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Dear Friends,
By now, most of you will have heard the story told by Richard Griffin, a Royal Protection

Officer, who was the Queen’s private guard for fourteen years, and of how he once shared a
wonderful moment with her in the hills of Balmoral. They were walking on a normally
deserted trail, when they came upon two American tourists who didn’t recognise her, but
wanted to know if either of them had ever met her. “Not me,” said the Queen,  “but Dick
here talks to the Queen quite often.” Amazed to have met someone who had met the Queen,
they asked what she was like and then asked if they could have a picture not of her, but of
him, because, after all, he had met the Queen. What’s more, they asked the Queen, whom
they still did not recognise, to take the picture, so that they could be in the picture with him.
Afterwards, never letting on who she was, they switched around so that she was in a picture
with them too. Then, after the American tourists had left them, she said to Dick “I’d like to be
a fly on the wall when they show those pictures to their friends in America and, hopefully,
someone tells them who I am!”

It is a wonderful story because it is so surprising and funny, but if we care to think about
it at a deeper level, we may be delighted to see that there is some real encouragement in it for
everyone and something of our own Christian faith too.  Firstly, in terms of encouragement
for everyone, the Queen has left us a rich legacy of service, commitment and duty that may
not always be recognised as having come from her, but it will, nonetheless, be with us for a
long time to come, helping us to find our way through the difficulties of the future.  These
values that she embodied and demonstrated, that we may not always recognise as being
“her,” will continue to do good work in our world and this is very good news.

Secondly, in terms of our own Christian faith, there are a number of Biblical stories, where
people failed to recognise the sovereign one who was in their midst. Mary, at the tomb, the
disciples on that fishing trip, and the story of the road to Emmaus are all stories where the
sovereign one was right there and yet not recognised. In one sense, we could ask, “How
could they have been so stupid?” He was standing right there with them speaking and
guiding and yet they didn’t know who he was. How could they have missed him? Yet, in
another sense, their story is our story. We too see and hear, but we do not always recognise.
He meets us on the deserted hills of Balmoral or in the streets of Harlow, but we do not
always realise.

The thing to take comfort in is that, whether we recognise him, he is with us daily, his
legacy is even greater than hers was, and he will continue to help us through all the problems
and difficulties that any future can conjure up.

In Christ, Rev Blair.
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QUOTABLE  QUOTES

IN LOVING MEMORY of

Dilys Lloyd who died on 3rd October 2018
Rudolf Heinecke who died on 20th October 2017
Joyce Schooley who died on 21st October 2020

Pat Payne who died on 22nd October 2020
Bob Mountsteven who died on 29th October 2014
Marrainne Dunn who died on 10th November 2021

To pray is to lie in the sunshine of God’s grace.  Ole Hallesby

Prayer is the breath of the new-born soul, and there can be no Christian life without it.
Rowland Hill

Freedom comes by filling your mind with God’s thoughts.   Erwin Lutzer

God works in us and with us, not against us or without us. – John Owen

The living Church, though never neat, keeps God’s world from complete disaster.
George MacDonald

If you don’t want to reap the fruits of sin, stay out of the devil’s orchard.

Are you wrinkled with burdens? Come to the church for a facelift.   Harold Darck

Prevent truth decay. Brush up on your Bible.

The world is only a passage-room to eternity; the world is to us as the wilderness was to
Israel, not to rest in but to travel through.

The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, but also to
leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment. Dorothy Nevill

It’s easier to fight for one’s principles than to live up to them.  Alfred Adler

For beautiful eyes, look for the good in others; for beautiful lips, speak only words of
kindness; and for poise, walk with knowledge that you are never alone.  Audrey Hepburn

A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.  Charles Gordy

Clocks go back

29th October for

Sunday 30th
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Loving, Creator God,

Thank you for your wonderful creation. In these days of concern about climate change and the
damage caused by modern lifestyles and choices, help us to be more aware. Help us to make
good choices. Help us to be good stewards of Your creation.

You are so generous Lord. You provide for us – more than enough to meet the needs of all
people. Help us to play our part in making sure there is fair distribution of all Your provision.
Help us to reflect Your generosity, Your compassion, Your justice. Help us to care for Your
world and Your precious children.

