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Lido home sale sets 
$13.95 million record

A contemporary coastal home 
on Sarasota’s Lido Key has sold for 
$13.95 million—the priciest deal 
in the Gulf Coast city so far this 
year. 

Newly constructed, the five-bed-
room property in the heart of Lido 
Key at 171 Whittier Drive is “an 
impeccably built home on one of 
the most prime locations in the 
Sarasota area,” said listing agent 
Charles Buky, of Coldwell Banker 
Realty. 

“Buyers in this market continue 
to be in search of finished resi-
dences and quality locations,” Buky 
said. “We believe there is still strong 
demand for similar products in this 
price point and higher.”

The benchmark transaction was 

See Market cost, page 14
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Broadway Lights

Broadway on Longboat Key. Photo by Sheila at FollowmetoLongboatKey on Facebook

Sarasota County 
Commissioners 
on Tuesday voted 
to direct county 
staffers to return 
on Sept. 26 with 
funding options 
for a $3 mil-
lion sponsor-
ship of The PGA 
Championship. 

If the location were to be selected, 
the event would be played at The 
Concession Golf Club in Lakewood 
Ranch in May of 2031 or 2033.

In two weeks, commissioners 
would likely be briefed on where 
the money could be found through 
the Tourist Development Tax fund, 
which draws revenue from short-
term rentals and hotel rooms in 
Sarasota County. A vote to move 
ahead could follow.

County Administrator Jonathan 
Lewis told commissioners on 
Tuesday that Manatee County is 
proceeding with a primary spon-
sorship package of $6 million, if 
the location is chosen. According 
to a letter to commissioners from 
Virginia Haley, president of Visit 
Sarasota County, the PGA of 
America’s board is expected to make 
a decision on the tournament loca-
tion in November.

“This is a massive opportunity,’’ 
Commissioner Mike Moran said. 
“It cannot be ignored the economic 
driver and stimulus it can create for 
a community. I hope we’re sending 
a strong, hard message that we’re in 
full support of this.’’

Haley wrote that 2023 PGA 
Championship, played in Rochester, 
N.Y., was responsible for a $190 
million economic impact. Greater 
Rochester Enterprise estimated 
225,000 spectators attended, with 
about 39% arriving from more than 
100 miles away.

Sarasota named 
5th priciest city

FloridaRentals named Sarasota 
the fifth-most expensive city in the 
state — behind Tampa, Gainesville, 
Orlando and Miami. The list comes 
only a few months after U.S. News 
& World Report dubbed Sarasota 
the best place to live in Florida.

Sarasota 
pushes 
for PGA

“Buyers in this 
market continue to 
be in search of fin-
ished residences.”

an all-cash deal, something the 
Sunshine State is well known for. 
Last year, while nearly a third of 
U.S. homes were purchased with 
cash, more than double that, 69%, 

of deals in this particular pocket 
of Sarasota were made with cash, 
according to data provided by 
Redfin for The Washington Post. 



Page 2     Friday, September 15, 2023 The News

Lido home, from page 1

Spanning more than 5,700 square feet, the home has an open-concept living area with floor-
to-ceiling sliding doors and ocean views; a chef ’s kitchen with a walk-in pantry; a temperature-
controlled wine room; a commercial-grade elevator; and a primary bedroom suite with a sitting 
and lounge area and a balcony, according to the listing. 

Outside, there’s a custom kitchen on the lanai, a Gulf-front swimming pool with a surround-
ing deck with plenty of entertaining space, and a six-car garage.

The seller, a limited liability company, paid $3.4 million for the underlying property in 
2021, records with PropertyShark show. The buyer couldn’t be reached for comment.

The study measured average yearly personal income against common living expenses, assign-
ing each city a corresponding index score to determine where it fell on the list. Sarasota received 
a score of 47.39 based on its annual income average of almost $70,000 and the cost of housing, 
utilities and transportation as well as the price of common purchases like a movie ticket, a new 
car, and a pack of cigarettes.

Hollywood, with an average per capita income of $73,500, ranked as the cheapest city in 
Florida, posting an index score of 61.29. It was followed by Fort Myers, Boca Raton, Bradenton 
and Melbourne.

Though the 29 cities in the study were ranked from cheapest to most expensive, the frontrun-
ners don’t necessarily post the lowest numerical cost of living — just as the back end doesn’t 
have the highest. Hollywood’s cost of living, for example, is 12% higher than the national aver-
age, while Gainesville — the list’s second-most expensive city — has only a 2% higher cost of 
living than the national average.

Numbeo, a cost-of-living database used in the Florida Rentals study, calculated the monthly 
cost of living for a Sarasota resident at almost $1,200 without rent. The average rent price across 
all properties citywide is $2,900, according to data from Zillow. Overall, data from Payscale 
puts Sarasota’s cost of living 5% higher than the national average.

Market cost, from page 1

Mote talks deployment of red tide mitigation
Mote Marine Laboratory & Aquarium recently invited researchers from around the world to 

discuss mitigation tools and technologies for the harmful algal bloom (HAB) that affects many 
communities across the state – Florida red tide – as part of its Florida Red Tide Mitigation & 
Technology Development Initiative.

Mote hosted the workshop where Florida red tide mitigation scientists, engineers, and gov-
ernment agencies, gathered to review the current research being developed, discuss options for 
deployment technologies, understand the regulatory steps and agencies involved, and plan for 
intellectual property and commercialization issues that may arise. 

Red tides are caused by higher-than-normal concentrations of Karenia brevis (microscopic 
algae native to the Gulf of Mexico), often discoloring the water in the ocean and coastal waters 
of southwest Florida. K. brevis produces toxins that can harm sea life, lead to massive fish kills, 
and cause respiratory irritation in people. Florida red tides can also have detrimental effects on 
shellfish, fishing and tourism industries.

The Florida Red Tide Mitigation & Technology Development Initiative, a partnership 
between Mote and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), was 
established by the Florida Legislature and signed by Governor DeSantis in 2019 to establish 
an independent and coordinated effort among public and private research entities to develop 
prevention, control and mitigation technologies that will decrease the impacts of Florida red 
tide on the environment, economy and quality of life in Florida.

Through the Initiative, Mote developed a multi-tiered process to safely develop and test 
mitigation tools and technologies taking proposals from literature research or lab-based work, 
to incrementally larger tank-based research testing to ensure no harm to non-target species of 
fish, crustacean and other invertebrates, to eventual field testing, all while considering regula-
tory compliance and numerous commercialization challenges for actual use.

“The goal of the most recent Workshop was to assist the commercialization phase of the 
Florida Red Tide Mitigation and Technology Development Initiative,” said Kevin Claridge, 
Mote’s Vice President of Sponsored Research and Coastal Policy Programs. “Mote and its many 
partners have been working steadfastly on the science and testing to provide mitigation tools 
and technologies, and through the Initiative’s parallel work on commercialization it’s been evi-
dent how important the federal and state regulatory considerations are, including designated 
protected area restrictions, and that close collaboration with the local governments and com-
munities are vital to the process.”

Since the inception of the Initiative, Mote has examined well over 300 compounds and 
devices and more than 30 projects have been completed or are underway, and researchers have 
continued to share their effective methods on HAB mitigation through various meetings and 
workshops.

In its fifth year, the Initiative has seen significant progress on the development of Florida red 
tide mitigation tools and technologies for field testing and implementation, thus the next step 
is working to understand the effectiveness of these research products in deployment.

“The big takeaway from this workshop, hearing updates on current projects, regulations, 
patenting, and deployment technologies, is that the Initiative is producing real-world tools 
and technologies that have major potential in combating the effects of red tide,” said Claridge.

At Mote’s Red Tide Institute, scientists have been working to establish mitigation solutions 
since its beginning in 2018 with the following mission: Reducing adverse impacts of Florida 
red tide on public health, coastal marine ecosystems and Florida’s economy via the rigorous 
testing and application of a “tool box” of science-based mitigation and control technologies 
and strategies.

