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Task 1 Commenting on graphs

In T a sk I o f th e A cad em ic W ritin g M odu le y o u m ay b e g iv en o n e o r m o re g rap h s o r

ch a rts an d a sk ed to ex p la in th e in fo rm a tio n sh ow n in a ro u n d 1 5 0 w o rd s . Y ou sh o u ld

o n ly sp en d ab o u t 2 0 m in u te s o n th is ta sk , a s T a sk I c a rr ie s few e r m a rk s th an T a sk 2 .

Id en tify g rap h /ch a rt ty p e s A -C and com p le te th e ir d e sc r ip tio n s , ] -3 b e low , u s in g

w o rd s an d p h ra se s from th e b o x .

C Market share of four brands of tomato paste

A Sales of three product lines for last year ('ooos) T he lin e g rap h (g rap h ) sh ow s ch an g e s in th e

u se o f d iffe ren t fo rm s o f com m un ic a tio n - em a il,

te le p h o n e an d le tte r - o v e r a f iv e -y e a r

I , f rom 1999 to 2 0 0 3 . T h e

2 o f th e g rap h g iv e s p e rc en tag e

u se o f th e th re e fo rm s o f com m un ic a tio n . W h ile th e

ch o ic e o f te lep h o n e a s th e p re fe rred m ean s o f

com m un ic a tio n rem a in ed fa ir ly 3 ,

com m un ic a tio n b y le tte r fe ll s ig n if ic an tly , to a

4 o f a ro u n d 1 0% in 2 0 0 3 .

C onv e rse ly , u se o f em a il in c re a sed d ram a tic a lly ,

5 a ro u n d 7 0% o f a ll

c om m un ic a tio n in th e d ep a rtm en t in 2 0 0 3 .

(9 4 w o rd s )

2 T h e p ie ch a rt (g rap h ) illu s tra te s th e

6 m a rk e t sh a re o f fo u r b ran d s

o f tom a to p a s te . B ran d C 7 .

ap p ro x im a te ly h a lf o f a ll sa le s , w h e re a s b ran d D h a s

th e 8 m a rk e t sh a re . B ran d s A

and B h av e a s im ila r sh a re o f th e m a rk e t, in th e

reg io n o f 2 0% each .

(5 4 w o rd s )

3 T h e b a r ch a rt (g rap h ) g iv e s

9 sa le s o f th re e p ro d u c t

1 0 o v e r a 11 .

y ea r . T h e 1 2 p lo ts q u a rte r-y e a r

p e rio d s . D u rin g th e f irs t q u a rte r , sa le s

1 3 o f th e th re e p ro d u c ts w e re

fa ir ly s im ila r . H ow ev e r , in th e se co n d an d th ird

q u a rte rs , sa le s o f su n g la sse s w e re co n s id e rab ly

h ig h e r th an th e o th e r tw o p ro d u c ts , re a ch in g an a ll-

tim e 14 in th e se co n d q u a rte r .

S a le s o f um b re lla s 1 5 in th e

fo u rth q u a rte r . S a le s o f to rch e s w e re s te ad y

th ro u g h o u t th e y ea r .

(8 4 w o rd s )
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2 W ha t is th e fu n c tio n o f th e ad v e rb Conversely in

d e sc r ip tio n I? C hoo se from a -c b e low .

a sum m aris in g th e co n ten t

b in tro d u c in g co n tra s tin g in fo rm a tio n

c su g g e s tin g a re a so n o r re su lt

3 C la ss ify th e ad v e rb s in italics b e low acco rd in g to

a -c ab o v e .

T u rn o v e r h a s r isen d ram a tic a lly in th e la s t y e a r

an d o u r co s ts h av e b een d riv en d ow n .

Consequently, o u r p ro f its h av e in c re a sed .

2 C om pan y p e rfo rm an ce w o rldw id e h a s generally

b een sa tis fa c to ry , ap a r t f rom a d isap p o in tin g s ta r t

to o u r S p an ish jo in t v en tu re .

4 U nd e rlin e th e ex am p le s o f in ten s ify in g ad v e rb s in

d e sc r ip tio n s 1 an d 3 . F o r e a ch o n e , d e c id e w h e th e r

th e fo llow in g ad v e rb s co u ld b e su b s titu te d , b a s in g

y o u r d ec is io n o n b o th m ean in g an d ap p ro p ria te

reg is te r .

am az in g ly n o tic e ab ly su rp r is in g ly

5 W h ich ad v e rb in d e sc r ip tio n 2 h a s a s im ila r

m ean in g to roughly?

6 C hoo se th e b e tte r co n c lu s io n fo r d e sc r ip tio n 1 .

H ow cou ld th e o th e r o n e b e im p ro v ed ?

a It c an b e se en from th e in fo rm a tio n co n ta in ed in

th e g rap h th a t from 1999 to 2 0 0 3 em a il w a s u sed

in a c e r ta in w ay , le tte rs w e re u sed in an o th e r w ay

an d th e te le p h o n e w as a lso u sed in th e

d ep a rtm en t.

b T h is d a ta re f le c ts th e g row th o f em a il in b u s in e ss

u se an d co n seq u en t d e c lin e o f le tte r-w ritin g

d u rin g th e p e rio d in q u e s tio n , w ith th e te le p h o n e

co n tin u in g a s a fa ir ly im po rtan t fo rm o f

com m un ic a tio n .

7 T h e g rap h b e low sh ow s th e p e rc en tag e sa le s o f

tra in e rs m ad e b y a sp o rtsw ea r com p an y in o n e

y ea r . T h e 'F ly in g B oo ts ' tra in e rs w e re lau n ch ed a t

th e b eg in n in g o f th a t y e a r . W rite a d e sc r ip tio n fo r

th e g rap h , com m en tin g o n th e sa le s p e rfo rm an ce o f

e a ch s ty le o f tra in e r . U se v o cab u la ry from th e b o x

in 1 an d in ten s ify in g ad v e rb s . T ry to w rite a t le a s t

1 0 0 w o rd s .

Advice

W hen d e sc r ib in g g rap h s an d o th e r v isu a l d a ta ...

• lo o k a t th e v isu a l in fo rm a tio n ca re fu lly

• sum m arise fo r y o u rse lf w h a t th e m a te r ia l is

ill u s tra tin g

• th in k ab o u t an y tren d s o r u n u su a l fe a tu re s

sh ow n

• d ec id e o n th e m o s t im po rtan t o b se rv a tio n s to

in c lu d e

• w rite an o p en in g sen ten ce th a t ex p la in s th e

co n ten t c le a r ly ; d o N O T lif t (c o p y ) lan g u ag e

from th e q u e s tio n

• in c lu d e o n ly th e sa lie n t (m o s t im po rtan t) p o in ts

ra th e r th an d e sc r ib in g a ll th e in fo rm a tio n

rep e titiv e ly

• u se ad v e rb s to m ak e a p o in t m o re fo rc e fu lly

• lin k your w ritin g b y m ean s o f ad v e rb s o r

ad v e rb ia l p h ra se s .
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Writing folder 4

Task 1 Describing a process
In Task 1 of the Academ ic W riting M odule candidates m ay have to describe a

process, by referring to a labelled diagram . Remember that for this task you

should w rite at least 150 words. (The description and explanation in 1 and 2

below total 155 words.)

1 This cut-away diagram shows the inside of a self-cooling drink can,

designed by a specialist company. Read the description of the diagram to

complete the m issing labels.

2 Now read the explanation opposite of how the

cooling process works, choosing suitable verbs

from the box to fill the spaces. You w ill need to use

three passive form s.

3

})e-scr'p f~

TAe- d,0 .8rOoi'nsAows 0. de-Si8n for 0. se-If-

coolinrJ drink COon.TAe- COonconSiSfs of fwo

se-po.ro .h se-cltons. w tfA 0. se-o .l bdwe-e-n fAe-

fwo. TAe- drink is Ae-Id Inside- fAe- uppe-r

se-clton. o .nd fAe- lowe-r se-dlon confo.ins 0.

de-S/cco.nf (or dry,n8 mo.hrio ./J in 0. vo.Cuum .

TAe- uppe-r se-dlon Ao.s fwo compo.rfm e-nfs:

fAe- drtnk is Ae-Id w tfA in o.n Inne-r one-. o .nd

is Surrounde-d by o.n ouhr compo.dme.nf.

confo .in in8 0. wo.hry 8e-1.

