
Enjoy 
   it’s
 FREE  

Intensive farming on the Casketts Sitrus Farm                                                                                             Photo’s Simon Espley

BOEREMARK
Next Market on 7 Aug. 2021 

@ BOSVELD CENTRE 

2.2KM out of town on R40

Vol 19 Issue 15, 30 July 2021, Kruger2Canyon News, Shop 12, Kamogelo Centre, Hoedspruit. Tel 078 979 6486   email: editor@kruger2canyon.co.za

The paper that encourages dreams, supports people and builds the community!

Hoedspruit

Separa� ng the pips from the fruit - Another look at Caske� s Sitrus 

Simon Espley

  A new intensive citrus farm 
bordering the renowned 
Timbava�  and Klaserie pri-
vate nature reserves – the 
Greater Kruger – is now a 
fait accompli. This I state 
without any shadow of a 
doubt. I did not understand 
this reality when I arranged 
to meet farmer Kobus van 
Staden at his new project 
Caske� s Sitrus. But I do 
now.

  Van Staden met me at the 
gate to Caske� s and jumped 
into my venerable Landy 
Defender to guide me to 
the farm HQ. I had loaded 
up a key ques� on: whether 
he would consider dropping 
the intensive farming idea 
and instead partner with 
others to open a lodge or 
other tourism service. That 
ques� on disappeared like 
mist under the African sun 
when we emerged from 
hectares of scrappy thorn 
scrub to a vista of ploughed 
fi elds with rows of plas� c ir-
riga� on pipes and a newly-
  I followed van Staden and 
fellow Caske� s owner Jurie 
van Vuren to a rus� c farm-
house veranda overlooking 
the Klaserie River and be-
yond to prime Big 5 safari 

country – the Greater Kru-
ger. What followed was a 
cordial but frank discussion, 
followed by a tour of the 
farm. My every request for 
informa� on was met with-
out hesita� on, and I was 
le�  free to photograph any-
thing – including a cleared 
area beyond the authorised 
limits.
  There has been much said 
and wri� en about this con-
troversial situa� on, and the 
ba� le became intensely 
personal, with van Staden 
taking body blows to his 
reputa� on. Team AG ini-
� ally requested members of 
the public to exercise their 
legal right to have a say in 
December 2018 and then 
followed up with regular 
opinions from respected  

scien� sts opposed to the 
new farm – who also ques-
� oned the Impact Report. 
However, what we had 
failed to do, to date, was 
speak to the farmer, a situ-
a� on I was keen to remedy.
  The context to these notes, 
is that I was and remain, 
opposed to this intensive 
farming opera� on on the 
border of the Greater Kru-
ger. BUT I now understand 
be� er the context and the 
complexi� es, and I hope 
that my notes below will 
resource you to debate this 
controversial topic from a 
factual perspec� ve. 
  The 420ha farm (Caske� s) 
was subdivided and pur-
chased from former own-
er Rocco Gioia for about 
R35million (US$2,5m) – and 

is en� rely surrounded by 
Gioia’s remaining farms. 
The authori� es have autho-
rised 102 hectares for irri-
gated citrus orchards based 
on an exis� ng water right.
  The farm was purchased in 
1967 by Libero Gioia, who 
farmed ca� le, tomatoes 
and ca� le fodder. When 
his son Rocco took over 
the farm, he focussed on 
tobacco, mangoes, sweet 

potatoes, tomatoes, chil-
lies, lucerne and blue buf-
falo grass and various game 
species – some of which are 
hunted. Rocco Gioia con� n-
ues to u� lise the remain-
ing 2,400ha surrounding 
Caske� s primarily for game 
farming.
  
 A water right granted in 
1950 allows Caske� s to     
legally  irrigate 120ha

                  Cont. on page 8  
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  Another month has 
slipped by and we are all on 
the downhill run towards 
the end of 2021!
Winter has almost gone, 
but not before leaving us 
with one last cold spell and 
the promise of the possibil-

ity of snow in certain parts 
of the country that might 
not have seen it for a while. 
Somehow, I don’t think that 
Hoedspruit will be on that 
list any� me soon.
That being said, the town 
has been nominated for 
‘Dorp of the year”, which 
I think is a great honour 
for this important hub city. 
Recogni� on at last. Vo� ng 
has closed and we wait with 
bated breath for the winner 
to be announced.
The current adjusted Level 
4 lockdown has once again 
played havoc with the tour-
ism industry and seeing that 
one of the hot spots was 
Gauteng, travel to and from 
that province has been se-
verely curtailed. So far this 
adjusted level has been in 
place for the last 4 weeks 

and as I write this, I am 
awai� ng what will be add-
ed or subtracted when our 
President addresses the na-
� on later this evening. One 
thing that is almost guaran-
teed is that restric� ons will 
not be removed but they 
might be relaxed. 
BREAKING NEWS…Thanks 
to our President we have 
moved  to adjusted Level 3 
lockdown. Alcohol will be 
on sale again during the 
week and inter-provincial 
travel is allowed. Do I hear 
the words ‘road trip”?
What else happened during 
July?
POPIA? Show of hands if 
you, like me, were inundat-
ed with an email purpor� ng 
to have our best interests 
at heart when it comes to 
keeping our data safe and 

secure? For those of you 
who don’t know what the 
Act is all about, POPI (Pro-
tec� on of Personal Informa-
� on) has come into eff ect 
in South Africa as of 1 July 
2021. This Act is designed to 
enforce companies to keep 
strict and secure measures 
to protect your personal 
informa� on, and they are 
required to inform you of 
their compliance with the 
Act. I have had mail from 
people who have a Face-
book page, telling me that 
my data is safe and secure, 
but we all know that in real-
ity that once we have sup-
plied our personal informa-
� on online, it is out there 
forever. All we can do is try 
to make our passwords as 
unpredictable as possible( 
no dates of birth or anniver-

saries etc). However, I tend 
to forget certain passwords 
with monotonous regularity 
and that slip usually occurs 
when I am away from home 
and I try to access a site that 
requires a password I have 
not used for a while. Very 
annoying having to try and 
fi gure out what it might be 
or, if it is not going to call 
too many problems, reset 
it. I have a piece of paper 
in a journal that contains 
all of my passwords, but 
they have been changed SO 
many � mes that I cannot re-
member what is old or new. 
I have tried many � mes 
to rewrite this important 
document, but no sooner 

have I done that than I need 
to change at least one! It is 
an endless task and I have 
resigned myself to the fact 
that it will be a neverending 
task.
Finally, I want to pay trib-
ute to all those who have 
had their vaccina� ons and 
especially to those who are 
working at the local vaccina-
� on points. 
Let us also take a moment 
to remember all those who 
have passed on, either di-
rectly or indirectly, from 
this terrible pandemic. May 
their memories forever be 
cherished.
Un� l next � me, stay safe 

 Letters to the editor – 

Jul 30th 2021

Dear Mr Editor,

  Before placing an ar� cle on 
the front page of a newspa-
per that serves the whole 
community don’t you think 
you should have inves� -
gated the true facts?  Next 
week Tuesday the par� es 
that are truly concerned 
about the area will meet. If 
you had the common sense 
to engage with Mr van 
Staden you would have had 
the true facts. This is a small 
community and one of the 
fi rst families in the area with 
very long proven history on 
farming and conserva� on. 
Did you realize that every 
person in that ar� cle that is 
against such a development 
is not even living close to 
this area?
  You and Daily Maverick will 
soon be exposed for pub-
lishing half-truths which is 
favouring only one side as 
we will have a press release 
soon with all true facts re-
vealed.

Maleni van Staden

Dear Editor,

  I absolutely love what you 
are doing with the paper – 
thank you so much, we really 
needed a good clear media 
voice.

Stella

Dear Editor,

  Thank you for bringing the 
print version back. I always 
hoped that this was going to 
happen. What I do like is the 
inclusion of the puzzle – fabu-
lous.
Doris 

Dear Ms van Staden
  
  Thank you for your message 
directed to our Editor, Da-
vid Batzofi n.We believe that 
one of the aims of a commu-
nity paper like Kruger2Can-
yon, is to initi ate debate and 
thoughtf ul deliberati on. We 
would like to get all parti ci-
pants on whatever side of any 
story, to put their side of the 
story out to our readers.
  As such, we as the editorial 
committ ee of Kruger2Canyon, 
(which does comprise some ex 
editors of nati onal and inter-
nati onal newspapers), decid-
ed to publish the news arti cle 
that you have referred to in 
your message. 
  It is important to note that 
the  specifi c arti cle referred 
to (Big game parks versus 
big farming: a batt le for the 
ages on the Klaserie River) 
was originally published by 
The Daily Maverick. It is their 
arti cle and we got permission 
to publish the same, because 
we believed that the arti cle 
was a relevant one to the 
community of Hoedspruit and 
the surrounds, and one that 
would hopefully command a 
response from the parti es in-
volved.
  We as the Kruger2Canyon 
are not making judgement 
nor are we off ering opinion, 
we are merely publishing The 
Daily Mavericks arti cle. We 
have noted that you are inti -
mately involved in this matt er 
and should you have a press 
release, we would be very 
happy and only too glad to 
publish that as a response to 

our lead story of June 2021, in 
the July 2021 publicati on (as 
you know we are a monthly 
publicati on). 
  We welcome that interac-
ti on because that is what a 
community paper is all about 
– local interacti on, about lo-
cal events/happenings and 
hopefully by local people and 
in a way that nurtures healthy 
debate. That of course does 
not negate the fact that oth-
ers can write about our area, 
more specifi cally our bio-
sphere (the 11th best in the 
world!) and we can publish 
that, if and only if we deem it 
to be relevant and newswor-
thy.
  To reiterate, we are not mak-
ing judgement nor are we of-
fering our opinion. We look 
forward to receiving your re-
sponse on this arti cle and with 
permission, would like very 
much to publish the same.
  
