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Deputy Commissioner Rodney Adams, Assistant Commissioner 
Kendall Grant head police force for the next six weeks.



Page 2 | Oct. 20, 2023 - Oct. 27, 2023  | NEWSLINE TCI

Beaches TCI Gives Ianthe Pratt Kitchen Spanking Makeover
Recently the kitchen at the Ianthe Primary School got a spanking makeover, thanks to the benevolence of Beaches TCI Resort and Spa. The new stainless steel 
kitchen makeover replaces the wood structure that existed before. The Beaches staff and management also used the opportunity to engage the students in fun 
activities. The following are photo highlights of the event.
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Puppet time

Keeping the activities interactiveStudents are engaged in the activity

Sandals Foundation Ambassador Patricia Smith 
shares a moment with a student

Beaches Turks and Caicos GM 
James McAnally serves

IPPS Students prepare to enjoy their treats
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Cydereo Smith, a 26-year-old man who was 
charged with being associated with gang ac-
tivities in the Turks and Caicos Islands was 
remanded until December 1, when a suf-
ficiency hearing will be held to determine 
whether the charge against him has merit.

The Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police Force 
wishes to advise the public of the following re-
quirements when requesting police escort and 
coverage for planned events. 
1) Applications MUST be addressed to Super-
intendent of Divisions and Community Policing 
Dwight Gardiner (dwight.gardiner@tcipolice.tc) 
and copied to Assistant Commissioner of Police 
Darron Williams (darron.williams@tcipolice.tc), 

The Kew Town, Providenciales resident 
appeared before the Magistrate Oreika 
Selver-Gardiner unpresented on Tuesday, 
October 17, when the case was mentioned. 
The sufficiency hearing will take place in the 
Supreme Court because the Magistrate’s 

the Office of the Divisional Commander Assis-
tant Superintendent of Police Calvin Chase (cal-
vin.chase@tcipolice.tc) and Communications 
Officer Denyse Renne (denyse.renne@tcipolice.
tc   
2) Applications MUST be submitted 14 days be-
fore the event; 
3) Date of the event; 
4) Venue;  

Courts do not have jurisdiction to try such 
matters.
According to the Royal Turks and Caicos Is-
lands Police Force, Smith’s apprehension 
and subsequent charge followed a shooting 
incident on February 5th, 2023, in Grace 
Bay, where a group of men reportedly bran-
dished weapons and opened fire firearms at 
another group. Fortunately, no severe inju-
ries were reported in the attack.
The charges against Smith were leveled un-
der the Anti-Gang Ordinance (2022) after 
a thorough investigation, and subsequent 
consultations between law enforcement of-
ficers and the Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions.
Superintendent Dean Holden, the Head of 
Crime, Safeguarding, and Public Protection, 
commented on the matter, saying, “This is 
another example of the Police Force’s re-
lentless pursuit of those suspected to be 
involved in gang-related crime, specifically 
the criminal use of illegal firearms. This lat-
est charge also demonstrates our continued 
use of the relatively new Anti-Gang legisla-
tion to target individuals who cause harm to 
our communities.”
The Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police 
Force is advising the public cooperate with 
law enforcement by reporting any informa-
tion related to gangs or other illegal activ-
ities. They can reach out to 911, the near-
est police station, the RTCIPF Serious Crime 
Unit at 232-8752, or TCI Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-8477, all while maintaining their an-
onymity.
In addition to local resources, individuals are 
encouraged to contact Miami-Dade & Flor-
ida Keys Crime Stoppers at 1-305-471-8477 
to share information anonymously. This col-
laborative effort aims to combat gang-relat-
ed activities and enhance public safety with-
in Providenciales.

5) Proposed commencement and end times; 
6) In the case of Walkathon, Runs, Cycling – De-
tailed Routes; 
7) Expected Attendance at the event. 
According to the police, these requirements 
have become necessary to ensure the effective 
planning and allocation of resources.  
The RT&CIPF thanks the public  for its cooper-
ation.

LOCAL NEWS

Suspected Gang Member Remanded For December 1 
Sufficiency Hearing

Police Issues Guidelines for Escorting

A mugshot of alleged gang 
member Cydereo Smith
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With the departure Commissioner of Police Trevor 
Botting, Deputy Commissioner of Police Rodney Ad-
ams and Assistant Commissioner of Police Kendall 
Grant are put in charge of the Roya Turks and Caicos 
Islands Police Force (RTCIPF).
Last week, Her Excellency Governor Dileeni Daniel 
Selvaratnam, staged a farewell reception to mark 
Botting’s retirement Commissioner of Police for the 

Turks and Caicos Islands.
According to the Governor’s Office, the reception 
was held to thank Botting for his service to law en-
forcement in the Turks and Caicos Islands for the last 
six years. The Governor’s Office state that the hunt 
is underway to find a replacement for Botting, not-
ing that within the next six weeks, the replacement 
should be in place. 
“Mr. Kendall Grant and then Mr. Rodney Adams will 
be Acting Commissioner for the next six weeks until 
the Commissioner of Police recruitment is complet-
ed,” a statement from the Governor’s Office said.  
It is not immediately clear as to whether Adams or 
Grant has applied for the position.
Botting’s tenure as Commissioner of Police was 
marked by both challenges and achievements. He 
presided over a period in which the Turks and Caicos 
Islands experienced their highest-ever murder rate 
– 2022, as well as the emergence of the notorious 
criminal, Bradon Rahming, who was responsible for 
many murders, including children. 
Under his leadership, Rahming was shot to death in 
confrontation with the police. Additionally, Botting 
played a significant role in modernizing the RTCIPF, 
particularly in the digitization of the Police Records 
Department, resulting in significant improvements 
in record-keeping efficiency.
In a statement, Governor Dileeni Daniel Selvaratnam 
praised Commissioner Botting for his professional-
ism and dedication in leading the police force during 
a period of increasing complexity in the policing 
landscape. She also mentioned his efforts to imple-

