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Ivan's Two Cents ... 
Well, I suppose the first thing I should say 1n this • 
what I hope 1s the first of a regular column, 1s to 
welcome everybody back, and to extend . again - a 
very warm welcome to all the first years, who by 
now are finding out what college life 1s all about. I 
hope that your summer was good and that wherever 
you were, that the weather wasn't as bad as ,t was 
here around the Stables courtyard where 1t seemed 1t 
rained all the time .summer ... pah, what summer1I? 
Of course, the only funny thing about the weather all 
summer was the reaction of Met Eireann to the 

rather inaccurate forecast that they gave for the 

August Holiday weekend, when they promised that 1t 

would be sun, more sun, and yet more sun . instead 

1t was rather wet. What had the weathermen to say, 

I hear you ask .. well they said ' it's hard to tell what 

the weather will be like on a bank holiday 

weekend' .. Go figure 7. I mean do their 

meteorological instruments suddenly pack up and go 

on holiday as well? If anybody knows, would they 
please let me know! 

Anyway, on to more serious and mundane topics . As 

you may have noticed, there was no small amount of 
bu1ld1ng work going on here dunng the summer and 

the library should be open by February, and at the 

time of writing, the Mechanical, Aeronautical and 

Engineering /Chemical and Environmental Science 

building rs due to be open and in use for the start of 

term . (It's Just struck me that rt doesn't have a very 

catchy name .still, you can't have everything') 

According to those who know about these things (not 

your humble scribe!), it will be used mainly for 

postgraduate work .. so now you know! One thing 

that comes to mind with regard to the library 1s Final 

Year Proiects . It's a time honoured tradition, that a lot 

of students tend to do a lot of work on FYP's during 

the three weeks break between semesters. Thrs may 

cause some problems. The SU w,11 not stand by and 

watch students be disadvantaged by this From the 

next edition of An Focal onwards however, there will 

be an update from Library staff on details of the 

'changeover'. 

So, what else did the summer hold for 'us what 

worked here'. It wasn't as quiet as we, or rather I, 

had hoped. There was a lot of movement on the 

issue of the Student Centre - and the good news 1s 

----.................. 

that the design and plans are at quite an ad11anced 
stage - watch an Focal for details as they emerge 
Vanous meetings were held during the three months 
between the SU, the architects, the pro1ect managers 
and college representat111es The ball should be set 
rolling 1n the near future. 

The other thing that took up some time was the 
D1sc1phne Committee . If there was one piece of 
advice I were to give to e11erybody reading this ,t 
would be 'For Gods sake, be careful' Some of you 
may have heard an ed1t1on of L1vehne on the radio, in 

the middle of June where an irate Castletroy resident 
was complaining about the behaviour of UL students . 
He complained of damage to his property and felt 

that he shouldn't have to tolerate It Seamus Doran, 

who was president of the SU at the time addressed 
his problems and left many people feeling that there 

,s a definite need for greater respect for each other, 

1n terms of residents and students Tolerance 1s the 
key to the whole thing. Few expect students to hve 

lives which end at 1 0pm every evening curled up in 

bed with a cup of cocoa and a good book 

Many, enioy going to the pub, having a few scoops, 

staggering home and telling all the occupants of one's 
house that 

'You . . are .lo1ke .a . . brusszzhhher .to me' .or 

's1ssshhhter'as the case may be!. But where the fun 

stops 1s gobshltes thinking that it's absolutely 

hilarious to piss on somebody's car, 1ump into a 

hedge and bawl out all four verses of 'Sean South 

from Garryowen' (or insert republican/Frank 

Smatra/Oas1s song of choice) It's no secret that 

residents 1n this area have had enough of, what the 

Gardat would technically describe as 'making a bloody 

racket'. 

By all means eniov yourself, but try to remember, 
we're not alone out here, and there's nothing to st 

your resident next door neighbours deciding to ha"e 
the biggest Bar-B-O m Christendom m the11 bac\(. 

garden on the e"e of the exams startmg .... Just to let 
you know what it's like. Sorry about the preachy tone 

of this btt..l'm actually trying to warn you before 

nasty things like the D1sc1pltne Committee come into 

play, where only last week, penalties imposed want 

up to £100 just for what was, at the ttme, 'a bit of a 

laugh' 

PiM111Y VD.IAGB tl KlutulUlY VDU GE ARE PROVING TO 

• AMONUT"llll ..... fOl'l1LASPLA.CDIORUNI 



AN FOCAL TERM ONE lVllK 1WO 

I hope that the ummer has been prosperous and the Co-ops 
eventful and that you all have plenty of money to spend. On 

behalf of the SU I would like to wish you all the best for the 

next year and I sincerely hope that it will be the best yet. 

On our behalf we are working harder than ever before to 

try to ensure that it will be a great year, both academically 

and socially. Election promises are all good and well but we 

are all well aware they need to be fulfilled. A lot of work has 

been done during the sununer and some issues have been 

resolved and many more are on their way. 

The new library will be opened for the beginning of Term 

Two and thankfully may main election item of providing 

extra study spaces has been alx-eady been fulfilled, as extra 

money was allocated at the be · · g o~ the. su,nmer awui now 
there will be no question of any part of 1t bemg clo eel off. 