With its emphasis on direct mitigation and control, the Institute complements multiple 
other Mote research programs focused on red tide ecology, biology, nutrients and water quality, 
ecotoxicology, ocean sensing technology, environmental health and public information, and 
more. Mote red tide scientists collaborate within a vast network of red tide local, state, regional 
and federal research partners whose specialties include red tide monitoring, management, 
physical oceanography, public health protection, forecasting and other complementary efforts.
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        PREMIUM CUSTOM       WEST OF TRAIL &
         HOME BUILDER             BARRIER ISLANDS

THE DIPINTO COLLECTION

Nicholle DiPinto McKiernan
REALTOR • 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE
GLOBAL LUXURY MARKETING AGENT

941-928-2922
NDiPintoRealtor@gmail.com

COLDWELL BANKER GLOBAL LUXURY • 443 JOHN RINGLING BLVD., STE. F, SARASOTA, FL 34236            53 S. PALM AVE., SARASOTA, FL 34236  |  #CBC1253416

SEAWARD-HOMES.COM  |  941.388.2021

WEST OF TRAIL - HIGHLY DESIRABLE LOCATION                          $8,995,000
Waterfront location, this custom home is situated on a quiet cul-de-sac 
steps to Siesta Key. Offering nearly 5,350 AC/SF, with an open concept floor 
plan,  highly desirable finishes and touches, and 4-car garage, you will be 
impressed.  Work with builder direct to create your dream home.

LONGBOAT KEY  •  6489 GULFSIDE DRIVE                               $16,900,000
Fabulous Gulf front lot offering nearly 100 ft. of sandy beach, this gorgeous 
DSDG Architect designed home is a rare find.  Boasting almost 6,000 AC/SF, 
this spectacular home is custom built with the finest details throughout. 
Architect  designed landscaped exterior and 4-car garage.

LIDO SHORES  •  1212 CENTER PLACE                                                $6,649,000
Currently under construction and ready by end of the year!  Spectacular 
location, steps to your own private, sandy beach on Gulf of Mexico.  Home 
includes a breathtaking SKY TERRACE offering additional 1500 sq ft of walk-
able terrace area with 360 degree panoramic views of Sarasota’s magnificent 
city and water views. This desirable, custom residence offers an open, bright, 
and airy floor plan with 5BR/5BA. Impressive 23-ft. ceiling in great room.  
Fantastic outdoor area w/custom pool, spa, kitchen and lanai.  The residence 
boasts 4,750 sq. ft. of air-conditioned space.

PATRICK DIPINTO

SIESTA KEY  •  HIGEL AVE.                                                                    $16,995,000
Currently under construction and scheduled to be ready Fall 2023, this 
breathtaking 8,964 AC/SF residence is one of a kind, designed by DSDG. Gulf 
front property on one acre and offers a 2,000 SF roof terrace. Separate guest 
house and 8-car garage. No expense spared on this remarkable home.

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

SEAWARD HOMES

NEW CONSTRUCTION TO BE BUILT

GULF FRONT NEW CONSTRUCTION

NOW PENDING SALE

MOVE IN FALL 2023

NOW ACCEPTING CLIENTS FOR 2023
WE ARE SEEKING WATERFRONT LOTS TO PURCHASE

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS

YOUR LAND IS IN DEMAND
 We are actively seeking to purchase

tear down properties.

YOU MAY BE SURPRISED HOW MUCH 
YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

 LET’S CHAT!

COLDWELL BANKER REAL ESTATE 
RANKED #1  

Thinking of making a move?
Discover why you should 
call me first - Let’s chat! 

$1.63B

$1.14B

$859.79M

$432.8M

$287.67M

SARASOTA COUNTY, FL
LEADING BROKERAGE BY TOTAL 
VOLUME (JAN-AUG 2023)

COLDWELL
BANKER
REALTY

MICHAEL
SAUNDERS

PREMIER
SOTHEBYS

REALTY

RE/MAX
ALLIANCE

GROUP

KELLER
WILLIAMS

ON THE WATER
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See Letters, page 6

EditorLetters
Longboat Key News and Sarasota City News encourages Letters to the Editor on timely issues. Please email to: letters@lbknews.com or mail to PO Box 8001, Longboat Key, FL 34228. We also print 

letters sent to Town Hall that address Longboat Key issues. We reserve the right to edit.

NNNIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS
$29 Dinner Specials 
$7.  Cocktail Specials 

w w w . H a r r y s K i t c h e n . c o m  •  5 6 0 0  G u l f  o f  M e x i c o  D r i v e  •  9 4 1 - 3 8 3 - 0 7 7 7

OPEN THIS
SEPTEMBER!

Come Enjoy an Island Experience at
Harry's on Longboat Key! 

Menu Starts September 5th - October 3rd!

A Longboat Key Landmark

ffrfrffrf erer sese hshs flflf alal vava ovov roro srsr
fresh flavors

50

High Cost of Roundabout Art
To: Editor
In lieu of the exorbitant cost of the installation of the Roundabout Art on both new circles 

on US 41, has any consideration ever been given to collaborating with Selby Gardens and or 
Ringling for installation of a beautiful water feature and natural plantings? I would think this 
would be more in keeping with the “ natural beauty” of Sarasota, and more cost effective!

Bettina Rosica
Longboat Key

Idalia Flooding
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
I wish to thank the Sarasota County Public Works Director, Spencer Anderson.  We’ve been 

emailing back and forth since the flooding incident, and yesterday we had an online meet-
ing.  The County is responsible for stormwater management throughout the City, and Mr. 
Anderson has been responsive and helpful.  He offered to come to one of our monthly neigh-
borhood meetings, and I will try to schedule him for early November or December.

At this point, the most important thing I can tell you is this:  I do not think that our govern-
ment failed us.  Some thoughts:

We have chosen to live on a low-lying barrier island which will continue to be subject to 
“once-in-however-many-year” storms and storm-related events.

Everything in life is a trade-off.  We chose to live a short walk from a beach (and so much 
more), in a neighborhood where there had been past flooding issues, but no recent residential 
flooding damage that I am aware of.  We did this in an area that is prone to hurricanes.  

Seventeen years ago, the City and County contributed to a $5.3M Stormwater Improvement 
Project on St. Armands which was designed to handle 8” of rain in 24 hours.  It was not 
designed to handle 8” of rain in one hour, and it was not designed to handle hurricane storm 
surge at all.

Yes, our pump stations failed, and yes, water was observed coming out of our storm drains, 
and I’ll address this later in this email.  But, the system was never designed to handle what we 
just experienced and therefore it is just not known the extent to which the pumps would have 
helped, if at all.  I think we all want to believe that they would have helped, and perhaps they 
would have, but they weren’t designed to handle this.

New construction is required to be built up, and there are limits to how much you can reno-
vate an older home.  Seawalls are allowed to be built higher over time.  These are examples of 
government ordinances and regulations that have been put in place to protect property owners 
from flood damage.

We are not the only neighborhood in Sarasota County that has the potential to be flooded.  
We obviously share this risk with all coastal areas.  And just last year, you may recall that many 
neighborhoods in the (inland) City of Northport were heavily flooded as a result of Hurricane 
Ian.  

Over 18 years ago, on January 31, 2005, this is what was presented at a Sarasota County and 
City of Sarasota Joint Commission Meeting:

In the above slide, north (Longboat Key) is to the left.  You can see that the worst flooding 
on St. Armands historically occurred around the Circle and to the north.  The purple dots 
represent business and residential properties subject to repetitive loss based on data from the 
National Flood Insurance Program.

It is my understanding that the following slide (which represents a significant improvement 
from the previous slide) was presented as the goal for the Stormwater Improvement Project:

To repeat what I wrote above, this project was designed to handle 8” of rain in a 24 hour 
period, and it was not designed to handle storm surge at all.  As we just experienced, more rain 
than that, that amount of rain falling in a shorter amount of time, or storm surge might all 
result in more flooding than what is represented in this graphic.  

It turns out that the County has an online, interactive Stormwater Management Map 
which shows the location of every storm drain on St. Armands Key, how they’re connected by 
underground pipes, and where they discharge into the bay.  I used this tool to help create the 
following illustration which shows how stormwater is designed to drain from St. Armands:

Some thoughts based on the above illustration and my communications with the County 
Public Works Director:

Most of the pump stations are located in the northeast quadrant, and this happens to be 
where almost all of the residential flooding that has been reported to me occurred.  

Other parts of the island drain by gravity alone.
The County does monthly inspections of all the elements of this stormwater management 

system and has a program to repair or replace elements as needed.  The County does this work 
themselves except for the generators which are handled by an electrical contractor.

