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“Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it.”

Abbeville City Council had a special meeting Friday evening to meet a request for a 
discussion of high utility bills. The City Council chambers were crowded with people. (Staff 
photo by Henry E. Green)

‘Fresh set of eyes’
Special Abbeville City Council 
meeting probes high utility bills

By Henry E. Green
A special Abbeville City 

Council meeting was held 
Friday evening to look at 
high utility bills in the city of 
Abbeville.
The City Council chamber 

was crowded with people  
concerned about their high 
utility bills and what a num-
ber of them described as a 
spike in their rates recently.
Carolyn DeVeaux Bryant of 

Abbeville spoke during the 
meeting’s public comment 
period, voicing the concern 
over high utility bills, noting 
that to her knowledge they 
have ranged from $400 a 
month to $1,500 a month 
and in between. The steep 
increases have come pe-
riodically over the past 
several years.
“We just want to know a 

reason,” she said.
She indicated that she had 

done considerable research 
on the matter.
City director of public 

utilities Tim Hall told the 
group Friday that a variety 
of factors can contribute 
to increases in utility bills, 
including concerns with 
insulation, thermostats, and 
space heaters.

The City office of public 
utilities can perform an en-
ergy audit on a home, he 
said. ”We can send you a 
summary of our findings,” 
he said.
In addition, a number of or-

ganizations, such as United 
Christian Ministries of Ab-
beville County, GLEAMNS,  
Salvation Army, and SC 
Stay Plus, can provide as-
sistance with utility bills, he 
went on to say.
In addition, this past Janu-

ary was an especially cold 
one, with 22 days of that 
month featuring tempera-
tures below freezing.
Residential customers who 

pay before the 10th of the 
month get a four percent 
discount, and senior citizens 
used to get a discount, but 
that is not offered anymore. 
Those using it when it was 
discontinued were “grand-
fathered in.”
Bryant said that she had 

spoken with a number 
of people in other neigh-
borhoods in the city--on 
Pinckney, North Main and 
Church--and they did not re-
port any significant increase 
in their bills.
“These are predominantly 

white neighborhoods,” she 
said, wondering how it is that 
communities of color are 
being hit by these high bills. 
“We need some fresh eyes 

on what what’s going on in 
the city,” she said.
Abbeville Mayor Trey Ed-

wards said that the problem 
of high utility rates is “across 
the board” and “not black 
and white.”
Council member Louise 

Aikens suggested that per-
haps Council could form a 
committee, and  she encour-
aged people in  the audience 
to come to the City  Council 
meetings. 
“We do have a place for 

public comment,” she said.
City Council meetings, 

Edwards said, are held on 
the second Wednesday of 
the month.
“You’re welcome to come 

to every City Council meet-
ing,” said Council member 
Faye Thomas.
Bryant, contacted Monday, 

said that she still did not feel 
that she had received a valid 
reason for the increases.
“The people are still not 

satisfied,” she said. “And 
they are pursuing other 
actions.”

The Downtown Abbeville Merchants Association had its annual St. Patrick’s Day Beer 
Walk on Saturday, March 19. Among those enjoying the Walk were (from left) Tim Tim-
mons, Susan Mundy and Amy Southard. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Commission applies 
for feasibility grant

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville County has a 

water and sewer utilities 
commission that includes 
water and sewer providers 
serving the county.
It includes Abbeville City 

Manager Blake Stone, 
and, appointed by County 
Council, Dale Wilson, David 
Garner, and  Drew Simp-
son, and Jane Hannah, 
representing the  Abbeville 
County Economic Develop-
ment  Partnership.
Kelly Driver  from Calhoun 

Falls, Lewis Saxon from 
Due West, Mark Warner 
from McCormick County, 
Matt Cox, from Donalds 
Due West Water and Sewer 

Authority, and Terrico Hol-
land from Calhoun Falls, 
Mike Clary from the City 
of Abbeville, and Patrick 
Jackson, from Starr Iva 
Water and Sewer District, 
and Tim Hall from the City 
of Abbeville are also on the 
commission.
The purpose of the com-

mission is “to enhance, 
support, and contribute to 
the water and wastewater 
utilities of Abbeville County, 
“said Hannah.
Formed in 2020, the com-

mission typically meets 
quarterly, said Hannah. The 
commission represents Ab-
beville County as a whole, 
and presents a format 

where “everybody can work 
together improve water and 
wastewater services for the 
county,” Hannah said.