However we still have some difficulties to encoun•r with 

the library, mainly that of the change-over. This is _due to 

occur during the 3 week break between te11ns. I will be ~;,;_"::,~ 

oJting to make sure that dirmpt · be 
• • • • 
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WELCOME FRO 
p E 

Welcome back 
everyone and an 

especially warm 

welcome to all those 
who haw joined us in 

the past week to become part of what is the 

most happenin' uni around. Hopefully you all 
had a sunny summer unlike us poor 

unfortunates who were based in this soggy 
city. 

Introductions 

But enough garble. Let me introduce myseH: 

my name is Elaine Kiely and I am the Deputy 

President/Welfare Officer of the Students 

Union for the year ahead. This is my second 

year in this position as I was re-elected last 

April so hopefully I will not seem a dithering 
mass of nerves to those calling into my office 
as I probably did last year. 

As Welfare Officer my role is to look after all 

those who have departed the nest and 
luxuries of home and provide a listening ear 

and advice to anyone you finds themselves 
lost, lonely or in need of information. I don't 

guarantee to have all the answers to hand but 
I wlH definitely be able to put you in touch 
with someone who will deal with your queries. 

Queries 

You may wonder What type of queries arrive 
In here to the Welfare Office. Well last year 

.,.,,....,fram.,._w . ...._.._ ... 
pragnaney apliur.s and 1efa::ils. 
accommodation pnmlems and advice ID 
personal saf8ty on and off campus. adviae on 
discipline procadures grant appicatioras. 
information on services for lesbian. gay or 
bisexuals, information for lone parants. 

information on Third level allowances. 
disability information ..... the last goes on. 
Basically if you have a problem or query 
about anything that affects you as a student 

both personally and academically feel free to 
drop into my office for a chat. 

Welfare Issues 

As well as trying to help people find solutions 

to their queries I also organise campaigns 
(usually lots of freebies involved) to 

disseminate information on topics that affact 
students during their time at univ.sity. This 
semester I plan on organising a Welfare 
Week with my co-sabbats Bobl:,f and Ivan 

and any one else who is Wllltng to give a 

helping hand. 

The campaign will focus on issues including 

drugs awareness, alcohol awareness, how to 

claim tax back, your rights as a tenant, your 
position vis a vis the law ... again the list ~ 

on. Needless to say the week will include 
lots of entertainment with comedy. hypnotis~ 
interesting gigs in town and out hara on 
campus. 

c.-----· ,__.,,., 
.... .., ........... ,._._ .... :JI~~ 

,a di Iii ill -lldld .. . 
Gilanb _. 
._.,... crc lit 

1arga1 ...... naigl .... 

outotbed•7amtragDIDllllklll:I .... 
kids to school. 
~ wll often Ind ... ,,... __ ...... 

to introduce yourself ID yaur .._, • WIil 
invite them an lar • OIIIPll'-' alllet 
potential problems can be ..... ... 
avoided. A bit of give .......... ._ 

will ensure 1h11 yau CIR...,,.._• 
house and lhat your narar, L&.19 W 

to sleap peacatuBy at ---· 
1ry to._.·--11Q11.,._raq•11 
are not alllilctlld ar 
youarahaiagallle 
invla your nlipkt.1 
rntg1,tgatlhal ... 

alwayaloffllld 
So folks,. 

if you ... 

sure-



· l•uck me, hut the _, 're big!• 

l lhought . Jn the place 

nhere the dignified front 

i?atc<.; had once <,tood 

proud, ,u i n ere non laced 

with one enorrnou, crane, 

a ~mailer crane and a 

truck carryin~ the h,o 
nondrm,., <•nliti< ·, "hich 

ne nen • told n ere •'J h<• 

Fla~polt •., '. 

1·hcrc 11ere men nith 

camera,, men "ith phones, 

men in 1,horfs and men in 

suit'i .... touri .. ts ~fopped 
their tour buo,e'i to gef a 

I what ltas ~oin~ on, 

Is e,·en paused 

'mpse at 

11 "a~ 
yline 

In his speech at the opening of the New Entrance, Minister 
for Education Micheal Martin T.D. said he understood that 
'they have been very much a talking point since being pu\ 

bcin~ moHd. 

,h the first one ,nung 

~cntl) in a horiumtal 

po.,ition held by '" o crane, 
to the •Ooohi;' and ',\aahs' 

of the assembled good 

timer, , old timers and -

let'li not heat about the 

bu h - o,er-timers. Joung 

children were seen 

currying for helter in the 

that this 
,uitcr 

a<;ked felt 

that they 

wen• 

obscene. 

There 

wa no 

in place'. That's an understatement i1 

ever there was one. But what was the 

scene like when they were being put 

there, back at the start of July? 
Words and hidden camera : \van Moran 

doubting the fact that they 

were impresshe both in the 

\\ould omebod) 

please tell me 

what that i all 
izc of the tructure and 

\ 
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l ou~hl. In lbt • plate . 

n hen- lhc dignific:d fronr 

gate., had onc1.• ,tood 

p~oud, \\c •H·re no\\ lac<:d 

n ilh ont• cnormou, cranl', 

a smaller l-ranc and 8 
lruck carr ini the t"o 
'\tondrc,u, r.-ntitit·, n h;, -h 

~~ c.• n en. • told '' en • • I h4..• 

I- la,:1,01<", •• 

T hc.•n..• 't t•rc.• mt·n "ith 

cam~ra,, men "ith phone,. 
m~n m ,hor" and ml•n in 

~Ul!"····'ouri,h '>lopped 
lhc1r tour bu-.es lo 2et a 

Joo~ at "hat "as 2oin2 on. 
c~rmu .. local , e, en pau-.ed 

• JU t to get a ,:limp. e al 

nactl) "hat the hell \\as 

going to be on their sin line 
for quite some time to· 
co~. 

