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Robert . Rosborough IV

518.487.7608 phone
rrosborough@woh.com

August 1,2019

VIA EMAIL

Village of South Blooming Grove Board of Trustees
811 Route 208
Monroe, New York 10950

Re:  Village of South Blooming Grove Fence Law
Dear Mayor LoFranco and Village Trustees:

My firm has been retained to represent a group of Hasidic residents in the Village of
South Blooming Grove with respect the Village’s discriminatory enforcement of Section 235-17
(C) of the Village’s Zoning Code (the “Fence Law”). It has come to our attention that the
Village has been selectively enforcing the Fence Law against residents of the Hasidic Jewish
faith, which has placed a substantial burden on these residents’ free exercise of religion. These
discriminatory practices must cease, or my clients will be forced to seck to vindicate their rights
against the Village in federal court

As just one example of many, pursuant to Jewish Law, one must dress modestly with
clothing covering the body including the upper arms and upper legs. A copy of a Rabbinical
Court opinion to that effect is enclosed for your review. It is permissible, however, to wear more
revealing clothing while swimming for bathing. The Hasidic Jewish faith only permits
swimming with the same gender and only when there is a sufficient barrier around the pool area
so that the people swimming are not in view of those out of the pool area. Therefore, swimming
can only oceur where the pool is surrounded by a solid partition, unless it is an emergency
situation.

The Village’s Fence Law, as written and discriminatorily enforced, substantially burdens
the religious exercise of the Hasidic residents of the Village because it is insufficient to satisfy
the needs of their religious mandates. The height limitation for fences in particular does not
provide adequate barriers to view from outside of a pool area, and serves no rational, legitimate
municipal interest beyond invading the residents” privacy in their rear yards.

In light of my representation of the Hasidic residents in the Village on these issues, I
expect that cach time the Village issues a notice of violation related to the Fence Law or
otherwise seeks to enforce its provisions, you will provide me with a copy of the enforcement
papers, whether pursuant to FOIL or otherwise. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

Robert S. Rosborough IV

cc: Jeanne Ovensen, Town of Blooming Grove Building Inspector
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For all handyman work
call Mr. Ficsh
the handyman
845-776-0779
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