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WWW.FILAMSOCIETY.COM

The Filipino American Society is a
non-profit organization, founded in

1983, committed to charity and
culture. We have over 250 members
who love helping others, socializing
and promoting the Filipino culture.

OUR MISSION:
The Filipino American Society, Inc.
is a not-for-profit, non-political, and

non-sectarian organization
established to preserve, promote,

and enhance Filipino culture through
education and cultural arts.

FACEBOOK
@filamsociety

ADDRESS
PO Box 380003
Port Charlotte, FL 33938

EMAIL
filamsociety@gmail.com

OUR OBJECTIVES:
To promote mutual understanding,
fellowship, and friendly relations among
Filipino-American families.
To provide financial assistance and
recognition to members’ senior high
school graduates.
To encourage the promotion of our
cultural heritage.

2



Voted Best Customer Service in
Southwest Florida YOUR NEXT BEST

FRIEND We're There When You Need Us

 12821Commerce LakesDr,
 Fort Myers, FL 33913

(239) 540-1444

HVAC Services Offered

Plumbing Services Offered HVAC Maintenance

· Drain Cleaning
· ADA Plumbing
· Leak Detection
· Piping & Repiping
· Water Heater Repair & Installation
· Tankless Water Heater
· Water Filtration
· Sewer & Septic Service
·Hydro Jetting
· Gas Piping/Lines

· AC Installation
· AC Replacement
· AC Repairs
· Ductless Mini-Split Repair & Installation
· Duct Repair & Installation
· Air Purification Systems
· Air Quality Testing
· Heat Pump Repair & Installation
· Thermostats

Giving Back to the Community
 

· Drain Line Clearing & Treating with 
  Chemicals
· Indoor & Outdoor Coil Cleaning
· Filter Replacement
· Test All Electrical Components
· Check All Electric Connections
· Blower Wheel Cleaning
· Check Refrigerant Pressures

Quality Work Every Time
 At Next Plumbing & Air,our numberonepriority has always

been to provide top-quality plumbing and HVAC work for our
customers. Perhaps, one of the great testaments to this is
the recognition we have received from respected
organizations and our peers throughout the years

Next Plumbing & Air knows how important it is to give back to our
community. Donations have been made to several carefully
selected organizations over the years. We’ve not only monitarily
supported each organization but have dedicated our time as well
to help these organizations provide a multitude of services to
those in need within the community, including being the Annual
top contributor to organizations like Partners for Breast Cancer
Awareness, Special Equestrians & Salvation Army, and donating
over 10,000 backpacks to underprivileged children.



The Bayanihan Spirit Lives On 
The spirit of Bayanihan is one of the most cherished traditions of our
Filipino heritage—a reminder that when a community comes together
with unity, generosity, and compassion, even the heaviest burdens
become lighter. In the old days, neighbors would quite literally carry a
family’s bamboo house on their shoulders to help them move to a new
place. Today, Bayanihan continues to thrive in countless ways—through
the sharing of time, talent, and resources to uplift others. 

At the Filipino American Society, Inc. (FAS, Inc.), this spirit shines brightly whenever our members and
volunteers come together to plan events, showcase their gifts, and dedicate their energy to making our
programs meaningful and successful. Bayanihan reminds us that when we work side by side, we
strengthen not only our organization but also the very fabric of our community. 

Celebrating Bayanihan at the 16th Biennial Charity Ball 
As we gather for the 16th Biennial Charity Ball on October 4, 2025, we celebrate this enduring spirit by
honoring the selfless individuals and organizations who support our mission. True to our identity as a
not-for-profit, non-political, and non-sectarian organization, FAS, Inc. remains committed to
preserving, promoting, and enriching Filipino culture through education and the arts.

In partnership with ANCOP (Answering the Cry of the Poor), Port Charlotte, FL Chapter, this year’s
Charity Ball also carries a greater purpose—raising funds for indigent schoolchildren in the Philippines.
Together, we continue the tradition of caring, sharing, and uplifting those in need while upholding the
dignity of every individual. 