If you observe any problems, from malfunctioning systems to a clogged storm drain, you 
should report this to the County by dialing #311 or by using the Sarasota County 311 App.

We know that a vehicle accident took out the control system for one of the pumps the day 
before the storm.  And, if I understood things correctly, one or more other pumps may also 
have been offline due to a delay in getting parts (i.e. supply chain challenges).  Being 17 years 
old, the pumps are at that point in their life cycle where they need to be repaired or replaced 
and the County is working on this.

If the pumps had been operational, it is unknown if they would have been powerful enough 
to discharge the flood water against the oncoming storm surge.  They weren’t designed to do 
this, and therefore that is not known.  The County believes that sea water was overflowing 
onto St. Armands and that no pumping system would have been able to keep up with that.  

Because of the disaster declaration, the County will get reimbursed from some Federal 
agency to restore the damaged pump control systems to their pre-storm conditions, and the 
County will be raising the control systems off the ground when they do this work.

Groundwater does infiltrate the stormwater management system.  The following example 
was given:  on a sunny day, you might hear a pump station kick on as water seeps into the 
holding tank.  

Many of the storm drains are connected to each other via a complex network of underground 
drainage pipes.  Because some parts of the island are higher than others, large amounts of water 
entering some storm drains could actually come out of other storm drains.  Differences in pres-
sure within the system could cause this as well.

Despite multiple residents observing water flowing out of the storm drains on different parts 

of the island before the worst of the flooding occurred, the County maintains that there is no 
evidence that the backflow preventers were not working correctly.  This may be the most dif-
ficult thing for us to accept, but that’s what the County is saying.  

I think we would all like the County to go out of their way to inspect the backflow preven-
ters on all nine (9) of the St. Armands Key outfalls (discharge pipes) to make sure that they 
are fully operational, and we should emphasize this when the Public Works Director comes to 
our meeting.

I debated sharing the following image with you because it is so difficult to interpret.  In 2007, 
an aerial LIDAR survey of Sarasota County was performed, and, in the following diagram, the 
lighter areas correspond to higher land/structures while the darker areas correspond to lower 
land/structures.  Keep in mind that this data is now 16 years old.

If you stare at the image for long enough and give your eyes a chance to adjust, you may be 
able to distinguish that the south part of St. Armands is slightly lighter (and therefore higher) 
than the center and north part, which supports the flooding diagram from earlier in this email. 
But the island is fairly flat and that is why the contrast is so difficult to distinguish.

The perimeter of the island generally looks lighter, and therefore higher, than the center.  
This may be because this is where the newer and taller houses are more likely to be found, with 
lots graded up from the seawall.  I looked for darker spots around the perimeter of the island 
and labeled them with arrows.  I hypothesize that if the sea level were to slowly rise with no 
wave action, that these would be the places where sea water would first overflow onto the island. 

The Ringling Causeway toward downtown seems to me like a plausible location for sea 
water to have been pushed onto St. Armands, which then moved toward the Circle and down 
N Washington Dr into the northeast quadrant.  The fact that several shrimp were found in an 
inland pool in that area may support this.

In this historical photo of St. Armands Circle which I believe is from the 1950’s, you can see 
that the Circle Park has always been open land.  Per this May 2022 report by City Staff, the 
Circle Park serves an important stormwater management role.

The last I heard, the City of Sarasota is still considering whether to move forward with 
the St. Armands Complete Streets Project (which was to include water, sewer, and drainage 
improvements), or to settle for a lesser above-ground streetscape project instead.  Even before 
the recent flooding incident, more survey respondents voted for the Complete Streets Project 
than for either of the other options.  My gut feeling is that even more people would vote for it 
now--both residents and business owners.

The information that we’ve collected and learned about the recent Idalia flooding incident 
and stormwater management on St. Armands Key is being compiled and documented on our 
Association website which you can view at any time at this link:  starmands.org/flooding

If you have more information, or you feel that something should be corrected, please reply 
to this email to let me know.  Thanks.

Chris Goglia
President, St. Armands Residents Association

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
The Mayor asked the same question. The increase in both Felony and Misdemeanor arrests 

are a direct result of our high visibility Patrol Program, and increased traffic enforcement. Some 
consideration can also be attributed to manpower availability and shift coverages during certain 
quarters. Total Calls for Service are consistent. Increases in arrests, tickets and warnings are the 
result of proactive policing.   

George Turner
Police Chief, Town of Longboat Key

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Police Chief George Turner 
Thank you for putting this data together.   The report shows that traffic tickets are up rough-

ly 4-5 times for FY22 Q1, Q2, and Q3, and that traffic warnings are up roughly 2-3 times for 
the same period.  Do you know why we are seeing such a substantial increase?

Thank you.
Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key
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JANET WALTER
941.232.2000
Janet@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

STEVE WALTER
941.809.0907
Steve@WalterGroupRealEstate.com

waltergrouprealestate.com

YOUR LUXURY PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

830 TARAWITT DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Just three lots to the ICW from this over 2,500 sf, coastal 2015 built home. Living 
area and kitchen open to the patio and contemporary pool.  The privacy of the 

second level offers two guest bedrooms with full bath, plus an extra lounge.

$2,724,900

648 BAYVIEW DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Boater’s dream property on oversized (19,994sf) rarely available cul-de-sac end lot with a 320-foot seawall located in Sleepy 

Lagoon, on the north end of Longboat Key. This location offers fantastic panoramic views of Bishops Bayou and the ICW.

$5,000,000

 5910 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE | LONGBOAT KEY
Under Construction.  This spectacular,4,210 sq. ft.,  newly built 4BR/4.5BA, 

coastal contemporary waterfront home provides easy access to the Intracoastal 
Waterway, Sarasota Bay and Gulf of Mexico. Located on a three-quarter acre lot 

with 133 feet of frontage on a 125-foot-wide canal.  

$5,800,000

NOW SOLD!

NOW SOLD!

1211 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #601 | LONGBOAT KEY
Stunning views of the Gulf of Mexico and Sarasota Bay in this 6th-floor condominium in Promenade. The desirable end unit 

features 2 bedrooms plus a den, all with full baths, abundant floor-to-ceiling windows and glass sliders to 2 balconies.

$1,995,000
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Letters, from page 4

See Letters, page 7

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN FOOD
A FIESTA FOR YOUR TASTEBUDS!

5610 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #5, LONGBOAT KEY
941.383.8033

LAVILLALONGBOATKEY  •  LAVILLAMEXFOODLBK.COM

EditorLetters

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Mike Haycock
Yes, I’m sure he’d be happy to answer any questions and 

provide a little more context. 
Let me check the schedules but we’ll either do this at the 

9/26 meeting or on 10/2.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
The year over year comparisons need some context. More 

crime, more enforcement, measurement difference?  Can we 
have Chief Turner review at next meeting? 

Mike Haycock
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton, Police 

Chief George Turner

Would it be possible to see a year over comparison of the 
quarterly stats summarized in the first table in this accident 
report?

Debra Williams
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Debra Williams
Please see attached Quarterly Report Comparison,  FY22 

to FY23.  
George Turner
Police Chief
Town of Longboat Key

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Police Chief George Turner
Any explanation for the dramatic increase in YOY arrests?  
Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

Police Data
To: Longboat Key Mayor Ken Schneier
The increase in both Felony and Misdemeanor arrests 

are a direct result of our high visibility Patrol Program, and 

increased traffic enforcement.   
Some consideration can also be attributed to manpower 

availability and shift coverages during certain quarters. Total 
Calls for Service are consistent. Increases in arrests, tickets and 
warnings are the result of proactive policing.      

George Turner
Police Chief
Town of Longboat Key

911
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
In reading the very helpful LWV summary of Tuesday’s 

Manatee BOCC meeting, I noticed that Heather Hedgecock, 
Public Safety/911 Emergency Communications Manager, was 
acknowledged as County employee of the month for August.  
Maybe we should explore moving our 911 to Manatee as 
one part of our investigation into solutions for the problems 
with Sarasota.  This could include a discussion at next week’s 
BIEOM of the quality of 911 service experienced by the Anna 
Maria municipalities.

