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Colleges - Anchor Institutions 
Fuelling Scotland’s Economic Success



Scotland’s colleges are vital civic anchor institutions, dedicated to delivering skills 
training and providing education at all stages of life and across the full spectrum of 
learning journeys. The tradition of formal education linked to the needs of employers 
in Scotland stretches back over 250 years, with colleges originally established as 
hubs of “useful learning” across the country. Over time, institutions have evolved and 
restructured into the dynamic network we know today.

Generations of people have been educated and trained at 
Scotland’s colleges, driving progress across industries. Where 
yesterday’s students mastered the mechanics of steam engines, 
today’s college graduates lead the way as renewable energy 
specialists. Scotland’s tradition of education as an inclusive 
and transformative force owes much to figures like Andrew 
Carnegie, whose philanthropic vision in the late 19th century 
exported a uniquely Scottish educational ethos to the world. 
Throughout the 20th century, Scotland’s colleges cemented our 
reputation as centres of technical and professional excellence 
leaving an indelible mark on global educational and industrial 
history.  The enduring legacy – investment in education – 
reinforces learning as a catalyst for personal and economic 
growth, lifelong learning, and societal advancement. 

Today, our network of 24 colleges continues to underpin Scotland’s success, providing 
the skills and expertise needed for the future. College graduates are equipped with 
cutting-edge knowledge in STEM, digital skills, and professional disciplines, enabling 
them to drive advancements in innovation, green energy, construction, health 
and social care. The positive economic and social impact of Scotland’s colleges 
is undeniable, playing a crucial role in societal advancement, building lifelong 
opportunities, and fostering economic growth.

Through an unwavering commitment to continuing education and skills development 
aligned to employment, Scotland’s colleges remain at the heart of the nation’s journey 
toward a sustainable, prosperous future, ensuring that education continues to be 
available locally, transforming lives and communities for generations to come.

Our Proud History



Building a Skilled, Inclusive Future

Scotland’s colleges are at the heart of the nation’s ambitions, 
delivering the technical and professional opportunities 
that empower individuals and communities to thrive. As 
we navigate an era of rapid change, colleges are uniquely 
positioned to meet the demands of a transforming economy 
and society. Our role is clear: to provide access to relevant, 
quality education that is agile and adaptive, that fosters 
innovation, entrepreneurship, and supports sustainable 
growth for the benefit of all.

Our Commitment to Learning and Communities

Colleges in Scotland serve a diverse 
population – from school leavers 
to working adults, and from career 
changers to those re-entering the 
workforce. Colleges offer a choice 
of pathways, where students can 
build brighter futures for themselves 
and their families. This commitment 
extends beyond success for 
individuals, helping to drive key 
societal challenges such as reducing 
poverty, inequality, addressing skills 
gaps and social justice.

Every person who enrols at a college has the potential 
to contribute to Scotland’s growth. Whether training in 
traditional skills, specialist skills, professional qualifications, 
renewable energy, digital innovation, healthcare, the arts, 
students gain the skills and confidence they need to step into 
high-demand roles and create meaningful change in their 
lives, workplaces and communities.



Driving Solutions for National Priorities

Colleges are pivotal to achieving Scotland’s most urgent priorities. Eradicating child 
poverty is a mission that colleges are actively engaged with, providing holistic support 
for the children and young people we teach every day, and providing parents with 
a route out of poverty into the workforce. We are essential partners in tackling the 
climate emergency, training the skilled workforce needed for the transition to a greener 
and cleaner economy. Colleges underpin the success of the NHS, preparing college 
graduates for vital roles in healthcare and social care.  And we support the digital 
revolution and AI, equipping learners with the technical expertise required to drive 
innovation. Colleges are delivering the talent necessary for sustainable, long-term 
progress.