Explo.no.flon

WAe-n fAe- lowe-r po.d of fAe- cOon

1 fAe- se-o .l bre-o .ks.

TA /s 2 0. drop in

pre-SSure- in fAe- uppe-r se-dion of fAe- cOon

o.nd fAe- wo.hr in fAe- ouhr compo.rfm e.nf's

8e-1 3 czwckly. cool inrJ fAe-

drink. Exee-ss wo.hr IS Soo.ke-d up by fAe-

de-s/cco.nf. o .nd o.ny Ae-o.f4 .

by 0. sink in fAe- boHom of fAe- cOon.wAicA

5 fAe- COonfrom he-I 1n8

wo.rm . TAe- compo.ny c/o .lmS fAo.f 0 . cOonof

drInk 6 by lro .? C inJusf

fAre-e- m inuhs.

5

cool evaporate

tw ist

cause

result

absorb build

lead prevent

1

tw istable base

2

3



SpaceShipOne, a prototype re-usable spacecraft, transported by

a specially designed aircraft, White Knight, to launch height.

The diagram shows how it is designed to gain and lose altitude.

5 An -ing fo rm can also be used in p lace of a rela tive

clause to describe an effect, as in cooling the drink

in the second sen tence of the Explanation in

exercise 2 . F ind three m ore exam ples of th is use in

the d iagram below .

3 T ick any of the gramm atical areas below that have

been used in the explanation in exercise 2 . A ll these

areas are relevan t to W riting Task 1 . If necessary ,

rev ise their fo rm and use by looking at the

G ramm ar fo lder.

C oncessive clause 0

Conditional structure 0
Passive w ith agen t 0
Reference pronoun (to g iven inform ation) 0
Relative clause 0

4 Another usefu l structure for W riting Task 1 is the

-ing fo rm , w hich fo llow s several verbs, such as the

one in space 5 of exercise 2 : ... the can from feeling

warm. Here are som e m ore verbs that can be

fo llow ed by an -ing fo rm . U se each verb once only

to com plete the sen tences. The first one is done for

you .

I go on involve fl'tel:tft start stop

EXAM PLE : A tw istab le base IJ?~~ .

having a can in tw o sections.

I The cooling process break ing

a vacuum seal.

2 The drink cooling down as

soon as the seal is broken .

3 The desiccan t soak ing up the

w ater un til there is none left.

4 A heat sink the can from

feeling w arm .

< l)

'"::l
] 40 SpaceShipO ne 's

-< boosters ign ite ,

p ropelling the .il
30 spacesh ip to its ;[J'

requ ired heigh t

20

~
10 50 ,000 feet (l5km ) W hite K nigh t

W hite K nigh t dep loys then glides

o SpaceShip O ne ~k to Earth

A fter re-en try

SpaceShipO ne 's

w ings tilt back to

their norm al position

enab ling the craft to

g lide back to Earth

~

6 W rite a paragraph describ ing the launch and re-

en try process for SpaceShipOne, using the

inform ation prov ided in the d iagram . Y ou should

beg in w ith an opening sen tence about the craft and

its launcher, White Knight. Then w rite a sen tence on

each stage in the d iagram . W rite betw een 100 and

150 words.

Advice

• Spend a m inute look ing at the d iagram carefu lly .

• Think about any stages in the process shown.

• D ecide on key vocabulary you w ill need to use.

• W rite an opening sen tence that in troduces the

top ic clearly . D o NOT lift language from the

question .

• R em em ber"to use passive structures and -ing fo rm s.

• U se tim e or sequence m arkers to organ ise your

w riting .

4
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Task 1 Comparison and contrast

[ n T a s k 1 o f th e A c a d e m ic W r i t in g M o d u le y o u m a y b e

g iv e n g r a p h s o r c h a r t s to c o m p a r e a n d c o n t r a s t . Y o u

n e e d to w r i te a t le a s t IS O w o rd s (b u t d o n 't w a s te t im e

w r i t in g m u c h m o re th a n th is , a s l~ ls k 2 c a r r ie s m o re

m a rk s ) . I t s h o u ld ta k e y o u a ro u n d n in e m in u te s to

p h y s ic a l ly w r i te IS O w o rd s , a l lo w in g y o u s o m e t im e to

p la n a n d c h e c k y o u r a n sw e r .

L o o k a t th e g r a p h s b e lo w , ta k e n f r o m a s c ie n t i f ic

jo u rn a l . T h e y s h o w f lu c tu a t io n s in tem p e r a tu r e

d u r in g th e p e r io d 1 8 5 6 -2 0 0 0 . T h e to p g r a p h s h o w s

d a ta f o r th e w o r ld a s a w h o le , w h e r e a s in th e o th e r

tw o g r a p h s , th e d a ta is s p l i t f o r th e N o r th e rn a n d

S o u th e rn H em is p h e r e s .

G lo b a l a n d H em is p h e r ic A n n u a l

T em p e r a tu r e A n o m a l ie s

1 8 5 6 - 2 0 0 0

G lo b e

2 G 0 .5
: : l 0
~ -
t ': > ~

t ; - ; : ; 0 .0
0..:::

~ ~ -0 .5

I S 6 0 I S S O 1 9 0 0 1 9 2 0 1 9 4 0 1 9 6 0 1 9 8 0 2 0 0 0

N o r th e rn h em is p h e r e

~ 9 ' 0 .5

:=-
~ ~ 0 .0
o . .~

E 0

~ ~ -0 .5

IS 6 0 1 8 8 0 1 9 0 0 1 9 2 0 1 9 4 0 1 9 6 0 1 9 8 0 2 0 0 0

S o u th e rn h em is p h e r e

~G
: : l ~ 0 .5

2 ~ ~
5 . g 0 .0

E 3
,C J c
• . . . . . - < - 0 .5

I S 6 0 IS S O 1 9 0 0 1 9 2 0 1 9 4 0 1 9 6 0 1 9 8 0 2 0 0 0

2 R e a d th e fo l lo w in g e x t r a c t f r o m th e jo u rn a l , w h ic h

is a c o m m e n ta ry o n th e to p g r a p h , ju s t o v e r 1 5 0

w o rd s lo n g . T h e n , u s in g th e in fo rm a t io n g iv e n in

th e c o m m e n ta ry a n d i t s g r a p h , d e c id e w h e th e r

s ta tem e n ts 1 -4 b e lo w a r e t r u e o r f a ls e .

T re n d s in a n n u a l m e a n te m p e ra tu re a n o m a lie s fo r th e

g lo b e s h o w re la t iv e ly s ta b le te m p e ra tu re s fro m th e

b e g in n in g o f th e re c o rd u n t i l a b o u t 1 9 1 0 , w ith fa ir ly

ra p id a n d s te a d y w a rm in g th ro u g h to th e e a r ly 1 9 4 0 s ,

fo l lo w e d b y a n o th e r p e r io d o f re la t iv e ly s ta b le

te m p e ra tu re s th ro u g h th e m id -1 9 7 0 s . F ro m th is p o in t

o n w a rd , a n o th e r ra p id r is e s im ila r to th a t in th e e a r l ie r

p a r t o f th e c e n tu ry is o b s e rv e d . 1 9 9 8 w a s th e w a rm e s t

y e a r o f th e g lo b a l m e a n te m p e ra tu re s e r ie s to d a te ,

fo l lo w e d b y 1 9 9 7 . T h e m o s t re c e n t y e a r o f th e re c o rd ,

2 0 0 0 , a ls o s a w a s ig n if ic a n t p o s it iv e te m p e ra tu re

a n o m a ly (0 .2 9 °C ) , b u t re p re s e n ts a c o o lin g c o m p a re d to

th e re c e n t v e ry w a rm y e a rs o f 1 9 9 7 a n d 1 9 9 8 . E v e n s o ,

2 0 0 0 t ie s w ith 1 9 9 1 fo r th e s ix th w a rm e s t y e a r in th e \

g lo b a l re c o rd , a n d th e e ig h t w a rm e s t y e a rs o f th e g lo b a l I

re c o rd h a v e a ll o c c u r re d s in c e 1 9 9 0 . O v e ra ll , th e

a v e ra g e s u r fa c e a ir te m p e ra tu re o f th e g lo b e h a s

w a rm e d b y a p p ro x im a te ly 0 .5 °C s in c e th e m id d le o f th e

n in e te e n th c e n tu ry .

