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TAKE ONE

TIDBITS® VIEWS SOME FAVORITE

CHRISTMAS MOVIES
by Janet Spencer

‘Tis the season to remember some of our favorite Christ-
mas movies! Tidbits walks down memory lane this week 
with these facts. 
•  It was a typical morning in the life of writer Philip Van 
Doren in 1938, when he had an idea for a story while he 
was shaving. His brainstorm was the tale of a man con-
sidering suicide who is visited by his guardian angel who 
shows the man the worth of his life. Van Doren worked 
on the story over the next �ve years, and in 1943, he 
mailed it out to friends as his annual Christmas card, us-
ing the title “�e Greatest Gi�.” A copy of the story found 
its way to an agent at RKO Pictures, and Van Doren was 
paid $10,000 for the �lm rights. �e title was changed to 
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” and it was released in 1946 with 
Jimmy Stewart in the role of George Bailey, a banker in 
the small town of Bedford Falls facing a breakdown. �e 
entire plot takes place on Christmas Eve with Clarence 
the angel saving Bailey in order to earn his wings. �e 
movie was �lmed at RKO’s movie ranch near Encino, 
California, where four acres was transformed into the 
small town. Being �lmed during the middle of a scorch-
ing heat wave necessitated the invention of a new type of 
fake snow composed of soap �akes and �re extinguisher 
foam. In previous �lms, painted corn �akes were used for 
winter scenes, but the crunching sound resulted in mul-
tiple scenes having to be redone. “It’s A Wonderful Life” 
has become one of the world’s most beloved Christmas 
movies, but although it was nominated for �ve Academy 
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Christmas Movies (continued)
Awards, it didn’t win a single one. It was considered a 
failure at the box o�ce and recorded a loss of $525,000.
• �e movie was called “National Lampoon’s Christ-
mas Vacation,” but there are no scenes that take place 
on Christmas Day. �e movie ends with the celebration 
of Christmas Eve with the whole Griswold family par-
ticipating, including Mrs. Griswold’s cousin Catherine 
and her socially-awkward husband Cousin Eddie, who 
has been out of work for seven years. Clark Griswold, 
played by Chevy Chase, longs for the perfect Christmas, 
and adorns his house with 25,000 lights, which cause a 
temporary citywide power shortage when lit. During the 
�lming, as Aunt Bethany and Uncle Lewis arrived, there 
was an earthquake as the scene was being shot, and if you 
look closely, you can see that the camera shook as they 
walked in the door.
• �e 2004 movie “�e Polar Express” was originally in-
tended by director Robert Zemeckis to be a live-action 
�lm, but when he learned that costs of live-action would 
creep close to $1 billion instead of the budgeted $160 
million, he opted for motion-capture footage that was 
turned into animation. Actors performed in a black box 
theater, with the footage converted to digital. �e story 
of children riding a magical train to the North Pole on 
Christmas Eve was written by Chris Van Allsburg, the 
same author who penned “Jumanji.” Besides his main 
role as the train’s conductor, actor Tom Hanks played �ve 
other roles in the �lm. Lead singer of Aerosmith, Steven 
Tyler played two characters in “�e Polar Express.”
•  Although the famous song “White Christmas” is fea-
tured in the 1954 movie of the same name, the tune sung 
by crooner Bing Crosby actually had its debut in the 1942 
�lm “Holiday Inn,” winning the Oscar for Best Original 
Song that year. �ere was a new version of the song for 
1954’s “White Christmas,” the highest-grossing �lm of 
the year. It still ranks among the top 100 popular movies 
of all time. 
• All 17 songs in the movie “White Christmas” were writ-
ten by Russian-born composer Irving Berlin, who wrote 
an estimated 1,500 songs before his death in 1989 at age 
101. Rosemary Clooney, aunt of actor George Clooney, 
starred opposite Bing Crosby. 
•  Charles Dickens’ masterpiece, “A Christmas Carol,” has 
been adapted into �lm well over 100 times, both in ani-
mated and live-action form. �e �rst to tell the story of 
the miserable miser Ebenezer Scrooge was a British short 
silent �lm in 1901, footage that has been preserved nearly 
125 years. �e 1935 �lm “Scrooge” starred a British actor, 
Seymour Hicks, in the title role. In 1951, Scottish actor 
Alastair Sim took on the role of the stingy businessman 
visited by three spirits. Oscar-winning actor George C. 
Scott’s 1984 portrayal of Scrooge is one of the favorite 
representations of the story. Kelsey Grammer and Pat-
rick Stewart have also tackled the famous role. �ere 
have been numerous animated versions of “A Christmas 
Carol,” including the 1999 computer-animated �lm with 
Jim Carrey voicing Scrooge. Favorite cartoon character 
adaptations have included Mickey Mouse, Bugs Bunny, 
Mr. Magoo, Yosemite Sam, and the Flintstones. 
•   “�e Muppet Christmas Carol,” produced in 1992, was 
the directorial debut of Brian Henson, son of Muppets 
creator Jim Henson. It was the �rst major Muppet pro-
ject following Jim’s death in 1990. Actor Michael Caine 
claims that the role of Scrooge was one his favorite parts 
of his entire career. Kermit the Frog played Scrooge’s 
clerk Bob Cratchit, and Miss Piggy, of course, was fea-
tured as Mrs. Cratchit. A�er Jim Henson’s death, Kermit’s 
role was handed to Steve Whitmire, who was exception-
ally nervous about taking over ful�lling the hole le� by 
Henson. �e day before Whitmire was to step in, he had 
a dream of meeting Henson and relaying how nervous he 
was. In his dream, Whitmire was assured by Henson that 
all would go well, giving the new Kermit the con�dence 
to continue. 
•  1988’s “Die Hard” is considered one of the greatest ac-
tion �lms of all times, but is it really a Christmas movie? 
Fans of the �lm say absolutely, since it takes place on the 
evening of the o�ce Christmas party of the hero’s ex-
wife. �e �lm is perhaps Bruce Willis’ most famous role, 
in which he portrays New York cop John McClane, who 
gets mixed up in the terrorist takeover of a Los Ange-
les skyscraper, while there in an attempt to win back his 
wife. Although we can’t imagine anyone other than Willis 
in the role, it was o�ered to several other box o�ce stars 
�rst, including Sylvester Stallone, Richard Gere, Clint 
Eastwood, Harrison Ford, Mel Gibson, Don Johnson, 
and Al Pacino. Willis received $5 million for the role. 
When �lming began, the ending had not even been �-
nalized and was only determined in the last 10 days of 
�lming. 
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OUTLAW COUNTRY RADIOOUTLAW COUNTRY RADIOOUTLAW COUNTRY RADIO

