


Dedicated to all who support our association, enabling us
to give back to the community and uplift others in the

process. Thank you for your unwavering encouragement.
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2024 has been a ground-breaking and milestone year
for the NSWAFUA. After years of toiling away through
2 interrupted seasons due to Covid, and a full season
reboot in 2023, the hard work has started to pay off.
With an expanded committee in place, and some
fresh young faces stepping forward, we are beginning
to experience some positive momentum. The
contributions of the committee, and the increased
engagement of the umpiring group has been the
driving force for season 2024.

The season began with a $5,000 donation from Life
Member, Bob Tait, with the aim to develop young
local umpires to the highest standard possible, and
potentially reach AFL. This has been the foundation
of our strong financial position, and we continue to
press forward in keeping with the overall sponsorship
objective. This has been made possible by the efforts
and implementation of various distinct roles within
the committee.

This season the association made the decision to
reduce the membership prices, and offer a NSWAFUA
logo boot bag for all new paid members in 2024.
Alysha Ramsay was the engine room for this initiative
and our paid member numbers went from 9 in 2023
to 67 in 2024. This is an outstanding success. The
boot bag idea has been picked up by the Canberra
and Queensland umpire associations and has been
great for branding.

It's here that we acknowledge the efforts of our
former presidents, Trav Stemper and Damian
Anderson, and treasurer Nic Ford. Trav and Nic were
almost lone hands in running the association for
several years through very trying times. We now bear
the fruits of their perseverance.

6



We would like to acknowledge the incredible efforts of our committee members, whose hard work
and dedication have been instrumental to our success this year. Terry Southwell’s insightful 2023
statistics breakdown was used by the AFL to inform policy and employment recommendations for
2024, exemplifying his commitment as our relentless "Stats Man." Amanda Ramsay excelled as
Assistant Secretary and, alongside Theresa Shortt, served as a Female Umpire Well-being Liaison
Officer, providing crucial support while also contributing through her administrative role. Theresa
further united us with her ever-popular food nights, earning her recognition as our food
extraordinaire.

Trav Stemper played a key role in gaining accreditation for the NSWAFUA in Inclusive Clubs and
Gender Equity Education, while Alysha Ramsay brought fresh energy and innovative ideas to her
social media role, boosting our engagement and visibility. Vice President Josh Abfalter, Secretary
Damian Anderson, Treasurer Nic Ford, Brian Dickinson as the new umpire contact, and the
enthusiastic support of Ken Ray were equally invaluable to our achievements.

Ken Ray did his 1,000th game this year, and that is a monumental achievement! Ken is still a member
of the association, and a committee member. It was a wonderful weekend and a privilege to
celebrate a nationally historic moment. He was recognised by having the opportunity to hand the
match ball to the Field Umpires officiating at the SCG Sydney Swans on the ground. He was also
granted back of house access, and a tour of the hallowed hallways of this iconic stadium. Ken, from
us all, congratulations!

This year also saw tremendous success in the national umpiring ranks. Aengus Taylor, Alysha
Ramsay, Liam Ramsay, and Nathan Wrigley were all offered AFLW contracts for the 2024 season. The
pathway programs have been successful through the tremendous support of the NSWAFUA, and
another boundary umpire will most likely move into the VFL ranks for 2025. 

Special recognition must go toTheresa Shortt and Amanda Ramsay who both received nominations
from third parties for the 2024 Toyota AFL National Volunteer of the Year Award, with Theresa being
announced as the winner for NSW. Both women are shining examples of selfless hard work, a can-do
attitude, and always putting the good of others first. Theresa didn’t stop there, she went on to
become the National winner, taking home 2 AFL Grand Final tickets and National recognition for her
tireless efforts. Amanda and Theresa, we tip the hat, and you both epitomise everything the
Association stands for. 

As we reflect on 2024, it’s clear we have taken some very positive strides forward, yet there is still
much to do. Pay negotiations loom in 2025, and we remain focused on building on this year’s
progress. Together, we can look ahead with confidence, knowing that the best is yet to come.  