Moving Forward Together 
It is my honor and privilege to work alongside our dedicated and proactive officers, whose passion
and commitment have made FAS, Inc. a more vibrant and inclusive organization. From the beginning,
we set our goal to expand our reach, grow our membership, and strengthen our connections with
community leaders.

We envision our organization as a bridge that unites families, businesses, and communities—always
guided by the Filipino values of compassion, hospitality, and Bayanihan.

With Gratitude 
On behalf of the officers and board of FAS, Inc., I extend my
deepest gratitude to our members, volunteers, sponsors, and
donors. Your trust, generosity, and unwavering support fuel every
endeavor we pursue. Together, we are making a difference—both
here in our local community and across the seas in the
Philippines.

Maraming salamat po. Thank you very much. 

ATTY. JANETTE MAE DILLOMES-DIXON, LL.M. 
President of the Filipino American Society Inc,

A message from the President
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Location  5611 Six Mile Commercial Ct,
Suite 9 Fort Myers, FL 33912

H O U R S  S U N D A Y :  1 2  -
9  M O N D A Y  -
S A T U R D A Y  1 1 : 3 0 A M  -
9 P M

L U N C H  M E N U  A V A I L A B L E
F R O M  O P E N  -  3 P M

Contact us Call us at (239)-245-
7723 
Write to us at:
 thaispicegarden1024@gmail.com

W e b s i t e :  w w w . T h a i S p i c e G a r d e n . c o m



ARRIVAL & COCKTAILS
5:00 – 5:30 PM

Guest Registration & Welcome Reception

AWARDING CEREMONY
5:31 – 6:30 PM

Opening Prayer – Allan Mercado, PT, Former FAS, Inc. President
National Anthems – Philippines & USA

Welcome Remarks – Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, District 4,
Charlotte County

Bayanihan Awards Introduction – Atty. Janette Mae Dillomes-Dixon, FAS President
Awarding Ceremony

DINNER & CULTURAL PRESENTATION
Presented By Next Plumbing & Air

6:31 – 7:00 PM
Philippine Folk Dances – Senyor Sto. Niño Devotees of Manasota, FL
Contemporary Dance – Isabella Zurbrigen, Filipino American Youth

Philippine Folk Dances – Kasayahan Dance Troupe

CHARITY ADVOCACY
7:01 – 7:45 PM

Membership Drive Call for Action
Musical Performance by Caroline Milligan, FAS PRO; Top 30 Finalist, FL State Karaoke

Competition
Call for Donors for Indigent School Children in the Philippines

ANCOP Advocacy – Katheryn Realina Shay, ANCOP Port Charlotte Coordinator
Grand Raffle Ticket Draw

Call for Action & Closing Remarks – Bebot Mercado, FAS VP 

DANCE SOCIALS
7:46 – 9:50 PM

Opening Dance – Juliet Crissinger & Lyn Douglas
Live Band Music – The Tin Can Tourists

END OF PROGRAM

Mistress of Ceremonies: Lourvina Goingo
DJ Music – Christopher Goingo

EVENT PROGRAM
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For me, Bayanihan is more than just helping others — it is a reflection
of God’s love working through us.

As members of Couples for Christ, we are called to live like Christ
and to be His hands and feet in today’s world. One of the most
beautiful ways we do this is through the spirit of Bayanihan — coming
together in unity, compassion, and service to uplift those in need.
Through our mission in ANCOP (Answering the Cry of the Poor), we
are able to put Bayanihan into practice by giving the least fortunate,
especially children, the chance to go to school and build a brighter
future. This mission is not simply charity — it is love in action, faith
put to work, and a tangible expression of our Christian values.

When we reach out to the poor and the vulnerable, we bring Christ’s
light into their lives. And we are reminded that whatever we do for the
least of our brothers and sisters, we do for Him. “Let all that you do be
done in love.” — 1 Corinthians 16:14

My initial motivation in serving as an officer was the desire to
contribute something meaningful to our organization and help create
a space where everyone feels supported and heard. I wanted to be
part of a team that works behind the scenes to make things better,
whether it’s through organizing events, solving problems, or simply
being there for others. I saw it as a way to grow—not just as a leader,
but also as a person.

