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1 August (Fri)
The Sermon on The Mount Revisited: Overview of Matt 5~ 7,
please refer to p.136-189.
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2 August (Sat)

Radical Discipleship Pathways: The Beatitudes

English Standard Version

The Sermon on The Mount

5 'Seeing the crowds, he went up on
the mountain, and when he sat

down, his disciples came to him.

The Beatitudes

> And he opened his mouth and
taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they

shall inherit the earth.

¢ “Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.

140

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for

they shall see God.

? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they shall be called sons of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

1 “Blessed are you when others

revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. '* Rejoice and be glad,
for your reward is great in heaven, for
so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.



Matthew 5:1-12
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3 August (Sun)

Radical Calling in Discipleship: Salt and Light

English Standard Version

Salt and Light

13 “You are the salt of the earth,
but if salt has lost its taste, how shall
its saltiness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything except to be thrown
out and trampled under people’s feet.

4 “You are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.

'3 Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it
gives light to all in the house. ' In the
same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.
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Matthew 5:13-16
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4 August (Mon) A Countercultural Discipleship: Radical Righteousness

English Standard Version

Christ Came to Fulfill the Law

17 “Do not think that I have come
to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I
have not come to abolish them but to
fulfill them. '® For truly, I say to you,
until heaven and earth pass away,
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from
the Law until all is accomplished.
19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of
the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. ?° For I tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.
Anger

21 “You have heard that it was

said to those of old, ‘You shall not
murder; and whoever murders will
be liable to judgment.’ >* But I say to
you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be liable to judgment;
whoever insults his brother will be
liable to the council; and whoever says,
“You fool!” will be liable to the hell of
fire. 2 So if you are offering your gift
at the altar and there remember that
your brother has something against
you, ** leave your gift there before the
altar and go. First be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer
your gift. > Come to terms quickly
with your accuser while you are going
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with him to court, lest your accuser
hand you over to the judge, and the
judge to the guard, and you be put in
prison. ¢ Truly, I say to you, you will
never get out until you have paid the
last penny.

Lust

27 “You have heard that it was said,
‘You shall not commit adultery.’ *® But
I say to you that everyone who looks
at a woman with lustful intent has
already committed adultery with her
in his heart. ? If your right eye causes
you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. For it is better that you lose one
of your members than that your whole
body be thrown into hell. ** And if
your right hand causes you to sin, cut
it off and throw it away. For it is better
that you lose one of your members
than that your whole body go into hell.

Divorce

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever

divorces his wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce.” 3* But I say to
you that everyone who divorces his
wife, except on the ground of sexual
immorality, makes her commit
adultery, and whoever marries a
divorced woman commits adultery.

QOaths

33 “Again you have heard that it
was said to those of old, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but shall perform to the
Lord what you have sworn.” 3* But I
say to you, Do not take an oath at all,
either by heaven, for it is the throne



Matthew 5:17-48

of God, * or by the earth, for it is his
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is
the city of the great King. * And do
not take an oath by your head, for you
cannot make one hair white or black.
37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or
‘No’; anything more than this comes
from evil.

Retaliation

38 “You have heard that it was said,

‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.” * But I say to you, Do not resist
the one who is evil. But if anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other also. ** And if anyone
would sue you and take your tunic, let
him have your cloak as well. *' And if
anyone forces you to go one mile, go
with him two miles. ** Give to the one
who begs from you, and do not refuse
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the one who would borrow from you.

Love Your Enemies

3 “You have heard that it was said,

“You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.” * But I say to you, Love
your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, * so that you may be
sons of your Father who is in heaven.
For he makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on
the just and on the unjust. * For if you
love those who love you, what reward
do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? ¥ And if you
greet only your brothers, what more are
you doing than others? Do not even the
Gentiles do the same? * You therefore
must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.
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5 August (Tue)

True Spirituality in Discipleship: Giving, Prayer, Fasting

English Standard Version

Giving to the Needy

6 '“Beware of practicing your

righteousness before other people
in order to be seen by them, for then
you will have no reward from your
Father who is in heaven.

