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LOCAL EVENTS
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Beginners Wheel Throwing Pottery
Class | Three Ravens Pottery1005 5th
Ave, Rockford, IL 61104

Mardi Gras Night | Los Cocos of Alvarez
| 5:30 PM | 205 E. Riverside Blvd., Loves
Park, IL 61111

The Hoka Chicago To Rockford Ironman
Fun Run Series | 6:30 PM | Prairie Street
Brewing Co. | 205 E. Riverside Blvd.,
Loves Park, IL 61111

Lucha Cantina Comedy Nite - Jeffery
Hall | 7:30 PM | Lucha Cantina | 1641 N.
Alpine Rd., Rockford, IL 61107

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Rockford IceHogs: Wet Your Whistle
Wednesday | BMO Center, 300 EIm St.,
Rockford, IL 61101 *Get a ticket + 2 drinks
for $20 on Wet Your Whistle Wednesday
with media partner Power 106.3!

MARKET UPDATE

Maurice Redd, Insurance Agency Principal

Snall Buginess

OF THE MONTH

Redd Insurance Group | AAA Insurance Agency

Maurice Redd is an expert in insurance and
financial services, focused on helping individuals
and families protect their assets and plan for a
secure future. Maurice's local involvement and
vast network in Rockford allow him to provide
personalized service and support for his clients'
financial well-being. Read more on Page 27.

JANUARY 2025 ‘ BOONE, OGLE & WINNEBAGO COUNTIES
Source: Northwest lllinois Alliance of REALTORS®, Facebook Post, February 2025. https://tinyurl.com/3frujfbt

268

NEW
LISTINGS

28 $215,621 246
AVG DAYS AVG SALE SALES
ON MARKET PRICE PENDING

FEATURED LISTING

4016 EATON DR, ROCKFORD IL 61114

Welcome to a refined living experience
where every detail speaks of luxury and
sophistication. Modern contemporary
design and stylish architecture that reflects
current trends and design aesthetics,
emphasizing simplicity, open spaces...View
the listing on page 41.

LISTED AT $419,900
= &

3 Beds 1,684 Sqft 3 Baths
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House Talk Magazine

Culture

The Fun, Festive, and
Unexpected History
of St. Patrick’s Day in

the US:

And, How St Jies Inte Real

Edtate!

A Brief History:
From Ireland to the
U.S.

As Irish immigrants made their way
to America, they brought their
customs, culture, and St. Patrick’s
Day traditions with them. The
holiday quickly became a way for
Irish-Americans to show pride in
their heritage and connect with one
another in a new land.

By the mid-1800s, the Irish-
American population was large
enough to have a significant cultural
impact on cities like New York,
Boston, and Chicago. St. Patrick's
Day became not only a celebration
of Irish culture but also a symbol of
resilience, community, and—let’s be
honest—a great excuse to have
some fun. Over time, it evolved
from a religious feast day into the
lively celebration of Irish culture
that it is today.

HOUSE TALK 2

Ah, St. Patrick’s Day! A holiday known for shamrocks,
leprechauns, and the all-important quest to find that
elusive pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. Whether
you're wearing green, enjoying corned beef and cabbage,
or sipping on a pint of Guinness, this festive day has
become a global celebration synonymous with good times,
good company, and maybe a little bit of luck. But have you

ever wondered how it all began, especially here in the U.S.?
And more importantly, what does it have to do with real
estate? Let’s dive into the fascinating history of St. Patrick’s

world of housing.

ation, but it wasnt until Irish
immigrants brought their traditions
to the United States that the
festivities really started to take off.
In fact, the first St. Patrick's Day
parade wasn't held in Ireland but in
New York City in 1762, when Irish
soldiers serving in the British Army
marched through the streets to
honor their heritage. Over time, the
parade grew into the massive,
joyous celebration we know today,
with parades, parties, and all kinds
of festivities.

Why Do We Celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day in the U.S.?

The celebration of St. Patrick’s Day in
the US. is deeply tied to Irish
immigration, particularly during the
19th century. Fleeing the Great
Famine, millions of Irish

Day and explore how it's surprisingly connected to the

immigrants made their way to
America, and they brought their
customs, culture, and St. Patrick’s Day
traditions with them. The holiday
quickly became a way for Irish-
Americans to show pride in their
heritage and connect with one
another in a new land.

By the mid-1800s, the Irish-American
population was large enough to have
a significant cultural impact on cities
like New York, Boston, and Chicago.
St. Patrick's Day became not only a
celebration of Irish culture but also a
symbol of resilience, community,
and, well.. a great excuse to have
some fun. Over the years, it evolved
from a religious feast day into the
lively celebration of Irish culture that
it is today.



TIPS TO GET YOUR HOME

If you are thinking about selling a home in the spring, you want to take the time to make sure
your house is market-ready. Let's take a look at some tips that can help you succeed this spring.

DO YOUR SPRING CLEANING NOW
Start your annual deep clean early,
as clean homes sell faster. Get the
cleaning out of the way to sell
quickly.

RUN YOUR OWN INSPECTION

Do a top to bottom inspection of
your home, looking out for odd jobs
or repairs that need doing, create a
list.

MAKE YOUR HOME INVITING

First impressions count, give the
front of your home a makeover. Paint
your front door & clean the windows/
patio.

/Nesc’ HOME

MAINTENANCE

PREP THE YARD BEFORE THE WARM WEATHER

CLEAN YOUR WINDOWS AND DOORS

REPAIR OUTDOOR DECKS

DECLUTTER YOUR WINTER STUFF

INSPECT WALKWAYS AND DRIVEWAYS

BRIGHTEN UP DARK AREAS

If you have a room lacking natural
light, try to rectify this problem
before you place your home on the
market.

GET THE GREEN THUMB
Springtime means blooming
flowers, so make sure that your
garden is kept neat and well-
maintained.

NEUTRALISE & DE-PERSONALISE
Remove any personal items, as
this will then help the potential
buyer envision living there!

The month of March—when temps are beginning to rise, but before those April showers—is the
ideal time to get down and dirty with those maintenance projects,

HOUSE TALK 3



Fun St. Patrick’s Day Facts! St.

Patrick’s Day and Real Estate: The
Unexpected Connection

A Captivating Journey

The Shamrock Connection:

The first St. Patrick’s Day parade took
place in 1762 in New York City, almost
100 years before the city even
declared it a public holiday! Talk
about early adopters!

The First St. Patrick's Day Parade in
the U.S.:

While the color green has become
synonymous with St. Patrick’s Day,
it wasn't always the case. Originally,
St. Patrick's Day was associated
with blue. It wasnt until the 18th
century that green became the
color of choice, due to its
connection with Ireland's lush
landscape and the Irish
independence movement.

' .“5
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A Green Revolution:

Here's where the fun (and
unexpected) twist comes in! At first
glance it may not seem like St.
Patrick’'s Day has much to do with
real estate, but believe it or not,
there are a few fun parallels to be
drawn.

St. Patrick’s Day and Real Estate:
The Unexpected Connection

The shamrock, which is often
associated with St. Patrick's Day,
was used by St. Patrick to explain
the concept of the Holy Trinity to
the Irish. The three-leafed clover
represented the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Who knew
such a small leaf could pack such
spiritual power?

1. Luck and Opportunity:

Just as many people hope for a bit
of "Irish luck” on St. Patrick’s Day,
the real estate market is also all
about and opportunity.
Whether youre buying your first

timing

home, searching for that perfect
fixer-upper, or
investment property to strike gold,

hoping for an

a little bit of luck can go a long way!
Of course, luck is only part of the
equation—research, strategy, and
the right team (like a great real
estate agent!) will help you make
your dream home a reality. But hey,
who doesn't want a little extra luck
in their corner?