ment wider safeguards for victims of crime.
The governor stated: “Commissioner Botting has 
served the Turks and Caicos Islands with dedicat-
ed care for the past six years. As Commissioner of 
Police, he has led the Force with professionalism, 
dealing with a changing policing landscape that has 
become ever more challenging and complex. During 
his tenure, Commissioner Botting has also worked 
with partners across the criminal justice system, to 
implement wider safeguards for victims of crime. I 
would like to thank him for his service and wish him 
all the best with his future endeavours. The recruit-
ment campaign for the next Commissioner of Police 
will issue shortly.”
For his part, Commissioner Botting expressed pride 
in leading the RTCIPF for four years as Commissioner 
and two years as Deputy Commissioner. He empha-
sized his confidence in the force’s ability to continue 
to evolve and meet the challenges it faces. He fur-
ther assured that his departure would be carried out 
with minimal disruption to the force’s operations 
and the services it provides to protect the commu-
nity and visitors.
“It has been my privilege to lead and serve the men 
and woman of the Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Po-
lice Force for the last four years as Commissioner, 
and for over two years prior to that as the Deputy 
Commissioner. 
“I am proud of what the Force has achieved in this 
time, and I am confident that it will continue to de-
velop to meet the challenges it faces. My departure 
from post will be carried out in a way that causes 
the least disruption to the Force and the services we 
provide to protect our communities and all those 
who visit our islands,” Commissioner said.
Commissioner Botting was appointed as the Com-
missioner of the Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Po-
lice Force in July 2019 having previously served as 
the Deputy Commissioner from May 2017.
 The search for the next Commissioner of Police is 
truly in earnest, with the job advertisement high-
lighting the need for individuals with the utmost 
integrity, ethical values, and a commitment to main-
taining high policing standards. 
“The Commissioner of Police leads the command of 
the Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police Force (RT-
CIPF). You will serve the people and the interests of 
the Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI), understanding and 
meeting head-on the scale of the territory’s national 
security challenges. You will need to work effectively 
in a multi-agency environment to tackle, reduce and 
prevent crime, ensuring the RTCIPF builds trust and 
confidence with the communities it serves.
“As the Commissioner of Police, you will need to be 
a person of the utmost integrity and ethical values, 
demonstrating personal drive, energy, and com-
mitment to the role. You will define and reinforce 
policing standards, demonstrating these personally, 
whilst implementing a strong ethical framework of 
behaviour and personal responsibility for the RT-
CIPF,” the advertisement said in part.
According to the advertisement, the new Com-
missioner will be tasked with addressing national 
security challenges, working collaboratively in a 
multi-agency environment, and building trust and 
confidence within the communities served by the 
RTCIPF.
“You must demonstrate excellent interpersonal 
communication skills, with the ability to engage and 
influence key stakeholders, manage relationships, 
build trust and work in collaboration. 
“You will need sound judgment, decision-making 
and problem-solving skills with an understanding 
of applicable laws, policies, and procedures in the 
context of the Turks and Caicos Islands, the adver-
tisement continued. 

LOCAL NEWS

Rodney Adams, Kendall Grant Take 
Charge of Police Force For Six Weeks

Trevor Botting exited the 
force through retirement
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 The Role of the Media - Reporting 
Both Liked and Disliked Stories

However, the media is not exempt from 
scrutiny. It must adhere to ethical stan-
dards, strive for objectivity, and avoid 
sensationalism. Journalists should be 
mindful of their own biases and work to 
counteract them in their reporting.
In an era of social media and personal-
ized news feeds, individuals also have a 
responsibility. It’s essential to consume 
a diverse range of media and critically 
evaluate information. By seeking out dif-
ferent perspectives and engaging with 
news that challenges our beliefs, we can 
contribute to a healthier and more in-
formed public discourse.
In conclusion, the media’s role is not to 
cater to personal preferences or biases 
but to provide accurate, fair, and com-
prehensive coverage of events and is-
sues. Reporting on stories we like and 
dislike is part of a responsible media’s 
mission to empower citizens, hold pow-
er accountable, and encourage open di-
alogue. It is up to both the media and 
the public to ensure that the Fourth Es-
tate remains a cornerstone of a vibrant 
democracy.

In a world saturated with information, 
the role of the media is more critical than 
ever. The media serves as a cornerstone 
of democracy, facilitating transparency, 
accountability, and public awareness. 
But what happens when the media re-
ports on stories we like or dislike? Is their 
role compromised by personal biases, or 
is it an inherent part of their duty? Let’s 
explore the importance of a balanced 
approach.
The media’s primary function is to pro-
vide citizens with unbiased, accurate, 
and comprehensive information. This 
mandate includes reporting on stories 
that may not align with our personal 
preferences, beliefs, or values. Here’s 
why this is essential:
1. Fostering Informed Citizens: A func-
tioning democracy relies on informed 
citizens who can make well-rounded de-
cisions. Reporting only on stories that 
resonate with one’s personal preferenc-
es would create a distorted view of real-
ity. It’s essential for the media to cover 
a wide range of topics, even if some are 
uncomfortable or unpopular.

2. Ensuring Accountability: The media 
plays a critical role in holding institu-
tions, public officials, and corporations 
accountable. A selective approach to 
reporting, focusing only on favorable 
stories, would undermine this essential 
function. By shedding light on issues we 
may dislike, the media helps prevent 
abuses of power and corruption.
3. Encouraging Debate and Under-
standing: An open society thrives on 
the exchange of ideas and perspectives. 
Covering stories that challenge our 
preconceived notions can lead to con-
structive debates and a more profound 
understanding of complex issues. It’s 
through this process that societies can 
progress and evolve.
4. Guarding Against Bias and Censor-
ship: A media that reports selectively 
based on personal preferences risks be-
coming a propaganda tool. It’s vital for 
the media to remain independent and 
free from undue influence, offering a 
balanced view of various topics, even 
when they may be unpopular or uncom-
fortable.

 EDITORIAL
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Dangerous Sex Enhancers On Sale In TCI
LOCAL NEWS

Ministry of Health and Human Services (MoHHS) 
is cautioning against the selling and purchasing of 
health products that are promoted as sexual en-
hancers
The MoHHS, in response to a Health Canada adviso-
ry, is advising all local suppliers and the general pub-
lic to discontinue the sale and/or use of these health 
products which promote sexual enhancement. 
This advisory - borne out of a public health con-
cern - is issued due to the serious health risks as-
sociated with the consumption of these products. 
A full list of the items can be found at https://re-
calls-rappels.canada.ca/en/alert-recall/unautho-
rized-sexual-enhancement-products-may-pose-seri-
ous-health-risks#wb-auto-102
 The products in question – which are unauthorised 

in Canada - have been tested by Health Canada and 
are found to contain active ingredients not listed on 
product labels (including prescription drugs, that 
have possibly exceeded the maximum recommend-
ed doses), also dangerous ingredients single or a 
combined (particularly drugs that should be avail-
able only by prescription, or a combination of in-
gredients that are not permitted because of serious 
health risks).
The MOHHS said the public is reminded that pre-
scription drugs should be taken only under the su-
pervision of a health professional because they may 
cause serious side effects. Using a product that con-
tains ingredients that the consumer is not aware of 
increases the chance of dangerous allergies and in-
teractions with other medications and foods. Some 
of these products were found to have ingredients 
such as acetaminophen/paracetamol, levodopa, 
sildenafil, tadalafil and yohimbine.
 Acetaminophen/Paracetamol is a drug that can 
pose serious health risks if too much is taken These 
include serious skin reactions (e.g. blistering) and 
liver damage. Liver damage may lead to liver failure 
or, in the most severe cases, death.
According to the MOHHS, Levodopa is combined 
with other drug ingredients in anti-Parkinson’s med-
ications. It may interact with drugs prescribed for 
high blood pressure. It should not be used by people 
with narrow-angle glaucoma, with untreated heart, 
liver, blood, kidney, lung (bronchial asthma) or hor-
monal diseases and breastfeeding or pregnant indi-
viduals. 
Some of the side effects requiring medical attention 
include: 
•	 severe or persistent nausea or vomiting,
•	 irregular heartbeat or fluttering in the chest, 
•	 hallucinations, 
•	 lightheadedness when standing quickly,
•	 or unusual changes in mood or behaviour.
“Sildenafil and tadalafil are used to treat erectile 
dysfunction. They should not be used by individuals 
taking any kind of nitrate drug (e.g., nitroglycerin) 
as they can cause potentially life-threatening low 
blood pressure. Individuals with heart problems are 
at increased risk of side effects such as heart attack, 
stroke, chest pain, high blood pressure, abnormal 

