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2024 Nonprofit Conference



The Shoreline Chamber's 2024 Nonprofit Conference was a wealth of 
information for over 80 nonprofit attendees on March 26th. This was the 
first time the conference was held since the pandemic.
We were lucky to be joined by Lisa Evans of iMission, John Brooks former 
CDO of Columbus House and now consultant for Sharon Danosky & 
Associates, Jackie Downing of The Community Foundation for Greater 
New Haven, Maryann Ott, Executive Director of NewAlliance Foundation 
and Denise Daviau CEO, SARAH INC. These professionals conducted 
breakouts on:
● How to convert your social media followers into donors
● How to establish your value for securing sponsorships and competitive 
grants
● Recruiting and maintaining the right board for your mission
Sitting down to a beautiful lunch by The Woodwinds, 
Platinum Sponsor GSB SVP Shalonta Ford spoke on “Why Corporate 
Giving.” 
Our keynote address was a conversation with Judith Meyers, Principal of 
Meyers Philanthropy Advisors. She is Board Chair of the United Way of 
Greater New Haven.  Ms. Meyers soke of on “Multigenerational Giving.”
A huge thank you to all the presenters!
We are so appreciative to our sponsors GSB, East River Energy, Penn 
Globe, Page Hardware, Palumbo's Automotive, SARAH Inc., American 
Solutions for Business, Van Wilgens.















Advanced Therapeutics
2614 Boston Post Rd
Guilford, CT 06437

www.advancedtherapeuticsct.com

WELCOME!
New  Members

Dolan Divorce Lawyers PLLC
20A Water Street

Guilford, CT 06437
http://dolanfamilylaw.com

Forevermore Homes
8 Munger Road

Guilford, CT 06437

JandJ Truck and 
Equipment Sales LLC

550 East Main St., Ste. 28B
Branford, CT 06405

http://JandJtruckequipment.com

SBK TAX RELIEF
PO BOX 128Guilford, CT 

06437
http://www.sbktaxrelief.com

http://jandjtruckequipment.com/






Coworking Spaces
So Much More Than a Desk

In an era where the business landscape is continually 
evolving, coworking spaces stand as beacons of innovation, 
collaboration, and community. Branford Coworking is at the
 heart of this, aiming to provide a workspace that can offer an array of opportunities 
for professionals seeking more than just a desk. Branford Coworking's goal to create 
a space for everyone opens the potential for off-site meetings, training, and social 
events beyond conventional settings.

Elevating Off-Site Meetings
Moving beyond the traditional, often uninspiring conference room, look for an 
atmosphere that is crafted to promote dynamic discussions and creative thinking, 
making it an ideal setting for brainstorming, client meetings, and training classes. For 
example, having an open-concept kitchen with a streaming TV facilitates cooking 
classes in a space that allows individuals to see and feel the experience. 

Training Reinvented
Blink and something new is upon us. Continuous learning and skill development are 
crucial to stay current. Find alternative environments that aren't your average 
classrooms; they're interactive, adaptable environments that encourage active 
participation and make learning an immersive experience. Whether it's for 
workshops, seminars, or digital learning sessions, the setting should be designed to 
stimulate engagement and enhance the effectiveness of the training offered, aligning 
with the needs of today's individuals who value continuous personal and professional 
growth.

Social Events with a Unique Twist
Networking and community-building events are essential for professional 
development and business success. Offer a creative twist on these gatherings, by 
hosting in spaces that can transform anything from casual mixers to formal events. 
Without the conventional constraints of restaurants or hotels, events held in 
coworking spaces can offer a unique vibe and a more personalized experience. 
These events foster a sense of community and belonging, making them perfect for 
building professional networks and forming meaningful connections.



A Hub of Daily Activity
For day-to-day operations, coworking spaces serve as more than just a place to 
work; They are a community hub where professionals from various fields can 
converge. The space caters to a wide range of needs with its mix of open desks, 
private offices, and quiet zones. More than just facilitating work, it encourages 
collaboration and spontaneity, with communal areas designed to spark conversations 
that could lead to the next big idea. Regular professional development sessions, 
wellness activities, and social gatherings contribute to a well-rounded work-life 
balance, enriching the professional journey of its members.

