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Meet Luis Lopez: Bridging Gaps and Inspiring Change
Luis Lopez, the Outreach & Marketing Manager at Bridgeview Clinical
Services, is a dynamic force in the healthcare community. As one of our
newest EAC Influencers, Luis has hit the ground running, blending
strategic marketing with a deep, personal commitment to mental health
advocacy. His ability to build authentic connections has already sparked
significant engagement within the network. Luis doesn’t just promote
services; he fosters a culture of accessibility and support. We are thrilled
to see his early impact and look forward to his continued leadership in
driving our mission forward.

Promote your news, events, deals, and
announcements in our next issue!

How to Sumbit to the next
Click & Connect edition

Deadline: March 24
Submit to: post@elginchamber.com
Cost: FREE to all Elgin 

       Area Chamber members

CLICK HERE to review submission specs
and  browse past issues.

Think of EAC Influencers as your Chamber "wingmen" and 
the ultimate welcoming committee. These seasoned members are here to
bridge the gap between you and the resources you need to thrive.

How to find them: Look for the orange lanyards “ASK ME”  badges at any
event! They are the connectors standing by the entrance or moving through
the crowd to ensure no one feels like a stranger.

Whether you need a formal introduction, "insider" tips on membership, or just
a friendly face to show you the ropes, grab an EAC Influencer. They make
networking easy.

Elgin is moving toward banning single-use plastic checkout
bags at major retailers, though any changes are still more
than a year away. The Elgin City Council voted Feb. 25 to
advance a proposed ordinance that, if approved at its March
11 meeting, would not take effect until June 2027. If adopted,
the ordinance would prohibit qualifying retailers from offering
single-use plastic checkout bags at the point of sale.
Retailers would be permitted to offer recycled paper bags for
a fee of ten cents per bag. READ MORE

Elgin Moving to Ban Single-use
Plastic Bags at Major Retailer

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.bridgeviewcounseling.com/
https://www.bridgeviewcounseling.com/
mailto:post@elginchamber.com
https://www.elginchamber.com/clickconnect
https://elginil.gov/m/newsflash/home/detail/2935
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https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://rivervalleychristianschool.org/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
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https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://subscribepage.io/PsychologySummerCamp
https://stmaryschoolelgin.org/
https://www.tbkbank.com/tbkscholars/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
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Our all-inclusive dessert menu features delicious vegan, gluten-
free, keto, and low-calorie options so every guest can indulge with
confidence. Enjoy beautifully decorated Easter-themed sugar
cookies (including gluten-free sugar cookies!) and delicate
macarons with festive Easter designs, perfect for gifting, dessert
tables, or family gatherings. We’re happy to create custom
assortments tailored to your celebration.

📞 Contact Daria at 312-610-9033 t
        to discuss your menu and place an order.
 🗓  Order deadline: March 26
 🎉 Chamber Members receive 10% off!

Make this Easter sweet — without regrets!

Celebrate Easter with Desserts Without Regrets- 
because everyone deserves a treat

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/elgin/chiel/hoteldetail
https://www.urbanair.com/illinois-st-charles/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://dessertswithoutregrets.com/
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Business Book of the Month / El Libro de Negocios del Mes

Favorite Quote: “If you want to further understand the real meaning behind
what a person says, believe their actions more than their words.” / << Si
quieres comprender mejor el significado real que hay detrás de lo que dice
una persona, confía en sus acciones más que en sus palabras.>>

For many professionals, stepping into a management role can feel exciting—
until reality sets in. One day you’re a strong individual contributor; the next,
you’re responsible for guiding others. In Wait, I’m the Boss?!, Peter Economy
offers a practical roadmap for new leaders who may be wondering what they’ve
gotten themselves into. With a straightforward and reassuring tone, he breaks
down what it truly means to lead. CONTINUE READING

Wait, I'm the boss?!? / Espera, soy el jefe?
Author: Peter Economy  Date of Publication: 2020 Publisher: Peter Economy

Secure your spot at Elgin Community College’s Spring Job Fair 
on Wednesday, April 22 | 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 
Connect with motivated job seekers from across the region 
and build your talent pipeline!

Open to all industries
Free employer registration
Access to ECC students, alumni, and community job seekers

Don’t miss this opportunity to showcase your organization 
and meet your next great hire.
                                        👉 Register today at elgin.edu/jobfair

Hiring? Register Now for ECC’s Spring Job Fair!

Groundbreaking ceremony held for
Larkin High School’s athletic complex
After more than 60 years of the Larkin High School Royals
having to play their home soccer and football games at
other sites, a groundbreaking ceremony was held on Feb.
24 for Larkin’s new athletic complex. The construction
timeline calls for the football field to be open for this fall's
Homecoming game. “It will make such a difference for
student pride and belonging to have their own field to call
their own,” Larkin Interim Principal Jason Misicka said at
the ceremony. “Soon, the ground we’re standing on will be
the site of many great games, rallies, and events — and
special memories.”