Scotland’s college network forms a strong foundation across every region of the 
country. Colleges offer education and training tailored to meet local and regional 
demands, while simultaneously advancing national objectives and, in many cases, 
achieving global impact. Colleges, diverse organisations in themselves, are places 
where solutions are created, ensuring Scotland remains competitive, inclusive, and 
forward-looking.



Building Scotland’s Future Together

Scotland’s colleges are more than educational institutions; 
we are drivers of opportunity, aspiration, innovation, and 
economic growth. We provide the foundation for a skilled, 
adaptable workforce that can meet the challenges of 
today and tomorrow. Scotland’s colleges will continue to 
deliver transformative results for learners, employers, and 
communities, shaping a resilient, inclusive, and prosperous 
future for all.

The potential of Scotland’s colleges is immense, and our 
success will be a shared with the entire nation.

Sustaining Colleges for the Coming Decade – Leading the Way

Despite our critical role as anchor institutions, Scotland’s 
colleges are operating in an environment of immense 
financial pressure. To fully realise our potential, colleges 
require stable – and sustainable – funding. Investment 
in the infrastructure, resources, and partnerships that 
underpin our work is essential. The vision is clear: 
Scotland’s colleges must have the flexibility and capacity 
to innovate as organisations, and respond flexibly to 
emerging demands.

A strong, collaborative partnership between colleges, government, and 
industry, is needed to build this future. Scotland’s colleges are world-class 
institutions that transform lives and communities, recognised globally 
as role models because of our transformative impact and innovation. 
College leaders are committed to driving change and delivering results 
that align with the nation’s priorities.



Our Vision for the Future

In 2025, we will launch a Strategic Plan for the sector, setting out clear deliverables 
which lead to impact and outcomes aligned with Scottish Government priorities. These 
will also be linked to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. This Plan will 
ensure colleges remain essential to Scotland’s economy, and communities.

Phase One: Securing Investment and Trust
• Work with the Scottish Government and Scottish Funding Council to secure stable, 

multi-year funding, ensuring colleges can thrive and deliver long-term results.

• Build a new culture of trust and collaboration between college leaders, public 
agencies, and stakeholders, embedding a “Colleges First” approach.

Phase Two: Delivering Impact
• Improve outcomes for students and employers by simplifying student progression, 

removing unnecessary duplication, acting on skills reviews, and increasing efficiency 
and effectiveness through enhanced collaboration.

• Strengthen partnerships with critical sectors like the NHS, and across industry, 
addressing workforce needs and opening clear pathways to careers.

• Promote Scotland’s colleges internationally, strengthening our global reputation 
for excellence and fostering connections, particularly with the global Scottish 
community. 

Next Steps

With our unique strengths, Scotland’s 
colleges will continue to lead by example  
and support people at all stages of their 
career journey and contributing to a stronger, 
fairer, and more sustainable Scotland. 



• Grow Scotland’s 
economy:
By equipping 
citizens with the 
skills needed in 
high-demand 
industries, colleges 
fuel Scotland’s 
economic growth 
and productivity, 
creating a 
workforce that 
meets current and 
future business 
needs. 

• Tackle the climate 
emergency: 
Colleges are central 
to delivering the 
green skills and 
training required 
to meet Scotland’s 
Net-Zero targets, 
while also leading 
efforts to make 
campuses more 
sustainable.

• Support the 
recovery of the 
NHS: 
Colleges train 
vital NHS staff, 
including nurses 
and healthcare 
professionals, 
providing the 
skills pipeline 
that underpins 
Scotland’s 
healthcare system.

• Support the 
eradication of 
child and student 
poverty: 
Colleges provide 
accessible 
education and 
skills development, 
creating pathways 
to employment 
and boosting 
incomes in 
Scotland’s most 
disadvantaged 
communities. 

The content of this publication has not been approved by the United Nations and does not reflect the views of the United 
Nations or its officials or Member States.

Scotland’s colleges are anchor institutions that directly 
support Scottish Government priorities and the United 
Nations sustainable development goals

When colleges thrive, Scotland thrives.
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