LISTEN, STREAM, SHOP

"The Best Little Country Station West of the Rockies"
All Classic Country Radio Station

Outlaw Country Radio is a non-profit organization that relies on donations and sponsorships.
The station is operated by volunteers and funded by listeners and underwriters.

102.7FM Stream at Outlaw.fm
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Local Services Marketplace

“A” Your Town Chimney Inc.
FIREPLACE & STOVE SHOP

WOOD - GAS - PELLET
BIG GREEN EGG - HEARTH ACCESSORIES

2126 E Street 
Washougal, WA 98671(360)835-1366

www.ayourtownchimney.com

Trusted Chimney
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JULIE USKOSKI
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(360) 798-3396
Julieu360@gmail.com
911 W. Main St.
Battle Ground, Wa 98604

Locally known agent,
 nationally known company.

“Listening to your needs 
to find the house of your 
dreams!”
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KNOWLEDGABLE AND 

CARING 
Advanced Physical Therapy

WA

Get started on the path to 
recovery with Jessica,

Physical Therapist

PHONE: (360)597-5814

FAX: (360)248-1200

FLUSH

SUCCESSFULLY

WE BUY STAMPS  

6300 NE St James Rd #103B
Vancouver, WA 98663

(360) 695-1391
brookmanstamps.com

FREE ESTIMATES - ALWAYS BUYING  

Tidbits hits 16 pages!
Thanks to our 13,000+ weekly readers!

3.2" x 2" Business Card Size
Starting at $25/Week!
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Experienced Freight 
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Work from o�ce 
in Vancouver
503-522-0604

FOR SALE

Automotive Marketplace

2712 N Hayden Island Dr.
Portland, OR 97217 

www.amautogroupllc.com
(503)887-0726

Mid Memic
Owner
amautogroup@outlook.com

1090 N.E. Hwy 99
Vancouver, WA 98686
Cell: (360)513-9511
Bus: (360)573-5733
Fax: (360)573-9890
www.patmoorequalitycars.comwww.patmoorequalitycars.com
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3.2" x 4" - Small Ad Size

Starting at only $40/Week!
*Additional charge front page placement.
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* A candy thermometer
Once the syrup hits 300 F, it keeps climbing -- so you’ll 

be moving quickly.

