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The Sixth Form years are the most exciting and inspiring phase of your school education. 
It is a time when you will learn to optimise your talents through commitment, creativity 
and independent learning. Whether you have been at Brentwood for a number of years 
or will be joining us for the first time, we will support you with an engaging personalised 
learning programme, bespoke advice about entry to Higher Education, and rigorous 
preparation to ensure entry to the best universities or to the workplace

In preparation for your Sixth Form years, 
you will want to give serious consideration 
to all your academic options and to take 
the best route to support your individual 
goals and intellectual growth. You will find a 
great deal of choice on offer here. There are 
many subjects to choose from and different 
curriculum pathways to navigate. You can 
follow a curriculum based on studying either 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma, the 
BTEC Extended Diploma, or A Levels. 

This booklet provides a summary of our 
academic pathways and will guide you 
through your choices. It should be read 
in conjunction with the individual subject 
information. 

Whichever route you choose, you will be expected to work hard and actively 
participate in the varied co-curricular programme. You will have the chance to 
complete an extended research project where you can explore a subject beyond 
the confines of the curriculum and develop your individual study skills. There will 
be opportunities to join and run school clubs and societies, for leadership roles and 
to develop life skills.  An active network of former students provides help with work 
experience opportunities and mentoring support. All these aspects provide the very 
best environment to develop your true potential for intellectual growth, for leadership 
and for service.

Our commitment to you goes way beyond the Sixth Form: it is lifelong.

Unlock your potential

Jonathan Barfield Moore
Deputy Head (Academic)



2 3

The Sixth Form years are the most exciting and inspiring phase of your school education. 
It is a time when you will learn to optimise your talents through commitment, creativity 
and independent learning. Whether you have been at Brentwood for a number of years 
or will be joining us for the first time, we will support you with an engaging personalised 
learning programme, bespoke advice about entry to Higher Education, and rigorous 
preparation to ensure entry to the best universities or to the workplace

In preparation for your Sixth Form years, 
you will want to give serious consideration 
to all your academic options and to take 
the best route to support your individual 
goals and intellectual growth. You will find a 
great deal of choice on offer here. There are 
many subjects to choose from and different 
curriculum pathways to navigate. You can 
follow a curriculum based on studying either 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma, the 
BTEC Extended Diploma, or A Levels. 

This booklet provides a summary of our 
academic pathways and will guide you 
through your choices. It should be read 
in conjunction with the individual subject 
information. 

Whichever route you choose, you will be expected to work hard and actively 
participate in the varied co-curricular programme. You will have the chance to 
complete an extended research project where you can explore a subject beyond 
the confines of the curriculum and develop your individual study skills. There will 
be opportunities to join and run school clubs and societies, for leadership roles and 
to develop life skills.  An active network of former students provides help with work 
experience opportunities and mentoring support. All these aspects provide the very 
best environment to develop your true potential for intellectual growth, for leadership 
and for service.

Our commitment to you goes way beyond the Sixth Form: it is lifelong.

Unlock your potential

Jonathan Barfield Moore
Deputy Head (Academic)



4 5

Sixth Form Entry Requirements for 2025

Academic PE/Sport - A Level / BTEC 

Art - A Level / IB

Biology - A Level / IB

Business - A Level / BTEC

Chemistry - A Level / IB

Classical Civilisation - A Level

Classical Greek - A Level / IB

Computer Science - A Level / IB

Dance - IB

Design Technology - A Level

Drama & Theatre - A Level / IB 

Economics - A Level / IB

English - A Level (Literature) / IB (Literature) / IB (Literature and Language)

English as an Additional Language - C1 Advanced / IB

Environmental Systems & Societies - IB

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)

Film - IB

Food Science - IB

Geography - A Level / IB

History - A Level / IB

Latin A Level / IB

Mathematics - A Level / IB

Modern Foreign Languages - IB Self-Study Literature

Modern Foreign Languages French - A Level / IB

Modern Foreign Languages German  - A Level / IB / IB Ab Initio

Modern Foreign Languages Italian - IB

Modern Foreign Languages Mandarin - IB Ab Initio / IB (B) / IB (Self-Study  Chinese Literature)