HOUSE TALK 4
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2. Shamrocks and Location, Location, Location:

In real estate, the key to finding your dream home often comes
down to one simple thing: location, location, location. Much like the
shamrock, which symbolizes prosperity and good fortune, finding
the right location for your home is where the magic happens. Just
like Irish legend, a "lucky” home in a great location can lead to
fantastic returns in the future. And just like St. Patrick’'s Day parades
that bring people together from all corners of the world, a good

neighborhood can help create a sense of community—something
we all cherish when it comes to our homes.

3. "The Green" - Real Estate Investment:

If you've ever looked at the U.S. housing market and thought, “This is looking
pretty green!” youre not alone. Real estate can be one of the most lucrative
ways to build wealth, and there’s often an element of "green" or money
involved in the conversation! From eco-friendly homes and sustainable builds
to the potential return on investment, real estate has always been about
growing your financial "pot of gold." Just make sure to do your research before
you start planning your real estate treasure hunt!

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in Your Home

Want to bring a little St. Patrick’s Day magic into your own home this year?
Here are some easy and fun ideas to get your home into the festive spirit:

« Greenery Galore: Whether it's emerald throw pillows, a green accent wall,
or some potted plants, bring the spirit of Ireland’s green hills inside.

- DIY Decor: Create your own shamrock garlands or leprechaun traps to get
in the St. Paddy's Day spirit (bonus points if the trap actually catches a
leprechaun!).

Throw a Party: Invite friends and family over for a St. Patrick’s Day bash. You
can even host an “Irish Pub Night” in your living room with plenty of Guinness,
music, and Irish-themed games.

So, this St. Patrick’s Day,
while youre out
celebrating with your
green attire and festive

' drinks, take a moment to
remember  the long

history ~ behind  this

‘ cheerful  occasion—and
how it's  surprisingly

connected to your real
M A R c H estate goals. Who knows?
Maybe your next lucky
break is just around the

corner, waiting for you to
grab it!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day,
and may your real estate
journey be as lucky as
finding a four-leaf clover!

L2 22
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THINKING ABOUT

SELLIN

SV G

START

TIP 1 SMALL

When starting to grow
plants, it’s much better to
do a little bit at a time. You
can easily cover areas you
don’t want to cultivate to
stop weeds growing.

LEARN HOW

Ul = TO PLANT

Make sure you take time to
weed and prepare the soil
before planting, and add
mulch or fertilizer where
necessary.

PLAN YOUR

TIP 2 GARDEN

This way you can work out
what to grow where, rather
than getting carried and
ending up with a jumble of
plants that don’t look good
together

KEEP AN EYE

VI & ON PESTS

Looking our for increasing
numbers of pests like
aphids, slugs and snails, will
help keep your plants safe,
and save you a lot of
heartache.

Have you outgrown your home? Or has your home

G THIS

e Growing or Shrinking Household
e Changing Circumstances
e Plenty of home equity
¢ Interest from Potential Buyers

outgrown you and your household? Here are some
factors to determine if you're financially and emotionally
ready to sell your house:

a \

w7 sl
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Introducing Sully Cadengo:

A Leader, Advocate, and Trusted Real
Estate Professional

As we celebrate the spirit of growth and transformation this
St. Patrick's month, we are thrilled to spotlight an
exceptional individual whose leadership, dedication, and
passion for her community have made a profound impact on
Rockford, IL. In this month's issue of House Talk Magazine,
we feature Sully Cadengo, a real estate powerhouse who is
shaping the future of the housing industry. Sully’s journey in
real estate is not only defined by her impressive
accomplishments—over $16 million in sales and 116+
transactions—but also by her role as a community leader

and advocate.

As the founding Vice President of the National Association
of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals (NAHREP®) Rockford
chapter, Sully has worked tirelessly to support and elevate
the voices of Hispanic real estate professionals in the area.
Balancing a thriving career with her role as a mother of six,
Sully exemplifies resilience, leadership, and a deep
commitment to making a difference in both her personal
and professional life. Her story is one of growth,
dedication, and community—a perfect fit for this season of

renewal.

Now, let’s dive into her journey as we explore how she
continues to transform the landscape of real estate and

inspire others along the way.

How Sully Cadengo Is Shaping the Future
of Real Estate in Rockford

In a world where the real estate market can feel
overwhelming, few professionals manage to make a lasting
impact as quickly as Sully Cadengo. Just a few short years
after stepping into the industry, Cadengo has made waves
in Rockford, lllinois, combining her skills, bilingual abilities,

and community leadership to create a name for herself

that’s synonymous with success and trust.

HOUSE TALK 8



Cadengo, a licensed realtor since December 2023, has already proven herself with a remarkable track record,
achieving over $16 million in sales and 116+ transactions within her first two years in real estate. Working as
part of the prestigious Coldwell Banker Realty team, she’s committed to guiding clients through the
complexities of the real estate process with ease and efficiency, while also giving back to the community she
serves. But there’s more to Sully than just her impressive numbers. Born with a deep sense of service and
determination, she’s carved out a role for herself not only as a top-tier real estate professional but also as an
active community leader. As the Founding President of the Rockford Regional Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce (RRHCC) and Vice President of the National Association of Hispanic Real Estate Professionals
(NAHREP) Rockford, Cadengo brings a unique perspective to the table—one that is both business-minded and
community-driven.

HOUSE TALK 9



A Proven Track Record m

Cadengo’s journey into real estate wasn't an
accident; it was the result of years of experience in
the property management industry. With a strong
understanding of the inner workings of properties and
a keen eye for what makes an investment worth
pursuing, Sully’s entry into the world of real estate
was both natural and strategic. Her fluency in both
English and Spanish has also enabled her to break
down barriers in the market, allowing her to serve a
broader clientele in an increasingly diverse
community.

Her professional background speaks for itself. In just
two years, Sully has achieved over $16 million in
sales, helping over 100 clients find their dream
homes, sell their properties for top dollar, and
navigate the challenges of the housing market. As a
real estate broker, she has demonstrated unparalleled
commitment to her clients, ensuring each transaction
is not just a deal but a meaningful step toward the
future.



“I'm driven by the desire to help people
achieve their real estate goals, whether it's
buying a new home or selling a property for
the best value,” Sully says. “Real estate is
so much more than numbers; it’s about
people, relationships, and making dreams
come true.”

Her stellar results in the first few years of her career have
positioned her as one of Rockford's most trusted realtors, capable
of delivering top-tier results across various property types—
houses, condos, and multifamily properties. But for Cadengo, it's
not just about the transactions; it's about making a lasting
difference in her clients' lives.

A Passion for Community Engagement

Sully sets herself apart from other real estate professionals
through her unwavering commitment to both her clients and her
community. She doesn’t just sell homes—she builds lasting
relationships, fosters growth, and gives back. As the Founding
President of the RRHCC, Sully created a platform for Hispanic
entrepreneurs to thrive, gaining visibility for minority businesses
and offering valuable resources for local growth.

Her passion for making a difference extends beyond real estate. In
December 2018, Sully founded New Era Interpreting, driven by a

desire to break down language barriers and enhance access to vital resources for her community. With services available in over 300
languages, New Era Interpreting ensures that everyone, regardless of their linguistic background, can access the information they
need to succeed.

“I believe business is about creating opportunities for others,” says Cadengo. “It's about helping people succeed, especially in
underserved communities, and ensuring they have the resources to flourish. My roles with the RRHCC and NAHREP allow me to do
just that.”

As Vice President of NAHREP Rockford, Sully advocates for Hispanic homeownership and works to increase diversity and inclusion
within the real estate industry, furthering her commitment to support and uplift minority buyers and sellers.

HOUSE TALK ‘ 11



Empowering Entrepreneurs

In addition to her real estate career, Sully’s role as a small business owner gives her a unique understanding of the struggles
and rewards that come with entrepreneurship. As a businesswoman who has built her career from the ground up, Sully
empathizes with the challenges other entrepreneurs face and is passionate about supporting them as they scale their
businesses.

"l know what it's like to build something from scratch," Cadengo explains. "Being a business owner has taught me resilience,
problem-solving, and how important it is to support and uplift others in the community."

