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Reef sharks at a higher risk 
of extinction says latest study

Overfishing is driving reef sharks 
toward extinction, according to 
new study in the peer-reviewed 
journal, Science.

 The five main shark species 
that live on coral reefs — grey 
reef, blacktip reef, whitetip reef, 
nurse and Caribbean reef sharks 
— have declined globally by an 
average of 63 percent, according to 
the scientists of Global FinPrint, a 
five-year international study sup-
ported by the Paul G. Allen Family 
Foundation.

“These are some of the best 
estimates of population decline of 
widespread shark species because of 
the very large number of reefs and 
countries sampled,” according to 
Colin Simpfendorfer, lead author of 
the study and adjunct professor of 
Marine and Aquaculture Science at 
James Cook University in Australia. 

“This tells us the problem for 
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Sarasota 
Classic Car 
Museum 
evicted by 
New College

New College of Florida leaders 
issue eviction notice to 70-year-old 
Sarasota Classic Car Museum

Built in March of 1953, the 
Sarasota Classic Car Museum cel-
ebrated 70 years of continuous 
operation. The museum was given 
notice by landlord New College Of 
Florida as to the lease cancellation 
notice on May 16, with a timeline 
of the end of June.

The museum’s owner said there 
are 150 classic cars and around 
3,000 other historic items and 
memorabilia in the building. The 
museum sees around 30,000 car 
enthusiasts every year and is among 
the top-listed car museums in the 
state. 

Terrence 
Connor Named 
Superintendent 
of Sarasota 
County Schools

During its Special School Board 
Meeting on June 14, the Sarasota 
County School Board voted 3-2 
to appoint Terrence Connor – the 
current Deputy Superintendent 
& Chief Academic Officer of 
Hillsborough County Public 
Schools – as Sarasota County’s new 
Superintendent of Schools. The 
School Board of Sarasota County 
also voted 5-0 to approve the 
School Board Chair and General 
Council to start contract negotia-
tions with the newly appointed 
Superintendent of Schools. 

Mr. Connor holds a bachelor’s 
degree in Middle Grades Education 
from the University of North Florida 
and a Master of Administration 
& Management from Nova 
Southeastern University. He holds 
Florida Educator’s Certifications in 
Educational Leadership (All Levels); 
School Principal (All Levels); 
General Science (Grades 5-9); 
Mathematics (Grades 5-9); and 
Physical Education (Grade K-12). 
Mr. Connor completed the National 
Institute of School Leadership’s 
(NISL) Executive Development 
Program and holds an Instructional 
Coaching Certification from the 
University of Florida’s Lastinger 
Center for Learning. Before serving 
in his current role as the Deputy 
Superintendent & Chief Academic 
Officer of Hillsborough County 
Public Schools, Mr. Connor served 
as the Chief Academic Officer/
Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum & Instruction for Clay 

sharks on coral reefs is far worse 
and more widespread than anyone 
thought.”

Results from this latest research, 

which includes 22,000 hours of 
video footage from baited under-
water video stations across 391 

Take a walk on Longboat’s Wild Side

Sometimes, if I am stuck in traffic on the bridge, I must remind myself that people pay a lot of money for a 
view like the one I am looking at right now. Then I relax and take a deep breath, forget about the stoppage, and 
enjoy the gorgeous view before my eyes. 

If you are looking for a leisurely activity with great views on Longboat Key, there are several prime areas I’d like 
to recommend. Let’s start South and work our way North. 

We all know that Longboat Key is an absolutely beautiful island, 
however sometimes we forget to stop and smell the roses. 
Working about 80 hours a week, I am guilty of that myself.

See LBK Beauty, page 8
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Sharks, from page 1
Schools, from page 1 reefs in 67 nations and territories, indicates widespread overfishing is the main culprit driving 

reef sharks toward extinction.
“While overfishing and poor governance is associated with the absence of these species, they 

are still common in Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and places where shark fishing was banned 
or highly regulated,” said Demian Chapman, lead scientist of Global FinPrint and director of 
the Sharks and Rays Conservation Program at Mote Marine Laboratory. “Reef sharks can be 
important for human livelihoods through dive tourism and if very fished carefully. An invest-
ment in reef shark conservation can therefore be good for people, too”.

Sharks and rays are common in coral reef ecosystems, but as reefs are more heavily fished, 
they have become stripped of both shark and ray species or stripped of just shark species, leav-
ing the ecosystem dominated by rays. The loss of sharks could have an impact on the overall 
health and function of the coral reef ecosystem.

“People need healthy coral reefs,” said Mike Heithaus, co-author of the study and executive 
dean of the College of Arts, Sciences & Education at Florida International University. “We 
are seeing that when sharks disappear, that causes other changes in these ecosystems. Keeping 
shark populations healthy, or rebuilding them, is important for maintaining their roles for 
healthy reefs.”

 Early results from this study were previously used to update the status of four of these spe-
cies to more threatened categories on the International Union for the Conservation of Natures 
(IUCN) Red List. They were also presented during the most recent Conference of the Parties 
of the Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES), helping world governments to make the groundbreaking decision to better regulate 
trade in these and more than 50 additional species of sharks.

  “This means no trade should come from nations where the take of the species will threaten 
its survival,” Simpfendorfer said. “This study can be used to help identify those nations where 
such catches would be detrimental. We need to act now to stop widespread extinction of shark 
species in many parts of the world.”

 More than 150 researchers from more than 120 institutions across the world contributed 
to the research.

County District Schools as well as the Chief of Secondary Education for Clay County District 
Schools. He has also served as the Principal of Samuel W. Wolfson High School, the Principal 
of Oceanway School, the Assistant Principal of Curriculum at Oceanway School, and a 7th 
& 8th Grade Comprehensive Science Teacher at Oceanway School, all within Duval County 
Public Schools.

$20 million for USF Sarasota-
Manatee STEM Nursing facility is 
included on DeSantis’ veto list 

Gov. Ron DeSantis signed the 2023-24 state budget on Thursday, but not before his veto 
pen nixed $510 million in proposed funding.

Over $34 million was sliced from the budget for projects in Sarasota County; that includes 
$20 million that was proposed for a planned Academic STEM Nursing Facility on the 
University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee campus. 

It would be the third major building for the Sarasota-Manatee campus. 
Officials said the facility would double the nursing program, offer new healthcare-related 

majors, and address space demands in classrooms, labs, and research facilities. It would also act 
as a research hub for the chemistry and biology fields.

Architects and a general contractor for the proposed $61.7 million, 75,000-square-foot 
building were chosen in April.

Sarasota Powerboat Grand Prix 
Returns to Lido June 30

The 38th annual P1 Offshore Sarasota Powerboat Grand Prix will be held from June 30-July 
2 at Lido Beach, and residents and visitors can catch more than 60 powerboat racing teams 
from Europe, Australia, Canada and the U.S.

A pit party at the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall will kick off the festivities at 6 p.m. on 
Friday evening, with live music from Andy Velo, a live remote radio broadcast, food trucks and 
local vendors. Attendees will have the opportunity to meet the race teams and view the boats. 