Regards, Mark Bishop, Pub-
lisher
 
Note: The Kruger2Canyon 
has subsequently received an 
email from Ms van Staden 
with her ‘press release’ that 
according to her are the facts. 
This ‘release’ we publish today 
as our lead story: Separati ng 
the pips from the fruit!
  
Kruger2Canyon has un-
dertaken, thanks to Simon 
Espley and Africa Geographic, 
to publish this arti cle for the 
sake of transparency and fair-
ness. Readers will make up 
their own minds, as to where 
they stand on this issue.
Ed

Dear Editor

  It is a breath of fresh air! If we 
are in the biosphere can we 
not have many more interest-
ing wildlife ar� cles?

Regards James

Dear James  

  Thank you, our forward plan 
is to include more wildlife ar-
ti cles, arti cles of interest. We 
have access to the very best 
people in their fi elds and we 
will harness these contacts to 
bring you the best we can on 
this subject.
Ed. 
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These shoes are made for walking…

Old school craftmanship on display in 

the Shoe & Lether Shop

Jan Dumon

  HDS Number Plates and   
Shoe & Leather Repair 
Shop, old school values in 
a modern se�  ng.

  HDS Shoe and Leather 
Repair shop is part of HDS 
Number Plates and can be 
found on the main road of 
Hoedspruit, roughly half-
way between the Kamogelo 
Centre and Spar.
It is a li� le jewel of a shop, 
owned and managed by 
Jan and Lize Dumon, well 
known to many in the area, 
who have lived in the com-
munity for 20 years. 
Upon entering the shop, 
one is immediately greeted 
with the smell of leather 
and dubbin emana� ng from 
the countless pairs of shoes 
and boots, immediately 
taking customers back to 
simpler � mes when shoe 
repairs were almost an art 
form. Aside from shoes, all 
the other available space 
is taken up by belts and 
handbags being repaired 
and restored to their for-
mer glory. Using old-school 
cra� manship and a fully 
func� onal tradi� onal singer 
sewing machine da� ng back 
to 1930, you’ll be instantly 
reminded of the tradi� onal 
cobbler shops of yesteryear. 
The list of services off ered 
by HDS Shoe and Leather 
Repair shop includes sole 
and heel replacements, 
res� tching and repairing of 
shoes and boots and other 
leather goods. Replacing 
belt buckles and refurbish-
ing belts, making new belts 
to order, replacing zippers 
on leather boots and chaps 
as well as ladies’ shoe � pS 
and heel replacements to 
name but a few of the ser-
vices on off er.
  Much the old story “The 
dog ate my homework”, 
shoes are brought in in vari-
ous states of disrepair with 
stories ranging from   

“T he dog chewed the 
tongues “, “A hyena ruined 
these boots” and even a 
pair that was held  together 
by carpenter nails and ca-
bles � es!
  As a leather repair shop, 
they are also able to as-
sist with saddlery repairs 
such as reins, belts and 
even some basic repairs to 
saddles themselves, having 
done work for every stable 
in town. 
  “HDS also has an ongoing 
contract to refurbish used 
army boots for some of 
the an� -poaching units in 
the area, injec� ng new life 
into worn and used foot-
wear and ensuring that the 
fi nished products are fully 
func� onal and good for 
many more kilometres”.
  On top of this wonder-
ful service, HDS also has a 
number plate division. They 
make number plates for all 
provinces including person-
alized plates. All plates are 
fi � ed free of charge. HDS 
Number Plates is SABS ap-
proved with brand new 
machines and uses SABS ap-
proved materials.
  The need for a professional 
service to assist with the 
registra� on of motor ve-
hicles also became evident 
and HDS rose to the occa-
sion and runs a vehicle li-
censing and registra� on ser-
vice. Off erings include the 
registra� on of new vehicles, 
license renewals, change of 
ownership, change of ad-
dress, applica� on for dupli-
cate Na� s documents and 
Business Register Number 
Cer� fi cates and the collec-
� on of driver’s licenses from 
the traffi  c department. 
Please feel free to pop in at 
any � me…we would love to 
assist you.

Before and ....                                                                                           ... After, beautifully restored                Photo’s supplied

Hoedspruit      Tel: 078 979 6486

Johannesbueg Tel: 011 886 8425
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Serving to change lives ... Hoedspruit Rotary Awards

Past President Rose White- left Rotarian Paul White- centre Rotarian Wilana Manderson – right

Lovelle Henderson 

  The elegant Tas� ng Room 
hummed with happy 
voices and goodwill at a 
splendid dinner, catered 
for by Anita from OEMF 
Caterers and the Greater 
Kruger Hotel School & 
Training Centre, in honour 
of Wilana Manderson’s 
induction as President of 
the Rotary Club of Hoed-
spruit for 2021/22.
  The annual President’s 
Award was handed to Alan 
Partington, Club Treasurer, 
for the incredibly tough 
task of keeping the Club’s 
finances in sterling order 
during the past, very un-
predictable, Covid year.
  Jozua van Wyk from Hoed-
spruit FM was presented 
with a Rotary Merit Award 
for his dedication to the 
Hoedspruit community. 
Becky Harmon and Stella 
Horgan, of Zingela Ulwazi, 
were the guests of honour.   
Zingela Ulwazi is a non-
profit organization col-
laborating with local com-
munities and organisations 
to create projects focused 
on resilience, leadership,   

creativity and prosperity.   
  During the past year,     
Rotary has collaborated 
with them to empower 
women in the rural com-
munity through permacul-
ture vegetable gardening 
which enables them to, 
not only feed their families 
but also earn an income 
from their remarkably suc-
cessful small gardens. 
  Rotarians the world over 
will continue to “Serve to 
change Lives” in the com-
ing year.  
  
If you would like to join 
or support Hoedspruit 
Rotary, in any way please 
contact President Wilana 
Manderson 0832758862.

Ole Ahrens,  Rotary Past 

President wearing  his 

chain of offi  ce. 
Seated is Sherry Couch

Incoming President Wilana Manderson receiving her 

chain of offi  ce from past President Ole Ahrens.
Alan Partington holding his President’s Award with past President 
Humphrey Couch looking on

Incoming President Wilana Manderson

Rotary Treasurer Alan Partington- Left

Rotarian Wilana Manderson before receiving her Presidential Chain of offi  ce- Centre
Rotarian Hazel Partington – right

All photo’s supplied by Rotary
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Hayley’s Chia pudding recipe 
Hayley Cooper, Wild Dreams Hospitality

  Chia pudding is so easy to make, I love that it can also be made 
ahead of � me so it’s an ideal meal to meal-prep a day, or 3 in ad-
vance. I also love that it is so versa� le in the sense that this could 
be a breakfast dish or a dessert. But a healthy dessert! Lastly, if you 
were making this for a lodge bush breakfast it works amazingly well 
as it holds up the travel & doesn’t need to be served ice cold (that’s 
the lodge manager brain coming out in me)

  Chia pudding can also be made with a range of diff erent plant-
based kinds of milk so really whatever you have on hand, & if you 
are wan� ng a creamier, richer fl avour & texture then you can also 
use coconut milk or cream, I would suggest these would be more of 
a dessert though as it may be a bit heavy for a breakfast.
  
  Chia seeds are also so good for us, they are high in Omega 3s, Fi-
bre, Protein & very low in calories. They have so many nutrients & 
are high in an� oxidants & have been linked to helping some health 
problems. I include chia seeds in my meals pre� y much daily & it is 
so easy to do so, throw them into cereals/porridge or a smoothie, 
sprinkle on a salad or into baked goods (sweet & savoury). If you 
haven’t used chia seeds before then you may be surprised by the 
way they thicken & form a gel-like consistency & you will see them 
used o� en in vegan baking as an egg replacement.

  I created this recipe because I just love the combo of chocolate & 
orange & the balance of these 2 fl avours complement each other 
perfectly in this. This will serve 4 people depending on your serving 
size.