Her commitment to local business owners is evident in her involvement with the RRHCC and her drive to make Rockford a
better place for entrepreneurs of all backgrounds.

A Family-Oriented Approach

Balancing a career in real estate with family life is no small feat, but for Sully, it's all about thriving under pressure. As a mother
of six children, Cadengo has honed exceptional skills in juggling multiple responsibilities, maintaining an active lifestyle, and
understanding diverse personalities.

“I've learned a lot from being a mother,” she says. "It's about prioritizing, staying organized, and making sure I'm always
giving my best—whether it's for my family, my clients, or my community.”

Her ability to stay grounded and focused has helped Sully maintain an empathetic and client-centric approach to her real
estate practice. She understands that homeownership isn't just about purchasing a property; it's about building a future,
making lasting memories, and finding a place that feels like home.

Looking Ahead

As she looks to the future, Sully’s goals are clear: continue to exceed her clients’ expectations, contribute to the community’s
growth, and expand her business to new heights. Her involvement with the RRHCC and NAHREP will continue to be a
cornerstone of her mission to help Hispanic entrepreneurs and individuals in Rockford succeed. At the same time, she's
committed to continuing her work with Coldwell Banker Realty, where she plans to expand her presence and ensure that
every client she works with feels valued, heard, and supported.

“I' want to be known not just as a real estate broker, but as someone who has made a meaningful impact in the lives of the
people | serve,” Sully says. “I'm here to help people achieve their dreams, whether that's buying their first home or building
their legacy.”

In a city that’s continuously growing and evolving, Sully Cadengo’s future is undoubtedly bright. Through her dedication to
excellence, passion for community, and unwavering commitment to her clients, Sully is helping to shape a better, more
vibrant Rockford—one home at a time.

If you're looking for a trusted partner in real estate who understands the market, values relationships, and is deeply invested in
the community, Sully Cadengo and Coldwell Banker Realty are here to make your dreams a reality. Contact Sully today to start
your journey.

Sully Cadengo {Hablo espafiol!
Si necesitas ayuda o tienes preguntas, no
* Real Estate Broker dudes en contactarme. [Estoy aqui para
(779) 203-3570 (Home) ayudarte!

(779) 203-3570 (Mobile)

License #: 475.205557 nahrep HisF s rasl EAas P

sully.cadengo@cbrealty.com (Email)

COLDWELL https://sullycproperties.com/ (Website)
BANKER www.coldwellbanker.com/ (Brokerage Website)
1501 Woodfield Rd, Schaumburg, IL 60173
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CHOOSING THE BEST FLOORING FOR
YOUR HOME
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FLOORING

THE MOST
IMPACTFUL

CHOICES

Youll Make Is The
Tvpe OQf Ilooring

When it comes to designing a home, one of the most impactful
decisions you'll make is the type of flooring. It serves as the
foundation of your space—both literally and aesthetically—and
can set the tone for the entire design. From the luxurious feel of
hardwood to more budget-friendly options like laminate,
choosing the right flooring can feel as challenging as hunting
for a lucky four-leaf clover. However, the right choice will make
your home shine, no matter the season. So, let’s dive into the
classic beauty of hardwood flooring and how it can transform
your house into a space that feels both timeless and inviting.

Hardwood flooring has been a staple in home design for
centuries, and its appeal has never waned. According to the
National Wood Flooring Association, hardwood floors bring
warmth, character, and natural beauty to any room. Revered for
their elegance and durability, these floors are a top choice for
homeowners who want their space to exude sophistication.
Whether you choose oak, cherry, or maple, hardwood offers a
variety of grains, colors, and finishes, allowing you to customize
the look of your home while maintaining a classic aesthetic.
Plus, hardwood flooring can enhance your home's overall

aesthetic, providing a seamless look that complements any
style of furniture or decor.

One of the biggest benefits of hardwood is its positive
effect on home value. It's often listed as a major selling
point for buyers, who see it as a high-end feature that
adds both visual appeal and lasting quality. As a result,
hardwood floors not only make your home feel
luxurious but can also provide a financial edge when it’s
time to sell. The National Wood Flooring Association
highlights that hardwood is durable enough to last for
generations, making it a solid investment for the long
term. With the right care and maintenance, these floors
can look as stunning years down the road as they did the
day they were installed.

Of course, hardwood flooring does require some
upkeep to keep it in top condition. Regular cleaning,
occasional refinishing, and protecting it from excessive
moisture can ensure it remains pristine for years.
However, this level of care is often worth it, considering
the aesthetic and financial benefits it offers. So, whether
you're designing your dream home or preparing to sell,
choosing hardwood flooring could be one of the best
decisions you make. After all, a beautiful, well-
maintained hardwood floor can feel like finding that
four-leaf clover—a timeless feature that
enhances your home and makes it stand out in any real
estate market.

elusive
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Turning Your Outdoor Space Into a
St. Patrick’s Day Retreat

ith St. Patrick's Day just around the corner, why not
transform your backyard into a festive retreat that'll have
your friends feeling lucky? Whether you have a spacious
deck or a cozy patio, creating an outdoor space that

embodies the spirit of the holiday is easier than you think.
By incorporating a few design ideas, stylish furniture, and a splash of greenery,

your backyard can become the perfect place for relaxation and celebration.
Let’s dive into some fun, festive, and practical tips to help you turn your
outdoor space into a St. Patrick’s Day haven.

First things first—let's talk about the foundation: your patio or deck. According
to HGTV, maximizing your outdoor space for both comfort and entertainment
is key. Whether you're entertaining guests or just relaxing with a drink, having
the right setup makes all the difference. Think about adding cozy seating,
perhaps with weather-resistant cushions in shades of green to match the
festive mood. You can also install a fire pit to keep the chill away as you enjoy
your St. Patrick’'s Day celebration well into the evening. If your space allows,
stringing some twinkling lights or hanging green lanterns can really set the
mood for a cozy, intimate gathering. A well-designed patio or deck is the
perfect place to gather with loved ones and share the luck of the Irish.

Now, let’s talk about furniture and accessories—an important element of any
outdoor retreat. Better Homes & Gardens suggests adding stylish and
comfortable outdoor furniture to make your backyard not only functional but
also beautiful. A green velvet outdoor sofa or a wicker lounge set with
cushions in various shades of green will instantly make your space pop with
St. Patrick’s Day charm. Add a few accent pillows or throws with shamrock
patterns to tie everything together. Don't forget about the small touches that
make a space feel like a retreat—such as a cozy outdoor rug, candles, or a
stylish bar cart where you can serve up Irish whiskey or green punch to your
guests. With the right furniture and accessories, your backyard will become
the perfect spot for a festive St. Patrick’s Day celebration.

No St. Patrick’s Day retreat is complete without greenery. Adding Irish-
inspired plants like green shrubs, ferns, ivy, or clovers can bring the festive
spirit to your space. If you're short on space, potted plants around your seating
area work wonders. With the right design elements, cozy furniture, and a
touch of nature, your outdoor space will be the perfect setting for celebrating.
Whether hosting a lively party or enjoying quiet time, these simple upgrades
will transform your backyard into a stylish, festive retreat—ready for St.
Patrick’s Day fun!

( Sources: The Spruce.com, Bhg.com, and hgtv.com )
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ERGONOMIC D

T O CREATE
COMFORTABLE,PROD
H O M E O F FICE

With more people working from home

than ever before, creating a
comfortable, productive home office
has become essential. It's not just about
having a desk and chair; it's about
that

comfort and reduces strain. Whether

designing a space promotes
you're on Zoom calls all day or working
on a creative project, an ergonomic
office setup can improve both your
physical

well-being  and  your

productivity. Let's explore how to
design your workspace for maximum
comfort and efficiency—without

sacrificing style!

