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“The jobs and careers for 
our youngest children have 
yet to be invented. If we do 

not change the way we 
educate our children then we 

are not preparing them for 
their futures!”



The International Primary 
Curriculum (IPC)

The International Primary Curriculum (IPC) is a comprehensive, 

thematic curriculum for learners aged 5-11 years. 

IPC is a globally recognised curriculum (adopted in more than 90 

countries at over 3,000 schools worldwide). It enables students 

to adapt the curriculum into the national curriculum of different 

countries (especially great if they move between countries often)

The IPC is  comparable to the International Baccalaureate (IB 

PYP) and there's a seamless fit when you change schools. 



It is a comprehensive curriculum based on the English 

National Curriculum, adapted for international schools, with 

an inquiry-based approach to learning. 

The IPC is implemented for 5 to 11-year-olds, with a creative, 

thematic approach to teaching and encourages students to 

research and ask questions. 

Students are assessed in subjects such as Art, Geography, 

History, Computing, Music, Physical Education, Science, 

Technology and International.



The thoughtfully designed IPC units have many 

benefits, including comprehensive learning and 

parental involvement. 

The IPC curriculum is flexible, and can be adapted to 

your child’s level of understanding and interests. 

Additionally, it encourages collaboration and 

reflection, and can be integrated with other curricula 

to ensure your child’s learning needs are met.



The IPC at Charter 
International School

Our Vision
Aim
Charter International School strives to provide high quality education to 

enable all students to achieve their full potential.

Mission
Charter International School provides an international education in a 

safe, nurturing environment. The school develops students holistically 

to become independent, active, self-motivated learners. Our students 

will becomes responsible citizens who are internationally minded, 

critical thinkers, effective communicators and academically successful.



The IPC is made up of 3 
parts:

● Milepost 1 - ages 5-7 years; Year 
1 & Year 2 (Key Stage 1)

● Milepost 2 - ages 7-9 years; Year 
3 & Year 4 (Lower Key Stage 2)

● Milepost 3 - ages 9-11 years; 
Year 5 & Year 6 (Upper Key 
Stage 2)



How do 
children 
learn?

Central to the International Primary Curriculum is the belief in, 

and commitment to, the holistic development of learners 

through enjoyable academic, personal and international 

learning that prepares them for opportunities and challenges 

now and in the future. 

Across the IPC, knowledge, skills and understanding are all 

considered valuable. All of the knowledge learning goals start 

with ‘to know’, all of the skills learning goals start with ‘to be 

able to’ and all of the understanding learning goals start 

‘understand’. 



Knowledge Knowledge 
Definition: We think of knowledge as ‘knowing 

that’ 

Goals: All knowledge goals start with ‘know’. 

Characteristics of knowledge: Knowledge can 

be new or consolidated. Knowledge is 

continually expanding and can change as new 

discoveries are made. 



Skills Skills 
Definition: We think of skills as ‘being able to do 

something’ 

Goals: All Skills goals start with ‘Be able to’. 

Characteristics of Skills: Skills are learnt in a 

practical way, they can be new or consolidated. 

We define developmental stages of acquiring 

skills as ‘Beginning, Developing, Mastering and 

Innovating’.  



Understanding Understanding 

Definition: We think of understanding as making 
meaning 
Goals: Understand goals start with ‘Understand’. 
Characteristics of Understanding: Understanding is 
personal, and connections have to be made actively 
by the learner in order to make meaning. 

Multiple opportunities should be offered for learners to 
develop and demonstrate their understanding. 
Understanding includes components of knowledge, 
skills and experience. 





The IPC Main Programme

The IPC incorporates the following subjects into thematic, high interest 
units:-

Art    Design Technology & Innovation      Science

History             Geography         Health & Wellbeing

      Computing            International

All of the above subjects have a set of Learning Goals 
(outcomes) for knowledge, skills and understanding.



Every IPC unit follows a set process - The process to facilitate learning:

● Entry Point – WOW factor, the hook to get the children engaged, motivated 
and inspired

● Knowledge Harvest – Finding out what the children already know, want to 
know (taking ownership of their learning) and what they think they know 
(highlighting any misconceptions). The Knowledge Harvest also helps with 
teachers forward planning

● Explaining the Theme – This helps explain what the children will be learning 
about in each of the subjects that the unit covers. Although children are; 
learning in a thematic way, we do not want them to lose track of becoming mini 
scientists, artists, historians etc. This also allows them to see how the subjects 
connect



Every IPC unit follows a set process - The process to facilitate learning:

● Research, Record, Reflect – This is where the block subject learning starts, we 
have created several research, record and reflect activities for each subject, each 
activity has been written with specific learning goals in mind, they are clearly 
identified per task. The tasks can be personalised and adapted; it is the learning 
goals that they cover that are the main outcome. Time should also be given for 
reflection and the opportunity to discuss and record answers relating to the 
reflective question

● Exit Point – A celebration of everything that has been learn throughout the theme

There are ideas in every unit for all the above stages. IPC is a tool for teachers to then 

adapt and personalise and make it work for their children, their school, their community.



Units can last anything between 3-11 weeks long, so the number of units a class would 

complete really does depend on which units they select. To help with coverage and breadth 

of subjects we have created a route planner. This allows teachers to see immediately what 

coverage per subject they get for knowledge, skills and understanding, by simply dragging 

and dropping their units into the necessary term.



The Assessment for improving learning toolkit is an integral part of the curriculum. Our core 

documents provide advice around assessing knowledge, skills and understanding. The 

toolkit itself provides rubrics for the identified key skills in a four-tier approach of ‘Working 

Towards’, ‘Just Below’, ‘Meeting' & 'Exceeding'. There are rubrics in teacher speak and child 

speak for every key skill we have identified, along with next steps advice to help teachers set 

the necessary goals for children to progress.

WORKING TOWARDS     JUST BELOW             MEETING                EXCEEDING



MP1 to 
MP2

WORKING TOWARDS        JUST BELOW                        MEETING                    EXCEEDING
WORKING TOWARDS    JUST BELOW                MEETING                EXCEEDING



MP2 to 
MP3

WORKING TOWARDS    JUST BELOW           MEETING                    EXCEEDING
WORKING TOWARDS         JUST BELOW                       MEETING                    EXCEEDING



The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Challenge Series

The SDG Challenge Series aims to further develop learner agency and 
global competence through the provision of exciting and relevant 
challenges that are linked to the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
SDG Challenge Series outlines global issues for learners to respond to, 
requiring problem solving and the application of all the Personal Learning 
Goals.

The SDG Challenge Units are not milepost specific, the suggested tasks 
can be adapted to suit the age and context of the learners involved. 
Schools are encouraged to create their own tasks to strengthen the 
connections between the focus SDG and the home and host countries of 
the learners.



The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Challenge Series



How can parents become involved?

❖ Look out for the parent information letter to find out about the next IPC unit
❖ Supply resources, such as photos and books from your home countries
❖ Join in with Entry and Exit Points
❖ Talk to your children about their learning
❖ Support your children in taking action in response to their learning
❖ Share your knowledge, skills and understanding with groups of students
❖ If you have an interesting hobby or profession that aligns with a unit, offer 

to give a talk to students