 

I’d love to hear if you made 
this dish & what 
you thought of it, the best 
way to reach me is an 
Instagram message over at 
my company page,  
www.wilddreams.co.za

Ingredients

1. Half a cup of Chia seeds.
2. Quarter cup of Cacoa powder or cocoa  

powder                                
3. Half an orange (you will use the juice & zest)
4. 1 and a half cups of Plant-based milk of 

choice (I use oat)                                                
5. 1 Tsp Vanilla essence or powder
6. 4 Tbsp Maple syrup – not a maple fl avoured
7. syrup but      the real deal
8. Pinch of good quality salt
9. 2 Tbsp Coconut fl akes (op� onal)
 
Method

1. Sieve your cocoa powder into a mixing bowl
2. Add your maple syrup, salt, and vanilla and 

whisk into a paste
3. Add your plant-based milk slowly, whiskin-

gas you add it to ensure it is smooth & with-
out any clumps

4. Squeeze the juice from your fresh orange 
into the bowl

5. Grate about a teaspoon’s worth of the or-
ange skin to form a zest and add to your 
bowl, mix well

6. Add your chia seeds and con� nue to whisk 
together for a minute un� l all mixed

7. Cover your bowl (or transfer it into a Tuppe-
ware or individual containers that you want 
to serve this out of) and put it into the fridge 
for a minimum of 3 hours, it is a good idea 
a� er 30 minutes to give it one more whisk as 
it starts to set.Toast a couple of tablespoons 
of coconut fl akes in your oven on low heat 
for a few minutes, un� l golden

8. Dish into a glass, bowl & decorate with your 
dried orange slice & some extra zest on top Hayley

Hoedspruit Cafe’s tea time chocolate treat 
Ingredients

1. 2 cups cake fl our
2. 2 cups white sugar
3. 3/4 cup cocoa powder
4. 2 tsp baking soda
5. 1 tsp baking powder
6. 1 tsp salt
7. 1/2 cup oil
8. 1 cup bu� ermilk
9. 2 eggs
10. 2 tsp vanilla essence
11. 1 cup hot coff ee

Method

1. Mix together the dry ingredients in the mixer
2. Mix together all wet ingredients except the coff ee
3. Beat together the wet and dry ingredients
4. Add coff ee and mix together
5. Pour into � ns and bake at 180 degrees celcius
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 The Butterflies of Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve

Starry starry night - Constella� on of the month - Aquila

Aquila                                                    Qi Xi Festival                      

Ben Coley

  
  Aquila is famous in Greek 
mythology on 2 counts.  
Firstly, for carrying Gany-
mede, Zeus’ cupbearer, to 
Mount Olympus to serve 
Zeus; and secondly for a 
more unpleasant role in 
mythology.  
 
   Prometheus was one of 
the Titan gods that roamed 
the world and became 
an advisor to Zeus.  Pro-
metheus was very protec-
� ve of the people of Earth 
and was concerned about 
their lack of ability to make 
fi re.  In an a� empt to help, 
he stole a ray of the sun 
which he duly delivered to 
mankind.  However, Zeus 
felt that mankind was not 
worthy of such a gi�  and 
punished Prometheus for 
his unwarranted ac� ons by 
chaining him to a mountain 
and le�  ng his eagle Aquila 
a� ack him day a� er day, 
ea� ng his liver.  

  As a Titan, however, Pro-
metheus was immortal, al-
though some sources sug-
gest that his immortality 
was inherited from Chiron 
(Centaurus), and thus recov-
ered from his injuries each 
night, only to be tortured 
again the following day.  
A� er many years he was 
rescued by the Greek hero, 
Hercules who killed Aquila 
with his bow and arrow and 
Zeus placed his favourite 
eagle in the stars so that it 
could soar for eternity in 
the heavens.  The arrow can 
be found next to Aquila in 
the sky as the small constel-
la� on, Sagi� a.
 
Notable Stars 
   “ Altair is the brightest 
star in the constellati on of 
Aquila and is also the 12th 
brightest star in the sky, 
thanks in part to its relati ve 
proximity”.  
  Altair lies only 16.7 light-
years from Earth and is eas-
ily found in the eastern sky 

as the centre star of 3 that 
resembles the famed Ori-
on’s Belt asterism.  Its name 
comes from Arabic and 
means ‘The Flying Eagle’.  
Altair makes up one point 
of the ‘Spring Triangle’ in 
South Africa, along with 
Vega, the 5th brightest star 

in the sky (Lyra) and Deneb 
(Cygnus).

The Qi Xi Fes� val
  In Asian mythology, the 
star Altair represents a 
mortal man who fell in love 
with a heavenly goddess, 
Vega (the brightest star in 

Lyra).  
  One day   Altair was tend-
ing to his cows and play-
ing his fl ute when a white 
dove landed next to him 
and turned into the beau-
� ful Vega, princess of the 
Heavenly Skies.  Both were 
enchanted with each other 

and for many weeks Vega 

visited Altair during the 
nights before returning to 

the stars each morning.

 A� er some � me, Vega’s 
mother discovered their ro-
mance and forbade it since 
no immortal should meet 
with a mortal being.  Vega 
went searching for Altair 
but her mother turned the 
Milky Way into a mighty riv-
er and the couple became 
stranded on either side.  
However, Vega’s father took 
pity on the couple and ar-
ranged that on the 7th night 
of the 7th moon each year, 
all the magpies on Earth 
would fl y to the heavens 
and create a celes� al bridge 
for the lovers to meet for 
the night.  
   This occasion is celebrated 
in China as the Qixi (Key-
She) Fes� val and is consid-
ered one of the most ro-
man� c fes� vals of the year.  
The date coincides with the 
7th day of the 7th moon of 
the year.  

Daddy Mathaba 
Mark Bishop

  Bu� erfl y research was 
conducted in the Lekgalam-
etse Nature Reserve from 
the 28th to the 30th of 
April 2021. 
  
  The � me was also used as 
a social-learning and team-
building event for 15 K2C 
Environmental Monitors 
from diff erent regions, from 
Lekgalameetse, Olifants, 
and Phiring. For those that 
do not know, the Lekgala-
meetse Nature Reserve is 
a conserved mountain wil-
derness of about 18,718 ha, 
situated west of Trichardts-
dal in the northern Drakens-
berg of Limpopo Province, 
South Africa.
  On the fi rst day, a route 
from the Lekgalameetse en-
trance gate to the waterfall 
was followed. Two teams 
were allocated a sweeping 
net each. The atmospheric 
condi� ons were perfect 
for ectotherms and many 
bu� erfl ies were spo� ed, 
caught, squeezed on their 
thorax, and kept safe for 
later iden� fi ca� on.
  The team had diverse back-
ground knowledge on biodi-
versity. Within the research 
team, there was Lucius, who 
was assis� ng in iden� fying 
the arachnids, amphibians, 
and plants. His knowledge 

of invertebrates sparked the 
brains of the whole team, 
many of whom knew li� le 
about these small creatures. 
Most fl ora and fauna of 
the region were iden� fi ed 
whilst catching bu� erfl ies. 
The dominant bu� erfl y spe-
cies spo� ed on this day was 
the Soldier Pansy.  Research 
was not conducted on camp 
days, so most bu� erfl ies 
were caught and released 
as they had been collected 
previously. This highlights 
the eco-friendliness of the 
methods used to collect 
bu� erfl ies.
   On the 2nd day of research, 
the temperature was not in 
favor of mobility for most 
bu� erfl ies; it was windy 
and overcast. However, the 
team took a 5km route from 
the entrance gate to the 
south-side gravel road of 
the reserve. The team took 
three hours to reach the 
waterfall. The Olifants and 
Phiring Enviromental Moni-
tors were excited to experi-
ence the beauty of the wa-
terfall and its surroundings. 
Fruit traps containing four 
month old fermented ba-
nana bait were hung in 
trees in the early morining 
and retrived in the late af-
ternoon when specimens 
collected were document-
ed. Two sweeping nets were 
also used to evaluate spe-
cies diversity.

  The research had four main   
goals to achieve. The fi rst 
goal was to determine the 
bu� erfl y species diversity of 
the Reserve; the second, to 
assess the concentra� on of 
diff erent species in various 
habitats; the third, to assess 
the hotspots of bu� erfl y 
species in the Reserve and 
lastly, to iden� fy the corre-
la� on between seasons and 
bu� erfl y species richness.
  The overall results showed 
that Lekgalameetse has di-
verse fl ora and fauna. 12 
diff erent bu� erfl y species 
were collected during the 
research, 6 species on the 
fi rst day and 6 species on 
the second day. Some spe-
cies were iden� fi ed, and 
some are s� ll awai� ng iden-
� fi ca� on. The Lekgalamee-
tse Enviromental Monitors 
have already collected more 
than 40 diff erent bu� erfl y 
species, which is more than 
the 1990 Master Plan of the 
Lekgalameetse.
  The Lekgalameetse Nature 
Reserve is believed to have 
a diverse number of bu� er-
fl y species. 
  The results indicate that 
various environmental fac-
tors (humidity, temperature, 
and wind intensity); habitat 
variables (host plant and 
vegeta� on) and eleva� on 
indicate a strong correla� on 
with species richness and 
diversity. Certain bu� erfl y 

species can survive cold, 
windy condi� ons, however, 
the highest diversity of but-
terfl ies is observed during 
blooming season, and at 
less steep eleva� ons. 
  More research has to be 
done to iden� fy the rela-
� onship between vegeta-
� on types and bu� erfl y spe-
cies richness.
  The research team would 
like to acknowledge the K2C 
management for food provi-
sion, Prof. Alan Gardiner for 
assis� ng in iden� fi ca� on of 
the bu� erfl ies and the Le-
kgalameetse management 
for hospitality.
First printed in the Kruger 
to Canyons Biosphere 
Newslett er June 21 Junonia terea - Soldier Pansy        Photo - Butterfl ygear
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Photographic � ps from the “Hide Lady”
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David Batzofi n  

