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About

Founded in 1866, Pacific School of Religion (PSR) is 
a leading progressive Christian seminary, graduate 
school, and center for leadership development 
and social impact. PSR transforms individuals and 
communities through a flexible, stackable curriculum 
and a collaborative, lifelong learning ecosystem 
powered by diversity. In addition to PSR’s doctoral, 
masters, and certificate programs, PSR offers practical 
leadership courses and cohort experiences through 
its offerings on PSR Collective, an online community 
learning platform on Kwaray.org, from PSR’s Ignite 
Institute and our Theological Education for Leadership 
(TEL) program. PSR is also home to the Center for 
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LGBTQ+ & Gender Studies in Religion (CLGS), the first 
seminary-based LGBTQ+ Center and the Badè Museum 
of Biblical Archaelogy. Additionally, In 2024, PSR 
launched Kwaray, a digital learning and engagement 
platform designed to connect theological education 
with broader communities through accessible, 
technology-driven tools. To learn more about all the 
ways PSR is reimagining a world where all can thrive, 
visit PSR.edu and Kwaray.org.

Unafraid Since 1866
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About

Our Legacy

1866

2000

1895

2001

1942

2015

1950

2016

1959

2017

1966

2020

1969

2021

2024

1972

1997

Enfranchised Chinese Immigrants Ahead of 
the Exclusion Act

Marched for Farmworkers’ Rights

Founded the Center for LGBTQ+ &  
Gender Studies in Religion (CLGS)

Founded the Institute for Leadership 
Development & Study of Pacific & Asian 
North American Religion (PANA)

Protested the Militarization of the Police 

Included Anti-Racism and Queer Theory into 
Every Aspect of our Curriculum 

Protested in Support of Black Lives Matter 

Protested the War in Vietnam

Alumnx Bill Johnson Becomes First 
Openly Gay Man Ordained in a Mainline 
Denomination (UCC)

Protested Nuclear Proliferation at the United 
Nations

Renewed our Commitment to an Emerging 
Generation of Students of Color 

Launch of Kwaray

Stood with Standing Rock

Opposed Japanese Internment During WWII

Combined Civil Rights Activism & Scholarship

Georgia Harkness becomes First Female Full 
Professor of Theology at a U.S. Protestant 
Seminary

Enrolled Women During the Heart of Suffrage
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Commencement Coordinators

Gratitude

Today’s commencement coordinators are Rev. 
Ann Jefferson, Director of Community Life and 
Spiritual Care; Rev. Angela Brown, JD, MDiv ’14, 
Associate for Student Formation and UMC Student 
Coordinator; Janett Cabanero, Associate Dean 
of Academic Affairs; Janneth Puga, Registrar; 
Laura Rhine, Sr. Administrative Coordinator for 
Academic Affairs; Rev. Tanisha Walton, MDiv, 
Manager of Program & Growth for Theological 
Education for Leadership (TEL) & Congregational 
Renewal Cohort (CRC); Jacob Perez, MBA, MTS 
’21, Senior Director of Marketing, Growth, and 
Communications and Breana Trejo-Quibelan, 

We extend our deepest gratitude to our 
Commencement speaker, Dr. Susan Abraham, for 
her inspiring words and for her ongoing presence 
and leadership as Vice-President of Academic 
Affairs and Dean of Faculty.  We are also thankful 
for the invaluable contributions of our special 
musical guests: Pastor Tevita Koroi and the First 
UMC San Rafael Choir and Mr. Ernest H. Harrison, 
Artistic Director of the Gay Men’s Chorus of 
Los Angeles who is today’s Guest Conductor 
of the PSR Commencement Ensemble; Patrick 
Sturgis, PSR Chapel Music Director and all who 
volunteered to sing in today’s Ensemble; Breana 
Trejo-Quibelan, Communications Manager, who 
produced this year’s program; Matthew Robinson, 
IT and Media Support Specialist for coordinating 
today’s audiovisual, sound, Zoom support in 
the hybrid production and live streaming of our 
2026 Commencement ceremony; Joseph Junsay, 
Facilities and Operations Manager along with Alex 
Roman and Marco Gonzalez, PSR Mechanical and 
Facilities Technicians, and Office of Community 
Life Student Worker, Persephone Paisley and 
members of the Community Life Council for 
their coordination of student volunteers.  Unless 