A v e ra g e tem p e r a tu r e s in 1 9 1 0 w e re w a rm e r th a n

in 1 9 4 0 .

2 I t w a s n o t a s w a rm in 2 0 0 0 a s i t w a s in 1 9 9 8 .

3 T h e a v e r a g e tem p e r a tu r e in 1 9 9 1 w a s th e s am e a s

in 2 0 0 0 .

4 T h e w a rm e s t y e a r in th e g lo b a l r e c o rd w a s 1 9 9 7 .

3 S ta tem e n ts 1 -4 a b o v e c o n ta in e x am p le s o f

c o m p a r a t iv e s t r u c tu r e s . Q u ic k ly c h e c k y o u r

k n o w le d g e o f c o m p a r a t iv e a n d s u p e r la t iv e fo rm s

b y c o m p le t in g th is ta b le .

w e t

d ry

ra p id

g ra d u a l

5



4 When comparing and contrasting, we often use the

qualifiers below to point up sim ilarities or

differences. Select appropriate ones to complete the

text describing the bottom two graphs in exercise 1.

M ore than one answer is possible.
I

exactly/just the same (as)

almost/nearly/practically/virtually the same (as)

not entirely/quite the same (as)

completely/entirely/totally different (from/to)

a little / hardly / only just (warmer than)

rather / somewhat (warmer than)

a great deal/considerably / substantially (warmer

than)

5 Now answer the task below , follow ing the advice

given at the bottom of the page.

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

Thegraphs below show average monthly

temperature and rainfall in two places in South

Africa.

Summarise the information by selecting and

reporting the main features, and make

comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Cape Town, South A frica

Average monthly temperature aod rainfall

40 400

ISO

E
E

200

100

SO

300

200 ~

o

o

max

lJASOND

Upington, South A frica

Average monthly temperature and rainfall

J FMAMJ JASOND

10

40

o

30

30

10

~ 20

~ 20

Key

• = rainfall in m illim etres

- = maximum temperatures 0

- = minimum temperatures J F M A

The graphs for the Northern and Southern Hemispheres

show certain similarities. There is 1 .

the same peak temperature in the early 1940s, and in

both graphs the highest temperatures occur after 1980.

However, there are several notable differences. The

warming trend observed for the Northern Hemisphere

from about 1910 through to 1930 is 2 .

.................................as that of the Southern Hemisphere,

where there is a dip in average temperatures after 1920.

Here, there was more rapid warming from about 1930

through to the early 1940s. From the early 1940s to the

late 1950s, the Northern Hemisphere record shows

3 more gradual cooling than the

Southern Hemisphere, which indicates an abrupt shift to

cooler temperatures after 1945, followed by a gradual

increase over several decades, and a general levelling off

since the late 1980s. The 1990s in the Northern

Hemisphere show a very different picture, where

temperature fluctuations are 4 .

more marked than in the Southern Hemisphere.

Advice

• Look at the graphs carefully .

• Check you understand what each axis shows.

• M ake quick notes of sim ilarities and differences in

two columns.

• Introduce the subject of the graphs in your

opening sentence.

• Focus on the main trends and avoid repetition.

• U se comparative structures w ith qualifiers where

appropriate.

• A im to w rite 150-160 words in a little less than

10 m inutes.

• Read through your answer to check everything is

clear.

• Check spelling and grammar.

6



Writing folder 8

Errors clinic

To achieve an IELTS Band 7, there should only be 'occasional inaccuracies' in your

w riting, and even for Band 6, you must show generally good control. Therefore, it is

important to check both your answers carefully. This W riting folder deals w ith some

typical errors made by IELTS candidates in spelling, word order and grammar, as shown

by the Cambridge Learner Corpus.

Spelling

Double consonants

• Doubling can occur to differentiate the pronunciation of a preceding vowel, for

example later/latter, so if you are unsure of the spelling, think how you would say the

word aloud.

• M any English words that have double consonants near the beginning of the word come

from Latin, and the double consonant is the result of a Latin prefix, for example address,

oppose. Here are these patterns, together w ith some common IELTS spelling errors.

Latin prefix English spelling error correct spelling

ad abb, ace, add, aff, agg, all, agressive aggressive

amm, ann, app, arr, ass, att atracted attracted

can call, comm, conn, carr comercial commercial

in ill, imm, inn, irr imigration immigration

ob ace, off, opp oportunity opportunity

sub succ, suff, sugg, supp, surr suported supported

Missing letters

3 Errors commonly occur when a

letter is silent, as in doubt, or at

the end of words. Insert the

m issing letter in these common

IELTS errors, in the way shown.

EXAMPLE: 0 e~Lellent exLiting

• However, many English words do not have double consonants in the

first syllable.

Neatly cross out the extra letter in these errors made by IELTS

candidates. One word is correctly spelled.

o rec40mmend 3 well fare 6 oppm lOn

1 appologise 4 proffessional 7 tallented

2 dissappear 5 different 8 refference

• W hen making comparative/superlative form s of adjectives, and adding

-ing and -cd endings to verbs, remember that the final consonant may be

doubled, as in hot> hotter/ hottest, begin> beginning, stop> stopped.

This usually occurs if the final consonant follows a short vowel.

Vowel combinations

I enviroment

2 tecnology

3 othew ise

4 shoud

5 therefor

6 approximatly

goverment

w ich

furthemore

woud

becaus

sincerly

6 enourmous

7 variety

8 throghout

3 beatiful

4 belive

5 collegue

2 Correct the spelling in these IELTS errors in a neat and legible way. If

necessary, cross out the word and rew rite it in full. One word is correct.

EXAMPLE: extremely

o eJ<trcllm ly

1 acheived

2 recieved

7



Suffixes

4 C o rrec t th e sp e llin g in th e se IE L T S e rro rs in a n ea t

an d leg ib le w ay . If n ece ssa ry , c ro ss o u t th e w o rd

and rew rite it in fu ll.

~ isu.e of ~ it is proper for children to u..crk

as u.nder-a..9eO-UXJrkers is, in m .; opiniOn,not a.

stre~htforu..urd one. I ~live it ca.n ~ a. .9000-

exper~nce as I~ as they a.re ca.pa.ble of dOi~ the

UXJrk.Most children come from poor fa.milies u J-,o do

pa.id UXJrk.~y UXJrkto help their pa.rents to

su.port their lives, eO-u.ca.tiQno r hea.lt. ~se children

wll .9rau u.p as tOll..9h ~ple rnenta.lly ~u.se they

lern a. lot of lessons a.bou.t ha.u hu.ma.ns live their

liVes. For exa.mple, they UXJn't .9ive u.p easily dOi~

their jObs a.nd they UXJn't feel dD.U1 so deeply uX-oen

somethi~ dissa.points them. Fu.rfnemore, most of

them ~ str~ phYSica.llya.nd they even ma.y

ha.ve fewer problems Ia.tter in their lives.

Word order

• C h eck you r w o rd o rd e r ca re fu lly , e sp ec ia lly in

qu e s tio n s o r w h - c lau se s , o r w ith adv e rb s . If y o u

n eed to m ak e a co rre c tio n , try to do it n ea tly .

5 C o rrec t th e w o rd o rd e r e rro rs in th e se sen ten ce s ,

u s in g on e o f th e tw o m e th od s b e low .

EXAM PLE : 0 B u t w h a t e x a .d i y l}1appiness f i J ,?
Is it

00 J t- .i6 . j u s t a . h o a x o r dtJ ! fO I A . n e e d t o

s t o p iJ ; h a p p e r i n g a g a i n ?

1 W e a lw ay s m u st lo o k a t th e good s id e o f

ev e ry th in g th a t w e do .

2 T h e sp end in g s lig h tly d ro pp ed to le ss th an £ lO m .

3 T he con cep t o f th e jo in t fam ily ex is ts ra re ly .

4 M o re flig h ts w ill c re a te ce rta in ly m o re no ise .

S In som e fam ilie s , p a ren ts g iv e m oney to th e ir

ch ild ren , b u t w ith ou t an y adv ice on how to

ca re fu lly u se it.

6 It se em s th a t Jap an e se cu s tom s h av e b een

ch ang in g s in ce a ro und 1920 little b y little .

6 R ead th is p a rag raph w ritten by an IE L T S cand id a te

and co rre c t th e w o rd o rd e r and sp e llin g e rro rs .

