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Balule trophy hunt — how not to shoot an elephant
Don Pinnock

  This is a story about an apparently illegal 
kill licence, a botched trophy hunt, the gra-
tuitous pain and suff ering of an elephant 
and the right to shoot iconic wild animals.
  This ar� cle has been updated post pub-
lica� on to include a response from Balule 
Nature Reserve below. Daily Maverick apol-
ogises to Balule for not seeking comment 
ahead of publica� on.
  Hun� ng does not provide the precision 
kill of an aba� oir, but what happened in 
Maseke Game Reserve on the 3rd Septem-
ber was beyond acceptable, even in hun� ng 
circles. Apart from a botched hunt, it may 
also have been illegal.
  Maseke is within the Balule Nature Re-
serve, which, in turn, is in the Associated 
Private Nature Reserves (APNR), an area to 
the west of Kruger Na� onal Park. There are 
no fences between Kruger and the APNR, 
so animals can and do move freely between 
the two.
  A paying client took a shot at a bull el-
ephant but merely wounded it. The pro-
fessional hunter accompanying him then 
pumped four more bullets into the animal 
but also failed to bring it down. 
  The elephant took off  towards the Grietjie 
sec� on of the Balule reserve, a non-hunt-
ing area, pursued by the hun� ng party. 
They couldn’t keep up, so a helicopter was 
called in. By then the animal was in Gri-
etjie and the chopper drove the wounded 
animal back into Maseke where it was shot 
and fi nally killed, its body by then carrying 
eight bullets.
  This incident is not a hun� ng outlier. In 
2018 in Maseke, a young elephant was shot 
13 � mes — screaming in pain within view 
of trauma� sed guests at a lodge in Parsons 
Nature Reserve bordering Maseke. The pro-
fessional hunter in charge, Sean Nielsen, 
claimed the elephant had been “shot in 
self-defence”. Nielsen is the hun� ng conces-
sionaire for Maseke Game Reserve which is 
owned by the Maseke tribe.
  According to the then Balule chairperson 
Sharon Haussmann, that hunt had the cor-
rect permits in place, but she said the inci-

dent “did not comply with the sustainable 
u� lisa� on model of ethical hun� ng in accor-
dance with the hun� ng protocol that gov-
erns all reserves within APNR and to which 
Balule and hence Maseke are bound.” 
  
Was it legal?
  There is a ques� on regarding the legality of 
the permit for the Maseke hunt. According 
to the Humane Society Interna� onal-Africa 
(HSI/Africa), the issuing of a hun� ng permit 
contradicts a high court interim interdict 
which prohibits the alloca� on of permits for 
trophy hun� ng of African elephants, leop-
ards, and black rhinos in South Africa. 
  It followed a successful legal challenge 
brought by HSI/Africa in 2022 against the 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the 
Environment (DFFE) and others. Judge Pat-
rick Gamble found that the Department of 
Environment had failed to comply with the 
consulta� ve process prescribed by the Na-
� onal Environmental Management. 
  Pending a review, the minister was there-
fore not permi� ed to issue a quota for tro-

phy hun� ng and export of elephant, black 
rhino, or leopard without valid non-detri-
ment fi ndings. The review hearing is only 
scheduled for January 2024 so has not been 
held. Therefore, according to HSI/Africa’s 
execu� ve director, Tony Gerrans, the pro-
hibi� on on hun� ng of trophies s� ll stands.
  The hunt evidently sparked a “vigorous 
debate” on WhatsApp by Grietjie landown-
ers furious about the incident, including 
about the helicopter chase on their land. 
In a le� er to the landowners, Ian Nowak, 
the general manager of Balule, apologised, 
but said Maseke Reserve “conducted the 
hunt in accordance with the requirements 
and protocols”, that the hunt was legal and 
that no protocol viola� ons were commit-
ted. Balule provides the overall adminis-
tra� ve system for Maseke, with both situ-
ated within the APNR.
HSI/Africa rejected this assurance. Gerrans 
said, “We are horrifi ed by this unneces-
sary tragedy. Given the high court’s inter-
dict prohibi� ng the permi�  ng of elephant 
hunts, the le� er’s conclusion that this hunt 

was lawful is incorrect.
  “Furthermore, no animal should ever ex-
perience the pain and suff ering that this 
elephant endured. The prac� ce of trophy 
hun� ng is not only profoundly inhumane 
but also poses a grave threat to our biodi-
versity and tarnishes South Africa’s global 
reputa� on as a sustainable and responsible 
tourist des� na� on. To injure, chase and kill 
any animal in this way is unacceptable.”
  
Hun� ng in the APNR
  The hunt, apart from its obvious cruelty, 
raises wider ques� ons about hun� ng in 
the APNR. These reserves are unarguably 
prime or even core wildlife areas. And be-
cause there are no fences between the 
APNR and the Kruger Park, by “suppor� ng” 
APNR annual o�  ake quotas as it does, 
Kruger is essen� ally giving permission to 
hunt animals which it’s obliged by law to 
protect — with permits being granted by 
the provincial authority.
  Within the APNR, some reserves, such 
as parts of Balule, Klaserie, Timbava�  and 
Umbabat, allow hun� ng and others do not. 
Animals can move freely across the borders 
of neighbouring reserves, which means 
that protected animals from one reserve or 
even the Kruger Park can be killed by trophy 
hunters within another reserve.
  Each year the APNR is allocated quotas for 
the hun� ng of a range of animals. Accord-
ing to Nowak, it has permission to shoot 50 
elephants annually. Of these, Balule is allo-
cated 22 and Maseke, in turn, has a licence 
to hunt 12. He says the APNR quota “is to 
allow for be� er breeding opportuni� es 
for the average and above average bulls.” 
Elephant experts we contacted called that 
unscien� fi c nonsense.
  Ques� ons have also been raised about 
general hun� ng o�  akes in the APNR. In 
reply to a parliamentary request for these 
numbers for 2022/23 and 2023/24, Envi-
ronment Minister Barbara Creecy said that 
SANParks was not at liberty to release them 
and that the request should be routed to 
the relevant provincial authori� es. 
                                               
   Cont. on page 3.  

Elephants are sentient and feel pain, which raises moral questions about hunting 
them. Kruger National Park, Limpopo.            Photo: Canva Pro
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From the editors desk 

   Hello again all you wonderful people.
  Over that last month we have seen all the 
dominoes falling in town with respect to 
the water and sewage issues. As we high-
lighted in a published ar� cle the month be-
fore last, there is no problem with the sup-
ply of water to town – it’s the maintenance 
and infrastructural upgrade of the systems 
that exist, that is seemingly the problem! 
So, I happily direct you to the ar� cle wri� en 
by one of our inves� gators on page 6, � tled: 
‘The Idiots guide to sewage’, to get an in-
side line on the sewage debacle. What we 
need is some defi ni� ve ac� on in this realm 
to sort this out once and for all.
  Then there are the rates hike – there’s 
been some very vociferous comment on 
this ma� er and thankfully the Hoedpsruit 

Chamber has weighed in with an ar� cle this 
month on exactly that, and where we stand 
if we believe we have any objec� ons to sub-
mit. Take note of that ar� cle.
  There are a couple of regular ar� cles that 
are not in this month’s issue; Veggie Diva 
and our birding column unfortunately are 
not in; the Veggie Diva was ill (glad she is 
back in full fe� le) and Mike has gone ‘miss-
ing’ whilst on tour. I’ll make sure that both 
are in next month’s issue.
  We are always looking for journalis� c sub-
missions, so if any of you are out there and 
want to submit an ar� cle, please feel free 
to do so. If it fi ts what we are trying to do, 
and there is space, we would be happy to 
publish.
  We are very excited to be proud media 
co-sponsors of the upcoming music fes� val 
in November – see the advert on page 11. 
Make sure you all buy your � ckets on � me 
– it’s going to be a belter the likes of which 
Hoedspruit has not seen before!
  It looks like there has been fair progress 
with the hospital build. I do hope all goes 
according to plan because Hoedspruit is in 
dire need of that facility, and we’ll be keep-
ing an eye open on the progress going for-
ward.
  Looking ahead, I think that we should all 

           Disclaimer: 
  The opinions expressed in the Kruger-
2Canyon News are strictly those of the 
authors. Opinions are based on infor-
mation that the authors consider to be 
reliable. They do not purport to reflect 
the opinions or views of the Kruger-
2Canyon News or its publisher, editor, 
staff, or members. The designations 
employed in this publication and the 
presentation of material therein, do 
not imply the expression of any opin-
ion whatsoever, nor do they warrant 
completeness and accuracy, on the 
part of the Kruger2Canyon News, the 
publisher, or editor.

Mark Bishop - Editor

brace ourselves for a dry, very hot summer. 
I saw that Australia recently confi rmed the 
‘establishment’ of the El Niño phenome-
non. El Niño and its opposite, La Niña, are 
complex weather pa� erns resul� ng from 
varia� ons in ocean temperatures in the 
equatorial Pacifi c Ocean. In layman’s terms, 
La Niña brings cooler surface temperatures 
to the eastern Pacifi c Ocean, and the upshot 
for southern Africa is o� en we� er-than-
usual weather, in other regions drought. El 
Niño is triggered when those same surface 
waters heat up with the opposite eff ect, 
that being drier-than-usual-weather. You 
have been warned!
  Finally, it was with a very sad heart that the 
team at Kruger2Canyon News heard of the 
passing of Anka Bede�   - a key team mem-
ber of Elephants Alive. A beau� ful person 
inside and out, and taken too soon. The 
world could do with so many more people 
of this mould – her passion for what she did 
was off  the charts. 
An incredible person that has le�  an indel-
ible stamp on all of us. Our prayers and 
thoughts go out to her family and children 
in this diffi  cult � me – treasure the memo-
ries, and know that she is smiling down on 
you all. RIP Anka.

            CAMPING TRAILER RENTALS

Contact Pam: 083 3062434
www.trailpac.co.za

Le� er to the editor

To all of you out there, live life to the full, 
live it like there is no tomorrow, and love 
the life you live!  Until next time, thank 
you for the continued support and stay 
safe.
  

Dear Editor,
  It was with interest that I read a message 
from a dear friend of mine that is at the Rugby 
World Cup concerning the make-up of teams. I 
thought you might like to print this as informa-
� on for the town.
  The 2023 Rugby World Cup has kicked off  and 
is in full swing with some great results, namely 
and including France's win over New Zealand. 
All rugby players dream to one day represent 
their country on the biggest stage, however it 
is quite a common occurrence now to see play-
ers run out for na� ons, that are diff erent to 
their place of birth. These 'foreign born' players 
can o� en be integral parts of an interna� onal 
set-up, with each rugby world cup match set 
to portray a diverse landscape, that encapsu-
lates the global game. Of course a player can 
represent a country by ancestry or residency, 
but it s� ll makes a good read just to see how 
many players make up a certain teams who are 
'foreign born'. Only two teams have no ‘for-
eigners’.
South Africa have 0
Argen� na have 0
France has 2 : Paul Willemse (lock) SA, Uini 
Atonio (prop) New Zealand.
Chile has 3

England has 5 : Bevan Rodd (prop) Scotland, 
David Ribbans (lock) SA, Billy Vunipola (back 
row) Australia, Manu Tuilaga (centre) Samoa, 
Marcus Smith (fl y half) Philippines.
Fiji has 5 : three from New Zealand and two 
Australians.
Australia has 7 : Made up of Tonga, Fiji and 
New Zealanders.
Ireland has 8 : Finlay Bealham (prop) Australia, 
Rob Herring (hooker) SA, Joe McCarthy (lock) 
USA, Jeremy Loughman (lock) USA, Jamison 
Gibson Park (scrum half) NZ, James Lowe 
(wing) NZ, Bundee Aki (centre) NZ, Mack Han-
sen (wing) Australia.
New Zealand has 9 : Neto Laulala (prop) Sa-
moa, Ofa Tu'ungafasi (prop) Tonga, Tyrel Lomax 
(prop) Australia, Samisoni Taukef'aho (hooker) 
Tonga, Shannon Frizel (back row) Tonga, Fin-
lay Chris� e (scrum half) Scotland, Leicester 
Fainga'anuku (wing) Tonga, Emoni Narawa 
(wing) Fiji.
Romania has 9 : Mostly from France, USA and 
Tonga.
Wales has 10 : six are English players and the 
others Australian and from Tonga.
Portugal has 10 : All from France.
Italy has 12 : Players from Argen� na, Germany, 
NZ, England, Zimbabwe, France and Wales.

Scotland has 15 : Pierre Schoeman (prop) 
SA, WP Nel (prop) SA, Javan Sebas� on (prop) 
Wales, Ewan Ashman (hooker) Canada, 
Hamish Watson (back row) England, Jack 
Dempsey (Back row) Australia, Sam Skinner 
(back row) England, Ali Price (scrum half) Eng-
land, Ben White (scrum half) England, Ben 
Healey (Fly half) Ireland, Cameron Redpath 
(centre) France, Chris Harris (centre) England, 
Kyle Steyn (centre) SA, Sione Tuipolotu (centre) 
Australia, Duhan van der Merwe (wing) SA.
Japan has 18  : Made up of players from Tonga, 
New Zealand, Fiji, Australia, Thailand and SA.
Tonga has 20 : Mostly made up of New Zea-
landers (16 of them in total) and the rest Aus-
tralians.
Samoa has 24 : All made up of players from 
Australia and New Zealand.
  Enjoy the world cup and ‘let’s go bokke!’
  Cheers Greg

  Ed: Dear Greg, thanks for that. It is certainly in-
teresti ng and it looks like SA could almost fi eld 
a second side! Let’s hope it all goes according to 
plan! And yes – “Go Bokke!”