One of the greatest lessons I learned is that leadership is not about
being in charge, but about SERVING OTHERS . I realized the
importance of teamwork, patience, and humility. Most importantly, I
learned that even small efforts can have a big impact when done with
sincerity and purpose.

The Bayanihan spirit is important because it reminds us that we’re
stronger together. In a world that often feels divided or individualistic,
Bayanihan teaches us the value of unity, compassion, and collective
effort. Whether we’re facing challenges or working toward a goal, it’s
the spirit of helping one another without expecting anything in return
that keeps our communities alive and thriving.

FILIPINO AMERICAN SOCIETY INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2024-2025)

My initial motivation to serve as an officer of the Filipino American
Society, Inc. came from the trust and encouragement of members
who believed in me and endorsed me to lead. Their support inspired
me to give back to the community that became my first social family
when I moved to Port Charlotte eight years ago. Serving as an officer
has taught me that the organization thrives when it stays rooted in its
mission—celebrating Filipino American identity while positively
impacting the community.

I’ve learned that balancing the Filipino Bayanihan spirit with the
American drive for self-realization fosters growth, and that honoring
both pioneer members and new voices ensures relevance and unity.
Above all, I believe the Bayanihan spirit is vital, as no leader can
succeed alone. Our true strength lies in teamwork, with members and
volunteers working together, donating their time, talent, and
resources to make every effort meaningful. This spirit of communal
support not only sustains our organization but also reflects the best
of our Filipino heritage.

Atty. Janette Mae
Dillomes-Dixon, LL.M.

President

Bebot Mercado.
Vice President

Regina Reuyan
Secretary
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Menchie Calesa
Treasurer

Iylin Flock
Auditor

Caroline Milligan
Public Relations Officer

Winnie Allenas Camposano
Director

My motivation to serve as an officer comes from pride in my
Filipino heritage and the blessings I’ve received in the U.S., with
a desire to pass on to my children the richness of our culture,
faith, and spirit of service. Serving has taught me that true
leadership requires selflessness, purpose, and a sincere heart—
when rooted in love for community, service becomes a privilege
rather than a burden. Above all, I believe the Bayanihan spirit
reflects the best of who we are as Filipinos: a people bound by
compassion, community, and collective strength. It reminds us
that success is not just individual but shared, and that by lifting
one another up, we honor our heritage and carry our values
forward.

I am beyond grateful for the opportunity to serve as an officer of
the Filipino American Society. Through this organization, I have
been able to help and chair many events that benefit not only
our youth, men, and women members, but also the wider
community. Growing up in the Philippines, I witnessed firsthand
how even the smallest act of giving can change a life. Now that I
am in a position to give back, that experience continues to
inspire me. Most importantly, I want my children to grow up in an
environment where they see and learn that generosity and
service to others are not just occasional acts, but a way of life.

My motivation to serve comes from a natural and innate calling
to commune, to give back, and to offer the best version of
myself to my community — my home away from home. I see
myself as the organization’s storyteller, not only through words
but also through actions and deeds, because a story well told
becomes an invitation for others to join. As the saying goes,
“Walang sinuman ang nabubuhay para sa sarili lamang.” It is the
very essence of humanity that nourishes both mind and soul
and reflects everything that is good on God’s green earth.

Being part of the Filipino American Society, Inc. has given me
the opportunity to meet new friends—people I can learn from
and build lasting friendships with. For me, it is important to
treasure the relationships I form along this journey and to
appreciate people for who they truly are. I believe in helping
one another, being present for each other, and always striving
to be genuine and true in the connections we share.
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Warmest greetings of peace and gratitude from ANCOP
(Answering the Cry of the Poor)!

On behalf of the entire ANCOP community and Couples for Christ,
we extend our deepest and sincerest thanks to the FilAm Society
for your generous partnership and unwavering support in our
shared mission of bringing hope, dignity, and transformation to
the lives of the poor.