  Well-known photogra-
pher, Janet Kleyn shares 
her photographic experi-
ence on hide photography.
  I’m some� mes referred 
to as “the hide lady”, other 
� mes as “the bunker lady” 
this is not surprising since 
I spend many hours pho-
tographing from an under-
ground photographic hide 
in Mashatu Game reserve, 
Botswana”       
  Although I have access to 
the en� re reserve, si�  ng 
quietly in the hide remains 
my favourite spot to photo-
graph from.
  Firstly, there is the              

obvious advantage of being 
posi� oned at an angle that 
is ideal for wildlife photog-
raphy.  As wildlife photog-
raphers, we always strive 
to get photos at eye level 
to our subjects as it helps 
to create a connec� on be-
tween the subject and the 
audience, but when the 
subject is having a drink, 
eye level is very low and 
this is where a sunken hide 
comes into its own. 
 Photographing from 
ground level changes per-
spec� ve and gives the add-
ed advantage of increas-
ing the distance between 
the subject and the back-
ground. The greater this 

distance, the shallower the 
depth of fi eld resul� ng in 
so� er backgrounds.
  But apart from these pho-
tographic benefi ts, I fi nd 
being so close to animals, 
without the sound of an 
engine, gives me a much 
more in� mate experience 
with the subject.  The ani-
mals are allowing you into 
their space. This is a very 
privileged place to be as it 
relies on trust and these 
animals trust you to do 
no harm and be� er yet, 
capture them going about 
their normal lives. This in� -
macy helps me with decid-
ing on composi� onal ele-
ments and deciding what 

it is I want to portray in my 
image.
  While driving we tend to 
miss so many of the small-
er, less obvious things.  
Being forced to sit in one 
place and wait for whatev-
er arrives has made me pay 
a� en� on to so much more. 
It’s taught me to look out 
for interes� ng behaviour 
to capture, and that is what 
photography is about for 
me – capturing moments.      
  A hide at a waterhole       
off ers  a huge diversifi ca-
� on of diff erent species 
from frogs to predators and 
everything in between.  It 
takes pa� ence but the re-
wards are boundless.

Janet’s top � ps for photo-
graphing from a hide:
  Be ready for anything – If 
possible, have a long and a 
wide lens available to give 
you diff erent photographic 
op� ons. Don’t panic shoot, 
take your eye off  the view-
fi nder occasionally and 
look around for inspira� on 
and decide what you want 
to capture. 
  Be prepared - Have all 
your equipment out and 
easy to get to.  You don’t 
want to be fumbling and 
opening zips or velcro to 
get to your equipment just 
as the animal arrives.
Be fully immersed – Look 
and listen for clues of 

Biography  

 Janet Kleyn manages 
the PhotoMashatu pho-
tographic concession at 
Mashatu Game Reserve 
in the Northern Tuli block 
of Botswana, where she 
shares her expert advice, 
tuition and experience to 
help her clients take their 
photography to the next 
level. She is a sought af-
ter guide and tutor. Many 
guests return to gain from 
her expert advice, keen 
photographic eye and her 
intimate knowledge of 
wildlife.                                                       

“It’s as much about the 
experience of being in 
nature, as it is in getting 
the photograph – and if 
you loving the experience, 
you’re bound to reflect 
that in your photography”. 

Janet Kleyn 

what may be approach-
ing or what may happen. 
Eg. squirrels alarm calling 
could signify a predator 
approaching or branches 
breaking an elephant.  This 
will give you � me to pre-
pare and be ready.
  If you know some animals 
or birds are regular visitors,  
think about what you want 
to capture in advance and 
plan your shots .  
  You can’t control the light  
– think about what you will 
do as the light changes.  
When it is very bright con-
sider shoo� ng for black and 
white where a higher con-
trast subject can work well 
against a bright sky.

Magnifi cent images captured by Janet from the hide 
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Separa� ng the pips from the fruit 
Cont. from page 1

  Caske� s has a legal right to 
extract suffi  cient water to 
irrigate 120 hectares. This 
right was granted in 1950 
when the Klaserie Irriga� on 
Board was cons� tuted by 
the then Governor-General 
of the Union of South Africa.
  That water o�  ake is suffi  -
cient for Caske� s purposes 
– they have made no appli-
ca� on for addi� onal o�  ake, 
and no other water use li-
cense is required in terms of 
the Water Act.
  The Klaserie Dam was built 
in the 1950s on the Klaserie 
River about 22 km upstream 
of Caske� s specifi cally to 
enable the farmers to ac-
cess reliable water for their 
crops. The total water listed 
for farmers from the dam is 
to irrigate 1,100ha, of which 
about 500ha is currently  
u� lised.
  Water is regularly released 
from the dam to provide the 
farmers’ required water and 
maintain the river’s ecologi-
cal state (theore� cally). Cas-
ke� s has a pump to extract 
that water directly from the 
river as it fl ows past. This 
water is then pumped to 
earth dams for storage and 
then irriga� on.
  A perceived confl ict of 
interest has been raised 
in some quarters because 
Caske� s co-owner Jurie van 
Vuren is also a board mem-
ber (and chairperson) of the 
Klaserie Irriga� on Board. 
The general suspicion being 
whispered is that he either 
used his posi� on to grant 
the necessary water rights 
(not possible because the 
water rights were allocated 
in 1950, as described above) 
or will infl uence future deci-
sions related to water and 
Caske� s.
  The Department of Water 
Aff airs owns the Klaserie 
Dam, and the relevant farm-
ers own allocated water vol-
ume rights. The only way to 
be on the Irriga� on Board 
is if you are a water right 
owner. All board members 
are benefi ciaries of deci-
sions made by themselves. 
In other words, this is not 
a public democracy; it’s a 
club of people who own 
rights to a water resource 
and who rely on their col-
lec� ve intent and skills to 
best manage that resource. 
This is no diff erent to the 
many other forms of coop-
era� ve resource manage-

ment boards, such as those      
governing the Timbava�  
and Klaserie private nature 
reserves (PNR), for example.
  When I ques� oned van Vu-
ren about the � ming of his 
appointment to the Board, 
he advised: “I became a 
shareholder of Caske� s on 
09 September 2018 and a 
board member of Klaserie 
Irriga� on Board on 23 No-
vember 2018.”
  So, van Vuren was not alive 
when the water right was 
granted. Could he conceiv-
ably infl uence water-related 
decisions in favour of Cas-
ke� s? Yes, absolutely.  But 
then so could every other 
Klaserie Irriga� on Board 
member serve their inter-
ests in this way. 
  The confl ict of interest is 
there, it’s inten� onal, and 
it is no diff erent to other 
boards that serve a similar 
purpose.  
  Perhaps boards such as 
these – with signifi cant 
environmental impact – 
should be opened up to 
include independent board 
members? But that’s a con-
versa� on for another day.
  Caske� s has four long-exist-
ing dams on a drainage line 
that feeds into the Klaserie 
River. Two s� ll hold water, 
and two were breached dur-
ing the 2012 fl oods and are 
currently empty. Van Staden 
has repaired the largest of 
the broken dams and in-
dicated that he wouldn’t 
repair the other dam. The 
EIA condi� ons s� pulate that 
he cannot increase the size 
of the repaired dam – from 
the original 70m length, 6m 
width and 5m height.
   Our tour of Caske� s includ-
ed the dam in ques� on. It 
was apparent that the dam 

fl oor has been scraped – “to 
remove the accumulated 
sand from the rocky fl oor of 
the dam”, he told me. The 
repaired dam wall does not 
appear to exceed the per-
mi� ed 5m height limit. The 
wall is now wider than 6m, 
increased to 12m in places. 
Van Staden’s explana� on 
that this was to ensure no 
further breaches during 
fl oods makes sense, as does 
his further jus� fi ca� on that 
the wider wall now permits 
them to use the dam wall 
as the main road to access 
the por� on of the farm on 
the other side of the drain-
age line with heavy farming 
vehicles. In this way, they 
avoid making roads through 
the protected riverine area. 
The length of the wall has 
been increased to allow for 
a spillway to prevent future 
fl oods – the original dam 
did not have a spillway. The 
spillway does not increase 
the holding capacity of the 
dam.
  I am no dam expert (obvi-
ously), but I was no more 
alarmed at what I saw here 
than I was last year when 
one of the largest landown-
ers in Timbava�  PNR re-
paired the 2012 fl ood-dam-
aged dam wall at his lodge 
on the Nhlaralumi River. He 
moved large amounts of 
sand from the dam fl oor. 
I was alerted to this by a 
downstream property own-
er who was surprised to see 
li� le or no fl owing water 
immediately a� er excellent 
rains early this year when 
the Nhlaralumi was fl ow-
ing bank-to bank a short 
distance upstream. This is 
a large dam with no agri-
cultural benefi t. The fl ow 
of this non-perennial river 

