
BARNSTAPLE
ATHLETIC
18th  October 2025
Kick off 2.30  

Vs
R e d r u t h  I I

Harvey Rostock
50th appearance

Match day Meal deal
Lasagne, Garlic Bread Chips and Salad

with a pint / glass of wine

Barnstaple Buccaneers v Torrington | 2:30

https://www.englandrugby.com/
https://devonrfu.co.uk/


START AT 5PM

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM AMY OR HEATHER
AT THE BAR

Rediscover the past.
Savor the iconic,
rediscover delicious
food that defined it

JOIN US



A pull quote is an impactful quote taken
from the article. You can place the quote
you want to highlight here.
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Athletic Return to Pottington Road for Season's
Sternest Test

A welcome sense of normalcy returns to Pottington Road this
afternoon as Barnstaple Athletic run out on home turf once
again, fortified and battle-hardened after a gruelling few weeks
on the road across Devon.

Their homecoming, however, offers no respite. The Counties 1
Tribute Western West fixture pits them against a Redruth 2nd
XV, enjoying a blistering start to the season. We warmly
welcome to North Devon, their players, coaches, committee
members and any supporters to enjoy the famous Barnstaple
hospitality.

Congratulations are in order for both both Scott Incledon and
Harvey Rostock who are celebrating their 50  appearance for
Barnstaple. Well done lads and here’s to many more

th

Before the rugby takes centre stage, the club has a host of
major announcements.

 Our fantastic Carvery is back next Saturday for the Chiefs v
Chester game and it is still just £12 for a choice of two meats 

WELCOME TO

POTTINGTON
ROAD

the heart of Devon



and all the veg you can eat. Serving is from 12:30 onwards just
turn up and pay at the bar for this fabulous meal. Get there
early because once its gone it’s gone and you will not want to
miss out.

Also next weekend, October 25th, the clubhouse will be
rocking with a ‘Fantastic 90s Night,’ featuring live music from
Sam Dowden. The event kicks off after the Barnstaple Chiefs’
clash with Chester, with tickets available now from Amy or
Heather at the bar.

The following weekend, on Sunday, 2nd November, the skies
above Pottington Road will ignite for the infamous Barnstaple
and District Roundtable Fireworks Night. A full evening of
food, drink, and family entertainment is promised, culminating
in the always-spectacular display. Timings and ticket details in
the poster.

Athletics Road Warriors Return

Barnstaple Athletics extended away stint has been a true test
of character. The journey began in emphatic fashion on
September 27th with a stunning 0-43 demolition of a league-
higher Cullompton side in the Devon Intermediate Cup
quarter-final.

A return to league action saw a tough 31-7 loss to a strong
Torquay Athletic side, However, Athletic showcased their
resilience last weekend, edging a nail-biter against a Newton
Abbot team coached by former Barnstaple Chiefs Steve Perry,
securing a valuable 24-30 victory and all five league points.



MATCHDAY
CARVERY

OCTOBER 25TH, 2025 
FROM 12.30 ONWARDS

BARNSTAPLE RUGBY CLUB EVENT

Enjoy a fabulous roast  
Does not include entry

NO NEED TO BOOK 
WHEN ITS GONE ITS GONE! GET HERE EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT



www.chichester-developments.co.uk

https://www.chichester-developments.co.uk/


fireworks night



A Blistering 10 minute spell in the first half which included a
brace from Patrick Henry, gave them the slenderest advantage
at the break 14-15 which was capitalised on with two further
tries to win 24-30.

The Redruth Challenge: A Clash of Titans

Today’s opponents, Redruth, present the season's most difficult
home game so far. Following an narrow opening-day loss to the
currently second-placed Wiveliscombe, the Cornish side have
been in devastating form, racking up impressive victories
against league leaders Paignton, Plymstock Oaks, and, most
recently, Torquay.

The history between these two sides promises a thriller. Last
season, honours were even; Redruth edged a tight contest 26-
21 in Cornwall, before a rampant Barnstaple side exacted
revenge in March with a dominant 40-7 victory on home soil.

Given Redruth’s current form, a repeat of that score line seems
unlikely. Instead, the Pottington Road faithful should brace for a
fiercely contested, edge-of-the-seat encounter. This is a clash
that could very well go down to the final whistle and live long in
the memory of North Devon’s rugby supporters. Be prepared for
a cracking game of rugby.