HOMEMADE HONEYCOMB CANDY
Yield: 1 (8x8) pan
Total Time: 20 minutes
1/3 cup water
1 cup sugar
1/3 cup light corn syrup (or honey or maple syrup)
2 1/2 teaspoons baking soda
1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar
Chocolate for dipping (optional but encouraged)
Line an 8-by-8-inch pan with parchment paper. 

Pre-measure your baking soda mixed with cream of tar-
tar, and keep them nearby.

Combine water, sugar and corn syrup in a medium 
saucepan over medium heat, stirring just until combined. 
Once it bubbles, stop stirring. Attach a candy thermom-
eter and let it boil, undisturbed, to 300 F.

Remove from heat and quickly stir in baking soda, it 
will foam dramatically. Stir just until incorporated, then 
immediately pour into your prepared pan.

Let cool completely (about an hour). Break into pieces. 
Optional: dip or drizzle with melted chocolate. �e reci-
pe can be doubled to yield a 9-by-13-inch pan.

Tips for Success. Don’t refrigerate; it gets sticky. Store 
airtight to keep it crisp. Chocolate coating helps it last 
longer. And, of course: Don’t touch hot sugar.

Why �is Makes a Fabulous Homemade Gi�
Honeycomb looks impressive and tastes incredible yet 

takes only minutes to make. Package it in a tin with a 
bow and people will swear you have confectionery su-
perpowers.

Don’t let honeycomb intimidate you. It’s kitchen alche-
my -- simple ingredients transforming into something 
downright magical.

***
Lifestyle expert Patti Diamond is the penny-pinching, 

party-planning, recipe developer and content creator of 
the website Divas On A Dime -- Where Frugal, Meets 
Fabulous! Visit Patti at www.divasonadime.com and join 
the conversation on Facebook at DivasOnADimeDot-
Com. Email Patti at divapatti@divasonadime.com

�e Easiest Candy You’re 
Afraid to Make (But Should 

Try Anyway)
Have you ever had this candy? It goes by lots of names. 

Growing up in Oregon, we’d visit a candy shop in Can-
non Beach that called it “seafoam.” My British mother 
called it “cinder to�ee.” I’ve heard sponge to�ee, golden 
crunchers, hokey pokey, fairy food, but “honeycomb 
candy” seems to be the most o�cial moniker. 

If you’ve ever watched honeycomb bubble up like a 
magic trick and thought, “Oh no, that looks dangerous, 
I’ll need adult supervision,” you’re not alone. �is humble 
confection has a reputation for being fussy, �ery and �t 
only for professional chocolatiers wearing Kevlar gloves.

But here’s the truth: Honeycomb is gloriously simple, 
ridiculously inexpensive and one of the most impressive 
homemade holiday gi�s you can whip up with nothing 
more than sugar, baking soda and 10 brave minutes.

Let’s walk through it together so you can make a batch 
with con�dence, and maybe show o� a little.

What Is Honeycomb, Exactly?
Honeycomb candy is a sweet, light-as-air caramel that 

expands dramatically when baking soda hits molten 
sugar. It tastes like caramel clouds with a satisfying shat-
ter, and once you dip it in chocolate, you’ve created the 
world’s cheapest fancy-pants gourmet gi�.

Why �is Candy Scares People (and Why It 
Shouldn’t)

�e fear comes from two things: Sugar gets very hot 
(300 F -- the “hard crack” stage). And the moment you 
add baking soda, it erupts like a volcano. Cool, right?

But with the right setup and a little focus, everything 
stays controlled and delightful. Honeycomb is one of 
those recipes where organization matters more than skill. 
If you can make toast without burning the house down, 
you can make this.

Have these things ready to go before you begin.
* Baking soda, measured and ready
* A large pot (the mixture will triple in size)
* A parchment-lined pan
* A heatproof spatula

We use a proprietary Amino Acid Blend to transition
your body into a metabolic pathway that enables you to
burn fat and lose inches!

No drugs! No gimmicks! No crazy diets! No expensive pre-
packaged foods! No cravings!

Tired of trying fad diets and not losing weight?

Our team is dedicated to your success! Let us help you get on
track to a healthier lifestyle and slimmer waistband.