First, let's talk about the fundamentals:
your chair and desk. According to
Healthline,

supportive

choosing a comfortable,
chair is crucial. It's
important to opt for a chair that
supports your lower back and allows
you to sit with your feet flat on the
floor, your knees at a 90-degree angle.
Adjustable chairs are ideal, and don't
forget to support your arms with
armrests that keep your elbows at a
comfortable angle. Pair that with a desk
that's at the right height, so you don't
have to strain to reach your keyboard
or mouse. A desk that allows for proper
alignment is key to reducing neck,
back, and shoulder strain, which can be

a productivity killer.

Now that the basics are covered, let’s talk
about optimizing your workspace for
maximum productivity. Forbes suggests

rganizing your home office with an

efficient layout, keeping only the

HOUSE TALK 16

essentials within arm’s reach. This

minimizes distractions and allows you to
focus on the task at hand. Incorporate
drawer

organizational  tools  like

organizers, filing cabinets, and cable
management solutions to reduce clutter.
A clean, tidy workspace not only boosts
your mood but also keeps your mind

clear and focused.

Adding a few personal touches, like
plants or artwork, can also make your
office feel

more inviting without

sacrificing functionality.

Finally, don't overlook the importance of
lighting and ergonomics. Proper lighting,
as recommended by Healthline, can
make a huge difference in reducing eye

strain and creating a more comfortable

~SIGN:

UucCcTIVE

work environment.

Maximize natural light or use a good
desk lamp with adjustable brightness
to keep your workspace comfortable.
Elevating your screen with adjustable
stands helps prevent neck and back
pain for longer, more productive work
sessions. By combining the right
furniture, layout, and lighting, you can
create an ergonomic home office that
boosts both comfort and productivity.
These simple design tips will ensure
your space supports your success,
whether you're tackling projects or

handling video calls.
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Next up in this month’s issue of House Talk
Magazine—a spotlight on a true professional
making a remarkable impact in the mortgage
industry.

As we've explored in previous articles, the world of
real estate is full of opportunity, but it's the financial
aspect of homeownership that often holds the key
to unlocking that potential. That's where experts
like Gio Branch come in. As a Mortgage Consultant
at A and N Mortgage Services, Inc., Gio brings a
wealth of knowledge and a unique perspective to
every client interaction. From first-time
homebuyers to experienced investors, Gio’s
commitment to guiding his clients toward smarter,
more secure financial decisions sets him apart in a

competitive field.

Having transitioned from a digital marketing
background to the mortgage industry, Gio
understands  the importance of effective
communication and ensuring his clients feel
supported  throughout their journey. He's
passionate  about helping people achieve
homeownership and equally dedicated to
educating clients on minimizing debt and making
smarter financial choices—two key disciplines he'll
be discussing as a panelist at the NAHREP®
Rockford event, Elevate 2025: Unlocking Growth
With the NAHREP 10 Disciplines.

As we dive deeper into his story, let’s take a closer
look at the person behind the numbers. Gio has a
unique approach to business, a passion for helping
others, and a zest for life that extends beyond the
office. Below, he shares a bit about himself and his

approach to mortgage consulting:




Gio, you've had quite a journey from digital marketing to mortgage lending. What inspired you to make that transition, and
how does your marketing background influence the way you work with clients?

Great question! My transition from digital marketing to mortgage lending was driven by a desire to make a more direct impact on
people’s lives. While marketing gave me the skills to connect with audiences and understand their needs, I wanted to apply that
knowledge in a way that could help families achieve homeownership—a milestone that's both emotional and financial.

My marketing background plays a huge role in how I approach mortgage lending. I focus on education, clear communication, and
making the process as smooth as possible. I know how overwhelming buying a home can be, so I use my skills to break down
complex information, create engaging content, and provide a seamless experience for my clients. At the end of the day, both
fields are about building trust and delivering value, and that's exactly what I strive for in every client interaction.

With your expertise in digital marketing, how do you utilize modern tools and strategies to help your clients get the best
loan options and financial guidance?

Great question! My background in digital marketing allows me to leverage modern tools and strategies to make the mortgage
process more transparent, efficient, and client-friendly. I use data-driven insights to stay ahead of market trends, ensuring my
clients receive the best loan options available.

Technology plays a significant role in my approach—I utilize social media, email marketing, and educational content to simplify
complex mortgage concepts and keep clients informed. Additionally, automation and CRM systems help me provide a seamless
experience, ensuring no detail is overlooked. Whether it's offering personalized loan comparisons or guiding first-time buyers
through each step with easy-to-understand resources, my goal is to make the process as smooth and stress-free as possible.

Debt is often referred to as the biggest enemy to wealth. What advice do you have for clients looking to minimize their debt
and build a more secure financial future?

Debt can be a major obstacle to building wealth, but when managed wisely, it can also be a tool for financial growth. My advice to
clients is to focus on three key areas: strategy, discipline, and long-term planning.

First, prioritize high-interest debt—credit cards and personal loans can quickly eat away at your finances. Paying these down
aggressively frees up more money for savings and investments. Second, create a realistic budget that aligns with your financial
goals. Know where your money is going each month and allocate funds toward reducing debt while still saving for the future.
Third, be strategic with good debt—not all debt is bad. A mortgage, for example, can build equity and serve as an investment in
your future. The key is ensuring your debt works for you, not against you.

Finally, build an emergency fund to avoid relying on credit in tough situations and start investing early multiple streams of
wealth. Small, to create consistent financial habits lead to big long-term gains.

' A and N Mortgage Services, Inc. Wn

1945 N elston Ave, Chicago, IL 60642 .
Mobile: 224-387-9364 | Office: 224-575-8864

Aand N mortgage giob@anmtg.com | ANmtg.com



Can you share with us a little about the mortgage programs you offer and how they specifically benefit first-time
homebuyers and real estate investors?

I offer a variety of mortgage programs tailored to meet the unique needs of both first-time homebuyers and real estate
investors.
For first-time homebuyers, I focus on programs that make homeownership more accessible, including:
+ FHA Loans - These require lower down payments (as low as 3.5%) and more flexible credit score requirements, making
them a great option for buyers who may not have perfect credit.
+ Conventional 3% Down Programs - Ideal for first-time buyers who qualify for conventional financing with minimal upfront
costs.
« Down Payment Assistance Programs - These can help cover part or all of the down payment, making it easier for buyers to
get into a home without draining their savings.
» VA & USDA Loans - For eligible veterans and buyers in rural areas, these offer zero-down financing and competitive rates.
For real estate investors, I offer:
+ DSCR (Debt-Service Coverage Ratio) Loans - These allow investors to qualify based on rental income rather than personal
income, making it easier to scale their portfolios.
+ Bank Statement Loans - Ideal for self-employed investors who may not have traditional W-2 income but have strong cash
flow.
 Fix-and-Flip Loans - Short-term financing solutions designed for investors looking to renovate and resell properties.
« Conventional and Jumbo Loans - For those looking to invest in single-family or multi-unit properties with competitive
rates.
Each program is designed to help clients achieve their financial goals—whether that’s buying their first home with minimal
upfront costs or expanding their investment portfolio with flexible financing options. My goal is to guide them to the best
solution based on their unique situation!

When you're not helping clients navigate the mortgage process, you stay active with hobbies like soccer, hiking, and
duathlons. How do these activities help you maintain balance in your personal and professional life?

Staying active with soccer, hiking, and participating in duathlons is a huge part of how I maintain balance in both my personal
and professional life. These activities help me reset, stay disciplined, and keep my energy levels high—something that’s crucial
in a fast-paced industry like mortgage lending.

Soccer keeps me engaged in teamwork and strategy, which translates well into working with clients and real estate partners.
Hiking allows me to disconnect, clear my mind, and gain fresh perspectives, while duathlons push me to stay focused and
resilient, which is essential when guiding clients through complex financial decisions.

Ultimately, these activities help me stay sharp, reduce stress, and bring my best self to both my work and personal life. It’s all
about maintaining that balance and continuously challenging myself to grow!

Finally, what is something about you that would surprise people—something that might not be immediately apparent but
speaks to your passion for helping others and living life to the fullest?