In Jesus name,  Amen                                                                                          By Daphne Kitching

HARVEST THANKSGIVING

Sunday 2nd October

Bring your gifts from

9.30am on Saturday 1st

The Queen based her life on her Christian faith. She frequently referred to her faith and
Jesus in the Christmas Broadcasts that she probably wrote herself : -

“Pray for me, that God may give me wisdom to carry out the solemn promises I shall be
making and that I may faithfully serve him and you, all the days of my life.” (Queen`s first
Christmas broadcast 1952)

“For me the teaching of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a
framework in which I try to lead my life.“ (December 2000)

“The story reminds us of our duty to our neighbour. We should try to follow Christ`s clear
instruction at the end of the story. Go and do likewise.” (December 1985 referring to the parable
of the Good Samaritan)

“This is the time of the year when God sent his only son to serve, not to be served.”
(December 2012)

The Queen, although she had the ceremonial trappings, unlike King Solomon she did not
surround herself with luxury. Billy Graham visited the Queen on several occasions. In his auto-
biography he relates a visit to Sandringham. He saw a lady in a raincoat and wellingtons outside
feeding the dogs. He thought that it was a member of the royal household but was surprised to
find it was the Queen herself. Our Queen loved Balmoral where she was free to walk the corgis
and drive around the surrounding area in a land rover, without any security, as an ordinary
person.

It was fascinating to hear stories about her on the radio. The corgis would join her for lunch
in the dining room and the biscuit tin for the corgis was on the table. The Queen was an animal
lover having many corgis and also horses which she would love to ride and also race. Perhaps
one day someone would put all these delightful stories and memories in a book, revealing more
about her sense of humour.

Yes the death of our Queen was sad and unexpected and we were shocked, although we
knew it was inevitable. We must try to turn it into a celebration and thanks for her long life and
reign. Premier Christianity magazine described her as the servant Queen (Jesus being the
servant King). It was Jesus who was the rock in her life and Jesus needs to be the rock in ours.

We now have two Kings: an earthly one and a heavenly one.                               Arthur Revels
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SM

ILE LINES

SMILE LINES☺
The following are genuine notes left for the milkmen.

~  Dear Milkman: I’ve just had a baby, please leave another one.

~  Please don’t leave any more milk. All they do is drink it.

~  Please close the gate behind you because the birds keep pecking the tops of the milk.

~  Please do not leave milk at no. 14 as he’s dead until further notice.

Anyone who thinks talk is cheap never argued with a traffic warden.

One reason why a dog is such a lovable creature is that his tail wags instead of his tongue.

Steward to church member, ‘Why are you late?’
Logical reply, ‘Because the service started without me.’

As my five-year-old son and I were heading to McDonald’s one day, we passed a car
accident. Usually when we see something terrible like that, we say a prayer for whoever
might be hurt, so I pointed and said to my son, “We should pray.”
An instant later a fervent prayer was heard in the back seat. “Dear God, please don’t let those
cars block the entrance to McDonald’s.”

An advert appeared in the student newspaper of the university:

Sweet little old lady wishes to correspond with university student – seeks six-footer
with brown eyes answering to initials J.A.D.
Signed,  His mother!

Vicar (benevolently): “And what is your name, my little man?”
Small boy: “Well, that’s the limit. It was you who baptised me!”

 Butcher: “Sorry, sir, but I’m all out of wild ducks. I could let you have a fine end of ham.”
Customer: “Don’t be absurd. How could I go home and say I shot the end of a ham?”

I get most of my exercise these days from shaking my head in disbelief.

All updates on church information are on our
CHURCH WEBSITE www.standrewsharlow.org.uk

If you get an old version at first, press the F5 key to refresh.
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
They say the only things you can be certain of in this life are death and taxes!

As many of you know, my mum died at the end of August, aged 103.  A big
thank you to my church family who have wrapped me in their love and prayers.

Mum had been in a Care Home in Harlow for almost a year and a half, since breaking her hip.
When my mum was young, death was a normal part of life.  Five of her young cousins

died of TB.  Her mother was always called to crises in their road in Tottenham – illness,
accidents, births and deaths, her mum was the one they wanted to help them.

Now death is more hidden, sanitised, but grief and loss are the same.  And the fear of
death in the minds and hearts of so many people is probably much worse now than when my
mum was a girl.  Because then, so many more people had a belief in God and trusted that they
would go to heaven.