Your commitment to walk alongside us in serving our less fortunate
brothers and sisters is a testament to the enduring Filipino spirit of
Bayanihan, which finds its deepest meaning when rooted in faith, compassion, and unity in Christ.
Through your generous contributions and heartfelt collaboration, you have become instruments
of God’s providence — reaching out across borders to touch lives, one family and one child at a
time.

Thanks to your support, we have been able to continue and expand our programs — particularly in
providing educational sponsorships, shelter, livelihood opportunities, and values formation for
underprivileged communities in the Philippines and beyond. Your partnership not only helps
children go to school and families rebuild their lives, but it also brings Christ’s light into homes
that once knew only darkness.

More than material aid, what you have given is hope — a hope grounded not in temporary relief,
but in the transformative power of love expressed through action. As Scripture tells us in James
2:17, “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” You have shown us a living faith
— one that moves, uplifts, and restores.

We are also inspired by the FilAm Society’s example of living out your identity as Filipino-
Americans rooted in Christian values, using your blessings to bless others. In a world often
marked by division and indifference, your decision to stand with ANCOP and the poor is a bold
witness to the Gospel.

As we continue this journey of mission and service, we
pray that our partnership may grow even deeper. Together,
let us be faithful stewards of God’s love, continuing to
answer the cry of the poor — not just with our words, but
with our hands, our hearts, and our lives.

May God bless you abundantly for your generosity, and
may He return it a hundredfold.

With grateful heart in Christ,

Katheryn Shay
ANCOP Coordinator
Port Charlotte, Florida

A message from our Charity Partner, ANCOP
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I am deeply honored that UbeHaus could serve as the Creative
Partner for the 16th Biennial Charity Ball. This partnership has
allowed us not only to design an experience, but also to help tell
the powerful story of bayanihan, a value that continues to define
who we are as a people and as a community.

This year’s theme, Bayanihan Beyond Borders, is more than just a
concept. It is a living truth. It reflects how Filipino Americans,
wherever we may be in the world, continue to live, serve, and
celebrate together. It reminds us that our strength lies not just in
our heritage, but in how we carry it forward, how we extend hands,
share burdens, and lift one another across communities, across
generations, and across borders.

Through storytelling, design, and activations, UbeHaus sought to bring this theme to life in a way
that connects the richness of our heritage with the realities of our present. In many ways, it also
echoes this year’s FANHS Filipino American History Month theme, “From Quotas to
Communities: Filipino American Migration AND Movement”, by reminding us that our collective
journey has always been about overcoming barriers and building communities of belonging. Both
themes speak to our resilience, our capacity to adapt, and our responsibility to create spaces
where the next generation can thrive.

Tonight, we also celebrate the remarkable honorees of the Bayanihan Awards. Their stories of
service, leadership, and dedication embody the very spirit of bayanihan. They are living proof of
how one person, one family, or one organization can create ripples of change far beyond
themselves. To the Filipino American Society Inc., congratulations on leading this milestone
celebration and for your enduring role in preserving and uplifting our culture. And to the Filipino
American community, your compassion, unity, and resilience are what make gatherings like this
meaningful, memorable, and truly powerful.

Partnering with the Filipino American Society Inc. for this year’s Ball has been both a privilege and
a joy. Together, alongside ANCOP USA, we are reminded that bayanihan knows no boundaries. It
transcends borders, empowers families, strengthens communities, and reminds us that we are all
part of something bigger than ourselves.

With gratitude and pride,

Evan Samson
 Founder, UbeHaus

A message from our Creative Partner, UbeHaus
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CST#2085569-40
Fla. Seller of Travel Ref No. ST36781
Ramjays Travel and Tours, LLC
An Independent Agency in the
Avoya Travel Network

Robert Beaudoin, TAEC, CATA
Rober t.Beaudoin@AvoyaNetwork.com

 (239)4128331 | +1(800)859-1054

From breathtaking nature to vibrant city life,
our tours capture the full spectrum of what
the Philippines and the world has to offer. 

✈ Fully planned, all-in tour packages
✈ Custom itineraries built just for you
✈ Hassle-free booking, transport, 

and local guides

⚓ Cruises on your favorite  
     ships  and dream destinations

Let us take care of the
details so you can focus
on the experience.