John Button
NSWAFUA President

Editor-in-Chief
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2024 has been another solid year for
the association, with a continued
emphasis on delivering value for our
members. Several initiatives were
introduced to support this goal,
including low-cost memberships and
requiring non-members to contribute to
food provided at association events.

A special mention must go to Bob Tait
for his incredibly generous donation to
the association. Ongoing consultation is
taking place between Bob and the
association, and we look forward to
sharing details about how this donation
will be utilised in the coming months.

The financial position of the association
remains strong, bolstered by this
support. With our new financial position,
a variety of initiatives are in the works to
give back to those who support
umpiring in 2025. These plans will focus
on enhancing our member experience
and fostering greater community
engagement.

Our key expenditure for the year was
our successful End Of Season event,
which brought us together to celebrate
the achievements of our umpires. It was
a fantastic way to mark another great
year.

Nic Ford
NSWAFUA Treasurer
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Opening Balance $ 5,750.29

Income

Memberships, tickets and social events
NSWAFUA Grant (FY23)
Donations
NSWAFUA Grant (FY24)
Other Grants

Total

$ 7,597.27
$ 4,500.00
$ 5,000.00
$ 4,500.00

$ 500.00

$ 22,097.27

Closing Balance $ 15,079.62

2023 End of Season Event
2024 Expenses

Total

$ 4,280.47
$ 5,494.30

$ 9,774.77

Expenses

Receivable
Payable

$ -
$ 2,993.17

Accounts

Closing Cash Balance $ 18,072.79



In 2024, the NSW Australian Football
Association hosted a series of events
that showcased our community’s spirit
and camaraderie. From preseason park
runs to shared meals, our members
connected in meaningful ways,
strengthening bonds on and off the
field.

Entering the Online World
Recognising the importance of a strong
online presence, social media became
our primary form of communication
with members and the broader
community this year. We focused on
celebrating our umpires and their
achievements, with our “Question of the
Week” dividing friends on Derby week
and often sparking fun insights (like
everyone’s Olympic talents in
preperation for Brisbane 2032).

Preseason Park Runs
We kicked off the year with park runs
across Sydney, where umpires gathered
to promote fitness and teamwork.
These sessions set a solid foundation
for the season and helped create a
sense of unity.

Season Launch & Pizza Night
Our Season Launch & Pizza Night
brought together both new and
returning members in a relaxed setting,
building excitement and setting the
tone for the year ahead.
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The Power of Food
With umpires spread across diverse locations, organising social events suited to all was a challenge.
Training nights became the ideal opportunity to gather, and throughout the year, we hosted post-
training food-centred gatherings, including Pasta Nights, Burger Night, and Curry Nights (those carbs
were much appreciated!). A special thanks to Theresa Shortt, who tirelessly cooked for each
gathering in order to feed the hungry hoards, creating an inviting atmosphere where everyone could
enjoy both good food and great company.

Pick a Number & Brownies for Fight MND
Our “Pick a Number & Brownies” events in June went beyond just treats; they showed our
commitment to making a difference. We raised $265 for Fight MND, and attendees had the chance
to win fantastic prizes like tickets to an array of AFL matches, a Gather Round scarf, and a NSWAFUA
boot bag.

AFL Sydney Grand Final Announcements
As the AFL Sydney Grand Final weekend approached, we gathered for a final Pizza Night at North
Sydney Oval. It was the perfect way to celebrate the dedication of our umpires and to close the
season on a high note.

End of Season Awards Night
Our biggest event of the year, the End of Season Awards Night, went above and beyond
expectations! We celebrated award winners, grand final panels, and enjoyed a Q&A with AFL Grand
Final boundary umpires Daniel Field-Read and Michael Barlow, fresh off his All-Australian Boundary
honour. We also welcomed new life members with their pins, acknowledged milestone achievements,
and introduced our 2025 committee.

Looking Ahead to 2025
In 2025, we’re excited to expand our social calendar with even more opportunities to connect,
starting with beach-based preseason sessions to encourage early bonding and teamwork. We’ll also
bring back the Past and Present event and introduce friendly competitions to further strengthen our
community ties.