 
Visit YouTube for more information

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://gailborden.aspendiscovery.org/GroupedWork/7753ce36-f4be-f62c-f3cb-f9baabbe0b5d-eng/Home?searchId=2003885&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://youtu.be/SRTT_d-A5Lc?si=QU5t7hyhKt5fUTPG
https://business.elginchamber.com/blog/Details/business-book-of-the-month-el-libro-de-negocios-del-mes-315566
https://gailborden.aspendiscovery.org/GroupedWork/7753ce36-f4be-f62c-f3cb-f9baabbe0b5d-eng/Home?searchId=2003885&recordIndex=1&page=1&searchSource=local
https://elgin.edu/about/workforce-development/hire-spartans/job-fairs/
https://elgin.edu/about/workforce-development/hire-spartans/job-fairs/
https://youtu.be/SRTT_d-A5Lc?si=QU5t7hyhKt5fUTPG
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Kane County  is recruiting volunteers! Attend
our open house on March 5, 6:30–8:30 p.m. to
meet the team and learn about our mission. 

JOIN KANE COUNTY’S SEARCH 
AND RESCUE TEAM

APPLY ONLINE NOW

SAR Academy classes begin this
April on Wednesday evenings.  

Be the first to see the final unveiling of a
completely transformed KidSpace from 3 to 5

p.m. Friday, March 27, at the Main Library, 270 N.
Grove Ave. Gail Borden Library has planted the

trees and paved the paths; the renovation is
complete and something extraordinary has

sprouted. All ages can enjoy this fully reimagined
space with a magician, face painting, a

scavenger hunt, giveaways, crafts and more.
Enjoy countless opportunities to play, learn and

grow together. 

gailborden.info/kidspaceopening

https://stthomasmorechurch.org/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://business.elginchamber.com/list/Details/papa-johns-pizza-2981069
https://gailborden.info/kidspaceopening
https://www.benniganselgin.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
http://www.kcoem.org/Documents/Volunteer/Mem_application.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawP233ZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFpYzdGSHNBYTVuQXRtbEJic3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHipBoGj_v0NIVcgND2gdrKiE2VFlFsapJ_dVcn748D4fVRrGdk_0hISgTXrs_aem_RqzqjZZG-WYr-cXGusJZWg
http://gailborden.info/kidspaceopening
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Qigong is a free-form Chinese martial art with plentiful, non-
movement and meditative ways to practice it. Sifu Jason will
introduce or refamiliarize you to the art of Qigong and lead you in
peaceful and meditative practices and movement exercises. Invite a
friend to join you as you relax and learn about The Inner Smile and 8
Directional Perception Meditation through Qigong Meditation.
The workshop is open to all skill levels. $40 per person. Pre-
registration is preferred but drop-ins are always welcome. 847-888-
8866 or email southelginbudokan@att.net.
https://southelginbudokan.com/calendars/happenings/. 

Qigong Meditation
Saturday, March 21st 11:00a

B r i n g   a   F r i e n d   

CREATET U R K I S H  M O S I A C

T A B L E  L A M P

Create a Turkish 
Mosaic Small Table
Lamp at Pinot's Palette!

Join us for this very special DIY
Turkish Mosaic Lamp workshop.

No experience or prior skills
needed. Our very talented local
artist, Shila Mehta, will walk you
through the whole process. All

supplies provided for this three-
hour class. 

Reserve your spot today!
 

Thank you for supporting our small
business and local artists!

 
Pinot's Palette

3823 E. Main Street
St Charles, IL 60174

630-338-0278

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginsymphony.org/en/home
https://www.elginsymphony.org/en/home
https://elgin.edu/calendar/art-center-events/las-cafeteras.php
https://elgin.edu/calendar/art-center-events/las-cafeteras.php
https://southelginbudokan.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
mailto:southelginbudokan@att.net
https://southelginbudokan.com/calendars/happenings
https://www.pinotspalette.com/stcharles/event/892254
https://www.pinotspalette.com/stcharles/event/892254
https://www.pinotspalette.com/stcharles/event/892254
https://www.pinotspalette.com/stcharles/event/892254
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 Grab your friends, lace up your
sneakers, and join us for Anderson

Humane’s Walk4Animals & 5K Run on
Sunday, April 26, at the Batavia

Riverwalk.
 

Whether you’re walking for a rescue
pet, a lifelong love of animals, or a

belief in kindness, your “why” becomes
real change. Every step and every dollar
raised provides food, medical care, and

second chances. 

Form a team, fundraise together, and
turn your purpose into impact.

 Walk with heart. Walk with hope. 
Walk for animals.

Be a part of this 
fundraising experience!