Something that might surprise people is that I once considered becoming a teacher because I've always had a passion for
educating and guiding others. While I didn't take the traditional teaching route, that passion is what drives me in mortgage
lending—I love breaking down complex financial concepts and empowering people to make informed decisions about
homeownership and wealth building.

Another fun fact is that I thrive on endurance challenges, like duathlons, because they push me beyond my comfort zone. The
discipline and perseverance required in training translate directly to how I work with clients—I'm committed to seeing them
through every step of their journey, no matter how challenging it may seem. At the end of the day, helping others achieve their
goals, whether in homeownership or personal growth, is what keeps me motivated!

Stay tuned for the answers to these questions and more as we continue to spotlight professionals like Gio who are making a
difference in the mortgage industry and beyond. Whether you're a realtor, title company, investor, or homeowner, Gio's
insights and approach to financial wellness could be just what you need to take your next step toward success.

For more information, you can reach Gio directly at 773-305-7140 and giob@anmtg.com.
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WITH
IRELAND’S
MOST POPULAR
CUISINES

St. Patrick’s Day is a time to honor
Irish culture and heritage, and what
better way to celebrate than by
enjoying some of Ireland’s most
beloved dishes? From hearty stews
to traditional baked goods, the Irish
take great pride in their cuisine, and
St. Patrick’s Day is the perfect
occasion to indulge in these comfort
foods. Dishes like Irish stew, made
with lamb, beef, potatoes, and
vegetables, are a staple at most St.
Patrick’s Day feasts. This warming,
flavorful dish has been enjoyed for
generations and is a symbol of Irish
tradition, representing the simplicity
and heartiness of Irish home-cooked
meals.

Boxty is another popular dish. It’s
crispy on the outside, tender on the
inside, and often served with a
dollop of sour cream or smoked
salmon. The song "boxty on the
griddle, boxty in the pan, if you can’t
make boxty, you'll never get a man"

Boxty: Irish potato pancake

Thighlights its importance in Irish
culture and its status as a beloved
food.

For many people, corned beef and
cabbage have become synonymous
with St. Patrick’s Day, especially in
the United States. Though it has
roots in Irish-American culture, it’s
also enjoyed in Ireland. The dish
typically consists of brined corned
beef paired with cabbage and boiled
potatoes. While its origins in Ireland
are debated, corned beef has
become a St. Patrick’s Day classic,
offering a delicious combination of
savory flavors that are perfect for a
festive meal.

Irish Soda Bread: A
Timeless Classic

Irish soda bread is another essential
dish on St. Patrick’s Day. This simple
yet flavorful bread is made with
flour, baking soda, salt, and
buttermilk, creating a dense and
rustic loaf. Often served as a side to
soups or stews, soda bread is a staple
in many Irish households, and its
versatility makes it an ideal
accompaniment to a variety of .

meals. Some versions include raisins
or caraway seeds for added flavor,
but at its core, it remains a
comforting and timeless bread that
connects families to their Irish roots

To finish off the meal, Irish apple tart
is a sweet, traditional dessert that has
been  passed down  through
generations. Made with buttery
pastry and tender baked apples, it’s
often sprinkled with cinnamon and
sugar, offering a perfect balance of
sweetness. This dessert, served warm
with fresh cream or vanilla ice
cream, provides a delightful ending
to a St. Patrick's Day feast,
showcasing the simple yet delicious
nature of Irish cooking. Whether
you’re indulging in savory stews,
crispy boxty, or finishing with a slice
of apple tart, St. Patrick’s Day is the
perfect time to savor the rich
culinary traditions of Ireland.
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DIY Home

House Talk

Theater

Basement

DIY Guide: Creating the Ultimate

Home Theater in Your Basement

Transforming your basement into a luxurious home
theater is one of the most rewarding DIY projects you can
take on. Imagine watching movies in style with recliner
chairs, a large projector screen, and all the little details that
make a theater experience unforgettable. If you're
dreaming of creating a space that blends comfort,
sophistication, and a touch of Hollywood magic, follow this
step-by-step guide to building your very own home
theater with crown molding walls, two-tier flooring, and
all the bells and whistles.

Step 1: Setting the Scene with Walls and Trim

The first step to achieving that cinematic feel is designing
your walls and trim. Crown molding is a must for giving
your theater a polished, elegant look. Start by installing
crown molding along the edges of the room. Choose a
style that complements your theme - in this case, a
traditional design with a white base and cherry wood trim
will give your room a regal touch. Thewhite walls are

Magazine

broken up by rectangular panels, each framed
with the same cherry wood, providing a refined
look that enhances the grandeur of the space. The
baseboards also use the same cherry wood,

giving the entire room a seamless flow from floor
to ceiling.

Step 2: Two-Tiered Flooring for a
Theater-Style View

For the ultimate home theater experience, you'll
want to create that classic two-tiered flooring.
This allows the front row of recliners to be lower
than the back row, ensuring everyone has a
perfect view of the screen. To create this effect,
you'll need to raise the back half of the room a
few inches using plywood and then cover the
floor with an industrial tan carpet that has a
subtle blend of brown tones. The soft carpet is
perfect for absorbing sound, keeping the space
comfortable for long movie marathons.

Step 3: Choosing the Right Seating

The focal point of your theater room is, of course,
the large projector screen. Install the screen on
the front wall,
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Continued...

ideally at eye level for the best viewing experience. The
projector itself will be housed in a small, dedicated space
behind a vertical closet-style area that's painted black to
match the black baseboard under the screen. The black
color ensures the projector and screen stay visually
seamless, eliminating any distractions. In front of the
screen, drape movie curtains in a rich, theatrical fabric,
perfect for pulling back when it's time to watch the show.

Step 4: Projector Screen and Movie
Magic

The focal point of your theater room is, of course, the
large projector screen. Install the screen on the front
wall, ideally at eye level for the best viewing experience.
The projector itself will be housed in a small, dedicated
space behind a vertical closet-style area that's painted
black to match the black baseboard under the screen.
The black color ensures the projector and screen stay
visually seamless, eliminating any distractions. In front of
the screen, drape movie curtains in a rich, theatrical
fabric, perfect for pulling back when it's time to watch
the show.

Step 5: Lighting and Surround
Sound

To create the perfect ambiance, recessed lighting is your
best friend. Paint the lights the same color as the
recliners - a soft gold/champagne hue - for a uniform
look that blends well with the rest of the room'’s design.
For the area near the projector screen, paint the ceiling
black to create a deeper, immersive space. Install
surround sound speakers throughout the room, ensuring
that the audio fills every corner for that cinematic sound
experience.

Don't forget the finishing touches - place wall sconces
along the sides of the room to add both function and
elegance. These soft lighting fixtures will help create a
cozy, intimate vibe when youre not watching movies.
Finally, the crown molding in the ceiling should match
the trim on the recliners, with cherry wood detailing to
tie everything together.

Midwest Title Services
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Step 6: Final Touches: A Cozy, Professional

Atmosphere

Once the big elements are in place, add personal touches
that will make your theater feel like a real escape. The
industrial carpet adds warmth, while the gold accents in
the recliners bring a luxurious feel to the space. Use
stage curtains to enhance the look of your projector
screen and add a professional theater vibe. The cherry
wood accents throughout the room create a sense of
sophistication that ties it all together.

When your guests walk in, theyll feel like theyre
stepping into a high-end cinema. The combination of
cherry wood, golden recliners, crown molding, and
surround sound will make every movie night
unforgettable. Whether youre watching the Ilatest
blockbuster or hosting a retro film marathon, your new
basement home theater will be the perfect place to
entertain, relax, and enjoy cinema at home like never
before.