Thank you to everyone who made 2024 a season of connection and enjoyment. Here’s to an
incredible 2025!
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Angus McKenzie-Wills Award
Best First Year Goal Umpire
Natasha Hain

Daniel Field-Read Award
Best First Year Boundary Umpire
Scott Francis

Mark Rendell Award
Best First Year Field Umpire
Emma Waters

Shane McSpeerin Award
Most Improved Boundary Umpire
Ryan Wong

Frank Kalayzich Award
Most Improved Field Umpire
Cameron Riley

Ken Ray Award
Most Improved Goal Umpire
Chris Vassilopoulos

Barry Fielding Trophy
Fastest 100m Runner
Ashton Hanna & Alysha Ramsay

Trainer’s Award
Most Dedicated to Training
Tom Yeomans

Umpire’s Umpire
Best Team Player
Cameron Riley & Ben Curdie

AFL/VFL Umpire Award
AFL/VFL Umpire Best Supporting
AFL Sydney
Scott Hansford

Jim McSweeney
Spirit of Umpiring Award
Outstanding Commitment to Umpiring
Jason Lee

Barbara McSweeney
Support of Umpiring Award
Outstanding Support to Umpiring
Amanda Ramsay

The AFL Award
Most Promising Umpire
Luke Ramsay

Bob Tait Award
Best AFL Sydney Field Umpire
Ben Curdie

A.W. St Clair Award
Best All Rounder
Alysha Ramsay

Peter Hampshire Award
Best Boundary Umpire
Ashton Hanna

Michael Heinrichs Award
Best Goal Umpire
Aengus Taylor
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VFL Practice Matches
Field - Aaron Parker, Jordan Lee
Boundary - Ashton Hanna, Liam Ramsay,
Nathan Wrigley

VFLW
Field – Jordan Lee, Angela Vassallo, Alysha
Ramsay, Cypress Hart
Boundary – Adrian Jones, Tim Goulden,
Liam Ramsay, Sam Dworkin, Ashton Hanna,
Scott Francis, Gary Forster
Goal – Justin Jarvis, Aengus Taylor, Chris
Vassilopoulos

U18’s Boys Nationals
Field – Aaron Parker, Jordan Lee
Boundary – Ashton Hanna, Liam Ramsay,
Nathan Wrigley
Goal – Aengus Taylor

U18’s Girls Nationals
Field – Kyan Everson
Boundary – Sam Dworkin, Charles
Thompson-Owen
Goal – Timothy Cook

U16’s Boys Nationals
Field – Aaron Parker, Jordan Lee, Alysha
Ramsay
Boundary – Ashton Hanna, Liam Ramsay,
Nathan Wrigley
Goal – Aengus Taylor

AFLW
Field – Alysha Ramsay
Boundary – Liam Ramsay, Nathan Wrigley
Goal – Aengus Taylor

Coates Talent League - Boys
Field – Aaron Parker, Jordan Lee, Ben
Curdie, Alysha Ramsay
Boundary – Nathan Wrigley, Tim Goulden,
Liam Ramsay, Ashton Hanna
Goals – Aengus Taylor, Timothy Cook, Kris
Kellett

Coates Talent League - Girls
Field – Josh Hollands, Tyler Hollingworth,
Jordan Lee, Cypress Hart, Angela Vassallo,
Kyan Everson, Cameron Riley, Lachlan
Stanfield
Boundary – Ashton Hanna, Alex Colreavy,
Sam Dworkin, Liam Ramsay, Tim Goulden
Goal – Aengus Taylor, Chris Vassilopoulos,
Timothy Cook, Kris Kellett, Barry Hain,
Andrew Dixon