The mounting or the 

pol (fhi writn i trying 

to u as few innuendoes a 

~ ible in thi article • all 

or a . udden thi seem 

DIOR ditracult than he 

thoughtH meant lo 

ht·•nl? nun c:d. 

\, l~t• lint one "'ung 
gcntl) m n hod,ontal 

po,ition held b~ h,o crane, 
to the ·Oooh-.. and • \aah,· 
•~f the as,l'mbh:d J!0od 
hmers, old timer, and _ 

let'i, not beat about the 

bu h - o,er-limer,, ,oun~ 

children "ere seen • 

curQ ing for hell er in the 

fold of their mothers 

kiri (. mearing ice-cr~m 

~uirJ" here I mi,:ht add). 

m fear or" hat could onh 

be described as one giani 

pencil tip dangled 

precariou I) in the air. 

Then the fun realh 
begin at 11am. II didn"L 

!1 " also - I " nliabl' 
informed bJ an impatient 

bJstander - munl to begin 

al 12. It didn •r. Finalh al 

I in llw afternoon. in fh; 
sunshine lhat blessed 

FridaJ 18th July. things 

started to happen. To tlw 

of the crowd the machin 

,runaed Info action ror the 

flnl part of dlr operation, 

Ille ftlllOYIII al lbt' pell'S 

l'rom the traffer. Y4 thl' 

J5m poes Wlft ftull 

tarted. one crane taking 

o,er. S111inging it like a 

gianl pendulum into 

position mer lhe tone 

base. fter that two men 

adju ted it into the final 

position - and that wa it. 

Except ro do it a,,?ain ror 
the s«0nd pole. 

, what did people 

make of the pol ? One 

particular bJstand r fell 

that lhl'J were 'yok . for 

aitching bird5hil "ilh ■• 

while most la i-drhers 

lhat thi, 

\\ riter 

a,ked fell 

that the) 

\\ere 

obscene. 
There 

"a" no 
doubting the fact thal the, 
\\ere impre,,he both in lhe 

ile or the tructu~ and 

lhe relatil e peed at "hich 

the operation \\ai. carried 

out. or cour the \\Ord 
"impre he" isn"t 

~ecc sarn, a good thing _ 

insofar a the population of 

Hiroshima probabh found 
the atomic bomb · 

'impr he" ... c·nuff id!) 

To the mind of thi 

"riter there i. a t"o-fold 

problem "ith the erection . 

Firstl~, the) look ilh. 

There i a perceptio~ that 

tudent of thi in titution 

ma_, not ha, e the highest 

regard for the po" ers that 

be. but one thing most 

"ould agrtt on i that Ed 

\\al h had ta le. Bar the 

occa ional faux pas (d the 

•. tructure' outside the 

humann Building -

"ould somebo<h 
plea c lell me • 

"hat that i all 

about) the 

general look of the college 

and especialh am ne" 
de, lopment • w~ that 

the) \\ere 'cla • 'shli h' 

'modern·. The ~Id r~nt • 

~al "eren·t modf'rn , but 

t"o out of three "eren·t 

bad. o" the plot has 

been lost . 

Goodb~e :tatel~ front 

gat~. Hello phallic 

thingumm~bob . 

Who the hell managed to 

com ince the those "ho 

ha,e control mer th 

kind of matters 10 the 

aesthetic plendour oft o 

glorifaed I legraph pol 

aeroplanes to laugh at 

1hem as di). 

ccording 10 the nia: 

P Releas • too re 

di igned b~ Dublin 

architect de Blacam and 

teaghar. ho on a 

competition en~ b, 30 
entran Pu-.onall i•d 
hate to the entri • that 

th judging panel thaupt 

"ere absolute crap!!! 

ith na hing Ugh~ on IM 

top?!? {The flashinJ ligh 

are to warn ircraft. and to 

p umabl. allo. people in 

ndl~ the, must ha 
cost a fortune.. \\ood isn ·, 

that eh ap. . or ere the 

"on.men to put th m 

there. the cnl\smn llio 

put them ••thtt or tht 
contract maDqffS. nd 

lhffl ODt rb to 1181 lht 

"hole thin& in peTs,e<ti 

II the poles do · Wd 
ft ..... 



AN 1 OCAL TERM ONE WEEK n1 10 

The Summer i. ended and once again 

\\'C gather. Son1e new faces, some old , 
ome who though t we'd be oul of l1ere 

by now. Nor much has changed. Bui 
like tho e who noticed not , the 

Nazi , ,von rheir e,,il foothoJd in inter­

w, r Eur:ope, \\1e a~e perhaps 

unwiltingl)' lured into a fa)se sense of 

ecurit) '. For a1nong t us lurk c; 11 e\,il 
force \\1hich ·fev" see and fewer 

ack.no\\rledgc a·s the threat that it i . 
The next i11quibition is upon u- . 

Com111on to every revolution is a 

pha ·e called the Te[lior. It is a time of 

para11oia and terrible acts of violence. 