heartbeat, abnormal vision and hearing loss. 
“Tadalafil taken in combination with caffeine may in-
crease the risk of serious adverse reactions, includ-
ing, but not limited to heart attack, stroke, blood 
pressure changes and abnormal or irregular heart-
beat,” the MOHHS said in a statement.
It said further that Yohimbine is derived from yo-
himbe, a bark extract. It said the use of yohimbine 
or yohimbe may result in serious adverse reactions 
particularly in people with high blood pressure, or 
heart, kidney or liver disease. 
Side effects include increased blood pressure and 
heart rate, anxiety, tremors, and sleep disorders. It 
should not be used by people who are pregnant or 
breastfeeding, those who have liver, heart, or kid-
ney disease, or by people with psychiatric condi-
tions. The product Inner Man Gold which has been 
identified on the TCI market is not listed on Health 
Canada’s list, but its label indicates the presence of 
yohimbe.
The MoHHS said that its top priority is to ensure 
public health safety and so wishes to advise con-
sumers to stop using the mentioned products and 
contact their respective local suppliers. Consumers 
may contact the Environmental Health Department 
at 338-2142 for more information on how best to 
dispose of these sexual enhancers. 
In addition,  the MOHHS said consumers should con-
tact their pharmacist, physician or other healthcare 
provider if they have any questions, concerns, or 
have experienced any problems related to the use of 
these sexual enhancers. Consumers are also advised 
to report any side effects via the MoHHS’ Adverse 
Drug Reaction Form found at https://gov.tc/docs/
ADR.pdf.
Download all attachments as a zip file
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Vialis 2 Oral Jelly has been tested by Health Can-
ada and found to contain tadalafil.

ExtenZe is Labelled to 
contain yohimbe

Stiff Rox, a product with similar packaging (pre-
viously seized) was tested and found to contain 
sildenafil and tadalafil. Reports are that it is on the 
TCI market.

Inner Man Gold Male Dietary Supplement, which 
is was not on the Health Canada list. However, its 
label indicates the presence of yohimbe. Reports 
are that it is on the TCI market.
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The Caribbean Tourism Organization’s (CTO) return 
of the State of the Tourism Industry Conference (SO-
TIC) 2023, in Providenciales a tremendous success, 
according to the Ministry of Tourism.
 The first staging of SOTIC since the pandemic, the 

conference saw insightful and informative discus-
sions over two days at the host hotel, The Shore 
Club, Long Bay @theshoreclubtc, under the theme 
“Invest. Innovate. Inspire. A new model for Caribbe-
an tourism growth”.
 Turks and Caicos Islands Governor, Her Excellency 
Dileeni Daniel-Selvaratnam, said in her welcome re-
marks that the theme highlights the critical position 
of the travel and tourism industry as a vehicle for 
social and economic development, which needs to 
be underpinned by long-term tourism policies that 
account for impact investment, waste management, 
conservation and sustainability.
 Hon. Charles Washington Missick, Premier of The 
Turks and Caicos Islands, in his remarks, urged dele-
gates to work together to make the Tourism Industry 
sustainable, particularly in the face of the challenges 
posed by climate change for Small Island Develop-
ment States (SIDS).
 Hon. Josephine Connolly, Minister of Tourism for 
The Turks and Caicos Islands, in her welcome ad-
dress, spoke with pride of the Carrying Capacity 
Study, The Turks and Caicos Islands in the process of 
conducting.  The first Caribbean country to conduct 
an in-depth study of entire the tourism industry.
 “It reflects our dedication to safeguarding our pris-
tine beaches, lush landscapes, and vibrant culture. 
It embodies our promise to protect what makes the 
Turks and Caicos Islands unique, ensuring that fu-
ture generations can revel in the same beauty that 
has enchanted us for centuries,” she said.
In his opening address, the Hon. Kenneth Bryan, 

Chairman of the CTO Council of Ministers and Com-
missioners said the “Caribbean is one of the fastest 
growing tourism regions in the world and in order 
to keep up with the rapidly evolving pace of change, 
we have to be willing to do things differently to 
maintain our competitive edge”.
 Day one’s theme “Tourism Investment and Financ-
ing in the Caribbean” saw keynote speaker Franz Ro-
jas-Ortuste, Director of Water and Sanitation Analy-
sis Division at CAF- the Development Bank of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, look at potential areas 
for investment, urging the region to maximise niches 
such as festivals and gastronomy to bring in millions 
of dollars like their Latin American counterparts.
The first day also featured a Ministerial Panel on In-
vestment Trends, Partnership and Maximising Tour-
ism Growth, a message from the UNWTO on green 
investments and a panel discussion on strategies for 
positioning tourism for new investment opportuni-
ties.
 On Day two, under the theme Exploring the Driv-
ers for Caribbean Tourism Growth, keynote speaker 
Doug Lansky, Global Tourism and Travel expert chal-
lenged stakeholders to find creative and innovative 
ways to incorporate sustainability into their opera-
tions and enhance tourist spend.
 There were robust panel discussions on Aviation 
Competitiveness in the Caribbean with the thorny 
issue of inter-regional travel taking centre stage. 
There were also panel discussions on Digital Trans-
formation in Tourism, Engaging the Filmed Enter-
tainment Industry to advance
Caribbean tourism and a path towards growth of 
tourism in the context of the Turks and Caicos Is-
lands experience.
 The week kicked off with a welcome at the Grace 
Bay Club @gracebayclub on Monday night which 
showcased the culture and cuisine of the Turks and 
Caicos Islands.
 There were performances from the TCI songbird 
Barbara Johnson, David Bowen and TUCA, Mike ‘The 
General”, the Q Band Lynks and top sound system 
Prime DJs.
 The close of the conference saw Tourism Ministers 
and delegates immersing themselves in The Turks 
and Caicos Island’s culture at the popular Thursday 
night Fish Fry where they enjoyed local cuisine and 
performances from Provision band, Elroy Simmons 
and TCI Dolls as well as a Junkanoo display.
 Outside of the formal activities, Ministers of Tourism 
were treated to a private dinner at Parrot Cay and 
the regional and international media experienced 
tours to North and Middle Caicos, South Caicos and 
Grand Turk as well as dinner at @CrackpotKitchen 
and @KokomosBotanicalResort.
 The week closed with the Youth Congress at Beach-
es Resort Villages and Spa @beachesturksandcaicos 
in The Bight, which saw the region’s youth from 14 
countries present their plans for the tourism indus-
try in their respective islands. First place went to 
Naomi Onwufuju of the British Virgin Islands, sec-
ond place, Jordan Greig of Barbados and third place, 
Jael Morgan of Tobago.
 We would like to thank our major sponsors for SO-
TIC 2023: The Ministry of Tourism, Experience Turks 
and Caicos, the Turks and Caicos Hotel and Tourism 
Association, The Shore Club, Beaches Resort and 
Spa, Fortis TCI, The Bankers Association, as well as 
COMO Parrot Bay, Wymara Resort and Villas, TKCA, 
RED Hospitality and Leisure, HAB Group, The Palms 
Turks and Caicos, Mr. Groupers Restaurant, Seven 
Stars Resort and Spa, and The Wine Cellar.
 SOTIC 2024 will be held in the Cayman Islands.

