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Welcome to the Modernism Week Neighborhood Tour of Sandpiper Circle 3!

Sandpiper Circle 3 consists of 24 homes, six of which are open for you today. Built in 1960, our circle is one of seventeen circles (1958-1969) within the entire
Sandpiper community. To this day, Circle 3 stands as a testament to architect William Krisel's visionary architecture and landscape design brilliance resultingin a
harmonious, sophisticated and timeless community set in what is a prime location against the San Jacinto mountains.

The allure of Sandpiper 3 lies not only in its masterful Krisel architecture but also in its three acres of his award winning green space with dramatically angled
block steps that gracefully traverse higher elevations, elegantly framing the unfenced pool and grounds, creating a visually stunning and inviting ambiance.
Krisel ingeniously arranged the flat-roofed homes of varying heights in a three homes per pod pinwheel configuration around the pool and ramada, strategically
optimizing the breathtaking views of the surrounding mountains while ensuring utmost privacy for the residents.

When you walk around the circle you will see unique features such as the deliberate positioning of all homes with "front patios" facing the common grounds. This
layout ensures unobstructed views, free from the intrusion of cars, garages, or unsightly overhead wires. Krisel's thoughtful design not only prioritizes aesthetic
appeal but also fosters a sense of community by encouraging residents to relish the serene vistas and communal spaces within this midcentury desert oasis. (Of
note, Circle 3 is well known as “the social circle” of all the circles.) Such meticulous attention to detail and innovative design elements earned Krisel a prestigious
landscaping award from the esteemed American Institute of Architects, solidifying the Sandpiper's status as a timeless architectural marvel.

We ask you to explore and enjoy our Circle 3 both inside the 6 tour homes and throughout the landscaped grounds. Make sure to visit the Ramada by the pool
which was restored 5 years ago, bringing life back to its original poured terrazzo floor and American Standard steel cabinets. The posts and beams were taken
back to the original Weathered Brown accent color that Krisel featured in all of the units in 1960.

Be sure to walk the various elevations to take in all the sight lines and enjoy the original breeze block patio walls scattered throughout.

Volunteers are situated throughout the circle to answer any questions you may have.

ENjJOY!!
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The Sandpiper is considered one of William Krisel's masterpieces. It is one of the
best remaining examples of a concentration of Desert Modernist architecture

in the Coachella Valley. There are 17 circles built over a 12 year period between
1958 and 1969. This time span makes the Sandpiper a very unique and historic
landmark, as ultimately it served as a true “design and build” laboratory.

William Krisel was selected in 1958 to design the Sandpiper along with builder
George Holstein and Sons. The project initially started as cooperatives and
ultimately become one of the first condominium projects that was designed and
built in the Coachella Valley. Bill was allowed to apply his skills as an architect,
landscape architect, urban planner, and project manager.

The early circles, 1 through 4, were completed between 1958 and 1960. The
homes were conceived as seasonal second homes and advertised as “own your
own luxury garden apartment”. Flat roofs were used along with post and beam
construction, which allowed the use of windows with aluminum sash, clerestory,
windows, and large expensive trim view sliding doors with Lucite handles. Krisel
developed shadow block concrete block patterns that were manufactured for
the Sandpiper project and then later sold by the block manufacture for use in
other projects. Circle 3 is located on the highest elevation of the entire Sandpiper
property and features varying elevations with striking angular block steps.

Circle 3 saw the developing community’s first shuffleboard court and the units
sold for $21,500 in 1960.

For owners and visitors alike, the Sandpiper has been referred to as a magical
place. This magic is a product of good, total Krisel design. Homeowners with

all types of interests and backgrounds generally fall for the simplicity of the
architecture only to learn over time how truly sophisticated this design really is.

Jim West, Sandpiper historian
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