A rime \\711en nobody da1-es si)eak 

against the regime for fear of being 

l)rnched. Today , hot on the heals of 

generation- of political corru ption Yle, 

lhe Iri 'h people, have cast ou, the 

opp~es or and, i.I1 true spirit ,of 

Revolution , "''ill now unwillingly elect 

a Robe pierre t,o the pos ,ition of 

P~esident. 
But as with all r-evolutions, tl1e 

Terror lo "ses sight of the true idea ls of 

the Revolution . It bec ,ome a self­

perpetua 1tmg force to achieve \Vhat.ever 

extreme the regime is fofced to 

dicrat ,e. And the theorists in this fie ld 

tell us that dictate it must to avoid 

itself becoming subject to the 

Revolution. Henc -e, in Ireland, where 

1once v.re had the noble aspiration of 

purging our political ranks of dirty 

dealing, no\\ ' we ha,1e a farce. I off er 
this Autumn's race for the Aras as an 

example. The role of the President is 

that ,of a figure head, the sole 
important function of v;rhich is an 

occasional liaison with the Supreme 

Court or dissolution of a Dail. Idea lly 

the President is a docile, JegaJ l) 1pe. 
Yet this affair has become nothin g less 

a new, secular , 

n for lhe witch 
will tolerat ,e 

sought Icon as 

e Politically 
of the regime. 

are flawed! Mary 

ere at the start 

ovides a blueprint 

who would at 
. Her ''come dance 

ow reduced to 

Alee e has 

' 'all embracing 

ce1ebrate the 

"'diffetience and diversity ,;• ~'f mcture 

and fl su11es/1 

and l'lexture and 

tapestry'' of the lri h people . 

McAlee se. a lawyer, Ytrould do better 
to adverti e her profes ional 

backgrou11d than her abilities as a 
glazing over the lri h ociel mosaic . 

Adi Roche i the fav,oured challenger. 

Indeed a wi11ner, a uming that the 

Fine Gael / Labo ur vote is not split. 

Si1e describes herself as a ''free-

, Sine 
(6,0 

figu 
ove 

Nee 

trer 
leg1 

em 

thinking ca11didate." Yet her ''Stalini 1'' 

kamikaze campai ,gn belies her true 

purpose. She has been accused of 

behaving in a fa hion after that 

dictator by 11er fo1111er colleagues in 

chari ,ty. Furt .her, like McA]eese, she. 

seems on demonstrating only those of 

her characteristics whic h are less 

com patible ,vi th the notion of her 

being anyway usefu l for the office. 

When a ked about the Preside nts ro le 

as Commander in Chief of the 

De.fence Forces, she ~tated ''I do n ' t 

think our own ar 1ny has ,an}' n uc lear 

weapo ns that we know of." Its pai nful , 

i-n't it? Bu t the i11quisi tion wi ll acce pt 

one of f:ihese ridic ulou ·s cand idat es as 

President. Why? Because the 

altema rives ,afe percei, 1ed as worse. 

l\1ary Banotti and (almost no m inee) 

Albert Rej 1nolds represent the very 

evil of career politics that the 
Revolution seeks to overthrow. 

Further, Banotti is a divotcee so the 
Catholics, at least, \\1on 't be voting for 

her. Dana, on the other hand, is almost 

a naturall) 1 occurring right-wing 

antithesis to the lefty orthodox. She 

represents the Old lreland 1 updated 

only, maybe, with Bible TV - USA on 

cable. Her tundamentalism guarantees 

she is a non-starter yet it i worrying 

that. she ha~ not been dis misse d out of 

hand . Suprisingly ~ew laughed \\1he n 
she proclaimed her elf ·•pJurali t." 

Lest I am misunderstood, four 

women nominees for the presidency i 
not a bad thing in itself. These four 
women are, quite simply, wrong. Its 
conceivable that they will set back the 

cau e of women \Vith their 
obstreperousness . The last phase of the 
Re\1olution is Ther111odore. That 
occurs when people ju st get tired of it 

all .. Regrettabl y, under whichever one 

of these w,omen, many year of the 

Terror await. 
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DEVELOPMENT UNIT 

Tues. 14th Oct (Week 3) 

Skill We.cl 22nd Oct (Week 4) 

Tues 28th Oct (Week 5) 

Thur 30th Oct (Week 5) 

2-3 pm 

2-3 pm 

2-3 pm 

2 -3p m 

MedRoom 

Med. Room 

AEG 024 
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ONLY A WOMAN : 
1997 IRISH PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

' 

ry .... •·rrn "'tt1n:.­

urc nd 

~p1e 
>t1ld do bc-rrc-r 
tmnl 
li11 -. 

Since Neortthlc thfs has NOT happened . At Catol Huyuk n A-notolio . 
(6 .000 BC or thereabouts) , archaeorog sts found a dom nan1 female 
figur ,e , part of a resurrection myth. wh eh Indicated that the 
ovamalng power at that time was female . (James MeUoort The 
Neorlthlc of the Near East (London 1975) ,po ges 98 and 132) The 

trend since then hos been male domination . relfglon supplying 
regtslotors ond Priests . and olwovs increasing the masculine 
iemphasls . (Keay FarrahlU . Sex In Hlsf,ory (Abacus), pages 40-44) . 

.~1 I n10, ic .. 
d cl1 ii ngcr. 
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not split. 
··rre .. 
:r ··sralini,r·· 
l1er rrue ll1i, i..,, real I-Ii 101·) '~ 1I1e ruff lli , 

n1atr rs. l1 ~ e111s ru if I~ 'olution 

1111d ReJ .. ti ri1 ' are .011 , .1~ing ir1 

one n-1on1 nt nnd ir1 on r~I~• e -

r, d of 
rhar 

• agu :l\ 1n 

,ffi " . 
'nr.s rol 

fon 'r 

cl iu­

nintiul. 
ll, pl 

lb RerJt1,bJic of l1 .I 11d. 1997 . 
, ,. h" . I . f I 
1 • I. •~ lS 1nppe111ng o . '-'"Or d 

.5ign.ific-anc • th re n no 111en in 

tJ1 ::-"n1bof ic feader~itip 

,cl1all 11ge. \ O\ r! l 11 '1 it 

nzazing. I :ti el n burst' of so11g 

ocning ~·\\ 'l1 re f1t1 c aii rhe old 

L 
.. .. ,.., 

ni ri gone. or1g if .1n1e pa' ~ 1r1g .. . 