As I write this, I have just heard that our dear Queen has also died.  And grief and loss
are the same, whether you live in a palace or a terraced house.

Death touches us all at some time in our lives.  The only time that we are told Jesus cried
was when his friend Lazarus died – and Jesus brought him back to life.  He took pity on the
widow of Nain and raised her son from death, even though he didn’t know either of them.

The three Jews in the fiery furnace in the book of Daniel had such faith in God, that they
said they would rather die than worship another god.

Faith in God is the reason my mum wasn’t afraid to die.  She had a sure belief in God’s
love, goodness and forgiveness.  The staff knew she was a Christian, although she never
preached to them.  Those who shared her faith would sing hymns together while they washed
and changed her.  A few days before she died, when she was very ill, I said the 23rd Psalm for
her, and the carer who was in the room, joined in very quietly and said it with me.

We had to clear her room and sort through her things.  I found a small Woolworth
carrier-bag!  How long have they been gone from Broad Walk?  I’ll continue to use it along
with many of her things.  Almost all of her clothes will go to Romania to help the desperately
poor people there. We can cut down on heating and buy budget lines in the supermarket this
winter, but the majority of Romanians and others in poor countries, and even some families in
Britain, haven’t had heating in their homes for years.  My mum helped others throughout her
long life, still listening to others’ problems, even in the Care Home.

St Paul said, ‘For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain,’ (Philippians 1: 21)

Will our faith sustain us through hard times and when we face death?

‘Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
For though art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Though preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.’  (Psalm 23: 4 – 6)

May God comfort and sustain us and give us joy,
Hazel Taylor
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Arthur Revels

The inner voice is telling me to write about Melchizedek but we know hardly anything
about him. We will look at what the scriptures tell us and then the significance.

Our knowledge of Melchizedek is limited to Genesis 14 verses 18 – 20. We are told that
Melchizedek was the king of Salem, a priest of God Most High. He brought Abram bread
and wine and blessed him. Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tithe or a tenth of all the goods
he recovered as spoils of war. The next mention is Psalm 110.4, a psalm of David 110 verse 4
`you are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek`.

Nothing more is recorded about Melchizedek until the New Testament and only in one
of the 29 books. The writer of Hebrews mentions him 4 times. We learn from chapter 7 that
the name means King of Justice or righteousness and King of Salem means King of Peace.
No mention is made of his mother or any of his ancestors, having no beginning or end of his
life. He remains a priest forever pointing to the Son of God. The law of Moses required that
the Levites who were the temple priests must collect a tithe from the people of Israel but
Melchizedek who was not a descendant of Levi (was not born then) collected a tithe from
Abraham. The person who has the power to give the blessing is greater than the one who
was blessed. Verse 8 is puzzling `the priests who collect tithes are men who die, so
Melchizedek is greater than they are, because we are told he lives on`.

The significance of Melchizedek is that he is a pointer to and type of Jesus. In the
original Hebrew Melch means king and zedek righteousness or justice. Jerusalem means city
of peace Jerus being city and salem or shalom peace.  Jesus is our prince of peace; we know
that when Jesus returns he will provide eternal peace in the Kingdom. Jesus is also righteous
and righteousness comes before peace.  Jesus is sitting at the right hand side of the Father in
heaven as our high priest but Jesus, unlike the Levites, is our priest forever. In Psalm 110.4
David was referring to Jesus – you are a priest forever like Melchizedek, the writer of
Hebrews referring to this Psalm.  The role of King and priest had to be separate, the King
could not offer sacrifices. Melchizedek was both priest and King but Jesus is also King and
priest.  The Levites died and the role of priest passed through the generations but
Melchezdek did not inherit the title. Jesus is our high priest forever appointed by God. The
bread and wine brought by Melchizedek takes us to our holy communion, bread
symbolising the body of Jesus and the wine, the blood, which takes us to the cross.

The verses about the lack of genealogy and having no father or mother are puzzling.
There is no record of his birth or death. Some may think that he had no birth or death but
this may be unlikely. We are not told how he became a priest either.