 LOCAL NEWS

SOTIC ‘23 Regarded As ‘A Tremendous Success’

Minister of Tourism Hon. Josepine Connolly
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The Turks and Caicos Islands Airports Au-
thority (TCIAA) is advising the the public 
and potential bidders that the deadline for 
submissions on the Invitation for Prequal-
ification for the Howard Hamilton Interna-
tional Airport Redevelopment Project has 
been extended to November 10th, 2023. 
The Turks and Caicos Islands Airports Au-
thority issued on August 15, 2023, an In-
vitation for Prequalification for the Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) for the redevel-
opment, expansion and ongoing operation 
and maintenance of the Howard Hamilton 
International Airport (the “Invitation for 
Prequalification”). 
A Prequalification Application must be en-
closed in a sealed envelope with APPEN-
DIX 1 (Prequalification Envelope Label) at-
tached firmly to the front. No additional 
marks should be placed on the envelope. 
An Applicant is responsible for ensuring 
their Prequalification Application is com-
plete and reaches the address as stated on 
the Prequalification Envelope Label no lat-
er than 10:00 A.M. - Friday, 10 November, 
2023. 
All supporting documents can be found on 
our website at www.tciairports.com

Extended Deadline for Howard Hamilton International 
Airport submissions & Prequalification 

Almost 2,000 Police Records Yet 
To Be Collected

 The Police Records Department of the 
Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police 
Force (RTCIPF) are asking applicants who 
applied for their police records up to Oc-
tober 16 collect them.
A news release from the RTCIPF stated 
that there has been a pile-up of police 
records which were yet to be collected. 
The release said almost 2,000 processed 
police records have been sitting at its Old 
Airport Road facility, awaiting pick-up.
The release stated: “Persons who have 
applied for their Police Records from 
June 29th – October 16th, 2023, are  
kindly asked to visit Police Headquarters, 
Old Airport Road, Providenciales to col-
lect them.  
“Presently, 1752 certificates are  awaiting 
collection.   Certificates, except for public 
holidays, can be collected from 8:30 a.m. 

-3 p.m., Monday to  Friday.  Please note 
certificates are valid for SIX (6) months 
from the issue date.  The Royal Turks and 
Caicos Islands Police Force thanks you for 
your cooperation.”
The processing of police records have 
been the bone of contention for mem-
bers of the public, who complained that 
it took months for them to get their re-
cords after making their application. 
However, the RTCIPF, who solicited the 
assistance of Deputy Premier and Minis-
ter of Finance Hon. E. Jay Saunders, cre-
ated a news system, designed to process 
hundreds of applications per day. 
That system, according to the RTCIPF has 
been  working magnificently, to the ap-
parent point that they are being process-
ing these document much sooner that 
the applicants’ expected them to.

The Howard Hamilton International Airport, formerly 
the Providenciales International Airpprt
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Sparkling “In The Pink”
 LOCAL NEWS

In the Pink Shopping Extravaganza, held at the 
Palms Resort, on Saturday, October 14, saw 
hundreds of patrons attending the event. Pa-
trons did not only attend the event out of cu-
riosity, but also to purchase, clothes, shoes, 
jewelry and a variety of other items displayed 
by the various vendors, including Minister of 
Tourism Hon. Josephine Connolly. In The Pink 
is the National Cancer Society’s biggest fund-
raising even each year. It is held each October, 
which is observed as Breast Cancer Month.
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Caribbean Food and Wine Festival 
Welcome Party

The Caribbean Food and Wine Festival con-
cluded on Sunday, October 15, closing out the 
four-day festival, which was described as one of 
the best held. One of the biggest highlights of 
the event was the welcome party held at Grace 
Bay Club on Thursday, October 12. That event 
saw a variety of foods and wines, good music, 
cigar-rolling and lively conversations. The night 
was capped with scintillating display of fire-
works. The following are photo highlights of the 
event.
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SHAKIAH LEWIS APPOINTED AS NEW FEMALE 
YOUTH AMBASSADOR

 The Department of Youth Affairs is pleased to 
announce the 2023-2024 Caricom Youth Am-
bassador Ms. Shakiah Lewis. Ms. Lewis, brings 
years of experience as a youth trailblazer in TCI 
and is no stranger to representing youth in Turks 
and Caicos and regionally. 

The Department of Environment and Coastal 
Resources (DECR) would like to inform Non-Gov-
ernmental Organisations (NGOs), environmen-
tal partners as well as fellow environmental 
stewards of the opening of the third round of 
Darwin Plus Local. 
Darwin Plus Local is a new scheme within the ex-
isting UK government’s Darwin Plus fund, which 
funds projects to protect unique biodiversity 
and improve resilience to climate change with-

She has represented TCI in the CPA Parliament 
debates in Trinidad and Australia. Through 
these platforms she continuously displays her 
passion in public speaking, especially for Youth 
Advocacy. Ms Lewis is also a member Rotaract 
Club Grand Turk, the Civil Service Association 

in the UK Overseas Territories (UKOTs). Darwin 
Plus Local has been introduced to support small 
scale environmental projects exclusively in the 
UKOTs, with the aim of building capacity in-ter-
ritory and contributing to local economies.
This round will provide grants of up to £50,000 
for organisations, and up to £20,000 for individ-
uals.
Projects can last for a maximum of 12-months.
The expected start date for successful projects 
is from 1 April 2024.