A dv ice

• A llow up to fiv e m inu te s fo r ch eck in g you r P a rt

1 an sw e r. D o th is b e fo re y ou s ta rt P a rt 2 .

• L eav e a t le a s t ten m inu te s a t th e end to ch eck

you r P a rt 2 an sw e r.

• R ead th ro ugh each an sw e r tw ice .

• A t th e firs t re ad in g , ch eck ev e ry th in g m akes

sen se and in se rt an y m iss in g in fo rm a tio n .

• A t th e second read in g , ch eck you r an sw e r m o re

ca re fu lly , co rre c tin g w ith in each sen ten ce .

G ram m ar

Agreement

T he C a m b r i d g e L e a r n e r C o r p u s sh ow s th a t a lo t o f

e rro rs a re m ad e in th is a rea . C h eck ag reem en t in

p a rticu la r b e tw een :

• su b jec t + v e rb (ch eck bo th a re s in gu la r/p lu ra l)

• p ro noun + noun (ch eck bo th a re s in gu la r/p lu ra l)

• n um be r + noun (a p lu ra l is n eed ed w ith any th in g

abov e 'o n e ')

• a fte r p h ra se s su ch a s k i n d o f ( + s in g u la r) , o n e o f ( +

p lu ra l n oun + s in gu la r v e rb ) , a n u m b e r o f (+ p lu ra l

n oun + p lu ra l v e rb ) , t h e n u m b e r o f ( + p lu ra l n oun +
s in g u la r v e rb ) e tc .

• a fte r m a n y (+ p lu ra l)

• a fte r e v e r y / e a c h (+ s in gu la r)

7 C heck ag reem en t in th e se sen ten ce s w ritten by

IE LT S cand id a te s , m ak in g any co rrec tio n s n ece ssa ry .

1 O n th e p lu s s id e , if th e se d ev e lo pm en t a re

g e ttin g b e tte r , th e rich e r n a tio n s w ill b en e fit.

2 In o th e r w o rd s , ev e ry ch ild ren w ou ld g e t a

te chn ica l ed u ca tio n .

3 T h e re a re th ree rea so n fo r th is .

4 C h ild ren do es no t re ad book s , so th ey w ill n ev e r

re ce iv e in fo rm a tio n in th is w ay .

S T he num be r o f Jap an e se to u ris t d ro pp ed fo r

th is re a so n s .

6 If th ey do no t w an t to d o th is k in d o f jo b s in

th e fu tu re , th e re is o n ly on e op tio n .

7 In th e ho te l w he re h e liv e ev e ry on e tre a ts h im

w e ll.

8 T h e re a re m any th in g th a t sh ou ld b e

con s id e red .

9 T h e o th e r th ree n a tio n sp en t n ea rly th e sam e

am oun t in th is reg a rd .

1 0 T he o th e r o n e is m o re su rp ris in g b ecau se it

o ccu rs in coun tr ie s in w h ich c itiz en s h a s a v e ry

h ig h in com e .

S re lev en ce

6 im m ed ia tley

7 d ram a tic a ly

8 p red ic tab lity

1 hop e fu ll

2 em p tin e s

3 exp en s iv

4 su cce ss fu ll

8



Writing folder 10

The Academic Writing Module

Advice

Before taking the test

• T im e yourse lf w riting 150 w ords on a top ic tha t

you are fam ilia r w ith .

• W ork ou t how long it takes you to w rite 250

w ords.

• W ork ou t how m any lines you use fo r 150 w ords

and fo r 250 w ords.

Prepare

• R ead the question and p lan your answ er.

• R e-read the question to m ake su re you have kep t

to the po in t.

Write

• W rite you r answ er c learly and concise ly .

Improve

• C heck and im prove your answ er.

• D raw a line th rough any th ing you w an t to om it,

e .g .~ .

• U se num bers o r an asterisk to show w here you

w an t to in sert som eth ing , e .g . ~ *. W rite the

add ition below your answ er.

• M ake su re your answ er can be read easily , bu t

don 't w aste tim e rew riting it.

Writing Task 1

• Spend 20 m inu tes on T ask 1 : it accoun ts fo r a th ird

o f the m arks.

• A llow 5 m inu tes to p repare , 10 m inu tes to w rite , and

5 m inu tes to im prove .

• Y ou are g iven in fo rm ation in the fo rm of a tab le , chart

o r d iag ram , and shou ld p resen t it in w ritten fo rm .

D on 't inven t exp lanations o r add itiona l in fo rm ation .

• G ive on ly the m ost im portan t figu res. T hey shou ld

be approx im ate ly co rrec t: they don 't need to be

exactly righ t. D on 't m ake any calcu la tions.

• T he key in fo rm ation can be p resen ted concise ly in

an answ er o f abou t 150 w ords. If you r answ er is

m uch longer (over abou t 200 w ords), it p robab ly

con ta in s too m uch deta il.

R ead th is task and answ er the questions fo llow ing it.

You should spend about 20 m inutes on this task.

The charts below show what the history and

engineering graduates of a particular university

were doing six months after graduating. The

figures cover a two-year period .

Summarise the information by selecting and

reporting the main features, and make

comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Destinations of graduates, six months after graduating

History graduates Engineering graduates

II""! Year 1 • Year 21 II""! Year 1 • Year 21

~
~o

.,,'b
~

e.,'l"'l,,

Destination

100 --- --

go

80

7°

Q l 60
0.0
III.•..

5°t:
Q l

~
4°Q l

c ..

3°

20

10

°

Destination

°

100

go

80

7°

60

5°

4°

3°

20

10
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1 Underline the key words in the rubric.

2 What is the main comparison being made:

subject, year or destination? Study how the bar

charts are organised, including

• the heading (e.g. Destinations of graduates)

• the legend (the years)

• the categories on the X-axis (the various

destinations)

• the values on the Y-axis (percentages).

3 What exactly do the bar charts show? Decide

which three of the following pieces of

information are shown by the charts.

a About 63% of year l's history graduates were

employed.

b More people studied engineering than history.

c The number of historians was the same in

years 1 and 2.

d A greater proportion of historians than of

engineers undertook further study.

e Engineers were more likely to be seeking work

than to be taking time out.

f More historians than engineers took time out.

4 What is the most important information shown

by the charts? Choose two of the following.

a Historians were less likely to be seeking work

than engineers.

b A higher proportion of engineering graduates

than of historians were employed.

c The year-on-year changes in the figures were

generally small.

d Historians were more likely to go on to further

study than engineers.

5 Which of these ways of organising your answer is

likely to work best? This will be affected by the

main comparison (1 above).

a Go through the figures for history graduates,

then those for engineering graduates.

b Go through the figures for each year in turn.

c Go through the four destinations, comparing

the figures for historians and engineers.

6 W rite brief notes for an outline of your answer.

Introduction

Topic:

Summary:

Comparison

Em p loymen t: .

Fu rth er stu d y: .

Time out:

Seeking work: .

7 Now write your answer.

Writing Task 2

• Spend 40 minutes on Task 2: it carries two thirds of

the marks.

• Allow 10 minutes to prepare, 20 minutes to write,

and 10 minutes to improve.

• You should consider a range of opinions, rather than

only one point of view.

• If the question has two parts (as in the example

below), make sure you answer both of them.

• If you have a lot to say, lim it yourself to three or four

points, to keep to about 250 words.

• When preparing, it may be easier to decide on your

introduction after you have made notes.

• When writing, start with a short introduction.

• Deal with each opinion or main point in a separate

paragraph.

• Finish with a short conclusion.

• Remember that you are being tested on your

command of English, not on your knowledge,

intelligence, or whether the examiner agrees with

you.

• Give examples when you can. They don't have to be

true!

2 Read this task, and write your answer.

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

In many countries there is a shortage of suitable

people for essential jobs.

What do you think are the causes of this problem

and what measures could be taken to solve it? ~

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant

examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

r
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Writing folder 1

Task 2 Planning an essay
I n T a s k 2 o f b o th th e G e n e r a l T ra in in g a n d A c a d e m ic W r i t in g M o d u le s c a n d id a te s h a v e to

w r i te a n e s s a y o f a t le a s t 2 5 0 w o rd s . Y o u s h o u ld s p e n d a b o u t 4 0 m in u te s o n th is ta s k a n d i t

i s a g o o d id e a to ta k e u p to f iv e m in u te s p la n n in g y o u r e s s a y b e fo r e y o u s ta r t w r i t in g .