We will help you get satisfying results by working with you to
monitor your progress via Bluetooth scale and the BodySite
patient portal.

Contact UsContact Us
For details on how to start yourFor details on how to start your
successful weight loss journey today!successful weight loss journey today!

Scan here
to learn
more!

Our skilled providers use your bloodwork results to determine
why your body is holding on to that stubborn fat and create a
plan to target those problem areas.

inĨo@healthsolu�onspnw.com
( 3 6 0 )  5 7 6 - 1 6 0 0
www.healthsolu�onspnw.com

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Who was the �rst le�-handed 
president?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What country is home to the largest 
cave in the world?

3. MOVIES: Who is the voice of Buzz Lightyear in the 
“Toy Story” movies?

4. HISTORY: Who was the �rst emperor of Rome?
5. LITERATURE: In what city is James Joyce’s novel 

“Ulysses” set?
6. TELEVISION: What is the name of Data’s cat on 

“Star Trek: �e Next Generation”?
7. ASTRONOMY: What is an exploding star called?
8. SCIENCE: What kind of cloud is associated with 

thunderstorms?
9. U.S. STATES: Which states have no sales tax?
10. ANATOMY: What is the function of the carotid 

arteries?

 www.JasonCoblentz.com 
Crunchy, golden honeycomb candy looks fancy but comes 

together in minutes.
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By Lucie Winborne  
* In 1945, Soviet children presented the U.S. 

ambassador in Moscow with a wooden Great Seal as 
a friendship gi�. It just happened to include a hidden 
listening device, which spied on American diplomats for 
seven years before it was discovered.

* When humans blush, their stomach also turns red.
* �e Brazilian free-tailed bat uses chirps, buzzes and 

trills to form unique syllables in a type of “love song” to 
attract females, as well as ward o� male competition. 

* On the California side of the U.S.-Mexican border 
is a city named Calexico. On the opposite side is a town 
called Mexicali.

* Parthenophobia is a fear of virgins.
* England’s Queen Victoria de�ed both the clergy and 

her personal physician to become the �rst monarch to 
use anesthesia (chloroform) during childbirth.

* Actor Liam Neeson trained to be a teacher but got 
�red a�er punching a student who pulled a knife on him.

* Women blink about two times less o�en than men.
* Professional chefs in wealthy 17th-century European 

households were primarily men, who o�en cooked in the 
nude or in their underwear due to kitchens’ intense heat.

* Deaf quarterback Paul Hubbard was the �rst to use 
the “round formation huddle” in football, to ensure that 
his teammates could interpret his hand gestures.

* Inventor A.J. Gra�am tried to increase car travel 
safety with his 1930’s sponge rubber seat, which promised 
to protect pedestrians from injury if they were hit by a 
speeding automobile.

* In Japan, Ronald McDonald is known as Donald 
McDonald.

* Benedict Cumberbatch is the second cousin, 16 times 
removed, of King Richard III, whom he portrayed in the 
2016 BBC miniseries “�e Hollow Crown.”

***
�ought for the Day: “Although golf was originally 

restricted to wealthy, overweight Protestants, today it’s 
open to anybody who owns hideous clothing.” -- Dave 
Barry

KAY L. NEWELL
“THE LIGHT BULB LADY”

www.sunlanligh�ng.com | kay@sunlanligh�ng.com
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Google
3901 N. Mississippi Ave. - Portland, OR 97227

503.281.0453  Fax 503.281.3408
MON-FRI 8:00 - 5:30 SAT 10:00 - 5:00
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* On Dec. 15, 1945, Gen. Douglas MacArthur, in his 
capacity as Supreme Commander of Allied Powers in the 
Paci�c, ended the role of Shintoism as Japan’s established 
religion. Shintoism included the belief that the emperor 
was divine.

* On Dec. 16, 1998, President Bill Clinton announced 
his order of air strikes against Iraq, due to the country’s 
refusal to cooperate with U.N. weapons inspectors. Key 
members of Congress did not support the decision, 
accusing Clinton of using the strikes to direct attention 
away from his impeachment proceedings.

* On Dec. 17, 2003, “�e Lord of the Rings: �e Return 
of the King,” the �nal �lm in the trilogy based on J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s beloved fantasy novels, debuted in theaters. A 
tremendous hit, it won 11 Academy Awards, and the 
trilogy became one of the highest-grossing franchises in 
cinema history.