The six-mile races will begin at Lido Beach at 1 p.m. on Saturday, with the qualifying session 
for the Class 1 powerboats at 2 p.m. On Sunday, the action will begin at 10 a.m. with the fleet 
of Class 1 boats on the water at 1 p.m. Races will be broadcast on CBS Sports Network and 
Bally Sports Regional Networks in the U.S., as well as on global sports channels.
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        PREMIUM CUSTOM       WEST OF TRAIL &
         HOME BUILDER             BARRIER ISLANDS

THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR • 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
YOUR ISLAND RESIDENT SPECIALIST

941-928-2922
NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY • 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236            53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236  |  #CBC1253416

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM  |  941.388.2021

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION                          $8,299,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac 
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,000 AC/SF, with an open concept floor 
plan,  highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be 
impressed.  Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY  •  6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE                               $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous 
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find.  Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF, 
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout. 
Architect  designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

LIDO KEY  • 159 TAFT DR., #206                                                             $2,699,000
Just listed- This coastal contemporary home offers attractive one-level-
living, an abundance of natural sunlight and boasts a full array of developer 
upgrades.  Desirable end unit with 3 BR/ 3 BA. Only 18 unique owners, 
perfectly situated between Sarasota Bay and  the Gulf of Mexico. 

LIDO SHORES  •  1212 CENTER PLACE                                                $6,649,000
Currently under construction. Spectacular location, steps to private beach 
and St. Armands Circle. This desirable, custom residence offers an open, 
bright, and airy floor plan with 5BR/5BA. Impressive 23-ft. ceiling in great 
room.  Fantastic outdoor area w/custom pool, spa, kitchen and lanai.  The 
residence boasts 4,750 sq. ft. of air-conditioned space with an additional 
1,500 square feet of walkable terrace area, including a breathtaking 
SKY-TERRACE offering 360 degree panoramic views of Sarasota’s
magnificent city and water views.

PATRICK DIPINTO

SIESTA KEY  •  HIGEL AVE.                                                                    $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this 
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf 
front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest 
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

NOW PENDING SALE

MOVE IN FALL 2023

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023
WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

 I am looking for properties on 
Longboat and Lido for my buyers.  

If you are thinking about making 
a move, let’s chat. 
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See Letters, page 6

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

Dennis Girard, Realtor
941.809.0041
dennis.girard@premiersir.com

Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
50 Central Ave, Suite 110  •  Sarasota, FL 34236  

 LUXURY PENTHOUSE

CASEY KEY WATERFRONT

2101 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #2504
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA | 1,358 SF | UPDATED
$1,599,900

105 CASEY KEY RD., #34
NOKOMIS, FL

3BR/2BA | 1,170 SF | ASSIGNED BOAT SLIP
$995,000

2109 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #1203
LONGBOAT KEY, FL

2BR/2BA | 1,463 SF | FURNISHED
$1,300,000

GULF FRONT LOT 
6489 GULFSIDE ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL

100’ X 210’ VACANT LOT
NOW SOLD - $3,995,000

GULF VIEWS

DIRECT BAY FRONT

3606 FAIR OAKS PLACE
LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

4BR+DEN/3BA | 3,842 SF |  24’ DOCK 
$3,475,000

JUST LISTED

  
5350 Gulf of Mexico Dr. 
(in the Centre Shops)

www.lazylobsteroflongboat.com 
(941) 383-0440

FEATURING:�
• Live Maine Lobster  

• Fresh Fish • Gulf Shrimp  
• Salads • Seafood Favorites  

• Ribs, Burgers & More!  
• Entrées Starting at $17 

• Early Dining & Happy Hour 
Mon -Sat  3:30 - 5:00 

   

follow the locals to us…  
inside, outside or curbside

Open for In-House Dining & Take Out
Lunch: Mon - Sat 11:00AM - 2:00 PM  

Dinner: Mon - Sat 3:30 - 9:00 PM 
Online Ordering Available for Take-Out 

AND Curbside Pick-Up!

Harry's features a wide variety of craft cocktails, an extensive wine selection paired with coastal cuisine. 

HARRY'S NOW OPEN!

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

A Longboat Key Landmark

Breakfast | Brunch | Lunch | Dinner | Catering | Gourmet Deli & Bakery | Corner Store 

Harry’s Grilled
Southern Peach
and Burrata Salad

Harry’s Summer Specials
            Mixed Up Monday’s Half Price Cocktails
  

            Steak & Frites Tuesday and Thursday Nights $34.95
            Wine Down Wednesdays 25% Off All Bottles of Wine
            Four Course Summer Dinner Prix Fixe $49/person 

St. Regis Parking Garage
To: Longboat Key Commission
You made the right call at the last Commission meeting, please stand firm.
The “Plan B” the developer will propose to remove one of the parking garage floors does not 

remove the primary objections to this multi-level garage structure.
It is a football field in length, two level concrete structure right on Gulf of Mexico Drive and 

another huge project departure. It is strategic incremental project departure plan creep and an 
ongoing negotiation with the Town, enough!

Apparently the developer has not figured out how to efficiently use the electric parking lifts 
they asked for in the already approved project.

That is not the Town’s problem.  Incidentally it is not a problem that cannot be solved 
with proper valet staffing allocation, communication and other operating procedures. Valet 
wait times certainly should not be considered by you as an argument for this important and 
unneeded amended application before you.

Common sense dictates that if you approve this application amendment you will be open-
ing the door to a revisit from this developer down the road for more garage levels to be added, 
larger events to be approved etc. etc. This and other proposed developments will be knocking 
at your and other Commission doors. What about the residents?

Longboat Key doesn’t need to over react to developer concerns but historically heeds and 
honors resident concerns as well as the Town Comprehensive Plan.

On June 20 please continue to stop this project’s dysfunctional incremental departure pro-
cess.  Again, it is about permanent concrete building mass in very close proximity to Gulf of 
Mexico Drive and is precedent setting for this development and others to follow. Most impor-
tant, this project needs more trees, less concrete! Thank You for your hard work and service 

to Longboat Key.
Bob Gault
Longboat Key

EDC of Sarasota County - Liliana Zindler
To: Longboat Key Commission
Today is my last day at the Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota County. I would 

like to thank all of you for a wonderful experience as the EDC’s Board Liaison for the past 
five years working with outstanding Board Chairs (Rae Dowling, Larry Fineberg, Art Lambert, 
Charlie Murphy, Joe C. Hembree, and Mark Irwin) – we navigated through a lot together!

All who know me will remember that any time I have the opportunity I have made sure to 
say that the EDC has an amazing Board of Directors made up by some of the most successful 
and thoughtful leaders of our community. I really cannot say enough good things about all of 
you. Thank you for the way you always made my work meaningful and pleasant.

I am excited and confident for Erin Silk to continue to lead the way in the business com-
munity. She is the one for the job! Congratulations.

Finally, I am leaving the Board Liaison responsibilities into Mary Bamer’s mbamer@edcsara-
sotacounty.com capable hands. Mary and Erin will continue to work with you and show you 
the utmost appreciation for your dedication to our vision and mission. Looking forward to 
seeing the continued success of the Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota County.

Liliana Zindler
Economic Development Corporation of Sarasota County

“Back To The Future”
To: Longboat Key Commission
Ladies and Gentlemen, in your deliberations next Tuesday on an amended application for 

a multi- level garage to be constructed almost up against and along GMD, please give heavy 
weight to the future of LBK development. Please do not allow the St. Regis brand “halo effect” 
to sway your critical thinking and consideration of this garage addition.

I have been on Unicorp’s side of the table in major theme park, resort and attractions devel-
opment planning and approval hearings.  Mr. Whittall is a very good and tenacious developer, 
as evidenced by the large condos and resort you already have approved and have risen out of 
the ground.

My considered opinion is that if you approve this garage, Unicorp will be “Back to the 
Future” soon after the successful resort opening and ask for probably two additional levels of 
parking and you will compromise, (sounds nice and logical), and approve one additional level.  
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

830 TARAWITT DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Just three lots to the ICW from this over 2,500 sf, coastal 2015 built home. Living area and kitchen open to the patio and contem-

porary pool.  The privacy of the second level offers two guest bedrooms with full bath, plus an extra lounge.