What is the message for us today? The book of Hebrews is about Jesus. We have a new
covenant in Christ Jesus which is superior to the law of Moses and the priesthood of the
Levites.  Jesus was the perfect sacrifice for our sins, the Levites had to make an offering for
themselves but the sacrifice of Jesus was only once, the Levite priest had to continually make
offerings and sacrifices. The priesthood of Melchizedek points us to Jesus. We need to read
the Old Testament in the light of Jesus and as we read the Old Testament search for the
many types and prophecies abut Christ Jesus. Please remember that the Old Testament is
the new concealed and the New the Old Testament revealed. Jesus is our only hope in life
and death.
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Flashback
The two photos for this issue are supplied by Margaret Torkildsen. They are from

Women’s Fellowship which Margaret has had a long association with.
There had been a Women’s Fellowship at St. Andrew’s since the early 60’s. It catered for

women of all ages, but in particular those from a more mature generation. They met weekly
on a Tuesday afternoon, and shared worship, common interests, family news, invited
speakers, demonstrations and occasionally celebrated by sharing a meal or enjoying a party.
Members came from our church, other churches or no church – all were welcome. The aim
was to enable women to grow through mutual support and friendship, at the same time
experiencing the Christian faith in action through the lives and witness of the members.

St. Andrew’s Women’s Fellowship was from the beginning part of the Cambridge section
of the London North East District of the Women’s Network, then later becoming part of the
HAEBEA section of the Beds, Essex and Herts District. Past Presidents have included Thelma
Minchin, Margaret Coleman, Joan Taylor, Doris Dougherty and Margaret Torkildsen. As part
of ‘Methodist Women in Britain’, St. Andrew’s has participated in District Days, some
members attended District weekends at High Leigh Conference Centre, shared in organising
the national Easter Offerings at St. Andrew’s for Methodist Fund for World Mission and took
part in Area Easter Offering Dedication Services. Members and friends also enjoyed attending
the annual Daffodil Day gathering at Westminster Central Hall.

As our members became more elderly and were less able to come to the regular
meetings, it was decided to stop the meetings in July 2019. Those who still wish to attend are
encouraged to join in the activities of the Friendship group as an alternative. Over the years,
Women’s Fellowship had done a great service to the women of this church and in the local
community, and the happy times shared between the members will live forever in their
memories, as demonstrated by the photos below.

The first photo was from an Easter Bonnet decoration competition at one of the Tuesday
meetings. Shown L to R were: at the back row Elsie Steel, Dilys Lloyd, June MacFarlane, [an
unidentified member], Joan Taylor, Kath Chambers and Joyce Lee, and in the front row,
Margaret Colemen, Rose Webb, Yvonne Jones and Thelma Munchin.

The second photo was from an outing to Finchingfield. Shown L to R were: Elsie Steel,
Margaret Torkildsen, Joan Taylor, Mary Guy, Vivienne, Daphne and Doris Dougherty.

If you have photos of past activities that you wish to consider publishing, do please send
them to me.

Andrew Wong, with lots of help from Margaret Torkildsen
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IN LOVING MEMORY

Lord God, at this sad time
for our country and many in
the world, may we
remember our late Queen’s
healing ways, her uniting words and her quiet faith.  We ask

your blessing and comfort on her family.  We pray that King Charles will be
strengthened and led by you throughout his reign.  That his faith will be
steadfast and he will grow in grace by your Holy Spirit.

GREAT OPEN DOOR HARLOW
have asked us to join others around Harlow praying for the team who visit
schools in our area  each Tuesday morning.

Great Open Door is a group of people drawn from local churches who want to
serve the schools in Harlow and the surrounding area by providing Christian
assemblies and teaching Religious Education.
We have 35 schools and over 12,000 children and Great Open Door go into
over 50% at present and want to serve more.  It is a registered charity.

PRISONS’ WEEK  is 9th - 15th October this year.
We are asked to pray for victims, families of victims, prison staff and
prisoners, and also communities affected by crime.
We also remember those who work in the Criminal Justice System and the
police.

UKRAINE and the people whose lives have been shattered over the past six
months.  For those who have lost loved-ones, for those who are injured, for
children whose childhood has been stolen, whose education is fractured or
missing.

OUR CHURCH, our Ministers, our Stewards, our Officers, our Group
Leaders, our Sunday Club Leaders and Pastoral Carers.  Give them a loving
faith, courage and energy to lead us with integrity and love.
May the congregation encourage and uphold them in prayer.