* On Dec. 18, 1961, the Tokens’ version of “�e Lion 
Sleeps Tonight” became not just a No. 1 song, but a 
classic -- one of the most covered and most successful 
pop songs ever recorded. Sadly, a sequence of business 
arrangements that made millions of dollars for a handful 
of prominent U.S. music publishers yielded just a $1,000 
personal check from folksinger Pete Seeger to Solomon 
Linda, a South African performer who composed the 
tune.

* On Dec. 19, 1986, Michael Sergio, an actor and 
Mets fan who parachuted into Game Six of the 1986 
World Series at New York’s Shea Stadium, was �ned 
$500 and sentenced to 100 hours of community service 
for touching down on the in�eld with a “Let’s Go Mets” 
banner to the cheering support of more than 55,000 
spectators.

* On Dec. 20, 1880, a section of Broadway between 
Union Square and Madison Square was illuminated by 
Brush arc lamps, becoming one of the �rst electrically 
lighted streets in America and earning the nickname 
“�e Great White Way.”

On Dec. 21, 1913, the �rst modern crossword puzzle 
was published in the New York World, part of a set of 
what the paper called “mental exercises.” Clues included 
“sunk in mud,” “the �bre of the gomuti palm,” and “such 
and nothing more.”
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UGLY CHRISTMAS 
SWEATERS

It’s that time of year again, when we don our Christmas 
sweaters in the midst of holiday festivities. December 20 
is o�cially National Ugly Christmas Sweater Day, the 
perfect time to dig out those unfashionable garments and 
celebrate! 
•  Christmas sweaters haven’t always been the tacky, 
goofy garments we associate with ugly sweaters of today, 
adorned with pom-poms, lights, bells, reindeer, and even 
hanging ornaments.  In the 1950s, they were pullovers 
produced with the name “Jingle Bell Sweaters,” and o�en 
featuring traditional Nordic and Fair Isle designs, cable-
knit, snow�akes, and angels. �ere were patterns for 
cra�ers to create their own hand-knit woolens. Crooner 
Andy Williams sported a Christmas sweater on his 
variety show as he sang carols to his audience. 
•  During the 1960s and 1970s, bold psychedelic designs 
took over, with sunglass-wearing Santas, and brilliant 
dazzling colors. In the big-hair days of the ‘80s, glitter, 
sequins, pom-poms, and disco themes prevailed. �e 
sweaters’ status was boosted by the 1989 �lm “National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation,” which featured Chevy 
Chase wearing a festive eyesore. Ugly Christmas sweaters 
were a regular �xture at o�ce parties.
• �e 1990s brought a downslide in the popularity of 
ugly sweaters, something that only grandmas wore, and 
they disappeared from the fashion world. But in 2001, 
the movie “Bridget Jones’ Diary” brought about a revival 
of the sweater when actor Colin Firth in the role of Mr. 
Darcy wears a hideous Christmas sweater featuring a 
giant red-nosed reindeer. Bridget herself was horri�ed, 
but the sweater launched the ugly ones back into vogue.
• In 2002, a Canadian retirement home employee 
noticed residents wearing Christmas sweaters during 
the holidays, and as he was complimenting them on 
their apparel, he was really thinking of tracking down 
vintage sweaters and inviting friends to join in the fun. 
�at year, Chris Boyd and his friend Justin Birch hosted 
the �rst known ugly Christmas sweater party, urging 
others to attend “the most cheesy, most feel-good party 
imaginable,” wearing the ugliest sweater they could �nd. 
�at initial gathering of 30 guests grew in four years to a 
size that required renting a venue at the local university, 
and by the ��h year grew to the venue of a massive 
Vancouver ballroom with 1,200 people in attendance. 
Boyd and Birch even published a book on the subject, 
“Ugly Christmas Sweater Party Book: �e De�nitive 
Guide to Getting Your Ugly On.” 
•  Even the top fashion giants have gotten into the act, 
pairing cashmere with beading and gaudy designs. 
�e shelves of high-end stores like Nordstrom �ll their 

shelves with designer alpine sweaters from Dolce and 
Gabanna, Ralph Lauren, and Stella McCartney. 
• Every year since 2009, talk show host Jimmy Fallon has 
held the “12 Days of Christmas Sweaters” giveaway, with 
an audience member selected at random to receive an 
ingenious creation of his program’s costume department 
over the span of 12 nights. �e imaginative garments 
have included such features as an iPad centerpiece 
highlighting a roaring �replace video, and a giant snow 
globe that actually blew fake snow. 
•  Social media has boosted the appeal of ugly sweaters as 
users post their ugliest sweaters on Instagram, Facebook, 
and Twitter (X). �ere are ugly sweater 5K runs, bar 
crawls, parties, and contests. A winning sweater might 
include LED lights, tinsel, hanging ornaments, jewels, 
3-D elements, pom-poms, or a sweater with a 1950s 
vintage design.  