Conclusion
Coworking spaces are dynamic, multifaceted environments that cater to the evolving 
needs of today's professionals. It goes beyond the traditional workspace model by 
fostering a culture of innovation, learning, and community. Coworking spaces are not 
just a place to work; they offer a place where professionals can grow, connect, and 
create in ways that traditional offices simply cannot offer. Whether hosting impactful 
off-site meetings, facilitating engaging training sessions, offering unique settings for 
social events, or providing a versatile space for daily work, professionals should 
explore a new realm of possibilities. 

Branford Coworking is a great new space just around the corner at 119 Montowese 
Ave, Branford.



Registration required. 
Registration Deadline 

Friday, April 12th.











COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
Chamber events are highlighted in Green

MAR 30, 
SATURDAY CT Winter Wine Trail 11:00AM - 5:00PM Bishop's Orchards, 

Guilford
details

MAR 30, 
SATURDAY

Legacy Theatre Presents "Mario 
the Maker Magician"

10:00AM - 2:00PM Legacy Theatre, 
Branford

details

MAR 31, 
SUNDAY Easter Buffet at the Woodwinds 11:00AM - 5:00PM The Woodwinds, 

Branford
details

MAR 31, 
SUNDAY

Easer Dinner at the Madison 
Beach Hotel

11:00AM - 7:30PM Madison Beach 
Hotel

details

APR 1, 
MONDAY

Life After Loss Bereavement 
Group 10:00AM - 11:30AM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

APR 1, 
MONDAY

Strategies for Managing Life 
Transitions 1:00PM - 2:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

APR 2, 
TUESDAY

On Zoom - Collage a Birdhouse 
and 3D Assemblages

12:30PM - 2:30PM via Zoom details

APR 2, 
TUESDAY

SCORE Business Fundamentals 
Series Session One: What's the 
Big Idea

5:30PM - 7:00PM via Zoom details

APR 2, 
TUESDAY

Restart Divorce Group at Women 
& Family Life Center 6:30PM - 7:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

APR 4, 
THURSDAY

SCORE Business Fundamentals 
Series Session Two: Customers 
and Competition

5:30PM - 7:00PM via Zoom details

APR 4, 
THURSDAY

Adult Only Cajun Chicken Pasta 
Cooking Class

6:00PM - 9:00PM Stony Creek 
Brewery, Branford

details

APR 4, 
THURSDAY

Oyster Shell Decoupage 
Workshop

6:00PM - 8:00PM Gracious Gifts and 
Home, Branford

details

APR 8, 
MONDAY

Strategies for Managing Life 
Transitions 1:00PM - 2:30PM

Women & Family 
Life Center, 
Guilford

details

APR 9, 
TUESDAY

On Zoom - Collage a Birdhouse 
and 3D Assemblages

12:30PM - 2:30PM via Zoom details

APR 9, 
TUESDAY

SCORE Business Fundamentals 
Series Session Three: Marketing & 
Sales Basics

5:30PM - 7:00PM via Zoom details

APR 11, 
THURSDAY

SCORE Business Fundamentals 
Series Session Four: Pricing & 
Managing Money

5:30PM - 7:00PM via Zoom details

APR 16, 
THURSDAY

Business After Hours hosted by 
Spark Cycleworks

5:30PM - 7:30PM Spark Cycleworks, 
North Branford

details

APR 16, 
THURSDAY

On Zoom - Collage a Birdhouse 
and 3D Assemblages

12:30PM - 2:30PM via Zoom details

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/ct-winter-wine-trail-03-30-2024-9439
https://www.legacytheatrect.org/family-series
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/easter-buffet-at-woodwinds-9567
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/easter-dinner-at-the-wharf-9703
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/life-after-loss-bereavement-group-04-01-2024-9491
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/strategies-for-managing-life-transitions-04-01-2024-9545
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/on-zoom-collage-a-birdhouse-and-3d-assemblages-04-02-2024-9554
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-business-fundamentals-series-session-one-what-s-the-big-idea-9708
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/restart-divorce-support-group-04-02-2024-9501
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-business-fundamentals-series-session-two-customers-competition-9709
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/adult-only-cajun-chicken-pasta-cooking-class-at-the-stony-creek-brewery-9717
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/oyser-shell-decoupage-workshop-9698
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/strategies-for-managing-life-transitions-04-08-2024-9546
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/on-zoom-collage-a-birdhouse-and-3d-assemblages-04-09-2024-9555
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-business-fundamentals-series-session-three-marketing-sales-basics-9710
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-business-fundamentals-series-session-four-pricing-managing-money-9711
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/business-after-hours-hosted-by-spark-cycleworks-9701
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/on-zoom-collage-a-birdhouse-and-3d-assemblages-04-16-2024-9556


COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR
Chamber events are highlighted in Green

APR 16, 
TUESDAY

SCORE Business Fundamentals 
Series Session Five: Digital 
Marketing Must-Haves

5:30PM - 7:00PM via Zoom details

APR 20, 
SATURDAY

Earth Day Beach and Park 
Cleanup

10:00AM - 12:00PM Hammonasset 
Beach State Park

details

APR 23, 
TUESDAY

on Zoom - Collage a Birdhouse 
and 3D Assemblages

12:30PM - 2:30PM via Zoom details

APR 26, 
FRIDAY

Epicurean Series | Dinner with 
Chef Chrissy Tracey and Chef 
Kinsler Josaime

7:00PM - 10:00PM Madison Beach 
Hotel

details

APR 27, 
SATURDAY

Starlight Benefit 2024: Fire Up, 
Ignite Your Passion for Vista at 
Water's Edge

6:00PM - 9:00PM Water's Edge, 
Westbrook

details

Click here for full list of events.

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/score-business-fundamentals-series-session-five-digital-marketing-must-haves-9712
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/earth-day-beach-and-park-cleanup-9716
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/on-zoom-collage-a-birdhouse-and-3d-assemblages-04-23-2024-9557
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/epicurean-series-dinner-with-chef-chrissy-tracey-and-chef-kinsler-josaime-tickets-861778983137
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/details/starlight-benefit-2024-fire-up-ignite-your-passion-for-vista-9706
https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/events/




The Shoreline Chamber and You! 
Have you checked your online presence in the Chamber Directory?
The Online Directory was searched by over 200,000 individuals last year. The 
online directory is the place where the Chamber provides the vehicle, but the 
member provides the message. What did they see when they saw your listing in 
your category? Were they enticed to click further to find out more, visit your website 
or call you? Your have two layers of presence in the online directory. First, a short 
listing under your name or business category. The second is only visible when the 
searcher clicks on you initial listing and then sees a full page of description, photos, 
videos, etc. you may have inputted.

Sometimes you have input your message in a space that won’t display until they 
click on your listing in the directory. But what will make them click further?
For example: This is how our Chamber might look to someone searching the 
category of Business Services.

We did not put our message in the correct location within our Chamber 
portal.

By editing this box, we give an individual searching, a synopsis of our 
key market message.

UTILIZING YOUR MARKET ACCESS CHANNELS



The Shoreline Chamber and You! 

Editing the Search Results Description will provide a better option to access market 
searching a business category or by your name.

Now
Your online directory listing now provides incentive to go to your website or to click 
to your in-depth listing within the Directory.

If you would like help setting up your message in the Member Portal, please 
reaching out to Meggin (Meggin@shorelinechamberct.com) or Dee at the Chamber 
office.
If you would like to discuss how membership might help your business, reach out 
to Dee (dee@shorelinechamberct.com)

UTILIZING YOUR MARKET ACCESS CHANNELS



The War of 1812 – By Mairi Bryan 

The War of 1812, the second war with Great Britain, was the most unpopular war for Connecticut 
residents in the state’s history. It was particularly detested along the shoreline of Long Island Sound as it 
severely disrupted commercial shipping, affecting Connecticut’s manufacturing economy, and trade with 
Europe, particularly England. War was declared by the Federal government in June of 1812, and in 
Connecticut particularly it was viewed as a war mounted by the Federal government as much against 
New England, as against Great Britain.  

The entire Connecticut congressional delegation voted against what they viewed as “Mr. Madison’s war” 
and saw it as a politically based and unconstitutional military action embarked upon by the despised 
Jeffersonian Republican party. The Federalist Party, centered in New England, and led by John Adams, 
believed in reestablishing close ties with Great Britain as the best way to promote American economic 
growth and international trade. The New England Federalists gathered in Hartford in 1814, in what 
became known as the Hartford Convention, to discuss ways of opposing the war, the topic of New 
England seceding from the Union among them. Governor Griswold of Connecticut went as far as refusing 
the use of the state militia, although many Connecticut soldiers and sailors became involved in defending 
the coast along Long Island Sound.  