Brain teasers with a twist 
1 A Poultry Problem 

I bought some fowls the other day, One hundred dollars did I pay. 
Each turkey did fi ve dollars touch, Each goose did bring but half as much. 
While chickens, if it must be told, For ten cents each were freely sold. 
One hundred fowls in all had I, Of each how many did I buy? 

2 In the blank spaces, supply four words made of the same four le� ers. 
A _______ old woman with _______ intent 
Put on her _______
And away she went.
“Hey!” she cried. “Give me, I pray, something to make me _______ today.” 

3 Unravel this somewhat roman� c scrambled riddle. 
hope lmoavne fear 

4 Make one word out of these two words: now dore 

5 A man having a fox, a goose, and some corn, came to a river which it was neces
                sary to cross. He could, however, take only one across at a � me. If he le�  the         
                   goose and corn while he took the fox over, the goose would eat the corn. But if he 
                  le�  the fox and goose, the fox would kill the goose. How does he go about ge�  ng 
                them all safely over the river? 

6 A Chronogram on Human Happiness 

Take fi � y, add cipher, add fi ve, add the fi � h le� er of the alphabet, and the total 
is the sum of human happiness. 
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Balule trophy hunt — how not to shoot an elephant

Cont. from page 1  

It is unclear why the minister should not 
wish to provide the informa� on requested 
as it is certainly in the possession of her de-
partment and comprehensive replies have 
been provided to similar requests in previ-
ous years.
  In 2021/22, SANParks supported the 
hun� ng of 4,449 animals (including 55 el-
ephants, 64 buff aloes, 26 kudus, four wart-
hogs, three hippos, nine hyenas, six giraff es 
and 4,265 impalas) in the APNR. 
  
The proceeds
  In 2019 (the only year for which fi nancial 
fi gures could be obtained) hun� ng ne� ed 
Balule estates alone R2.8-million, accord-
ing to their fi nancial statements. However, 
a desktop calcula� on using the SA Profes-
sional Hunters’ standard rates, es� mates in-
come a� ributable to the hun� ng of animals 
allocated to Balule to be R10.9-million. So, 
who received the diff erence of R8-million? 
  On the same basis, hun� ng income for 

the en� re APNR was es� mated to be R29-
million, of which R17-million was disclosed 
by the APNR representa� ves to the Parlia-
mentary Environmental Aff airs oversight 
commi� ee as having been received. Of this, 
only 9% was declared as having been used 
for community outreach.
  The wider ques� on is about the hun� ng 
of rare and protected animals. According 
to Gerrans, the latest incident “once again 
demonstrates the inhumanity of hun� ng 
sen� ent animals merely for bragging rights 
and to display parts of their bodies as tro-
phies on a wall. Too many endangered and 
threatened animals con� nue to suff er and 
die within so-called nature conserva� on 
reserves in what is best described as a 
blood sport.”
  “HSI/Africa has challenged the way this 
horrifying ac� vity is permi� ed by the gov-
ernment, and we call on all South African 
wildlife administrators to abide by the high 
court order which prohibits the permi�  ng 
of elephant, leopard and black rhino hunts 
un� l such � me as the court can rule on the 

merits of the permi�  ng process.”
  With clients who can’t down an elephant 
and professional hunters who seemingly 
can’t provide the coup de grâce when 
the clients miss, this means that a miser-
able fate awaits another 11 elephants for 
which hun� ng permits have been issued in 
Maseke.

The Balule Nature Reserves response
  The Balule Nature Reserve Associa� on 
(“BNRA”) has noted the publica� on of the 
ar� cle client � tled “Balule trophy hunt 
– how not to shoot an elephant” on the 
Daily Maverick’s website on 12th September 
2023. It was not approached for its com-
ment prior to the publica� on of this ar� cle 
and wishes to record its response.  
  The hunt, which forms the subject of the 
ar� cle, was conducted legally in terms of a 
permit issued by the Limpopo Economic De-
velopment, Environment and Tourism De-
partment (“LEDET”) and within the Greater 
Kruger Hun� ng Protocols developed and 
endorsed by all the signatories to the Great 
Limpopo Transfron� er Conserva� on Area 
(“GLTFCA”) Coopera� ve Agreement. 
  The court order referenced in the ar� cle 
(and to which a link in the ar� cle is in-
cluded) does not prohibit “the alloca� on 
of permits for trophy hun� ng of African el-
ephants, leopards and black rhinos in South 
Africa”, as is alleged by the ar� cle and by 
the Humane Society Interna� onal. 
  The interdict in ques� on applies only to 
the Conven� on on Interna� onal Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (“CITES”) export permits in respect of 
leopards, black rhinoceroses, and African 
elephants. The court order itself notes that 
the “overall purpose of CITES is to regulate 
the worldwide trade in endangered spe-
cies of, inter alia, wild animals and plants”. 
Consequently, the interdict does not apply 
to any off -take or hun� ng permits issued to 
South African residents.  
  In the case of the hunt in ques� on, the 
hunter was a South African resident who 
held a permit lawfully issued by the LEDET. 
The hunt was conducted legally and in ac-
cordance with all the requisite Greater Kru-
ger Hun� ng Protocols.  
  The BNRA stands by the conclusions con-
tained in the le� er from Ian Nowak dated 
5th September 2023:  the hunt was legal, 
no protocol viola� ons were commi� ed 
and the pursuit of and follow-up shots on 
the elephant were consistent with the re-
quirements contained in the Greater Kruger 
Hun� ng Protocol.  
  As is also stated in the le� er, the BNRA’s 
annual off -take of animals is determined 
by the Associated Private Nature Reserve 
ecological panel, reviewed and then en-
dorsed by SANParks and the biodiversity 
arm of LEDET. The off -take recommenda-
� on extends to a number of diff erent spe-
cies, including elephants, buff alo, impala, 

kudu, and waterbuck. Approximately 50 be-
low-average-sized elephants are removed 
from reserves falling under the Associated 
Private Nature Reserve annually in order 
to allow for be� er breeding opportuni� es 
for the average and above-average bulls. 
The off -take recommenda� on and alloca-
� on is based on scien� fi c data and does not 
amount to “unscien� fi c nonsense”, as is al-
leged by the unnamed elephant expert in 
the ar� cle.  
  All revenue generated from the hun� ng of 
these animals must be, and is, spent on con-
serva� on, wildlife security and community 
upli� ment by BNRA and the Maseke Game 
Reserves, respec� vely. The meat from the 
elephant hunted on the Maseke Game Re-
serve was used to feed approximately 250 
children and old-aged members of the com-
munity, in terms of BNRA’s and the Maseke 
Game Reserve’s outreach program’s ongo-
ing community feeding scheme. 
  The BNRA denies any insinua� on that the 
proceeds generated from hun� ng are spent 
in any other fashion. The Balule Nature Re-
serve is a federal system, and the income 
generated from hun� ng refl ects this: the 
income is received at the level of the BNRA 
and at the level of individual regional mem-
bers (e.g., Maseke Game Reserve). Equally, 
expenditure on conserva� on is incurred at 
both a BNRA level and at the level of indi-
vidual regional members.
  The ar� cle does not deal with this system 
and, consequently, creates a false discrep-
ancy by comparing the income received 
and reported by the BNRA individually with 
the total income which should have been 
received by the BNRA and all the regional 
members combined.  
  The BNRA does not condone any illegal 
ac� vity whatsoever, and especially not the 
illegal killing of any animals within a pro-
tected area it is tasked to manage. It works 
� relessly to protect and conserve the sus-
tainability of the biodiversity of the fauna 
and fl ora both in terms of the law and the 
protocols of the Greater Kruger’s Open 
System.

This arti cle was previously published in the 
Daily Maverick

Trophy hunting’, specifi cally, is a form of hunting in which the hunter’s explicit goal 
is to obtain the hunted animal’s carcass or body part, such as the head or hide, as 
a trophy that represents the success of the hunt.                    Image: ifaw / Wikipedia

An elephant bull in the Kruger National 
Park, Limpopo. 
Photo: Glalo Images / Beeld / Deaan Vivier
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this award as “the ul� mate award in the Cen-
tury 21 Group, the most pres� gious and the 
one that everybody aspires to. This is the rea-
son why we are all here, this is the reason why 
Pearl Awards exists, and in fact why Century 
21 exists. In the Na� onal Agent of the Year, we 
fi nd character, we fi nd passion, we fi nd work 
ethic, we fi nd loyalty, honesty and resolve; 
our idol, our role model, our rock star.  The 
Agent of the Year is the highest fi nancial per-
former across sales value, gross commission, 
units sold and oyster points.”
  With everyone hanging on every word, the 
2023 award was awarded to Yve� e Thompson 
from Century 21 Wildlife. Yve� e was runner 
up in 2022 and 2021. Yve� e also received 
various other na� onal and category awards, 
as well as Pearl Award Agent status, for the 
seventh year running!
  Michelle Severin achieved na� onal 2nd run-
ner up for gross commission earned, as well 
as 1st runner up in two award categories and 
Pearl Award Agent status for the fi � h year 
running.
  The owner and Principal, Rob Severin, was 
awarded Na� onal Franchisee of the Year for 
the second year running. The Hoedspruit of-
fi ce also won top Offi  ce Sales in their Category, 
and 2nd runner up na� onally. They were also 
1st runner up for Na� onal Offi  ce of the Year. 
Lize� e Pienaar was runner up for the Admin-
istrator of the Year, for a third year running.
  Century 21 Wildlife Proper� es would like to 
thank all of their clients over the years, with-
out whom their success would not have been 
possible. In addi� on, a thank you goes out to 
the amazing people of Hoedspruit who make 

Century 21 Wildlife cleans up at the annual 
awards

  On the 14th September, Century 21 South 
Africa had its annual price giving awards at 
Montecasino in Johannesburg. The annual 
event known as the Pearl Awards, pays trib-
ute to the top agents in Century 21 South Af-
rica. Pearl Award status is awarded to the Top 
21 agents in the group, from 550 real estate 
professionals working in the 50 offi  ces coun-
try wide.
  A Pearl Award Agent signifi es being one of 
the top sales and rental agents na� onally 
within Century 21 South Africa. A Pearl Award 
Agent is characterized by their ambi� on, en-
thusiasm, extensive knowledge, remarkable 
success, and exemplary strength. A Pearl 
Award Agent serves as an inspira� on and role 
model for all property professionals to emu-
late. 
  Awards are given to individual performances 
over various criteria. Century 21 franchises 
are grouped into three categories, based on 
the size of their market  - not surprisingly 
Hoedspruit is categorised in the smallest town 
size category. However, the Hoedspruit Wild-
life offi  ce punched far above its weight, and 
was able to compete with the large offi  ces. 
The results were that they achieved the third 
highest sales turnover offi  ce in the country 
(out of 50 franchises), and were awarded with 
two Pearl Award Agents, and the Na� onal 
Franchisee Award.
  The highlight of the awards celebra� on is the 
pres� gious Na� onal Agent of the Year award. 
Harry Nicolaides the company CEO defi ned 

Spotlight – Century 21 Wildlife Proper� es

this a wonderful community to live in. A spe-
cial word of thanks goes out to all volunteers 
within this community who are involved in 
the mul� ple facets of Hoedspruit, from Town 
Watch, Farm Watch, through to Vic� ms Sup-
port, Chamber of Commerce, Home Owners 
Associa� ons and Rotary. 

The winner, Agnet of the Year 2023, 
Yvette Thompson (above) and the C21 
team, Michelle Severin, Yvette Thomp-
son, Rob Severin and Lizette Pienaar                                                                                                                                
Images supplied

AI perspecti ve ‘correspondent’