Whilst on the main field, Barnstaple Athletic will take centre
stage, the Barnstaple Buccaneers welcome local rivals
Torrington on the second pitch.

 Bucc’s eye first win of the season
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All eyes will be on the Buccaneers as they hunt for their
firstvictory of the campaign after a challenging start with three
consecutive losses. However, the mood within the camp is one
of growing optimism, with a new-look squad showing significant
and rapid improvement in recent weeks. 

The team signalled their rising form a fortnight ago in a hard-
fought battle against last season’s Merit Table champions,
Crediton. Despite ultimately falling 31-22, the narrow margin
against such strong opposition proved the Buccaneers are
quickly shaking off their early-season blues.

As the team continues to gel, today’s match against Torrington
presents the perfect opportunity to convert their progress into a
maiden win and kick-start their season in front of a home crowd.

mailto:enquires@barryhewsautoservices.co.uk
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Redruth II

1   CAM LEIGH 
2  LUK TRELOAR
3  BAILEY WILLIAMS
4  KAIDEN CARNE (C)
5  OLI WELLS
6  WILL LUSCOMBE
7  LUKE YOUNG
8  FIN
WOLSTENCROFT

 
9  JACOB CHAPPLE
10 NAT DART
11 AYDEN EARNSHAW
12 ADAM HALL
13 LEWIS BOSTOCK
14 LUKE JOHNSON 
15 SAM WOLFF

Match
Officials

REF:  Connor Robinson
AR 1: 
AR 2: 
4th official: 

Bench 

16 OLLIE DARBY
17 DAN VINER
18 C. CHESTERFIELD
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Sellick's Ice-Cold Boot Seals
Epic Chiefs Comeback in
Pottington Road Thriller

In a finish that will be etched into Pottington Road folklore for
generations, Henry Sellick held his nerve amidst a deafening
silence to slot a last-gasp penalty, snatching a dramatic 25-23
victory from the jaws of Cinderford and sending the Barnstaple
faithful into voluminous, unbridled euphoria.

The scenes of sheer ecstasy that greeted the final whistle
were a world away from the anxiety that had gripped the
ground just seconds before, as Sellick, with the weight of
the season on his shoulders, delivered a perfect strike to
secure a win that felt like destiny fulfilled.

What a thriller! It was a complete, edge-of-your-seat, heart-
pounding spectacle. It wasn't always the most polished rugby,
but the sheer volume of heart-stopping moments made for an
utterly electrifying contest. As I've often said, whenever
Cinderford visits Pottington Road, they seem to love our pitch,
because we're always guaranteed a close game.

It was another slow start from Barnstaple, with Cinderford in
the ascendancy for the first half-hour. They commanded
possession, put us under pressure, and made all the running.
Their scrum had a clear, if not massive, edge over ours,
earning a number of penalties from the pressure. They 



converted one in the 10th minute to take a 3-0 lead, and
capitalised fully in the 25th minute with a try, extending their
lead to 10-0.

Finally, in the last 10 minutes of the half, Barnstaple began to
find their stride. After a few penalties, we saw Cinderford
defending the maul by pushing us towards the sideline—a
strategy I suspect more teams will adopt to counter our
strengths. However, following a series of pick-and-goes, Matt
Gohl crashed over with five minutes left, making the score 5-10
at the break.

Cinderford started the second half stronger, slotting a penalty
within two minutes to extend their lead to 13-5. But a change
from the bench ignited Barnstaple. We began to play our game,
building pressure through multiple phases and mixing up our
attack. This soon paid off. A powerful rolling maul made
significant inroads into the Cinderford 22 before Bertie Stretch
peeled off and found Ross Swales, who was stopped just short.
From the ensuing pick-and-goes, Matt Gohl stretched those
long arms of his over the line to bring us level.

The pressure continued. Opting to run a lineout instead of
mauling, the Chiefs kept mixing it up. Bertie Stretch, a threat all
game, almost broke through, and several phases later, Viliame
Kotobalavu spotted a gapping hole and smashed his way
through for our third try. Henry Sellick's conversion gave us the
lead for the first time at 17-16. Ben Jago then added a further 5
points, crashing through from close range.
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But Cinderford weren't done. With just five minutes left, a
converted try put them back in front, 22-23. With seconds on
the clock, Barnstaple marched downfield and earned a penalty
right in front of the posts. Up stepped Henry Sellick. The entire
ground fell completely silent—even children were hushed. With
nerves of steel, he slotted the ball over, securing a fabulous
Barnstaple win and relieving all of us from a massive amount of
stress.