With this DIY home theater, you'll not only have a space
that's perfect for family movie nights but one that makes
your basement the ultimate entertainment destination.
Happy building, and enjoy your new movie haven!
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A TITLE MINUTE
JC ISMET

ISMET
ISMAILI

Escrow Manager
Northbrook, IL

As the world of real estate becomes more
interconnected and technology-driven, safeguarding
client transactions has never been more crucial. In
this edition of House Talk Magazine, we are pleased to
feature Ismet Ismaili, Escrow Manager at Advisors
Title Network, LLC. With his vast expertise in
navigating the complexities of escrow services and his
commitment to protecting clients from potential
cybersecurity threats, Ismet’s role is integral to the
peace of mind and security of all parties involved. In
our segment titled A Title Minute with Ismet Ismaili,
we dive into his experience, the vital role he plays in
the title industry, and his approach to ensuring
seamless, safe closings for clients.

Ismet, you've built an impressive career in escrow
operations. Could you share a bit about your journey
to becoming the Escrow Manager at Advisors Title
Network and how your experiences shape your

approach to the role today?

’][‘\I ADVISORS

TITLE NETWORK

I began my career as a refinance closer, gradually
gaining a deep understanding of real estate transaction
processes. As [ progressed, I took on additional
responsibilities, including preparing HUDs and lender
closing packages, issuing policies, managing buy/sell
transactions, overseeing escrow accounts, collaborating
with legal teams, and ensuring regulatory compliance.
This progression eventually led to a leadership role in
operations management, where I now oversee teams
and systems to ensure smooth and efficient escrow
operations.

My experiences working closely with clients,
understanding regulations, and managing financial
transactions have shaped my approach today. I focus on
accuracy, timeliness, and delivering exceptional
customer service. I place a strong emphasis on risk
management and compliance, ensuring everything
adheres to legal standards, while fostering strong
relationships with both my team and clients.
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One of the biggest concerns in today’s
real estate landscape is cybersecurity,
particularly with wire fraud. How do
you ensure your clients are protected
during the escrow process, and what

steps do you take to prevent fraud?

Cybersecurity, especially in terms of
wire fraud, is a significant concern in
today’s real estate landscape. Ensuring
client protection during the escrow
process is a top priority. To safeguard
against fraud, I implement a multi-
layered approach. First, I make sure
that all communication channels are
We use email

secure. encrypted

systems and secure file-sharing
platforms to ensure that sensitive
information isn't intercepted. I also
strongly encourage clients to verify
wire instructions directly with our
office through a trusted, separate
communication channel (e.g, phone

call) rather than relying solely on email.

We regularly educate clients about the
risks of wire fraud and provide clear
guidelines on how to verify requests
for fund transfers. I also work closely
with our legal and compliance teams to
stay updated on the latest fraud

prevention practices and regulations.

Additionally, I ensure that our internal
processes involve multiple checkpoints
and verifications before any funds are
transferred. This includes confirming
wire instructions with clients and
requiring dual authorization for any
transactions, which adds an extra layer
of security.

By maintaining constant vigilance,
staying informed on emerging threats,
and keeping communication
transparent with our clients, I can help
mitigate the risks of wire fraud and

protect all parties involved.
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Escrow can often feel like the most
stressful part of the home-buying
process for clients. How do you ensure
your clients feel supported and
confident when working with Advisors
Title Network and Midwest Title

Services?

Escrow can definitely be a stressful
part of the home-buying process, and I
understand how important it is to
make our clients feel supported and
confident. At Advisors Title Network
and Midwest Title Services, we
prioritize clear communication and a
proactive approach to ensure our
clients feel informed and reassured
every step of the way. Ultimately, our
goal is to make the entire escrow
process as seamless and stress-free as
possible, so clients feel confident that

they are in good hands.

From the beginning, we take the time
to thoroughly explain the escrow
process, answering any questions and
addressing concerns before they even
We that  clients

arise. ensure

understand the timelines, what's
required from them, and what they can
expect throughout the process. We
also make ourselves readily available,
encouraging clients to reach out at any
time if they need clarification or
guidance.

Additionally, we

provide regular

updates on the status of their
transaction, so they never feel left in
the dark. By keeping clients in the loop
and making sure theyre aware of every

step, we help alleviate uncertainty.

Our team is highly experienced and

committed to delivering excellent

customer service, each

handling
transaction with care and attention to

detail. We also work closely with all
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parties involved—lenders, realtors, and

legal  teams—to  ensure smooth
coordination and resolve any potential

issues quickly.

What are

misconceptions about escrow that you

some common
encounter, and how do you clear up any

confusion for clients?

One common misconception about
escrow is that clients often think escrow
is simply about holding funds until
closing when, in reality, it involves a
much more detailed process. Escrow
serves as a neutral third party that
ensures all terms of the agreement
between the buyer and seller are met
before the transaction is finalized. This
includes verifying documents, managing
title insurance, ensuring property taxes
are paid, and making sure all legal
requirements are met before funds are
disbursed. Another misconception is that
escrow can be rushed or that it's easy to

expedite.

Many clients are unaware that there are
several steps that need to be carefully
completed to ensure a smooth
transaction. These steps take time and
attention to detail, including verifying
funds,  reviewing  contracts, and
conducting inspections. While we always
aim to be efficient, it's important for
clients to understand that rushing the
process can lead to mistakes or delays

down the line.

To clear up these misunderstandings, I
education  and

take

focus on open

communication. I the time to
explain the escrow process in detalil,
emphasizing the various tasks we handle
behind the scenes. I also reassure clients
that their money and property are being
carefully protected throughout, even
though it may not always be immediately
visible. When clients understand the role

escrow plays in protecting their interests,
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they're typically much more confident
in the process.

By being transparent, answering
questions, and guiding them through
each step, we help ensure that clients
are fully informed and less likely to be

confused or frustrated by the process..

Why is the Escrow Manager role so
critical within a title company like
Advisors Title Network? How does
your work directly influence the
overall experience and security of

clients?

The Escrow Manager role is absolutely
critical within a title company like
Advisors Title Network because it
directly impacts the smooth execution
of real estate transactions, which is
central to client satisfaction and
security. As the Escrow Manager, I
oversee the entire escrow process,
ensuring that all steps are completed
accurately, on time, and in compliance
with regulations. My role is key in
both  the

interests and legal rights of our clients.

safeguarding financial
One of the most important aspects of
my work is managing and coordinating
the various moving parts involved in a
transaction—working  closely  with
clients, real estate agents, lenders, and
legal teams. [ ensure that all
documents are correctly processed,
funds are handled securely, and that
there are no overlooked details that
could potentially cause issues or

delays.

By maintaining strict oversight and
being proactive in identifying and
addressing any challenges, I help to
prevent costly mistakes or
miscommunications that could affect
the transaction. This level of attention
and care directly influences the overall
experience for clients, as it helps the
process remain smooth, timely, and

secure.

Moreover, by ensuring that all funds
are managed correctly and that

compliance standards are met, I
contribute to preventing risks like fraud
or misappropriation of funds. This
provides clients with the confidence
and peace of mind that their
transaction is in capable hands and that
their investments are being protected.
Ultimately, my role ensures that clients
have a seamless experience while
which

strengthens their trust in our services

closing a transaction,

and enhances their overall satisfaction.

On a lighter note, what's something
about escrow or the closing process
that might surprise our readers, or

perhaps even make them smile?

On a lighter note, one thing that might
surprise people is how often they
think the closing process is over once
the documents are signed, but there'’s
actually a little behind-the-scenes
“magic” that still happens! For
example, after the big signing, we
often have a moment where the
buyers and sellers think everything is
final, only for the title company to
spend a bit more time double-
checking everything—like verifying the
wire transfer, making sure all the
documents are in order, and
confirming the final funds are in place.
It's like a secret last-minute hustle to

make sure everything is perfectly lined

up.

Another fun fact that might make
people smile is that, sometimes, there
are a few lighthearted surprises in the
process. For instance, occasionally,
we'll come across a quirky or unique
document signature—like an “X" or a
fun nickname someone uses that is
completely unrelated to their official
name. It's those little things that
remind us how personal and unique

each transaction is, even if it's just a
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small detail in the grand scheme of the
process! It's a little humor and humanity
that can make

the process more

enjoyable for all involved.