  Exploring the controversial terrain of Gene� -
cally Modifi ed Organisms (GMOs) and their 
impact on human health.
  The debate surrounding gene� cally engi-
neered foodstuff s, commonly referred to as 
Gene� cally Modifi ed Organisms (GMOs), con-
� nues to simmer, promp� ng fi erce discussions 
among scien� sts, policymakers, and the public. 
While proponents argue that GMOs hold the 
key to addressing global food shortages and re-
ducing the need for pes� cides, cri� cs raise con-
cerns about their long-term impact on human 
health. In this ar� cle, we delve into the ques-
� on: Are gene� cally engineered foodstuff s 
good for human consump� on?
  The Promise of GMOs
  Proponents of GMOs point to several po-
ten� al benefi ts. First and foremost, gene� -
cally engineered crops o� en possess enhanced 
traits, such as resistance to pests, diseases, 
and extreme weather condi� ons. These traits 
can boost crop yields, poten� ally helping to al-
leviate food scarcity in a world facing growing 

popula� on pressures and changing climates.
  Moreover, GMOs can lead to reduc� ons in 
the use of chemical pes� cides and herbicides, 
which can have nega� ve environmental and 
health consequences. By engineering crops 
to resist pests or tolerate specifi c herbicides, 
farmers may need to use fewer chemical in-
puts, reducing the risk of pes� cide residues on 
our food and the impact on surrounding eco-
systems.
  Nutrient Enhancement
  Another argument in favour of GMOs is their 
poten� al for nutrient enhancement. Research-
ers have developed gene� cally modifi ed rice 
varie� es that are for� fi ed with essen� al vita-
mins and minerals, addressing nutri� onal defi -
ciencies prevalent in many parts of the world. 
This could be a game-changer in the fi ght 
against malnutri� on and related health issues.
  Health and Safety Concerns
  However, cri� cs of GMOs express signifi cant 
reserva� ons. One of the primary concerns re-
volves around the long-term health eff ects of 
consuming gene� cally engineered food. While 

rigorous safety assessments are conducted be-
fore GMOs reach the market, some argue that 
more comprehensive, independent, and long-
term studies are needed to determine their full 
impact on human health.
  A common worry is allergenicity. Cri� cs fear 
that introducing genes from one species into 
another could trigger unexpected allergic reac-
� ons in some individuals. Ensuring the safety 
of GMOs requires ongoing surveillance and a 
commitment to monitoring poten� al health is-
sues.
  Environmental Impact
  Environmental concerns also loom large in 
the GMO debate. While GMOs can reduce the 
need for chemical pes� cides, they can lead to 
the emergence of pes� cide-resistant insects 
and weeds, necessita� ng even more potent 
chemicals. Addi� onally, the poten� al for cross-
breeding between GMOs and non-GMOs in the 
wild raises ques� ons about gene� c contamina-
� on and biodiversity.
  Transparency and Labelling
  The debate over GMOs is also about transpar-

ency and consumer choice. Advocates for GMO 
labelling argue that consumers have the right 
to know whether the products they purchase 
contain gene� cally engineered ingredients. 
This debate has led to the adop� on of labelling 
laws in many regions, highligh� ng the impor-
tance of transparency in this conten� ous issue.
  The debate con� nues
  The ques� on of whether gene� cally engi-
neered foodstuff s are good for human con-
sump� on is far from se� led. While GMOs off er 
the poten� al to address pressing global food 
and nutri� on challenges, concerns about their 
long-term safety and environmental impact 
persist. Striking a balance between harness-
ing the benefi ts of GMOs and addressing these 
concerns remains a complex task.
  In the end, the future of GMOs in our food sys-
tem will likely be shaped by ongoing research, 
regulatory decisions, and the preferences of 
consumers. As we navigate this evolving land-
scape, the need for con� nued dialogue and in-
formed decision-making cannot be overstated. 
The debate over GMOs is far from over, and 
it will con� nue to be a signifi cant topic in the 
realms of science, agriculture, and public policy 
for years to come.

Credit: ChatGPT, chat.openai.com

Gene� cally Engineered Food: A Hot Debate 
on the Plate of Human Consump� on
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Investi gati ve Correspondent

  Everyone in Hoedspruit is now blatantly 
aware of the serious sewage problem that 
has enveloped the town in the last month 
– not that it was ever absent! Where is it 
off  to now?
  
The current issue
  It is now the sewage has literally and cat-
egorically ‘hit the fan’. This is not, by any 
‘stench’ of the imagina� on, something that 
can be fi xed speedily – in fact Mopani Dis-
trict Municipality needs to get their ‘A’ into 
‘G’ and get down and dirty! It is now � me, 
and we as a community need to start to get 
more ac� ve and exert as much pressure as 
we can on them to get a move on.
  
Municipal status
  If the sewage problem lies fi rmly at their 
(Mopani District Municipality) door, and 
there has been con� nual eff orts by the DA 
and the Hoedspruit Chamber (and others) to 
get things moving (what looks like and feels 
like a fruitless undertaking), why are years 
going by and NOTHING is being done about 
it? Is it through incompetence, lack of under-
standing, a lack of funds, not actually having 
any clue of what to do, or just simply a lack 
of interest (because there is actually work to 
be done)? 
  It is understood that Maruleng Municipality 
has nothing really to do with either the wa-
ter (from the Air Force Base) or the sewage 
– this is a Mopani District Municipality man-
aged ma� er. The Air Force Base co-operates 
as best they can and assists where they can – 
Mopani however seem to be absolutely use-
less when approached for feedback or ac� on 
– they do not know what they are doing! The 
only person that has any idea is Mr Petrus 
Ngobeni (the Manager of Maruleng Water 
and Sanita� on) – but he only deals with is-
sues in the town itself. He is not responsible 
for any pump sta� on or the pipeline to Drak-
ensig. He will deal with water and sewage 
problems “in the streets”, so as to speak.
  With horror it was ascertained that there 
are no plans or details of where the sewage 
pipes (or water pipes) run in and around 
Hoedspruit – those details ‘have been lost’! 
The only person that seems to understand 
the system in town is Chris Dreyer from Drain 
Surgeon. He always helps if and when he can 
but is also limited in terms of what he can do 
from an equipment capability perspec� ve. It 
is probable that this issue is just too big and 
needs municipal, if not na� onal interven� on.
  
The ‘idiots guide’ 
  La Bamba pump sta� on pumps sewage to 
the Leguaan street pump sta� on. That pump 
sta� on also gets sewage from other areas of 
town. At the pump sta� on there is a shred-
ding dam that treats the sewage to make it 
easier to pump to Drakensig (the Air Force 
Base purifi ca� on plant). This shredding dam, 
however, has been out of commission for 
years. The result is that the dam fi lls up with 
sewage with no ‘shredding’ being done. This 
sewage then fl ows into two ‘pump caverns’, 
each of which has a pump lowered into it on 
a rail, by a steel block and tackle chain. The 
object of these pumps is to pump the sew-
age up the pipeline all the way to Drakensig.
  The pipeline to Drakensig is three kilome-
tres long but has NO manholes along that 
stretch. As men� oned before, the added 
problem is that no one really knows (due to 
a lack of plans) where the pipeline is! There 
is only one access point above the Kamagelo 
centre, but a� er that the pipeline posi� on is 
a mystery.
  Back to the pumps - the problem is that 
one of the pumps is out of service because 
the block and tackle chain has been dropped 
into one of the pits where a pump is and has 
never been extracted. The fear (supposedly) 
is that if the pump is ac� vated it will break 
because it will become entangled with the 
chain. Why no one has lowered an industrial 
magnet to pull the chain out is not known – 

“The Idiots guide to sewage”

and because of the sheer volume of sewage, 
it appears that the pit in ques� on cannot be 
drained to raise the pump and reconnect the 
block and tackle, to reposi� on the pump! 
  The other pit has a pump that was not quite 
aligned, so there was a problem pumping 
the sewage up the pipeline. This resulted in 
another temporary pipe being laid to facili-
tate more effi  cient pumping from this pit. 
  The pump sta� on can work at 100% with 
one pump opera� onal if there is a rota� on 
back and forth between pumps to share 
the load. This is not rocket science, to un-
derstand that this facility, opera� ng on only 
one pump, which is used con� nuously with 
no ‘off  � me’, creates the scenario where it’s 
only a ma� er of � me before that pump fal-
ters through overuse.
  Back to the shredder – because this is out 
of commission, the sewage being ‘dumped’ 
into the pits for pumping has not been 
shredded and is therefore bulky, and not the 
consistency that should be pumped through 
the pipeline. This poses a huge problem and 
likelihood of a blockage – in a pipeline whose 
posi� on is not known and has no manholes 
through which to access it!
  And this is exactly what has happened! The 
pipe from the Leguaan pump sta� on is now 
blocked. The result is that no sewage can be 
pumped out of that pump sta� on, and it has 
now fi lled up and con� nues to have sewage 
fl owing into the sta� on – the dam fi lls, the 
pits are full, and the only course for the sew-
age to fl ow is out of the pump sta� on and 
into ‘poopspruit’, into Raptors View Estate, 
through Southern Cross School and into Os-
prey Dam on Raptors View Estate.
  This is not only a dire situa� on, but is a very 
serious one, which has resulted in a resident 
of Raptors View Estate having samples taken 
and tested – it seems that nothing was being 
done in terms of sampling by the estate, the 
school or the municipali� es! 
  
The immediate issue is threefold
  Firstly, the Leguaan pump sta� on is operat-
ing on one pump only and cannot con� nue 
to cope with the deluge of sewage from the 
town without rota� on of the pumps at the 
pump sta� on. 
  Secondly, there is now a blockage in the 
pipe to Drakensig, and save for a stroke of 
luck, this will be very, very diffi  cult to fi nd 
should the blockage not be in close vicinity 
to the pump sta� on. The lack of manholes 
on the three-kilometre stretch of pipe poses 
huge problems.
  Thirdly, a contribu� ng factor to this disas-
ter is the fact that load shedding hampers 
the sewage pumping process. This would be 
quite simply solved if the generator, which 
is housed close to the pump sta� on was in 
working order. This generator has not been 
working for many years (it may or may not 
be in working order), but the problem is 
that the automa� c switch-over to generator 
power from Eskom power, at � mes of load 
shedding, is broken.
  It seems that Hoedspruit town now faces 

a lengthy � me period un� l this ma� er is 
properly and fi nally solved, unless the Lim-
popo and/or the Na� onal government get 
involved and ac� on a repair process or up-
grade (preferably) as a ma� er of urgency. 
Right now, they are literally fl oundering in 
the dark.
  
Water tests
  The results of the independent water tests 
have been shared with the relevant par� es 
involved. These tests have revealed that 
there are serious pathogens in the sewage 
overfl ow, but thankfully this is a localised. 
We are not only talking about a poten� al 
dire consequence for us humans, but also a 
poten� al devasta� ng eff ect on the wildlife in 
the area.
  There has been ac� on by Raptors View Es-
tate and Southern Cross School in adding a 
bacterial/enzyma� c treatment to oxygen-
ate the sewage, to temporarily depress the 
pathogen status and the odour. It also aids 
in the faster degrada� on of the effl  uent. This 
was purchased from a company, Biochem, in 
KwaZulu Natal who had dealt with sewage 
spills in the past, and so have ample experi-
ence in this fi eld. The chemical applica� on (a 
‘brick’ placed in the fl ow below the causeway 
near the pump sta� on), will lead to an algal 
bloom which will then be contained and con-
trolled by further applica� ons of chemicals 
to target ammonia and nitrites (by-products 
of the degrada� on process), un� l normal-
ity is achieved. It must be stressed that the 
chemicals used had the caveat prior to pur-
chase of being environmentally safe and 
friendly. This may well be an ongoing inter-
ven� on un� l the sewage overfl ow problem 
is solved.
  Many agencies have got involved includ-
ing Afriforum, Raptors View Estate, the DA, 
the Chamber of Commerce, Maruleng Mu-
nicipality, Mopani District Municipality, and 
the Department of Water and Sanita� on 
from Mpumalanga. One may ques� on why 
Mpumalanga is involved? It is simply because 
of the Lower Olifants Catchment Manage-
ment Forum being run out of Mpumalanga, 
and because of the seriousness of the situa-
� on (which they realise), they are involved 
because of their management of that catch-
ment area. It boils down to a situa� on that 
at all costs they need to prevent pollu� on in 
the wider lower Oliphants catchment area 
– and how about Hoedspruit itself?! Clearly 
the Lower Olifants Catchment Management 
Forum view this as enough of a threat to be 
involved.
  
On the other side of the hill – another ‘leak’
  It is well known that the purifi ca� on plant 
at the Air Force Base is running well beyond 
100% capacity, and it is patently not coping. 
In fact, the sewage is fl owing from the plant 
and onto the next-door farm. Of course, be-
ing like water, the sewage seeks the line of 
least resistance and fl ows down a drainage 
line into a dam. From there is fl ows out and 
con� nues down the drainage line and into 

another dam and eventually into a dam near 
Parma Nursery. It seems that Parma Nursery 
built the dam to irrigate their plants, but the 
water quality was so bad it was never used. 
The ou� low from that dam is clearly pol-
luted and smells of sewage. On inspec� on, 
dead fi sh were seen in the stream below the 
dam, and bleached algae hinted at seriously 
contaminated water.
  The problem clearly has two prongs to it 
– the problem in town and the problem at 
the Air Force Base. They are as important 
as each other, but it is believed that the Air 
Force Base is doing their part in providing so-
lu� ons to their side of the problem – it’s now 
up to us to fi nd proper solu� ons on our side 
of the fence.
  
A worrisome conclusion
  Thankfully we have the likes of Ms. Marie 
Helm on our side, and it is with her dedica-
� on and for� tude (together with others), 
that this problem has now been escalated to 
the Department of Water Aff airs and Sani-
ta� on on a na� onal level. We thank all the 
individuals involved for their eff orts. At the 
� me of going to print Hoedspruit waits in an-
� cipa� on for some eff ec� ve solu� ons.
  At the � me of wri� ng this ar� cle, it was ad-
vised that the Department of Water Aff airs 
and Sanita� on in Giyani had joined the fray, 
and had spoken to Mopani District Munici-
pality (Dr Shilowa) who confi rmed that they 
- Mopani - were sending a contractor (PSP) 
to deal with the problem. Of course, the 
million-dollar ques� on is when does that 
contractor turn up? Will it in fact be that 
contractor or will they palm it onto someone 
else? Hopefully by the � me you read this, 
the contractor (whoever that may be) will 
have come and gone.
  This problem is not going to go away unless 
there is a serious commitment, ac� on, and 
a refurbishing of the current infrastructure – 
it’s as simple as that. We cannot ‘fi x’ today 
what will con� nue to be a problem tomor-
row.
  In the mean� me, the sewage fl ows con� n-
ue unabated. The stench remains unbear-
able. The likelihood of disease is looming 
precariously on the precipice. Municipal ac-
� on is limited, and we wait …… Christmas is 
around the corner, and the possible knock-
on eff ect to our economy in Hoedspruit 
and the surrounds, might rest fi rmly on the 
shoulders of those that are indiff erent and 
possibly incapable.