Modern Foreign Languages Spanish - A Level / IB / IB Ab Initio

Music - A Level / IB 

Philosophy - IB

Physics - A Level / IB

Politics - A Level / IB

Psychology - A Level / IB

Religious Studies - A Level

Subject Information
click on the subject for link to individual subject pages

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNVw1ucLresTnZ6ZpTjU7V5jGgvtXKTN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wsYtqVLS4BuBrixiB6GmMtTMRQHlT4hHacwWEfnOsHE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rn1YmRRI12GpCBSkmIgucBWu4XcmmGuoBKhFYi7z4Vs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uo0Hh1R5xvTjpYzi2vXMQbYvf2a1t-98cuUuCJo29mA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14kMj1UhCnKfgDI6NXKNd_igRL2eOI-ct8HY_b_wuark/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UZdRTP_79V17X3Ef-Ummpesm2NGvgkLqk29jbNT8SlI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GfMFgXwJTHxZsmD3tW3EODoe6AGYHclDxWyUfy1DB6A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uyjqLEqQVUpSZKGGvW6fwn6oZNsfoAQdpCFoZNy9swA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nG7xSPCFkA4Uz3j0i1Ot-MwmaNMlCOteal6sEhAJmek/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1blGTF0vmvW7F2PoEsHu3YOOflf3L_X8kxuJ9BBgUp1I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ULv-2fvjH6sdjDkpqiPfMKGabmDqmYBfJJ9-Dr3dC7s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_UeTyqxkUyS6kno0vDDJi_eU0M-BXnG9TCn8YSspzpg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YfunES7HCjL2cuvFx8PnoU7HVVL6UgN3lv3oRSZI6Rg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MtsRpdviUBYWef08yiJ0TXw4OPPb3B8R-NlZGGVHqLk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dvZkXAus0QYetOlA7GLLpml73V7_lYwOkItDH_aVyLQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TzE7wJEO-rbpOP0XJ7bv3LWAfOZ80mtY6IUsG4_QQwE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19nh6g9f7r8XdgOh-Q8QBzoQ7mbj7qmWq/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106076797778467933874&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1frgKm5Aw-QUo7ybCYdyfDDA9sNl6d2OGJFB4yL9bU5M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kjWEevCF5sp9haAfAAJX1Gl_HNCB4x2b0AFsgZtJZS4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bP66pT2NpQY5WXJrXVGD1LkC8YMLNsjod80lVvgAYLU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aeK0oR4va2NxL903Zh7jKEP_s1K6Kme5ClcDbxTCKo8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C5WMn7zzWseQn5pc1VaFbplbftzGYDpWHm-IFhR1gT0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BzLhb4LCJ1nPCUu50EeoMUeGgJveGnmb9KZ3jhx3kFw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZNyoBmo9U7aX2zBuJOLjj9I7gKetU9UcPI0DLWD0hk4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r6xikcjz5QeUyRRkWQVrc86M09OSQhMUG4lqrOkWiG0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1u5pemybukpadRm6wsQyC0WJ8GGmMNpjy37CrnEWCayM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1m3HXteiWAlkfmn42Gkmdcvyq-3fAuAVnDHFR0-DuLM0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13jrShbrSW2M1njJs6G0rt3q7b4sLhovjgkfuit6jQsE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16BoWwURRnRgfiMrqFleKzzpVhDwelZBsBHkHSRrCweY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xqn1C9rhlVOP8o_qU86Wrh76usbH6gKp3m8BCGf1kRM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n3E8ITyMjn023EH5A0-6vfb7p5Bl6NO974Uct3OAT7E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