otherwise noted, all worship participants are 
candidates for certificates and degrees today.  
The PSR banner is carried by Atunasia Keve. Also, 
thank you to Bob Stender of Tibado Photography 
for taking photos of our ceremony today.

Finally, we extend our appreciation and gratitude 
both to Laura Rhine, Sr. Administrative Coordinator 
for Academic Affairs for coordination of staff 
volunteers, procurement of floral arrangements 
and catering; and to the Office of the President 
for the President’s Reception.

Communications Manager; Joseph Junsay, 
Facilities and Operations Manager and Matthew 
Robinson, IT and Media Support Specialist.

The Faculty Marshal is Dr. Ish Ruiz, Assistant 
Professor of Latinx and Queer Decolonial 
Theology, and Director, CLGS Catholic 
Roundtable.
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2026 Commencement Speaker

Dr. Susan Abraham is the author of Identity, 
Ethics, and Nonviolence in Postcolonial Theory: 
A Rahnerian Theological Assessment (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007), co-editor of Shoulder to 
Shoulder: Frontiers in Catholic Feminist Theology 
(Fortress, 2009), Blessed are Those Who Mourn: 
Depression, Anxiety, and Pain on the Path of an 
Incarnational Spirituality (Marymount Press, 2020) 
and numerous essays and articles in anthologies 
of contemporary theology and peer-reviewed 
journals. She is also the President of the Board 
of Editors of Concilium: An International Journal 
of Theology. In 2023 she was elected to the 
presidential line of the Catholic Theological 
Society of America (CTSA) and was installed as 
the current president of the CTSA for the year of 
2025-2026.

Dr. Abraham brings wide experience and 
knowledge of higher education and institutional 
practices through her past affiliations with 
St. Bonaventure University, Harvard Divinity 
School, and Loyola Marymount University. Her 
publications, courses, and presentations weave 
practical theological insights from her experience 
of working as a youth minister in Mumbai, India, 
with theoretical perspectives from postcolonial 
theory, cultural studies, political theory and 
feminist theory.
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Susan Abraham, ThD

Past Commencement Speakers

Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dean of Faculty and Professor of Theology and Postcolonial Cultures

Rev. Dr. Mahsea Evans, MDiv ‘13, MTS ‘15  
Lead Pastor of First United Methodist

Rev. Marvin K. White  
Minister of Celebration at Glide Memorial 
Church

Patrick B. Reyes PhD  
Dean of Auburn Seminary | PSR Trustee

Rev. John H. Vaughn, MDiv ‘85, DMin 
Executive Pastor of Ebenezer Baptist 
Church

2023

2022

2025

2024
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Student Awards
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Freda Smith Feminist Preaching Award

Michael M. Mendiola Prize in Ethics

Paul Wesley Yinger Preaching Awards

Marcella Althaus-Reid Award in Queering Religion and Theology

Honoring Rev. Elder Freda Smith, the first woman ordained in Metropolitan Community Churches 
known for her groundbreaking feminist preaching, this prize is awarded for a prophetic, innovative, and 
transformational feminist sermon. Feminist means advocating for women’s full humanity and well-being 
(including transgender women). This year’s award recipient is Shannon Marckx.

The Michael M. Mendiola Prize in Ethics is awarded to the graduating student who has submitted an 
outstanding essay or thesis on the questions of theodicy and human suffering or other vital topics in 
contemporary ethics. The award is named for a much-beloved former PSR ethics professor who served 
on the faculty from 1992 to 2009. Dr. Mendiola helped to birth the Center for LGBTQ and Gender 
Studies in Religion and made significant contributions to the study of biomedical issues. This award 
was established at the time of his untimely death by faculty colleagues and friends in honor of his many 
contributions to the life of this institution.  This year’s award recipient is Garrett House.