1. Name the artist who released “If I Can’t Have You.”
2. Which male artist wrote and released “�is Is It” in 

1979.
3. Who had a No. 1 hit on the Adult Contemporary 

chart with “It Might Be You”?
4. Which group released “When I See You Smile”?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “Listen to me, 

baby, you got to understand, You’re old enough to know 
the makings of a man.”

Answers
1. Yvonne Elliman, on the soundtrack to “Saturday 

Night Fever” in 1977 and then her “Night Flight” album 
the following year. �e song had been written by the Bee 
Gees, and they followed with their own version.
2. Kenny Loggins. �e song only went to No. 11 but 

ended up with a Grammy for Best Male Pop Vocal in 
1981. For two years it was used as the theme music for 
basketball tournaments.
3. Stephen Bishop, in 1982. In 1995 Roberta Flack’s 

cover version was used in the �lm “Waiting to Exhale.” 
�e song was then used for the closing credits of “�e 
Pretty One” in 2013.
4. Bad English, in 1989.
5. “Lightnin’ Strikes,” by Lou Christie, in 1965. �e song 

topped the charts in both the U.S. and Canada. It was 
Christie’s only No. 1 hit.
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male British skater Madge Syers joined the competition, 
nabbing second place behind Ulrich Salchow. Although 
the formal Winter Olympic Games as we know them 
started in 1924 in Chamonix, France, Olympic Games 
were held in London in 1908, with �gure skating fea-
tured for the �rst time. Oddly enough, the competition 
was held during the summer games inside an ice rink. 
•  �at area where skaters sit and wait for their marks 
from the judges has an o�cial term – the “kiss and cry 
area.” It can be the place for either celebrating success or 
lamenting over a poor performance. 
•  You might have noticed that skaters avoid fringe and 
feathers on their costumes. Any type of wardrobe mal-
function, including glitter �oating to the ice’s surface, a 
broken strap, or loss of a feather or any trim results in a 
deduction in score by the judges. 

SPORTS STORIES

FIGURE SKATING

Strap on your skates and follow along as Tidbits presents 
these facts on the sport of �gure skating. 
• Skates were �rst used in the Scandinavian countries 
centuries ago as a means of transportation, with skat-
ers strapping the leg bones of large animals to their feet. 
�e bones were sharpened and shaped so that people 
could glide across ice, cutting the time required to trav-
el around a body of water. Metal skates were introduced 
during the 13th century. 
•   In the 18th and 19th centuries, skating evolved into 
a sport, with competitors required to trace elaborate ge-
ometric patterns and designs, or “�gures,” on the ice. Cir-
cles, loops, and �gure eights were carved with the blades’ 
edges, leading to the name �gure skating. �ese exercises 
became known as “compulsory �gures” in competitions. 
�e sport progressed into jumps, spins, and choreogra-
phy, and in the early 1990s, the compulsories were re-
moved from competitions. 
•  During the mid-1800s, American ballet dancer and �g-
ure skater Jackson Haines blended the artistry of dance 
with the athleticism of skating, capturing the �rst U.S. 
National Figure Skating Championship title. Haines is 
considered the father of modern �gure skating. 
•  Beginning in 1880, skaters invented several complicat-
ed jumps which were subsequently named a�er them. 
Norwegian skater Axel Paulsen devised the sport’s oldest 
and most di�cult jump, one with a forward takeo�, re-
quiring the skater to land backward on the outside edge 
of the skate, appropriately named the Axel.  
• In 1909, Swedish skater Ulrich Salchow invented a 
jump in which the skater takes o� from the back inside 
edge of one foot and lands on the back outside edge of the 
opposite foot.  �e Lutz, invented in 1913 by Alois Lutz 
of Austria, is a jump with the entrance from the skate’s 
back outside edge and a landing on the back outside edge 
of the opposite foot. It’s considered �gure skating’s sec-
ond-most di�cult jump. 
• �ere are three spin positions in �gure skating – the up-
right spin, the sit spin (invented by Jackson Haines), and 
the camel spin. All can be either forward or backward. 
A �ying spin combines a jump and a spin.  �e speed 
at which �gure skaters spin is mind-boggling. �ey can 
reach six revolutions per second, which is more than 300 
per minute! �e record for the fastest spin was set in 2015 
by a Polish-Canadian skater, Olivia Oliver, who achieved 
342 revolutions per minute. 
•  Figure skating competitions were initially just for men. 
It wasn’t until 1902 at the World Championships that fe-