$2,995,000

$2,299,000 $1,995,000
793 JUNGLE QUEEN WAY | LONGBOAT KEY

Two-story custom-built, canal-front 4BR/3BA  featuring a 
private rooftop deck. Spacious open floorplan with 22’ soaring 

ceilings. French doors lead to an expansive back porch and 
screened patio with a pool and spa.

1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #601 | LONGBOAT KEY
Stunning views of the Gulf of Mexico and Sarasota Bay in this 
6th-floor condominium in Promenade. The desirable end unit 
features 2 bedrooms plus a den, all with full baths, abundant 

floor-to-ceiling windows and glass sliders to 2 balconies.

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy 

Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW.

$5,495,000

 5910 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Under Construction.  This spectacular,4,210 sq. ft.,  newly built 4BR/4.5BA, coastal contemporary waterfront home provides easy 
access to the Intracoastal Waterway, Sarasota Bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a three-quarter acre lot with 133 feet of front-

age on a 125-foot-wide canal.  

$6,295,000

$1,899,000

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME
524 HALYARD LANE | LONGBOAT KEY

 Country Club Shores - WATERFRONT 100 ft. x 100 ft. buildable lot. 
Includes 2BR/2BA/1,668 SF home. Perfect location for new construction on 80 ft. 

wide deep water canal. Close access to Country Club Shores’ beach access and the 
Longboat Key Club. Less than three miles to Saint Armand’s Circle. Highly desirable 
location on north side of 80 ft. canal for southern exposure on pool and outdoor 
entertaining space. Seller commissioned design of 4,344 SF contemporary home 
and considers property as lot value. Plans available. Renderings reflect one pos-

sible build option; new home not included in the listing.

NOW PENDING!
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Water leak
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip, if you could pass on to Isaac Bowman a job well done. His crew that did the water 

line repair on Ketch Lane in Country Club Shores were prompt, diligent and well qualified to 
handle the problem. It’s comforting to know that such qualified people are looking after us.

Gary Coffin
Longboat Key

St. Regis Parking Garage
To: Longboat Key Commission
It appears I may have jumped the gun a bit.  I am now being told the developer has not yet 

filed for the revised garage variance. Let’s hope they do not file at all, but just in case, you know 
how we, the residents of Longboat Key, feel about the concrete garage.

Jim Fanto
Longboat Key

St. Regis Parking Garage
To: Longboat Key Commission
I was pleased indeed when you unanimously rejected the absurd requested variation to allow 

the St. Regis developer to build an enormous concrete parking structure so very close to Gulf 
of Mexico Drive.  And congratulations on pointing out the developer’s devious tactics by 
pretending there would be mass trees and landscaping in front of said structure, by showing a 
rendering that did not include any sidewalk or setbacks.

As pointed out by Commissioner Williams, the Longboat Key residents are certainly 
“experts” when defending our Longboat Key aesthetics and future property values.

At this point all of you are aware the majority of LBK residents oppose this concrete mon-
strosity, if there is any question then perhaps the Board should postpone the final decision until 
all the part time or traveling residents return late next fall; then put it to a Town vote.  I am 
quite confident the results would be overwhelmingly against the garage.

This latest attempt by the developer to remove the top floor and add landscaping is utter 
nonsense. You must all agree the developer knew they wanted a parking structure from the very 
beginning, figuring the Town would roll over once the project was well underway.  There is 
absolutely no reason to now believe, if approved, the “revised” parking structure would actually 
be concealed by landscaping and not have an added deck at a later date.

I urge all of you to hold tough and reject this concrete mausoleum once again.
Jim Fanto
Longboat Key

Oysters at Bayfront Park
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton, Sarasota Bay Estuary Program Director 

David Tomasko
I just read the article in the newspaper about the oyster gardens deployed at Bayfront Park.  

Thanks to everyone involved from the Town, the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program, Suncoast 
Waterkeeper and our local Green Team as we try to do our part. We look forward to our 
upcoming major program with the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program at the Park and to future 
collaborations with our environmental partners.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

See Letters, page 11

  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

Letters, from page 4

EditorLetters

Possibly another Commission could approve more levels to match the other building heights, 
why not?  That is a typical and logical developer tactic, it is called incremental “development 
creep” over time.  An increased event capacity cap request, I predict, will be the impetus for 
their “need” argument in the not too distant future.

It is actually nonsense to try to show or prove the need for even the amended plan for 
a second level next Tuesday.  Why? Increased event capacity? No. Increased room count or 
occupancy levels? No.  Increased restaurant seating? No. So why?  Well, “business is going to 
be better than we thought”.

“Florida tourism is increasing. St Regis is going to be a big success.”  Of course it is but is 
this a specific need based argument?  No.

It is about the revered St. Regis Brand (“halo effect” again ), valet wait times they say will be 
unacceptable due to the electric parking lifts they asked for and you already approved.  Will 
the lifts increase valet wait times? Of course. Fact: if there are no operating procedures, proper 
staffing levels and staff deployment implemented buy the operator, which of course will be 
implemented. 

Also, please don’t fall into the trap of thinking those who oppose this garage are only crotch-
ety “get off my lawn”, nimby, Longboat Key anti-development naysayers. Wrong answer!  How 
insulting is that?!  Those opposed are critical thinking citizens concerned about preserving the 
aesthetics of all of Longboat Key, now and in the future.

Please, focus on the future of Longboat Key in your considerations and don’t pull a confused 
Doc Brown or Marty McFly that will take us away from our legacy of smart planning and 
controlled development.

This developer and others will be “Back in the Future,” relying on the precedent you should 
not set by this permanent structure and site location smack on Gulf of Mexico Drive and most 
important, without need. Thanks as always for your diligent consideration.

Bob Gault
Longboat Key

Insults to the bay
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
I wanted to pass along some images I captured this morning on Longboat Drive South. Silt 

fences are down or non-existent and fill and wash out from concrete trucks is adjacent to drains 
that lead directly to the Bay. Another example of the problems we have bay wide that I describe 
as “death by a thousand cuts.” Please pass along to the other G-Team members.

Rusty Chinnis
Longboat Key

Oysters at Bayfront Park
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
All good stuff for sure!  One of our initiatives is to see how we might organize volunteers 

(primarily employees) as part of our giving back efforts to work on environmental projects.  
Direct tie in to our stewardship values and if we can find a couple of opportunities a year 
(cleanups or whatever’s appropriate) we can add that to our other collaboration opportunities. 

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key
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PAYNE PARK TENNIS CENTER
12 Courts in the heart of Sarasota

• Twelve Har Tru Hydrogrid tennis courts
• Locker rooms/with showers
• All courts lighted for evening play
• Certified teaching Pros USPTA/USPTR
• Hitting wall
• Lessons and  Clinics  
• Leagues and Round Robins
• Tournaments
• Ball machine for rent
• Walk on or reserved play

2050 ADAMS LANE  |  DOWNTOWN SARASOTA
941.263.6641

MON - THUR :  6:00 AM - 9:00 PM
FRI  6:00 AM - 6:30 PM

SAT -SUN:  7:30 AM - 1:30 PM

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
INDIVIDUAL, FAMILY, JUNIOR  

AFTER 3:00 P.M. SPECIAL 

6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name
Worship With Us at Our Church

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

Common sense. Merriam-Webster defines it as “sound and prudent judgment based on a 
simple perception of the situation or facts.” Some of our nation’s sports, corporate and political 
leaders sure need a dose of that good ole wisdom. Why do certain organizations succumb to 
irrational, radical decisions and ludicrous actions?