The Paul Wesley Yinger Preaching Award is presented each spring to the graduating students judged 
to be the most outstanding preachers with demonstrated dramatic skills. The recipients are selected 
each year by a committee chaired by the professor of homiletics, other faculty who teach courses in 
homiletics at PSR, and the dean of the faculty. Dr. Yinger’s family and friends established the endowed 
award, a noted United Church of Christ preacher who served as a trustee of Pacific School of Religion 
from 1962 to 1985. This year’s recipients are Natalie Janine Gates and Manuel Teofilo Mansueto Falcon 
Padua.

To honor the pioneering theological vision of Marcella Althaus-Reid, Pacific School of Religion’s Center 
for LGBTQ and Gender Studies in Religion presents an award in her honor for the best student essay on 
“queer-ing religion and theology.” Marcella Althaus-Reid was born in Rosario, Argentina, and received 
her first degree through a center in Buenos Aires to study liberation theology in Latin America. With 
a Ph.D. from the University of St. Andrews, she became a professor of contextual theology at the 
University of Edinburgh. She also trained for the ministry of the Methodist Church of Argentina. Her 
first book, Indecent Theology (2000), quickly raised her profile throughout the theological world. With 
the publication of Queer God, she was at the forefront of a brand new and controversial field in the 
academic study of theology. She passed away on February 22, 2009. This year’s award recipient is 
Barbara Rene Craft.
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Student Awards
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Koinonia Awards

In making this annual award the Office of Community Life seeks to honor graduating students who have 
strengthened PSR through outstanding contributions of spirit, insight, and intellect during their time at 
the school; made a significant contribution to and greatly enriched the spiritual, social, and community 
life of PSR through their presence and efforts; served the school through active participation in campus 
life, institutional committees, and/or by helping to create new possibilities for community involvement; 
and demonstrated academic excellence, thereby contributing to and enhancing the scholarly reputation 
of PSR. Koinonia Award recipients are nominated by their peers as well as by PSR staff and faculty. 
This year’s recipients are Carlos Altamirano, Barbara Rene Craft, and Manuel Teofilo Mansueto Falcon 
Padua.
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Candidates for Degrees

Certificate of Sexuality 
and Religion

Master of Arts in 
Social Transformation

Master of Theological 
Studies

Certificate of Theological 
Education for Leadership

Certificate of Spirituality 
and Social Change
Carlos Altamirano
Barbara Rene Craft
Natalie Janine Gates
Garrett House
Atunasia Keve
Jessica P. Kriegel
Shannon Marckx
Cole E. McKnight
Holly M. Merz
Isa’ako Moeone
LéJon April Payne
Katharine L. Steinberg

Berkeley Buddhist Temple 
CJ Sokugan Dunford
Victor A. Ogundipe Jr.

City of Refuge UCC 
Shiree Dyson 
Michael O. Jones 
Drananda Summons

Epworth UMC 
Clark Kellogg 
Judy Kriege 
Katherine Whitney

Florence UMC 
Deborah Anderson 
Amanda Weaver

Love Center Ministries 
Edward Leonard Bailey II
MaryCatherine Cross 

Reginald Louis Nichols
Manuel Teofilo Mansueto Falcon Padua
Scott Rosemond
Amy LeiLani Tobey

Michael Robert Goos
Linda Kaauwai-Iwamoto
Lisa Grace Price
Danny Timothy Samiu

Carlos Altamirano
Barbara Rene Craft
Natalie Janine Gates
Garrett House
Atunasia Keve
Jessica P. Kriegel
Shannon Marckx
Cole E. McKnight
Holly M. Merz
Isa’ako Moeone
Reginald Louis Nichols
Manuel Teofilo Mansueto Falcon Padua
LéJon April Payne
Katharine L. Steinberg
Amy LeiLani Tobey
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Candidates for Degrees