Goa71MUyLsG9H2CyjD6x2CvnXHzJpw-mscQ6oSdLE9A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Biw7WbkKQni3HmHWAqhkzpjRiPa-44daBJp7spagpj4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dGgxwV6ttX9L6d2WUjLShBBK99Q-jbCut987j356c4Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PZ4oKmAqy3CC-16zewlgxovPIrV4sjZhYHsHBY65Shs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kaqK1nXVTS9MsD-SvRdxkOhUNcvhucj7REYkbfOLWIU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1U2FCsrME6J7epfUBZJIBTm-egvL82AY-SVa5U-p_5fA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KL9Hc9u9efIJLXlsQneDxZK4atE2NweuEzc26iSCAOE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kbqySGls-vb6vDQmFIvcg1UATSfXppQqxcX09Ad63oM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UDBkOc2GOiSwe_MovNq_L9R2Y9PLMraZObiU7nFTWQ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L86BiSUb0zUIL-mdFGyyx6hZzjVoaUovC77tn454coY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vUNB6NKxyl5yRhfSjvkgCc6dyyrH2yXqDVL4qDhHedk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iKtwr0AHf1b0NhnVUbudHfgpnXvy_e9ItMbj7dT0F60/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RUHyKAVaWDmzOLWSHKf9HF6gLLFAxkkcqc9SeqvIwoM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l1r5KolhZEDC0x7W-_TKL0aBqC7VAxYNB6R69X9ZwZA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/179k68uYfuN5fc7FMxVWPPTRkcJlFYHd0oZrxf5sojO8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_vBQUro3MoCJbBXtaZqr1irZ_0NlohEU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106076797778467933874&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iMm-eGzH7wvfKRbc1ZCrbIszuvvl6Aro/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106076797778467933874&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kQoLYvDUeK2X5ISo_iJZAJhDZWm9Tgf9I8E8hfR98LU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KQQOXb-A-8E0GHxyRiHpPZbWfcVUN_ydCvpeYs_IOhg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xmJXkpXXNb4M3y0DnesBAkNPYkL76uLGpKoEXSCMRds/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yTuxDfRubVc5Gx5rSY9D0VIBfK8MPn3sQcVkumvrXGA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15_31lon0aOK4UR8OApvzYiFs7_exl6vLCCvBpD8HCN8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iRj6-wXNvCN1qbejamd386iEnwvj0BtUFT-rm_e3fJM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HUBrBTumRwPS2aM8IgpmAjdQ_itXNDtydBkcKJUsx-c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tje4NnNDorGvZeCnNPHzMnK4oi8WEHdQvCSNKBkemS8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ivrQaDH4gABGRZkP4bUZnhsZIYZQSJOe1W85A5TSdwU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UO0SFDgyjIVI9xPxmExdL304BPnxVu1B919Rl7-gYP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uHXEVmcFI_r0uU9uFoMVO87IWAFfswHp/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106076797778467933874&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dzcB4_22QnyxY5tmG9Wb26n_Lzy1Vao_yUbUDO4B84Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dy5vuQKwU24C-8RNsNiPzE1s5lMTlw-gkIaymlkOaSM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RlNHJqftsv_7VHgnaeJTTSQHbideOvT2hf-tgIDFaGc/edit?usp=sharing
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The IB Diploma is a holistic qualification, combining 
specialist depth for university entry and the wider portfolio 
of skills valued by employers.