It's always nice to remember that, even
though escrow and closing can feel
room for a few

serious, there’s

lighthearted moments as well.
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Why a\Wooded Backdrop
Could Be the Secret to
Selling Your Home Faster

Wooded areas behind a property, especially when
blanketed in snow, offer a stunning and serene backdrop
that can significantly enhance a home’s appeal. These
natural landscapes evoke a sense of tranquility, privacy,
and connection to nature—qualities that many buyers find
desirable. The snow-covered trees, with their varying
shades of white and muted tones, create a picturesque
scene that transforms the property into a winter
wonderland, perfect for peaceful views year-round.

From a selling perspective, a wooded area can increase a
home’s value by providing privacy and natural beauty that
can't be replicated by urban or suburban environments.
Buyers are often drawn to properties with natural
landscapes, as they offer more than just a scenic view—
they provide opportunities for outdoor activities, wildlife
sightings, and a sense of seclusion. A wooded area can also
be a major selling point for those who appreciate nature,
gardening, or simply desire a quiet retreat away from the

hustle and bustle of daily life. -

Moreover, properties with wooded areas offer potential for
outdoor living spaces, such as a deck, patio, or fire pit,
allowing homeowners to take full advantage of their
private nature reserve. The tranquil setting is perfect for
enjoying morning coffee, hosting family gatherings, or
simply unwinding in a peaceful environment. In short,
having wooded areas behind a home can add considerable
aesthetic and practical value, making it an appealing
feature to prospective buyers.
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2 Insights from Maurice Redd, Expert in
Insurance and Financial Services

As we look ahead to a brighter future, having a

' - trusted guide in insurance and financial

¥ planning can make all the difference. In this

month's issue, we're excited to feature Maurice

Redd, a trusted expert in both insurance and

financial services. A proud Rockford native,

3--.._..-,-__.:—9 Maurice has spent his career helping individuals

i -+ and families secure their most valuable assets

and plan for a financially resilient future. With a

/ passion for education, community involvement,

TN and simplifying complex concepts, Maurice has

PG g made a meaningful impact both in his industry

g and his local community. Let's dive into his

insights and learn more about what sets him
apart.

Maurice, it's clear from your background that
you value education and community. How did
growing up in Rockford and your experiences
with educators and non-profits shape the way
you approach your work today in insurance
and financial services?

Growing up in Rockford, | had the privilege of
being surrounded by educators and community
leaders who instilled in me the importance of
giving back and continuously learning. This
environment shaped my approach to my work
in insurance and financial services by
emphasizing the need to help others
understand complex ideas and make informed
decisions. Through my experiences with non-
profits, | learned the value of relationships, trust,
and community involvement, all of which | carry
into my professional life. It's not just about
] r helping people secure their assets; it's about

"\ . . ' ¥ creating an educational experience that
Ne e . T empowers them to plan confidently for their
future.

SR - “I look forward to helping you secure a bright financial
N W future!”
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A Closer Look at His Impact on Rockford and the Future of Financial Security

You mentioned that you enjoy simplifying complicated concepts for others. What's one common

misconception people have about insurance or financial planning, and how do you make it easier for
them to understand?

A common misconception | encounter is that people believe insurance and financial planning are only for
those with significant wealth. In reality, they are for everyone, regardless of financial status. | always tell my
clients that insurance is about protecting what's most important to them, and financial planning is about
setting realistic goals to build security over time. By breaking things down into simple, relatable examples, |
help people see that these are essential tools for all stages of life, whether they're buying a home, raising a
family, or planning for retirement.

Your focus on helping families protect their assets is so important. What'’s the most rewarding part of
being able to provide people with peace of mind and security for the future?

The most rewarding part is seeing the relief on my clients’ faces when they realize they've made a solid
plan for their future. Knowing that I've played a role in giving them peace of mind—whether it's through
protecting their home, their health, or their retirement savings—really drives me. The sense of security
they feel, knowing they're prepared for life’s unexpected moments, is incredibly fulfilling. It's not just about
numbers; it's about protecting the people and things that matter most to them.

You've worked with people at all stages of life—whether it's helping them plan for retirement, save

for college, or simply protect their home. What's one piece of advice you'd give to homeowners
looking to protect both their homes and their financial future?

| would advise homeowners to think about insurance as a part of their long-term financial strategy. Don't
just focus on the here and now—take the time to assess your home insurance to ensure it reflects the
current value of your property and possessions. Also, look beyond just protecting your home. Set aside
funds for an emergency, build a savings plan, and consider the role of life insurance in securing your
family's future. It's about creating a safety net that extends to every part of your financial life.

As someone who truly enjoys meeting new people and has built such a vast network in Rockford,
how do you use those connections to benefit your clients, and how does your local community
involvement enhance the service you provide?

My network in Rockford has been an invaluable resource in building trust and establishing connections
for my clients. Whether it's referring someone to a trusted contractor, lawyer, or tax professional, | use my
relationships to ensure my clients have access to top-notch services and expertise. Being involved in the
community also allows me to stay connected with the pulse of the area, which helps me better
understand the unique needs of my clients. The more involved | am, the better equipped | am to serve
them in a way that's thoughtful, personal, and relevant to their lives.

Rockford Promise is an organization close to your heart, and it's clear you're passionate about
education. How do you see the work you're doing with them impact the future of the community,
and how can others get involved in such initiatives?

The work with Rockford Promise is something I'm incredibly passionate about because it directly impacts
the future of our community by giving local students the opportunity to access higher education. By
helping to fund scholarships, we're giving these students the tools they need to succeed, and in turn,
they'll contribute to the growth and development of Rockford. | encourage others to get involved,

whether it's through volunteering, donating, or simply spreading the word. Education is the key to a
brighter future, and every little bit helps.
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REDD INSURANCE GROUP

EXPECT v ALWAYS. ANYTIME.

MORE™

ANYWHERE

In your experience, what's one thing that sets you apart from others in the insurance and
financial services industry? What's your “secret sauce” that clients seem to appreciate the
most?

| think what sets me apart is my commitment to making the financial process understandable
and approachable. My “secret sauce” is my ability to break down complex financial concepts in
a way that resonates with clients on a personal level. It's about simplifying the jargon and
ensuring clients are fully informed and comfortable with the decisions they're making. I'm not
just here to sell insurance or financial products; I'm here to build long-term relationships and
empower my clients to make the best choices for themselves and their families.

Looking to protect your assets and plan for a financially secure future? Let me help you
navigate your options with personalized insurance and financial solutions. Whether you're
looking to safeguard your home, save for retirement, or protect your family, I'm here to guide
you every step of the way.

Ready to get started? Reach out today to schedule a consultation or ask any questions you

may have.

Maurice Redd Hours of Operation:
AAA Insurance Agency Principal Friday: 9 AM -6 PM
Redd Insurance Group Saturday: 9 AM -12 PM
4855 E State St, Suite 16 EXPECT Sunday: Closed
Rockford, IL 61108 LN Monday - Thursday: 9 AM - 6 PM
Phone: (815) 977-9393

Email: mauriceredd@yahoo.com

I look forward to helping you secure a bright financial future!
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UNDERSTANDING
FOUNDATION
INTEGRITY:

A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

Works Cited: "Buying Or Selling A Home With Foundation Issues: Guide." Level Engineering, 2025, https://
levelengineering.com/foundation-engineering/selling-or-buying-house-with-foundation-issues/.

The foundation of a home is its most

important structural component,
strength, and
longevity. When buying or
property, it is crucial to understand the
condition of the foundation. The
integrity of a home’s foundation can

have a significant impact on the sale

ensuring  stability,

selling

process, and failing to address potential
issues can cause delays or even derail
transactions. This article explores the
significance of a home’s foundation,
what can potentially go wrong, and why
both sellers and buyers need to pay close
attention to it during a real estate
transaction.