R e a d th e tw o ta s k s , A a n d B . W h ic h ta s k w o u ld a p p e a r o n th e A c a d e m ic W r i t in g

M o d u le a n d w h ic h o n th e G e n e r a l T ra in in g W r i t in g M o d u le ? W h y ?

A

Write about the following topic.

Some people believe that professional sportsmen

and women are paid too much money nowadays in

relation to their usefulness to society.

Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant

examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

B

Write about the following topic.

The amount of sport shown on television every

week has increased significantly and this is

having an impact on live sports events.

Do you think the benefits of having more televised

sport are greater than the disadvantages?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant

examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

2 H e re a r e tw o p o s s ib le w a y s o f d e s ig n in g a n e s s a y p la n . M a tc h e a c h

p la n to i t s ta s k in e x e r c is e 1 .

M in d m a p :

+
f e u x ; r a t l iv e m ::x .tc h . : s

t ic k e ts c o s t m e re

p ro b le m fo r sm ::x . l le r c 1 1 .1 b s

c 1 o s e -u .p s o f p h y e r s

f le X ib le t im in g

P a ra g r a p h p la n : """""" ...'. -. '. •• -. •• •• te. • ., '.a

P a ra 1

P e tr a ;z .

P a r a 3

P a r e t '1

P a ra . 5

I .n t r o d l . lc t io n

- a u .t l in e tO P iC

- .9 iv e m .; b C l .s iC o p in io n (a.9rec/ d i5 C l . .9 r e c )

S a la r ie s / p ro s p e c ts o f to p s p o r ts p h y e r s

- in c lu .d e e x a m p le s : 1 :> a V id B e c k h C l .m ? M a r -n n a . N a v ra t i lo v a ?

S a la r ie s o f o ~ 'l . l5 e fu l ' jO b s

- d o c to r s

- te a .c ~ s

- f i r e f ! 9 h te r s

R .o I e o f s p o r t in s o c ie ty

C o n c l l . lS iO n

- r e s ta te m y o p in io n

- f in is h w i th a s t r~ s e n te n c e

11
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3 R ead th is essay and d iv ide it in to parag raphs

co rrespond ing to the parag raph p lan in exerc ise 2 .

C ross ou t any m ateria l you consider to be

irre levan t o r inapp rop ria te . F o r any parag raph tha t

looks too sho rt, d ec ide w hat needs to be added , by

check ing aga in st the p lan .

How use~ul G lY "est'0Y"rs (IGlyeY"s ro 01/1- Society 7 D o r~y

eoY"" too ~1U ch~16~-ey7 T J.,is eSSGlY ,,,,,ill diScuss r~se

quesrio"s_ I~ we co"sidey- r~ ro,' s(oY"rs (IGlyeY"s, it is

tY"ue rheJr r~y oY"e ,'oid huge soloY"ies. roY" elo~fle, r~

~ootoolleY" DMid 6eC lheJ~ l eon,s ~ lillio "s wirh h iS club O~-d

t~" ~ is t'G lid ~16y-e ~\O,-ey ro e'-do,-Se r~ ,,"oducrs d

vo,-iouS S (O l-tS cWl(o"ies. I w ish I could eon, 0 ~ lillio "

do ll" ,,-s by weo,-i.'9 G l (oh- d ~oo too ll boots I S(onSme"

te~-d to eon, 0 lo t- ~16,-e ~16~-ey th eJ" r~h- ~e~lOIe

equivGlle"rs. I" rem,iS, Mm-ti.v Nov'-otilovo heJs wo" ~\OY"e

tirles rheJ" r~ 9y-eGlrest ~ lG lle r'loye,-s ror ~Y " eGlY""i,'9S

oY"e I~-ooobly Si'J"iriw"tly le ss . J1.,e ~16St use~ul Jobs i"

sociery oY"e rhose rheJt ~I( (eo(le'. docro ,-s ~ lo le (e6(le

beHeY" w~" r~y oy-e sic l G l'-d teoc~Y"s ,,"e(o,-e 0 new

ge~-eY"oti6~, ~0Y" e"h-y i"ro sociery. Pe ,-heJ,'s t~ ~ lo sr use~uI

Job doll is rheJl d I~ ~ iY "e~ i')h te ,-, w ho SCJVeS liveS G l'-d

,,"o(eY"ly 0" 0 y-e'Jvlm- ooS iS . Yel ~iY"e(i'Jhley-S oY"e (G lid veY"y

liHle W -d d te" heJve 10 do 0 secO > -d Job 10 eon, e'1OV9h

~16~-ey to live 0". Ot~,- (eo(le i" SocielY G l(G lY "t~y -O ~ l

st'0Y"ts t'loyeY"s eon, 0 101 d ~16~-ey. So~-e roSil-ess~-e" oY"e

~lil/iO>vir"es. St'0Y"r is u'-doubtedly o.-e d ow ~ lG li" ~6 '-~ lS d

e"reY"toi~V'-e"r todoy. [ve" l (eo(le do ,,'t ')0 ro live

~1()IC ~S , r~y w olch s(oy-r 0" leleviSi6", eit~y- bY"oodwsl

live OY "t~ h i< Jh li9h ts o~ te,'wo,-ds. Howevey-, th iS does,,'t

Justly such 10'je solo,-ies, i" ~!Y O (i" io " .

4 The essay in exerc ise 3 opens w ith tw o 'rhe to rica l'

question s. U sed sparing ly , rhe to rica l question s can

be an effec tive w ay o f in troduc ing the top ic o r

ra is ing a new po in t in an essay . T u rn these no tes fo r

task B in to rhe to rica l question s, s ta rting w ith the

w ord g iven and add ing any o ther w ords necessary .

1 so m uch spo rt b roadcast Why ?

2 in the best in te rests o f spo rt Is ?

3 effec ts o f th is on p layers What ?

4 ticke ts so ld a t m atches How mallY ... ?

5 v iew ers cope w ith spo rt overload Call ... ?

5 Look back a t the S ty le ex tra on tim e adverb ia ls

(page 15 ). E xp ression s like these are u sefu l fo r

task B . W hy?

6 W rite the fo llow ing sen tences under the th ree task

B head ings be low . T hen add you r ow n ideas.

1 T ic le t (y-iceS heJve riS e" dY "O ~ lO Iiwlly.

2 S(oY"t heJs becw-e G l" i~lt'CIr.to"l ~0Y"~1d e"reY"toi,V'-e"r.

3 S~lOileY" clubs heJve svHe,-ed ~hv"c iG lI losses.

4 To( (IGlyeY"s w" G lsl ~OY ' Im'ge sG liG lY "ies .

5 few er (eo(le G lH e '-d live ~oo roo l/ ~ lO tc~S "o".wdoys.

6 J1.,e,-e oy-e ~ loY "e TV cheJ",-els th eJ" re" yeors 090.

7 LG l'je ,- ~ootboll clubs be,-e~il ~i"(,,,ciolly ~Y "0~1TV

Y"eve"ue.

8 Mo,-e (eo (le heJve deve lo (ed 0" i"teY"eSI i" S(O,-t.

Reasons for growth of televised sport

Benefits

Disadvantages

7 N ow w rite the firs t d ra ft o f an answ er to task B .

T ry to inc lude som e o f the in fo rm ation you have

ju st w orked on in exerc ises 4 , 5 and 6 . Y ou r essay

shou ld con ta in five parag raphs, in c lud ing an

in troduc tion and a conc lu sion .

8 U se the check lis t be low to m ake any changes

necessary and then w rite you r fina l an sw er.

Checklist

H ave you

• answ ered a ll aspec ts o f the task?

• inc luded an in troduc tion and a conc lu sion?

• m ade you r parag raph ing c lear and log ica l?

• checked a ll you r m ate ria l is re levan t?

• u sed any rhe to rica l question s?

• checked you r spe lling and g ramm ar?

• w ritten a t least 250 w ords?

12



Writing folder 3

Task 2 Reporting ideas
In the Task 2 essay, you may want to support your argument or offer a balanced

view by reporting other people's opinions or ideas. The Cambridge Academic

Corpus shows that reporting verbs are used extensively in academic English.

Read these opinions that were voiced in a survey on recycling.

Complete each statement below reporting their ideas.

There should be a heavy fine imposed on

people who fail to recycle glass and paper.

Several people argued for .

We should be given separate containers; this would

make it easier for us to recycle different materials.