Kowtowing to small, extremist groups at the expense of a larger main-
stream populace is frequently a path to failure. There are certain simple 
tenets and core values embraced by most Americans, and trampling on 
those principles is ill-advised. Consider the Los Angeles Dodgers, who 
invited the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence to join the on-field celebra-
tion of Pride Month on June 16. 

This “Sisters” fringe group self describes as “queer and trans nuns” (no 
members are actual nuns) as it openly mocks Christian beliefs via annual 
“Foxy Mary” and “Hunky Jesus” contests, pole dancing on crosses and 
sayings such as “Go forth and sin some more.” These bigoted fanatics 
don nuns’ habits and ridicule Catholics in the vilest ways possible. 

Following significant objection to the Dodgers’ initial invite, the team pulled back its offer, 
only to subsequently re-invite the hate group to the festivities in a nod to woke extremists. 
This prompted Washington Nationals Pitcher Trevor Williams to tweet, “Why are they hav-
ing a group of men that are literally mocking nuns, the Christian religion and women? I’m 
confused….” So is the larger, sensible and caring public, Trevor.

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops addressed the Dodgers’ invitation with 
a statement of condemnation this week: “This year, on June 16 — the day of the Solemnity 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus — a professional baseball team has shockingly chosen to honor 
a group whose lewdness and vulgarity in mocking our Lord, His Mother, and consecrated 
women cannot be overstated. This is not just offensive and painful to Catholics everywhere; 
it is blasphemy.”

Unable to steer clear of advocating for extremist groups, the California Legislature has invit-
ed “Sisters” member Michael Williams (who goes by the stage name “Sister Roma”) to appear 
at a ceremony honoring members of the LGBTQ community. Does the Dodgers organization 
or the California Legislature have any moral compass or common sense? Is placating a sect of 
anti-Catholic loons at the expense of respect for religious beliefs now the new norm of Major 
League Baseball and the California Legislature? 

As National Review points out, at any point during the year, the Dodgers could have hon-
ored the more than 1,000 real nuns of Little Sisters of the Poor in Greater Los Angeles who 
shelter, feed, minister to and care for the elderly and poor. Or they could have raised awareness 
of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, founded in 1641 to help prostituted women and who 
shelter and school female victims of domestic abuse and their children.

Now let’s turn attention to the executive decision-makers at Target. The company has had 
June Pride displays with rainbow and LGBTQ+ messaging for years. No one has objected. But 
this year it has offered female-style swimsuits that enable wearers to, um, “tuck” male genitalia. 
The company’s decision to stock these swimsuits shows incredibly poor judgment. 

Adding to the charade, Target had contracted with Abprallen, a clothing designer whose 
brands include Satanist-inspired merchandise. Here again, corporate leaders lacked common 
sense, demonstrated a preference to serve a tiny group of militants rather than its customary 
client base, and practiced business buffoonery. 

Not surprisingly, Target’s market cap has fallen over $15.7 billion. And shareholders also are 
feeling the pain as the stock price has fallen from $161 just one month ago to a 52-week low 
of $125.08 this past week.

And then there is the issue of reparations. As usual, California has paved the way for more 
divisiveness and absurdity. The California Reparations Task Force has issued its report, and the 
cost to the state’s already beleaguered taxpayers is bad news. The task force estimates that the 
state is responsible for more than $500 billion to address various underlying historic issues. 
Cash payments could reach as high as $1.2 million for a single recipient. New York also has 

RUSOVICH

GREGORY RUSOVICH
Guest Writer
rusovich@lbknews.com

KeyOpinion

launched a reparations task force. But wait; California was never a slave state and New York 
outlawed slavery in 1827. 

Slavery was truly horrific. But slaveholders and 
those enslaved are long gone, and the majority of 
Caucasians alive today are descendants of people 
who came to the U.S. after the Civil War. As Jason 
Riley states in the Wall Street Journal, “Proponents of 
reparations want people who aren’t even descendants 
of slaveowners to compensate black people who were 
never slaves.” 

Most Americans are open-minded, tolerant and 
generous. Mainstream America embodies common 
sense while rejecting fringe ideologies and actions 
which threaten core beliefs deeply woven into our 
societal fabric. Thankfully, common sense is winning 
the day. Extremists beware.

Kowtowing to extremist groups a frequent path to failure
There are certain simple tenets and core values embraced by most Americans, and trampling on 
those principles is ill-advised.
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Dreaming of city living  
on the Gulf Coast?

Now’s the time to make your dreams come true.  
As your community partner with deep local knowledge, 
our team focuses on your needs and exceeds  
your expectations. 

HELPING YOU ACHIEVE YOUR FLORIDA DREAM LIFESTYLE

LONGBOAT KEY | ANNA MARIA ISLAND | BIRD KEY | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | SARASOTA | BRADENTON

440 Gulf of Mexico Dr | Longboat Key, FL 34228

TrylaBrownLarson.com

Tryla Larson Earl Larson
REALTOR® REALTOR®

TrylaLarson@michaelsaunders.com EarlLarson@michaelsaunders.com 

MOBILE   941.962.1122
OFFICE    941.383.7591

MOBILE   314.324.1517
OFFICE    941.383.7591

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD
A FIESTA FOR YOUR TASTEBUDS!

5610 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #5, LONGBOAT KEY
941.383.8033

LAVILLALONGBOATKEY  •  LAVILLAMEXFOODLBK.COM

Exploring Longboat’s natural beauty

“Any walk on our gorgeous 
beaches, especially at sunset, 
is genuine Utopia.”

At the very South end of the island, in the Quick Point 
Nature Preserve, is a walking trail that will take you out to a 
breathtaking view. There is parking on the West side of Gulf 
of Mexico Drive between the bridge and the first stoplight 
that you come to on the island. If you park in the parking lot 
and then walk under the bridge you will see a path. Stay on 
the path. When it forks, take the path closest to the water and 
it will lead you to some wonderful lagoons with jaw-dropping 
views that I always think would be perfect for a small pop-up 
wedding or engagement pictures. Finally, the trail leads you 
out to a deck with great views of the bay and the Sarasota 
skyline. The water is usually exceptionally clear there and you 
might see sheepshead, redfish, snook, or many of our other 
native species in the water below. If you are there at the right 
time you might even get lucky enough to watch a group of 
kite surfers doing their thing in the Bay. 

About halfway up the Island there is Joan M. Durante 
Community Park. It is a beautiful park with a pond, play-
ground, and large pavilion. It is, once again, a great place for 
a wedding, family reunion, or party. Before doing a function, 
check with the Town of Longboat Key in case there are reser-
vations or permits required. Behind the pavilion is a walking 
trail that winds its way through the Mangroves. Much of the 
trail is shaded, which is nice. Occasionally there are spots 
that open to Sarasota Bay and allow you to catch a wonderful 
view. Some even have park benches for you to sit a ponder the 
beauty for a while. If someone was looking for a private and 
romantic place to propose, this would be perfect. The won-
derous mangroves are not only works of art, they also have a 
purpose in our overall environment. 

If you go all the way up to the North end of the island 
and make your way over to the beach, you will not only 
experience an expansive white sandy beach, you can also take 
in breathtaking sunsets that look like they set the sky on fire. 
If you continue walking around the tip of the island you will 
run into what is actually damage from a previous storm/hur-
ricane, but I have to say, they way the tree trunks and roots lay 
there on the beach they look like works of art, especially when 
the setting sun peaks through them. Above are some pictures 
that I took while my husband and I watched the sunset over 
the Gulf. 

