the plant is strongly emet-
ic (causes vomi� ng). Various parts of the 
plant are used to treat pneumonia, asthma, 
arthri� s, chronic ulcer, sore throat, fever, 
hypotension, wound healing, as a diure� c 
agent, and other diseases of microbial ori-
gin!  An essen� al oil is obtained from the 
leaves which is used for various purposes.
  Star� ng at the bo� om, the roots are used 
in trea� ng snake bites. Together with the 
bark, they are used to cure sore throat, 
and the bark is chewed for fever. A root 
decoc� on (boiled liquid extract) is used 

Steganotaenia araliacea, the Carrot Tree (above left), in full bloom (above) and the flowers that attract  many insects and birds      Images: Random Harvest Nursery

to treat several condi� ons including men-
strual problems, malaria, bilharzia, swell-
ings caused by allergies, heart palpita� ons 
and gonorrhoea. The whole root as well as 
the root bark is used in the management of 
opportunis� c infec� ons due to acquired im-
munodefi ciency syndrome (AIDS) and treat-
ment of theileriosis (a bovine parasite) in 
some communi� es. Furthermore, the root 
bark is used for func� onal psychosis, pain-
ful chest condi� ons, as well as a treatment 
for anasarca (swelling of the body due to 
fl uid reten� on).
  The stem bark contains many lignans that 
display ac� vity in a manner similar to col-
chicine on eleven human tumour cell lines. 
A decoc� on, prepared by boiling the bark 
for one hour, is added to milk and adminis-
tered orally to adults as a remedy for stom-
ach-ache and dysentery.
  The scented leaves are used as vermifuge 
(expelling parasi� c worms), as ophthalmic 
lo� on, and as an an� convulsant. A leaf de-
coc� on can be administered for the treat-
ment of diarrhoea and is also used in the 

management of diabetes mellitus in several 
communi� es. The decoc� on obtained from 
the combina� on of the leaves and stem 
bark is used to treat sickle cell anaemia. The 
leaves and roots are used together for treat-
ment of epilepsy, and leaves are rubbed on 
wounds as a general disinfectant. Saponins 
isolated from the leaves have shown an� -
leukemic ac� vity. The odorous leaves are 
some� mes used for scen� ng garments. 
  The seed oil is used for severe diarrhoea 
(dysentery), indiges� on, and intes� nal gas.
  Various parts of the plant have also been 
used in the treatment of urinary tract prob-
lems including kidney stones, bladder prob-
lems, excess uric acid in the urine, and for 
gout.
  Elephants have been known to eat the 
leaves and bark.
  The li� le-known carrot tree stands as a 
cap� va� ng enigma, beckoning explora� on 
and apprecia� on. One must stand back and 
marvel at the wonders of nature, the carrot 
tree being one of many.

  Bats have special mechanisms in the legs 
that actually allow them to grab and hold on 
by relaxing. An eff ort is needed to release 
themselves so they can, therefore, even 
sleep without the fear of falling. Normally 
in animals (there are a few excep� ons) the 
tendons of voluntarily or consciously used, 
under tension, to close or open a joint, eg: a 
claw or talon. In bats, however, the tendon 
connec� ons for the clause on the toes are 
in voluntary, being ac� vated by the body 
weight when hanging upside down. Gravity, 
therefore, does all the work, the body re-
laxes, and the claws close - and stay closed, 
so that even if the bat died while hanging, 
it would stay there un� l bumped off  by an-
other bat or un� l it ro� ed off . To fl y, the bat 
needs consciously to ‘raise itself’ to over-
come gravita� onal tension. It then releases 
its grip, enabling it to drop and fl y. I have 
o� en seen bats swaying in the breeze while 
a� ached to boots or foliage, some of them 
not even waking. Bats that use dark, cave 
like roosts (mostly insect eaters) have small 