Parma Dam                                                                                         Image supplied

Poepspruit, Raptors View (top) and 
dead fi sh below Parma dam                                                                                          
                                      Images supplied
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Fast Heroes 2023 campaign: calling on South African 
primary schools to help save lives
 Building on the success of its 2022 pilot 
campaign in the Western and Eastern Cape 
provinces, the award-winning health educa-
� on ini� a� ve, FAST Heroes, is gearing up for 
its 2023 campaign, invi� ng primary schools 
na� onwide to register and help save lives.
  Endorsed and supported by the World 
Stroke Organisa� on, FAST Heroes has an 
important mission: to enlist a million young 
heroes who will play a crucial role in safe-
guarding their grandparents from the poten-
� al impact of a stroke. Designed for primary 
school children aged 5 to 9 years, this com-
pelling campaign aims to equip them with 
the ability to recognise stroke symptoms 
and understand the urgency of immediate 
ac� on – to call an ambulance. 
  Through a 5-week curriculum, facilitated by 
teachers and involving weekly ac� vi� es and 
reinforcement, children learn and internalise 
the signs of a stroke and the steps to take 
during a stroke emergency. The educa� onal 
resources within the FAST Heroes program 
are designed to cap� vate young minds. They 
are interac� ve, engaging, and fun. Beyond 
impar� ng life-saving skills, the program also 
nurtures values such as empathy and com-
passion.
  “Sta� s� cs show that stroke is a serious con-
cern in South Africa and globally, ranking as 
the second leading cause of death and the 

third leading cause of disability worldwide. 
Unfortunately, many stroke vic� ms don’t 
receive � mely medical care due to a lack 
of awareness about the key signs. Children 
hold the power to change this by educa� ng 
their families,” emphasises Prof Naidoo, CEO 
of the Heart and Stroke Founda� on South 
Africa.
  Embracing their inherent passion for learn-
ing and sharing, children are encouraged 
to become health advocates and “superhe-
roes” within their families, par� cularly with 
their beloved grandparents. The primary fo-
cus is on empowering them to educate their 
families, par� cularly their grandparents, 
about the signs of a stroke and the impor-
tance of quickly calling an ambulance. 
  The campaign introduces children to the 
three most prevalent stroke symptoms 
through the engaging analogy of “the evil 
Clot” striking. Guided by a cast of animat-
ed characters including re� red superhero 
grandparents and their grandchildren - Tim-
my and Tanya, children become adept at 
iden� fying the three key signs of a stroke: 
facial drooping, arm weakness, and speech 
impairment.
  The characters emphasise the importance 
of promptly calling an ambulance. This vital 
process gave rise to the acronym FAST, re-
fl ec� ng the symptoms of a stroke and the ur-

gency of ge�  ng prompt medical a� en� on. 
  During the pilot program in 2022, Nina 
Ras from Brackenfell Primary School in the 
Western Cape was a fi nalist for the Teacher’s 
Award. She received recogni� on as South 
Africa’s Teacher of the Year for her unwaver-
ing dedica� on to the campaign. With Nina’s 
guidance, over 500 learners par� cipated in 
the FAST Heroes ini� a� ve.
  Nina shared her insights about the pro-
gram, “Being part of the FAST Heroes cam-
paign has been a rewarding experience. Wit-
nessing the enthusiasm and dedica� on of 
our young learners as they become agents 
of change is truly inspiring.” 
  The FAST Heroes campaign was conceptu-
alised by the Department of Educa� on and 
Social Policy at the University of Macedonia 
in Europe. The campaign’s implementa� on 
in South Africa is made possible through the 
support of the Angels Ini� a� ve by Boehring-
er Ingelheim. The Heart and Stroke Foun-
da� on South Africa (HSFSA), a non-profi t 
organisa� on, is the chosen local partner for 
this ini� a� ve.
  Renathe Van Der Merwe, the na� onal co-
ordinator for Fast Heroes, says “With global 
stroke fi gures on the rise, recognising stroke 
symptoms and knowing how to respond are 
vital life-skills. Children serve as excep� onal 
messengers for dissemina� ng this crucial 

message to adults around them. I extend a 
challenge to schools to join forces; together, 
we can make a transforma� ve diff erence 
and save lives, one grandparent at a � me!”
Keep an eye on the FAST Heroes social me-
dia pages to fi nd out when the next webinar 
will be hosted. Schools can join these webi-
nars for an introduc� on to FAST Heroes.
To learn more about this life-changing cam-
paign or to register, please visit  www.fas-
theroes.com
https://www.facebook.com/FastHeroesS-
outhAfrica
https://www.instagram.com/fast_heroes_
south_africa/

Tanya, Timmy and Duke

Rates and Taxes – is your objec� on valid?
Hoedspruit CS

  Hoedspruit residents have gone to great 
lengths to make their objec� ons heard, 
a� er they received their latest municipal 
statements. Social media has been buzzing 
with outrage, threats, and boyco� s.  The 
ques� on remains, is your objec� on valid 
and what can be done?
  Let’s look at the lengths that the local mu-
nicipality and the community organiza� ons 
have gone to, to no� fy residents of the val-
ua� on process. Let us list the chronological 
order of important dates in the process:
  14th November 2022
  No� ce on the General Valua� on Roll (GVR) 
- the municipality put out a no� ce to prop-
erty owners about the compila� on of the 
new valua� on roll for 2023-2028 in terms of 
Sec� on 41 (1).  (A Valua� on roll is updated 
every 5 years.) 
  26th November 2022
  Valua� on Roll Update on the Hoedspruit 
Town FB page – Botha Lovegrove Inc wrote 
a le� er to explain the valua� on process and 
the rights of residents and valuators during 
the valua� on of a property.
  10th January 2023 
  Maruleng Rate Payer’s Mee� ng – resi-
dents were invited in December to the an-
nual rate payer’s mee� ng to ask ques� ons 
about the property valua� ons and proper-
ty rates. Out of the whole Maruleng area, 
only 48 people a� ended the mee� ng. Min-
utes were taken by HCS and distributed via 

WhatsApp groups.
  12th January 2023
  Courtesy Public No� ce – property own-
ers were requested to submit their queries 
about the GVR from 13th January to 12th 
February 2023 and apply for incen� ves 
from 13th January to 31st April 2023.
  17th January 2023
  Supplementary valua� on roll was circu-
lated on WhatsApp groups.
  18th January 2023
  GVR for 2017 to 2023 was circulated on as 
many WhatsApp groups.
  4th April 2023
  Public No� ce calling for inspec� on of the 
GVR – residents were invited to view the 
GVR and lodge their objec� ons from 14th 
April to 31st May 2023.
  13th April 2023
  No� ce on dra�  rates policy – The resolu-
� on of rates passed was made public and 
the community requested to comment on 
the revision from 17th April to 26th May 
2023.
  14th April 2023 
  Cer� fi ed GVR2023 was posted on the 
Hoedspruit Town FB Group.
  10th May 2023
  IDP/Budget Public par� cipa� on – Residents 
were invited to the mee� ng to hear about 
the new budget and give them a chance to 
raise any concerns or ask ques� ons. MLM 
and MDM offi  cials answered ques� ons.
  18th May 2023
  A friendly reminder by HCS was posted 

on Facebook pages to remind residents to 
check the valua� on roll and lodge their ob-
jec� ons before 31st May 2023.
  From the above it is clear that there was 
no lack of communica� on or invita� ons to 
the public to a� end mee� ngs, ask ques-
� ons or raise objec� ons. 
  The real ques� on is why didn’t residents 
raise queries or objec� ons during this � me 
– or show up for mee� ngs? To that, the an-
swer is unclear. An educated guess based 
on informal feedback is that the community 
has lost their faith in municipal processes 
and service delivery, so they don’t think 
that their a� endance or objec� ons will 
have any bearing on the outcome of pro-
cesses or policies like these.  
  This premise is incorrect but has been a 
tried and tested ac� vity for many residents 
all over South Africa. We believe our discus-
sions and complaints around braai fi res and 
on social media will change the outcome of 
issues and service delivery. But what infl u-
ence does it have if not raised in public par-
� cipa� on forums or via purposeful organ-
isa� ons? The simple answer is NONE.  
  HCS has opened its doors during their 
launch in March, to businesses and resi-
dents, to join forces in defending public and 
municipal policy issues. Residents are vocal 
about their support for HCS ini� a� ves but 
when it comes to pledging offi  cial support, 
there is but a few. We have said it before, 
and we will say it again…if you don’t join HCS 
we won’t be able to fi ght socio-economic 

injus� ces or join affi  liate organisa� ons who 
can fi ght the bigger fi ghts. Strength comes 
in numbers; it is as simple as that.   
  OK, that’s enough with the “If the shoe 
fi ts” a� ack. What to do now?
There are four things to do: fi rstly, ob-
jec� ons can only be raised for your own 
property(s) and not against the en� re valu-
a� on roll. Secondly, if you have raised your 
objec� on in � me and have not received 
feedback – the municipality has asked for 
� me un� l 30th September to send feedback. 
Thirdly, if you have raised your concern and 
don’t agree with the feedback, raise a dis-
pute. A copy of a template le� er can be ob-
tained from hoedspruitcs@gmail.com. And 
lastly, if you have not raised/submi� ed your 
concern, contact the accounts department 
or the municipal manager to ask what re-
course to take, by providing them with as 
much informa� on as possible. 
  Once the feedback period has lapsed and 
disputes have been submi� ed, we will con-
sult with affi  liate organisa� ons on recourse 
for residents. We will never turn a blind 
eye to residents or businesses, but we are 
respec� ul towards the legal processes in-
volved in the valua� on processes. Pa� ence 
is a virtue. 
  HCS would like to thank the Maruleng Ac-
counts and Valua� ons Department and the 
Municipal Manager, for making yourselves 
available to answer ques� ons, provide 
feedback and assist residents.  The com-
munity appreciates you!
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Keen to save rhinos? Focus on their rear ends – 
Fred Kockott  and Matt hew Hatti  ngh

  Amid the increasingly bloody poaching con-
fl ict, a more nurturing approach is required 
to further rhino conserva� on, says a former 
head of conserva� on at SA Na� onal Parks.

  A name change at the age of seven gave Hec-
tor Magome the steel to face life’s ba� les on 
his journey to become a leading rhino conser-
va� onist.
  When the going gets tough, 62-year-old Ma-
gome likes to remember his mom, and how, 
when he was a boy of seven, she gave him a 
new name.
  “She sat me down, touched both shoulders 
and said: ‘From today you are Hector. Don’t let 
anyone call you by your old name’.”
  Hector, of course, recalls the mythical Greek 
hero of the Trojan War, a warrior revered for 
his bravery and honour. The name means 
“steadfast” or “holdfast”.
  Magome describes his mother – who as it 
happened loathed her own name, Le�  e – as 
both “an ordinary maid in Johannesburg dur-
ing South Africa’s apartheid era” and a “fi erce 
matriarch”.
She was a woman feared and respected by the 
family, including her own parents.
  “She had that aura of authority and the wis-
dom to know the power of a name,” says Ma-
gome. “My mother went on to tell me that I 
was des� ned for great things… She died two 
years later, but those words have stuck in my 
head. They have always helped me to take on 
many of life’s ba� les.”
And ba� les aplenty, there have been for Ma-
gome.
  The former head of conserva� on at SA Na-
� onal Parks (SANParks) has endured the board-
room kind, which led to his ous� ng on “spuri-
ous grounds”, faced up to the fi ght against 
rhino poaching, and overcame poverty in his 
own personal struggle to make it in the world.
  
Wide approach
  On rhinos and their preserva� on, Magome 
believes a wider approach is needed and he 
will be explaining how at the 12th Oppen-
heimer Research Conference, in Midrand from 
4 to 6 October.
The annual conference has grown since 2010 
to become an important event on the global 
academic calendar, showcasing innova� ve re-
search in the environmental and natural sci-
ences.
  Magome, who is one of conference’s key pre-
senters, will refl ect on a life� me’s work on the 
frontline of protected area management, the 
surge in rhino poaching and wildlife traffi  ck-
ing over the past decade, and how state and 
private sector partnerships can combat wildlife 
crime.

  
Magome shares the vision of the Species Sur-
vival Commission of the Interna� onal Union 
for Conserva� on of Nature (IUCN) that wild Af-
rican rhinos will thrive across the con� nent – if 
given the space, and protec� on, to do so.
  He is encouraged by latest sta� s� cs from the 
IUCN’ s African Rhino Specialist Group (AfRSG) 
showing that rhino poaching abated within 
most African range states in 2022.
  According to the AfSRG, the overall poaching 
rate on the con� nent is now below the 3.5% 
threshold above which popula� ons will de-
cline.
  “And let’s not forget,” says Magome, “that all 
the white rhinos we have in South Africa today 
grew from fewer than 100 rhinos in the 1950s.”
  At the CITES 19th Conference of the Par� es 

(CoP19) in Panama last year, the AfSRG report-
ed that by the end of 2021, there were more 
than 15 024 rhinos (2 056 black rhinos & 12 
968 white rhinos) in South Africa, making up 
68% of the total of Africa’s free roaming rhino 
popula� on, es� mated at 22 137.
  Rhino popula� ons have since gone up by 
more than 5%, says the AfRSG in a soon to be 
released report.
  Even amid the devasta� ng poaching scourge, 
the AfSRG predicts that rhino popula� ons will 
con� nue to increase in the various range states 
across Africa, in par� cular Namibia, Kenya, Mo-
zambique, Botswana, Tanzania, Malawi, South 
Africa, and possibly Zimbabwe and Uganda.
  But in South Africa, the poaching challenge 
has proven diffi  cult to solve, says Magome.
  When Magome joined SANParks in 1996, 
there were about 10 000 white rhinos in the 
Kruger Na� onal Park. Today there are barely 2 
000 white rhinos le�  in Kruger.
  
