
5TH YEAR SUBJECT 
CHOICE, T Y, LCA AND 

PATHWAY’S



5TH YEAR 
SUBJECT 
CHOICE-

T R A D I T I O N A L  L E AV I N G  
C E RT I F I CAT E

Most student's study 7 
subjects for leaving cert

LCVP can be taken as an 
optional 8th subject

The top 6 subjects are 
counted for points



LEAVING 
CERTIFICATE 

POINTS

• All subject carry equal points – except for Honours Maths which has 
a bonus 25 points if you get over 40%

• Maximum leaving cert points are 625

• Honours level subjects = 100 points each

• Ordinary level subjects = 56 points each



WHAT WILL I 
STUDY?

3 CORE SUBJECTS
English

Irish (unless exempt)

Maths

+
Modern Foreign Language (Generally)

+

3 OPTIONS out of 22 subjects

These options come from Science, Practical Subjects, 
Arts and Creative subjects, Business Studies and Social 
Science subjects



SCIENCE SUBJECT 
OPTIONS

1. Biology

2. Physics

3. Chemistry

4. Physchem

5. Agricultural Science

6. Computer Science

7. Applied Maths



PRACTICAL 
SUBJECT OPTIONS

1. Construction Studies

2. Design Communication 
Graphics

3. Engineering



ARTISTIC AND CREATIVE SUBJECT OPTIONS

Art Music



SOCIAL SUBJECT OPTIONS

1. History

2. Geography

3. Politics and Society

4. Home Economics

5. Physical Education

6. Religious Education



BUSINESS STUDIES OPTIONS

BUSINESS 
STUDIES

ACCOUNTING ECONOMICS LCVP



THINK ABOUT YOUR TOP 5

• After Maths, English & Irish

• Choose your top five subjects in order of preference

• Most will choose a MFL and 4 option subjects

• We will endeavour to grant your top 4 options

• You know the subjects you are best at, discuss with 
your teachers what they are like in senior cycle 

• Attend the subject symposium in school to learn 
more about each subject from our 5th years



MFL
FRENCH, ITALIAN, SPANISH & GERMAN

5 5 %  W R I T T E N  E X A M ,  2 5 %  O R A L ,  2 0 %  AU R A L

• A modern Language is essential for some courses in NUI Universities 
(Galway, Cork, Dublin, Maynooth, RCSI) mainly - Arts, Human Sciences, 
Social Science, Medicine and Health Sciences and some other degrees.

• Required for Cadets in Army, Navy and Air Corps

• MFL is not required to study most courses in a Technical University



AT LEAS T ONE LAB SCI ENCE SUBJ ECT I S  REQUI RED 
FOR T HESE  CA REERS

( A G R I C U LT U R A L  S C I E N C E ,  B I O L O G Y,  C H E M I S T R Y,  P H Y S I C S ,  P H Y S C H E M )

Science Technology Nursing Home Economics

Radiography Physiotherapy Occupational Therapy Speech and Language 

Therapy

Nutrition Podiatry Engineering Agriculture

Computers and IT Environmental Science Medical Science Architecture

PE Teaching Design and Manufacture

*Veterinary *Medicine *Dentistry *Pharmacy

* Usually, 2 lab science subjects are preferred



L CVP  -  60% PORTFOLIO 40% EXAM
• Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme

• Specific subject requirement gone

• 1 class per week – includes work experience in  5th year

Portfolio – CV, Action Plan, Career Investigation, summary Report plus 2 options -

Submitted March of 6th year

Written Examination May - Practice required more so than study

Not accepted as a 6th subject for entry requirements for NUI colleges but points can be counted 

Distinction – 66 points H4

Merit – 46 points H6

Pass – 28 points O4

Over 80% of students use LCVP as 
one of their best six subjects for 
points.



• There is no easy subject at Leaving Cert level - 
but if you enjoy a subject then it is easier to 
put time and effort into that subject

• Keep your options by taking English, Irish, 
Maths, Language, Science and your 2 most 
favorite subjects

• Think about the level you will study at further 
down the road



TO HELP YOU DECIDE

• Do your own bit of research on your preferred 
subjects – Careers portal is very good

• Talk to teachers 

• Think about projects and deadlines – managing 
workload

• Don’t choose something because a friend is – make 
your own choices

• Chat to your family, older siblings who have been 
through senior cycle

• Submit subject choices on Tyro



USEFUL 
RESOURCES

• www.colaistebhailechlair.com

• www.careersportal.ie

• www.cao.ie

• www.qualifax.ie

http://www.colaistebhailechlair.com/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/


Careers Portal





PATHWAY –  1

TRADITIONAL 
LEAVING CERT

Junior Certificate (Level 3)

Transition Year – Optional

Traditional Leaving Certificate 
(Level 5) – 2-year programme, 
7 subjects, max 625 points

Progress into – PLC (5), 
Apprenticeship (6), Third Level 
(6,7,8) or the World of Work



PATHWAY –  2

LEAVING 
CERT 

APPLIED

Junior Certificate (Level 3)

Transition Year – Optional

Leaving Certificate Applied  (Level 4) – 
2-year prgramme, Continuous 
Assessment with exams, focus on work 
experience (1 day each week)

Progress into – PLC (5), Apprenticeship 
(6), World of Work 

or After a one-year PLC – Third level 
(6,7,8)



PATHWAY –  3

PROGRESSING 
TO A PLC OR 

APPRENTICESHIP

Junior Certificate (Level 3)

Transition Year – Optional

Progress into a PLC (Level 
5) or Apprenticeship (Level 
6) –  once 17 years of age

Progress into Third Level 
(6,7,8)  or the World of 
Work



LEVEL 5 PLC COURSES



W W W. N O T. I E



BUSINESS



SUSTAINABLE 
ENGINEERING 

TECHNOLOGIES



INDUSTRIAL 
LABORATORY 

SCIENCE



NURSING



76 Apprenticeships
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