“We’re applying for a water 
and wastewater feasibility 
planning grant from South 
Carolina  Rural Infrastruc-
ture Authority,” Hannah 
continued. “We’re applying 
for a $100,000 grant.” 

The commission hopes  to 
hear middle in May whether 
the application is accepted. 
If the application is accept-
ed, an engineer would come 
in and conduct a feasibility 
study for  county-wide water 
and sewer service, she said.

Man flown to hospital

Police probe shooting
at area apartments

Abbeville Police are inves-
tigating the shooting of a 
man Friday morning at the 
Haigler Street apartments 
in Abbeville.
Police officers responded 

about 8 a.m. Friday  to an 
apartments at 600 Haigler 
Street, said Dwane Balchin, 

an investigator with the Ab-
beville Police Department.

“Upon arrival, officers 
found a male who had suf-
fered a gunshot wound to 
the leg, and the wounded 
man was flown by helicopter 
to a nearby medical facility,”  

he said.
The wounded man at press 

time was in stable condition 
at the medical facility.

No arrests had been made 
as of press time, but the 
incident is still under inves-
tigation, Balchin continued.

Calendar dominates
By Henry E. Green

The Abbeville County 
School District Board of 
Trustees met Tuesday, 
and the school calendar 
for 2022-2023  dominated 
discussion.
The board approved 

amendments to the calen-
dar, including a recognition 
of Nov. 8 as Election Day 
and a school holiday. In 
addition, July 29 will be a 
professional development 
day for teachers, as op-
posed to a holiday for them.
Voting against the amend-

ed calendar were trustees 
Adam Rich, David Brooks 
and Keith Dunn.
This was the final vote 

in a flurry of votes on the 
calendar. The board agreed 
unanimously to a motion 
by David Brooks to label 
the calendar a year-round 
modified school calendar
However, a motion to 

rescind the calendar, a 
motion made by trustee 
Tim Rhodes, failed, 5-4. 
Voting in favor of rescinding 
the calendar were Rhodes, 
Brooks, Dunn and Rich.
The 2022-23 calendar  was 

also the focus of a lengthy 
discussion about the Feb. 
22 meeting, where a trustee 
mistakenly raised her hand 
for one calendar proposal 
for 2022-23, when she 
meant to vote for Calendar 
B, a modified calendar for 
2022-23.
The trustee, Glynda 

Bryson, did clarify at the 
time  which proposal she 
had intended to support.
The board, at the sugges-

tion of their attorney, used a 
number of  poll votes Tues-
day night, polling trustees 
instead of looking to the 
raising of hands.

The “modified school cal-
endar” which the District 
has adopted has an earlier 
starting date for the school  
year--the first week in Au-
gust instead of later in that 
month, as past calendars 
have provided.
There has been opposition 

in some quarters of the com-
munity from people who fear 
it interferes with summer 
vacation plans.
Others are in favor be-

cause it provides what they 
see as needed additional 
“break” days for students 
and teachers.
In other matters:
Adam Cann, a financial 

accountant with the District 
finance department, told the 
board that there is in the 
General Assembly a new 
proposal for school funding.
The state is increasing 

funding for Abbeville County 
School District by $220, 
746 under the proposal, 
but with mandates for the 
“step”  increase for teachers, 
and  one percent increase 
in retirement costs, and 
18.1 percent increase in the 
employer’s portion of health 
insurance, the District would 
be about $644,000 in the 
red.
However, the proposal is 

not finalized, and it has yet 
to pass the Senate.
“As soon as we get more 

information we’ll have a bud-
get workshop,” said board 
chairman Brad Evans.
The trustees honored a 

variety of students and 
teachers during the Gold 
Star Highlights section of 
the meeting.
Those recognized includ-

ed Dixie High School band 
members who had achieved 
All State status, as well as 

Abbeville High School stu-
dents who had displayed 
outstanding achievement 
in FBLA competition.
Recognized as well was 