Young Workers Group, AOL Foundation, and TCI 
Community College Alumni Association.  
Currently Ms Lewis is a Graduate Upper Pri-
mary Teacher and holds a double major with 
honours in Sociology and Elementary Education 
and a minor in Education with a concentration 
in Childhood Socialization from University of 
Tampa.
During her tenure as Youth Ambassador, she 
plans on being involved in advocacy campaigns 
focused on specific youth-related issues, such 
as education, employment, health, and social 
inclusion. In addition, implementing a program 
that focus on stress management that not only 
explores such issues as radicalization but the 
development of peace building, conflict man-
agement, tolerance and respect. Furthermore, 
she plans to work closely with youth volunteer 
service to introduce youth to study aboard and 
promote global learning.
The Director of Youth Affairs Mrs. Jasmine 
Thomas Commented, “The National Youth Am-
bassador Program gives youth an opportunity 
to engage in positive youth development by 
empowering young people to participate and 
bring to the forefront social issues that are af-
fecting them.    Without a doubt I know Ms.  
Lewis will be successful in her role in being a 
voice for youth in decision making.  I look for-
ward to seeing her projects come to fruition, in 
particular establishing peace building initiatives 
among the youth in TCI”.
National Youth Ambassadors are a part of the 
regional network of young Caribbean nation-
als mandated by Heads of Governments to 
advocate for and educate young people about 
regional priorities and social issues facing the 
economy. 
They perform a dual role, addressing youth is-
sues at the national level within a regional stra-
tegic framework, as well as bringing national 
issues to the attention of the Region’s policy 
makers. The Programme is coordinated by the 
Department responsible for Youth Affairs at the 
national level; and facilitated at the regional 
level through multiple networking and collab-
orative relationships with stakeholders such as 
CARICOM and the Commonwealth Secretariat.

All projects must be completed by 31 March 
2025.
The deadline for application is 23:59 GMT on 
Wednesday, 23 November 2023.
Further information can be found on the Dar-
win Plus website: https://dplus.darwininitiative.
org.uk/apply/
If you have any questions regarding the applica-
tion process, please contact DarwinPlusLocal@
jncc.gov.uk

LOCAL NEWS

DARWIN PLUS LOCAL R3 OPEN
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Looking for a worshipping house to praise God and fellowship with members of the body of Christ, here is a list of some of the available sanctuaries you can attend 
throughout the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Editor’s Note: If your Ministry is not listed and/or 
you would like for it to be part of the 
NEWSLINETCI Church Diary, 
contact us at:contact@newslinetci.com

One Nation Empowerment Center 
Church Ministry, Suite #12 Alliance 
Business Center, Princess Drive, Grace Bay, 
Providenciales. Tel: (649) 244-6194. 
Email: apostleyoung1952@yahoo.com.

Touch of Love Ministries International 
Center
Industrial Park, Five Cays, Providenciales
Tel: 941-4903 Fax: 941-7731

Christ is the Answer Ministry, 
George Alley Off Aviation Drive, 
Providenciales 
Tel: 241-8030

Anglican Church Rectory Grant 
Turk,
Front Street, Grand Turk     Tel:946-2289

Bethany Baptist Church,
Blue Hills, Providenciales 
Tel:941-4803 / 941-5632 / 941-5118

Church of God of Prophesy,
Lower Bight, Providenciales
Tel: 941-8854

Bible Study Ministries, Grand Turk 
Tel:946-1866

Calvary Baptist Church, 
South Caicos
Tel:946-3212

Church of God of Prophesy, 
Providenciales    Tel:941-3438

Abundant Life Ministries International
P.O. Box 696 Christian City, Leeward 
Highway, Providenciales
Tel:941-941-4750    Fax: 941-4755

Roman Catholic Church, 
Providenciales,  Tel: 941-5136

Faith Tabernacle Church of God, 
Providenciales,  Tel:946-4073

New Testament Church of God 
Orea Alley 
P.O. Box 495 Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-1255
 Airport Road, South Caicos     
Tel:231-2402

New Beginning Harvest Ministry, 
Pond Street, Grand Turk      Tel:946-1759

Mount Mariah Baptist Church, 
Conch Bar Middle Caicos   Tel:946-6205

New Testament Church of God, 
Orea Alley, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2175

New Testament Church of God, 
South Caicos  Tel:946-3631

Methodist Church, 
Grand Turk  Tel:946-2352

Healing Waters Ministries, 
Blue Hills Providenciales  Tel: 941-5867

House of Prayer Church of God, 
Long Bay Road Providenciales  Tel: 941-8309

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Darrell Road, Grand Turk  Tel:946-2727

St. Monica’s Anglican Church 
P.O. Box 866 Cheshire Hall Providenciales
Tel: 946-4046
Fax:946-4046;941-8499
Turks and Caicos Mission of Seventh 
Day Adventists,
P.O. Box 803, Providenciales

Wesleyan Methodist Church, 
Blue Hills, Providenciales
Tel: 946-4075; 941-4223; 941-3596

United Pentecostal Church,
Brown’s Plaza, Leeward Highway, 
Providenciales       Tel: 956-5852

Paradise Baptist Church,
Five Cays, Providenciale
Tel:941-4349

Revival Faith Center, 
North Backsalina, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2349

Salem Baptist Church, 
Mission Folly, Grand Turk
Tel:946-2565

Solid Rock Apostolic Ministries 
International, 
Discovery Bay Providenciales 
Tel: 946-5181

This week on Newsline 
Featured Church, we 
turn the spotlight on All 
Saints Mission Church, 
located along the Lee-
ward Highway in Provi-
denciales. The minister 
for that body of Christ is 
Pastor James Prospere. 
All Saints Church, which 
has one of the largest 
memberships of the any 
such body in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands, con-
ducts two services on 
Sunday – the Sunday 
Morning Service and the 
Sunday Night Service. 
On Wednesday Night is 
Prayer Meeting and on 
Friday its their Youth 
Service. 

Life line Church Directory

Featured Church
LIFELINE

All Saints Mission 
Church
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PDM Deputy Leader Attends International 
Conference

Deputy Leader of the People’s Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) Mr. Robert Been, travelled to Man-
chester, UK from October 1st to 4th to attend the 
Conservative Party Conference 2023. 
 Been, along with other delegates from the Carib-
bean Democrat Union (CDU), participated in sever-
al bilateral meetings with key officials including Rt. 
Hon. James Cleverly - UK Foreign Secretary, Rt. Hon. 