I will conclude by stating the obvious: Any walk on our gor-
geous beaches, especially at sunset, is genuine Utopia. I know 
that sometimes when we live on this paradise, we forget to take 
time to catch the sunsets, feel the sand on our toes and the salty 
waves on our skin, but it is so important to take that tranquil 
and healing time for ourselves and just enjoy the beauty that 
surrounds us.
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BIRD KEY
526 BIRD KEY DRIVE

SOLD $2,225,000

JEFF RHINELANDER
941-685-3590   •  Jeff@jeffrhinelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO
941-893-7203   •  courtney.tarantino@floridamoves.com 

443F John Ringling Blvd.  |  Sarasota, FL 34236

BURNS COURT
505 S. ORANGE AVE., #401
ACTIVE LISTING $2,215,000

LAKEWOOD RANCH
5527 PALMER CIRCLE, #206
ACTIVE LISTING $485,000

BIRD KEY
449 E ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE

SOLD $5,600,000

BIRD KEY
410 MEADOWLARK DRIVE

PENDING $3,795,000

WATER CLUB
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #808

ACTIVE LISTING $3,395,000

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

4651 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#102
572 HALYARD LN
535 SANCTUARY DR Unit#A601
3030 GRAND BAY BLVD Unit#321
585 SANCTUARY DR Unit#B-202
575 SANCTUARY DR Unit#A103
3312 BAYOU RD
450 FIREHOUSE CT
2020 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#423
210 SANDS POINT RD Unit#2302
4725 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#202
4401 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#503
781 SAINT JUDES DR N Unit#B
4310 FALMOUTH DR Unit#A105
2600 HARBOURSIDE DR Unit#B-8
3806 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#C308
1300 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#602
1102 BENJAMIN FRANKLIN DR Unit#611

4,000
4,257
3,115
2,925
1,823
1,823
3,372
1,390
1,905
657
1,071
896
882
837

712
3,964
1,213

$4,490,000 
$4,800,000 
$3,399,000 
$2,750,000 
$1,899,000 
$2,150,000 
$1,995,000 
$1,595,000 
$1,400,000 
$975,000 
$925,000 
$749,900 
$512,000 
$429,500 
$475,000 
$299,000 
$3,900,000 
$899,000

61
236
62
45
4
144
93
26
78
5
63
114
2
167
76
3
12
39

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
0

0
1
0

4
5
3
3
2
2
3
2
2
1
2
1
1
1

1
3
2

4
4
3
3
3
3
3
2
3
1
2
1
2
1

1
3
2

$4,490,000 
$4,085,000 
$3,150,000 
$2,600,000 
$1,952,000 
$1,800,000 
$1,600,000 
$1,550,000 
$1,225,000 
$987,000 
$910,000 
$730,000 
$515,000 
$408,000 
$369,000 
$294,000 
$4,015,000 
$885,000

KeyRealEstate

4651 GULF OF MEXICO DR Unit#102
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

June 9
Dog on the beach

5:40 p.m.
Officer Connors responded to Broadway for a report of dogs 

on the beach. A woman was observed walking two dogs on the 
beach just north of the beach access. Officer Connors advised 
her of the ordinance pertaining to dogs and she removed the 
dogs without incident. Case clear.

Trespassing
8:38 p.m.
Officer Tillman responded to the 7200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of people 

fishing from the bridge in between posted signs. Upon arrival, Officer Tillman spoke with 
two fisherman who were in the process of moving their fishing gear outside of the posted ‘No 
Fishing’ area. A verbal warning was given to the fisherman. Case clear.

June 10
Suspicious vehicle

2:25 a.m.
Officer Butler while on patrol during a routine business check, observed a car outside of a 

closed commercial establishment that was unoccupied. An FCIC/NCIC search was conducted 
and the car was not reported stolen. This vehicle was on private property and not subject to 
state or local law. Case clear.

Boat
5:15 p.m.
Officer Montfort and Officer Connors were dispatched to the 4100 block of Gulf of Mexico 

Drive for a report of a water emergency. It was reported that a woman in a blue kayak was in 
distress. Longboat Key Fire Rescue deployed fire boat 9 and made contact with the woman 
in the kayak. The woman told the fireman that she was in good health and that there was no 
emergency. Case clear.

Animal in the house
8:05 p.m.
Officer Tillman responded to the 3400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of a snake 

in a closet. Upon arrival, Officer Tillman arrived along with Sarasota Animal Services Deputy 
Matthews who located the three-foot brown corn snake from the premises and released it. 
Case clear.

June 11
Civil citation

1:00 p.m.
Officer Ferrigine responded to the 3400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive and observed a man 

on the beach with an open alcoholic container. Officer Ferrigine made contact with the man 
and advised him there was no alcoholic beverages on the beach. The man was issued one cita-
tion and he left the area. Case clear.

Suspicious vessel
1:39 p.m.
Officer Montfort was dispatched to the 5900 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a report of 

two suspicious boats. It was further reported that the boats were 
anchored near the shore and the caller believed they were watch-
ing her. Officer Ferrigine who is assigned to a beach patrol detail 
advised him he was in the area on several occasions. Officer 
Ferrigine observed the vessels in the area recreating, not in viola-
tion of criminal law or local ordinances. Case clear.

June 12
Suspicious incident

11:00 a.m.
Officer Ramaiser responded to Fair Oaks Lane for a suspicious 

phone call received by the complainant last week. Complainant 
stated that unknown man was going to stop by her home between home between 1100 and 
1200 on June 13. The complainant stated that she did not give personal information about 
herself over the phone. Complainant followed up with her insurance company and was told 
no one from their office reached out to her. Complainant stated that a friend will be with her 
during the hours on June 13 and was advised to call police if a person showed up at her home 
during those hours. Case clear.

Agency assistance
3:02 p.m.
Officer Nazareno responded to the 300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive as a backup officer 

to the 300 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive to assist Sarasota Police Department Zone 10. The 
motorcycle involved was reportedly traveling westbound at a high rate of speed at the Ringling 
Bridge. Case clear.

June 13
Alarm

2:35 a.m.
Officer Miklos was dispatched to Harbourside Drive in reference to an audible alarm. Upon 

arrival, Officer Mikklos. Upon arrival, Officer Niklos came into contact with the complainant. 
Officer Mikklos could hear an unknown loud alarm coming from near the garage of one of the 
units. Officer Mikklos attempted to make contact with the resident via knocking at the front 
door with negative results. The complainant was able to make contact with the resident via 
telephone who advised she was out of the country. The complainant and Officer Miklos was 
given permission to enter the residence by the owner and had a spare key in the security office. 
The complainant and Officer Mikklos made entry into the residence and did not observe 
any smoke, fire or forced entry. The complainant and Officer Mikklos could not discover the 
source of the alarm inside the garage. The complainant secured the entry door and was advised 
to have the maintenance department look at it when they arrive at work. Case clear.

June 14
Suspicious person

2:11 p.m.
Officer Martinez responded to the 4200 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a 

suspicious person. The complainant advised dispatch that there was a woman walking on 
the beach who is possibly impaired, dancing and asking odd questions. Upon arrival, Officer 
Martinez made contact with the complainant who advised that the woman asked her, “Can 
you help me with my phone, I need to pick up my grandson?” the complainant also advised 
that she observed the woman acting weird. While on scene, Officer Martinez observed the 
woman leaving the beach and made contact with the described person who advised that her 
phone stopped working and needed to pick up her grandson. The woman said she was not in 
immediate danger and did not require medical assistance. The woman stated she was going 
home to charge her phone. No criminal nature involved, nothing further. Case clear.

Citizen assist
2:48 p.m.
Officer Martinez responded to Poinsetta Drive in regards to a citizen assist. Upon arrival, 

Officer Martinez met with the complainant who advised he found “boxes and personal items 
on his property, tarp covering it all.” Complainant stated that the items did not belong to 
him. Officer Martinez observed two plastic containers and a cardboard box all filled with what 
appeared to be trash. Officer Martinez advised the complainant to notify public works. Case 
clear.