Ken Schneier
Mayor
Town of Longboat Key

From the League of Women Voters 
Manatee County

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Just in case you missed this item, the League of Women 

Voters of Manatee County released a report on Manatee 
County’s Sept. 12 meeting. It appears that Mr. Charlie Bishop 
will become the permanent County Administrator.

#59. Discussion of Finalists for County Administrator
Manatee County conducted a nationwide search for a new 

County Administrator and the previous meeting narrowed 
the field to Andrew Butterfield and then added the current 
Deputy Administrator, Charlie Bishop as a finalist in the last 
regular meeting, over the objections of Kruse. Kruse stated 
that the direction of the board, and supported by citizens, was 
for someone outside of the county with fresh ideas. The other 
Commissioners stated that they liked Butterfield and would 
consider him for an alternate position, but that they thought 
Bishop was a better fit. Moved to appoint Bishop County 
Administrator passed 6-1 Kruse voting no. 

Penny Gold
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Possible topic for our Manatee County 
meeting

To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
I am curious if the Manatee water treatment plant is 

addressing this serious health issue, and/or if are there plans 
to do so. Would this be an appropriate agenda item for our 
Oct. 31st meeting?

Indiana
Microplastic report highlights need for new technologies 

and reduction in fast fashion
Noe Padilla
Lafayette Journal & Courier
A report presented to West Lafayette leaders this week 

depicted what tiny, harmful manmade items can be found in 
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  Sandra Smith  |  941.383.3388
6350 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE • LONGBOAT KEY, FL

    CHUBB, AIG, UNIVERSAL, UNITED, SAFECO, PROGRESSIVE, FRONTLINE, VAULT, FLOOD, WE HAVE YOU COVERED!

SECUR-ALL INSURANCE AGENCY

EditorLetters
Letters, from page 6

Physician
recommended 

The Only Liposomal Formulation using Olive Pomace
Oil with a Unique Combination of Ingredients to: 

Decrease free radical production*

Inhibit mast cell activation*

Promote immune system balance*

Protect sensitive tissues*

Reduce inflammation*

Sharpen cognition*

Strengthen memory*

Support Brain health* 

GentleDerm® is a unique antioxidant lotion containing aloe, olive leaf, 
chamomile and oregano extract together with the novel flavonoid, 
tetramethoxyflavone, for dry, irritated or sensitive skin.

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. These products are not Intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

algonot.com  •  941-346-9002  •  Toll free operator 24 hour 800-254-6668 
feedback@algonot.com

430 Interstate Court • Sarasota • Florida • 34240

T. C. Theoharides, BA, MS, MPhil, PhD, MD
From Yale University

www.mastcellmaster.com

NOW 
The Algonot® Family of Nutraceuticals were 
developed based on extensive published 
research by Prof. Theoharis Theoharides 
PhD, MD, are covered by numerous patents 
and supported by clinical studies. They are 
intended for individuals with unique dietary 
requirements and sensitivities. The greatest 
consideration is taken in the selection, 
source and purity of ingredients in all 
formulations for better health and safety.

Up to 3 Products!
PROMO CODE:

Algonot15

our water and offered suggestions for removal.
After several months of research, the West Lafayette Go Greener Commission presented 

its report on microplastic pollution in relation to wastewater treatment in the City of West 
Lafayette to the city council on Monday.

Error! Filename not specified.
The report was requested by the West Lafayette City Council back in June in hopes of 

gaining a deeper understanding of how microplastics affect the water within the Greater 
Lafayette area. The report would also address methods for removing microplastics.

What are microplastics?
Microplastics are tiny plastic particles that result from both commercial product develop-

ment and the breakdown of larger plastics over time. The microplastics, according to the 
research presented, can act as carriers of other environmental toxins, such as polystyrene.

Exposure to high concentrations of polystyrene can affect human lung cells and increase 
the risk of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, according to the National Library of 
Medicine.

Halee Griffey, West Lafayette Climate Resiliency and Sustainability officer, shared her 
findings of the report with the West Lafayette City Council.

“The current literature does reveal however microplastics are a threat to the environment 
and human health. And in the context of wastewater contamination are found in both 
wastewater and in the biosolids known as “sewage sludge” resulting from the water treatment 
process,” said Griffey, also a member of the West Lafayette Go Greener Commission.

“Studies have shown that wastewater treatment plants across the world are currently 
capable of mitigating microplastic contamination to some extent, with some studies urging 
that they can reduce microplastic contamination by about 90 percent in primary and second-
ary treatment systems and some can even reduce microplastic contamination in pretreatment 
systems.”

Recommendations for removing microplastics from our water:
Ultimately, Griffey offered two significant recommendations to the West Lafayette City 

Council on how to address the issue of microplastics; first by investing in newer wastewater 
technologies that can address microplastics; and second, by educating local residents on the 
impact microplastics can have on one’s health and how individuals can reduce their effect of 
producing microplastics by altering certain daily habits.

Penny Gold

Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Street and light
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip several months ago we had a water leak under Ketch Lane, and it still has a trench in the 

dirt across the street, also the new street lights are out on the entire street.
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Street and light
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Gary Coffin
Howard and Susan forwarded me your email below.  Yes, you are correct; the pavement repair 

is taking way too long.  Our go-to asphalt repair vendor has recently been non-responsive, so 
we are going to look into other options.  We have some personnel out this week, but when 
they return next week, we should be able to get a vendor and a timeline that we can forward 
to you.  Also, Guy Matricciani on our team will be inspecting the streetlight issue tomorrow 
to see what we need to do there.

Isaac Brownman
Director Public Works
Town of Longboat Key
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6400 Gulf of Mexico Dr.  •  941.383.8833 (office)  •  www.christchurchof lbk.org

Growing in Jesus’ Name
Worship With Us at Our Church

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Norman Pritchard

Men’s Bible Study: Monday @ 9:00
Women’s Bible Study: Wednesday @ 10:00

Visitors & Residents Welcome

Watch Our 10:00 AM Service Live: 
www.bit.ly/cclbksermons or 

www.christchurchof lbk.org (follow YouTube link)

            
           Address                                            Sq. Ft.           List Price   Bed/Bath/Half Bath    Days On Market      Sale Price                                                  

220 COOLIDGE DR
171 WHITTIER DR
525 SUTTON PL

3,514
5,716
1,450

$4,300,000 
$13,950,000 
$599,000

109
200
69

Bird Key, Lido Key, Longboat Key latest sales

1
1
1

7
5
2

6
5
3

$3,950,000 
$13,950,000 
$599,000

KeyRealEstate

171 WHITTIER DR

Got an opinion?  
WE WANT TO HEAR IT!   

letters@LBKNews.com
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39
80

55
-1

443F John Ringl ing Blvd  |  Sarasota,  FL 34236

JEFF RHINELANDER
941-685-3590 | jef f@jef f rh inelander.com

COURTNEY TARANTINO
941-893-7203 | cour tney. tarant ino@flor idamoves.com

5527 PALMER CIRCLE, UNIT 206
SELLER REPRESENTED  |  $465,000

1744 FORTUNA STREET
BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $1,650,000

460 E. ROYAL FLAMINGO DRIVE
BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $3,300,000

114 N. WARBLER LANE 
SELLER & BUYER REPRESENTED  |  $3,100,000
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OnPatrol
The following are actual police reports as written by Longboat Key Police Officers. They are edited for length, punctuation and to protect privacy.

Sept. 8
Lost property

11:04 a.m. 
Officer Zunz was at the police department front desk when 

a resident called to report two of her watercraft possessions 
were missing from her property as a result of the hurricane last 
Wednesday. Officer Zunz then advised that police do not take 
reports over the phone, but made an exception as the resident 
was out of the area. The missing items include a blue two 
seater kayak that’s believed to be an Ovation brand as well as 
a white paddleboard with manufacturer  unknown. The caller 
stated that the entire property had been checked with negative 
results, though she opted to file a report. Case clear.

Sept. 9
Citizen assist

8:49 a.m.
Officer Miklos was dispatched to the 4400 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive in reference to a 

disabled vehicle. Upon arrival, Officer Miklos came into contact with the complainant who 
advised she needed to get a tow truck for her street legal dune buggy. The complainant advised 
an unknown woman from the condominium advised her she could not get a tow truck int eh 
parking lot due to the pavers. The complainant requested that Officer Miklos follow her to her 
residence. The complainant arrived safely back at her residence. Case clear.