Brentwood is an IB World School. We believe education is about individual 
transformation, developing character, cultivating human flourishing. We 
believe in the importance of being outward-looking, encouraging students 
to think more widely, and preparing our young people for a global workplace. 
The IB Diploma is underpinned by an aspirational idealistic vision, and an 
educational ethos that we at Brentwood School share.

The IB Diploma is for students who are curious, open-minded, interested, 
resilient, adaptable; the programme helps develop communication skills 
as well as self-management and academic rigour. We have found these 
character traits to be valued by universities and employers.

The type of student that would study the IB Diploma is someone who enjoys 
many different subjects, and therefore would like to continue with more than 
three subjects. This leads to an interesting and varied week. 

In the IB Diploma, students take six subjects (the overall workload being 
about the same as taking four A Levels). Most students take three subjects 
at Higher Level and three at Standard Level, but we also have a number of 
students taking four at Higher Level and two at Standard Level. The Higher 
Level subjects are the things you are specialising in and the things you 
might take on to university – so if you want to focus on Science, you might 
study Physics, Chemistry and Maths at Higher Level. Humanities specialists 
might study English, Spanish and History at Higher Level. The Standard 
Level subjects allow you to keep up some of your other interests, and keep 
your academic experience varied, while developing complementary skills 
e.g. presentation and essay skills for Science specialists; conceptual and 
systematic thinking for Humanities specialists.

The IB Diploma is out of a total of 45 points: up to 7 points in each of your 
six subjects, plus up to 3 points for the “Core” of Theory of Knowledge and 
Extended Essay. As a rough comparison with A Levels, each IB subject is 
graded out of 7: a 7 is equivalent to an A*, a 6 an A etc. The final total out 

of 45 compares to A Levels like this: 42 is equivalent to 3 A* grades; 36 is 
equivalent to AAA. Our 3-year average score is 39 points.

As with A Levels, all IB Diploma examinations are taken at the end of the 
Upper Sixth year. This allows plenty of time for teaching, and for students 
to grow and mature. If things go wrong, though of course we hope that they 
don’t, subjects can be re-taken in November after he end of the Upper Sixth.
In all subjects, there is an internal coursework element, whether in the form 
of assessed essays, presentations or practicals – approximately 20-30% in 
each subject.

Students also take a course in Theory of Knowledge: a fun course where 
students examine and reflect on questions underpinning the nature 
of knowledge in their other academic subjects. Students complete an 
Extended Essay in one of their subjects, involving planning, researching and 
writing a long project (4000 words): a great preparation for university and 
something we can really celebrate in your UCAS application. There is also a 
co-curricular component called CAS, which involves you logging your co-
curricular activities.

All of these components combine to create students who are well-rounded, 
interesting individuals, who flourish in later life, in addition to having the 
specialist knowledge and skills needed for university.

British universities, European universities, and American universities all want 
more than students who have merely passed exams. They are looking for 
students who can manage their time effectively, who are open-minded, who 
are curious and independent, who are effective communicators, able to 
cope well under pressure and who have strong global awareness.

University offers for IB Diploma students usually involve an overall points 
total plus sometimes stipulations at Higher Level. Oxford University make 
offers of 39 points out of 45; King’s College London make offers of 35 points. 
These compare very favourably. In fact, it is probably slightly easier to get 
into Oxford or King’s College London currently with the IB Diploma than A 
Levels. We have also found that on average our IB Diploma students are 
made more university offers than A Level students.

The IB Diploma Programme
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Language Acquisition 
•	 Chinese
•	 French
•	 German
•	 Spanish
•	 Latin
•	 Italian
•	 Literature for bilingual students

Studies in Language & Literature
•	 English Literature
•	 English Language & Literature 
•	 EAL

Individuals & Societies 
•	 Economics
•	 Geography
•	 History
•	 Philosophy
•	 Psychology
•	 Global Politics
•	 A second Creative Arts subject

Mathematics
•	 Mathematics – analysis
•	 Mathematics – applications

Sciences
•	 Biology
•	 Chemistry
•	 Physics
•	 Computer Science
•	 Food Science
•	 Environmental Systems

The Arts
•	 Music
•	 Theatre
•	 Visual Arts
•	 Dance
•	 Film
•	 A second foreign language, 

Science or Humanities 
subject
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				    The BTEC National Extended Diploma is a specialist 
				    pathway in Sport or Business with an emphasis on 
				    vocational skills and ongoing assessment.

The BTEC Extended Diploma courses that we offer, in Sport or in Business, provide 
an excellent opportunity for students with a passion for these areas to delve 
deeper into the subject’s core. There is a real emphasis on vocational skills with 
more hands on learning through coursework assignments, practical elements, 
presentations, project based learning and work experience opportunities.

If you have a passion for Sport or Business, and you know this is what you 
want to do when you leave Brentwood, then the BTEC is the perfect course for 
you. Students have the opportunity to specialise and get a better all-round 
understanding of the subject rather than taking it as one of their A Level or IB 
Diploma subjects.