command sharp claws to grip li� le inden-
ta� ons in the roof surface. This ability to 
hang upside down without concentra� on 
enables females to tend their young (which 
cling to the body, covered by the wing) 
without worrying about falling off .
  The legs of bats are too weak to hold their 
body weight because they have become 
reduced to save weight as an adap� on to 
fl ying. Most birds have hollow bones, but 
have minimal reduc� on (in most species) 
of the legs as they need them for perching 
and walking about in search of food. Bats 
have followed a diff erent route altogether. 
Rather than having feathers (which are 
modifi ed scales that hint at birds’ rep� lian 
ancestors), they have developed extensive, 
but light, membranous wings, have kept the 
solid bones, but have reduced on the one 
thing that was not of prime importance- 
their legs! ‘Cause most bats of feeders of 
aerial insects that they catch on the wing, 
they can aff ord not to have strong legs, and 
so have adapted their wings (forelimbs) to 

have claws (hooks). Because birds have oc-
cupied most of the niches for fl ying, Mets 
compete by hun� ng at night (when most 
birds are in ac� ve) and use their foot claws 
to hang rather than perch. The legs in insect 
ea� ng varie� es are, therefore, rudimentary 
and not capable of holding the animal’s 
weight if a� emp� ng to stand (cumber-
some shuffl  ing being the only movement 
of these limbs). Fruit-ea� ng bats s� ll need 
some locomo� ve ability of the legs to aid 
in clambering around for fruit - but they are 
nowhere near as agile as birds.
  When giving birth, the female pulls herself 
into more of a horizontal posi� on by means 
of grabbing the substrate (cave roof or tree) 
with the claws on the thumb and index fi n-
ger (in fruit bats) and only the thumb claw 
(in insect bats). With the heads thought 
lower than the tail, she gives birth and as 
the baby slowly falls, it is captured safely by 
a catch-net of so�  skin wing-membranes - 
principally the large membrane between 
the 5th fi nger (‘pinkie’) and the hind leg, and 

assisted by those between the other fi ngers 
as well. These membranes, as part of the 
wing, are usually wrapped around the body 
at rest. The female now wraps the baby, 
and protects and holds it close to her body 
where the baby clings to her fur and pecto-
ral nipples by means of the well-developed 
foot and wing claws and small hooks on the 
end of the milk teeth. The female will pro-
tect and hold the baby in this manner for 
a number of weeks un� l it is weaned. She 
may carry it around with her while foraging 
- the baby eff ec� vely clinging to her with-
out assistance, or it is le�  in a nursery roost 
with other babies. 
  Excerpts from ‘Beat about the Bush – 
Mammals and Birds’ by Trevor Carnaby, 
Published by Jacana Media, Second Editi on 
reprint 2018.

Why do bats not fall when hanging?
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Christmas Lights

Ben Coley
  Christmas has always been synonymous 
with celebra� on and fanciful decora� ons 
such as � nsel and fairy lights. We are used 
to living rooms and public areas being lit 
up by these twinkling displays, but this De-
cember, the Sun delivered a very rare gi�  
to Earth. A gi�  that did more than just bring 
light and joy to a single family, or small 
community. In early December a stream of 
supercharged par� cles erupted form the 
Sun and slammed into our atmosphere giv-
ing us a Christmas light show that literally 
lit up the skies for most of the globe!
  The aurora, also known as the northern 
and southern lights depending on its locale, 
is one of nature’s most beau� ful and awe-
inspiring sights. People travel thousands of 
kilometres for the chance to witness and 
photograph this mysterious, spectacular 
display of light dancing across the skies. 
Green ribbons seem to waltz through the 
atmosphere as if conducted by some great 
unseen force and, depending on the loca-
� on and condi� ons, other colours such as 
pinks, reds and blues are some� mes invited 
to join this cosmic shimmering ballet. Simi-
lar to the solar eclipse a few months ago, to 
witness the aurora is a once in a life� me, 
and o� en life-changing experience.
  This vibrant cacophony of colour owes its 
existence to violent geomagne� c storms 
within the Sun that shoot out streams of 
highly charged par� cles across the solar 
system. These par� cles crash into Earth’s 
protec� ve bubble, its electro-magne� c 
fi eld, and are funnelled towards the poles 
where they interact with the gases in the 
atmosphere and produce the mesmerising 
ethereal glimmers that light up the dark-
ness.
  Since they emanate from the poles, au-
roras are normally restricted to loca� ons 
such as Greenland, Iceland, Canada and 
Scandinavia in the north, and Antarc-
� ca, New Zealand, and the southern � p 
of South America, in the south. However, 
like all things in nature, the Sun also goes 
through cycles at around 11-year intervals, 
with peaks and troughs in its ac� vity levels. 
The end of 2023 has marked the beginning 
of the solar maximum, which has brought 
with it a large increase in the Sun’s energy 
being released and increasing the amount 
of ‘space weather’ that we are experienc-
ing. The aurora seen in early December was 
so strong that it was captured on cameras 
as far south as Nevada in the USA!
  But what causes this cycle? As strange 
as it may sound, the Sun’s magne� c poles 
fl ip 180° every 11 years. Yes, that means 
that if you had a compass on the Sun, the 
north pole would become the south pole 
and south pole will become the north pole. 
Even more strangely, the poles on Earth 
do the same, albeit on a much longer � me 
scale. On average, this has happened once 
every 300 000 years in Earth’s history, al-
though the last occurrence was 720 000 