3 Someone claimed that if we .

It costs more to recycle plastic

than to bury it in landfill.

2 A few people suggested that recycling plastic .

I don't see the need to recycle anything!

4 One person maintained that there .

2 Rewrite each sentence below, putting the reporting verb into the passive

and making any other changes necessary. The agent can be omitted, but

include one of these adverbs if many people are involved.

commonly generally universally widely

EXAMPLE: Most people think that his arguments against a tougher

recycling policy are seriously flawed.

His arguments against a tougher recycling policy are widely

thought to be seriously flawed.

1 A lot of people believe that the recycling of plastic is too costly a process.

2 Many people now see air travel as the biggest threat to the environment.

3 Someone has suggested a new tax on non-returnable bottles.

4 Environmental campaigners everywhere view the latest international

agreement as insubstantial.

5 Most people feel that excess supermarket packaging is at the heart of the

landfill problem.

6 Newspapers report that government measures on household recycling

are imminent.

13



3 Complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first, using a modal passive.

EXAMPLE: It would be possible to persuade most citizens to participate in household collection schemes.

M t 't' could be t>Pysuad..ed . . . h I Id II' hos CI Izens r.:,:: to partiCipate 111 ouse 10 co ectlOn sc emes.

1 It is crucial for us to conserve valuable natural resources.

Valuable natural resources at all costs.

2 You can reduce the amount of domestic rubbish by taking bottles to a bottle bank.

The amount of domestic rubbish by taking bottles to a bottle bank.

3 The government would in theory impose this higher target by 2012.

In theory, this higher target by 2012.

4 Unfortunately, it is impossible to produce recycled paper of a high quality.

Recycled paper of a high quality unfortunately.

5 They might offer a tax rebate to people who recycle enough of their rubbish.

A tax rebate to people who recycle enough of their rubbish.

4 Use some of the ideas above and others of your own to answer the

following essay task. You could also look back at Unit 5 for more ideas

and useful language. You should give a balanced argument, reporting the

views of both those in favour of and those against recycling.

Write about the following topic.

Recycling is now an essential measure: it is time for everyone in society' v'

to become more responsible towards the environment.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own

knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

14



Writing folder 5

Task 2 Developing an argument

In the Task 2 essay, you need to present a clearly argued piece of writing, where

your ideas are fully developed and exemplified. Remember that you will need

to write at least 250 words (answers shorter than this are penalised).

Read the task and spend a few moments thinking about your own views

on the statement.

Write about the following topic.

City living in the 21st century is stressful and offers no advantages.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your

own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

2 Read the two answers, A and

B, which are exactly 250 words.

Does each answer agree or

disagree with the statement?

Which answer contains the

clearest argument, in your

opinion? Why?

A B

You alt.Va'j5halle noi5e in a crt'j and rt i5 lIef'j

stre55rul. I agree becaU5e I lille in a large CiT'j

and rt can be 5Tre55rul. !'JuT I can do 1at5 of

ihing5 in m'j crt'j' lik.e going TO -the Cinema.and

5eeing rock. concerT5, = I might di5agree wiih

-the 5TaTemenT TOO.Nowada'j5, more people

halle TO lille in Ci-ne5. tvl05T of -the jOb5 'jou find

are in crtie5 and iT Tak.e5 TOO long TO Trallel

-there each da'j. lha.T i5 stle55rul, -the 5ame a5

living in a CiT'j'

1here are =me adlianTage5 TO CiT'j lilling. A

large CiT'j ha5 TOOman'j people and -there i5

Traffic all -the Time = iT i5 lIer'j 5Tre55rul. I

halle recen-n'j lIi5iTed !'Jilbao in nor-thern Spain,

whiChha5 an excellenT Tral"\5port 5'j5Tem. 1here

are Tram5 and an underground neTwork. = 'jou

can go from one parT of -the CiT'j TO anoiher

lIer'j quiCk.I'j'I don'T call -thaT 5Tre55rul, and iT

doe.5n'T C05T much ei-ther.

If I had -the choice I would 5Till lille in a CiT'j

beca.U5eI lik.e iT. 1here i5 a loT of lille

e.nTertainmenT and man'j culTuralihing5 on offer.

Shop5 are good and eller'j crt'j ha5 man'j 5hop5.

In oTher word5, iT mU5Tbe an adlianTage TO

halle 5hop5 and -there aren'T man'j 5hop5 in

5ffialler place5. Wiih InTerneT 5hopping, iT

doe5n'T matter where 'jou lille. an'j more.

1here '5 no green in -the CiT'j and iT mak.e5 U5

5Tre55ed. I agree wiih -the 5TaTemenT beca.U5e

iT i5 5Tre55rul.

The. pe.rce.nfo{je. of fhe. world's populOoflOn dO""lctle.d In

Clfte.S IS InCre.o.sln(j Oond be.cOouse. of fhlS, so""e. of fhe.

lOor(je.sf Ctfle.S h1Usf be. fOolr/y oppre.SSlve. plOoce.s In whIch

fo lIVe. If you Oore.shorf of ""one.y or une.""ploye.d. Af fhe.

SOo""e.ft""e., for fhose. wtfh dlsposOoble. Inco""e., 00 ctfy

provlde.s 00 llve.ly e.nvlron""e.nf, wtfh ""Oony cu/furOoI

be.ne.ftfs Oond ofhe.r opporfU t1lfte.s Thus, fhe. OodvanfOo(je.s

of confe.""porOory urbOon Ilvln(j fOol" oufwe.l(jh Oony

dlsOodvOonfOo(je.s, In ""y opinIon

In fe.r""S of e.nfe.rfOoln""e.nf, ctfy re.slde.nfs Oore.offe.n

spotle.d for ChOICe., Oond on Oony t1I(jhf of fhe. we.e.k could

probOobly VIStf Oonyfhl"fj fro"" 5""0011JOoZZ ve.nue.S fo

fhe.Oofre.s, clubs Oond nu""e.rouS clne.""OoS Ctfle.S 00150

(je.ne.rOolly offe.r wonde.rful ""uSe.u""S.

Anofhe.r obVIOUS be.ne.ftf IS fhe. dlve.rstfy of shops Oond

spe.clOoltsf sfore.s In Oony ctfy of 00 re.OosonOoble.SIZe.. WhIle.

tf ""OoYbe. fhe. COose.nowOodOoYs fhOof so""e. pe.ople. do ""osf

of fhe.lr shoppln(j ove.r fhe. Infe.rne.f, for ""yse.lf. tf 15

e.sse.nftOoI fo hOove. fhe. chOonce. fo browSe. Oond wlndowshop,

Oond 00 ctfy (jIVe.S ""e. fhOof.

If hOos be.e.n sOoId fhOof one. of fhe. Ie.Oosf OoffrOocflVe.

Oospe.cfs of ctfy IlVln(j 15 frOonsporf, Oond I would

ce.rfOolnly ne.ve.r dre.Oo"" of USI"fj ""y COol"fo frOove.1 OoCroSS

fown. Howe.ve.r, ""osf Ctfle.S nowOodOoYs hOove. de.ve.lope.d

e.xce.lle.nf Oond OoffordOoble. publIc frOonsporf sysfe.""s,

fOokin(j 0011fhe. sfre.ss ouf of (je.ffln(j Ooround. WhOof 15

""ore., fhe. ctfie.s of fhe. 2/sf ce.nfury offe.n look (jood.

wtfh unusuOoI ""ode.rn Oorchtfe.cfure..

In shorf, fodOoy's Clfte.S COon supporf 00 rich, VOorte.d Oond

e.XCtfl"fj llfe.sfy/e., which 15 sfl""ulOofln(j rOofhe.r fhOon

Sfre.SSful.
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3 Tick which points are included in each answer (A

and B in exercise 2) and rate the development and

clarity of each one from 1-3.

1 unclear and/or barely addressed

2 reasonably clear with some exemplification

3 clearly developed and exemplified

Live entertainment A B

Open spaces A B

Transport A B

Cultural benefits A B

Noise / crowds A B

Shopping A B

Architecture A B

4 Underline any useful linking phrases in answers A

and B and add them to the table below.

Introducing / referring Asfar as ... is concerned

to a point Regarding

With reference to

Adding another Secondly

related point Additionally

Contrasting previous Conversely

information Then again

On the other hand

Clarifying what has Toput it another way

been said That is to say

Linking to the Therefore

argument For this reason

Consequently

Concluding / All in all

summarising Tosum up

5 Try to think of different vocabulary you can use to

say the same thing. Repetition of key words from

the task must be avoided (as in the use of 'stressful'

in A). Find words and phrases in answer B that

relate to the words below from the task statement.

ci ty Iivi n g .