is impeded to provide a vi-
sually appealing lodge site 
and a� ract wildlife for those 
gin&tonic moments. As an 
aside, one reason for the 
concentra� on of elephants 
in the Greater Kruger during 
the dry months, and subse-
quent destruc� on of local 
trees, is these man-made 
dams. But that’s another 
discussion en� rely.
  Do these  increases in 
width and length of the Cas-
ke� s dam wall represent an 
opportunity for legal and 
puni� ve ac� on? Time will 
tell. Should every dam re-
pair, regardless of where, 
be appropriately scru� nised 
for environmental reasons? 
Certainly.
  The EIA s� pulates that 
no protected trees may be 
removed during the bush 
clearing process – without a 
permit. Van Staden assured 
me that no such trees were 
removed, but of course, I 
have no way to verify that 
claim. Google Earth shows 
old fi elds with scant natural 
cover – much like the dam-
aged scrubland we drove 
through on the way from 
the gate to the orchards. 
Nevertheless, there were 
some sizeable, defi ant lead-
wood, marula and knob-
thorn trees do� ed amidst 
the moonscape – and each 
had been marked with plas-
� c tape.
  I no� ced that part of the 
clearing was taking place 
beyond the clearly defi ned 
EIA boundary limits and 
ques� oned van Staden 
about that. 
   He explained that he had 
to decide how to make up 
the permi� ed 102ha of 
land to be cleared because 
some of the area approved 

for clearing featured more 
trees than the area he 
chose to clear. This trans-
gression did not result in 
him exceeding the 102ha 
alloca� on, and he seemed 
philosophical about poten-
� al ramifi ca� ons.
   Another primary concern 
is how Caske� s will ‘deal 
with’ the overload of insects 
that can be expected to in-
vade the citrus orchards 
from the neighbouring bio-
diversity-rich Greater Kru-
ger area. The likely chemical 
warfare will surely impact 
groundwater pollu� on and 
wildlife that feeds on poi-
soned insects.
  Van Staden dismissed 
my concerns – mainly on 
the basis that Caske� s 
will, like his other farms, 
be GLOBALG.A.P cer� fi ed 
to export their fruit and 
that the requirements are 
so precise, traceable and 
transparent that there is no 
room for errors. He also em-
phasised that he requires 
his chemical processes to 
be bee-friendly to ensure 
the fer� lisa� on by bees of 
his orchards. He men� oned 
using predator insects as 
one tac� c to remove insects 
that could harm his citrus 
crop. He further added that 
GLOBALG.A.P. is very sensi-
� ve to nega� ve social me-
dia publicity and extra vigi-
lant during the annual audit  
process.
   I found myself silenced 
by his confi dent dismissal 
and not knowledgeable 
enough to counter. And yet, 
I am mindful that scien� sts 
cite the ubiquitous use of 
agricultural pes� cides and 
the spread of monoculture 
crops as a primary reason 
for the fall-off  of the world’s 

insect popula� ons. 
  Other scien� sts conclude 
that insect declines are 
linked to the intensifi ca� on 
of agriculture in the last 50 
years.
  Much of the legal tussle go-
ing on between the par� es 
seems to hinge on whether 
any of the bush clearing oc-
curred while the appeal pro-
cess was underway – which 
would be illegal. This Daily 
Maverick provides the rel-
evant detail, and I won’t go 
into this ma� er in any fur-
ther detail. Van Staden did 
not want to comment on 
this ma� er because of the 
impending legal ac� ons, but 
he did express frustra� on at 
the costly delays related to 
the appeal process.  
  In this � meline below, 
it becomes clear that the 
authori� es (offi  ce of the 
M.E.C., Limpopo Depart-
ment of Economic Devel-
opment, Environment & 
Tourism (LEDET)) took 21 
months to fi nalise an ap-
peal process that they are 
obligated to complete in 
90 days. Despite the LEDET 
tardiness, appeals lodged 
by some par� es a� er the 
s� pulated 20-day deadline 
were rejected as being late!
  The Legal � meline starts 
on the 23/03/2017 with 
the appllica� on for subdivi-
sion of property and runs 
through the permission to 
cul� vate, approval of subdi-
vision, transfer of the prop-
erty  into the name of So-
leil Mashishimale (Pty) Ltd, 
and the EIA being ini� ated 
and approved. In August 
2019 appeals were lodged 
by Timbava�  PNR, Klaserie 
PNR and Elephants Alive, 
amongst others. Various 
other appeals were not sub-
mi� ed � meously and there-
fore dismissed. In March 
2021 all appeals were dis-
missed and the EIA approval 
upheld. 
  In April 2021 an applica-
� on was lodged by the ap-
pellants against the M.E.C: 
LEDET & Others for a judi-
cial review of the decision 
by the M.E.C. (It is unlikely 
that this applica� on will see 
the courtroom sooner than 
eighteen months from now 
– we can expect Covid-re-
lated delays – and by then, 
the citrus trees will be in 
the ground, and the farming 
enterprise will be well on its 
way). 

                  Cont. on page 9

Cleared Fields
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Another look at Caske� s Sitrus 
Cont. from page 8  

  There was also an urgent 
applica� on by above appel-
lants to prevent any further 
development un� l the judi-
cial review has been fi nal-
ised this urgent applica� on 
was dismissed in June 2021.
  Farms in this area are 
sought-a� er because they 
are close to the Greater Kru-
ger and could one day con-
ceivably be incorporated 
into this successful conser-
va� on endeavour – which 
would add signifi cantly to 
their value and revenue-
genera� on poten� al.
   I was curious as to how this 
valuable wildlife land could 
end up as a citrus farm.    
My enquiry as to why Cas-
ke� s was not fenced into 
the pres� gious Timbava�  
or Klaserie private nature 
reserves was referred to 
the previous owner, Rocco 
Gioia. As a local landowner, 
Gioia co-operates exten-
sively with Timbava�  and 
Klaserie management dur-
ing their an� -poaching ef-
forts to protect their rhino 
–  his farms border those 
reserves – and maintains 
a good rela� onship with 
them.
  HOWEVER, Gioia pointed 
out in an email that his re-
quests for his farm to be 
included in Timbava�  Pri-
vate Nature Reserve were 
turned down.
  I discussed these historic 
rejec� ons with a former 
Timbava�  warden, who 
confi rmed that the deci-
sion-makers viewed Gioia’s 
property as not suitable 
for inclusion. We also ex-
tracted this statement from 

the Timbava�  chairman 
Anthony Hare: “We took a 
decision based on our abil-
ity to absorb a large prop-
erty, beyond our natural 
footprint. This would have 
meant considerable extra 
resources and cost required 
and without being able to 
leverage the exis� ng opera-
� ons to take it on. We did 
not rule it out forever, just 
at the � me.”
  Gioia also men� oned sev-
eral a� empts to have his 
farm included in the Klase-
rie Private Nature Reserve, 
including one request based 
on opera� ng as a hun� ng 
camp. We were advised by 
the current Klaserie warden 
Colin Rowles that according 
to his records, Gioia applied 
at some stage in the 1990s 
but subsequently withdrew 
that applica� on.
  Gioia provided several ex-
amples of specifi c requests 
made by him to both re-
serves going back about 30 
years, and the reasons for 
rejec� on varied each � me. 
His obvious frustra� on pro-
vides a clear indica� on that 
things need to change if we 
are to avoid similar scenar-
ios repea� ng themselves. 
Angry neighbours, of what-
ever level of economic em-
powerment, make for bad 
conserva� on bedfellows.
  The concern about ani-
mals being killed by vari-
ous means as they target 
the citrus trees is valid, and 
this scenario is mirrored on 
most commercial farms in 
the world. Animals will die 
in their pursuit of nourish-
ment from these trees – 
from insects to birds and 
mammals. Hopefully, there 

will be mi� ga� on strategies 
in place (van Staden says 
there will be), but the re-
ality is that some animals 
will die.
  The issue that has hogged 
the limelight has been the 
likelihood of elephants 
targe� ng the oranges and 
what will happen if and 
when they do.
  Van Staden seemed open 
to any considered, well-
managed collabora� ons 
to reduce the risk of this 
happening and to prevent 
elephant crop-raiders from 
being killed or harmed – by 
working with local authori-
� es and NGOs. He seemed 
to be relaxed about this 
risk and confused about 
the focus on elephants as 
the main issue at play. “El-
ephants will have to come 
through four fences before 
they get to my property”, 
he said – the Greater Kru-
ger fence, a neighbour 
farm fence, the Gioia farm 
fence and the Caske� s farm 
fence. The EIA requires him 
to install an elephant-proof 
fence on Caske� s – and he 
assured me that this would 
be done.
  To help me understand 
the elephant-oranges is-
sue be� er, I spoke to Kevin 
Leo-Smith, manager of Ri-
etspruit Game Reserve, 
just outside Hoedspruit and 
across the busy R40 road 
from the Greater Kruger 
area in ques� on. His input 
is very relevant because he 
recently managed the re-
introduc� on of elephants 
to Rietspruit, which borders 
directly onto established 
citrus farms. The neigh-
bour consulta� on process 