BTEC qualifications are the largest, most recognised vocational qualifications for 
Sixth Form students. Last year, a quarter of UK university applicants presented 
with BTEC qualifications, according to UCAS. The BTEC Level 3 National Extended 
Diploma has the same guided learning hours as 3 A Levels, and most Top 20 
universities are equating and valuing it as such.

The BTEC Extended Diploma provides the knowledge, understanding and skills 
that allow students to gain experience of the sport or business sector that will 
prepare them for further study or training. There are some examinations, but most 
of the units are assessed through coursework projects. Students are continuously 
aware of how they are progressing.

If you are a student that prefers continuous assessment, with tasks in manageable 
chunks, completing two pieces of coursework every term as well as one external 
unit, and then being able to move on, knowing you have secured your grade, 
then the BTEC is ideal. The real benefit to ongoing continuous assessment is that 
teachers, students and parents are aware of exactly what grade students are 
achieving and whether they are on track; this avoids any unwelcome surprises on 
Results Day.

Our BTEC Extended Diploma is equivalent to three A Levels and is a two-year 
programme. The Extended Diploma receives three letter grades on a scale of P 
= Pass, M = Merit, D = Distinction, D* = Distinction Starred. For context, Exeter 
University makes offers to students with DDD; Coventry University makes offers to 
students with DMM.

We have smaller class sizes with additional lesson time and better facilities for 
BTEC compared to other schools and colleges allowing for more personalised 
support and provision to achieve the very top grades. Our positive learning 
environment, expertise, and systems of tracking and support, mean our BTEC 
students have the opportunity to go to Top 20 universities if they wish to do so.

Our BTEC students are part of the Brentwood School Sixth Form and are members 
of a Sixth Form tutor group; they undertake the EPQ, take a certificated ‘General 
Studies’ course, participate in the Sixth Form Enrichment Programme, Senior 
Games, our co-curricular provision, and also undertake a work experience 
placement. Students opt to specialise in Sport or Business. The Sport course 
focuses on Anatomy and Physiology; Fitness Training and Programming; Sports 
Leadership; Coaching; Sports Performance; Sports Psychology; Rules and 
Officiating.

The Business course focuses on Advertising, Branding and Marketing; Accounting 
and Finance; Management; Recruitment, Interviews and Human Resources; 
Pitching for a New Business; Market Research; Corporate Social Responsibility.

Both courses enable students to develop skills directly relevant to the sector, and 
will facilitate access to undergraduate courses at Top 20 universities in these 
fields or apprenticeships and school leavers’ workplace schemes.

BTEC units completed in the Lower Sixth will be accredited as a BTEC Foundation 
Diploma. Progression to the Upper Sixth and the full Extended Diploma will be 
dependent upon satisfactory performance, and the grades achieved will inform 
UCAS predicted grades.

Our BTEC Sport students progress to universities and careers in Sport Science, 
Physiotherapy, Sport Psychology, Sports Management, Coaching, Nursing.

Our BTEC Business students progress to universities and careers in Management, 
Marketing, Finance, Accounting, Real Estate, Advertising, Human Resources, 
Business, Criminology, Digital Media.

BTEC Extended Diploma
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A Levels are discrete ‘standalone’ qualifications which provide the 
opportunity for students to really specialise in a reduced number of subjects 
of their choosing.

Students on the A Level track study three subjects 
at A Level (four if they elect to take Further 
Mathematics). All public examinations are taken 
at the end of the Upper Sixth year. A Levels are 
discrete stand- alone qualifications which provide 
the opportunity for students to specialise in a 
reduced number of subjects. To ensure sufficient 
breadth and rigour, our A Level students will 
also complete an Extended Project Qualification 
(EPQ). This is a research project in a topic of their 
choosing which promotes independent learning, 
self-management and research skills. Many of our 
students have received lower university offers 
through UCAS, in recognition of their success in 
the EPQ. Students also undertake an additional 
certificated enrichment course, which we have 
modelled on the General Studies courses from 
yesteryear, and which allows students to gain a 
qualification in a subject of interest, for example 
Social Entrepreneurship, Law, Sports Leadership, or 
Critical Thinking. 