Are You a Golf or Tennis Pro? Sponsor a Cartoon!!
www.clarkbits.org/sponsor

By Ryan A. Berenz

1. Who became the �rst Japanese male player to 
win one of golf ’s major tournaments when he won the 
Masters in 2021?

2. At the 2000 Sydney Olympics, Eric Moussambani, 
a swimmer from Equatorial Guinea, won his heat in the 
100-meter freestyle despite recording the slowest time 
in Olympic history. (His only two competitors were 
disquali�ed.) What nickname did the media give him?

3. Baseball Hall of Famer Joe Cronin, a player, manager, 
executive and former president of the American League, 
has his No. 4 retired by what Major League team?

4. Hockey Hall of Famer Babe Siebert drowned in 
August 1939 at age 35, just weeks before he was to take 
over as the new head coach of what NHL team?

5. What stunt did actor Michael Sergio pull o� during 
Game 6 of the 1986 World Series?

6. A bridge in West Virginia is named a�er what boxer 
and longtime Fayetteville police chief? (Hint: He was 
Muhammad Ali’s �rst professional opponent.)

7. �ai billionaire Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha, who 
died in a helicopter crash in 2018, was the owner of 
which English Premier League football club?

Sports Quiz
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By Terry and Kim Kovel  

Baby New Year

Baby New Year can grow up fast! �e baby pictured here 
is already shaving. Well, it’s probably not supposed to be 
Baby New Year, but being surrounded by a calendar, it’s 
an easy association to make. �is baby was the mascot for 
Gillette’s safety razors, perhaps suggesting that they were 
both safe enough and easy enough for a baby to use, with 
the promise of baby-smooth skin, too. 
Inventor King C. Gillette was not the �rst to create a safe-
ty razor, but he came up with the disposable blade, and 
his company popularized them in the early 1900s. Note 
that the calendar is for 1909 -- a bit outdated for today’s 
use, but very appealing to a collector of antique adver-
tising. It sold for $295 at Morford’s Antique Advertising 
Auctions. 
Oh, and it’s not just a calendar; it’s a pocket mirror, too. 
�ey were a popular form of advertising in the early 20th 
century. �ese mirrors, like the Gillette one here, o�en 
had celluloid backs printed with the company’s name, 
logo or slogan. But despite the product it advertises, a 
mirror like this one, at 2 1/2 inches in diameter, probably 
wouldn’t be the best for shaving. 
For more collecting news, tips and resources, visit www.
Kovels.com.

By Terry and Kim Kovel  

“Jay Kelly” (R) -- �is comedy-drama �lm directed 
by Noah Baumbach (“Marriage Story”) presents a very 
emotional and layered depiction of the life of a famous 
actor named Jay Kelly. George Clooney (“Wolfs”) stars 
as the world-renowned Jay -- a charismatic, suave man, 
the type of actor you see on screen and can’t take your 
eyes o� of. Of course, behind every heartthrob who can 
deliver lines well, there usually lies some convoluted 
personal life that’s meant to be kept hidden from the 
world. And with Jay, it’s no di�erent. Even though 
he lives a spectacular life and has a team (comprised 
of Adam Sandler and Laura Dern) that scrambles to 
leap over every obstacle Jay creates for himself, a deep 
loneliness and sadness emanate from him. �is leaves 
us to wonder, is the life of being a famous actor worth 
the price? Clooney and Sandler have already received 
Golden Globe nominations for their performances in the 
�lm, which is out now to stream! (Net�ix)