involved explaining to con-
cerned farmers his mi� ga-
� on procedures if elephants 
escape Rietspruit to raid the 
citrus orchards.
  Leo-Smith explained that 
there is no scien� fi c evi-
dence that elephants spe-
cifi cally target citrus as a 
general rule. There is plenty 
of anecdotal evidence of 
elephants ea� ng oranges 
in farm orchards, but el-
ephants target just about 
anything edible. For ex-
ample, three bull elephants 
that escaped from the 
nearby Balule Private Na-
ture Reserve (Greater Kru-
ger) about four years ago 
followed the Blyde River 
upstream as they pursued 
their natural dispersal in-
s� nct. They did not make 
their way to nearby citrus 
farms; instead they feasted 
on the mango orchards 
along the way before be-
ing captured and returned 
to the reserve. The Male-
lane and Koma� poort ar-
eas, about 250 km south 
of Hoedspruit, are awash 
with huge sugar cane and 
citrus farms, amongst oth-
er crops, and few if any 
elephant      issues are re-
ported by far mers.
  Leo-Smith explained that 
bull elephants in par� cu-
lar will, through learned 
behaviour, regularly visit 
sources of reliable nutri� on 
– including citrus crops – 
but that they are more like-
ly to target grass crops like 
sugar cane, maize (corn) 
and sorghum, which more 
closely resemble their pre-
ferred grass diet. 
   Several people I have spo-
ken to recently seem under 

the impression that this 
area bordering the Greater 
Kruger is unspoilt bush-
veld. I live here and can tell 
you that this is a fallacy. 
The area has been farmed 
extensively, and the veld 
bears the scars – with large 
tracts of invasive shrub 
species such as sickle bush 
Dichrostachys cinerea and 
no sign of palatable grass 
or large trees. 
  We also have massive 
mining opera� ons nearby 
(including on the Kruger 
Na� onal Park border) and 
even a railway line running 
through the Greater Kruger 
delivering mica and other 
minerals to insa� able in-
terna� onal markets. Brief 
scru� ny of the area on 
Google Earth reveals mas-
sive currently used irriga-
� on fi elds at several places 
on or near the Greater Kru-
ger border. I men� on this 
to add a touch of reality to 
some percep� ons.
  One thing I am sure of is 
that this citrus farm will go 
ahead. What remains to be 
seen is how much fi nancial 
damage is to be suff ered by 
the warring par� es before 
the storm passes.
  On the one side is a 
wealthy, astute local farm-
er who is me� culous in 
his planning. On the other 
side are extremely wealthy, 
mostly non-resident land-
owners and a respected 
team of elephant scien� sts.
   As much as van Staden 
has outmanoeuvred his 
opponents to date, his 
journey has been made 
easier by a notoriously lax 
local government that is 
the bane of most wildlife 

landowners.  LEDET should 
hang their heads in shame 
for twiddling their thumbs 
while their missed dead-
lines wreak ha voc for all 
of us.
  There is no ques� on in 
my mind that a signifi cant 
conserva� on concern is the 
lack of employment for lo-
cal people – and Caske� ’s 
promised 60 permanent 
and 120 seasonal local 
jobs (employees need SA 
iden� ty documents and lo-
cal bank accounts) trumps 
what was on off er before. 
Perhaps things would be 
diff erent if Gioia’s applica-
� on for his farm to be in-
cluded in the Greater Kru-
ger had been successful?
   We all recognise the cri� -
cal role that both farming 
and wildlife tourism play 
in SA and that where they 
meet/compete, we have 
to be pragma� c in fi nding 
ways to solve problems 
and work together. 
  Perhaps once the � me and 
money have been spent on 
legal proceedings, all par-
� es should sit down and 
agree on a mi� ga� on strat-
egy for the inevitable con-
sequences of this intensive 
citrus farm on the Greater 
Kruger’s border. Perhaps 
the conserva� onists should 
also work out how this hap-
pened on their watch and 
make sure it does not hap-
pen again.

  This ar� cle is published 
with permission and was 
fi rst published in Africa 
Geographic www.africa-
geographic.com 
All pictures are the copy-
right of Simon Epsley

Pump station on the Klaserie River                                                                                                                 Earthern dam on the farm                               Photo’s Simon Epsley
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MISSING NUMBERS SOLUTION

3 − 4 − 15 × 1 − 13 -29

−  +  −  ×  −  

25 − 11 − 6 + 23 − 21 10

+  −  +  +  −  

14 − 5 + 24 ÷ 8 × 18 63

−  −  ÷  +  +  

9 − 22 + 12 − 20 + 17 -4

−  −  +  −  +  

2 × 16 − 7 + 19 − 10 34

-19  -28  18  32  1

Caring for Kari 

Youth poets show survival spirit ... enter the next round
Charmain Pieterse  

  During Youth Month the 
AVBOB Poetry Project an-
nounced a mini-compe� -
� on on social media, invit-
ing South Africans poets, 
aged 18 and younger, to 
refl ect on their experience 
of surviving the pandemic. 
Here we announce the win-
ning poets and profi le their 
inspiring poetry.
  Although none of the cur-
rent winners come from 
Hoedspruit, there will be 
a chance for local poets to 
compete in the next round 
that begins in August 2021.        
  Three immensely talented 
youth poets demonstrated 
resilience and imagina� on 
in their entries to the AV-
BOB Poetry Youth Month 
mini-compe� � on. Their cre-
a� ve responses address the 
devasta� on faced by this 
genera� on of high school 
learners tackling matric 
studies in isola� on and the 
issue of mental health.
  A swathe of terrifi c entries 
arrived from writers 18 years 
and younger in response to 
COVID-19. Notably, all three 

winners matriculated in 
2020. Kiara Naidoo, Alister 
Hichens and Athikshay Ma-
haraj won prizes of R1000, 
R700 and R300 respec� vely. 
All revealed their wistful 
wishes, words of wisdom, 
and aching worries in ten-
der and touching poems.
  Our overall winner, Kiara 
Naidoo, is a talented word-
smith who matriculated 
at Saheti in Johannesburg 
last year. She also entered 
the AVBOB Poetry Com-
petition in 2020 and her 
poem ‘Pioneer’ appears in 
the AVBOB Poetry Library.
 Her poem ‘Rising Thes-
pians’ is a worthy first-
place winner in the Youth 
Month mini-competition. 
She used the sophisticated 
form of the villanelle that 
challenges experienced 
poets. Her language and 
concept engage the read-
er from the first line, set-
ting the stage powerfully 
in theatrical fashion for a 
tragicomic portrayal of the 
pandemic. 
Kiara moved to Stellen-
bosch this year to study a 
BSc in Molecular Biology 

and Biotechnology. ‘Rising 
Thespians’ spotlights the 
strains on mental health 
in the youth. “This is eas-
ily concealed… the victims 
are phenomenal actors 
and it’s easy to assume 
that a loved one is coping 
when, in reality, they’re 
overwhelmed. The central 

symbol of the poem, the 
Sock and Buskin, speaks to 
how South Africans fash-
ion comedy from memes 
and social media posts in 
the face of tragedy.” Ki-
ara urges those struggling 
with their mental health: 
“Don’t hesitate to seek the 
help you deserve.”

Rising Thespians by Kiara Naidoo

Today we wear our Sock and Buskin

To mask in sarcasm callow distress 

With youthful pretence we can begin.

Comedic containment with memes akin  

As youth we connect; in social media we bless

Today we wear our Sock and Buskin.

With online school to make our heads spin

All that Math and Science is just a guess

With youthful pretence we shall begin. 

A mocking façade of what has been

Sanitiser, soap, and all that mess

Today we wear our Sock and Buskin 

To hide behind exaggerated grins

The lurking depression and shroud of stress

With youthful pretence we will begin.

Confi ned within the walls of West Berlin
For even in our home, there is no rest 

Today we wear our Sock and Buskin

With youthful pretence we begin. 