A Level students benefit from a high level of 
contact time with academic teaching staff. A 
Levels are rigorous and demanding academic 
qualifications, and students need to commit to 
working consistently over the two years. You have 
plenty of time to hone your skills and knowledge 
in your chosen subjects. Having fewer subjects 

can be positive for many students and many enjoy the specialism it provides. 
Of course, A Levels still require a considerable amount of work (as do all our 
pathways), dedication and organisation to maximise your success. There are no 
‘easy’ options.

At Brentwood School, all students sit formal internal examinations at the beginning 
of the summer term of the Lower Sixth. Progression to the Upper Sixth will be 
dependent upon satisfactory performance in these examinations, and the grades 
achieved will inform UCAS grades.

The A Level route enables students to construct programmes of study that 
complement their intrinsic scholastic interests and supports their future 
university or career plans. Whilst certain combinations of A Level subjects 
inevitably provide a more secure foundation for particular degree course 
programmes, you should not allow the decision-making process to be governed 
entirely by career plans. In dialogue with members of staff you should also 
consider enthusiasm, proven ability and academic potential.

Humanities subjects (History, English Literature, and Religious Studies, Politics 
etc.) serve to reinforce one another. They all require students to engage in a 
considerable volume of independent study and can be considered ‘essay heavy’ 
subjects. Students must demonstrate a willingness to engage in critical thinking 
and they must develop the ability to offer eloquently articulated, personal 
responses to philosophical questions.

Similarly, A Level Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Computer Science are all 
mutually supportive and the skills which you will develop are transferable between 
the disciplines. All scientific subjects contain a mathematical component 
and it is often prudent to combine study of the Sciences (especially Physics) 
with Mathematics. If you are perhaps a little weaker at Mathematics, then it is 
important to seek advice before electing to embark upon A Level Physics or 
Computer Science.

A Levels
A Level Subjects

Art

Biology

Business Studies

Chemistry

Classical Civilisation

Computer Science

Design Technology

Drama & Theatre

Economics

English Literature

French

Geography

Classical Greek

German

History

Latin

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Politics

Religious Studies

Spanish
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Some students will choose to pursue one of their Sixth Form subjects at degree level 
whilst many others will proceed to university courses or apprenticeships in areas which 
they will not have previously studied such as Law, Sociology, Anthropology, Accounting, 
International Relations, Medicine, Engineering, Geology, Real Estate, Japanese, or Arabic.

Some university courses require particular subjects to have been studied in Sixth Form. 
In other cases, university courses or apprenticeships will not specify specific subjects 
but will specify an overall level of attainment for acceptance. The following guidelines are 
based on information from current university admissions websites. If you intend to study 
a subject that is not listed below then please consult the Deputy Head (Academic), Mr 
Barfield Moore, Director of Sixth Form, Mr Sellers, or Head of Careers, Mrs Monk.

Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary 
Science
Chemistry and Biology, both at IB Higher 
Level or A Level. The third Higher Level or 
A Level subject can be free choice.

Engineering
Mathematics and Physics, both at IB 
Higher Level or A Level. Students usually 
study Computer Science, Economics, or 
Chemistry, as their third Higher Level or 
A Level subject. The most competitive 
courses require Further Mathematics.

Computer Science
Mathematics at IB Higher Level or A Level 
in many cases.

Economics
Mathematics at IB Higher Level or A 
Level in many cases, though there are 
Economics courses where this is not a 
requirement.

University 
& Careers

Law
Strong grades, but any combination 
of Humanities and Science subjects is 
permitted.

Architecture
Art at IB Higher Level or A Level, a 
Humanities subject and a Science subject 
or Mathematics. 

Philosophy, Politics and Economics 
(PPE)
Two of Philosophy, Politics, History, or 
Economics at IB Higher Level or A Level.

Chemistry, Physics, or Biology
At least two of Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Mathematics, at IB Higher Level or A Level.

More information can be found at 
informedchoices.ac.uk

http://informedchoices.ac.uk
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