Master of Divinity

Doctor of Ministry

Carlos Altamirano
Natalie Janine Gates
Garrett House
Atunasia Keve

Shannon Marckx
Cole E. McKnight
Holly M. Merz
Manuel Teofilo Mansueto Falcon Padua

LéJon April Payne
Katharine L. Steinberg
Amy LeiLani Tobey
Janice Marie Beard Wilcher

Julia Christensen St. Pierre
“The Spiritual Teacher”

Michelle Winter
“Ties That Bind — Caring for Souls in Crisis Through Theopoetics”

Kendal Nathan Brown
“Black Creatives & Contemplatives: An Autoethnographic Study in Personal Transformation”

Adam Harold Hange
“Finding Our Voice: Faithful Steps Beyond Charity Into Solidarity”

Tupou Veikoso Taufatofua
“Tongan by Culture, God by Identity, Bridging Generations through Faith”

Talia Ruth Raymond
“Shaping Sanctuary: Trauma-Informed Practices for Faith Communities”

Sharon Stalkfleet
“Seeing Through the Eyes of Children”

Joseph Santos-Lyons
“Rooted Resistance: The Spiritual Life of Filipino Organizers”

Dexter Richardson
“Saturday in the Park: Recapturing Adventist Progressive Theological Beginning”

Alexandra Natalie Gilmour
“Contagious Hope”

Ronald D. Sorensen
“A Toolkit for Faith Communities Addressing Social Needs”

E Hickok
“Where the Sacred Lives: Lived Religion in Wellness and Sport”

Sok Jin Kim
“Righteousness in the Bible”

Gregory Kim
“The Role of the Spiritually-Powered Entrepreneur in Church and Society”

Matthew B. White
“The Roots Remain: How We Regenerate Movements and Each Other”

Matthew Zemon
“ORDINARY MYSTICS: How Psychedelic Experiences Are Awakening a New Generation of Spiritual Seekers”
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Liturgy

Metanoia: Awakened, Called, & Transformed

Metanoia
Prelude

Opening Centering

Processional 

Patrick Sturgis, arr

Rev. CJ Sokugan Dunford, DMin ‘25

“The Fire of Commitment”
Mary Katherine Morn and Jason Shelton, Words

Jason Shelton, Music

All songs reprinted under CCLI License #11472042

REFRAIN

REFRAIN

REFRAIN

From the light of days remembered
burns a beacon bright and clear
Guiding hands and hearts and spirits
into faith set free from fear.

When the fire of commitment sets our mind and soul ablaze
When our hunger and our passion meet to call us on our way
When we live with deep assurance of the flame that burns within
Then our promise finds fulfillment and our future can begin.

From the stories of our living
Rings a song both brave and free
Calling pilgrims still to witness
To the life of liberty.

From the dreams of youthful vision
Comes a new, prophetic voice
Which demands a deeper justice
Built by our courageous choice.
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Liturgy

Gathering Words

One:

One:

One:

One:

One:

One:

ALL:

ALL:

ALL:

ALL:

ALL:

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting.

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 
rest on each of them.

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

God, the Holy Spirit and Holy Wisdom, like a mother, you have brought us 
forth and in your infinite power, you have continued to sustain us through 
the struggles and challenges of our journey here, and …

And we give you thanks for our seminary journey companions who have 
become our friends and our teachers along the way, and for our faculty who 
have awakened us to new insights and pathways of spiritual becoming …

Glorious Spirit of the living God, descend on us on this day of Pentecost and 
Commencement celebration – descend on us and fill us with your power and 
joy.

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME!

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME! 

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME! 

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME!

WE GIVE YOU THANKS, HOLY SPIRIT DIVINE!

ALL:

ALL:

One:

THANK YOU, HOLY SPIRIT, OUR COMFORTER!

FILL US WITH YOUR FIRE, HOLY SPIRIT!