? “Thus, when you give to the

needy, sound no trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, that they may be
praised by others. Truly, I say to you,
they have received their reward. * But
when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right
hand is doing, * so that your giving
may be in secret. And your Father who
sees in secret will reward you.

The Lord’s Prayer

$ “And when you pray, you must not
be like the hypocrites. For they love to
stand and pray in the synagogues and
at the street corners, that they may be
seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they
have received their reward. ¢ But when
you pray, go into your room and shut
the door and pray to your Father who is
in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

7 “And when you pray, do not heap
up empty phrases as the Gentiles do,
for they think that they will be heard

for their many words. ® Do not be like

them, for your Father knows what you
need before you ask him. ® Pray then
like this:
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
1% Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
' Give us this day our daily bread,
12 and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our
debtors.
3 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

" For if you forgive others their
trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you, ' but if you do
not forgive others their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

Fasting

16 “And when you fast, do not look
gloomy like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces that their fasting
may be seen by others. Truly, I say to
you, they have received their reward.
7 But when you fast, anoint your
head and wash your face, '* that your
fasting may not be seen by others but
by your Father who is in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will
reward you.
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6 August (Wed)

Discipleship and Money: No Man Can Serve Two Masters

English Standard Version

Lay Up Treasures in Heaven

Y “Do not lay up for yourselves

treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves
break in and steal, ** but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and
steal. *! For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.
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22 “The eye is the lamp of the body.
So, if your eye is healthy, your whole
body will be full of light, ** but if your
eye is bad, your whole body will be full
of darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness!

2 “No one can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and money.



Matthew 6:19-24
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7 August (Thu) Restedness in Discipleship: Stop Worrying

English Standard Version

Do Not Be Anxious

5 “Therefore I tell you, do not be

anxious about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink, nor
about your body, what you will put
on. Is not life more than food, and
the body more than clothing? ?¢ Look
at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value
than they? ?” And which of you by
being anxious can add a single hour
to his span of life? *® And why are you
anxious about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin, * yet I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory was not
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arrayed like one of these. *° But if God
so clothes the grass of the field, which
today is alive and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will he not much more
clothe you, O you of little faith?
3! Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?” or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
32 For the Gentiles seek after all these
things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them all. ** But
seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you.

34 “Therefore do not be anxious
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the
day is its own trouble.
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8 August (Fri)

Discipleship and Our Relationships: Attitude and Action

English Standard Version

Judging Others
7 ! “Judge not, that you be not
judged. * For with the judgment
you pronounce you will be judged, and
with the measure you use it will be
measured to you. * Why do you see the
speck that is in your brother’s eye, but
do not notice the log that is in your
own eye? * Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of
your eye, when there is the log in your
own eye? * You hypocrite, first take
the log out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to take the speck
out of your brother’s eye.

¢ “Do not give dogs what is holy,

and do not throw your pearls before
pigs, lest they trample them underfoot
and turn to attack you.
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Ask, and It Will Be Given

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you;
seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. ® For everyone
who asks receives, and the one who
seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks it will be opened. * Or which
one of you, if his son asks him for
bread, will give him a stone? '° Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent?
"' If you then, who are evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father who
is in heaven give good things to those
who ask him!

The Golden Rule

2 “So whatever you wish that

others would do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the
Prophets.
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9 August (Sat)

Three Critical Concerns in Discipleship Today: 3 Faces of Falsehood

English Standard Version

3 “Enter by the narrow gate. For

the gate is wide and the way is easy
that leads to destruction, and those
who enter by it are many. ** For the
gate is narrow and the way is hard that
leads to life, and those who find it are
few.

A Tree and Its Fruit

1S “Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. ' You
will recognize them by their fruits. Are
grapes gathered from thornbushes, or
figs from thistles? 7 So, every healthy
tree bears good fruit, but the diseased
tree bears bad fruit. '® A healthy tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased
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tree bear good fruit. ' Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. * Thus you

will recognize them by their fruits.