years ago. We know this from magne� c pat-
terns in ancient volcanic rocks. 
  Those of you that monitor such oddi� es 
may know that the north pole is currently 
moving much faster than in previously re-
corded history, covering an average dis-
tance of 48 kms per year since 2020.  This 
recent accelera� on has caused some sci-
en� sts to wonder whether the next fl ip on 
Earth has begun.  
  When the Sun’s magne� c fi eld lines per-
form this fl ip, they begin to twist and cause 
cooler areas on the surface known as sun-
spots. Monitoring sunspot numbers, fre-
quency and loca� on is one of the ways that 
allow astronomers to track the solar cycle. 
Some� mes these entangled magne� c fi elds 
suddenly release their energy, a bit like 
a spring uncoiling. This massive burst of 
electro-magne� c force is known as a coro-
nal mass ejec� on, or CME, and it is these 
escaping par� cles, along with other surface 
phenomena like solar fl ares, that arrive at 
Earth and interact with our atmosphere to 
produce the aurorae.
  These par� cles do not only interact with 
our oxygen, however. Some� mes their ef-
fect can be much more serious. The arriving 
geomagne� c energy can aff ect power grids, 
telecommunica� on networks, orbi� ng sat-
ellites and even expose astronauts to dan-
gerous doses of radia� on. In 1859 a huge 
CME slammed into Earth causing auroral 
displays in equatorial regions such as Cuba 
and the Bahamas.  Known as the Carrington 
event, it also caused a worldwide telegraph 
system failure, causing some operators 
to receive electric shocks and generated 
sparks that set papers ablaze.  
  In 1989 a similar CME plunged the en� re 
province of Quebec, Canada, into an electri-
cal blackout that lasted 12 hours.
  Despite the rather apocalyp� c possibili� es, 
the aurora remains one of the most sought-

a� er natural wonders of the world. There 
are few things that can rival its magical ap-
pearance and one cannot help but watch 
dumbstruck at its beauty. For anyone hop-
ing to � ck off  this bucket list experience, it 
is best to head north, since there are more 
easily accessible land masses closer to the 
north pole than to the south. This will allow 
you to be ‘under’ the lights and to witness 
the fanciful dancing display that they are so 
famous for, as opposed to only seeing them 
on the horizon, which is the case for the 
southern lights - unless you fancy a trip to 
Antarc� ca!

Ben Coley under the lights  (above) and the southern lights (above right)                                                                                                                             Images : Celestial Events

Aurora formation (above) and the northern lights (below)               Images: Wikipedia

Solar activity                     Image supplied
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BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

BUSINESS / SHOPS / SERVICES 

BB Commercial                                        072 385 4130
Celestial Events  079 575 0900
Chic Shack                                               084 381 7071
FGASA                                           011 886 8245
FreeGo Outdoor & Canvas  064 532 2057
Fruitful Living         015 793 3703
Kruger2Canyon News       078 979 6486                          
Kuku Interiors   079 503 0151
Love the Hoed   082 330 6060
Oasis                                                        073 892 4944
Ruggedwear                                   013 755 4627
SPAR Hoedspruit        015 793 2305
Tops @ SPAR  015 793 2069
Vehicle License Department 015 793 0838

CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL
BUCO         015 793 0560
Build It         015 793 0116
Creek Plumbing  078 870 7993
Coastal Hire         015 793 0971
Mopane Group  015 781 1571
Phillip Brink Architects  083 288 2425
                                            

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION
Drakensig Laerskool        015 793 3756
Drakensig Pre-primer        015 793 2401
Hoedspruit Christian School 015 793 2067
Lowveld Academy        015 793 3750
Mariepskop Laerskool         079 529 6071
Mariepskop Pre-primer        082 880 7069
Perspective Training College 082 787 4471
Southern Cross Schools        015 793 0590

EMERGENCY – HELP LINES  
After Hours Emergency Doctors    084 770 1741
Air Force Base Hoedspruit        015 799 2911
Africa Safe -T                                 010 590 6313
Ambulance AFB        015 799 2065
Alcholics Narcotics Anonymous     082 258 4602
Ambulance Airforce Base               015 799 2065
Ambulance Services Limpopo 015 793 1581
Ambulance Tintswalo        101 77
Ambulance Services Swift             060 528 2784
Farm watch/ Plaaswag        072 310 0032
Fire Brigade AFB        015 799 2172
Fire Brigade Maruleng        015 793 0536

Fire Dpt Hoedspruit                        015 793 0728
GKEPF Greater Kruger Enviro
Protection Foundation                    065 743 2224
Hoedspruit Clinic                            015 793 2342
Hoedspruit Medical Rescue           072 170 0864
Hoedspruit Paws        078 431 3161
Hoedspruit Town Watch  072 812 2172
   082 683 2835
Hoedspruit Farm Watch  072 310 0032
Hospital AFB Drakensig        015 799 2065
Hospital Nelspruit Mediclinic          013 759 0645
Hospital Tintswalo        013 795 5000
Hospital Sekororo Gvt-The Oaks   015 383 9400
Hospital Tzaneen Mediclinic          015 305 8536
Maruleng Municipality        015 793 2409
Medical Rescue                             072 170 0864
Med Centre Emergency No 084 770 1743
Protrack         015 793 2585
SAPS Station Commander            082 565 8253
SAPS General                               101 111
SAPS                                             015 799 4000
SPCA Phalaborwa                         071 519 7044
Victim Support Unit                        082 940 0651

MEDICAL & VETERINARY SERVICES
Counselling Ronelle Joubert 082 787 4471
DR Van Eeden (Dentist)        015 793 1876
DR D Verhagen  015 793 0606
DR A Polley   015 793 0606
DR Shivambu  087 260 1537
DR Werner Muller (Dentist) 015 793 1894
Hlokomela         072 698 6538
Hoedspruit Clinic        015 793 2342
Hoeds Wildlife Est Pharmacy 015 793 1427
J Coetzee (Clinical Psychologist)   015 781 0012
Kyk Oogkundiges (Optometrist) 060 548 5387
Med Centre (Dentists)        015 793 0845
ProVet Veterinary Hospital        015 793 0797

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
Century 21         015 793 1534
 

TOURISM & THINGS TO DO
Eastgate Airport        015 793 3681
Hds Endangered Species Centre  015 793 1633
Jabulani Elephant Interaction 015 793 1265
K2C Biosphere Region                   015 817 1838
Sky-Way Trails  013 737 8374

adventures
ZIPLINE

082 825 0209 / 013 737 6747  l  www.skywaytrails.com

TRIVIA 
ANSWERS
1. Sideburns
2. St Petersburg,   
                Missouri
3. Carmen
4. Spain (Espania)
5. India
6. Rooster
7. Danube
8. Abandoned
9. Weather report / 
                forecast
10. Nocturnal New 
                Zealand ground 
                dwelling parrot
11. The stomach
12. Deep massage
13. Velociraptor
14. Ivory
15. Coins (stone 
                  money) up to 4 
                  meters in diameter 
16. Jimmy Connors
17. Capon
18. A centaur
19. Judge a heavy
                weight champi
                onship boxing 
                match
20. Daylight saving 
                time
21. New Zealand 
                (South Island)
22. ‘Survival of the 
                 Fittest’
23. Japan (Tuesday, 
                Wed Thursday)
24. Shanghai
25. Union
26. Photocopier
27. Arthur C Clark
28. China (more than 
                50% of world 
                consumption)
29. Youth
30. Wind speed and 
                pressure