21st cen tu ry .

st ress fu I .

o ffers .

ad van tages .

6 Now answer the task in exercise 1, following the

advice below. Write at least 250 words.

Advice

• Read the task carefully.

• Underline key words and think of different ways

of saying the same thing.

• Make a plan, including each new point in a new

paragraph.

• State your overall opinion in the introduction.

• Use linking phrases to make your argument

clearer.

• Develop and exemplify each of your main points.

• Restate your opinion in a conclusion.

• Leave time to check your answer for accuracy.
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Writing folder 7

Task 2 Appropriate

style and tone

F o r b o th p a rts o f th e W ritin g

M odu le , th e lan g u ag e y o u u se m u s t

b e co n s is te n tly ap p ro p ria te in s ty le

an d to n e . T h e C am b rid g e L ea rn e r

C o rp u s sh ow s th a t IE L l'S c an d id a te s

a re n o t a lw ay s ab le to d o th is ,

e sp e c ia lly fo r T a sk 2 .

1 T ick th e fe a tu re s y o u co n s id e r

ap p ro p ria te to a c ad em ic w ritin g

from th is lis t.

D im p e rso n a l s ty le

D ag g re ss iv e to n e

D co llo q u ia l la n g u ag e

D n eu tra l to fo rm a l la n g u ag e

D se r io u s to n e

D in fo rm a l la n g u ag e

D h um o ro u s s ty le

2 R ead th e ta sk an d th e an sw e r b e low . U nd e rlin e ex am p le s in th e

an sw e r o f an y in ap p ro p ria te fe a tu re s lis te d in ex e rc ise I .

W rite a b o u t th e fo llo w in g to p ic .

Because of falling birth rates and better healthcare, the world's

population is getting steadily older and this trend is going to

cause serious problems for society.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?

G iv e re a s o n s fo r y o u r a n sw e r a n d in c lu d e a n y re le v a n t e x a m p le s fro m

y o u r o w n k n o w le d g e o r e x p e r ie n c e .

W r ite a t le a s t 2 5 0 w o rd s .

I c~ /\/\o t ~ ~ re .e . w i th y o v .r v i e .w S " co /\c e .r /\i / \~ ~ /\ ~ ~ e .i /\~ {>O pv .l~tio /\,

w h ich I f i/\d to t~ lIy r id icv .lo v .S " ~ /\d v ./\te ./\~ b le .. Y o v . re .~ lIy S "h o v .ld

/\o t p ~ i/\i ~ p ic - tv .re . o f th e . fv .tv .re . th ~ t is " M M ~~ tiv e . ~ S " th iS " !

I Me.~/\ w e . 'I I ~ II b e . o ld oM d~ y , w o /\ 't w e .?

I t is " trv .e . w ith o v .t ~ d o v .b t th ~ t fo lk S " ~ re . liv i/\~ lo /\~ e .r , d v .e . to

~ h e .~ lth ie .r d ie .t , r iS " i/\~ liv i/\~ S " t~ /\d ~ rdS " ~ /\d b e .tte .r M e .d ic~ 1

tre .~ tM e ./\t . A /\d th e .y S "~Y w e . 're . ~ II ~o/\/\~ b e . e .v e ./\ o ld e .r i/\ th e .

fv .tv .re .! A p~ r- t f rO M Ie .~ d i /\~ to h v .~ e . S "~ Ie .S "o f f~ IS "e . te.e. th ~ /\d

w ~ lk i/\~ S " tic k S " , w h~ t w ill b e . th e . M ~ i/\ is "S "v .e .S "o f h ~ v i/\~ ~ I~ r~ e .r

p e .rc e ./\t~ ~ e . o f o ld e .r p e .o p le . i/\ o v .r S "oC ie .ty ? F irS " t ~ /\d fo re .M oS " t,

it 'l l c o S " t ~ p~ ck e .- t i/\ te .rM S " o f ID D l:.i/\~ ~H e .r - th e . e .ld e .r ly M d

fo rk i/\~ ov.t fo r th e .ir p e ./\S " io /\ p ~YM e ./\ts " . ~ v .ch ~ /\ iM b~ I~ /\c e . i/\

th e . {>O pv .l~tio /\ w i II p l~ c e . ~ /\ ~ d d e .d b v .rd e ./\ 0 /\ y o v ./\~ e .r p e .o p le .,

th ro v .~ h h i~ h e .r t~ x ~ tio /\ le .v e .lS "~ /\d M o re . S "v .b S " t~ /\ti~ 1 f~M ily

C oM M itM e ./\ts " . D o yov. th i/\k w e . 'I I ~ II h ~ v e . to S "1~ v e .~w ~ y v ./\til

w e . 're . 90? I t is " h i~ h ly lik e .ly , ~ iv e ./\ th e . c v .rre ./\i S " t~ tiS " ticS " .

A S " fo r th e .re . b e .i/\~ fe .w e .r b ~ b ie .S " 0 /\ th e . S"ce./\e., th ~ t 's " c e .r t~ i/\Iy

th e . c~ S "e . i /\ M y Cov./\try ~ t th e . MoMe./\ t . H ow e .v e .r , ~ o v e .r /\M e ./\ ts "

S "h o v .ld /\o t b e . e ./\c o v .r~ ~ i/\~ p e .o p le . to h ~ v e . I~ r~ e .r /\v .M b e .rS " o f k id S " ,

b e .c~ v .S "e .o v .r p l~M t is" ~ Ire .~ d y p~ ck e .d ov.t.

/ / \ th e . f i/\~ I ~ /\~ ly S " iS " , it w ill b e . v .p to ~ II o f v.S" to S "v .p {>O rte .~ ch

o th e .r , w h e .th e .r th ro v .~ h ~ d d itio /\~ I t~ x~ tio /\ D r b y S "h ow i/\~ ~

~ re .~ te .r ~w ~ re ./\e .S "S "o f th e . d iffe .re ./\ t ~ e ./\e .r~ tio /\S " ~ t ~ p e .rS "o /\~ 1

Ie .v e .l . ~oMe. M pe .c - ts " o f d ~ ily life . th ~ t ~ re . c v .rre ./\tly t~ke./\ fo r

~ r~ /\te .d M ~y h~ v e . to ch ~ /\~ e . f lA /\d ~M e ./\t~ lIy . F o r e .x ~M p le ., i/\S " te .~ d

o f e .~ o y i/\~ th e .ir M v .ch -d e .S "e .rv e .d re .tire .M e ./\t , ~ r~ /\d ~ re ./\- tS " cO lA ld

fi/\d th e .M S "e .lv e .S "t~ k i/\~ 0 /\ th e . ro le . o f M ~ i/\ c h ild c~ re .rS " w h ile . th e .

~ re ./\ts " w o rk Io /\~ e .r h o v .rS " to •• .•~ i/\t~ i/\ th e .ir f~ •• .•ily 's " S " t~ /\d ~ rd

o f liv i/\~ .

COMe. 0 /\ ,i t w o /\ 't b e . th ~ t b ~ d !
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3 Choose phrases from those below to replace some

of the inappropriate language in the second and

third paragraphs. There may be more than one

possible choice.

children

continue to be employed

contributing to

declining birth rate

funding

lower fertility

overpopulated

people

projected to continue ageing

remain in the job market

result in increased expenditure

4 Cross out any inappropriate language remaining in

these paragraphs and then rewrite the paragraphs,

using the phrases from exercise 3 and making any

other changes necessary.

5 The first paragraph of the answer in exercise 2 is

unusable. Complete the new opening sentence

below with some of these words. Two aren't needed.

actually corresponding impossible provided

questionable unlikely

AI~ it is 1 to Brg.,e

vJifu 1te fac.ts 2 in 1te

first half of 1te state~ntJ it remcMs

3 vJhe1ter5OC.ietyis

4 under Meat dJe to its

a~ing PQPJlatiOn.

Now add the necessary verb forms to the sentence

below , which completes the replacement first

paragraph.

None1teIe55, it 5 (negative

modal passive + dellY) 1hat radiC.815OC.ialreform

6 (future passive + require)

in 1te near fut1xe.