Traffic citation
8:51 p.m.
Officer Ferrigine responded to the 3000 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive and observed a blue 

Honda without license plate lights traveling southbound. Officer Ferrigine conducted a traffic 
stop on the vehicle and made contact with the driver who presented a passport from Brazil. 
The driver was issued a notice to appear for no driver’s license. The driver was advised to park 
the vehicle. Case clear. 

Flooding
10:03 p.m.
Officer Nazareno responded to the 4800 block of Gulf of Mexico Drive for a citizen assist 

call regarding flooding in the location. Upon arrival, Officer Nazareno observed heavy water 
flow from the stand pipe fire suppression system of the building and immediately requested for 
Longboat Key Fire Department to respond. Firefighters turned off the fire suppression system 
upon arrival and checked the area. Officer Nazareno was released from the scene by the Fire 
Department supervisor. Case clear.

Sept. 11
Traffic citation

11:58 a.m.
Officer Martinson while on patrol monitoring traffic, observed a black Chevrolet Spark 

traveling northbound on Gulf of Mexico Drive and had a solid red light fail to come to a com-
plete stop before making a right hand turn on red onto Bay Isles Parkway. Officer Martinson 
conducted a traffic stop in the parking lot of Publix. Officer Martinson made contact with the 
driver and explained to her why she had been pulled over. The driver stated she did not realize 
she had not come to a complete stop for the red light before making a right hand turn on red. 
The driver was given a citation. Case clear.

Boating citation
2:00 p.m.
Officer Connors while on marine patrol in the area of Longboat Pass, observed a boat 

operating with no registration numbers nor registration sticker. Officer Connors requested the 
owner/operators registration paperwork in which he was unable to produce. Officer Connors 

escorted the boat back to the Coquina Boat Ramp to retrieve 
the paperwork. While dockside, Officer Connors conducted 
a safety check of the boat in which the owner/operator was 
unable to produce the required safety equipment, personal 
floatation devices for the three occupants, type IV throwable 
and flares which were expired and missing the correct amount. 
Officer Connors issued the owner/operator citations. Case 
clear.

Sept. 12
Traffic hazard

1:34 a.m.
Sgt. Montfort while on patrol, observed a vehicle in a ditch 

at the intersection of Gulf of Mexico Drive and Triton Bend. 
Sgt. Montfort then observed a man laying on the trunk of the car appearing unresponsive. Sgt. 
Montfort made contact with the man who said he was lost and attempted to turn around, miss-
ing the turn. The man further stated he was extremely tired after arriving from a flight from 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. The man did not exhibit any signs of intoxication and requested a 
winch out of the ditch. Sgt. Montfort observed minor damage to the front bumper lip of the 
vehicle. The man observed minor damage to the front of the vehicle. The man declined having 
an accident report completed. Sgt. Montfort then requested the next available tow truck to be 
dispatched to the scene. The towing company was dispatched and arrived on scene to remove 
the vehicle. Officer Ferrigine and Sgt. Montfort stopped traffic so the tow operator could get 
the vehicle out. Once the vehicle was removed, Officers returned to service. Case clear.

Traffic hazard
12:40 p.m.
Officer Connors while on patrol, observed a vehicle that was disabled, partially in the road-

way, obstructing the bike lane. Officer Connors spoke to the owner who advised that he had 
a tow truck en route and should be arriving shortly. Due to the tow being delayed, the vehicle 
was pushed off the roadway. Officer Connors assisted the owner with a ride to his residence. 
Case clear.

Sept. 14
Noise complaints

2:20 p.m.
Officer Miklos and Officer Martinson were dispatched to the 4800 block of Gulf of Mexico 

Drive in reference to a noise complaint about a boat with loud music near the beach. The caller 
did not want to meet with police. Upon arrival, Officer Martinson could hear music off in the 
distance and located the boat near the beach access entrance. Officer Martinson spoke to the 
man playing music and advised him of the noise complaint. The man was fully cooperative and 
advised he would turn the music down. The music was turned down and officers left without 
further incident. Case cleared.

Sept. 15
Fire

8:34 a.m.
Officer Swinford was dispatched to Lyons Lane in reference to smoke coming from the 

garage at a residence. Officer Swinford arrived on scene after Longboat Key Fire Rescue and 
stood by as they assessed the situation. Smoke was observed coming from the residence. Shortly 
after Longboat Key Fire arrived on scene, the fire was put out in the garage. Case clear.

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com or 941.387.2200

4551 N Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234

(941) 355-8437

2510 1st Street
Bradenton, FL 34208

(941) 748-4679
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Arrange your private tour. 941.387.1661 
or Membership@LongboatKeyClub.com.

LONGBOAT KEY CLUB
NOW ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERS

Private Beach
World Class Dining
Championship Golf
Pickleball & Tennis
Spa & Wellness Center
Deep-Water Marina
Concierge Services

See Letters, page 12

Street and light
To: Longboat Key Public Works Director Isaac Brownman
Thank you Isaac for your quick response no rush I just wanted to bring it to your attention. 

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Triton Property
To: Longboat Key Building Official Patti Fige
From Commissioner Bishop and is regarding a property at the corner of Triton and GMD 

that backs up to the houses on Buttonwood.  This property, she referred to it as Ben Price’s 
property although she also said he doesn’t own it anymore, may be in the early stages of devel-
opment.

The problem that occurred during Idalia was that the dirt from that property apparently 
went into the backyards and pools of several houses on Buttonwood (maybe 600 and 602 
Buttonwood).  The silt fence that was supposed to have stopped or greatly reduced the material 
leaving the site apparently failed badly.  I assume that the elevation of the new construction is 
probably higher than the older homes on Buttonwood and that may have also contributed to 
the problems. 

Would you please have someone check on this and if the silt fence broke or isn’t working, 
let’s see that it gets back to proper working order.  If there are other drainage improvements, 
like a swale to retain water coming off of the higher property, let’s be sure that what ever the 
plans call for is being implemented in a timely manner. 

Thanks very much for your help with this.
Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Triton Property
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Inspectors provided the following information:
“The property is being prepared for a new construction single family residence and has a 

building permit issued - Permit #PB23-0053 – the address is 3100 Gulf of Mexico Drive. 
Doug and I visited the site and found the silt fence upright and trenched in compliance. We 
saw no large amounts of dirt outside the fencing at this time The new site is being built up to 
be elevated higher than neighboring properties, but there are existing swales at the perimeter 
of the site. I have reached out to the contractor to make them aware of the previous issue and 
they assured me they would be watching the site closely.”

Let me know if you would like us to do anything further. We will continue to monitor this 
site.

Patti Fige
Building Official 
Town of Longboat Key

Triton Property
To: Longboat Key Commissioner BJ Bishop
Below is the report from Patti on that construction site after the storm.  By copy of this 

email, I’m asking Patti to reach out to the neighbors next to the property to see if there still is 
(or if they have pictures of ) the dirt coming off of the construction site into their pools/yards.  
If the site was properly maintained as indicated and there were still impacts to neighboring 
properties, we will need to review the requirements to see if they’re adequate.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key 

Canal Navigability Ordinance
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Since July 10, 2023, a large boat was improperly moored that is not even the owner of 

record/homeowner’s vessel. There has been much activity on the boat with people living there, 
leaving lights on going into the unoccupied home that the current residents are not living in. 
They are about to list and sell their property again and it may imply to the new home buyer 
that this is evidently assumed it is allowed and what if the new buyer has an even bigger vessel 
to improperly moor there? We really need your help in resolving this issue immediately please!

I believe there’s many violations here with a 30-day minimum rental rule on the island as 
well as since two years ago we have been trying to have the town address the serious void in 
our public owned canals.

I implore you to have the ordinance adopted and immediately enforced being the current 
owners of record, are preparing to list the property to sell, and we certainly don’t want any 
incorrect conveyance of the property as though the new homeowner has the right to create a 
marina out of there a 30 percent permitted dock area in country club, Shores, or anywhere in 
Longboat Key 

I look forward to being first on the docket September 11 at 1 p.m. so we can address this 
issue and finally get some resolution to prevent further flagrant  behavior that will create a 
nuisance for all residents living here on the canals.