Greg Hands - Chairman of the Conservative Party, 
and Hon. Richard Graham  - Chair of the Westmin-
ster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) Board of 
Governors. 
As part of the international delegation attending 
the Conservative Party Conference in Manchester, 
Been also met with other delegates from Africa, 
Asia, and the Middle East.  Matters affecting the 

TCI and the wider region were discussed including 
climate change, the rise in gun violence, and illegal 
migration. 
Been also attended several panel discussions 
on Youth in Politics, The Rise of Disinformation, 
Strengthening Democracy Globally, and New Tech-
nologies in the Energy Industry including the use of 
Hydrogen. 
While in Manchester, Been also took the opportu-
nity to engage with a few members of the TCI dias-
pora to gain a deeper understanding of the issues 
they face and to also share the PDM’s position on 
matters impacting the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
“It was an honor and privilege to represent the 
Turks and Caicos Islands and the People’s Demo-
cratic Movement at this major conference with my 
colleagues from the CDU and other delegates from 
around the world,” Been Said in a statement.
He continued: “The bilateral meetings and other 
engagements were important opportunities to dis-
cuss the pressing issues facing our country and our 
people, particularly gun violence, cost of living and 
illegal migration. 
“The PDM is committed to representing the people 
of the TCI at the highest levels and looks forward to 
further engagements and meaningful dialogue with 
our international partners working to strengthen 
democracy and good governance practice.” 

CDU Delegates with Rt.Hon. James Cleverly UK Foreign Secretary (Left to Right - Mr. Nick Francis Secre-
tary General CDU, Rt. Hon. James Cleverly UK Foreign Secretary, Mr. Kendron Christopher CYDU Chair-
man, Mr. Robert Been Deputy Leader PDM Turks and Caicos Islands, Mr. Jemy Altenor UWP St. Lucia.

Mr. Robert Been with Rt. Hon. Greg Hands, Con-
servative Party Chairman

CDU Delegates with Chair of the WFD 
Board of Governors Hon. Richard Graham
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Relations Manager Orville Morgan.  
The volunteers filled several bags with items 
washed ashore such as plastic and glass bottles, 
clothes, household items, and drink cans.
Morgan noted that the team did a detailed 
check of the beach, determined to remove even 
the smallest item of rubbish. The waste collect-
ed was properly sorted and then removed by 
the Grounds team. 
The Sandals Foundation commits itself to pre-
serving the natural surroundings through proj-
ects in education, environment, and communi-

LOCAL NEWS

The Grace Bay Beach in Providenciales recently 
received a much-needed facelift when Sandals 

Foundation ambassadors and members of the 
Environmental, Health and Safety (EHS) de-
partment from Beaches Turks and Caicos (BTC) 
cleared more than 250 pounds of garbage and 
discarded items from the beach to mark Inter-
national Coastal Clean-Up Day (ICC).
“Our committed team members were delighted 
to help in providing some level of protection for 
the environment as well as protecting the pris-
tine beauty of the shoreline and beaches here 
in the beautiful by nature, Turks and Caicos Is-
lands”, shared Beaches Turks and Caicos Public 

Grace Bay Beach gets Sandals 
Foundation clean-up

ty.
“A lot of the waste have been washed up on our 
shores and being agents of change, as a resort 
we were happy to see how much our efforts 
were important in helping with the cleaning of 
our environment,” noted Shuntal Gibson, EHS 
Manager at the resort who led a team of volun-
teers out for the clean-up.
Sandals Foundation said the labour of love was 
a collaboration between three environmental 
groups at Beaches Turks and Caicos – the Beach-
es Public Relations Team, Earth Guardians, and 
the Sandals Foundation Ambassadors.
Through this annual event, the International 
Ocean Conservancy hopes to spread awareness 
and encourage everyone to stop trash at the 
source, a mission the Sandals Foundation fully 
supports.
General Manager James McAnally said the San-
dals Foundation is cognisant of the fact that the 
beach is heavily patronised by members of the 
local community, “which is why we are so happy 
to be able to work with our team of volunteers 
to keep this particular beach clean”.
“It was really pleasing to see how much our ef-
forts were important in helping with the clean-
ing of our environment,” said Jennie Parsons, 
one of the many volunteers from the resort who 
turned out for the clean-up.
To ensure long-term benefits, those who use 
the beach the most – area residents – were giv-
en tips on the role they can play maintain the 
environment.
“We educated residents who were there about 
the importance of keeping the beach clean and 
protecting our environment because if we don’t 
ensure that they understand the importance 
then the beach will be back in that deplorable 
state before we know it,” said Morgan.

ICCD News 1 - Some members of team two led by 
EHS Manager Shuntal Gibson (left).

ICCD News 2 - Member of the Maintenance and 
Engineering Unit, Bernard Florvil on the go.

ICCD News 3 - First set of waste collected by team one led 
by the General Manager, James McAnally (3rd from left).
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ISU Seeks Social Need 
Assessment Surveyors 

The Informal Settlement Unit (ISU) is 
now accepting applications from suit-
ably qualified and experienced per-
sons to fill the posts of Temporary Sur-
veyors, to assist the Unit in assessing 
the living conditions of persons living 
in informal settlements throughout 
the TCI,  which is scheduled to take 
place during the period November 
2023 to January 2024.
ISU is encouraging residents with 
the requisite skill set or aptitude to 
sign-up for this project, as the Social 
Needs Assessment Survey is essential 
to understanding the dynamics of in-
formal settlements, to inform policies 
and initiatives aimed at improving the 

living conditions and opportunities 
for residents in these communities.
Prospective Surveyors must be at least 
18 years of age and; must sit a written 
aptitude test; must have a clean po-
lice record; must be able to conduct 
surveys using tablets, possess good 
numerical and reading skills; must 
possess strong interpersonal and 
communication skills; be willing to 
work evenings and weekends as and 
when required; and be available to at-
tend three days of training in prepara-
tion for the work.
 If selected, the incumbent will be ex-
pected to: 
•	 Locate and visit personally ev-

ery inhabited or habitable dwelling in 
the informal settlement (s) to which 
he/she may be assigned;
•	 Complete survey forms accu-
rately for each person and each dwell-
ing according to instructions;
•	 Assist any other Surveyor in the 
performance of his/her duties in any 
other informal settlement if so direct-
ed by the ISU Supervisor; and
•	 Assist the ISU Supervisor in the 
performance of such other duties as 
the ISU Supervisor may determine.
 Selection will be based on successful 
completion of: Training and Evalua-
tion Test and Mock Interviews.
Exclusions
Persons employed with professional 
obligations that may conflict with the 
confidentiality provision within the 
ISU are excluded. 
Those individuals would be persons 
employed within the Royal Turks and 
Caicos Islands Police Force and the 
Immigration Department and can-
didates for elective office in the last 
general election.  The reason give is 
that the principle that the Survey is 
that it is a national activity and should 
be seen as non-partisan. 
Persons that do not have or cannot 
show proof of a clean police record 
will be excluded. 
Application forms for persons apply-
ing can be completed by scanning the 
barcode on the flyer or visiting our 
website at https://www.isutci.com/
careers
Creole and Spanish speaking persons 
are invited to apply.
Preference will be given to persons 
that are qualified for the job.
All applications must be accompanied 
by curriculum vitae along with a po-
lice record. No application will be pro-
cessed unless it is accompanied by a 
police record.
 Forms must be completed by Novem-
ber 3rd 2023.