Dismayed
  Magome is dismayed by the failure of the 
state to protect rhinos in na� onal parks, mak-
ing them an easy target, for poachers.
  “All poachers know that the will to protect 
them is low,” says Magome. This is to be ex-
pected when “our law enforcement offi  cers 
can’t even protect women and children.”
  And he is par� cularly concerned about how 
vulnerable white rhinos are to poaching.
  Unlike its cousin, the black rhino, which is ag-
gressive and dangerous, white rhinos are “sit-
� ng ducks for bullets”, says Magome.
  
Bumbling giants
  “They are bumbling giants that even ardent 
big game hunters should fi nd repugnant to 
kill,” says Magome. “They tame quick, live in 
open areas, and do not run away (from peo-
ple), so are easy pickings for poachers.”

Reloca� on drive
  Faced with the poaching onslaught that was 
decima� ng white rhino popula� ons in Kruger 
when he joined SANParks, Magome began 
moving many white rhinos to private game re-
serves more capable of protec� ng them.
  “You don’t for� fy your house or property to 
fi ght a hurricane, you evacuate your valuables. 
The only solu� on was to move many rhinos to 
safer areas — a salvage opera� on,” says Ma-
gome.
  By 2014, Magome had overseen the reloca-
� on of more than 1500 Kruger white rhinos 
to private game farms where they served as 
breeding stock.
  Then amid plans to move an addi� onal 250 
rhinos out of Kruger, “puff ed up chameleon 
egos took over”, says Magome.
  “I was pushed out on spurious allega� ons of 
not having the authority to sell the 250 white 
rhinos… The SANParks board later withdrew 
the charges, paid me out, and asked me to 
leave.”
  He moved on from SANParks, undaunted by 
media reports claiming he had acted improp-
erly in overseeing the deal.
  
Rhino havens 
  “At the end of the day, I was proud of the role I 
played in helping establish rhino breeding pro-
grammes on private game reserves,” he says. 
“They have become an increasingly cri� cal ha-
ven for the species, and today support the larg-
est number of white rhinos on the con� nent.”
  Today, private game farms and communal 
lands conserve more than 50% Africa’s rhino 
popula� on.
  Magome says the sale of these rhinos had also 
helped SANParks buy up farming land to in-
crease the size of na� onal parks to make them 
ecologically viable.
  “Over a million hectares were added to SAN-

Parks. That was easy. Commercial farmers are 
businessmen who sold land when money of-
fers were good.” 
  
Controlled hun� ng
  On concerns that some private game farms 
that bought Kruger’s rhinos were involved in 
the sports-hun� ng industry, Magome, and 
the AfSRG, note that there are more black and 
white rhinos today in countries that allow hunt-
ing and controlled recrea� onal hun� ng than in 
countries that don’t.
  Although Magome is not an avid fan of big 
game hun� ng – “personally I would never 
want to hunt rhino, elephant or lion” – the pro-
fessional hun� ng does contribute signifi cantly 
to conserva� on, says Magome.
  Without this revenue source private rhino 
farmers and game reserves would lack the fi -
nancial incen� ve to keep wild animals, says 
Magome.
  He said this had already happened in the case 
of the largest white rhino farmer, John Hume. 
“He recently sold about 2 000 rhinos to re� re 
from rhino conserva� on”, say Magome.
  
Life journey
  At the � me Magome le�  SANParks, it had al-
ready been quite a journey for the boy from 
Bapong – “a village between Brits and Rusten-
burg, in the North West Province, where the 
Marikana Massacre took place.”
  Magome describes his childhood, one of 10 
siblings, as tough.
  The family survived on a li� le state pension 
from his grandparents and “a penny here and 
a pound there” earned by his grandparents, 
working for others in the village.
  “I was the only boy among the children. As a 
result, I was raised to do all the things that girls 
could do. That made me independent by the 
age of 12, and I was soon taking on part-� me 
jobs a� er school, including garden work or 
picking crops for neighbouring white farmers.”
  “A� er I matriculated in 1981, I worked for a 
year to save enough money for fi rst-year stud-
ies in BSc (Educa� on) at the former University 
of Bophuthatswana.”
  
Diligence
  “I knew that I was good enough to secure a 
bursary to complete my studies,” says Ma-
gome.
  He says his diligence ul� mately a� racted the 
a� en� on of biology Professor Michael Parr, 
who encouraged him to study wildlife and na-
ture conserva� on.
  “A� er ge�  ng my degree, Prof Parr designed a 
full-� me BSc Honours programme for me. As-
sisted by three mentors, I conducted research 
into grasses and the feeding habits of the white 
rhinoceros. Those fi eld trips ins� lled in me an 
undying love for nature,” says Magome.
  
Mentors
  These role models and other mentors helped 
Magome complete two, overlapping MSc de-
grees. One was at Wits University, studying the 
habitat selec� on and feeding behaviour of the 
sable antelope in Pilanesberg. The other was 
an MSc in Wildlife Biology at Colorado State 
University in America, fi nanced by a USAID 
Equals Opportunity Study Gant.
  “Armed with two MSc degrees, I earned my-
self the unfortunate � tle of being called the 
fi rst black South African to become a wildlife 
ecologist in 1991,” laughs Magome.
  That year, Magome became part of a team 
that converted 60 000 hectare ca� le farms into 
the Madikwe Game Reserve in the North West 
Province.
  He went on to serve as ac� ng CEO of formerly 
Bop Parks before joining SANParks in 1996.
While as ac� ng CEO of Bop Parks, he arranged 
for the fi rst fi ve white rhinos to be translocated 
(by road) to Khama Rhino Sanctuary in Botswa-
na.
  Soon a� er joining SANParks, he helped move 
30 white rhinos from SANParks into the Oka-
vango Delta, and they too have increased to 
over 2 000.

                                                                 Cont. on page 9

White rhino mother and calf. Mothers poached means calves orphaned – only the 
lucky ones survive                                                          Photo Leon Molenaar/ Flickr

An inquisitive white rhino – viewed through a camera lens, rather not the sights  of 
a gun                                                                                            Photo: Jacques Briam

Hector Magome
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Louise Pavid

  World Rhino Day, celebrated on Septem-
ber 22nd every year, is a global ini� a� ve 
aimed at raising awareness about the im-
portance of rhinos and their conserva� on. 
South Africa, with its rich biodiversity and 
unique ecosystems, plays a signifi cant role 
in the global eff ort to protect these mag-
nifi cent creatures. This year’s World Rhino 
Day comes with exci� ng news as African 
Parks, a prominent conserva� on organisa-
� on, has made a ground-breaking, last-
minute purchase of 2 000 rhinos.

  Established in 2010 by WWF-South Africa, 
World Rhino Day recognises the dire conser-
va� on status of rhinos and their importance 
in our natural world. It has since become a 
day to celebrate these incredible animals 
and highlight the urgent need for their con-
serva� on and protec� on within Africa’s key 
natural landscapes.
  Rhinos are iconic creatures, known for their 
prehistoric appearance and their vital role 
in maintaining the balance of ecosystems. 
Unfortunately, they face numerous threats, 

primarily driven by poaching for their horns. 
Rhino horn is a highly prized item in some 
cultures for its perceived medicinal proper-
� es, and for its indica� on of wealthy social 
status leading to rampant illegal trading and 
poaching.
  The celebra� on of World Rhino Day serves 
as a reminder of the urgency to protect 
these magnifi cent animals and raise aware-
ness about the devasta� ng consequences 
of poaching, not only for the animals them-
selves, but also the impact of losing this key-
stone species from protected areas. Rhinos 
play a vital role in maintaining the health of 
our ecosystems and serve as an indicator of 
overall health within natural landscapes.
  South Africa is home to the majority of the 
world’s rhino popula� on, making it a cri� -
cal player in rhino conserva� on eff orts. The 
country boasts two species of rhinos: the 
white rhino and the black rhino. Both spe-
cies are an integral part of South Africa’s 
natural heritage.
  Southern white rhinos are the most numer-
ous rhino species globally, and are primarily 
found in southern African countries, includ-
ing South Africa. These gentle giants play 

a crucial role in shaping the landscape by 
crea� ng water holes and clearing pathways, 
benefi � ng various other species. Their coun-
terpart, the black rhinos, are known for their 
solitary nature and are more aggressive than 
their white counterparts. They are brows-
ers and help maintain vegeta� on diversity, 
which is essen� al for other herbivores in the 
ecosystem.
  Rhinos are an emblem of our na� on’s 
wildlife heritage and are a major draw for 
tourists, contribu� ng signifi cantly to the 
country’s economy through wildlife tour-
ism. With South African Heritage Day falling 
on the 24th of September, there is no bet-
ter � me to celebrate our wealth of natural 
beauty and the importance our natural heri-
tage holds for the health of global ecosystem 
func� oning.
  African Parks’ recent acquisi� on of 2 000 
rhinos is a ground-breaking step in rhino 
conserva� on. This move demonstrates their 
commitment to protec� ng these endan-
gered species from the threat of poaching 
and habitat loss.
  The acquisi� on includes both black and 
white rhinos and will be distributed across 

African Parks’ network of protected areas. 
African Parks employ rigorous an� -poach-
ing measures and community engagement 
strategies, to ensure the safety and well-be-
ing of these rhinos. This ini� a� ve aligns with 
their overarching goal of preserving cri� cal 
habitats and securing the future of Africa’s 
wildlife.
  The purchase of such a signifi cant number 
of rhinos not only bolsters global rhino popu-
la� ons, but also underscores the importance 
of protected areas in rhino conserva� on. By 
focusing on habitat protec� on and manage-
ment, African Parks ensures that rhinos have 
secure environments in which to thrive, and 
promote the recovery of their popula� ons 
across their natural habitats throughout Af-
rica.
  As we celebrate World Rhino Day, let us re-
member that the survival of rhinos depends 
on our collec� ve eff orts. We must con� nue 
to raise awareness, support conserva� on 
organisa� ons, and work together to combat 
poaching and habitat destruc� on, ensuring 
that rhinos remain an integral part of South 
Africa’s natural heritage for genera� ons to 
come.

Hope for rhinos as a part of our natural heritage

not their horns – says veteran conserva� onist
Cont. from page 8.

  Through this, and other eff orts, Botswana 
became home to a signifi cant white rhino 
popula� on, says Magome.
� on, says Magome.
  A� er SANParks, Magome spent a year in 
Cameroon, followed by two years in Malawi 
and Zambia, where he was inspired by what 
had been done to combat wildlife crime.
  Malawi, once considered a capital for traf-
fi cking wildlife products, had eff ec� vely 
addressed wildlife crime within four years 
through partnerships between the state and 
various non-profi t en� � es.
  “Poachers and traffi  ckers were snowed un-
der by an avalanche of mul� -sectoral teams. 
This included changing policies and laws, 
through to working with the police at crime 
scenes to help secure prosecu� ons,” says Ma-
gome.
  “Arrests were followed with poachers spend-
ing � me in jail. No deterrent is stronger than 
spending � me,” says Magome.
  In stark contrast, in the decade from 2013 
to 2023, South Africa’s criminal jus� ce system 
has let poachers and traffi  ckers kill rhinos and 
traffi  c their horns with rela� ve ease, says Ma-
gome.
  The same applies to other environmental 
crimes, ranging from daily eyesores of li� er-
ing to serious water pollu� on aff ec� ng the 
en� re South African landscape.
  
Private prosecu� on
  Against this backdrop, Magome says he was 
encouraged by the ground-breaking private 
prosecu� on and convic� on in 2019 of Bri� sh 
Petroleum SA for building 17 fuel sta� ons in 
Gauteng Province without proper environ-
mental assessments and authorisa� ons.
  The case against BP was ini� ated by a small 
legal en� ty, Uzani Environmental Advocacy 
CC, set up by a lawyer, Gideon (Kallie) Eras-
mus. It was the fi rst ever successful private 
prosecu� on in South Africa of an oil giant for 
environmental off ences using our environ-
mental laws.
  “Through Uzani, Gideon demonstrated that 
private prosecu� on can indeed complement 
the State in fi gh� ng environmental crimes. 
The ba� le is not lost, and the war can be 
won.”
  Currently, the dehorning of rhinos is among 
strategies adopted curb to rhino poaching in 
South Africa.
((Photo: DESPERATE MEASURES: Photo © 
Neville Ngomane |WildShots Outreach))
  But dehorning is not fool proof - even de-
horned rhinos fall vic� m to poachers, says 
Magome. Neither is fortress-styled protec-
� on a viable long-term solu� on due to costs.

  Reducing the demand for horns is key, says 
Magome, who is likely to elaborate on this the 
forthcoming Oppenheimer Conference.
  And he may well quote Richard Emslie, a 
rhino expert for the IUCN’s Species Survival 
Commission.
  Emslie describes an� -poaching eff orts as 
a focus on the front of rhinos (to save their 
horns) as opposed to a focus on the rear of 
the rhinos (where they push out calves). “Fo-
cusing on their rear means moving them to 
areas where they can safely breed,” says Ma-
gome.
  “And if we improve policing technology, work 
with law enforcement offi  cers on collec� ng 
evidence on arrests, on sentencing, and on 
monitoring convicted rhino poachers (a� er 
their release from prison), we could signifi -
cantly reduce poaching,” he says. “What we 
need is focus, sheer will and determina� on to 
change bad situa� ons.