ASTA#900387365

Headquartered in Venice, Florida, DMSI is
a U.S.-based manufacturer of high-
performance fiber optic assemblies,

connectivity hardware, and custom-built
solutions for hyperscale data centers,

OEMs, and government networks.

Beyond manufacturing excellence, DMSI
is committed to community involvement

—supporting educational initiatives,
partnerships, and  mission trips that

strengthen the communities locally in
Florida and in the Philippines.

www.dmsimfg.com | +1 941-244-0935
info@dmsimfg.com

mailto:Robert.Beaudoin@AvoyaNetwork.com
mailto:Robert.Beaudoin@AvoyaNetwork.com
mailto:Robert.Beaudoin@AvoyaNetwork.com


Gold SponsorPremier Sponsor

FAS 16  BIENNIAL CHARITY BALL SPONSORSth

Bronze Sponsor

The Filipino American Society, Inc. sincerely extends its heartfelt
gratitude for your generosity and support.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
DONORS

Mercury Zurbrigen & Family
James & Maria James
Filam Law Firm, PLLC

Soapernatural
11&12 Impact

Allan & Bebot Mercado

PERFORMERS
Caroline Milligan

Senyor Santo Nino Devotees of Manatee, FL
Isabella Zurbrigen

Kasayahan Dance Troupe
Filipino American Society Inc. Officers

with Juliet Crissinger & Lyn Douglas
The Tin Can Tourists

DJ Christopher Goingo

SOUVENIR BOOKLET
ADVERTISERS

Ruby Sarmiento
Taaca Family

Norma Wuerth & Family
Estepa Family

Rey & Vicky Adriano
Dan Suarez

Levi Villamayor & Harry Levitsky
Thai Spice Garden

Ramjays Travel & Tours
Ekiben House

Donyol’s
Winifreda Closet Online Shop

Milligan Family
Filipino Foods by Mike & Lynda

Gabarda Family
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THE BAYANIHAN AWARD
honors individuals, couples, businesses, and cultural groups who embody the Filipino

spirit of bayanihan — working together, uplifting others, and creating meaningful
impact in the community. This recognition celebrates those whose service,

leadership, and dedication go beyond themselves, inspiring unity and strengthening
the Filipino American presence locally and abroad.

Filipino Foods by Mike & Lynda, the community’s go-to Filipino store in Port
Charlotte,  has become a beloved destination for authentic Pinoy products and
homemade favorites. From pancit and lumpia to barbecue and more, their store
has kept the flavors of home alive while also creating job opportunities for
kababayans.

Next Plumbing & Air, founded by husband-and-wife team George and Roselyn
Garner, has grown into a company built on service, integrity, and community
impact. Beyond providing essential plumbing and air solutions in Southwest
Florida, the company has made giving back a core mission—supporting
employees and their families, investing in local causes, and extending generosity
to communities as far as the Philippines. Their story reflects resilience,
compassion, and the true spirit of bayanihan in both business and service.

DMSI, beyond being one of Sarasota County’s fastest-growing manufacturers,
has long embodied bayanihan through its commitment to both local and global
communities. For years, the company has led quarterly mission trips to
underserved areas in the Philippines, bringing vital medical and dental care,
school supplies, food, clothing, and hope. Locally, DMSI supports youth by
sponsoring sports teams that encourage children to stay active, healthy, and
connected. These efforts reflect DMSI’s belief that bayanihan is not only shared
abroad but also lived every day in the neighborhoods they call home.

Crews Bank & Trust is more than a financial institution; it is a community
partner built on four generations of family values rooted in relationships, service,
and trust. In Charlotte County, the Murdock branch exemplifies this spirit through
active support of local causes — from hosting blood drives to contributing to
nonprofits and initiatives like Kiwanis Shoes for Kids and Guardian Ad Litem
holiday gift drives. With employees who live, work, and volunteer in the
community, Crews Bank & Trust embodies bayanihan by investing in the well-
being of families, businesses, and neighbors across Southwest Florida.

