
Can, could, will be able to

Me, Myself and I

(add to p. 35 SB)



Modal verbs:

don’t express action itself

have special rules for them

express attidute towards other verbs



can

express

time formspossibility

ability
present

future

past

could / couldn’t

never changes
form because

of the doer

don’t use the
rules from the

tense table

I can have friends for dinner.

She can dance well. can / can’t

will / won’t 
be able to

s



to talk
about past

ability 

subject Verbcould

subject Verbcouldn’t

subject VerbCould
+ polite
present
demand



to talk
about

ability now

subject Verbcan

subject Verbcan’t

subject VerbCan



to talk about
future ability 

subject Verbwill be able
to

subject Verbwon’t be
able to

subject VerbWill be able to



subject Verbcould

subject Verbcouldn’t

subject VerbCould

subject Verbcan

subject Verbcan’t

subject VerbCan

ab
ili

ty

subject Verbwill be able
to

subject Verbwon’t be
able to

subject VerbWill be able to

Past Present Future