LOCAL NEWS
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perature of your breasts should feel natural and 
aligned with your whole body temperature.
The only thing that should ever come out of 
your nipples is milk. If you are not breastfeed-
ing, there should be no discharge from your 
nipples. Discharge if you are not pregnant or 
breastfeeding could be a sign of a variety of 
things, from a medication side effect to cancer.
BREAST SORENESS
Also, your breasts should not hurt on a day-to-
day basis. As always, there are exceptions to 
every rule. Many women experience soreness 
in the breast before or during their period. If 
this is normal for you, it is nothing to worry 
about.
Dr Williams said the aim of Teshuva Wellness 
is to empower women by creating a culture 
where they can be proactive about their breast 
health all the time, not just once per year.
By being proactive, women, he said, can also 
take advantage of breast thermography, or 
thermal imaging, which is a non-invasive and 
painless test that doctors sometimes use to 
monitor for early breast changes that could in-
dicate breast cancer. It works by detecting in-
creases in temperature.
“Thermography does not involve radiation, no 
pain, no squeezing, no contact with the ma-
chine. Instead, it uses an ultra-sensitive cam-
era to produce high-resolution, infrared pho-
tographs, or heat images, of the breast. Skin 
surface temperatures and blood vessel pat-
terns display normal and abnormal physiolo-
gy,” Dr Williams said.
According to him, research studies have also 
shown that an abnormal thermogram is the 

If your breasts could speak, what 
would they say?

GENETICS PLAY a strong role in breast cancer 
risks. A history of ovarian or breast cancers on 
either side of a woman’s family sometimes in-
creases the risk of developing breast cancer.
According to Dr Andre Williams, haematologist 
and integrative Oncologist at Teshuva Wellness, 
when thinking of signs of cancers in women, 
many people list lumps in the breast as one of 
the top contenders.
“While it is true that if a new lump suddenly 
forms, you should get it checked out by a doc-
tor, most breast lumps are perfectly natural. If 
all you feel are the same bumps in both breasts 
over a long period of time, you have nothing to 
worry about,” Dr Williams said.
BUMPS AND BIRTHMARKS
When it comes to breast health and your body 
in general, clear skin is healthy skin. The skin 
on your breasts should naturally be more or 
less flat and smooth. Again, consistency is key. 
Bumps and birthmarks that are always present 
are not a problem.
“A sudden change in the skin on your breasts 
should be reported to a doctor. This is not a 
common sign of breast cancer, but may be a 
different medical issue. Skin changes as a sign 
of cancers in women are relatively rare. Even 
so, clear skin is the best indicator of good 
breast health,” Dr Williams said.
When your body is healthy, circulation causes 
the temperature to be consistent everywhere, 
including the breasts. Breasts should be warm 
like the rest of the torso. Reporting any unnat-
ural warmth to your doctor can help prevent 
breast cancer. Heat could be a sign of an infec-
tion or another condition. In general, the tem-

highest known marker of risk for the presence 
of or future development of breast cancer.
FAMILY HISTORY
“An abnormal thermogram is 10 times more 
significant as a future risk indicator for breast 
cancer than a first order family history. In the 
context of breast cancer screening, thermog-
raphy is FDA approved for use in conjunction 
with mammography or other imaging modali-
ty,” Dr Williams said.
A breast thermography can be done as often 
as necessary, and usually needs two images. 
“A breast thermography is not affected by pa-
tient age, breast size, breast density, implants, 
breastfeeding or previous breast surgeries. The 
result is obtained within seven to 10 days, and 
often describes the health of your breasts, and 
also provides information about your hormon-
al balance,” Dr Williams said.
“The test cannot confirm that cancer is pres-
ent. It can only show that there are changes 
that may need further investigation. If the 
thermography detects any abnormalities, the 
person should seek further screening, which 
may include a mammogram. If a mammogram 
confirms that a lump is present, the doctor 
may recommend an ultrasound or MRI scan 
and a biopsy. Only a biopsy can confirm wheth-
er cancer is present,” Dr Williams said.
If you notice any changes in your breasts that 
concern you, talk to your doctor. Most of the 
time, it is not anything to worry about.
For more information on breast thermography, 
contact: www.teshuvawellnessja.com; or fol-
low Teshuva Wellness on Facebook and Insta-
gram.



Page 24 | Oct. 20, 2023 - Oct. 27, 2023  | NEWSLINE TCI REGIONAL NEWS

Billy Forbes Is Male Footballer 
Of The Year

Billy Forbes was named the Male Footballer 
of the Year at the Turks and Caicos Islands 
Football Association (TCIFA) Awards Gala, 
held at the Shore Club Resort in Providen-
ciales on Friday, October 13. 
Forbes, who is a veteran footballer and the 
captain of the National Team, received this 
prestigious award in recognition of his out-
standing performance in the sport.
Forbes, in his first year as a professional 
player, made significant contributions to 
the Scorpions, helping them secure a cham-
pionship win. He later played for FC Dallas 
in Major League Soccer (MLS) and played 
a crucial role in their journey to the final. 
Additionally, Forbes had the opportunity to 
go on trial with the LA Galaxy. Throughout 
his career in the United States, he garnered 
numerous accolades, including the title of 
Most Assist for the Year.
In his acceptance speech, Forbes expressed 
his gratitude and acknowledged the dedica-
tion and hard work it took to reach this point 
in his career. He reflected on his childhood 
dream of becoming a professional athlete 
and moving away from his home to pursue 
his passion. Forbes emphasized the impor-
tance of dedication and perseverance, even 
during the challenging moments when he 
considered giving up on his dreams.
The TCIFA Gala and Awards Function brought 
together a diverse group of over 200 sup-
porters, players, administrators, dignitaries, 
and special guests from international foot-
ball. English Premier League superstar Andy 
Cole, Victor Montagliani - President of Con-
cacaf and Vice-President of FIFA, Philippe 
Moggio - Concacaf General Secretary, and 
David Dein - former co-owner of Arsenal 
Football Club were among the notable at-
tendees. Andy Cole presented the Male 
Player of the Year Award to Forbes, which 
was sponsored by F. Chambers Law.
The event also recognized other outstand-
ing individuals in the football community, in-
cluding promising defender Kristen Howell, 
who was named Youth Male Player of the 
Year, and Chanile Butterfield, who received 
the Female Player of the Year award. Rosaria 
Talbot, who was voted Youth Female Player 
of the Year. 
Additionally, Aaron Lawrence was voted 
Male Coach of the Year, and Dr. Yunelsis Ro-
driguez Baez was named Female Coach of 
the Year. The ceremony also honored Match 
Official of the Year Maykey Julessaint and 
Match Commissioner of the Year Damona 
Taylor.
Candia Ewing was voted Employee of the 
Year, and real estate magnate Bengt Soder-

Kristen Howell was voted 
Youth Male Player of the Year.