1 also keep \-\'nncing 10 ~ing Tl1e 

.Four lfaJJ'S. ll is cn1l , a pil.) 1 that 

di Ro 11 is11 'r a 1 r '· l looked 

up J1er n:1111e in Ih back of r11)r 

old reliabl " Cl1an1b r~s 

Dicti ,onru) '. di r11can~ n,ob1 , ~a il 

ru11ounr~ ro n1u h the san1 · 1hi11g. 

1 "'uppo e. 

Bui ,, ,hat are " 'e to n1ake of 

rhis e ·1r-raordi.nW"}' ,,enr'? I it ,a 

circu or a u_pen:\'On1an con1e,·r? 

I 

I tran,gel)', l .an "t find anJrb d r 

\\ rl10 rhinks it p . uliar tlta ,l rh .re 

are f'\ o c n res C'a.nr~ from 

r, nh m IreJ, r1d in tl1e rn~.~ .. tli 

border b rrier , ·· perl1apn 

candid C)r of Jolin l-Ium nd 

ma) 'be it ·u I me ...• l li, 1e in 1he 

1iny village of Ro trevor .. Co. 

Dow11 , ju t around lhe co1 ,1er 
tiro111 M [) ' itcAleese . D . 

Ii\ , ing around ll1e other comer 

be1ore l1e v..re nt Ito Amenc 4 

.. fl1 · re "s a lot. of mlent 1n 

R,ostre, ,or! e"~en Bt:n Dunne 

(Dunne· Stores ) ~ ,a born thc,c . 

) ' i;: , .. I am ure tl1at l li e in 

anotl1er co11ntr) ' d~pite \J\'l1at 

c\'el")rbod.,' dO\\'ll h re eem""' to 

lJl1ink . Ro~t1evor i'"' a fe r) ' 

ffi)'Slical sort of pl ~ ce in tl1 

1oume '1ot1ntain . it h "' its O\\'Il 

Fair) ' Glen. People are tore rer 

\\'Tiring ~o,11g ... . bout it. 1nere i 

110 doubt ... )rou can beco111 prone 

It() loft , ,,i .. ions and dream'"" if 

)r,ou Ii ,e tltere. I came to 

Lin1erick to e:et a,\,a), from all 

that, ar1d lo and b hold. it i 
fo,1110\\ring n1 alrend ,. 

I-lo,, e,,er, 1· ha\re been keepin 

deliberate ear to the ground 

sin e I rri,,e.ct on ampu~ and l 

h ,, t t 11 }' u 1--, l1ean ·~~n1 

can in . :· ft he' ru 11c-..-...1 
enouglt. : .. - oplc 

pre 1detl:C). .- ~.. he 

people he.ans. .- ""and c-h"" • 

br 1n . •• .. h · cann . -

1 ion for lrel ........ ,d ... "·. 1"cll 

m mi t ·en~ but th 

ometh,ng to d th ·~•u.. 

I 

Quee :n of lieans, ,...,.._ ... t PCOl)\e 

Prino "' phenomeno\o ,0"\.11 I 

there n _ ge cult of at) 

D1 n ( Di\ .) CttlCT\!lng. ... ... "'~-.. "" 
tl1e hc\l i 01ng on"l' 

l{ tl11 \ oench m..n m 

Hi tory for ....... omen .. ( 3,-"' .. d \ think 

1t i ),. i · i ure\) im.port-a:nt. ta g; \ 

it rig\1t t the ou et and not Ul 

lip b c · into u ing worn out 

religiou - jargon ru1d c nfusin 

our head with dream .. ihlon 

and ~entimenullil)'. The , future OT 

lre\and ha ... to be p\umli t and if 

Hi ~ tor) ' i lo be made .. it ~hould 

~et the tone for to\eration on the 

~ orld' tage. That certainl 

11nean~ no hidden or blatant 

religiou ... agendas. Thi i no 

longer a cas-e of ft.a[)' Robin~n · -
· Jina hEireann .. the \na of the 

'orld need to be ddre ed here 

and l n1 one of them. 

Gue,~~ h · l"m •onng f-or1 Oh 

Dam! l forgot for m 111ent. l 

don .. t ha"'.... le... ou ~ce \ \~ 

rth rn l \ nd. 

broken do,,•n b}* the accepted 
u.-. . ident Marie-Claire DougJ 
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Prince Charle • 
I 

v ry oth r ~ u~ r m tt, 
1 < n 1h d qfh 

. ad of ft le u u ii r 
1 What I nnl c 

ab whol th1ng11, 

II lit 1c 1h 11 plm 

1 ht P1111, 'P 11-. • rod •H lilt JU 01 

1, d id 'mu ~ h 1 1 ,1 

Ihm tould ,011 , •1d 11 

nnrn d111 hl:ml t I ll II 

T'h, p I 1l l 

II ll II II ..ill 

ill l ,If ol 

1. ,, 1 1 , ' h · ,11111,, 1 a , nnd 1 1h 11 

h rt"· 111 ., In, ll ... u in th,, 1r \\tlh 

h r I n1md ,,111 on Im, "'h1k di,, J..111 

, ,n ul fh"' 1 , hod, , dm , ,.i. 