6 Read the exam iner comments under the final

sentence. Then write a replacement sentence to

include at the end of the fourth paragraph.

COMe. 01\, it WOI\'t be. thtl.t btl.d!

1h$ liqht-heorted endinq in very inj)orrtlol

lonqvoqe i$ comp lete Iy inoppropritlte ond letlVe$

overy neqotive ej)j)ect on the reoder A pity,

becov$e the j)ovrth poroqroph conto,n$ element$

oj) 0 conc IV$iOn ond JV$t need$ 0 $Vi-tobIe

c 10$inq$entence. Throvqhovt -the on$wer. the

lonqvoqe ,$ incOn$iMent ond -there i$ on VnMppy

m,x oj) $ty le$ There ore $ome qood ,detl$, bvt

only 0 j)ew Mole been expre$5ed in ocodem,c

enqli$h

7 Now answer the task below , follow ing the advice

given.

Write about the following topic.

There are fewer and fewer employment

opportunities for graduates entering the job

market and this will have serious implications

for higher education.

Towhat extent do you agree or disagree with

this statement?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant

examples from your own knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Advice

• Underline key words in the task and think of

appropriate paraphrases.

• M ake a plan, putting each new point in a new

paragraph.

• State your overall opinion in the first paragraph.

• Use an impersonal style unless you are

mentioning your own experience.

• Produce consistently neutral to formal language.

• M aintain a serious tone throughout.

• Develop and exemplify each of your main points.

• Restate your opinion in a conclusion.

• Leave enough time to check your answer for

grammatical accuracy and stylistic consistency.
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Writing folder 9

Task 2 Expressing disagreement

In the Task 2 essay, you may decide to disagree with the

statement in the question. In academic English, it is

very important to express disagreement cautiously and

politely. In Task 2, you should present your argument

clearly, using an impersonal and non-aggressive tone.

Read the task and tick possible reasons for

disagreeing with the statement, choosing from the

list and adding two ideas of your own.

W rite abou t the fo llow ing top ic .

Television cannot replace the book as a

learning tool, which is why children are less

well educated today.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with

this statement?

G ive reasons fo r you r answ e r and in c lude any re le van t

e xam p le s from you r ow n know ledge o r expe rience .

W rite a t le a s t 250 w o rds .

• Television offers many educational programmes.

• Even soap operas can teach us about real life.

• TV documentaries show more than a book can.

• Children usually learn better from visual input.

• Many children don't read books but love

television.

• Children are better educated than they used to be.

•

•

2 Read the answer below, ignoring the highlighted

parts for the moment. Which of the reasons in

exercise 1 are included?

In m y (;p in ion , eac .h pa rt of tre s ta te l'l"e n t is to ta lly

u rrtrue . r:irs t I th in k te le v is io n c .B n rep la ce tre bOO kas

a lea rn ing too l and sec .ond , it is com P le te ly w rong to

say -tha t ch ild ren a re le ss w e ll e .d Jc .a tedtoday . tJ(NJ le t

l'I"e te ll yOJ vJny I th in k th iS .

Le t's fa ce it, k id s enP y te le v is io n and tre y w a tch a

g -ea t dea l of it, so it is c ra zy to fo rce trem to read

bCO ks if tre y have no w ish to do so . ne re a re SO l'l"e

ve ry good p rog ramm es on te le v is io n , vJ re re yOJ c .B n lea rn

lO ads of sW ff, 8 JC .has filfr1 5 abO J t w ild life in rem o te

p la ces ) and h is to ry p rog ramm es w ith rea l- life cha ra c te rs .

"T re se tyP es of doc .tJ rr1en ta rie sdo m o re to edJc .a te a ch ild

than any bOO kdoes , because tre y Ire m o re a live .

W ny c .B nIf- soap cpe ras teach k id s , t00 7 W nen yOJ w a tch

a soap cpe ra , yOJ a re see ing o rd ina ry pe (;p le dea lin g w ith

d ifficU lt m o l'I"e n ts in tre ir liV es , and th is c .B n o ften rtlP

yOJ to m ake you r ow n dec iS iO ns .

ne sec .ond pa rt of tre s ta te l'l"e n t is abSO lu te rubb ish .

YO J rea lly c .B nIt sa y tha t ch ild ren a ren It le a rn ing as

m JC .has be fo re , pa rtiC U la rly w ren sc .hoo ls have so m any

exce lle n t th ings nOW adays ,like com pu te rs , e le c tron ic

l'Jn ite bO a rdsand tre In te rne t. M y g -andpa ren ts wOJld

have p re fe rred today 's h igh -te ch lea rn ing th ing to tre

bo ring te x tbOO ks tre y had . A nd vJna t do yOJ m ean by

1e .d Jc .a ted1anyw ay? A pa rt from w o rk ing on tre ir sc .hoo l

sub .tc .ts } ch ild ren today need to lea rn im po rtan t th ings

abO J t rea l life } and bOO ksa re useless fo r tre se su rV iva l

th ings .
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3 C hoo se th e b es t qu a lif ie r in 1 -4 b e low , in o rd e r to

d isag ree cau tio u s ly and po lite ly bu t a t th e sam e

tim e avo id m ak ing th e ph ra se sound in fo rm a l.

T hen rep lace th e w o rd s h igh lig h ted in y e llow w ith

you r n ew ph rase s . M o re th an one an sw er m ay be

po ss ib le , b u t u se each ph ra se once on ly .

I is k in d o f /s o m ew h a t / h ig h ly ques tio n ab le

2 appea rs r e a l ly / s e r io u s ly / d r e a d fu l ly f law ed

3 seem s r a th e r / c o m p le te ly / 1 0 0% dub iou s

4 m akes n o / n o t o n e b i t o f / l i t t le sen se

4 N ow rew rite th e g reen h igh lig h ted p a rts to im p rove

th e ton e by m ak ing it m o re im person a l and

acad em ic . S ta rt w ith th e w o rd s g iv en and in c lud e

th e language ind ica ted in th e b rack e ts .

I A n u m b e r o f r e a s o n s (+ fu tu re p ass iv e : g iv e ) . . .

2 I t (+ nega tiv e m oda l p ass iv e : d e n y ) . . .

3 ... f r o m w h ic h a g r e a t d e a l (+ m oda l p ass iv e :

a s s im i la te ) . . .

4 ... th e s u b je c t (+ pass iv e : b r in g ) to l i fe .

5 Y o u n g p e o p le (+ m oda l p ass iv e : in fo rm ) . . .

6 I t i s i l lo g ic a l to (+ su itab le repo rtin g v e rb ) ...

7 M o r e o v e r , i t d e p e n d s (w h a t + pass iv e : m e a n ) . . .

8 ... b o o k s a r e (+ ad jec tiv e w ith p re fix i r r - ) . . .

5 In th e fin a l p a rag raph o f th e an sw er in ex e rc ise 2 ,

th e w o rd th in g is u sed fou r tim es . R ep lace it each

tim e w ith one o f th e w o rd s b e low .

expe rien ces fac ilitie s fac ts Issu es

6 L ook a t th e open ing pa rag raph o f th e an sw er ag a in

and unde rlin e any ph ra se s tak en from th e T ask 2

s ta tem en t. R ew rite th ese in you r ow n w o rd s .

7 W rite a conc lu s ion fo r th e essay in abou t 50 w o rd s .

Y ou shou ld re s ta te th e w rite r 's v iew po in t bu t a lso

try to in tro duce som e ba lan ce o r cau tio n in to th e

a rgum en t.

8 N ow an sw er th e ta sk in ex e rc ise I, fo llow ing th e

adv ice oppo site . Y ou can o f cou rse choo se to ag ree

o r d isag ree ! W rite a t lea s t 2 50 w o rd s .

A dv ice

• R ead th e ta sk ca re fu lly .

• U nde rlin e k ey w o rd s and th ink o f d iffe ren t w ay s

o f say ing th e sam e th ing .

• M ake a p lan , pu ttin g each m a in po in t in a n ew

parag raph .

• S ta te you r ov e ra ll o p in ion in th e in troduc tio n .

• If y ou d isag ree , exp re ss you r d isag reem en t

cau tio u s ly , u s in g qua lif ie rs to so ften you r po in t

o f v iew .

• D eve lop and exem p lify each o f you r m a in po in ts .

• R es ta te you r op in ion in a conc lu s ion .

• L eav e enough tim e to ch eck you r an sw er fo r

accu racy .
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