I Never Knew You

1 “Not everyone who says to me,

‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. ** On
that day many will say to me, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name, and cast out demons in your
name, and do many mighty works in
your name?’ ** And then will I declare
to them, ‘T never knew you; depart
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’



Matthew 7:13-23
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10 August (Sun)

The Solid Foundation for Discipleship: The Word Applied

English Standard Version

Build Your House on the Rock

* “Everyone then who hears these
words of mine and does them will be
like a wise man who built his house on
the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house, but it did not fall,
because it had been founded on the
rock. 2 And everyone who hears these
words of mine and does not do them

will be like a foolish man who built his
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house on the sand. *” And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, and
it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
The Authority of Jesus

% And when Jesus finished these
sayings, the crowds were astonished
at his teaching, * for he was teaching

them as one who had authority, and
not as their scribes.



Matthew 7:24-29
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The Hong Kong Bible Society —
a Member of the United Bible Societies

“Providing a Bible that one can understand and at a price they can afford.” — has been the mission of
the United Bible Societies (UBS) for decades. Established in 1946, it currently has over 140 member
societies. UBS engages in Bible ministry, including Bible translation, publication, distribution and
promotion in more than 200 countries and territories around the world. Together, member societies
from different parts of the world assume 80% of the difficult task of distributing Bibles and facilitate
the planting and growth of churches.

Since 1950, the Hong Kong Bible Society (HKBS) is the sole official member of the UBS family
in Hong Kong. Devoted to the publication, distribution and promotion of the Bible, HKBS explores
every opportunity in spreading the Word of God. For instance, Bibles are distributed to hotels and
hospitals; daily Bible calendars are dispatched to the elderly who live alone, while monthly scripture
calendars and portions are given to families of local communities. In addition, Chinese Bible guided
tours, talks and workshops are being held to encourage the reading and application of biblical
principles.

From “Chinese Union Version” to “Chinese Union Version 2010 (Revised Chinese Union Version)”

The “Chinese Union Version” (CUV) is the most reputable Chinese Bible translation loved by all
Chinese around the world. It has nurtured thousands upon thousands in their spiritual lives and has
blessed numerous Chinese churches.

Back in the 19th century, the British and Foreign Bible Society commissioned Rev. Robert Morrison
to China to begin the Chinese Bible translation. After years of dedication to the translation work
in China, the complete Bible was published in 1823 (Shen Tian Sheng Shu). However, by the end
of the century, more than 40 different versions of the Chinese Bible were translated by different
overseas mission boards and were accessible in various Chinese provinces. This caused much
inconvenience to the Bible ministry amongst local churches. In 1890, the leaders of all faction
churches and missionaries met in Shanghai and agreed that cooperative translation work of the CUV
should commence with a spirit of collaboration to inspire future generations and pass on the Christian
heritage. After almost 30 years, the CUV was published in 1919.

With changes in literal expressions, the discovers of ancient manuscripts (such as the “Dead Sea
Scrolls™), the research work of the “Septuagint” version, all providing new insight to the translation
of scriptures, UBS obtained consent from local Chinese churches to revise the CUV in 1983. After
almost 30 years, HKBS published the Old and New Testament of the “Chinese Union Version 2010
(Revised Chinese Union Version)”. Being the first revised version of the CUV, it is hoped that the
spirit of collaboration and unity be lived out more fully in all Chinese churches as they read from the
same version.

In this era of rapid change in information technology and artificial intelligence; the inheritance of
the Bible does face challenges. Nevertheless, Hong Kong Bible Society will continue to uphold its
mission and walk humbly with the Lord.
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Bible Translation « Expanding God’s Kingdom
Promoting God’s Teachings * Rooted in the Holy Word

The Worldwide Bible Society (WWBS), as its name implies, is an organisation that serves Chinese
churches and believers on a worldwide basis. Its predecessor was the New Chinese Bible Centre (NCBC).
Under the leadership of Dr. Philip Teng, Dr. John Pao and Rev. Stephen Chan, the esteemed spiritual
seniors, NCBC was established in 1972 and began the translation work of “The Chinese New Version”
(CNV). The Chinese New Testament was published in 1976, while the Chinese New and Old Testament
was published in 1992. In 2000, NCBC transformed into WWBS. Immediately WWBS was registered
and set up offices in Hong Kong, USA, Canada, Singapore, Taiwan and Australia. At the same time,
representatives were appointed in Malaysia, Philippines, Japan and Europe to extend the service of
promoting God’s word to Chinese churches and believers around the world.