Rhino poaching on the wane since 2015
  There has been decrease in rhino poaching 
in Africa from 2015 through to the end of 
2022. This is according to a report soon to be 
released by the African Rhino Specialist Group 

White rhinos prefer herds which makes them easy targets for poachers                   Photo: Jacques Briam/Wild About The Wild

(AfRSG) of the Interna� onal Union Conserva-
� on of Nature (IUCN). The AfSRG has also re-
ported an increase in African rhinos from 22 
137 at the end of 2021 to more than 23 000 
at the end of 2022. These sta� s� cs are due to 
be released on World Rhino Day (September 
2023).

Situated on the border with Botswana 
close to the Kalahari Desert, Madike Game 
Reserve has become the fi fth-largest game 
park in South Africa, off ering visitors a Big 
5 safari experience over 750km². Magome 
directs Madikwe Futures Company (MFC), 
which raises funds to maintain the reserve 
from tourism and lodges. Photo courtesy 
of Flowcom | Wikimedia Commons.
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Once in a Blue Moon
Ben Coley

  For as long as mankind has been watch-
ing the sky, one object more than most 
has stood out in the gli� ering heavens. 
The Moon is the Earth’s only large, natural 
satellite. It was born around the same � me 
as the Earth when a Mars-sized object (we 
now call Theia) collided with our embryonic 
planet ejec� ng millions of tonnes of ma-
terial into our orbit. Over a few thousand 
years, gravity worked its magic, pulling 
together the debris and sculp� ng it into a 
massive sphere of rock that has been orbit-
ing us for four and half billion years.
  Its history and movement is complicated, 
but people have watched its rise and fall, 
and morphing of phases for millennia, using 
it to help with naviga� on, � me keeping and 
more recently, as a way of decoding the his-
tory of our solar system.
  Did you know that the words ‘month’, 
‘Monday’ and ‘menstrua� on’ all come 
from the word Moon (in La� n, the word for 
month is ‘Mensis’? It was the Romans who 
gave us the 12 month calendar system, as a 
way to reconcile the year’s periods with the 
number of full moons witnessed in a year.
  However, due to its complicated orbit, 
there are some� mes 13 full moons...it is 
this phenomenon that has given rise to the 
now common phrase, ‘once in blue moon’.
  In the modern world, this event refers to 
the second full moon witnessed in a calen-
dar month, and, as the name suggests, this 
only happens very rarely – only once every 
2 to 3 years. It takes the Moon twenty nine 
and a half days to complete this cycle, in 
what is known as its synodic period, and 
thus for us to witness it twice, the fi rst 
event must occur very early on in any given 
month.  
  The fi rst full moon last month was on the 
2nd August, but on the 31st of August, the 
moon completed its cycle again, gracing 
the world with the second full moon of the 
month.  
  This interpreta� on is a bit of a misnomer 
however, and the original defi ni� on of a 
‘blue moon’ stems from the farming com-
munity. The year used to be divided into 
four seasons of three months, based on the 
Sun’s movement as it passed from summer 
sols� ce to spring equinox, to winter sols� ce 
and to the autumnal equinox. When four 
full moons were witnessed in an astronom-
ical season, the third was labelled a ‘blue 
moon’.  
  It was only in 1946, thanks to a poorly 
worded ar� cle in Sky and Telescope maga-
zine, that the more modern defi ni� on was 
adopted. Interes� ngly, in a month with ei-
ther no new moons, or two new moons, it 
is known as a ‘dark moon’.
  

Monthly 
Blue Moons

Seasonal 
Blue Moons

May 31st 2026 Aug 19th 2024
Dec 31st 2028 May 20th 2027
Jan 30th 2029 Aug 24th 2029

 
This table  (above) shows the occurrence of 
the next three ‘blue moons’.

  It is worth no� ng that, for either defi ni-
� on, the Moon never manifests as the co-
lour blue, much to the disappointment of 
many excited onlookers. There have been 
a few occasions where the Moon has ap-
peared blue to naked eye observa� ons, but 
these are all due to atmospheric condi� ons. 
Volcanic erup� ons and massive forest fi res 
have been known to aff ect the wavelengths 
of light penetra� ng the atmosphere and 
cast an eerie blue hue upon its face, but the 
Moon itself never manifests with a natural 
azure glow.
  As another interes� ng, side-note, half of 
the Moon’s surface is always lit by the Sun. 
The only diff erence is the angle that we 
view it from here on Earth, and thus how 
much of the lit area we can see. When the 
Moon is full, the Sun is on the opposite side 
of the Earth, thus illumina� ng the Moon’s 
full face from our perspec� ve. As the Moon 
orbits Earth, its angle changes and we see 
less and less of the lit half, un� l the Moon 
is between us and the Sun (New Moon). 
When this happens, the far side of the 
Moon is s� ll up by the Sun, but we are not 
privy to this light un� l it passes the Sun and 

we see the lit area growing un� l full once 
again. This is what gives rise to the lunar 
phases we know so well. As the amount of 
light lessens, the Moon is said to be waning, 
and when its is returning to full, it is waxing.
  Full Moons have o� en been associated 
with behaviour, in both animals and peo-
ple. The phenomenon has been around for 
almost as long as the Earth and it is thus not 
surprising that life has adapted to its chang-
ing light. There are countless examples 
in nature of organisms reac� ng to lunar 
phases. Dung beetles navigate by the light 
of the Moon, taking a bearing from its light 
to guide their ball-rolling an� cs. Birds use 
the posi� on of the Moon to aid in naviga-
� on. The joint pine, or Mormon’s tea (Ephe-
dra foeminea) is a tree species found in the 
Mediterranean region that uses the light of 
the Moon to aid in its reproduc� on. It is a 
gymnosperm, meaning that it produces no 
fl owers, but is reliant on nocturnal moths 
and fl ies to pollinate itself. During full 
Moon, it produces a sweet, s� cky fl uid that 
glows in the moonlight to a� ract its suiters. 
  Perhaps the most famous example of 
organisms using the lunar cycle is found 

in corals. These amazing creatures only 
spawn once a year, just a� er a full Moon, 
when the water temperature is just right.  
They do this because the full Moon causes 
strong � des, aiding their reproduc� ve cells 
to be spread far and wide by the ocean’s 
currents.  
  It is worth no� ng again here however, that 
while the Moon causes our � des, its phase 
does not play any role in � dal strength. 
In fact, its � dal pull on our oceans is the 
same regardless of its phase. The Moon’s 
mass (and infl uence on our water) does not 
change at all as it moves around the Earth, 
but at full Moon, the Sun, Earth and Moon 
are all lined up in single direc� on (known 
as ‘syzygy’), and the combined infl uence of 
both the Sun and the Moon pulling on the 
same plane accentuate the aff ect.  This is 
known as a ‘spring � de’ and the addi� on of 
the Sun’s gravity causes � dal variance to be 
much greater.
  Due to the human body being made up 
of 70% water, popular culture has long 
assumed that the full Moon (with the ad-
di� onal gravita� onal infl uence of the Sun) 
can have an eff ect on our behaviour. The 
word ‘luna� c’ is derived from this idea. But 
many experiments have been done on this 
topic and no offi  cial correla� on has been 
found. This is unsurprising considering that 
scien� sts have shown that the change in 
gravity and pressure felt in our bodies at 
full Moon, is around a million � mes less 
than the pressure of res� ng one’s head on 
a pillow at night!  
  Despite scien� fi c evidence to the con-
trary, stories of erra� c behaviour abound 
so be on the look-out for werewolves just 
in case!!

 

The Moon Giant Impact Hypothesis Sept 23

The phases of the moon (top) - NASA, 
a brilliant image of the moon taken by 
Celestial Events (left) and a graphic im-
age of the tides (far left)- image supplied
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Brilliant bees that waggle with intent
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Don Pinnock

  It’s now common knowledge that bees 
communicate by dancing. But the extent 
of their intelligence deserves a hard look 
at just how smart insects are.
  
  Bees pose a problem. Not because they 
sting – all creatures have the right to de-
fend themselves – but because they do 
spherical geometry.
  This may be hard to believe, mainly be-
cause the arrogance of our species in-
clines us to think that those creatures 
most like us – vertebrates – top the intelli-
gence list. Insect intelligence is apparent-
ly unsettling, even for scientists. In really 
scary science fiction movies, the horrors 
always seem to be scheming creatures 
with exoskeletons – or no skeletons at all.
  Fortunately, an Austrian biologist, Karl 
von Frisch, was too focused on his work 
to worry about who he unsettled. While 
World War 1 loomed in Europe, Von 
Frisch was at the University of Munich 
studying the colour adaptation of fishes. 
When war was declared he retreated to 
his country home in Brunnwinkl.
  Strolling in spring fields, he got to won-
dering if bees could see colour. The more 
he watched the little insects the more 
they charmed him, so he set up some 
hives.
  “How do they know where the best flow-
ers are?” he wondered. With a glass-front-
ed hive, Von Frisch noticed that returning 
bees generated excitement among their 
neighbours on the comb.
  “It appears,” he wrote, “that in some 
way or another the first-comer must not 
only have announced her rich find to the 
other bees in the hive, but must also have 
led some of them to it so they might ex-
ploit it for themselves. What we should 
like to know is how they do it.”
  By marking certain bees with a spot of 
colour he could keep his eye on them in 
the melee of creatures on a comb. What 
he saw excited him. They danced. Not 
randomly but in very specific patterns. 
What did the patterns mean?
  He put out feeding trays, marked some 
bees that arrived at them, then watched 
them when they returned to the hive. Not 
long afterwards the feeding tray would be 
buzzing with bees. Some communication 
was clearly taking place.
  A scout bee encountering a tray near 
the hive would return and do a circular 
dance, closely trailed by other bees with 
their feelers on her abdomen. After a few 
rounds, these other bees would fly off, 
scout round, and find the tray. If the tray 
was beyond a certain distance, however, 
the scout bee would change her dance 
(worker bees are all female – the drones 

just drone about). She would circle first 
left then right, doing a little straight run in 
the middle while waggling her tail.
  Other bees would watch and follow, oc-
casionally making little “weeping” nois-
es, whereupon the dancing scout would 
stop and share her food with them. Then 
they would fly off in the direction of the 
“straight” run of her dance to exactly the 
tray the scout had come from. Von Frisch 
was astounded.
  How did the scouts indicate direction 
and distance? Herein lay the biologist’s 
genius. 
  He timed the rotation of the scouts and 
the number of tail waggles. The slower 
they rotated and the fewer times they 
waggled, the further was the tray from 
the hive. Eventually, Von Frisch could pre-
dict exactly where the bees would go by 
counting and timing. He had learnt bee 
language.
  His next conclusion was to give rise to 
massive controversy in the scientific 
world for several decades. The Earth is, of 
course, horizontal to a bee, but the combs 
upon which they dance are vertical and, 
generally, in pitch darkness.
  Scout bees, he said, transpose the solar 
angle into a gravitational angle. Up repre-
sents the sun, and the angle of the straight 
part of the waggle dance to the vertical is 
the angle between the sun and the food 
source. If they dance facing down, the 
worker bees “read” that as meaning “fly 
with the sun at your back, but angle from 
it according to my waggle line”.
  In 1927, he published his findings in 
a book, The Dancing Bees. “So little is 
known about the mental capacity of the 
honeybee,” he concluded, “it is better 
not to say too much about it. But with-
out doubt they can learn. And what they 
learn they remember – for many weeks, 
perhaps for the rest of their lives.”
  The book caused a storm. Many scien-
tists at the time believed Von Frisch was 
suffering from delusions. One university 
refused to publish the book; others re-
fused to use it in the teaching of etymol-
ogy.
  In the US, two eminent biologists set 
up elaborate experiments attempting to 
disprove the dancing bee theory. They 
failed: Von Frisch was right. 
  He would later win a Nobel Prize for his 
work.
  Building on Von Frisch’s legacy, research-
ers continued to discover abilities in bees 
that astounded them.
  Writing in the journal Scientific Ameri-
can, biologists James and Carol Gould, 
looking back at the debate, concluded 
that “the assumption that insects were, 
by virtue of their size or their lack of an 
internal skeleton, necessarily simple had 

frequently beguiled researchers into 
overly reductionist hypotheses.”
  Institutes for research into honey bees 
were set up in several countries and facts 
from open-minded observers mounted 
fast.
  Bee ancestry dates back at least 40 mil-
lion years and they have been socially or-
ganised into swarms for about 30 million 
of those. So they’ve had time to practise 
their communication techniques.
  A single honeybee, it was estimated, flies 
about 900km in her life. That’s equivalent 
to about 100 000 human kilometres or 
more than twice round the Earth.
  They are born with magnetite (lode-
stone) in their lower abdomens and 
therefore are virtually flying compasses.
  Although they were once thought to be 
deaf, highly directional ears have been 
discovered in their feelers. When a scout 
bee waggles it also emits low sounds 
rather like a small motorboat. It has been 
speculated that the frequency of these 
sounds communicates distance.
  The most extraordinary findings, how-
ever, remain the sophistication of honey 
bee navigation. It is all very well to navi-
gate by the sun but, as we all know, the 
sun moves. How does a bee take that into 
account when communicating direction? 
Even more puzzling is that, in terms of 
how a bee’s compound eyes work, it is un-
likely that the bee can even see the sun.
  Researchers found that bees use polar-
ised light. In space, the sun’s light is not 
polarised. But on hitting Earth’s atmo-
sphere rays are scattered and, by the time 
they hit the ground, the shorter ultravi-
olet rays have been forced into a single 
plane of vibration.
  They are polarised, but in a certain way 
– perpendicular to the line linking that 
point to the sun. So the polarised light 
pattern in the sky will encircle the sun, 
like concentric fences – the further from 
the sun the more it will be polarised.
  Bees see this ultraviolet light. They can 
look at any part of the sky, see the angle 
of polarisation, drop a line from that point 
to the horizon, estimate the sun’s azimuth 
and know exactly where they are. They 
can do this whether it’s cloudy or even af-
ter the sun has set. When humans do this, 
it’s known as spherical geometry.
  There are two other skills they need to 
get their geometry right: a good speed-
ometer and an absolutely acute sense of 
time.
  If this all sounds complicated, it is. Can 
bees do it? Evidently, and with an ease 
and accuracy that is astonishing. This in-
formation, plus the scents and tastes they 
gather, they communicate in their waggle 
dance and can direct sister bees accurate-
ly for up to 5km.