The AVBOB 

Youth Month 

winner 

Kiara Naidoo

Sarah McSmith

  The Caring for Kari drive in 
Hoedspruit resonates the 
community spirit and the 
spirit of Ubuntu that is so 
heartening in our special 
community. This crusade 
comes with a story that will 
resonate with many and 
that aff ects indiscriminately.
  1987 was a � me of a lot 

more dust and a lot less cars 
and shops. Kari was work-
ing at the original  Ngala 
Game Lodge manning the 
curio shop, recep� on and 
front of house. With a sal-
ary of around R550 per 
month, any shopping trip 
was a huge and exci� ng un-
dertaking. At the � me Joe 
commuted between the big 
smoke and the bush. They 
soon got married and the 
bush easily won the toss 
and they moved to Tsh-
kudu Game Lodge. Their 
sons Brent and Daniel were 

Southern Cross Scholars 
and the family have become 
very familiar to many of us. 
As they say …. and that was 
that! They jointly managed 
share blocks for many years 
and Kari was lucky enough 
to enjoy her other love, that 
of a seamstress with Kath-
erine Parker Interiors. You 
may have also seen her in 
Pick n Pay where she joined 
the team for a while be-
fore returning to the lodge         
industry.
  Kari Pearson is a child of 
Africa; the African dust is 
in her veins and her heart 
beats its rhythm and al-
ways has. She is happiest 
when outdoors. A natural 
green fi ngers, gardening 
is            another deep love of 
hers, and she is known for 
her bright, joyful gardens 
welcoming in friends, bees, 
birds and bugs.
  Kari Pearson was se� ling 
down into a new job at a 
local game lodge. She had 
boldly enrolled months ear-

lier to up skill herself on an 
advanced course in Preto-
ria. Her life was fi lled with 
the things she loved, the 
bush, her family and her 
new job. Sadly her life was 
sha� ered in the fi rst week 
of July when she was diag-
nosed with stage four gall-
bladder cancer.
  The support from the com-
munity has simply been 
overwhelming! It is best 
said in a short write up we 
did when we found this 
thought – a provoking poem 
by Maurene Medway, post-
ed by her lovely mum, Angie 
Rowles;
  “I was born in a land where 
the skies are so blue; Afri-
can sunsets, fl amed bright 
golden hue; Communi� es 
were strong, we cared, we 
shared; Problems rallied us, 
loads together we bared”
  As a people we share our 
abundance and our strife 
and in the true sense of 
ubuntu, “I am because you 
are”. The kindness, support, 

love and messages  - the 
ubuntu of our community, 
ensures that Kari remains 
surrounded by gardens and 
trees, and birds and bugs, 
and love and care.
  As part of the Caring for 
Kari drive we would like to 
present some raffl  es. Par-
� cipate and stand a chance 
to win one or more of the 
fabulous prizes on off er. All 
prizes have been donated 
by “angel givers” and the 
raffl  es will be launched 
soon – so please keep your 
eyes peeled.
  There will be three raffl  es 
of diff ering � cket prices 
that will be accompanied 
by prizes kindly donated by 
Areotel, Bushwillow Creek 
Ranch and/or Nyala Safari 
Lodge; African Dream, God-
ding & Godding and Queen 
of Africa, Switsongo Bed 
n Breakfast, Lisa Erasmus, 
Hoedspruit Coff ee Purvey-
ors, Ecologic, PTC Hoed-
spruit  and/or Hoedspruit 
Optometrists; the Bushpub 

& Inn and the Outback Pub 
and Grill, Campfi re Prop-
er� es, Stoned Olive Café, 
Charisma� c Cakes, Appelb-
laar Kamegelo Nursery and 
a surprise donated by the 
local community. The more 
� ckets you take the more 
prizes you can win!
   Kari and her family 
would like to say thank you 
to     everyone, individuals 
and companies alike, for          
absolutely everything. The 
outpouring of support, and 
the generosity shown by 
the community is unfath-
omable. To all the people 
and companies dona� ng 
towards the raffl  es, to all 
who have donated directly 
to the Back-A-Buddy cam-
paign and the direct bank 
account – Kari and her fam-
ily are truly humbled and 
eternally grateful. It gives 
them strength to face this 
tes� ng � me, which would 
not have been possible 
without all your love and 
support! 

Kari



COMMUNITY NEWS 30 July 2021    Kruger2Canyon          11

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

Advertise in Kruger2Canyon to get a 

FREE listing on our Business Directory

BUSINESS / SHOPS / SERVICES 

  

Agri Box        082 888 0520

Bureu de Change       015 793 1368

FGASA                                          078 979 6486

Fruitful Living        015 793 3703

Hoedspruit Blinds & Shutters       079 601 7801

Kruger2Canyon News       078 979 6486

Niche Cleaning Service       083 233 9852

Proforum Accountants            015 590 6761

Ruggedwear                                  013 755 4627

SPAR Hoedspruit       015 793 2305

Tops @ SPAR        015 793 2069

Valencia Fabrics / Nelspruit       013 752 7005

Vehicle License Department       015 793 0838

CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL

BUCO        015 793 0560

Build It        015 793 0116

Coastal Hire        015 793 0971

Drain Surgeon        015 793 1484

Elektro  Surgeon                           015 793 1485

Wildlife Thatch              015 793 0792

Tuskers Construction            084 420 4171                               

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

Drakensig Laerskool       015 793 3756

Drakensig Pre-primer       015 793 2401

Hoedspruit Christian School       015 793 2067

Lowveld Academy       015 793 3750

Mariepskop Laerskool        079 529 6071

Mariepskop Pre-primer       082 880 7069

Perspective Training College       082 787 4471

Southern Cross Schools       015 793 0590

EMERGENCY – HELP LINES  

  

After Hours Emergency Doctors   084 770 1741

Air Force Base Hoedspruit       015 799 2911

Africa Safe -T                                010 590 6313

Ambulance AFB       015 799 2065

Alcholics Narcotics Anonymous    082 258 4602

Ambulance Airforce Base              015 799 2065

Ambulance Services Limpopo       015 793 1581

Ambulance Tintswalo       101 77

Ambulance Services Swift            060 528 2784

Farm watch/ Plaaswag       072 310 0032

Fire Brigade AFB       015 799 2172

Fire Brigade Maruleng       015 793 0536

Fire Dpt Hoedspruit                       015 793 0728

GKEPF Greater Kruger Enviro

Protection Foundation                   065 743 2224

Hoedspruit Clinic                           015 793 2342

Hoedspruit Medical Rescue          072 170 0864

Hoedspruit Paws       078 431 3161

Hospital AFB Drakensig       015 799 2065

Hospital Nelspruit Mediclinic         013 759 0645

Hospital Tintswalo       013 795 5000

Hospital Sekororo Gvt-The Oaks  015 383 9400

Hospital Tzaneen Mediclinic         015 305 8536

Maruleng Municipality       015 793 2409

Medical Rescue                             072 170 0864

Med Centre Emergency No       084 770 1743

Protrack        015 793 2585

SAPS Station Commander           082 565 8253

SAPS General                              101 111

SAPS                                            015 799 4000

SPCA Phalaborwa                        071 519 7044

Victim Support Unit                       082 940 0651

MEDICAL & VETERINARY SERVICES

Counselling Ronelle Joubert       082 787 4471

DR Van Eeden (Dentist)       015 793 1876

DR Werner Muller (Dentist)       015 793 1894

Hlokomela        072 698 6538

Hoedspruit Clinic       015 793 2342

Hoeds Wildlife Est Pharmacy       015 793 1427

J Coetzee (Clinical Psychologist)  015 781 0012

Marlie Landman (Eye Clinic)       082 803 0369

Med Centre (Dentists)       015 793 0845

ProVet Veterinary Hospital       015 793 0797

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY

Century 21        015 793 1534

Fine & Country       083 377 6622

Pam Golding        015 793 2712

TOURISM & THINGS TO DO

Eastgate Airport       015 793 3681

Hoedspruit-info       078 979 6486

Hds Endangered Species Centre 015 793 1633

Jabulani Elephant Interaction       015 793 1265

K2C Biosphere Region                  015 817 1838

Sky-Way Trails        013 737 8374

VEHICLES. SPARES & REPAIRS

Laeveld Trekkers        087 806 5616

Supa Quick        015 793 0176

HDS Number Plates       082 807 4757

Professional Accountants (SA) Et Tax and Business Advisors 

Professionele Rekenmeesters (SA) Et Belasting en Besigheidsadviseurs

Tel: +27 15 590 6761 | email: hoedspruit@proforumacc.co.za

Mark Bishop 
Marie Helm 

  The DA Councillor of the 
Mopani District Municipal-
ity, Cllr Marie Helm, has 
kindly outlined the mas-
sive problems being experi-
enced by the local commu-
ni� es adjacent to the R40, 
R530 and other local roads 
in the area.

  The problems have again 
raised their ugly heads be-
cause of the increased traf-
fi c of large trucks carrying 
magne� te from Phalaborwa 
to various loca� ons, with 
li� le or no considera� on to 
the environment, the local 
infrastructure and the peo-
ple within the confi nes of 
these arterial routes.
  This is not a new problem 
as every � me the price of 
magne� te increases, the 
mines up the produc� on 
and the truck traffi  c increas-
es to levels that are quite 
frankly not sustainable for 
the challenged infrastruc-
ture – more specifi cally the 
roads. This problem oc-
curred in 2013, 2019 and 
now again in 2021.
  In an a� empt to address 

this problem a group of con-
cern business owners and 
residents met on the 22nd 
June 2021. Issues that were 
raised regarding the R530, 
included the following: af-
ter offl  oading the magne-
� te, truck drivers dumped 
the residue magne� te re-
maining in the trucks at 
laybys along the route back 
to Phalaborwa with the 
resultant impact issues at-
tached. The road network 
was clearly not constructed 
with the view of handling 
the truck traffi  c in terms of 
its volume nor of its weight 
and the resultant impact on 
the infrastructure, is huge 
potholes developing on the 
truck routes – a danger to 
everyone. The disregard of 
good driving conduct was 
also an issue, and this took 
the form of “truck trains” 
(where trucks travel dan-
gerously close behind each 
other with no chance of 
any motorist overtaking one 
truck at a � me) and a com-
plete disregard of the rules 
of the road. Truck drivers 
are o� en seen overtaking 
on blind rises and on solid 
white lines with scant re-
gard to the safety of others. 