WE GIVE THANKS for all the good things in our lives, for our faith and the
gift of the Holy Spirit.  May we remember we are loved by a God of love.

We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

PRAYER PAGE
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE A CHRISTMAS GREETING IN THE NEXT CHURCH MAGAZINE
PLEASE EITHER GIVE IT TO HAZEL (IN WRITING)

OR SEND BY EMAIL, BY 6TH NOVEMBER.
Please keep it to under 30 words.

Love has been described in so many ways, but do
we really understand what it means?  This 30-day
devotional drills down to what love really is, and
how it is ultimately defined in and by God – a God
who loved the world so much that He gave His
one and only Son to rescue us from sin and
reconcile us to Himself.

Covering passages from across the Old and New
Testaments, in this devotional some of the
Keswick Convention’s best preachers – including
Vaughan Roberts, David Coffey and Rico Tice –
mine the riches of the Bible’s wisdom on love. In
self-contained daily devotions they show us how
we rest assured that God’s love is everlasting,
unconditional and breathtaking in its immensity.

Love: Food for the Journey
Elizabeth McQuoid, IVP, £4.99
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Flowers:
 contact Margaret Mountsteven - 411028

or Hazel - 438905
Please let one of the above have the money and any colour preferences

two weeks before your flower date.

STARS
Each Tuesday in term time @ 10am

Contact: Alison Brand 445187

  6th  Maameyaa Adabie
  13th  Nada France
  20th  Free - can you help?
  27th  Free - can you help?

First Tuesday Gay Brown
Second Tuesday          CAN YOU HELP?
Third Tuesday  Gay Brown
Fourth Tuesday          CAN YOU HELP?
Regular helper at start - Andrew Proctor

HELPERS

Alison Brand has agreed to organize the rota
for Sunday Coffee - 445187

week 1 Gay Brown
week 2 Gill & Mike Church - until they move

week 3 Hazel Taylor & Andrew Proctor
week 4 Alison Brand & Louise
week 5 offers please or no coffee this week

Biscuits are needed each Sunday.
Could we have offers to bring one
or two packets once a month.

Gill and Mike will be moving in
the Autumn.
We need two people to take over
week 2 each month please.
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OCTOBER DIARY

SUNDAY CLUB
10.30am

WE ARE WORSHIPPING
          IN CHURCH
    and also on ZOOM

O
C
T
O
B
E
R

Saturday 1st 9.30am Receive and arrange Harvest Display - Rev Blair would
                                                                                                                   like some help with this

SUNDAY 2nd 10.30am HARVEST Morning Worship - Rev Blair Kirkby

Thursday 6th 12.30pm Friendship Group meet at Margaret T’s home in East Park

SUNDAY 9th   10.30am Morning Worship and Holy Communion  - Rev John Buxton

Saturday 15th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY  16th 10.30am Morning Worship - ALL WE CAN Sunday - Jez Du Pay

SUNDAY 23rd 10.30am ANNIVERSARY Morning Worship - Mr Tony Miller

Director of The Whitechapel Mission
2.30pm North Weald Methodist Church closure Thanksgiving Service,

followed by refreshments.   All welcome.

Clocks go back Saturday night:

SUNDAY 30th 10.30am Morning Worship - Rev John Buxton

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MAGAZINE -

O
C
T
O
B
E
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11th December - Toy Service
Please bring new toys, ladies toiletries,

men’s warm gloves, scarves, socks.

18th December - 6.30pm
Carol Service

25th December - 10.30am
Family Christmas Day Service
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NOVEMBER
DIARYSUNDAY CLUB

10.30am

Thursday 3rd 10.30pm Friendship Group possible outing to Scotsdale Garden Centre

SUNDAY 6th 10.30am Morning Worship - Miss Gillian Amphlett

SUNDAY 13th 10.30am Remembrance Service & Holy Communion - Rev John Buxton

Saturday 19th 11.00am Pop-in Prayers

SUNDAY  20th 10.30am Family Service - The Mojzes’s and the Sunday Club

SUNDAY 27th 10.30am Morning Worship on the first Sunday in Advent
                                                                          - Rev Blair Kirkby
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