                                                           Southeastern CT Enters the War of 1812 

 

Photo credit Fairfield Maritime Art Show 

The major action of the naval war started at the entrance to Long Island Sound in New London where the 
British blockaded the Thames in 1813, and while they never attempted to attack the town, British ships 
actively interfered with Connecticut’s vital coastal trade and commerce. Many local ships had their 
vessels and cargos seized by the Crown, and while some profited by selling their produce to the Royal 
Navy, others joined the resistance by building and fitting out privateers to attack British ships.  

Connecticut’s other major engagements of the war were at the towns of Essex and Stonington in 1814. 
Essex on the Connecticut River, then known as Pettipaug, was a shipbuilding center that was noted to 
have built vessels for privateers. A British raiding party burned and plundered more than two dozen ships, 
and returned to their vessels with few casualties, although the Connecticut militia were rallied in time to 
protect the town. This raid constituted the largest single loss of American shipping in our history, more 
even than the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.   



In Stonington, the commander of the British squadron, a Captain under Nelson at the Battle of Trafalgar, 
issued an ultimatum to the port to surrender or be destroyed. The Connecticut militia, many from 
surrounding towns and settlements, sent their families and valuables to safety and built defenses to hold 
off the invaders. 

   The Battle in New London Harbor 

 

          Photo Credit: warof1812ct.org 

The British bombarded the town for three days with over 50 tons of shells, shot and rockets, but did 
relatively little damage, while the militia fired back hitting a number of the ships and repulsing several 
landing attempts. The British ships finally sailed away, and the Battle of Stonington was heralded as a 
triumph for Connecticut.  

While Guilford and Branford were not the scenes of the fiercest encounters, many residents joined the 
militias to defend the coast and their livelihoods which depended on coastal trade and commerce. British 
vessels were frequently engaged in Long Island Sound, by both privateers and by official United States 
ships. The Battle of Stony Creek in Branford was short lived but celebrated as a victory by both sides.  
British troops landed in Stony Creek, but local militia fought them off with few casualties. 

                       The Battle of Stoney Creek 

 

                      Photo Credit warhistoryonline.com 

Legend has it, that the mascot on a British schooner, a goat, was shot dead by a local militiaman off the 
Thimble Islands.  

Captain Frederick Lee, born and raised in East Guilford, was a master seaman and private 
merchantman. In 1809, he was commissioned by President James Madison to serve as a captain in the 
U.S. Revenue Cutter Service, a predecessor of the Coast Guard, to collect taxes on goods coming into 
American ports, but also to defend U.S. ships against the piracy of foreign interests. In 1814, while much  



of Long Island Sound was under a British Navy blockade, Captain Lee and his crew sailed to the rescue 
of an American merchant ship sailing out of New Haven. The Royal Navy forced Lee to beach his ship, 
but he and his crew, from a position on a bluff on Long Island engaged the British with canon fire 
throughout the day and into the night, and despite losing their vessel were applauded for their heroic 
resistance under British fire.  

Another tense encounter occurred on Faulkner Island off Guilford Harbor.  The Faulkner Island Light, or 
Lighthouse was commissioned by Thomas Jefferson and constructed in 1802. During the War of 1812 the 
British landed on Faulkner and told the keeper, Solomon Stone, and his wife that they need not fear as 
long as they kept the light burning, realizing the importance to their navigation and operations in Long 
Island Sound. The New London customs inspector ordered Stone to put out the light, however after the 
British then threatened to blow up the lighthouse, an order was issued to relight the light.  

So the war that Connecticut hated left it’s mark along the coast of Long Island Sound. Eventually the 
British Navy left the Sound, although not before attending a grand celebration in New London celebrating 
the Treaty of Ghent, which agreed the peace terms in February 1815.  

Sir Amédée Forestier, The Signing of the Treaty of Ghent, Christmas Eve, 1814, 1914, oil on canvas, Smithsonian 
American Art Museum, Gift of the Sulgrave Institution of the U.S. and Great Britain.

https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/war-of-1812-faqs
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Ribbon Cuttings

Please Visit Our Online Directory to Find More Trusted Members 
for All Your Needs

https://www.shorelinechamberct.com/list/

Or search our 2024 Member Directory at the end of this issue
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