~l rd hi l1.1r 1h ,ind homhl 11, 

11 d 11, Jt .11h m 11 ~ mp 10 xprc , th, 

I,, Im 1•! m.m, f111 , .i~ a I mhlc 

\\ I\ 10 rh, hut II· r dund.1111 .ind 

1111. It .11hng IC> . in1 I 1l11s out ,1 u 

r, 11 , !ta 1 1.1h h 1 1.'1111'1) .md l,11:1ng 

lL1 d ~l nb t• 11 , lmn 1hl -; ,, ome n and 

th ... 11 ,omp 1111011 die cH r) .tay 111 

lrull 1, \L t ltkn t s ,1nd ,, e don ' 1 e, en hear 

1bm11 11 \\ hat d,ics d 1h1s ap.ir1 1 th 1 

, 1. n < n I , u~ m to ha, e I.nm, n 1h1s 

,,1,111 m. Go h, Ill' \\ fis cv..-rywher t:. We 

km:\\ c~d)l hm g abo ut ht:r whether we 

,a 1 d or 110 1. Th at!> what 's jarrin g - we 

n , r l'H~n tho ug ht she 'd go away ; al 

I a r n ol so oon Then - poof - in the 

muJdle of the night , as we wem to 

mo 1es or ~Jepl in our bed s she died . 

h hard not to fee l something, 

whaue er II may be . 

Of cou rse for news room it couldn ' t 

happen al a better time ; late Saturday 

night (EST) in rime for the Sunday 

papers late edition. Late Aug,us1, when 
the President is vacationing and most 

people are away for Labor Day - a dead 

I I 

I (II' ll 

l h1 I 

Ill 

•'l'lllh II fl 

p, lu1 ,tll th, , ,, r 11 

"ill h u111 1mplv th ,1 111 
((lf\ 

Snon he \HII b, 1.k 1d a Ion 1 

,md , 1 l will 1w1 thm k o l h r mu, h \\ 

- 1lm ~ "ho kne\\ her through her If") 1 

Jnd 1n.1ls and 11,1vels - will not mlb hu 

Il er family and friend s wi ll mi ., her 

and we' ll occa s1onally hear about them 

,md how they are doing a~ they carry 

011 ' People' magazine WIii do a ~•ory 

on soon -to-be-King Willi am as the 

sex1es1 man alive and how he's so we ll 

adju ~ted con sidenng . What you \\ ill 

not hear , though . and what we all 

secretly would love to hear , is someon e 

within their inner circle speak frankly 

about her and her life and death . 

Royalty doesn't do that, see, but 

wouldn 't that be real news. Jf just once 

it would happen, say Charles speaking 

at a memorial for her: 

People of the world I am here to 

speak of Diana. You don't really know 

me and you think you really knew her. 

You didn't. I knew Diana and I'm here 

to talk about her as only I can. When 

the Queen, suggested I seule down 
after running around for a bit and find 

myself a respectable young girl - unlike 

1 dr md Koo 'ii ,rf f)f.,11 .1 JI 111, 

1 ur \., 11 w ,1 .irr,.111,· d th I , 

I 11d 1.11 t ~nurt111p ll>.lic,c m I 

trr., n lflP' I wa~ ov r thlrly .ind ~Jc 

h dn I t.1ob1.n 20 ) tl lly god JI 1~ good 

ll bt. th lrn1r1 IOI at lt a~I 1hc no r one, 

-hO\ I cwouldanold l1ffl1~erm::get 

a bird like that ', She was all 1.1.1t-­

teachmg kinde1gartcn and we.i.rmg 

those girJ15h !ugh lOIJars that were ,o 

popu lar at the time . 

In rt.:1ro,pec1 she was probably a bad 

choice; she wasn't true aristocracy and 

she had no preparati on for what was to 

come . She is to bear some of the blame 

herself though ; what youn g girl gets to 

realize their dream s of bemg an actual 

Princess? So what I was older - but 

golly , living in a palace and the 

prospect of being the mother of a future 

king - that opportunity doesn ' t come 

around too often . She loved it all. 

From the very beginning our 

marriage was a farce . I was never in 

love with her. As you all now better get 

used to, my heart was always with 

Camilla - rottwi:iler, as Diana used to 

call hen It' s not because of her tha1 

Diana 's and I split apart; we simply 

No More Warnings 
The last 12 months has seen major 

developments in the area of Community 

Relations between the SU, the University 

and residents. The incident report line has 

been set up, student liaison officers have 

been appointed and the line of 

communication have been firmly 

committee has heard numerous cases 

relating to last years Rag Week. Cases are 

also going through the courts, and why,_ I 
hear you ask??? We11, the answer ~s 

simple - residents are entitled to keep the1r 
property intact and they too deserve a 

nights sleep. 
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I ee 
I n,r. f<'.>rty~six yor .11·s <Jlcl flnti I f-llll going t>f•<~k to ~1cJ-1(Jol. Well, OK( t;o tt1<1 

Ur1ryol1Sity ()f LiITl<:?tick ls tJO'f ~ cr1o<>I, f>llt fl1 n1y ag<l it Stire feels lik,~ f·t, 
Basic 1lfy rnt)S't of rny ''j,Jl<J•cl< ... vivro'' }:1a bec11 stru1cll<i>d li,ke olci 
kr1ick.c1r olostJc;, Bt1t, l th,)t1gl11 I tlrJcl b< tter f>t1t tt10 orftvos1 foco <Jt, il r1r1ti 