  The noise factor was an-
other issue brought up 
– residents in Letaba and 
Leopard Rock estates have 
complained of relentless 
hoo� ng, loud music and 
reverse gear ‘beeping’, all 
clearly audible from some 
distance.
  Around Sameys (on the 
R40) trucks o� en block the 
entrance gates to the farms, 

o� en causing bad visibility 
for residents exi� ng their 
proper� es, not to men� on 
the dust problem. Again the 
lack of obeying the rules of 
the road is an ongoing prob-
lem endangering all motor-
ists. At the illegal stops such 
as Sameys and Hoedspruit, 
residents complain about 
drivers defeca� ng on the 
shoulder of the road even 

though there are toilet fa-
cili� es, and condoms and 
other rubbish dumped 
uncaringly wherever the 
trucks stop.
  “Various solu� ons were 
proposed the fi rst of which 
were legal truck stops to 
cater for the needs of the 
drivers without compro-
mising the communi� es, 
reviving this in Phalaborwa 
and looking at the possibili-
� es of the same in Klaserie 
and around Acornhoek”.
  The second proposal was 
to encourage Traffi  c Offi  cers 
to enforce the Law on all 
counts including roadside 
behavior and driving of-
fences. The third proposal 
was to request a weigh-
bridge and a monthly report 
from SANRAL. The fourth 
proposal was to patrol and 
control the trucks and driv-
ers, as has been done in the 
past as well as daily clean-
ing at illegal stops. The fi � h 
proposal was to look at a 
permanent solu� on in get-
� ng the mines to purchase 
their own trains and lease 
the rail usage from Trans-
net. The last proposal was 
to educate truck drivers and 
to ensure proper induc� on 
of them.
  The group also felt 
very strongly, that it was             

impera� ve that the mine 
conduct an environmental 
impact assessment (EIA) 
looking at the impact of the 
trucks on the road infra-
structure and the surround-
ing communi� es. There is 
an unacceptable imbalance 
of profi teering by the mines 
whilst the communi� es   
suff er.
  The group agreed to join 
the “R40 Concern Group” 
to form a consolidated front 
that will team up with other 
concerned groups along the 
R40 route in Acornhoek, 
Bushbuckridge and White 
River as well as along the 
R530 in Lydenburg and 
through to Middelburg.
  

  A mee� ng was held with 
representa� ves of PMC on 
27th July 2021, and feed-
back was promised by Fri-
day 30th July 2021. The 
problems however s� ll per-
sist un� l such � me as these 
serious issues are addressed 
and resolved. 
  Anyone wishing to join, 
contact or contribute to 
this group should get in 
touch with Cllr Marie Helm 
on 082 683 2835 or on 
mariehelm@hotmail.com
  
  Kruger2Canyon News-
will do all it can to help 
this cause in normalizing 
our road usage and bring a 
sense of law and order to 
our roads in our treasured 
biosphere and beyond.

Tricky Truck Trouble … Time to take ac� on 

Evidence of damaged 

trucks on the roads                                       

Photo supplied

One of the trucks on a rest stop                                            Photo by MDP
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59 Leaders collaborate on conserva� on at the SAWC
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Aswell Glasson  

  What happens when you 
take 59 leaders from eight 
African countries, repre-
sen� ng dozens of conser-
va� on organisa� ons, and 
guide them on a collab-
ora� ve, intergenera� onal 
learning journey? You 
gain incredible insights 
into trends and issues at 
a cri� cal � me for the con-
serva� on sector, suggests 
Elsbeth Dixon, from leader-
ship development organ-
isa� on, Common Purpose. 
 
  For the last two years, Dix-
on has been working with 
Southern African Wildlife 
College and the Environ-
mental Sustainability Agen-
cy (ESA) on a Conserva� on 
Leadership Programme run 
through the College’s Afri-
can Intergenera� onal Lead-
ership Hub (AIGLH), with 
the support of the Mava 
Founda� on and Peace 
Parks. Par� cipants come 
from eSwa� ni, Kenya, Mala-
wi, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, South Africa, and 
Zambia.
  ‘’Despite dealing with the 
reali� es of Covid-related 
conserva� on impacts, on-
going wildlife crime, and in-
creasing demands on scarce 
natural resources, the men 
and women working in con-
serva� on show up for peo-
ple and the planet, day af-
ter day. As the programme 
nears comple� on, it has 
been a privilege to be part 
of a process to recognise 
and grow their leadership 
skills and now, share some 
of their collec� ve learning,’’ 
said ESA’s Clive Poultney.
  Here are seven take-away 
lessons from leaders in-
volved in managing some 
of Africa’s most signifi cant 
conserva� on landscapes. 
 Meaningful collabora-
� on with communi� es is         
cri� cal.
 Conserva� on leaders know 
that ‘going it alone’ is not 
an acceptable or eff ec� ve 
strategy, but they wrestle 
with how to work with com-
muni� es most eff ec� vely in 
the areas they operate in. 
Despite this, when mee� ng 
with engaged community 

members, the conversa-
� ons and opportuni� es for 
mutual insights are enor-
mous. 
 Conserva� on must learn 
from other sectors.
 Conserva� on can be a 
very inward-facing commu-
nity that will benefi t from 
broadening its horizons 
and involving mul� ple and 
broad stakeholders in con-
serva� on ac� vi� es. Learn-
ing from people who are 
outside the conserva� on 
space can help conserva-
� onists become more eff ec-
� ve. This includes connect-
ing more eff ec� vely with 
indigenous knowledge.
 You cannot achieve conser-
va� on outcomes without 
addressing climate change.
 Conserva� on thinking 
needs big picture thinking, 
and you cannot work in con-
serva� on without also look-
ing at the context in which 
conserva� onists’ prac� ce. 
Climate change is a major 
driver of many challenges 
facing conserva� on leaders, 
who need to recognise how 
their local eff orts connect 
to the bigger global picture, 
and that climate change is 
not a stand-alone issue, but 
rather a background condi-
� on for all their work.
  Educa� on can help future-

proof conserva� on.
 Connec� ng with the edu-
ca� on sector and engag-
ing with young children in 
a structured and sustained 
way can provide powerful 
future impacts to the con-
serva� on sector.  It does 
this by ins� lling a real love 
and apprecia� on for the 
value of healthy ecosystems 
in their lives and providing 
a focus for future career as-
pira� ons, resul� ng in a new 
genera� on of leaders ready 
to tackle the big conserva-
� on issues. 
 Embracing technology 
makes conserva� on more 
successful.
 Technology and the pos-
sibility of harnessing tech-
nology through apps, bet-
ter data management, and 
various other pla� orms and 
opportuni� es, is changing 
how conserva� on is prac-
� sed. Some technologies 
already allow for incredible 
impact at scale, and the 
sector needs to keep up, 
whether it relates to using 
technology to connect with 
stakeholders, gather data, 
improve law enforcement, 
or learn more about their 
environment. 
  The wisdom derived from 
intergenera� onal learning 
is more than the sum of its 

parts.
  A profound lesson from the 
programme that brought 
young and more senior 
leaders together, is that 
youth and experience can 
be immensely powerful 
when mixed. Young lead-
ers can benefi t from deep 
seams of knowledge gath-
ered over decades, while 
senior leaders can – and 
are open to - learning from 
younger people. However, 
there is a need to create 
pla� orms where young con-
serva� onists can fi nd and 
share their voices.
  Closer � es between con-
serva� on organisa� ons 
benefi t everyone.
  The programme has bro-
ken down  the distance be-
tween conserva� on organ-
isa� ons by bringing leaders 
from around Africa togeth-
er. This prompted a realisa-
� on that conserva� on in-
s� tu� ons across Africa are 
not eff ec� vely connected. 
If you can lessen the dis-
tance between them, there 
are powerful opportuni� es 

for support, sharing and 
impact at scale. 
 Furthermore, crea� ng in-
terpersonal links between 
leaders from diff erent or-
ganisa� ons and countries is 
powerfully encouraging for 
individuals working in o� en 
diffi  cult and even danger-
ous situa� ons. This is some-
thing that the Southern Af-
rican Wildlife College has 
experienced when bring-
ing people from across Af-
rica together in a learning 
environment, which then 
becomes a mel� ng pot for 
ideas, across its natural re-
source management pro-
grammes.
 
  To fi nd out more about the 
course, visit www.wildlife-
college.org.za/sawc-hubs/
african-intergenerational-
leadership-hub. 
  The leadership pro-
gramme is run in parallel 
to a community leadership 
programme, so look out for 
lessons for conserva� on 
from communi� es being 
published soon. 

The Southern African 

Wildlife College campus 

located on the Orpen Road

                 Photo’s supplied