One:

ALL:

For the blessings of family and friends who have been the wind beneath 
our wings, we recognize the Spirit’s presence in your support …

THANK YOU, HOLY SPIRIT, THANK YOU!

Spirit of truth and power, you have called us and we are not afraid of being 
misunderstood in our actions to confront injustice and exploitation of the 
poor and dispossessed and excluded …

Garrett House, Shiree Dyson, 
Amy LeiLani Tobey, and Holly M. Merz 
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Liturgy

Gathering Hymn

ALL:

ALL:

One:

One:

POUR FORTH THE WIND OF YOUR COURAGE UPON US!

COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME – COME, HOLY SPIRIT, COME – COME, HOLY 
SPIRIT, COME! 

We are not afraid of being misunderstood in our boldness to proclaim 
righteousness and justice and the creation of a world where all can thrive …

Now continue to transform us as we lift our voices in worship and prepare to 
go into a world in desperate need of your healing – 

Liturgy adapted from Acts 2:1 – 4 and Pentecost #2 & #3 from Liturgies from Below: Praying with 
People at the Ends of the World, Cláudio Carvalhaes

“On Pentecost They Gathered”
Jane Parker Huber, Words

Meningen, Mendelssohn, & Harrison, Music
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Liturgy

Welcome Greetings

Awakened & Called
Reading & Testimony

Selection

Rev. David Vásquez-Levy, DMin
President, Pacific School of Religion

Uriah Y. Kim, PhD 
President, Graduate Theological Union

Prayer of Hildegard of Bingen                     
Carlos Altamirano

“Send the Light”                     
First United Methodist Church Choir, San Rafael
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Liturgy

Introduction of Speaker

Selection

Message

Prayer for the Graduates

Acknowledgment of Student Awards

Presentation of Class Gift

Transformed

Student Testimonies

Reading

Scripture Reading

Sisters and brothers [and siblings], I beg you through the mercy of God to offer 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God – this is your spiritual 

act of worship.

Don’t conform yourselves to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

minds, so that you can judge what God’s will is – what is good, pleasing, and 

perfect.

Romans 12: 1 – 2 Inclusive Language Bible

Katharine L. Steinberg

“Make Them Hear You” 
PSR Commencement Ensemble

 Ernest H. Harrison, Guest Director
 Matthew B. White, soloist

Susan Abraham, ThD
Vice President of Academic Affairs and 

Dean of Faculty, Pacific School of Religion

Linda Kaauwai-Iwamoto & Barbara Rene Craft

Susan Abraham, ThD
Vice President of Academic Affairs and 

Dean of Faculty, Pacific School of Religion

Shannon Marckx & Reginald L. Nichols

Shannon Marckx & Manuel Teofilo Mansueto Falcon Padua

Affirmation by Assata Shakur

Adam Harold Hange, Sok Jin Kim, Isa’ako Moeone, 
Julia Christensen St. Pierre, and Tupou Veikoso Taufatofua                                                        
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Please join us immediately following 

the ceremony for our President’s 

Reception in D’Autremont Hall 

directly across the Quad area.
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Liturgy

Benediction 

Closing of the Academic Year 

PSR Alumnx Council Greeting 

Valedictory Charge

Presentation of Candidates 
and Conferring of Degrees

Recessional 

Susan Abraham, ThD
Vice President of Academic Affairs and 

Dean of Faculty, Pacific School of Religion

Danielle Hawthorne 
Board of Trustees Secretary, 

Pacific School of Religion

Jacob Perez, MBA, MTS ‘21
Alumnx Council President and Senior Director of 

Marketing, Growth, and Communications,
Pacific School of Religion

Michelle Winter, MTS ‘23

Rev. David Vásquez-Levy, DMin
President, Pacific School of Religion

Susan Abraham, ThD
Vice President of Academic Affairs and 

Dean of Faculty, Pacific School of Religion

“The Fire of Commitment” REFRAIN
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