Suspicious incident
4:00 p.m.
Officer Connors while on patrol, was dispatched to Bay Isles Road for a report of a passerby 

advising a nude man, pouring water on his head, and standing outside his parked semi truck. 
The caller, who did not want to meet, later advised that no lewd acts or gestures were made 
and wanted the incident documented. Officer Connors made contact with the man who was 
sitting inside his truck upon arrival, He advised that he did pour water on his head while 
shirtless, outside his truck and in doing so, changed his shorts, but was wearing boxer shorts 
the whole time. Officer Connors advised him of the complaint and that the incident would be 
documented and no further action was needed. Case clear.
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Editor Letters

See Letters, page 12

Rumor Control
To: Longboat Key Commission
The article by Steve Reid last Friday (June 9) in the Longboat Key News relating to the park-

ing garage was the first time staff had heard about any alternate plans by the applicant.  No 
alternate plans were discussed or presented at the public hearing as you know.

Yesterday June 12, the applicant’s attorney did make contact with staff working to set up a 
time to, we believe, go over their alternate approach.  There has not been a discussion yet as 
Planning, Zoning and Building and Legal are working on trying to get ready for the 20th and 
meeting the agenda deadline.  Staff will be available Wednesday June 14 or later this week if 
the applicant would like to discuss anything further.

Just want to make sure you’re up to speed related to the comments attributed in the article 
to Mr. Whittall.  As always, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call Maggie, 
Allen, or myself.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Rumor Control
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Thank you for that clarification as I have heard some rumors to that effect as well. Thanks 

for clearing that up. 
Gary Coffin
Longboat Key

IEMO Graduates
To: Longboat Key Commission
Congratulations to Commissioners Coffin and Murphy for completing IEMO I which is 

provided to newly elected officials through the Florida League of Cities. Wonderful to see that 
level of commitment to better understand the role and responsibilities of elected office (a.k.a., 
the things they didn’t tell you about before). Well done!

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

St Regis mausoleum
To: Longboat Key Commission

It appears I may have jumped the gun a bit.  I am now being told the developer has not yet 
filed for the revised garage variance. Let’s hope they do not file at all, but just in case, you know 
how we, the residents of Longboat Key, feel about the concrete garage.

Jim Fanto
Longboat Key

St. Regis application
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
Thanks for your follow-up questions. The associated parameters for accessory structures 

(such as decks) are fairly general in the Zoning Code (i.e., there are not hyper-specific size 
limitations for these features). The other associated Code provisions would include:

The Definition of an Accessory Structure (Sec. 158.006(B) in the 2018 Zoning Code): 
“Accessory structure. A structure detached from a principal building located on the same lot 
and customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal building or use. In no instance 
shall an accessory structure exceed 25 percent of the floor area of the principal use or building, 
or contain dwelling units.”

The closest a structure can get to the ECL (50 ft.) is found in the Required Waterfront Yard 
Requirements (Sec. 158.150(D)(1)(e)): “…This provision shall not be construed to preclude 
decreases from the required gulf waterfront yard through the planned unit development (PUD) 
process, if applicable, but the setback shall never be less than 50 feet from the mean high-water 
line or erosion control line, whichever is more landward.”

Lot coverage requirements & setbacks are based on those allowed in the particular Zoning 
District. If you have any additional questions about this, please feel free to give me a call. 

Allen Parsons
Planning and Zoning Director
Town of LongboatKey
 

St. Regis application
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons
Thank you for your response.  The code is still unclear to me.  Can you tell me the section 

of the code that defines the parameters (i.e., size, coverage, setbacks, etc.) of accessory decks 
that can be built within the 150-foot waterfront setback?  

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Longboat Key

St. Regis application
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton



Page 12     Friday, June 16, 2023 The News

SELL YOUR CAR!
Fast • Easy • Safe
We Come To You

Call or text now for
INSTANT CA$H

941-270-4400
HoHoBuysCars.com

Over 200 5-Star Reviews

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 11

See Letters, page 14

I received the follow-up inquiry from Commissioner Debra Williams below. The follow-up 
question is regarding two low-scale deck features located around two Patio Heater structures, 
which have received Departures for their setback from the Erosion Control Line (ECL). The 
current application is revising the location approximately 6 ft. further away from the ECL.

The Town’s required Waterfront Yard Requirements (Sec. 158.150(D)(1)(b)) (cited in the 
email below) provides an exception for accessory decks to be within the 150 ft. waterfront 
setback. I’ve highlighted the applicable exception, in the citation, below.

Allen Parsons
Planning and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key

St. Regis application
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Alan Parsons
I’m still unclear about a question that was asked in the Monday 6/5/2023 hearing, regard-

ing the wooden decks that will be constructed where the patio heaters are located.   The 2021 
Planning Staff report and the 2023 Planning Staff report make no verbal mention of the pro-
posed wooden decks, the applicant’s 2023 materials do.  

Can you clarify the code that permits wooden decks to be constructed in the 150’ setback 
from the ECL?  Both the staff analysis, and the applicant’s materials, reference chapter 151, 
Shoreline Construction:

“No structures, buildings, swimming pools (except as provided in section 158.127), drives, 
vehicular parking, walls and fences may be built within the required gulfside waterfront yard 
except for shelters, beach access parking on land owned or controlled by the public, pool fences 
and windwalls, as defined in section 158.006, and dune walkover structures, sand fences, 
accessory decks or marine structures as authorized in chapter 151.” I see where chapter 151 
references seawall and revetments, but not decks.   

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Winter Spectacular on St Armands Circle
To: Sarasota City Commissioner Jen Ahearn-Koch
Thank You for sharing the information.
Casey Gonzmart
Sarasota

Winter Spectacular on St Armands Circle
To: Sarasota City Commission 
Our first priority when proposing the Winter Spectacular 2022 was to create a memorable, 

unifying and joyous experience for all of Sarasota during the holiday season. We had over 
20,000 happy residents and visitors that greatly enjoyed the festival. 

We are disappointed that, as a result of the loud voices of a minority of citizens, the poten-
tial and purpose of Winter Spectacular 2023 will not be realized and is still mired in conten-
tiousness.  It seems that our efforts to continue down the path of bringing back the Winter 
Spectacular for this coming holiday season will only be divisive by these same loud minority 
voices and thus negate the true meaning of the holiday season and the purpose of the festival.

With deep disappointment, we are letting you know that we will not be pursuing approval 
of Winter Spectacular on St Armands Circle 2023. We thank you for creating the opportunity 
that allowed us to bring the Winter Spectacular experience to all residents.   

Jeff Koffman and David Koffman
Ride Entertainment of Sarasota

Needles and trash
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
I was out for my morning walk at public beach access marker 3175. There is trash every-

where including droves of liquor bottles and plastic bags from the weekend.
I also found a capped needle on the beach at the shoreline which I scooped up with my 

morning coffee cup. Thanks!
Angie Lewis
Longboat Key

Needles and trash
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
All overflow trash was picked up by Public Works staff this morning. Waste management 

will empty all additional trash cans throughout the day.

Mark Kerr
Crew leader
Public Works Department

Karen Steidinger
To: Longboat Key Commission, Sarasota City Commission
One of my favorite bosses of all time was Dr. Karen Steidinger, who was – at the time – the 

Director of the Florida Marine Research Institute (FMRI) in St. Pete.  I interviewed with her 
while I was in grad school, and although she was way more accomplished than myself, she 
never allowed me or others who worked with her to feel anything other than gratitude. 