Women’s Canberra/Sydney vs
Tasmania
Goal – Chris Vassilopoulos

Men’s Canberra/Sydney vs
Tasmania
Field – Ben Curdie
Boundary – Tim Goulden
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William J. Allan
Damian Anderson**
Nicholas Angelos
Jack Armstrong
George Brack
Fred Bradley
Glen Callaghan
J.J. Clancey
Richard Cox
Mrs Ruby Craig*
Wally Craig*
Roger Crowhurst
John Curran
Danny Daniel
Stewart Eckermann
Tom Evans
Nic Ford**
Grant Godfrey
Leslie Gonye
E.J. Griffin*
Peter Hampshire
Henry Harrop
Theo Haughan
Michael Heinrichs
Max Henry
Angus Heritage
William Hunkin*
Chris Huon

Martin Jackson
George Jones*
Frank Kalayzich
John Lanser
John Leber*
Mal W. Lee
Anton Lewis
Leo Magee
George Maruan
Jack Maude
Alan McIntyre
Patrick McMahon
Shane McSpeerin
James A. McSweeney
Kevin Meade
Jeff Milne*
Frank Nevill*
Peter Nilson
Laurie O’Connor*
Ken Ray
John Reid
Mark S. Rendell
Sean Richardson
Michael Saunders**
Andrew Scovell
James Smail
Andrew Smith
Andy Smyth

Anthony W. St Clair*
Travers Stemper
Robert Tait
Robert Taylor
Roy Thomas
Steven Wallbank
Ross Wheeler
Frank Williamson
George M. Wood
David Yole

* Deceased
** 2024 Inductee
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Joshua Abfalter
Amy Anderson
Damian Anderson
David Blayney
Andrew Burton
Jeni Button
Anna Button
John Button
Paul Button
Chris Carlaw
Timothy Cook
Ben Curdie
John Curran
James Davidson
James Dennett
Brian Dickinson
Andrew Dixon
Samuel Dworkin
Daniel Field-Read
Jonah Finlay
Nic Ford
Gary Forster
Scott Francis
Joshua Graeve
Natasha Hain
Ashton Hanna
Cypress Hart
Matthew Hogarth

Lance Hutt
Justin Jarvis
Wayne Jones
Zach Joseph-Wood
Jason Lee
Jordan Lee
Siobhan Luczak
Ally Maclaine
Aston Maclaine
Dale Mapstone
Adam McAllister
Lachlan McDonald
Eamon O'Loughlin
Amanda Ramsay
Alysha Ramsay
Liam Ramsay
Luke Ramsay
Michael Raso
Ken Ray
Cameron Riley
Matthew Roach
James Ryan
Daniel Schnelle
Jocelyn Sellar
Andy Smyth
Terry Southwell
Trav Stemper
Bradley Stewart

Alex Strassberg
Abbey Styan
Aengus Taylor
Theresa Taylor
Craig Terrey
Kelan Thompson-Andrews
Jack Trimmer
Angela Vassallo
Chris Vassilopoulos
Harvey Wallbank
Emma Waters
Patrick Wilson
Ryan Wong
Tom Yeomans

19



UMPIRE

Joshua Abfalter
Amy Anderson
Damian Anderson
David Blayney
Andrew Burton
Jeni Button
Anna Button
John Button
Paul Button
Chris Carlaw
Timothy Cook
Ben Curdie
James Davidson
James Dennett
Brian Dickinson
Andrew Dixon
Samuel Dworkin
Jonah Finlay
Nic Ford
Gary Forster
Scott Francis
Joshua Graeve
Natasha Hain
Ashton Hanna
Cypress Hart
Matthew Hogarth
Lance Hutt
Justin Jarvis
Wayne Jones
Zach Joseph-Wood
Frank Kalayzich
Jason Lee
Jordan Lee
Anton Lewis
Siobhan Luczak
Ally Maclaine

23
27
14
13
34
26
31
6
23
6

42
14
22
29
26
21
21
18
7

26
21
12
35
19
21
23
10
57
41
23
1

48
12
1

20
27

198
97
128
13

138
194
31
127
146
31

265
129
129
145
48
38
44
19

139
207
21
121
35
77
90
71
40
189
164
38

657
89
184
363
33
43

2024
PREMS OTHER TOTAL

CAREER
PREMS OTHER TOTAL

0
0

90
0
6

96
0
1

44
0

138
77
33
0
5
0
16
17
87
74
8
0
0
35
37
14
6

49
13
24
514
5

118
328

0
0

23
27
12
13
34
16
31
6
8
6
21
0
10
29
21
21
6
2
3
17
13
12
35
10
3
9
10
39
34
3
1