Chanile Butterfield was voted 
Female Player of the Year.

Rosaria Talbot was voted Youth 
Female Player of the Year.
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qvist of Provident Ltd. was recognized for 
his significant contributions and continuous 
support to TCIFA over the years.
The TCIFA emphasized that the main pur-
pose of the Awards Gala is to raise essential 
funds to support the development of youth 

football across the country. The event fea-
tured a “purple carpet” welcome reception, 
a silent auction, a dinner with live music and 
performances, celebrity speakers, award 
presentations, and the announcement of 
raffle winners. It was a night filled with in-

spiring success stories and poignant mo-
ments.
The TCIFA Gala and Awards Function was 
made possible through the support of nu-
merous sponsors from various industries 
and local businesses, including Accu Diag-
nostics, AIB Hotel & Restaurant Supplies, Bay 
Bistro, BCQS International and Turks and Ca-
icos Banking Company, Blue Chip Island Sup-
pliers, Body Holiday, Cargo Express, Catchin’ 
Caicos, Conservative Architects, Crackpot 
Kitchen, CSC Insurance Brokers, Equilibri-
um Spa, F-Chambers Law, First Caribbean 
International Bank, FLOW, Future Build Con-
sultancy, Hemingway’s On The Beach, in-
terCaribbean Airways, Island Printing, Kool 
Runnings Prove Chef & Catering Services, 
Miller Simons O’Sullivan, Missik’s Contract-
ing, Moet & Chandon Champagne, Okeano’s 
Charters, Omar’s Beach Hut, Opus Wine Bar 
& Grill, Pelican Bay Restaurant, Royal Jewels, 
Sport Options, TESS, The Shore Club Turks 
and Caicos, Spa Tropique, Sun Charters and 
The Good Ship Atabeyra, The Ritz-Carlton 
Turks & Caicos, The Tuscany, The Wine Cel-
lar, Tides at Gracebay, Turquoise Wines, and 
Wymara Resort and Villas.
The event celebrated the achievements and 
contributions of individuals who have made 
a significant impact in the world of football 
in the Turks and Caicos Islands.

SPORTS

Aaron Lawrence was voted 
Male Coach of the Year.

Dr. Yunelsis Rodriguez Baez 
was named Female Coach 
of the Year.

Maykey Julessaint, was voted 
Match Official of the Year

Damona Taylor was adjudged 
Match Commissioner of the Year.

Real Estate magnate Bengt Soderqvist of Provident Ltd. was 
recognized by the TCIFA for his significant contributions and 
continuous support to that organization over the years.
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BVI Ends TCI Nations League 
Hopes

The hearts of Turks and Caicos Islands foot-
ball fans were broken on Monday, October 
16, when an extra-time goal from the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands number 14 player Justin 
Smith, ensured that his team secure 2-2 
draw in their Concacaf Nations League at 
the TCIFA Field.
The draw effectively pulled the curtains 
on the TCI campaign to advance from the 
zone. They remain at the bottom of the 
three-team zone.
Veteran and captain Billy Forbes scored 
a brace in the game, while the BVI goals 
were scored by Joshua Bertie and substi-
tute Justin Smith.
A disappointed Coach Ricky Hill blamed in-
experience and Naivety on the part of his 
charges that resulted in the equalizing goal. 
He said this performance was much better 
that the Dominica game which the TCI lost 
0-3. In that game, according to coach Hill, 
his team started well but petered out as 
the game wore on, but in this game, they 

Billy Forbes scoring his first 
goal via penalty route

Christopher Louisy (right) of the Turks and Caicos Islands makes a 
tackle against Luka Chalwell of the BVI during their Concacaf Nations 
League Game on Monday, at the TCI Field
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started out slow but picked up steam as 
the encounter wore on. 
The TCI went behind in the third minute af-
ter the BVI number 10 player, Joshua Bertie 
got past the TCI defenders and slotted past 
custodian Sebastian Turbyfield.
Undaunted by the setback, the TCI players, 
pressed for the equalizers, and created a 
few chances to do so, while Turbyfield en-
sured that they did not slip further, with 
some spectacular saved, and ensuring that 
the scores were level going into the half-
time break.
They press from the TCI resulted in a BVI 
player bringing down TCI forward Junior 
Paul in the box, resulting in a penalty in the 
27th minute, which Forbes converted for 
the first of his two goals.
TCI started where they left off in the first 
half, having lengthy ball possession and 
making daunting forward runs. One of 
those runs resulted in a TCI forward being 
brought down on the edge of the box, giv-
ing Forbes the opportunity to score a bril-
liant freekick, which sparked wild celebra-
tion around the venue. 
Forbes’ celebration, which saw him scaling 
the perimeter fence and  into the bleach-
ers, earned him a yellow card from presid-
ing referee Hakeem Harvey.
The TCI enjoyed good ball possession, 
which sometimes resulted in some threat-
ening runs. One of those runs resulted in 
the fleetfooted Junior Paul, while attempt-
ing to outpace his opponents, brought 
down millimeters from the 18 yards line. 
That tackle rendered him severely injured 
and making him unable to continue the 
game.
The resulting freekick by Raymond Burey, 
however, resulted in quick counter by BVI 
I n the 90+5 minute, resulted in the equal-
izing goal. 
Coach Hill, while clearly expressing his dis-
appointment, heaped praise on Forbes for 
his two goals, and for his leadership on the 
field. However, he said team was let down 
by the inexperienced of some of the other 
players. 
In the meantime, coach for BVI 
Chris Kiwomya, the BVI coach, expressed 
his disappointment at not winning the 
game. He told the news conference that his 
team got the better chances to score but 
somehow did not make good use of them. 
Kiwomy said he was also disappointed with 
the officiating of the referee, stating that 
he could have allowed the game to flow 
freer, rather than stopping the game for 
every infringement.
TCI will complete their fixture against Dom-
inica away. Even if they won that game, 
they will not go through, as they will end-
ed on four points. Domica will also play 
the BVI away. Nothing but a win for either 
team will suffice. 

Karl Shand Jr. (right) of the Turks and Caicos 
Islands attempts to get away from his marker 
Kavon Caesar of The BVI in their Concacaf 
Nations League encounter

BVI Goalkeeper Daniel Gilford makes a failed attempt 
to save a Billy Forbes freekick in their Concacaf Nations 
League against the Turks and Caicos Islands on Monday

Billy Forbes (number 7) scales the perimeter fence to celebrate 
with fans after scoring the go-ahead goal in their Concacaf Nation’s 
League match against BVI
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BILLY FORBES IS 
MALE FOOTBALLER 

OF THE YEAR
 BillyForbes (left) accepts his Footballer of the Year Award from football great Andy Cole. Cole was guest at the event.