Why Foundation Integrity Matters

The foundation is the very backbone
of a home. Whether a structure is
built on a slab, crawlspace, or full
basement, its foundation supports
everything above it. A solid foundation
ensures the home’s safety, prevents
uneven settling, and helps keep the
home level over time. Unfortunately,
foundation issues often go unnoticed
by the untrained eye, and significant
problems may not reveal themselves
until later.

In regions where the soil is expansive
or prone to shifting (like certain areas

in the Midwest), foundation issues are
particularly common. Seasonal changes,
moisture, and tree roots can cause the
soil to expand and contract, putting
pressure on the foundation and leading
to cracks or settling. These issues can be
costly and sometimes dangerous if left
untreated.

For Sellers: Why Disclosing
Foundation Issues is Critical

For sellers, it’s essential to understand
that foundation problems can affect
the sale of the property in multiple
ways. First, disclosing foundation
issues upfront—whether they're major
or minor—builds trust and helps avoid
future legal repercussions or liability.
If a seller conceals known foundation
issues, they risk the deal falling
through or facing litigation from the
buyer if problems are discovered after
the sale.

Additionally, a house with known
foundation face
challenges when it comes to pricing.
While some buyers are open to

purchasing a home with issues, they

problems  may

will likely request a price reduction or
ask the seller to make repairs before
proceeding with the sale. In some

cases, serious foundation issues can
significantly reduce the home’s market
value.

By taking proactive steps, sellers can
repair or stabilize the foundation before
listing the home, which could help
preserve the property’s value and speed
up the sale process. On the other hand,
neglecting the issue could turn potential
buyers away or cause delays in the
transaction.

For Buyers: Why Inspections and
Awareness are Crucial

Foundation problems are often
costly to repair can go
unnoticed by untrained eyes. For
buyers, having a professional
foundation inspection done as part
inspection
negotiable. Even if a house appears
perfect on the surface, a
foundation inspection can reveal

and

of a home is non-

hidden issues like cracks, moisture
problems, or signs of settling.

Common foundation issues to watch
for include:
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« Cracks in walls or ceilings: These may indicate that the
foundation is shifting or settling,.

. Sloping floors: Uneven floors could suggest that the
foundation is no longer level.

« Doors and windows that don’t close properly: This could
be a sign of foundation movement, causing the frames to
shift.

. Water damage or mold: This could indicate foundation
leaks that need immediate attention.

If any of these signs are found, a deeper investigation is
necessary. A structural engineer can provide insight into the
cause of the issue and estimate the costs for repairs.
Depending on the severity of the problem, the buyer may
choose to walk away, negotiate a lower price, or ask the seller
to make repairs before closing.

Another consideration for buyers is the financing process.
Before buying a home, most buyers will get preapproved for
a mortgage by a bank or lender. This process helps buyers
determine how much they can afford and ensures that they
are financially prepared for the transaction. If a home has
significant foundation issues, some lenders may hesitate to
approve the loan, or they may require repairs before
proceeding with the financing.

The Role of Real Estate Agents, Attorneys, and Lenders
in the Process

Most real estate transactions involve a team of professionals
to help navigate the complexities of the sale. Real estate
agents typically assist buyers and sellers in finding the right
property, negotiating offers, and managing paperwork. For
many buyers and sellers, a real estate attorney is also
involved, especially in states where legal representation is
required during the transaction process. These professionals
help ensure that all legal aspects of the sale are handled
properly, including the disclosure of foundation issues.

If foundation issues arise during the home inspection, the
buyer may need to work with their lender to determine how
this will impact their financing options. In some cases, the
lender may require the seller to address the foundation
issues before approving the loan.

In addition to real estate professionals, mortgage lenders or
banks play a crucial role for buyers. Before purchasing a
home, buyers typically get preapproved by a lender, which
involves evaluating their financial situation and determining

how much they can borrow. .
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Potential Challenges in Transactions Due to Foundation
Issues

Foundation issues can lead to complications in real estate
transactions that may derail the process entirely. For example:

. Delayed Closings: If foundation problems are discovered
late in the transaction, repairs may need to be completed
before closing. This could delay the sale and leave both
parties in limbo.

. Financing Roadblocks: Severe foundation problems can
cause problems for buyers securing a mortgage. Lenders
often require homes to meet specific standards for safety
and stability, and a compromised foundation may not meet
these requirements.

. Decreased Offers: Buyers are often hesitant to purchase a
home with major foundation problems. As a result, they
may make an offer well below the listing price to account
for the expected cost of repairs.

« Inspection Deadlines: Buyers may use foundation issues as
a bargaining tool, demanding concessions or price
reductions. Negotiations can become tense if the buyer and
seller disagree about the severity of the problem or who
should pay for repairs.

How to Handle Foundation Issues in a Real Estate
Transaction

Sellers with known foundation issues should consider repairing
them before listing the home, providing proof of repairs to
reassure buyers and possibly justifying a higher asking price.

Buyers should schedule a thorough inspection, including a
foundation review. If issues are found, have a structural
engineer assess the severity and cost of repairs. Buyers may
negotiate repairs or a price reduction with the seller, or in some
cases, walk away if the issues are too costly or compromise

safety.
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Welcome to this extraordinary listing by Realtor® Dimas Trujillo of Smart Home
Realty, where modern sophistication and unparalleled luxury converge to create a

one-of-a-kind living experience. From the moment you step inside, you'll be
captivated by the impeccable attention to detail, sleek contemporary design, and
breathtaking architecture.

The home’s striking features—clean lines, an abundance of natural light, and stylish,
open spaces—define its elegant charm. Designed for those with a taste for the finest
things in life, it boasts a dedicated sleek tub room in the master suite, floating steps
with glass railings, and a sprawling 300+ square-foot exterior deck, perfect for both

entertainment and relaxation.

Outside, the manicured lawn and endless swim spa offer a serene retreat,
complemented by designer shingles and durable PVC siding. Inside, state-of-the-art
appliances, integrated speakers, heated floors, and a heated garage further elevate

the home’s luxurious appeal.

Fully remodeled with no expense spared, this home is truly in a league of its own.
Experience a world where refined design meets modern living—this is a must-see to
fully appreciate its beauty and craftsmanship. Don’t miss the opportunity to call this
stunning masterpiece home.




4016 Eaton Drive
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Contact Dimas Trujillo at: (815) 556-2272
dimast@stellarreteam.com
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Jitte Insuorance

SETTLEMENT INSURANCE

Navigating real estate transactions can be
complex, but Midwest Title Services simplifies
the process with comprehensive title insurance
and professional settlement services. Whether
you're a homebuyer, seller, real estate agent,
mortgage broker, lender, investor, commercial
property professional, builder, developer, or
legal professional, we're your trusted guide for
seamless closings.

Why Title Insurance Matters

Title insurance protects against potential losses
from defects in property titles, such as
undiscovered liens or claims. Our thorough title
examinations ensure that your investment is
secure.

o~
&f %%

J
Midwest Title Services

Why Choose Us?

e Expert Guidance: Our professionals provide
support throughout the process.

e Streamlined Transactions: We use cutting-
edge technology to reduce delays.

e Tailored Solutions: We cater to both
residential and commercial needs.

e Commitment to Excellence: We prioritize
customer service and reliability.

The Role of Settlement Services
The Role of Settlement Services

Settlement services coordinate the final steps of

transactions, including document preparation

and fund disbursement. Our experienced team
manages these details efficiently, allowing you to

focus on your priorities.

For comprehensive title insurance and efficient
settlement services, choose Midwest Title
Services as your partner in real estate. Contact us
today to ensure a smooth closing process and
protect your investments!

Midwest Title Services, LLC
“Your Gateway to Confident & Secure
Closings"

4855 E. State Street, Suite 25, Rockford, IL

61108 b
infor@mtstitle.com '
Office: (815) 283-3300
www.mtstitle.com

4

Who We Serve

Homebuyers and sellers

Real estate agents

Mortgage brokers and lenders
Commercial property professionals
Builders and developers

Legal professionals

Investors
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