What a way to win! It was a brilliant afternoon's entertainment,
and it really doesn't get any better—though my heart could do
with a little less drama.

So, not the complete 80-minute performance we hoped for and
for the first thirty, Cinderford certainly had the measure of
Barnstaple. The Scrum creaked and we allowed them too
much possession which they capitalised on.  The Chiefs fitness
and unshakable self-belief that they can beat anyone was the
difference. as the half drew to a close we started to get the
juices flowing and some fluidity in our game. The second half
saw a better return for our endevours as we pressured more,
got ourselves not just back into the game but for large parts of
the second half started to dominate it and produced results.

Even when the defence faltered and allowed Cinderford to
retake the lead late on, they never gave up. That belief was
absolute, and the memory of that final, silent kick is one that
will live with me for a long, long time. As a result the Chiefs now
sit second in the league with five try bonus wins and that all
important try bonus point when they lost to Exeter Uni. 



Chiefs Embark on Pivotal M5 Mission Seeking
Redemption Against Luctonians

Fresh from the euphoric high of a last-gasp victory, the
Barnstaple Chiefs now face their toughest test of the young
season: a formidable 180-mile journey north for a top-of-the-
table summit against the powerhouse Luctonians this
Saturday.

This clash is an opportunity. The league table tells a story of
two teams on a near-identical trajectory. Both sides boast five
bonus-point wins, their early-season form marking them as
clear front-runners. The sole difference, a single pint earned
against Exeter Uni for the Chiefs. A victory on the road would  
serve a powerful dose of revenge for a painful recent history.

For the Barnstaple faithful, the name "Luctonians" will stir
uncomfortable memories of the 2022-23 campaign. In that
season, our Chiefs, still finding their feet in the newly formed
National Two West, were handed a pair of sobering defeats by
a Luctonian side that marched on to a comfortable 4th-place
finish. They were, on those afternoons, a class apart.

But let us be clear: this is a new dawn, and this is a new
Barnstaple Chiefs. The squad that will board the coach is
battle-hardened, brimming with a self-belief.

Under the shrewd guidance of the coaching staff, the Chiefs
have unequivocally "upped the ante," developing a multi-
faceted attacking game and a resilience.



www.northdevonhospice.org.uk

https://www.northdevonhospice.org.uk/


There will be no illusions about the challenge ahead.
Luctonians are a formidable force, particularly on their own
patch. Their eye-catching 48-58 victory away at Taunton signals
a side with a potent and free-scoring attack, a unit that will
undoubtedly provide the sternest examination of the Chiefs'
defensive mettle this season. 

Yet, within this challenge lies our greatest opportunity.
Luctonians' only defeat this term came at home, a chink in their
armour that our travelling warriors will be keen to exploit. 

The question is not whether Luctonians are still the force of old
there is absolutely no question they are, but whether they are
prepared for the Barnstaple Chiefs and more imortantly are the
Chiefs up for the challenge. this is where the season gets
serious.

There are several changes o the Chiefs particularly in the front
row where Bertie Stretch and Callum Davies are unavailable
and so Mitch Turner starts with Nat Bayet moving to hooker.
Johny Carter moves to the back row and Ben Parsons goes
into the centre. And that’s your Chiefs team travelling to
Luctonnians
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HOUR
HAPPY

£17
6PM-7PMJugs of Lager Jugs of Lager 

or Cideror Cider
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visit
www.barnstaplerugby.co.uk/membership

https://www.barnstaplerugby.co.uk/membership-2/
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WEBSITE: WWW.KASCRANEHIRE.CO.UK

https://kascranehire.co.uk/


Important
Announcement

WE NEED A VOLUNTEER
MATCH DAY ANNOUNCER

We are putting out a request for
volunteers to assist the Club as

our Compare/Match day
announcer. 

We are seeking enthusiastic individuals to provide
vital support on home match days. If you would

like to help us in this crucial role, 

Barnstaple Rugby Club 

please call the Club Sec (John "Spike" Sloley) on
07971665174 or email

secretary.barnstaplerugby@gmail.com.
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NEXT SATURDAY