Karen was a long-time local researcher, with BS, MS and PhD degrees from the University 
of South Florida.  She studied red tide with so much intensity and for so long that the species 
was later renamed to honor her life’s work (Karenia brevis).  She died over the weekend.

Karen was selected to head a research institute that was dominated by men, and her calm 
personality, great interpersonal skills and budgetary and scientific expertise allowed FMRI to 
expand to become the internationally known research institute it eventually became.

All of the work that we do to try and mitigate the impacts of red tides – all of it – is related 
in some way to the pioneering work Karen devoted her life to.  A sad day for marine research-
ers in Florida, but she’d be the first person in the room to tell all of us to get back to work.

Dave Tomasko
Executive Director
Sarasota Bay Estuary Program

Mangroves
To: Longboat Key Town Clerk Trish Shinkle
Does the Key Club have a permit for the amount of Mangroves they are removing along 

the Blue course?
Terry Gans
Longboat Key

Mangroves
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
The one I noticed was to the right of the green where vegetation was totally removed from 

the green to the water line. I did receive a response from the Town that they had permission, 
but since I can’t find the communication it may have been a phone call.

Terry Gans
Longboat Key

Mangroves
To: Terry Gans
We have been alerted to the Mangrove problem at hole 4 on the Bayou side and are looking 

into it.  Thanks.
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Longboat Key

Mangroves
To: Rusty Chinnis
The mangrove problem area indicated is on the pond on the Club’s Blue golf course, bor-

dered on the south by the Bayou and on the north by our Sabal Cove, both in Bay Isles.  You 
may want to involve David Novack who manages both Bayou and Sabal Cove and has had 
numerous contacts with the Club and the Town about the border waters.  Please keep me in 
the loop.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Islandside Comprehensive Plan Amendment
To: Longboat Key Town Attorney Maggie Mooney, Planning and Zoning Department 

Office Manager Donna Chipman 
The applicant has requested to postpone their Comprehensive Plan Amendment application 

and not have it proceed to the June 27th P&Z Board meeting.
Donna- Can you please let the P&Z Board members know that the meeting will therefore 

be canceled. Thanks.
Allen Parsons
Planning and Zoning Director
Town of Longboat Key

Islandside Comprehensive Plan Amendment
To: Longboat Key Planning and Zoning Director Allen Parsons 
We would like to postpone the above item from the June 27, 2023 Planning and Zoning 

Board agenda.  We will contact you as to our thoughts going forward.  Thank you to you and 
your staff for your efforts.

Bruce E. Franklin, President
Land Resource Strategies, LLC
Sarasota

Gulf of Mexico Drive Crosswalk/Neptune
To: Lawrence Brown
Thank you for reaching out. As I understand it, the RRFB decision was neither local 

nor regional, but rather was a determination from the Federal Highway Administration 
(“FHWA”), and the FDOT cannot install more of these on roadways posted above 35-mph.  
The FDOT can improve existing ones on state roads and work to enhance safety, such as with 
more nighttime lighting, which is an undertaking FDOT is in progress now with most of the 
current mid-block crossings.  FDOT is copied in case there is additional information they 
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the names of some of the top award winners to 
the fore. Wine shops will help find better Cabs 
for the money at every price preference between 
$5 and $300.

We’ll have more to say about the Pinot Noir 
awardees in the competition. At this time, tasting 
the Best of Class Pinot Noir under $12.99, the 
2020 vintage from Forever Vineyards, and the 
Gold 2020 Bar Dog awardee in the same class, 
both bought for $10.99, have an acidic bite of 
tannins that ageing in the bottle for a couple 
of years will soften. They both drink well now 
with food but will taste even better in 2025. 
Neither has the luscious fruit sweetness of good 
California Pinot Noir. The competition judges 
may, as is the case with many wine judges, prefer 
the acidic dark plum tastes of a young Burgundy 
Pinot Noir. All things in their own time….

PS. Bar Dog supports animal rescue cen-
ters across the country in partnership with the 

Petfinder Foundation. Good wine in this case serves a good cause.
S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 

develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

Ordering award-winning wines by price reveals interesting aspects of the market for wine. 
In an earlier column we looked at gold, double gold, and Best 
of Class awardees with prices under $20 in different tiers of 
the San Francisco Chronicle’s 2023 North American wine 
competition. When we order all awardees by price from lowest 
to highest across all the tiers of the competition, the bargains 
show up clearly as top award winners with prices at the lower 
ends of their tiers.

Here we take a closer look at the Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Cab blends category. Prices of premier California Cab and 
Bordeaux wines have skyrocketed in recent years, prompting 
Cab aficionados to ask about bargain wines having some of 
the tastes and aging potential of expensive Cab and Bordeaux. 
Since the 1980’s winemakers have called a California Cab 
blend of wines in the Bordeaux tradition a Meritage (pro-
nounced like “heritage”). A Meritage includes only red wines 
found in French red blends that carry the label Bordeaux: 
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Malbec, and sometimes small proportions of 
Petite Verdot or Carménère. Some Cab blends, especially from West Coast vineyards, blend 
Cabs with Petite Sirah, Syrah, Zinfandel, and other grapes not part of a red Bordeaux blend, 
simply labelled “Red Blends”. In these price comparisons, we combine Cab Meritage blends 
and other Cab blends with Cab-labelled wines. Note that in the USA, regulatory requirements 
for labelling wine allow putting the name of a varietal on the label if it contains 75% or more 
of that varietal. The Cab Red Blends have substantial proportions of other wines.

Cab awardee prices range from $4.99 to $300. Prices either repeat or go up a dollar at a 
time up to the $100 level. Wine buyers have many choices of award-winning wines at any of 
the lower price levels.

For Cabs under $12.99 and Cab blends under $24.99, lowest tier price levels for Cab and 
Cab blend wines respectively, the top awards come as a surprise. The Collection Cab, Best of 
Class at $9.99, rates only a notch higher than the mass-market Double-Gold 2021 Barefoot 
Cellars Cab at $6.99. In the red blend under $24.99 category, the Barefoot Cellars’ NV (non-
vintage) Rich Red Blend at $6.99 earns Best of Class honors.

As an aside, these highly rated (compared to others at the same price level) mass-market 
wines would make excellent reference wines for blind tasting comparisons with more expensive 
Cab varietals and blends. Why pay more if we can’t tell the difference? Of course, blind tast-
ings must set up ideal conditions for any two wines. Because premier Cabs may improve much 
more with age in the bottle than mass-market Cabs, one must take ageing from the time of 
the vintage year into account. Big Cabs may also need to be allowed to breathe after opening 
before tasting. For purchases of a case or more of a Cab, you may wish to ask your wine shop 
to let you compare the more expensive Cab or red blend to a mass-market wine or another 
cheaper alternative.

In the Cab $16 - $18.99 category, it’s no surprise to see a Paso Robles Cab, the 2020 
Maddalena, as Best of Class. The Paso Robles region is gaining on Napa as a top producing 
area. A surprise Gold awardee at about the same price level: the 2019 Becker Vineyards Cab 
from the Hill Country of Texas.

The awardees include brands mainly from California, but also from Baja California, Mexico; 
British Columbia, Canada; and, twenty-four other states in the USA. Double-Gold awardee 
from outside the West Coast states include the 2021 Robert Mondavi Private Selection Cab 
from New York State ($10.99), the 2018 Cellardoor Red Blend ($27) from Maine, the Vale 
Wine Co. Cab ($32) from Snake River, Idaho, the 2020 7 vines Vineyard Cab ($75) from 
Minnesota, and the 2016 Yonah Mountain Vineyards Cab ($125) from Georgia. (We note 
that some of the highly rated wines produced outside California actually source grapes from 
vineyards within California).