Bible Translation Ministry

“Worldwide Chinese Bible” (WCB): More than a decade ago we launched a new Bible translation
project. With a full-time resident scholar acting as the chief editor, dozens of Chinese Bible scholars from
all over the world were invited to carefully revise the existing translation with reference to the original text,
another group of scholars to respond and supplement, and a special team of Chinese language professors
to refine the language. The aim was to provide the Chinese churches with a Chinese Bible version which
would meet the language needs of today’s believers for the next 50 years. By God’s grace, since 2011,
we have published the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” single edition, as well as the guide edition of the
Old and New Testaments (four books), with rich commentary notes on textual criticism, translation and
interpretation of the scripture to help believers read and understand the Bible. In order to meet the needs of
the church, the pew edition of the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” was then published in September 2023. The
commentary notes are omitted from this version. May God use the “Worldwide Chinese Bible” to meet the
devotional needs of individual believers in the years to come.

Ethnic Minority Bible: We have in the past worked with many international missionary organisations to
translate and publish the Bible for Ethnic Minority, using CNV as the blue print. With the grace of God,
this has resulted in a significant increase in the number of believers. With the completion and publication
of “Worldwide Chinese Bible”, it will further facilitate the translation ministry for Ethnic Minority. This
translation follows the latest Bible study research and is based on modern Chinese. You are earnestly
requested to support this significant and impactful ministry through your prayers and donations.

Promoting God’s Teachings Ministry

Publishing: Over the years, WWBS has published different types of Bible. These include “CNV Study
Bible” (the notes of which are based on the doctrine of Sola Scriptura, which also includes six creeds,
catechisms and confessions, as well as more than 70 articles on basic beliefs); “CNV Soul Care Bible”
(which cares about the needs of the soul, addresses personal growth and contemporary social issues and
responds to life’s challenges with biblical truth); “CNV Exegetical Study Bible - New Testament” (which
contains more than 60,000 notes to help readers understand the basis of the translation, principle of choice,
cultural features, and the main explanations and translations); “CNV Kid’s Bible: A Character Builder”
(which helps children learn New and Old Testament characters and develop important morals and qualities
from their childhood”; “CNV and CUV Parallel Bible” and many Chinese English bilingual versions (CNV/
NIV, CNV/ESV, CNV/NKJV, CNV/NASB, CNV/NET, CNV/NLT), Chinese Japanese bilingual version
(CNV/NJB) and Chinese Italian bilingual version. Thanks be to God, these publications are well liked and
supported by the churches and believers.

Training: Over the years, WWBS has organised Bible lectures, invited Bible scholars from all over the world
to teach the word of God, worked with churches of different denominations in different regions to conduct
life transformation courses, visited different churches to give thematic messages and sermon, and assisted
churches to nurture believers. May God use this popular training to bless more churches and believers.

Global Bible Reading and Study Campaign: By distributing Bible reading videos and life reflection
questions every day, we help believers read the Old and New Testaments in one year according to the
scheduled Bible reading plan.