43
0
1

20
27

0
0
2
0
0
10
0
0
15
0
21
14
12
0
5
0
15
16
4
9
8
0
0
9
18
14
0
18
7

20
0
5
12
0
0
0

198
97
38
13

132
98
31

126
102
31
127
52
96
145
43
38
28
2

152
133
13
21
35
42
53
57
34
140
151
14

143
84
66
35
33
43
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UMPIRE

Aston Maclaine
Dale Mapstone
Lachlan McDonald
Eamon O'Loughlin
Alysha Ramsay
Liam Ramsay
Luke Ramsay
Michael Raso
Ken Ray
Cameron Riley
Matthew Roach
James Ryan
Daniel Schnelle
Jocelyn Sellar
Andy Smyth
Terry Southwell
Travers Stemper
Bradley Stewart
Alex Strassberg
Abbey Styan
Aengus Taylor
Craig Terrey
Kelan Thompson-
Andrews
Jack Trimmer
Angela Vassallo
Chris Vassilopoulos
Emma Waters
Patrick Wilson
Ryan Wong
Tom Yeomans

26
26
6
23
11
10
21
4
41
19
25
16
19
12
47
22
37
1

19
16
27
33

32
17
45
8
1

24
18

26
94
166
36
123
125
46
114

1,025
87
69
111
115
17

377
323
269
195
129
60
180
201

135
110
130
8
10
31
78

2024
PREMS OTHER TOTAL

CAREER
PREMS OTHER TOTAL

26
73
97
36
100
89
29
114

380
79
69
104
98
17

321
316
201
91
69
53
89
101

130
79
92
8
10
21
69

0
21
69
0
23
36
17
0

645
8
0
7
17
0

56
7

68
104
60
7
91

100

5
31
38
0
0
10
9

26
13
6
23
3
6
5
4

23
11

25
9
10
12
30
22
27
0
9
9
16
16

30
6

24
8
1

14
12

0
13
0
0
8
4
16
0
18
8
0
7
9
0
17
0
10
1

10
7
11
17

2
11
21
0
0
10
6

14 9 23 25 91 116



MEN’S PREMIER DIVISION DEBUTANTS

Cameron Riley (F), James Ryan (F), Dale Mapstone (F), Abbey Styan (F), Matthew
Hogarth (F), Scott Francis (B), Brian Dickinson (F), Ryan Wong (B)

50 GAMES

Abbey Styan, Jason Lee, Matthew Hogarth, Matthew Roach

100 GAMES

Angela Vassallo, Chris Vassilopoulos, Craig Terry (MPD), Daniel Schnelle, James
Ryan, Kelan Thompson-Andrews

150 GAMES

Justin Jarvis, Wayne Jones

200 GAMES

Gary Forster

250 GAMES

Timothy Cook, Travers Stemper

350 GAMES

Andy Smyth
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The NSWAFUA proudly congratulates Ken Ray on his continued excellence and remarkable
achievements in AFL umpiring. Since his journey began in 1989, Ken's passion for the game has
remained unwavering, culminating in a historic milestone this year as he officiated his 1000th AFL
Sydney match in a Men’s Premier Division clash between Manly-Warringah and Pennant Hills. In no
means a small feat, this milestone is a testament to his unparalleled dedication and commitment to
the sport.

Ken’s record-breaking career has been marked by numerous achievements, beginning in 2015 when he
became the record holder for the most AFL Sydney Men’s Premier Division matches umpired, at the
time officiating 417 matches at the highest level of Sydney football. In 2022, he further cemented his
legacy by umpiring his 600th Men’s Premier Division match, solidifying his status as one of the most
accomplished figures in AFL NSW/ACT umpiring history.