FILIPINO FOODS
BY MIKE & LYNDA

BAYANIHAN AWARDEES 2025
(Business)
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BAYANIHAN AWARDEES 2025
(Couple)

Rey and Vicky Adriano have long been among FAS, Inc.’s most devoted
supporters. Vicky, a past president of FAS, has dedicated years of leadership
and service, while Rey continues to capture countless memories as the
organization’s resident photographer. Together, their steadfast support and love
have strengthened the spirit of bayanihan within FAS.

Allan & Bebot Mercado have been shining beacons of the Couples for Christ
movement in Charlotte County, Florida. Allan, a former President of FAS, and
Bebot, the current Vice President, have long supported the organization through
both their dedicated service and generous donations. Together, they embody
bayanihan as leaders rooted in faith, family, and community.

Cris and Remy Guerzo, known as the coolest and hippest couple in the
community, bring energy, laughter, and warmth to every FAS, Inc. gathering. More
than just their fun spirit, Cris, a former FAS president, and Remy, a former FAS
officer, have a special gift for bringing people together — strengthening
friendships, unity, and the bonds that keep FAS members connected.

Dr. Sam & Lee Estepa, co-founders of the Filipino American Society, gathered
a small group of Filipino families in 1987 to begin organizing what would
become FAS. Together, they helped lay the foundation for a community rooted in
Filipino culture, unity, and bayanihan. Their lifelong commitment to service
includes providing vital healthcare support to Filipino communities, both locally
in Florida and through medical missions in the Philippines.

Brian & Nemi Hinman have been dedicated leaders and volunteers of the
Filipino American Society. A former President of FAS, Nemi has helped preserve
and showcase Filipino heritage through traditional folk dances, inspiring cultural
pride across the community. Brian has driven FAS into the digital age, building its
online presence to expand accessibility and awareness.
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BAYANIHAN AWARDEES 2025
(Cultural)

The Senyor Sto. Niño Devotees of Manasota, FL, have showcased Filipino
folk dances like Tinikling and Sayaw sa Banko across the Gulf Coast, passing
traditions from youth to adults through generations. Frequent performers at FAS
events, they embody bayanihan both on stage and in the community through
cultural engagement and relief efforts.

The Kasayahan Dance Troupe has brought the beauty of Filipino folk dances
from Salakot to Salidumay to communities across Charlotte, Lee, and
neighboring counties. As FAS’s History, Arts, and Culture ambassadors, they
preserve heritage through frequent performances, inspiring audiences and
strengthening community pride.

The Zin Sisters, dynamic Zumba instructors from Fort Myers, have inspired
wellness, happiness, and connection through dance at FAS events and beyond.
Beloved in the Filipino American community, they embody the true spirit of
bayanihan by spreading energy, joy, and unity through fitness and community
engagement.
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BAYANIHAN AWARDEES 2025
(Individual)

Evan Samson, Founder of UbeHaus and Marketing Communications Director at
DMSI, bridges culture, creativity, and community impact through his work. He is a
recipient of Sarasota Magazine’s Unity Award (2025), the Presidential Volunteer
Service Award, Silver Medal (2024), the Sarasota Chamber’s Young Professional
of the Year (2023), and one of the honorees of the 35 Under 35 by SRQ
Magazine (2022). Evan has championed Filipino American representation
through initiatives such as the first Filipino American History Month proclamation
in Manatee County and the Rooted & Rising campaign.

Jeneth D’Alonzo, CEO of DMSI, founded the D’Alonzo Foundation to aid
impoverished communities in the Philippines through DMSI Cares, while also
supporting Filipino Americans locally through employment. Under her leadership,
DMSI has become a key driver of Sarasota County’s economic growth and
established the first fiber optic connectivity manufacturing plant in the
Philippines. Named Empowering Woman of the Year by the Venice Chamber and
by the Tampa Bay Organization of Women in International Trade in 2022, Jeneth
embodies vision, leadership, and the true spirit of bayanihan.

Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch, who represents District 4 on the Charlotte
County Board of Commissioners, has built a long career in public service — from
his earlier roles as a Rhode Island State Representative and Senator to his work
in community development and civic leadership in Florida. A supporter of
veterans, charities, and local initiatives, he is also a true champion of FAS,
sincerely expressing his love for Filipino food, culture, and events, and
sponsored the Filipino-American Society Day Declaration in Charlotte County.
His genuine support has endeared him to the Filipino American community,
which in turn celebrates and embraces him as a valued ally.

Ruth Buchanan, Director of Business Development at FloridaMakes, is a
recognized leader in economic and community development and a proud
manufacturing champion. As part of the national MEP Network under NIST,
she helps grow Florida’s manufacturing industry through innovative programs
supporting second-stage business growth. Her brilliance and dedication,
recognized by multiple national and state awards, inspire others to pursue
knowledge with perseverance and excellence in their chosen fields.

Ana Romillo, former Executive Director of the Charlotte County Homeless
Coalition, has been a tireless advocate against homelessness, transforming the
organization into a strong force for change. Even in retirement, despite her fragile
and aging stage, she actively shares her time in community activities and
continues her community service through Couples for Christ, the National
Council of Catholic Women, and as an ANCOP champion, uplifting the lives of
the less fortunate.
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BAYANIHAN AWARDEES 2025
(Individual)

Justin Mercado, a 2025 graduate of The Ohio State University College of
Veterinary Medicine, brings both expertise and heart to his calling as a
veterinarian. He earned his B.S. in Agricultural Education from the University of
Florida in 2019, where he was active in the Filipino Student Association and
Campus-Based Singles for Christ. Known for his positivity and compassion,
Justin is admired for his ability to uplift others and lead with empathy — qualities
that make him both a trusted friend and an inspiring future doctor of veterinary
medicine.

Axel Dillomes, a youth leader and former Port Charlotte High School Navy
ROTC company commander, was honored as a Senior Hall of Fame inductee
and featured as a promising immigrant student. An Honor Graduate of the U.S. Air
Force Basic Military Training and expert marksman, he now studies aeronautics
while serving in the Florida Air National Guard, all while volunteering for FAS.

Juliet Crissinger, a longtime FAS member and former officer, embodies the
spirit of bayanihan through her consistent presence, dedication, and joyful
service as a volunteer at countless FAS events. She always step up to train
dance performances and is the resident venue decorators during FAS events. 

Rosemarie Bender’s innate heart for volunteerism has made a meaningful
difference in countless Filipino American Society activities, reflecting her
dedication to community and the spirit of bayanihan. She generously donates to
our events and is also an active member of the Kasayahan Dance Troupe.

BAYANIHAN AWARDEES 2025
(Youth)
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FILIPINO-AMERICAN SOCIETY DAY 2024

CHARLOTTE COUNTY PROCLAMATION
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Past Events (2024 - Present)

2024-2025
OFFICERS

INUAGURATION

WOMEN EMPOWERING WOMEN
IN NEED (WEWIN) 2024

VOLUNTEER

AT HOMELESS

COALITION

A year filled with culture, service,
and celebration — from vibrant

performances to community
initiatives, the Filipino American

Society continues to live out the
true spirit of bayanihan. Each

gathering strengthens our unity
and pride as Filipino Americans.
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VOLUNTEERAT HOMELESSCOALITION

ZUMBA FOR THE

FILAM YOUTH PROGRAM WITH

MIRASOL HOWES
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#FASFEST2024

FLOWERFEST x PALARONG PINOY
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#FASFEST2024FLOWERFEST x PALARONG PINOY
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TIKIFEST 2024
FAS BOOTH

“LAKAS”: YOUTH LEADER

CONFERENCE 2024 WITH

DR. ABBY HAMILTON

23



BARRIO FIESTA 2024

24



INTERNATIONAL

CULTURE FEST

SWFL FAS BOOTH

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2024

25



#RETRORAVEPARTY 2025

26



ZUMBA 2025

WITH ZIN SISTERS

27



#FASFEST2025
FLOWERFEST x PALARONG PINOY

28



ROOTED & RISING: A YOUTH
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 2025

WITH EVAN SAMSON

29



ROOTED & RISING: A YOUTH
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 2025