Other Ministries: These include Internet ministry, Bible distribution ministry, theological education
ministry, student ministry and community ministry. Details are provided at www.wwbible.org.
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Our Vision:
To Evangelise The Chinese World With The Chinese Word

The vision of Chinese Bible International (CBI) is TO EVANGELISE THE CHINESE WORLD WITH THE
CHINESE WORD. To fulfil this vision, we focus our ministry on making the Bibles available, assessable and affordable
to Chinese people all over the world at all levels of Christian faith. In addition to translating, publishing and distributing
Bibles including English, Chinese and Spanish translations and diglots, we also seek to provide biblical study materials,
references books, and resources in both printed and electronic formats. Our goal is to encourage believers and non-
believers alike to know God through the Bible so that their lives may be transformed. There are primarily four dimensions
of our ministry, namely Bible Translation, Bible Training, the Oracle Bible Centre and Bible Outreach.

Bible Translation

To provide the contemporary Chinese community with an assessable bible translation has driven the bible translation
ministry of CBI since its establishment three decades ago. Following the years on, two exciting new projects took on,
which are the translation of Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV) and the Chinese New Living Translation (CNLT).

¢ Contemporary Chinese Version (CCV)

With the change of Chinese language and remarkable advances in biblical archacology and research over the past
decades, a pressing need arises for a new Chinese Bible translation reflecting tremendous insights in scholarship and
to be conveyed in language current to the time. We therefore in 1993 initiated the CCV translation project, by which
the Bible is translated directly from its original languages into contemporary Chinese language. Most distinctive
Chinese biblical scholars and language experts from Hong Kong, China, Taiwan and overseas are involved in
this project. The New Testament and the Pentateuch were completed and published in April 2010 and July 2014
respectively, which were highly endorsed by seminary scholars and teachers, pastors and believers alike. The
translation of the Old Testament is now complete, and the CCV Bible is anticipated to be published soon.

* Chinese New Living Translation (CNLT)
The CNLT is translated from the New Living Translation (NLT), a contemporary English translation which is
marked out as a dynamic, clear, reliable and easy-to-understand version. The Chinese translation of both the
Old and New Testaments were completed and published in July 2012. Since it is understandable to common
people, the CNLT has proved to be effective in communicating biblical truth particularity in areas of evangelism
and discipleship training, and thus it has been receiving increasing popularity among Sunday school teachers,
evangelists, missionaries and new believers both in Hong Kong and abroad.

Bible Nurturing

Each generation and people of different stage of faith journey should have a Bible suitable for their spiritual needs.
CBI has always been a pioneer and visionary in publishing a wide range of Chinese/English bilingual Bibles, including
NIV, NKJV and NLT. In addition, we have published various study Bibles, Life Application Bibles, and Bibles for youth,
children and women, to name but a few. In view of the challenges from the cyber revolution, CBI continues to explore
new ways to present God’s word to the new generations. CBI Bible App represents one of our endeavours that seek to
empower a new generation of believers.

The Oracle Bible Centre

Established in January 2007 on-site of our office, the Oracle Bible Centre aims to extend CBI’s mission from Bible
publishing and translation to Bible teaching and training. We are committed to teaching God’s Word faithfully, clearly
and with solid study. Various Bible seminars and courses are held in the Centre on a regular basis for pastors, seminary
students, church leaders and lay Christians. Most of the seminars are free of charge so that those with little financial
resources may also be well equipped with the Bible.

Bible Outreach
The aim of Bible outreach is to impact the wider community with the life-giving message of the gospel by organising
activities for kids and students and establishing schemes of free Bible giving.

* Free Bible Giving
CBI collaborates with various churches, organisations and individual Christians to distribute free Bibles and
evangelistic materials to Chinese-speaking individuals and communities in particular those who are economically
underprivileged or in difficult circumstances.
* Bible Outreach Activities
Various activities are organised to get the Bible message across to a wide range of audience, ranging from
kindergarten kids, school children to senior people. Some of our regular events include the annual Bible
Recitation Festival with over 7,000 participants each year, and the Bible Giving Ambassador Scheme, etc.
The long-term goal of CBI’s ministry is to impart the truth of biblical faith to all Chinese people by means of making
the Bible and Bible knowledge assessable to all Chinese-speaking communities so as to pave the way for God to transform
the whole Chinese world with the gospel!

May glory be to God in the highest, and on earth the blessing of the Bible to people on whom His favour rests!
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