1ake wt10rrjvt~r or)pl>rt·1111i'tY 1t1Qy offor tit1ring t~t1e Orierllo1tio,1 Waijk. 
Maybe I <Jot1f <J (3V(::n J)r<)VO t(J aorne of tl'le y<)tJnger folk tl1at tt1erc's a 

t>rt of- life ir1 a11 ol(I clog. 
I did my f101Yll}Work a11cf 1;1viclly r<itld 'Tl10 Studer1ts Orienta1ion 

Hat)db<JOk 1997', ar1d 11ola(i tf10 fo·tJrtt1 item lis'to(f i11 hQ talllo <>J 

GOf11'e11ts: Or•ier1tation Woek .. Sport . arid Rc1c!roa'lic>r1. Wallr this is it, I 
thot1gf1t, if l'n1 goir1g to be t·,ere for a couple of y·eors tt1is was my 
cl1at100 to tig~1tat1 ·hat' wo .rn .. otJt knickers feo·Jir1g. A 'r1aw' c)ldio oouJd 
f}meroe frorn Lirnerick ecftJcated fJnrJ toneci UJ) for t,10 new Millen,1il1r11. 

At1tf what f <•,cilitl0s? I I was spoil<·J(i for ch()iCtJ •• ,Sqt1asl1 cot1rts, 

Divit1g pit, Gym,1asiurn, Astrc,tlJJ'f, C1in,bing W~tl ancJ tJ10 Gr( ot 
OtJ1doors al Kill.aloe, co. Cl,ttra. I wo11ciero{i wtltJt Cl,mbf,,o w,itls ry1rgl1t 
be nr1d ~)or1d0r0d alJo .ut tt1is ... i:1ftc-)r ijl I I J1,ad b0Ar1 f)tJllit1fJ n1Y h,t11r Olft 

orlci cli t11bi r1g the wi1Jls f<Jr y<.:ars; I n1igt1't jusr be a 11attJrol ~t !t11s I , 
I didn't Consider the w. tar P.olo. Polo 111aans pounds (t::££). And I 

hadn'1· t. r,1ough of thon1. nlrendy strossad out, I worriod about how I 
. - · - . • l A t-~ ....... ,~ n,,Jcnt ( rln mv wash in{l arl(,1 k,00p up 1ny a)coho .r l@Y<JIS. 

, • • ·' .1,1 1 .... 
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TI1e la~, J 2 n1on1h!ii ha seen major 

devcJ~pr11e11l i11 1l1e area of -om1nunily 

Rclnt1 ,~ be1ween lhc U, the Un1ver ity 

and re. 1de111s .. r-fJ1e incidcn1 report line l1a'°' 

been ei up. student liai on officers have 

committee ha; h ard numo-.- u 
relating to I.a 1 year Ra 

been appoin1cd and the line of 

communicarion have been firmly 

developed. Many achievements have been 

1nade and tI1a11kfuJiy ome re ide11t have 

?~en ~ble l'o rest easy at night. However, 

it disappointing Lo report that vast 

problem stiJJ exist. Noi e levels are still 

too high, vandalism is still prominent and 

we have found ourselves coming under 

growing media attention being featured on 

Marion Finnucanes Liveline show the , 
Limerick Post and Limerick Leader, ju t 
to name a few. 

As the Student Union President, I feel 

that it's my duty to warn you and advise 

you about the year ahead. The residents, 

the Gardai and the University are taking 

0 MORE. No longer will vandalism, 

late night nois.e, playing hurling or 

football at 3 in. the morning be accepted. 

The wa111i.ngs are over! 

al o g<Ji ng th1 ough th ea n nd h'Y" l 

hear you a k '?1 Well., the an w r \ 

imple - re iden re ent1tl d to keel) th 1r · 

property intact and they too de rve a 
night~ ~leep .. 

We., as tudent 't w1l\ have a good time 

and we are entilled to it, but we have no 

right what oever to take over and make 

eh-.... \() •-"­

m tQ~ 1,am Li 
1',nd whM. ~ 

0 1ng -p1'. Gv 
Outdonr 

life hell for re idents .. A l aid earlier~ the 

Gardai are taking no more and the~ ha e 

info111~1ed me that there will be a huge 

security pTesence in the area this )ear. l 

appeal to you to re pect peo-p\es rights 

because at the end of the day i\"s 

your elves that will uffer. no one wants 

or deserve to have a crinlinal Tecord {or 

breaching the Public Order A.et.. or f\nd 

themselves in front of the Di cip\ine 

Comn1ittee for having too much to drink 

and doing something stupid. 

'be and pan-a 
and c.\ ,mt> nQ 

\ d dn"t t:ot" 

hadn"t enou~ 
wou\d \eed 
Mv Po\o -we 

Then\ re 
a 'Tae~or 
\t\~. \ w ; 

and hu\a-
O'ler, an< 
\adedne 4 

wou\d t 
up und 

\ d\~ 
Room 
shou\ 

Pitch 
wou 1 

and 
o1 \ 

\ 
\(..a 

Enjoy your year by all means, but don~t 

do it at someone else' expen e. 