Spotlight

  Megan was fortunate enough to be 
born into a family that was ‘bush mad’. 
Parents Mike and Glen Heramb ensured 
that the experience for their children 
was not the run-of-the-mill Kruger Park 
holiday every year. Instead, they would 
pack up their trusted Landrover and 
head out into the deepest parts of Bo-
tswana and Zimbabwe, days from all 
civilization, and expose their children to 
the ‘real’ African experience. Her par-
ents were determined to get her and 
brother Dale, to see and experience the 
untouched Africa – for which both are 
eternally grateful.
  Megan fell in love with these wonder-
ful bush experiences, and from an early 
age it was evident that she wanted to 
be a nature guide. In 2006 she launched 
forth, and through The Bush Academy 
she achieved her first qualification. She 
did her work placement in the Manyaleti 
and then moved on to Tinga in the Kru-
ger National Park.
  It was there that she met her hus-
band, Tony, and after a few years they 
were offered a management position in 
the Thuli block in Botswana. There they 
spent a few years whilst also exploring 
opportunities in the Okavango Delta. Al-
though management was a new adven-
ture for Megan, her heart lay in guiding. 
And then the couples’ lives were made 
whole, with the discovery that Megan 
was expecting a daughter, Morgan.
  For the first year of Morgan’s life, the 
couple lived in a tent, miles away from 
anyone, but the need for some civili-
zation bore heavily on them. It was a 
unique mix though, wanting some civili-
zation as well as the bush – and that’s 

where Hoedspruit came to mind. So, the 
couple packed their bags and together 
with Morgan moved to Hoedspruit.
  No sooner had they arrived, and the 
guiding bug had again inextricably bitten 
Megan. This time was a game changer 
and she began self-studying through 
FGASA achieving her professional field 
guide qualification. But as amazing as 
the qualification was, there was still an 
arrow in her quiver that was missing – 
trails!
  Her good friend Wayne Tebrake from 
Lowveld Trails then introduced her to 
trails and she was hooked! That ‘un-
touched’ bush experience that she had 
had as a child, came flooding back to her 
and from that point she was determined 
to spend the rest of her guiding career 
on foot. She was fortunate enough to 
be trained by ‘titans’ of the industry, 
Lowveld Trails, and Bruce Lawson. To-
gether they pushed her onto the ‘lead’ 
qualification and now she has the ‘spe-
cial knowledge skills – dangerous game’ 
(SKSDG) qualification firmly in her sights. 
Her determination to push on to that 
qualification is palpable.
  As a freelance guide, Megan now has 
the privilege to walk on many different 
properties, offering day walks as well as 
multiday trails to various lodges. This 
young woman has progressed with de-
termination and passion and is undoubt-
edly engrossed in what she loves and 
does. She is a humble, knowledgeable, 
focused asset to the guiding industry and 
has been nominated to be a member of 
WISE – Women In Safari Excellence. 
  Megan has the world at her feet and she 
is clearly walking every passionate step 
on the way.

Spotlight – Megan Smith from The Great Outdoors

Megan out in the fi eld following her 
dream to becoming an assessor and 
specialist walking guide
                                    Images supplied

    Important No� ce
Anyone that has had 
dealings with a Mr 
Gerhard Meyer from 
a solar company, Er-
gofl ex, are asked to 
please make contact 
with Mark on email 
mbishk2c@gmail.com
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Happy Holidays
From Fgasa and 
Kids In The Wild

Are you ready?Are you ready?
Are you ready to embark on a once-in-a-lifeti me journey with Kids In The Wild 
and FGASA? This holiday season, gift  the adventure of a lifeti me to a young 
guide or wilderness warrior and provide them with the ulti mate experience.

Book your Book your Book your Book your 
course todacourse todacourse todacourse todayyyy!!!!

CONNECT WITH THE 

WILDERNESS
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