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Indira Gandhi Prize 2025

o Award Name: Indira Gandhi Prize for
Peace, Disarmament and
Development

o Awardee: Graca Machel

o Nationality: Mozambican

e Profession: Human rights w0
activist and humanitarian i

e Prize Money: X1 crore

¢ Reason for Selection:

o Outstanding contribution to peace,
social justice, human rights, and
humanitarian causes

o Global advocacy for women’s rights
and children’s welfare

e About Graca Machel

o Former First Lady of Mozambique

o Founder of the Graga Machel Trust

o Renowned international voice on
child rights, education, and
development

o Widow of Nelson Mandela, former
President of South Africa

¢ About the Award:

o Instituted in 1986

o Given annually to individuals or
institutions promoting peace and
development

o Named after former Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
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Location & Extent
e One of the oldest fold mountain ranges in
the world
o Extends about 800 km
e Runs from Gujarat — Rajasthan —
Haryana — Delhi
o Direction: South-West to North-East
Geological Importance
e Formed during the Proterozoic Era
o Highly eroded and discontinuous range
e Composed mainly of igneous and
metamorphic rocks
Highest Peak
e Guru Shikhar (1,722 m)
e Located in the Mount Abu region, Rajasthan
Environmental Significance
e Acts as a natural barrier against the
expansion of the Thar Desert
o Prevents desertification in eastern Rajasthan
and Haryana
e Important for groundwater recharge
e Influences local climate and rainfall
patterns
Rivers Originating from Aravallis
e Banas River
e Luni River
e Sabarmati River (originates in the Aravalli
range)
Economic Importance
e Rich in minerals such as copper, zinc, lead,
marble
e Historically important for mining activities
Current Affairs Relevance
e Threatened by illegal mining, deforestation,
and urbanisation
e Multi-disciplinary expert committee
formed to define and demarcate the Aravalli
range
e Protection linked with environmental laws
and court directives
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Wiley Research Heroes
Prize 2025

Awardee: Dr.
Chandrakant :
Lahariya
Nationality: Indian /,’
Achievement: First /
and only Indian to '
win the Wiley Research Heroes Prize so
far
Category Won:

o “Impact Beyond Academia”
Organising Body:

o Wiley (global academic and
research publishing company)

Total Nominations:

o Over 2,000 nominations received

worldwide
Reason for Selection:

o Ensuring inclusive, innovative,
and impactful research

o Strong research-to-policy impact
beyond academic institutions

Global Recognition:

o Recognised among five
researchers worldwide in 2025
for

= Qutstanding research
= Significant policy impact
Significance for India:

o Highlights India’s growing role in
global public health research

o Demonstrates the importance of
evidence-based policymaking
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Housing Units

W

Chennai &0 i i i
Event: Inauguration of multi-storey housing units
and foundation laying in Chennai
Key Points:
e Inaugurated Housing Units: 776 tenements
at Seven Wells
e Cost: %147 crore
e Project Name: Vada Chennai Valarchi
Thittam
e Constructed By: Chennai Metropolitan
Development Authority (CMDA)
Facilities included in the Project:
e Anganwadi centre
e Urban health and wellness centre
o Fair price shops
e Mudhalvar Padaippagam
e Library and gymnasium
e Children’s play area
Foundation Stone Laid:
e For 144 new housing units at Wall Tax
Road
e Cost: %31 crore

Government initiatives for disabled students:

o Doubled scholarships

o 1 lakh fellowships for 50 Ph.D.
scholars with disabilities

o Free accommodation & coaching for
competitive exams

o Monthly maintenance allowance of
32,000 for persons with autism
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First State-wide
Raptor Assessment
in Tamil Nadu
Dates: January 31
— February 1, 2026

Key Objectives:
e Tostudy
and

conserve raptor species by assessing
their population, biology, and ecology

e To identify threats such as habitat loss,
poisoning, electrocution, and illegal
trade

e To inform localised conservation efforts
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Organisers / Initiative:
e Tamil Nadu Raptor Research
Foundation
e Advanced Institute for Wildlife
Conservation (AIWC)
Habitats Covered:
o Western Ghats, Eastern Ghats, coastal
wetlands
o Forests, hillocks, agricultural fields,
wetlands, coastal areas, dump yards, and
other raptor hotspots
Raptor Significance:
o Tamil Nadu hosts 65+ raptor species
« Raptors are keystone species and bio-
indicators of environmental health
e Their decline affects:
o Pollination
o Seed dispersal
o Scavenging
o Predation
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Q1. Who was awarded the Indira
Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament
and Development 2025?

A) Angela Merkel

B) Graga Machel

C) Malala Yousafzai

D) Michelle Bachelet

Q3. The prize money for the Indira
Gandhi Prize 2025 is:

A) 250 lakh

B) 275 lakh

C) R crore

D) X2 crore

Q7. Graca Machel served as the former
First Lady of:

A) South Africa

B) Mozambique

C) Namibia

D) Kenya

Q9. The Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace,
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Disarmament and Development was ’Q; o
instituted in: C) 1986
A) 1977 D) 1991
B) 1984
C) 1986
D) 1991

Q3. The Aravalli Range extends through
which of the following states/UTs?

A) Gujarat — Rajasthan — Haryana — Delhi

B) Maharashtra — Madhya Pradesh — Uttar
Pradesh

C) Rajasthan — Punjab — Himachal Pradesh

D) Gujarat — Madhya Pradesh — Delhi

Q6. The Aravalli Range is mainly
composed of:

A) Sedimentary rocks only

B) Igneous and metamorphic rocks

C) Volcanic ash and lava

D) Limestone deposits

Q7. The highest peak of the Aravalli
Range is:

A) Mount Abu

B) Abu Peak

C) Guru Shikhar

D) Anai Mudi

Q11. Which river originating from the
Aravalli Range flows towards the
Arabian Sea?

A) Banas

B) Luni

C) Chambal

D) Betwa

Q3. 9T Meu6LEd LDEM6eLS QGITLI 6TIHS
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Q6. 9 TmeueuL6edl LDEMeVS QBITLIT
QUUHLOLITSYILD 6T[HS 6U6ME LITEM M & 61TIT6V
2,607 SH1?

A) (&G (Sedimentary) LITemmM&6T IO (HGLO
B) &{&6vfl LDHMILD LOTHMILILITE M & 6T
(Igneous & Metamorphic)

C) eTfllnemevd FMIDLIGY LM MILD 6VITEUTT

D) &+600T600T ITLDL| & &M & 6T
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A) LDG6TOTL. L]

B) &4 F&ILD

C) &® edl& [ (Guru Shikhar)

D) 6076007 (LOLG.
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T51?

A) LIIT6OT ITeM)

B) symeof]

C) &FmLDhLIGY

D) Guigeurm