I appreciate all of your support and help in this oversight with our neutral, navigational 
waters and all of our publicly owned canals in Longboat Key. I know that you all have our 
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See Letters, page 14

Give the Gift of Tennis Lessons
AFFORDABLE - PROFESSIONAL - DOWNTOWN SARASOTA

Give your children or grandchildren professional tennis instruction
 at the City of Sarasota’s Payne Park.

Foam Ball: 
Ages 4 to 6, Tuesdays 4 to 5 p.m. kids learn proper contact and 
swing using soft foam tennis balls to develop confidence. $20

Red Ball: 
Ages 6 to 10, Tuesdays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on , preparation, foot 
work, hand-eye coordination and contact. $20

10 And Under High Performance: 
Mondays 5 to 6 p.m. Focus on biomechanics, technique, footwork, 
agility, shot-making and rallying. $20

Middle and High School Tennis Prep: 
Wednesdays 4 to 6 p.m. complete tennis training to bring the game 
to a match-ready level. $30

Individual Junior lessons $60 per hour.

Sherry ‘Nef’ Price is a USPTR certified professional. She played at IMG and Division 1 College.
Call Payne Park Tennis center at 941-263-6641 to schedule.

Payne Park Tennis Center, 2050 Adams Lane, Downtown Sarasota, 34237

LONGBOAT KEY TENNIS CENTER
Join the fun!

10 OPEN COURTS  |  TOURNAMENT PLAY  |  LESSONS
FULL SERVICE TENNIS PRO SHOP

ROUND ROBIN LEAGUE
CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS AND CLINICS

OPEN MON-FRI  7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
SAT-SUN  7:30 AM - 1200 PM

SEASONAL AND ANNUAL PASSES ENJOY
UNLIMITED FREE PLAY!

 590 BAY ISLES ROAD  |  LONGBOAT KEY, FL
941.316.8367

interests at heart & hope that everything will be officially concluded after Mondays meeting 
on Sept. 11. Thank you very much for your time and your efforts.

Kathy Callahan 
President -Country Club Shores I & II
Longboat Key

Canal Navigability Ordinance
To: Kathy Callahan 
Your email was forwarded to me. Thanks for letting us know about these issues. I’m aware 

that the Police Dept. investigated the navigability complaint back in July and that Chief Turner 
followed up with you to advise of the Officer’s determination that the moored vessel did not 
prohibit navigability of the Marine Unit’s largest vessel.

We will also be especially on the lookout for evidence of vacation rentals in violation of the 
minimum 1-month stay. The Town utilizes a service that crawls through online listings of mul-
tiple vacation rental services.  If you, or your neighbors, are aware of any of specific instances 
where a short-term rental may be taking place, please reach out to our Code Enforcement 
Officers at 941-316-1966 Ext. 2520, or via email at codeenforcement@longboatkey.org.

With regard to the Canal Navigability ordinance, the Town Commission provided direction 
to staff, as a next step, to bring forward an ordinance to the Planning & Zoning Board.  We 
are targeting the P&Z Board’s October 17th Regular Meeting for a public hearing on a draft 
ordinance. Following that, the ordinance will be brought to the Town Commission for 2 public 
hearings.

If you have any follow-up questions, etc. please don’t hesitate to reach out to me directly. 
My contact info is below.

Allen Parsons
Director Planning, Zoning & Building Department
Town of Longboat Key  

Canal Navigability Ordinance
To: Kathy Callahan 
Following-up on the Town Manager’s feedback at the beginning of the Town Commission 

meeting yesterday. I’m attaching the report that was included as background for the Town 
Commission’s discussion on this topic back in February. On page 3 of the staff report is a draft 
of the language that will be considered in a public hearing; first with the P&Z Board and then 
with the Town Commission.

Allen Parsons
Planning, Zoning and Building Director
Town of Longboat Key

Radioactive Roads Sign-On Opportunity to EPA
To: Longboat Key Commission
My name is Emma Haydocy, I’m reaching out on behalf of Surfrider Foundation and con-

stituents in our Suncoast Chapter to ask for your support to join state and local elected officials 
from across the state in a letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency urging them to 
deny an application from Mosaic to use phosphogypsum in a pilot road study in Florida, and 
to oppose the use of phosphogypsum. 

We need your voice to protect public and environmental health in Florida. 
The letter to the EPA will be a major showing of elected officials from Florida who do not 

want radioactive waste in their roads and communities.  
As leaders in the Sunshine State, you understand how important it is to protect the health of 

our communities and integrity of our waterways. The approval of the Mosaic application could 
ultimately lead to widespread use of the toxic and carcinogenic substance in road construction 
throughout the state. The impacts to Longboat Key’s vibrant community and prized waters 
would be devastating.

We must ensure the EPA hears from state and local elected officials in Florida to let them 
know that despite the passage of HB1191 in the state legislature this year, Floridians do not 
want to be unduly exposed to radioactive material on their morning commute. 

The voice of Longboat Key is essential – please review the letter and sign here. Feel free to 
share widely within your network. The deadline to sign is September 15, 2023. 

Emma Haydocy 
Florida Policy Manager 
Surfrider Foundation

Millage rate
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip can you ask staff to run the difference between the proposed 1985 rate against the 1999 

rate currently in effect, and ask them to compare those $ numbers with home values of 1mil, 
2mil, and 3 mil? Also, for homesteaded and non-homsteaded residents. Any time prior to our 
next meeting is fine.

Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Millage rate
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
Tip can you ask Sandi to run the numbers with your new millage proposal rates? 
Gary Coffin
Commissioner
Town of Longboat Key

Whitney Plaza/Manatee County
To: Longboat Key Commissioner Maureen Merrigan
Heard from Manatee County Interim Administrator Charlie Bishop on Saturday that 

he’s directed his team to draft the interlocal with the School Board regarding leased space at 
Whitney Plaza and to “get this over the finish line”.  This the first definitive direction on this 
subject from the County Administrator’s Office that I have seen and it is a critical moment for 
this project.  I have shared my gratitude with Mr. Bishop for mobilizing his team (the right 
people are involved) to get this moving forward as a follow up to the County Commission 
direction that authorized staff to negotiate with the School Board on the interlocal agreement.

I know that Mr. Porter, owner of Whitney Plaza, has been very patient in this process and 
the County’s movement should include finalizing a lease agreement (along with the interlocal 
agreement).  All of this still must be approved by both the County Commission and School 
Board.

Lastly, the County Commission is expected to make a decision on a permanent County 
Administrator at their September 12th meeting.

Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

A/C Issue in Chambers
To: Longboat Key Commission
First meeting back and of course the A/C unit that serves the Chamber is acting up this 

morning.  We have put in a service request to our vendor but at this time don’t know if they 
will have success in addressing it prior to the start of the meeting at 1:00 pm. 

While the rest of the building units are working and will keep the other areas cool, we are 
looking at some fan options.  I’m sharing this with you as you may want to wear something 
cooler in the event it is not fixed (and bring a sweater or jacket in case it is fixed and it becomes 
too cool for your comfort).

 Howard N. Tipton
Town Manager
Town of Longboat Key

Signs
To: Longboat Key Town Manager Howard Tipton
In the water just north of Land’s End, there used to be a “Slow No Wake” sign... similar to 

the one next to Shore restaurant.  Fairly recently, perhaps in the storm, the sign disappeared...
just an empty post now.  As a result, we’ve had an increase in boats cruising past at high

speed making lots of wake which is undercutting our seawall, not to manage
posing a hazard to anchored boaters, kayakers, etc.    Since these are Town
waters, can you please arrange for the Town to replace the Slow No Wake
sign?     Since it was there before, I’m hopeful this can be done without
State involvement.
Also, could the Town please post some large signs at the end of our Dock saying “Loud 

Editor Letters
Letters, from page 11
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Anyone shopping for wine in a wine shop, beverage store, or 
supermarket notices the expert wine reviewer points and other 
ad copy on shelves. Retailers decorate shelves and bottles with 
adtags, shelf talkers/barkers, and bottle neckers. These market-
ing devices have become an industry in their own right.

The wine shelf ads with points, such as 90 RP or 92 JS, 
attract many buyers. In a wine bar or at a dinner party, we hear 
about a 90+ point wine. What does this mean?