A tapestry of extraordinary accomplishments defines Ken’s career. He has officiated seven AFL
Sydney Men’s Premier Division Grand Finals, with appearances in 1994, 1996, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005,
and 2013. Additionally, Ken has been recognised as the Association's Best Goal Umpire three times
(1990, 1996, 2003).

Beyond his on-field excellence, Ken’s influence as a mentor and coach has been transformative. Early
in his career, he served as the AFL Sydney Goal Umpires Coach, providing guidance to hundreds of
aspiring umpires. His mentorship has had a far-reaching impact, shaping the careers of umpires who
have gone on to officiate at the AFL level. Recognised nationally for his coaching contributions, Ken has
left an indelible mark on umpiring not just in Sydney but across Australia.

Ken’s talent was evident from the outset. In just his second full season, he was appointed to the AFL
Goal Umpires Panel in 1990, making his AFL debut in 1999 at the SCG in a match between the Sydney
Swans and North Melbourne. He went on to officiate another eight AFL games before transitioning into
the role of AFL Goal Umpires Coach and Observer for NSW/ACT in 2001—a position he held with
distinction for over a decade.

A Life Member and Hall of Famer of the NSWAFUA, Ken has also been a tireless contributor to the
association’s committee, playing a vital role in shaping its future and improving umpiring standards
across the board. His leadership, dedication, and vision have left an enduring legacy for the umpiring
community.

Ken Ray’s illustrious career is a source of inspiration for all who follow in his footsteps. As he continues
to umpire and mentor the next generation of officials, his influence on the game remains profound. The
NSWAFUA thanks Ken for his extraordinary service and congratulates him on his unparalleled
achievements. With no signs of slowing down, we look forward to celebrating even more milestones in
the years to come.
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Discipline:
Boundary

Year started umpiring:
2024 (started training in

2023)

Why did you choose
boundary as your discipline:

I like to run and it’s a great
way to get involved in Senior

Games.

Favourite thing about
umpiring:

The fast games and the calls
at critical times in the game.

2025 umpiring goal:
Keep improving and learning.

Would love to do a Men’s
Division 1 Game.

Umpire you look up to:
Michael Barlow

Discipline:
Field

Year started umpiring:
2014

Favourite thing about
umpiring:

Being surrounded by a great
community of people at
training and on the field.

Best umpiring achievement:
Umpiring a rep game out at

Blacktown International
Sports Park. All of us field
umpires agreed that we

would bounce until one of us
fail, and I was not the one

who ended the streak.

Favourite memory from AFL
Sydney:

I was backing out from a ball
up in a game and I bumped
into a man who could have

easily been mistaken for
Hagrid from Harry Potter but
he was the one who ended

up on the ground.
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Discipline:
Field

Year started umpiring:
2021

Favourite thing about
umpiring:

Running around with friends
and the camaraderie.

Best umpiring achievement: 
Running the U18 Girls

development game between
GWS Giants and Sydney

Swans.

Biggest takeaway from
2024:

We are lucky to be a part of a
group where we are afforded
the opportunity to learn off

each other.

2025 umpiring goal:
Continue my development

and start to push state
league.

Discipline:
Goal and Field

Year started umpiring:
1988

Favourite thing about
umpiring:

Having the best seat in the
house to watch a game of

footy.

Best umpiring achievement: 
To be involved in a game I

love, for a long period of time.

2025 umpiring goal:
Be consistent in my

decisions.

Discipline:
Goal

Year started umpiring:
 2017

Why did you choose goals:
 I enjoy all aspects of umpiring
(except boundary, too much
running for me) but I would
say that goals felt better for
me and felt like something I

could really jump at and
exceed in.

Favourite thing about
umpiring:

All the connections and
friendships you make through

all the different pathways.

Best umpiring achievement:
National Futures Match before
the 2024 AFL Grand Final on

the MCG.

2025 umpiring goal:
Third year on the AFLW list

would be nice. I want to
primarily focus on that and

make finals. 27
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Field: Sophie Millar, Emma Waters, EMG: Joshua
Ward
Boundary: Ethan Rutenberg, Zac Rawson
Goal: Andrew Burton, Wayne Jones
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