West Coast states dominate the SF Chronicle awards. Most of the more costly Cabs and Cab 
blends come from the now famous and growing famous regions of California. Or is it that only 
in California would a producer presume to put a price greater than $100 on a bottle of wine?

This review of some interesting aspects of the SF Chronicle 2023 wine competition brings 

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

Wines by Price...
Prices of premier California Cab and Bordeaux wines have skyrocketed in recent years, prompting Cab aficiona-
dos to ask about bargain wines having some of the tastes and aging potential of expensive Cab and Bordeaux. 
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LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234

(941) 355-8437

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208

(941) 748-4679

Editor Letters
would like to share.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works Department
Town of Longboat Key =
 

St. Regis garage
To: Longboat Key Town Commission
I know it is common for all of us to write you notes about 

what we want, frequently ripping the commission. Having 
been a commissioner myself in the 1980s, when were 
fraught with lawsuits, angst, and argument, I can appreci-
ate your position.  The purpose of this note is to thank you 
for the vote on the St. Regis parking garage.  This town has 
given them enough, and enough is enough. On behalf of the 
citizens of Longboat who are by far opposed to this special 
exception, thank you, thank you, and thank you.

George Rauch
Longboat Key

Proposed St. Regis parking garage
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I was very pleased the entire Board stood up against the 

huge block of concrete proposed right on Gulf of Mexico 
Drive in front of the St. Regis. It is nice to know you and 
the Board truly represent the feelings of the vast majority of 
Longboat Key residents.

I don’t know which of the Board members stated the 
proposed rendering quite obviously did not include any 
sidewalk thereby significantly reducing the landscape cover, 

but good job.
The next time a developer attempts to put one over on our 

Board, you now have precedence to say no way.
Quite disappointing to hear the developers attorney, Brenda 

Patten, state the residents are not experts on their own neigh-
borhood.  Great response from Debra Williams as reported in 
the paper. Thank you Debra! Keep up the good work. Let’s not 
let this developer, nor any developer, run roughshod over our 
beautiful Island.

Jim Fanto
Longboat Key

Proposed St. Regis parking garage
To: Jim Fanto
Thanks for your note.  If it is possible for you to attend our 

June 5 hearing on this matter, it would be helpful, but know 
that your letter will be read and considered by the Commission.

Ken Schneier
Mayor, Town of Longboat Key, City of Sarasota 

Quay Blocks Development Agreement 
Amendment Planning Board Public 
Hearing

To: Bill Merrill and Robert Lincoln
Based on my e-mail below and the City’s deadline to advertise 

the continued public hearing on the Development Agreement 
Amendment for Quay Blocks 1 and 9 for July 12, 2023, and 
with even providing additional time (today Wednesday June 14, 
2023) for the City to hear from the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE), which has not occurred, the hearing on 
the Quay Blocks 1 and 9 Development Agreement Amendment 
has been postponed until further notice. I will be in touch with 
further information about the continued public hearing once 
the City has information from FDLE on the outcome of the 
re-opened case. Thank you.

Marlon Brown
City Manager, City of Sarasota

Quay Blocks Development Agreement 
Amendment Planning Board Public 
Hearing

To: Bill Merrill and Robert Lincoln
As you are both aware, the Planning Board and staff were 

prepared to schedule the continued public hearing on the 
Development Agreement Amendment for Quay Blocks 1 and 9 
on July 12. The deadline for preparation of the advertisement is 
Friday June 9, 2023. As you are also both aware, after the deci-
sion was made at the May 10, 2023 Planning Board meeting 
to schedule the subject hearing, the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement (FDLE) re-opened the case related to the previous 
allegations. The City does not have any further information 
from FDLE as to the parameters of the re-opened case as that 
entity has not shared information with us. To that effect, if the 
City of Sarasota does not hear from FDLE about the outcome 
of their re-opened investigation by the June 9, 2023 deadline 
for advertising the subject public hearing, the City will have no 
choice but to postpone the hearing on the Quay Blocks 1 and 
9 Development Agreement Amendment until further notice. 
The City will then use the opportunity to advertise other items 
that need to come before the Planning Board for their decision 

at the July 12, 2023 meeting. Thank you.
Marlon Brown
City Manager
City of Sarasota

Lighting in Sarasota
To: Sarasota City Manager Marlon Brown
Apologies I was not more clear in my request.
Here is what I was referencing:
“Decorative lighting.  FPL suggests 14 poles per street.  Way 

more than what we think we need.  We need to have commis-
sioner’s, commission a study to determine how many lights we 
need. Drew spoke with Doug Jeffcoat and he stated his team 
tested the lighting on two streets one being Oleander and the 
other he could not recall (he did not have access to his file 
at the time of our conversation). The study revealed that the 
current LED lights are providing more light to the streets than 
previous lights. Drew & Doug will meet on June 14 or 15 to 
view the lights at night.”

“Speeding/traffic study”
“Many streets need to be resurfaced”
4. “Curbs”
5. “Decorative lighting - suggestion to bring commissioners 

to meetings”
Jen Ahearn-Koch
City Commissioner
City of Sarasota
 

Vehicle Speeds Along Hyde Park Street
To: Sarasota City Vice Mayor Liz Alpert
Reaching out to you about concerns regarding speed of 

vehicles traveling along Hyde Park Street from Tuttle to 
Clematis Place and from Clematis to Shade.  I frequently 
dog walk along this stretch (I live on Hyde Park Circle) and 
am dismayed at how extraordinarily fast many drivers go, 
despite the traffic calming island positioned at Jefferson.  
Unfortunately, Hyde Park Street is a “cut through” route from 
Tuttle to Shade or Tamiami, with many commuters rushing 
through the neighborhood to get to other parts of town.  This 
topic came up recently in the Arlington Park Neighborhood 
Association.

What is the process for the city to consider installing addi-
tional traffic calming along this stretch of Hyde Park Street?   
I would like to see two raised pavement humps installed, one 
between Shade and Jefferson, the other between Jefferson and 
Clematis.

Thanks for you consideration.  Please contact me if you 
would like to discuss in more detail.

Christopher Naese
Sarasota
 

Vehicle Speeds Along Hyde Park Street
To: Christopher Naese
I am copying city management so that the appropriate staff 

can respond regarding our procedure for traffic calming. I 
could be wrong, but I believe this street was evaluated a few 
years ago.

Liz Alpert
Vice Mayor
City of Sarasota
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Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents

BAY RD
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BEE RIDGE
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SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
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Free Removal and Set Up
  

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007
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DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER
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ANY SIZE
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MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 | SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00
941-922-5271                     www.SleepKing.net
1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net
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With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11
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ANY SIZE
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MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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FREE
2-HOUR

NAP!

FREE
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DELIVERY

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

•  Waterfront dining
•  Fresh local seafood
•  Entertainment

www.swordfi shgrillcortez.com

Happy Hour 
DAILY

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 941.798.2035

941.260.3232

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00 

Reservati ons online at
 connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

L  ved againL  
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store
4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8

Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
11 S. Blvd. of the Presidents | St. Armands Circle

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

danaecarnelianconsulting@hotmail.com  •  941-210-0784 
Located in the Centre Shops  •  Longboat Key, FL

Individual & Couples • Grief/Loss •Depression •Anxiety

DANAE KOEPER MSW, LCSW
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER/THERAPIST

Find more energy, motivation, clarity, and balance 
in your daily life in a safe and therapeutic environment

If you are not sure if therapy is a right fit for you, 
reach out and let’s figure it out together

Read Danae’s full bio at PsychologyToday.com

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

We offer Keratin 
treatments to smooth 

that frizzy summer hair!

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200
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