Bee specimen (above left), Karl Von 
Frisch. (middle) bee sitting on a fl ower 
(above)                            Images: Supplied
Waggle dance (left) Image: Marcio Rocha

  They’re even democratic. When they 
swarm, scouts will go ahead to check 
for suitable places to settle, returning to 
dance directions. After a number of bees 
visit the various suggested places, a “vot-
ing” process takes place until one site 
(generally the best) wins out by having 
more bees dance for it.
  It appears that all species of honeybees 
speak some variant of the dance lan-
guage, but with slightly different dialects.
  So what is intelligence?
  Intelligence is usually measured in terms 
of a creature’s ability to learn, anything 
else is instinct or luck. If all this naviga-
tion were hard-wired into a bee’s brain it 
would be startling enough. But bees have 
to learn.
  About 20% of all young bees that leave 
the hive for the first time get lost. Elabo-
rate experiments have shown that bees 
scout their terrain – a building, a tall tree, 
a pool of water – and memorise these 
positions in terms of their polarised sun 
grid, rather like a GPS logging position 
against satellites. Once they have done 
this, they remember it and never get lost.
  If they’re blown off course, they just 
shoot the sun, check their GPS, set a new 
course and fly home. If you move the 
hives, they build up a new map, which 
they do quite quickly.
  Japanese researchers have found that 
bees use learnt knowledge to detect 
poorly visible or camouflaged objects, 
and that they’re pretty good at memoris-
ing mazes. They even have associative re-
call: a whiff of scent can trigger the recall 
of an associated colour.
  In 1965, Von Frisch took his findings 
through another quantum leap and raised 
another storm. In The Dance Language 
and Orientation of Bees he pointed out 
that bees use symbolic representation 
to communicate. Their dance shapes are 
graphic representations of their inten-
tions, which are designed to communi-
cate with others.
  Though they only have a brain the size 
of a pinhead, they can create and under-
stand abstract forms which have social 
meaning. The only other creatures on 
Earth able to do that, as far as we know, 
are ourselves.
  This raises all sorts of thorny questions. 
Such as what is the relation between 
brain size and abstract thought? What is 
abstract thought? And if we put as much 
effort into studying other insects as we 
have into studying bees, would we find 
they’re far smarter than we imagined?
  Until we find out, perhaps we should go 
easy on that bug spray. The beetle in the 
corner may be pondering particle physics.

Previously published in Daily Maverick. 
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Snouted Cobra (Naja annulifera) from Limpopo Province. Copyright Johan MaraisJohan Marais
African Snakebite Insti tute

  The snouted cobra (Naja annulifera) is by 
far the largest cobra in the Lowveld, reach-
ing 2,5 m in length. It is usually yellowish to 
dark brown or blue-black above with a yel-
low mo� led belly but there is also a banded 
variety. Such individuals are blue-black with 
seven to eleven yellowish crossbars on the 
back. 
  Historically this was known as the Egyp� an 
cobra as it used to be a subspecies, but fur-
ther studies concluded that it is not closely 
related to the Egyp� an cobra and it was el-

evated to full species, hence the new com-
mon name snouted cobra (wipneuskobra).
  It inhabits arid and moist savanna and is 
common in Lowveld and bushveld areas. 
The snouted cobra o� en inhabits a perma-
nent home in a termite mound where it 
will live for many years. Though occasion-
ally encountered during the day it hunts 
at night, o� en venturing into poultry runs. 
It feeds on toads, rodents, birds and their 
eggs, lizards (including the rock monitor) 
and snakes, especially puff  adders.
  This snake is fond of basking in the morn-
ing sun, usually near its retreat and is quick 
to disappear if disturbed. If cornered it 

will li�  as much as half of its body off  the 
ground and form a wide, impressive hood. 
Like many other snakes it may also play 
dead, turning the front half of the body up-
side down with the mouth agape. Should 
one a� empt to pick it up, it may bite.
  Females produce up to 33 eggs in ear-
ly summer, and the hatchlings measure 
around 30 cm in length.
The venom of this snake is both neurotoxic 
and cytotoxic and may rapidly aff ect breath-
ing. Ini� al symptoms may include burning 
pain and swelling, but bites from this highly 

venomous snake are rare. In the event of a 
dog ge�  ng bi� en by this snake it may need 
an� venom and should be taken to a vet ur-
gently.

Johan Marais is one of Africa’s leading her-
petologists and is CEO of the African Snake-
bite Insti tute. He is a best-selling author, a 
compulsive photographer, and a travel ad-
dict. Check out the website on www.afri-
cansnakebiteinsti tute.com – get your FREE 
App on the link htt p://bit.ly/snakebiteapp

Juvenile Snouted Cobra (Naja annulifera) from the Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate, 
Limpopo. Copyright Johan Marais

Snouted Cobra (Naja annulifera) from Vaalwater, Limpopo Province. Copyright 
Johan Marais
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 South African trees of the year 2023

Correspondant
  
Common tree: Buddleja saligna – the false 
olive
  Buddleja saligna, commonly known as the 
false olive, is a remarkable evergreen shrub 
na� ve to the southern regions of Africa, 
par� cularly South Africa. This versa� le and 
hardy plant belongs to the Buddlejaceae 
family, which includes other popular garden 
species known for a� rac� ng bu� erfl ies and 
bees.
  The false olive gets its name from its strik-
ing resemblance to the true olive tree, 
primarily due to its narrow, silvery-green 
leaves and gnarled, twisted branches. This 
shrub can grow up to 4 meters in height and 
is well-adapted to a variety of environmen-
tal condi� ons, including dry and coastal 
regions. It can grow in poor soils, on hot 
mountainsides, either away from or close 
to water and is both cold and drought re-
sistant.
  Its small, tubular, fragrant fl owers, which 
range from creamy white to pale yellow, 
bloom in clusters during late winter and 
early spring, a� rac� ng an array of pollina-
tors.
  One of the false olive’s most appeal-
ing features is its ability to support local 
wildlife, par� cularly bu� erfl ies, which are 
drawn to its nectar-rich fl owers. As a re-
sult, it is o� en planted in gardens and nat-
ural landscapes to promote biodiversity 

and conserva� on eff orts.
  Furthermore, the false olive is valued for 
its dense foliage, which provides excellent 
shade and is o� en used for hedging or wind-
breaks. Its wood is also used for various 
purposes, including cra� ing, while its leaves 
have tradi� onal medicinal uses in some in-
digenous communi� es to treat colds and 
coughs, and the roots are used as a purga-
� ve. It is also used to make small pieces of 
furniture and fence posts as well as assegai 
handles. Overall, this tree is a versa� le and 
ecologically signifi cant plant, cherished for 
its aesthe� c and prac� cal quali� es.

The tree of apprecia� on: Leucadendron ar-
genteum - the silver tree
  The Leucadendron argenteum, commonly 
known as the silver tree, is an extraordinary 
and iconic plant na� ve to the southwest-
ern coast of South Africa and can easily be 
found on the lower eastern slopes of Table 
Mountain. Renowned for its striking ap-
pearance, this evergreen shrub belongs to 
the Proteaceae family, which also includes 
proteas and banksias. What sets the silver 
tree apart is its remarkable glistening sil-
very foliage, a result of dense, silky hairs 
that cover its leaves, giving it a shimmering, 
almost metallic appearance.
  Silver trees are slow-growers and can 
reach heights of up to 10 meters over sev-
eral decades. They are well adapted to the 
harsh condi� ons of their natural habitat, 

with a deep root system that helps them 
withstand drought and strong winds. The 
tree’s unique foliage serves several func-
� ons, including refl ec� ng sunlight to reduce 
water loss and deterring herbivores with its 
tough, prickly leaves.
  In addi� on to its visual allure, the silver 
tree holds cultural signifi cance as a symbol 
of resilience in the face of adversity, mak-
ing it a cherished emblem in South Africa. 
It is widely cul� vated as an ornamental gar-
den specimen. The dried female cones are 
decora� ve and the small silver balls of the 
dried male fl ower heads are used in dried 
fl oral arts and cra� s.
  Unfortunately, it is also classifi ed as a vul-
nerable species due to habitat loss and il-
legal harves� ng. Conserva� on eff orts are 
underway to protect and preserve this 
magnifi cent plant for future genera� ons to 
admire and appreciate its beauty and eco-
logical importance.

Tree for promo� on: Bolusanthus speciosus 
- the tree wisteria
  Bolusanthus speciosus, commonly known 
as the tree wisteria, is a striking and charis-
ma� c deciduous tree na� ve to the southern 
regions of Africa, including South Africa and 
Zimbabwe. This tree belongs to the Faba-
ceae family, which is known for its diverse 
and economically important plant species. 
Being a protected tree in South Africa, wild 
specimens may not be removed, cut down 

or damaged.
  The tree wisteria is renowned for its 
breath-taking display of cascading laven-
der-blue to violet pea-like fl owers that hang 
in pendulous clusters from August to Janu-
ary. These blossoms, reminiscent of wiste-
ria vines, earn the tree its common name 
and make it a sought-a� er ornamental tree 
in gardens and parks.
  Beyond its aesthe� c appeal, Bolusanthus 
speciosus is also valued for its ability to at-
tract a wide range of pollinators, including 
bees, bu� erfl ies, and birds, which play vital 
roles in ecosystem health. Its compound, 
pinnate leaves provide lush foliage and turn 
a brilliant yellow in the autumn, adding fur-
ther visual interest.
  This tree typically reaches heights of 5 to 
10 meters, with a graceful and spreading 
canopy that off ers welcome shade. Its bark 
is smooth and grey when young, gradually 
developing into a rougher texture as it ma-
tures.
  Bolusanthus speciosus is not only a testa-
ment to the beauty of African fl ora but also 
a symbol of its ecological importance. It is 
o� en planted as a shade tree, ornamen-
tal specimen, or street tree, enriching the 
landscape while suppor� ng local biodiver-
sity. The roots are used medicinally to alle-
viate stomach problems and the inner bark 
used to treat abdominal cramps. The wood 
makes excellent furniture.

Is the cheetah the fastest animal and is it a true cat?

The  trunk of the  false  olive tree (far left) and the  profuse  panicles of sweetly  scented, white  fl owers (left). The  silver tree (above) and  the  beautiful  tree  wisteria fl ower                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Images : Random Harvet Nursery                                             

  It is probably the fastest land mammal, some 
antelope species coming close, but it’s defi nitely 
not the fastest animal.
    Some dragonfl ies, bees and wasps can fl y at the 
speed of around 100 km/h, and some falcons reg-
ularly go much faster than 100 km/h, even over 
200 km/h in a dive. It is always diffi  cult to say how 
fast any species is, because like humans, individu-
als are all slightly diff erent and have diff erent ca-
pabili� es, but it is likely that the average cheetah 
can a� ain a speed of 90 to 100 km/h in suitable 
terrain. Higher speeds that have been ‘recorded’ 
are probably inaccurate or excep� ons.

A true cat?
  Yes, a lot of people believe that cheetah are not 
true cats and more closely allied to dogs because 
their claws remain exposed. This belief stems 
from the fi rmly entrenched no� on among lay-
men that if an animal has claws or nails that stay 
out, it is a dog, and if they are sheathed it is a cat. 
This is of course a simple conclusion to reach if 
one bases the theory on domes� c animals, but 
it is incorrect. Carnivores are divided scien� fi cally 
into two broad groups, namely cats and dogs, 
based on internal ear structure. Cheetah are very 
defi nitely in the cat group, but they have various 
features of their body that are diff erent from oth-
er cats as a result of their specialised lifestyle and 
hun� ng technique, where they chase their prey 
down rather than stalk and ambush, as happens 
with other cats. The legs are long for big strides, 
the feet narrow for less resistance when running, 

the footpad has ridges for grip like a car tyre, and 
the claws remain exposed to off er grip when 
turning. Cheetah cubs, when very young, have 
claws that are s� ll sharp, and they can thus climb 
trees if need be to avoid hyenas and even lions. As 
they get older and the claws become blunted by 
wear, they lose this ability to an extent, but even 
adult cheetah are able to clamber into fairly tall 
trees with upright trunks. In fact, cheetah claws 
are movable just as those of other cats, but to a 
slightly lesser extent with the major diff erence 
being that they are unsheathed.
  The dewclaw, up and away from the ground, 
remains sharp and is essen� al for knocking into 
the prey’s fl anks when the forepaws slap the ani-
mal off  balance. The other cats, all of whom are 
to some extent stalkers and pounces, have claws 
that retract into sheets when at rest. This is to 
ensure that these weapons - the principal means 
of prey capture - remain sharp and effi  cient. An-
other interes� ng diff erence between cheetah 
and other cats is the voice - they do not miaow 
like small cats or roar like large cats, but rather 
make a birdlike chirping sound that allows them 
to go unno� ced by their bigger enemies. They 
also purr, unlike lion and leopard. The cheetah’s 
uniqueness means that it is placed within a dif-
ferent genus called Acinonyx - probably derived 
from akaina meaning thorn and onyx meaning 
claw, referring to the unsheathed claws.
  Excerpts from ‘Beat about the Bush – Mam-
mals and Birds’ by Trevor Carnaby, Published by 
Jacana Media, Second Edi� on reprint 2018.