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.gailborden.info/
https://centrodeinformacion.org/
https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Batavia/Walk4Animals5KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Batavia/Walk4Animals5KRunWalk
https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Batavia/Walk4Animals5KRunWalk
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
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On March 28th, the Community Crisis Center will
host its 38th Annual Benefit Auction, an evening

of great food, community spirit, and impact.

Guests will enjoy hundreds of silent auction
items, an exciting Live Auction, open bar, and a

sit-down dinner. All while supporting the Center’s
programs serving individuals and families

impacted by domestic violence, sexual assault,
and economic crisis. 

Tickets are $150, with a special first-time
attendee discount available, and can be

purchased at www.crisiscenter.org through
March 13. 

Local businesses are also invited to participate
as event sponsors for valuable community

visibility; sponsorship commitments are being
accepted through March 9.

9 Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com  

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.crisiscenter.org/
https://www.crisiscenter.org/
https://www.ywcaelgin.org/leaderluncheon
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
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Plants For Peace Fundraiser

🌿 Plants for Peace is Now Open! 🌿
The sun has been shining, but the ground is still frozen,
which means now is the perfect time to start planning
your spring blooms! 🌸

Order your plants by March 13th and support our Plants
for Peace fundraiser. Every purchase helps make a
difference in our community.

🪴 Pickup/delivery will be Tuesday, May 5th, just in time
for Mother’s Day and spring planting season. 💐

Start dreaming of warmer days and secure your favorites
before the sale closes! SHOP NOW

NOW
Shop S a l e  e n d s  M a r c h  1 3 t h  

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://casakanecounty.org/
https://wreathsaleapp.net/fundraiser/plants-for-peace-spring-bedding-2026/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://wreathsaleapp.net/fundraiser/plants-for-peace-spring-bedding-2026/
https://wreathsaleapp.net/fundraiser/plants-for-peace-spring-bedding-2026/
https://wreathsaleapp.net/fundraiser/plants-for-peace-spring-bedding-2026/
https://wreathsaleapp.net/fundraiser/plants-for-peace-spring-bedding-2026/
https://wreathsaleapp.net/fundraiser/plants-for-peace-spring-bedding-2026/
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Kane County, in
partnership with The

Conservation
Foundation is
providing new

homeowners native
trees and shrubs to

grow healthier,
greener

neighborhoods.
Realtors can help

spread the word and
welcome new

residents with this
lasting benefit.

Learn More

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://foodforgreaterelgin.org/pallet-to-palate?blm_aid=25216
https://www.marklund.org/5k/
https://www.raglinscholarship.com/dinner
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://kanecountyconnects.com/article/KaneCounty-SustainKane-Trees-ConvervationFoundation
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https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.dundeeanimalhospital.com/
https://andresenactivehealthcare.com/
https://stedhs.org/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/


C    NNECTC   NNECTC
L
I

C
K &

13 Elgin Area Chamber visit us at elginchamber.com  

https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://casakanecounty.org/
https://casakanecounty.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdun3xWraBqBe2tOoGYQ2qo4dLRHvV-_1FGQpV--pOINd21gg/viewform?pli=1
https://www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/byron-furdge
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
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https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://bradenonline.com/referral/
https://www.realchangestudio.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.thrivepetcare.com/locations/illinois/hoffman-estates/hoffman-estates-specialists-emergency
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As we kick off 2026, we are inviting you to join us in a movement we call The Ripple
Effect- the small, intentional actions that spark real, lasting change in every corner
of our community.  

You are invited to be part of a movement that makes preventive mental health
visible, accessible, and practical by choosing one small action that creates lasting
impact.  

Below are simple ways to join us in creating a ripple effect of preventative mental
health: 
 
1. Explore our mission. Increase awareness. simplifyingtherapy.com 
2. Engage with our content. Comment and share.
3. Purchase a toolkit or merch. Support prevention.
4. Hold a safe space for someone. Normalize courageous conversations.
 
Together, we’re not just raising awareness, we’re building a ripple effect as 
Partners in Prevention- moving our community and country toward a future 
where prevention leads the way. 
 
Thank you for being part of this community!
Thank you for believing in prevention. 
Thank you for helping us create a ripple
that keeps moving. 
 
Partnered in Prevention, 
Marissa Raglin LCPC, NBCC, Founder
Simplifying Therapy
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https://foxvalleyfire.com/code-required-testing-inspections/
https://foxvalleyfire.com/contact/
https://foxvalleyfire.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.senatorcristinacastro.com/
https://www.senatorcristinacastro.com/
https://www.nesbittauto.com/
https://www.simplifyingtherapy.com/
https://www.simplifyingtherapy.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://www.elginchamber.com/
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https://www.elginchamber.com/
https://foxvalleyfire.com/on-site-fire-safety-training/
https://business.elginchamber.com/events/Details/open-house-at-model-1-1665413?sourceTypeId=Hub