It means that a wine reviewer working independently or for 
a print or web publication has assigned a numeric grade to a 
wine. The 100 point scale popularized by RP (Robert Parker) 
has a barely passing grade of around 70 and an rarely used 
ultimate grade of 100. Wine buyers tend now to prefer wines 
with 90+ points and may only buy those wines. Similar to 
grade inflation in colleges beginning during the 1970’s, wine 
reviewers have let points creep up to 85 points at the lower range of an acceptable wine and 
90+ point ratings for far too many ordinary wines. When looking at ads on shelves that have a 
wine rating of 90+ points, bear in mind that it takes only one reviewer to boost a wine rating 
into this favored range. Some wine reviewers give more weight to a low price, while others 
prefer wines from certain varietals or regions. Wine ratings of 90+ by several trusted reviewers 
inspire greater confidence.

Wine reviews have become a business model for RP, JS (James Suckling), JD (Jeff Dunham), 
and others. Some have paid subscription services, much like on-line magazines, and employ 
reviewers who cover specific wine regions. In addition to price and region, other factors influ-
ence ratings or wines. A recent vintage of a wine may have a higher or lower rating than a older 
vintage. A 2022 vintage of the Cline Ancient Vines Zinfandel from Contra Costa in California 
($19) has a rating of around 90 points, while the 2022 vintage of the same wine has a slightly 
lower rating. While it would make sense to rate a wine from a recent vintage lower, in that 
will need years of aging before it’s ready to drink, than an older vintage that has reached peak 
aging, but that does not seem to be the case. True, the ratings of an exceptional vintage will 
be higher that the ratings of a more recent vintage considered less than exceptional, yet ratings 
do not appear to take into account the costs and uncertainties entailed in holding a wine for 
several more years. Perhaps speculators who plan to hold wine expect to see price increases in 
the future. For them, wine ready to drink now has no special value.

WineTimes

S.W. and Rich Hermansen
Guest Writers
wine@lbknews.com

The meaning of wine ratings

License No. 2425. The Florida Commission for Independant 
Education. Accreditation www.ACAHM.org

Classics Integrated with
Traditional Chinese Medicine®

Are You Ready for a
Career Change?

Classics Integrated with

Acupuncture &
Chinese Medicine

Earn a Master’s Degree in

Gainesville & Bradenton, FL
for more information:

info@dragonrises.edu 
(800) 606-6685

Dragon Rises College
of Oriental Medicine

TM

 www.dragonrises.edu

Comparisons of ratings of a wine by different reviewers seem reassuring. Vivino, a wine seller 
on the web and creator of a very large if not the largest database wines, has summarized wine 
reviews by well known reviewers who assign points to wines on a 0-100 scale. The correlation 
of ratings by wine reviewers suggests uniform standards for rating wines. The summaries for 
one-point intervals show closely correlated numeric ratings. Vivino publishes web community 
reviews on a zero to five scale of a large number of wines on https://www.vivino.com/US-CA/
en/. Within the usual intervals of wine critics’ 0-100 scale and the Vivino five point scale, the 
critics’ 90 point rating matches a Vivino 4.0 rating, except the corresponding 91 point rating 
by Vinous’ highly respected reviewer Antonio Galloni. 

Perhaps more significant, and a bit surprising, the consensus ratings of hundreds of vol-
unteer reviewers from different countries correlate and fall in step with ratings by prominent 
wine reviewers. This means that upward progressions of Vivino community average ratings 
correspond closely with upward progressions of the critics’ ratings. As one would expect, a 
quick look at a distribution of Vivino community ratings of a given wine has much greater 
variance than the distribution of ratings by highly regarded wine critics. Reviews from across 
a community of wine reviewers does not have the uniform standards of the expert reviewers. 
It seems clear, nonetheless, that the summaries of ratings of volunteer reviewers on the web 
prove more reliable than the ratings of any individual reviewer and closely correlated with the 
ratings of wine experts..    

S. W. Hermansen has used his expertise in econometrics, data science and epidemiology to help 
develop research databases for the Pentagon, the National Institutes of Health, the Department of 
Agriculture, and Health Resources and Services. He has visited premier vineyards and taste wines 
from major appellations in California, Oregon, New York State, and internationally from Tuscany 
and the Piedmont in Italy, the Ribera del Duero in Spain, the Barossa Valley and McLaren Vale 
in Australia, and the Otego Valley in New Zealand. Currently he splits time between residences in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland and St. Armand’s Circle in Florida.

Rich Hermansen selected has first wine list for a restaurant shortly after graduating from college 
with a degree in Mathematics. He has extensive service and management experience in the food and 
wine industry. Family and friends rate him as their favorite chef, bartender, and wine steward. He 
lives in Severna Park, Maryland.

The summaries of ratings of volunteer reviewers on the web prove more reliable than the 
ratings of any individual reviewer and closely correlated with the ratings of wine experts.

Got an opinion?  WE WANT TO HEAR IT!   
letters@lbkews.com

Ads that work...
ads@Lbknews.com 

941.387.2200
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KeyCrossword

Letters, from page 12
Music Prohibited. Longboat Key Ordinance,”  or something 
to that effect?

James G. Haft
Longboat Key
 

Noise Violations City of Sarasota
To: Sarasota City Commission
It is 6 p.m. on a Monday night, and I am sitting in my liv-

ing room - with the patio door closed - and like my neighbors 
am being bombarded with the percussive and incessant sound 
of drums. It has been going on since I returned home (and 
probably before) at approx. 4.45pm. My decibel reader has 
clocked the neighbor, whose rental cottage is 10ft from our 
property line and which we overlook, at a max of 93 dB with 
the needle staying mostly in the mid 80s.  This is cruel and 
unusual punishment!

There are 80 seniors who live here, and while several have 
some measure of hearing loss, the majority of us do not. 
Several of us have called the police when the drumming goes 
on for an abnormal length of time, but they claim that their 
hands are tied by city statutes. However, I found the following 
buried within those very statutes and would like to know why 
the laws cannot be enforced, please?

There must be something that can be done. One person 
should not be able to disrupt and destroy the peaceful enjoy-
ment of the homes and environment of an entire residential 
neighborhood, albeit in the city.

I’m looking forward to hearing a response from you and/or 
your legal team.

Tina Steele
Sarasota

Noise Violations City of Sarasota again
To: Sarasota City Commission
It is Sunday, and for the past two hours, and counting, we 

have again been subjected to the incessant, loud drumming 
of the idiot who lives in the cottage my apartment building 
overlooks. This is on the heels of the partying he was doing 
until almost 4 a.m. this morning, when he and his friends 
were talking loudly, laughing and keeping everyone awake 
who has hearing. Any hearing. Had I not been so exhausted, 
I would have called the police - as I had to do just last week 
because he was carousing until gone 3 a.m. The time before, 
it was 5 a.m. These parties are becoming more frequent, and 
we’ve had 2 in the past 7 days.

Living here has become increasingly intolerable. How can 
this be acceptable? We are a large community of ~80 seniors 
and we are being tormented by this selfish, uncaring indi-
vidual. The police have been called out repeatedly - both day 
and night - for making unacceptable noise. But, he has never 
been held accountable.

When I met recently with Commissioner Ahearn-Koch, 
we looked at the actual city statutes, and there is one that 
encompasses daytime noise. that is applicable in this case. Mr. 
Fournier has yet to respond to my earlier emails, and Jen said 
she would speak to him again, but I have heard nothing and 
we continue to be bombarded with this almost daily noise 

pollution.
You are elected officials and as a constituent, and a pro-

tected class (disabled senior), I implore you to do something 
for my community. We are being tormented.

Tina Steel
Sarasota

Noise Disturbance Calls for Service
To: Sarasota City Captain Robert Armstrong
Morning Rob.  Can you please have either Jamie or Dustin 

contact the complainant and explain the ordinance and how 
noise violation procedures work.  Hopefully that will help her 
understand the process.  Thanks.  