“�e Running Man” (R) -- If you’ve seen Edgar 
Wright’s “Baby Driver,” you know that Wright excels 
in creating action-packed blockbusters with a splash of 
comedy and incredulity. His latest release, starring Glen 
Powell (“Twisters”), is an adaptation of Stephen King’s 
1982 novel “�e Running Man,” and Wright does not 
hold back on the action! �e �lm takes place in a near-
future United States that is ruled by an authoritarian 
media network. �e network’s most popular TV program 
is called “�e Running Man,” where runners sign up to 
win $1 billion if they can survive 30 days without getting 
killed by the network’s hunters. (�ink “Squid Games” 
or “�e Hunger Games.”) Powell plays a blue-collar man 
named Ben, who signs up with the purpose of buying 
medicine for his daughter. But once he’s thrown into the 
game, he realizes his actual purpose in the game is much 
larger than just escaping a few cold-blooded murderers. 
Available to rent on Dec. 16. (Apple TV+)

George Clooney, le�, and Adam Sandler
 star in “Jay Kelly.” Courtesy of  Net�ix 
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Bark Run Play
Dog Boarding & Daycare

Located in Washougal

Large

Fenced

Yards

Caring for
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Since 2009

904-3449(360) www.BARKRUNPLAY.com
Locally owned since 2018

Pet After Life Services NW

(360) 844-9578
Pet Cremation

Read our Google reviews
on our website

www. .comPALSNW

Great Gi�s for Pets and 
Owners

Do you have a friend who owns pets, or a pet of your own 
that you’d like to join in the holiday cheer this Christmas? 
�ere are more products than ever for pets -- the chal-
lenge is �nding the perfect gi� from the many choices 
available. Here are a few items that have impressed me 
recently, and may make a perfect gi� for the dog, cat or 
pet owner in your life.
Heated dog/cat bed: For older dogs and cats, a heated 
pad or bed provides welcome comfort for their aching 
joints, especially in winter.
Sturdy chew toys: Kong ruled the “indestructible” chew 
toy market for quite a while, but sturdy, creative chew 
toys are available from other brands as well. Know the 
size of the dog (toy, small, medium, large) before buying 
so you get the appropriate-sized toy for their jaws.
Scratch pads: Vertical or horizontal scratch pads for cats 
help them maintain their claws and relieve boredom -- 
without destroying furniture.
Cat tree: Help cats safely reach a higher plane of existence 
... so they can stare out the window. Cat trees �ght bore-
dom and most include attached toys and scratch pads, 
creating an all-in-one activity center.
Window perch: Need to save space? Try a window perch 
or hammock instead of a cat tree. Most mount on the sill, 
so cats can lounge while staring at the fauna outside.
Gi� cards: If you’re not sure what a pet owner needs, then 
a gi� card to an online or brick-and-mortar pet supply 
store is the way to go.
If you’re short on cash but want to give a thoughtful gi�: 
O�er to walk dogs or pet-sit. Help elderly pet owners 
care for their pets. Or, volunteer at a local shelter.
Send your tips, comments or questions to ask@pawscorn-
er.com.

EM AIL YO UR  P ET’ S  P HO TO  
AND A S HO R T DES C R IP TIO N 
TO P�T�ITS@�>AR<�ITS.

O R G F O R  A C HANC E O F  
YO UR  P ET BEING F EATUR ED
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Sports Quiz Answers
1. Hideki Matsuyama.
2. “Eric the Eel.”
3. �e Boston Red Sox.
4. �e Montreal 

Canadiens.
5. He parachuted onto 

the �eld at the New York 
Mets’ Shea Stadium.

6. Tunney Hunsaker.
7. Leicester City F.C.
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Trivia Answers
1. James Gar�eld.
2. Vietnam.
3. Tim Allen.
4. Augustus.
5. Dublin, Ireland.
6. Spot.
7. A supernova.
8. Cumulonimbus.
9. Five states have 

no sales tax: Alaska, 
Delaware, Montana, New 
Hampshire and Oregon.

10. �ey supply oxygen-
rich blood to the face, 
neck and brain.

NEW BATCH OF
STONEJAX SEASONING

@                   st on ejaxl i f e

stonejax.com

IT’S GONNA GO FAST!
DISCOUNT CODE AT CHECKOUT: TIDBITS

BIG party size 24 ounce 
bottles AND COOL MERCH 
AT STONEJAX.COM

ANSWERS

“Miracle on 34th Street” has been produced twice – �rst in 1947 with 8-year-old Natalie Wood in the role 
of Susan Walker and again in 1994, with Mara Wilson in the same role.  In the 1947 �lm, Macy’s in New York 
City hired Kris Kringle to play Santa, but in 1994, the department store refused to give permission to use its 
name, and the store was given the �ctitious name Cole’s. 