Bobby O'Connor 

Over the last few week the discipline 
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t n, forty • y rs old nd I m going back to school . Well, OK , o the 
Uni r 1ty of Lim rick I not school, but t my ge it sure feels Ilk ,t. 
B" ..... tc lly nio s t of my " joi -de~v,vret ' l1as been stretched like old 
kni ck r l.n,,~t1c. But , I tl1ought I h d better put the bravest face on it and 
t k wh t ver opJJortunity they offer during t:he Orientation Week . 
M yb o I could even flrovo to some of the younger folk that there's a 
bit of l1f in n old dog. 

JS I dtd n,y homework and vidly read 'Tt,e Students Orientation 
. H ndi:>ook 1997 ', a, d not d tl1 fourtt1 item listed in the table of 
llr cor1tents: Or1er,t tlon Weok - Sport nd Recreation. Well, this is itr I 

thotJgt1t , if l' n, going to be l1ore for a couple of years this was my 
et, nee to tight ,, that worn ~out knickers feeling . A 'new' o\die cou\d 
em erg ... frorTI Lir11erick educated and toned up for the new Millennium. 

Ar1d wh t facilities? I I was spoiled for choice ... S ,quash courts, 

110 

Diving p 11t, Gymnasium, Astroturf, Climbing Wall and the Great 
Outdoors at Killafoe, co . Clare . I wondered what Climbing walls might 
be and por1dered about this - after all 1 had been pulling my hair out 
arid clin1bing the walls for years, I might just be a natural at this\ 

uge 
: 1 

ht 

tt' 

□ t 

t 

I didn't consider the Water Polo. Polo means pounds {£££). And \ 
hadn't enough of them. already stressed out, I worried about how \ 
woufd feed n1yself, do my washing and keep up my alcohol \evels. 
My Polo would come in a green pack and have a hole in the midd\e. 

Then f read, with astonishment, that on Wednesday, there wou\d be 
a Taekwondo Display - this sounded like something tremu\ous and 
tricky. I was having visions of bare-breasted women with red "feathers 
and hufa--hula skirts. Back in 1979, I had decided my nubile days were 
over, a,nd no amount of jiggling jungle beat was going to turn 1979 
jadedness into 1997 jauntiness. I was getting the distinct feeling that\ 
would have to tie a knot in the knickers, I just cou\dn't see them stay 

up under the strain of Taekwondo, whatever it was. 
I dismissed the Squash Courts, the Diving Pit an ,d the Weights 

Room out of hand.. Well I was red-faced enough with the drink., why 
should f push health to heal h problem proportions? The Plaving 
Pitches and the Astroturf were out too, all the physical contact stuff 
would pull hell out of what little stretch I had left. It is a private thing, 
and I intend to keep it private. I plea the 5th amendment - the statute 

of limitations. 
Let's see, what's left? There's the Windsurfing, the Sailing, the 

Kayaking, the Rowing and the Outdoor Activity Centre. No. They're 
not reaffy me. I'm windswept and interesting enough. Whv ca\l on the 
Shannon or the Atlantic to drown t.he point? Besides there ,s such a 

thing as stretching a thing too far. 
Is there anything left? Oh look!, a Dance Studio. ''Here's looking at 

you, Kid I'' 
Marie-Claire Douglas 
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,.I lie <>It 1, J,tl lJI. t1111 \,ly ,.ltJll LJpht 1i1 111 () 

' 1)()11() · rl1u h ~ A,1 irt( J)t;l)Si C Iii ,t1ts l•J1ll 11l (i1i11111, ~11t 

() 
1
e1 a few ()i111, l'IIJoyin, tht: hl ,1 of h 1sh ( «Jill ·dy 

,111<1 ll(llJcf ully I 11gli~11 (~(lll1t:dy. C1c,111cdy i~ f t,1cvc, 

i11c1 C[t~i ng i 11 ll<)pl1 I ant , ,tic I k 1111\, s w 11 ·t: <I t (1 l1,1vc 

t_} f ' I I a Up f 1 ~ 111 { J 1 1 \ l' l i J ) (1 g t: 11 U I \\ tl i I I l f < l 111 cl k e I I 1 i ~ 

: 1 c g u 1, t r 1 tJ c s d a) N i , I 1, l I I i 11 l 'y ~ <, 1 n, 1 kc , t11 c y < l 11 • t: t 

:1l<l11g It> f11c {1pc11i11, 11i •111 tl1i~ '"I ues(la . I 11Jf li11 • 1111 

tl ~t,tils Ct111 l1e lou11,I ,lt 111<.. t1ckc1 dL·~ tl1i~ \\'CCk, l3ti1 

<JVl'I t l1c 11c I f c, , 111< >11111 s l1c It :11 c ~<ll 11c c)f 1 l1c r1a1l t<.'' s 

a11cl face~ 'Oll (; a11 • 1>e<.: 1 lo sec ! ! ! ! 
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In tl1e first of "'hat we J1ope \1/ilJ be a regu]ru· series, we are pleased to bring )fOU thi 

a ca1Jtio11 co1nJJetition. Wl1at do you do??? .. wh)' it's quite simple. Pictured abo, 1e are 

a fe\1+.' JJeople wl1on1 you 111ay recogni e. 
lt' possibJe to gue~ wJ1at t}1ey'1·e doing but wl1at are the)' ay·ng??? Drop your 

e11trie i11to tt1e SU office befo1·e J1ursda)' 10 October, \\1itl1 your nan1e a11d ID 

nun1ber, in order to be in with a chance to wi11 a nice big prize (to be decided yet~~-) 

Printed in Ireland b)' Sc1pnnt Ltd., han 
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