Deputy Police Chief Scott Mayforth
Sarasota City Police
City of Sarasota

Noise Disturbance Calls for Service
To: Sarasota City Police Sgt. Dustin Luciano
Please call the complainant on this. Let me know the out-

come. Thank you.   
Captain Robert Armstrong
Sarasota City Police
City of Sarasota

Takeaway

Noise Disturbance Calls for Service
To: Sarasota City Police Captain Robert Armstrong
Captain, just an update.
I called and left a voicemail for Ms. Steele. No call back 

yet. I went to Casa Santa Marta Apartments and spoke to 
Manager, Deborah Mester, who stated that there are occasion-
ally reports from residence that is playing loud drums. She 
advised that Ms. Steele’s is the complainant most of the time 
and that her apartment overlooks the backyard on 7th St. 
which is a contributing factor.

I went to the residence and met with one of the tenants. 
He advised that his roommate plays the drums, and he would 
talk to him when he returned home. I provided him with my 
business card. He was very reasonable and respectful.

I then spoke to the tenant and he stated that his neighbor 
does play the drums once or twice a month but typically only 
plays it in the afternoon hours.

I also spoke to the manager at Rosemary Apartments, and 
they advised that they have not had any issues. I’ll keep you 
posted.

Sgt. Dustin Luciano
Police Department
City of Sarasota
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Business Directory

ANTIQUE ORIENTAL RUGS.COM
FOR OVER 40 YEARS...

ALL HAND CHOSEN
ALL ONE-OF-A-KIND

BOUGHT • SOLD • APPRAISED
Visit our Sarasota Gallery
Call Robert Mosby

941.925.1025
By appointment only

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
SLEEP KING

Free Removal and Set Up
  

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)
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$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 | SAT 8:30-6:00 | SUN 11:00-6:00
941-922-5271                     www.SleepKing.net
1901 Hansen St • Sarasota, FL  
(1 Block south of Bee Ridge Off  41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom

ADVERTISE WITH MONEY MAILER OF SARASOTA, CALL 941-536-5109
281-14-0174/007

SLEEP KING
DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

941-922-5271 • Toll Free 800-265-9124
1901 Hansen St. • Sarasota, FL
(1 Block South of Bee Ridge Off 41 - Turn @ Tire Kingdom)

www.SleepKing.net

Same
Day

Delivery

Come in 
for a FREE 

2-Hour 
Nap!Since

1972

NEVER KNOWINGLY UNDERSOLD!

Authorized
Dealer

CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE* CLIP TO SAVE*

$200OFF $300OFF FREE
2 PILLOWS & A 

CAN OF SARDINES
Expires 4-30-11 Expires 4-30-11

With purchase of mattress or set.
Expires 4-30-11

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

SELECT MATTRESS SETS
ANY SIZE

MON-FRI 8:30-8:00 • SAT 8:30–6:00 • SUN 11:00–5:00
• 30 Day Comfort Exchange  • Removal and Set Up
• Quality, Value and Service
• Discount Prices on Adjustable Beds
• Locally Owned and Operated - LBK residents
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SLEEP KING SLEEP KING

FREE
2-HOUR

NAP!

FREE
SAME DAY
DELIVERY

DISCOUNT SLEEP CENTER

Cortez Bait & Seafood 
Fresher than Fresh!

Local Florida Seafood
Oysters • Shrimp • Clams

Fish Spread • Smoked Mullet
Tues-Sat: 10 AM to 6 PM  •  Sun-Mon: 11AM to 6 PM       

Located 2 blocks south of Cortez Road 941.794.1547
CortezSeafoodMarket.com

                  4528 119th St. West, Cortez

SEE US ON FACEBOOK

MON - SAT: 10 AM TO 6:30PM | SUN: 10AM TO 5PM
12110 Cortez Road West

Cortez, FL
941.794.1547

www.cortezbaitandseafood.com

200 CENTRAL AVE. SUITE 11
ACROSS FROM WHOLE FOODS 

484-889-8991  • menshaircutsarasota.com

KAREN & ANGELO POMPETTI
Two Generations of Master Barbers 

Traditional & Cutting Edge Barbering
38 Years in Business

4528 119th Street West |Cortez | FL
In Historic Cortez Village

•  Waterfront dining
•  Fresh local seafood
•  Entertainment

www.swordfi shgrillcortez.com

Happy Hour 
DAILY

4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
 941.798.2035

941.260.3232

3501 South Tamiami Trail, Ste. 1165
Sarasota, FL 34239

Sunday-Thursday 11:00-10:00
Friday & Saturday 11:00-11:00 

Reservati ons online at
 connorsrestaurant@connorconcepts.com

L  ved againL  
Boutique

Upscale Women’s Consignment Store
4141 S. Tamiami Trail #8

Sarasota, FL 34231
941.702.8159

MENTION AD FOR 15% DISCOUNT
EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS

AcuMedFL.com  •  KCHILL@ACUEMEDFL.COM
11 S. Blvd. of the Presidents | St. Armands Circle

941.250.6911

• Acupuncture

• Injection Therapy

• Herbology

• Homeopathy

• Massage

MASSAGE & MORE
ON ST. ARMANDS CIRCLE

Steff's Stuff
5380 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE

IN THE CENTRE SHOPS   •  941.383.1901
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 4:00 

SteffsStuffLBK.com

ANTIQUES AND TREASURES
ESTATES & CONSIGNMENTS ARRIVING DAILY 

CPA
Taxes and Accounting

941-387-0926

Art Ready To Hang
Sale5370 #202 

GMD
Bob and Mary are @

 5370 #2020 Gulf of Mexico Dr

DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN
DESIGN 2

0
0
0

EXCELLENCE
AND EXPERIENCE

IN HAIR AND NAIL DESIGN

941-387-9807

6840 GULF OF MEXICO DRIVE
AT WHITNEY BEACH PLAZA

www.design2000longboatkeyfl.com

Call for our September
New Client Mani/Pedi

SPECIAL 

Celebrating 26 years
 on the island!

ads@Lbknews.com 
941.387.2200

Fresh Air
       and
Exercise?

     Scan For Free
Legacy Trail Guide
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Bruce@BruceMyer.com  •  www.BruceMyer.com
941.376.5311
 Bruce MyerRealtor ®

595 BAY ISLES ROAD, SUITE 250
 LONGBOAT KEY, FL 34228

REAL ESTATE BY A REAL EXPERT 

                                    OVER $98 MILLION PENDING AND SOLD 2023

            OVER $97 MILLION SOLD IN 2022  •  OVER $134 MILLION SOLD IN 2021

NO REALTOR HAS EVER LISTED OR SOLD MORE LONGBOAT KEY PROPERTIES

LONGBEACH • 7105 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #11 • LONGBOAT KEY, FL • $995,000
Furnished •  2BR/2BA,• Updated  •  First level 

SANDS POINT  •  100 SANDS POINT RD., #211  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL  •  JUST LISTED  $1,595,000
2BR/2BA  •  Within the gates of the Longboat Key Club  •  Gulf views

  L’ AMBIANCE  •  435 L’AMBIANCE DR., #K905  •  LONGBOAT KEY• $3,995,000
Over 2,800 SF  •  2 Parking spaces •   Gulf, bay & golf course views

COUNTRY CLUB SHORES • 510 CHIPPING LANE  •  LONGBOAT KEY •  $1,795,000
New seawall just completed. •  3BR/2BA,  •  Fantastic opportunity

QUEENS HARBOUR  • 3590 FAIR OAKS LANE • LONGBOAT KEY, • $2,695,000
New Roof  •  Waterfront • 4BR/3.5BA  • Private guest suite • Quick access to open water

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE SCAN FOR MORE

SCAN FOR MORE

BIRD KEY
632 MOURNING DOVE DRIVE

NOW PENDING $2,895,000

WATER CLUB
1241 GULF OF MEXICO DR., #201

NOW PENDING $5,500,000

BAYPORT BEACH & TENNIS CLUB
516 BAYPORT WAY

 NOW PENDING $1,275.000

P E N D I N G   S A L E S

SCAN FOR MORE

LIDO SHORES • 1130 CENTER PLACE • SARASOTA, FL • $2,400,000
SITUATED IN THE ICONIC SARASOTA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE ENCLAVE  •  13,000 SQ. FT. +/- Lot  

SCAN FOR MORE

GRAND BAY V  •  3080 GRAND BAY BLVD., #532  •  LONGBOAT KEY, FL •   $849,000
2BR/2BA  •  Views of the golf course, and Sarasota Bay
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