30



ANCOP
WALK
2025

31



32



PAST PRESIDENTS
2021 - 2023

2019 - 2020

2017 - 2018

2015 - 2016

2013 - 2014

2011 - 2012

2009 - 2010

2007 - 2008

2006

2004 - 2005

2002 - 2003

2001

1999 - 2000

1997 - 1998

1995 - 1996

1994 - 1995

1992 - 1993

1991

1989 - 1990

1985 - 1986

1983 - 1984

Ronie Padilla

Carolyn Otakan

Angela Avendano Morrisey

Nemi Hinman

Jesse Cendena
Ramon Otakan

Vicky Adriano
Pompey Estaris

Francisco Ramirez Jr., MD
Luz Ramirez, MD ♰
Allan Mercado, PT

Franzuel Pamittan, MD ♰
Cris Guerzo

Norma Villeno, MD
Mark Asperilla, MD ♰

Norma Villeno, MD
Mark Asparilla, MD ♰
Rolly Marquez

James Conway
Claro Dela Cruz
Ruben Balut

Terry Kindle

Gene Villareal ♰

Antonio Gabarda, MD
Angie Tiongco  ♰

James Conway

Mike Giammarnaro

James Conway

Elena Eklund ♰

Sam Estepa, MD

Medy Martini  ♰

Emily Corson ♰

ZUMBA WITH

FILAM GROUP

OF CAPE CORAL

33



O R D E R  N O W

EKIBEN HOUSE
 Bento House

19400 Cochran Blvd Unit #2,
Pt Charlotte, FL 33948

941-766-8877

www.eatekiben.com

Cebu's Famous and Authentic

Lechon Belly in SWFL 

CONGRATULATIONS
AND MABUHAY

TO OUR FILIPINO AMERICAN
COMMUNITY!

From the law offices of:
ATTY. JANETTE MAE DILLOMES-DIXON, LL.M. 

Allied Law Services, PLLC 
Your Legal Allies

182 S Saint Andrews St, Dothan, AL 36301
In Houston County, AL

Email: alliedlawservicespllc@gmail.com
Website: alliedlawservices.com Phone: +1

(941) 263-8130 

 

Filam Law Firm,PLLC 
Immigration Attorney 

8245 Paulson Drive,STE VP-40 Port
Charlotte, FL 33954

Website: www.filamlawfirm.com
Email: info@filamlawfirm.com

Call: +1(941)263-8130 

LIFE HEALTH ANNUITY
LIFE HEALTH ANNUITY
LIFE HEALTH ANNUITY



Mabuhay!
Long Live!
Congratulations
Filipino
American
Society Inc.

From

Ernie & Tessie Taaca
Tukz, Carrie, Tani, &
Malina Taaca
John & Tessierni
Doorhy



F I L I P I N O  A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y ,  I N C

Greetings &
Congratulations!

M R S .  N O R M A  W U E R T H
&  F A M I L Y



EstepaFamily

 Greetings & 
CONGRATUTIONS 

FILIPINO AMERICAN SOCIETY, INC.



Greetings & Congratulations
 
FILIPINO

AMERICAN
SOCIETY, INC.

Greetings
& Congratulations
Filipino American

Society, Inc. 
From

Rey and Vicly Adriano

Mabuhay!

 

 

Allan & Bebot

Filipino American
Society, Inc.

Congratulations
& God Bless 



Greetings
& Congratulations 
Filipino American Society, Inc.

From

Terry,
Caroline,
&
Kojak
Milligan

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 FILIPINOAMERICANSOCIETY,INC. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Filipino American Society INC.,

Harry Levitsky & Levy Villamayor



FILIPINOFILIPINO
AMERICANAMERICAN

SOCIETYSOCIETY

Congratulations!

GABARDA FAMILYGABARDA FAMILY
Greetings from

 GREETINGS
FROM

FILIPINO FOODS BY MIKE& LINDA





Beefobradys.com

(941) 275-9545

Kingsbeefspg@gmail.com

4300 Kings Highway #412
Port Charlotte, FL

Thank

Maraming

you!

salamat!