A cheetah licking its leg and you can see the exposed claws of its paw                           
Image : Canva Nicolas Dale                                                 
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BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

BUSINESS / SHOPS / SERVICES 
Celestial Events  079 575 0900
Chic Shack                                               084 381 7071
FGASA                                           011 886 8245
FreeGo Outdoor & Canvas  064 532 2057
Fruitful Living         015 793 3703
Kruger2Canyon News       078 979 6486                          
Kuku Interiors   079 503 0151
Love the Hoed   082 330 6060
Oasis                                                        073 892 4944
Ruggedwear                                   013 755 4627
SPAR Hoedspruit        015 793 2305
Tops @ SPAR  015 793 2069
Vehicle License Department 015 793 0838

CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL
BUCO         015 793 0560
Build It         015 793 0116
Creek Plumbing  078 870 7993
Coastal Hire         015 793 0971
Mopane Group  015 781 1571
Phillip Brink Architects  083 288 2425
                                            

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION
Drakensig Laerskool        015 793 3756
Drakensig Pre-primer        015 793 2401
Hoedspruit Christian School 015 793 2067
Lowveld Academy        015 793 3750
Mariepskop Laerskool         079 529 6071
Mariepskop Pre-primer        082 880 7069
Perspective Training College 082 787 4471
Southern Cross Schools        015 793 0590

EMERGENCY – HELP LINES  
After Hours Emergency Doctors    084 770 1741
Air Force Base Hoedspruit        015 799 2911
Africa Safe -T                                 010 590 6313
Ambulance AFB        015 799 2065
Alcholics Narcotics Anonymous     082 258 4602
Ambulance Airforce Base               015 799 2065
Ambulance Services Limpopo 015 793 1581
Ambulance Tintswalo        101 77
Ambulance Services Swift             060 528 2784
Farm watch/ Plaaswag        072 310 0032
Fire Brigade AFB        015 799 2172
Fire Brigade Maruleng        015 793 0536
Fire Dpt Hoedspruit                        015 793 0728
GKEPF Greater Kruger Enviro

Protection Foundation                    065 743 2224
Hoedspruit Clinic                            015 793 2342
Hoedspruit Medical Rescue           072 170 0864
Hoedspruit Paws        078 431 3161
Hoedspruit Town Watch  072 812 2172
   082 683 2835
Hoedspruit Farm Watch  072 310 0032
Hospital AFB Drakensig        015 799 2065
Hospital Nelspruit Mediclinic          013 759 0645
Hospital Tintswalo        013 795 5000
Hospital Sekororo Gvt-The Oaks   015 383 9400
Hospital Tzaneen Mediclinic          015 305 8536
Maruleng Municipality        015 793 2409
Medical Rescue                             072 170 0864
Med Centre Emergency No 084 770 1743
Protrack         015 793 2585
SAPS Station Commander            082 565 8253
SAPS General                               101 111
SAPS                                             015 799 4000
SPCA Phalaborwa                         071 519 7044
Victim Support Unit                        082 940 0651

MEDICAL & VETERINARY SERVICES
Counselling Ronelle Joubert 082 787 4471
DR Van Eeden (Dentist)        015 793 1876
DR D Verhagen  015 793 0606
DR A Polley   015 793 0606
DR Shivambu  087 260 1537
DR Werner Muller (Dentist) 015 793 1894
Hlokomela         072 698 6538
Hoedspruit Clinic        015 793 2342
Hoeds Wildlife Est Pharmacy 015 793 1427
J Coetzee (Clinical Psychologist)   015 781 0012
Kyk Oogkundiges (Optometrist) 060 548 5387
Med Centre (Dentists)        015 793 0845
ProVet Veterinary Hospital        015 793 0797

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
Century 21         015 793 1534
 

TOURISM & THINGS TO DO
Eastgate Airport        015 793 3681
Hds Endangered Species Centre  015 793 1633
Jabulani Elephant Interaction 015 793 1265
K2C Biosphere Region                   015 817 1838
Sky-Way Trails  013 737 8374

 See you at   
 the market 

   LOVE THE HOED     
         GEAR

adventures
ZIPLINE

082 825 0209 / 013 737 6747  l  www.skywaytrails.com

Wildlife Ranger challenge 2023

  Wildlife rangers operate on the very front-
line of conserva� on across Africa, rou� nely 
making personal sacrifi ces to put their lives 
on the line to protect the con� nent’s wild-
life and habitats. 
  Wildlife rangers are not just law enforce-
ment offi  cers, they are teachers, community 
support workers, mediators, researchers and 
so much more. Unfortunately, resources are 
not keeping pace with the scale of the chal-
lenges they face every minute of every day. 
  For the fourth year running, the Wildlife 
Ranger Challenge (WRC) sets out to redress 
this, by raising cri� cal funding to cover op-
era� onal costs, including salaries and equip-
ment, for over 10 000 rangers. These rangers 
protect threatened wildlife, and some of the 
con� nent’s most vulnerable areas, while also 
protec� ng communi� es and securing wild-
life/human coexistence.
  The WRC is the world’s largest celebra� on 
of solidarity, support and fundraising for the 
ranger profession. Ini� ated by NGO Tusk 

Trust in response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
in 2020 (the goal was to keep wildlife rangers 
employed through the crisis), the WRC has 
grown into an annual celebra� on of connec-
� on and camaraderie for the ranger profes-
sion. It also connects rangers and supporters. 
The global campaign #ForWildlifeRangers 
has created a united front for conserva� on, 
driving dona� ons to secure vital funding and 
connec� ng virtual race par� cipants around 
the world to run in tandem with Africa’s bio-
diversity guardians.
  Together with the Game Rangers of Associa-
� on of Africa (GRAA), and with the support 
of the Scheinberg Relief Fund, the WRC high-
lights the role of rangers and the work they 
do, o� en in hazardous condi� ons, and with 
low pay and few benefi ts. It brings together 
over 100 ranger teams across more than 20 
African countries, who run the WRC in sup-
port of one another. 
  Prior to World Ranger Day on Monday 31st 
July 2023, the teams of rangers across Africa 
started gearing up for this the fourth annual 

Wildlife Ranger Challenge. This mul� -million 
fundraising ini� a� ve features a series of fi t-
ness challenges and culminates with a 21km 
(half-marathon) race.
  This year, the Southern African Wildlife 
College (SAWC), who has entered a ranger 
team from the inaugural WRC in 2020, host-
ed seven offi  cial teams on race day, fi ve of 
them from the Kruger Na� onal Park. The 
teams were the Kruger Na� onal Park (KNP) 
Special Rangers, KNP Marula South, KNP 
Marula North, KNP Xanatsene South, KNP 
Xanatsene North, Southern African Wildlife 
College and the Black Mambas.
  Se�  ng off  at 06h30, the SAWC’s airwing 
and its K9 team ensured the safety of the 
par� cipa� ng teams, as did the support ve-
hicles. Each team comprised four runners, 
with the men in the team carrying 22 kg and 
the woman 10 kg of previously weighed rice, 
in their backpacks. Joining them in solidarity 
were four unoffi  cial teams running without 
backpacks. These included a Community 
Team represen� ng the Kruger Park Running 

Club, a Southern African Wildlife College 
staff  team, a Sabi Sand Wildtuin team, and 
a team comprising the Braveheart course 
leader with three of the course par� cipants. 
The route took the runners around the col-
lege campus located just south of the Kruger 
Park’s Orpen Gate.
  Under tough condi� ons and in the blister-
ing heat, the fi rst offi  cial team that came in 
as a collec� ve was the team from the South-
ern African Wildlife College comprising Clive 
Ngomane, Tebogo Malapane, Excellent Ubisi 
and Precious Malapane.
  
More about the organisa� ons involved
  The SAWC was established in 1996 and 
is based near the Kruger Na� onal Park in 
South Africa. It is a regional non-profi t, pub-
lic benefi t organiza� on, aimed at promot-
ing thought, leadership, and empowering 
people to manage and conserve some of 
the world’s most biologically diverse areas. 
It uses an applied learning methodology to 
deliver conserva� on educa� on, training, and 
skills development programs both on site 
and across the region. The college provides 
tomorrow’s conserva� on leaders and prac-
� � oners, including natural resource manag-
ers, fi eld rangers, guides, wildlife monitors 
and the community, with the skills needed 
to become partners in the drive to conserv-
ing our natural heritage responsibly and in-
clusively. 
  For more than 30 years, Tusk has worked 
to accelerate the impact of African-driven 
conserva� on. Since its forma� on, Tusk has 
boosted an impressive range of successful 
conserva� on projects across more than 20 
countries. These ini� a� ves have increased 
vital protec� on for more than 40 diff erent 
threatened species, and have also contrib-
uted to poverty reduc� on through sustain-
able development and educa� on amongst 
rural communi� es living alongside wildlife. 
Tusk partners with the most eff ec� ve local 
organisa� ons, inves� ng in their in-depth 
knowledge and exper� se. By suppor� ng and 
nurturing their conserva� on programmes, 
Tusk helps to accelerate growth from an 
innova� ve idea to a scalable solu� on. The 
charity, which has Prince William as its Royal 
Patron, has invested over $100m into African 
conserva� on since its founding in 1990.
  Founded in 1970, the GRAA is a non-profi t 
organisa� on and the oldest, largest, and 
most representa� ve ranger associa� on in 
Africa. As an organisa� onal partner of the 
WRC, the GRAA plays a cri� cal role in build-
ing networks of wildlife rangers, advoca� ng 
for their interests, and providing expert guid-
ance on ranger-related issues. 
  The Scheinberg Relief Fund is the found-
ing donor of the Wildlife Ranger Challenge. 
It was established by businessman and phi-
lanthropist Mark Scheinberg, and his family, 
in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. Its 
mission is to provide meaningful diff erence 
with strategic, high impact relief for individu-
als and communi� es in loca� ons where the 
family has a personal or business presence. 
The fund works closely with a network of 
trusted partners in key loca� ons across the 
globe, to iden� fy local organisa� ons, social 
benefi t projects, chari� es, and communi� es 
on the ground that have limited visibility.

For more informati on go to  htt ps://wildlif-
erangerchallenge.org/ - you can also see a 
google map for areas where all the rangers 
across Africa are running, and for any other 
informati on, contact Jeanné Poultney on 
email jpoultney@sawc.org.za

 Wildlife ranger par� cpants gathered at the entrance to the Southern African Wildlife College (SAWC). The rangers during the chalenge
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Images supplied

1. 12 turkeys, 13 geese, 
     and 75 chickens
2. vile, evil, veil, live
3. a man in love in 
    between hope and fear
4. one word

5.First he takes the goose over, and  
    returns and takes the fox over.  
    Then he takes the goose back,  
    and then he takes the corn over; 
    a� er which, he returns and takes 
    the goose over again.
6. LOVE

Puzzle answers

Participants crossing the finish line (top) 
and others making their way en- route 
(right). Riders relaxing (above)
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Did youDid you  
know?know?WHY BEES WHY BEES 

MAT T ERMAT T ER According 
to Albert 

Einstein, if 
bees were 

to disappear 
from the 

Earth, humans 
would only 
survive for 

4 years!

85%

1/3

100

of plants exist 
because of bees

more than

types of plants are 
pollinated by bees 

The number of  plant species that rely on bees for 
pollination is actually much higher than 100; it's 
estimated to be in the thousands. Bees are among 
the most effective and widespread pollinators in the 
natural world, and their pollination services are vital 
for agriculture and ecosystems alike. 

of all the food we 
eat depends on 

pollinators

Bee finds a 
food source.1.

Bee returns to hive 
to communicate.2.

Bees use the Sun’s 
position as a guide to 
find the direction of 

the food source.
3.

For every 100m from 
the beehive, the bees 

will ‘waggle’ for an 
additional 75 
milliseconds.

4.
The more the food 
source the longer 

the dance will last.
5.

The bee receives directions 
and the rest of the colony 

can fly to harvest the 
newly found supplies.

6.

Do you know about 
the bee waggle?

of our food of our food 
supply relies supply relies 

on beeson bees

# of crops # of crops 
pollinated pollinated 

in a day by a in a day by a 
colonycolony

300
millionmillion

major crops major crops 
are polliated are polliated 

by beesby bees

Beekeeping is Beekeeping is 
a significant a significant 

agricultural activity agricultural activity 
in South Africa, in South Africa, 

with a long history with a long history 
dating back to thedating back to the

75%

of flowering of flowering 
plants need plants need 

beesbees

1700’s’s
earlyearly

SAVE THE BEES

If you love the wilderness, and are passionate about conservation, then we have the perfect thing for you. Junior FGASA in 
partnership with Kids in the Wild bring you the new and improved Pangolin Course. The Pangolin Course includes a once off 
membership with Junior FGASA, a fantastic learner manual and workbook as well as the option to do on demand lectures with 
Kids in the Wild. Children can study at their own pace with Junior FGASA  or  with Kids In The Wild.  Register with Junior FGASA 
or Kids in the Wild today, to start the Pangolin course. 
www.juniorfgasa.co.za   |   +27 (0) 11 886 8245    admin@fgasa.org.za | 
www.kidsinthewild.co.za | +27 (0) 66 485 1956   info@kidsinthewild.co.za