Abbeville High School wres-
tler Addison Nickles, who 
won the state championship 
in his classification, and the 
District’s school lunchroom 
managers, who had each 
received an A in a recent 
DHEC inspection.
In addition, Cherokee Trail 

Elementary teacher Jenni-
fer Hines was honored by 
the District for her being 
a finalist for an award for 
excellence in teaching math 
and science.
Wright Middle teacher Re-

nee McCaslan was similar 
honored for having been 
awarded a teaching-related 
grant.
(More information about 

Gold Star Highlights will be 
in future issues of The Press 
and Banner.)
The recognition drew good 

comments from the trust-
ees. Typical were those 
of David Brooks and Joe 
Bryson.
“We had a wide range (of 

honorees),” said Brooks. 
“Great job,” said Bryson.
The trustees started the 

meeting at 5:30 p.m. by 
going into executive session 
shortly after the meeting 
was called to order. 
They returned to open 

session about  6 p.m., but 
following the Gold Star 
Highlights, at about 6:17 
p.m. they went back into 
executive session, where 
they stayed approximately 
half an hour. 
The board also voted to 

accept the administration’s 
recommendations on per-
sonnel.



INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE 
OF ABBEVILLE COUNTY

*current debt millage is about 32 mills

ProPosed renovation Plan for abbeville 60 school district • UPcoming referendUm

$43,800,000 $55,700,000
69.5 Mills In Addition to Current Payment 83.5 In Addition to Current Payment

$500K - Maintenance $500K - Maintenance

Current Additional Total Day Week Month Current Additional Total Day Week Month

Owner Occupied 4%

50,000 $64.00 $75.00 $139.00 $0.21 $1.44 $6.25 $64.00 $103.00 $167.00 $0.28 $1.98 $8.58

100,000 $128.00 $150.00 $278.00 $0.41 $2.88 $12.50 $128.00 $206.00 $334.00 $0.56 $3.96 $17.17

150,000 $192.00 $225.00 $417.00 $0.62 $4.33 $18.75 $192.00 $309.00 $501.00 $0.85 $5.94 $25.75

200,000 $256.00 $300.00 $556.00 $0.82 $5.77 $25.00 $256.00 $412.00 $668.00 $1.13 $7.92 $34.33

Non-Owner Occupied 6%

50,000 $96.00 $112.50 $208.50 $0.31 $2.16 $9.38 $96.00 $154.50 $250.50 $0.42 $2.97 $12.88

100,000 $192.00 $225.00 $417.00 $0.62 $4.33 $18.75 $192.00 $309.00 $751.50 $0.85 $5.94 $25.75

150,000 $288.00 $337.50 $625.50 $0.92 $6.49 $28.13 $288.00 $463.50 $901.00 $1.27 $8.91 $38.63

200,000 $384.00 $450.00 $834.00 $1.23 $8.65 $37.50 $384.00 $618.00 $1,002.00 $1.69 $11.88 $51.50

Commercial Personal 10.5%

50,000 $168.00 $196.88 $364.88 $0.54 $3.79 $16.41 $168.00 $270.38 $438.38 $0.74 $5.20 $22.53

100,000 $336.00 $393.75 $729.75 $1.08 $7.57 $32.81 $336.00 $540.75 $876.75 $1.48 $10.40 $45.06

150,000 $504.00 $590.63 $1,094.63 $1.62 $11.36 $49.22 $504.00 $811.13 $1,315.13 $2.22 $15.60 $67.59

200,000 $672.00 $787.50 $1,459.50 $2.16 $15.14 $65.63 $672.00 $1,081.50 $1,753.50 $2.96 $20.80 $90.13

Vehicle 6%

10,000 $19.20 $22.50 $41.70 $0.06 $0.43 $1.88 $19.20 $30.90 $50.10 $0.08 $0.59 $2.58

20,000 $38.40 $45.00 $83.40 $0.12 $0.87 $3.75 $38.40 $61.80 $100.20 $0.17 $1.19 $5.15

30,000 $57.60 $67.50 $125.10 $0.18 $1.30 $5.63 $57.60 $92.70 $150.30 $0.25 $1.78 $7.73

40,000 $76.80 $90.00 $166.80 $0.25 $1.73 $7.50 $76.80 $123.60 $200.40 $0.34 $2.38 $10.30

Abbeville County Historical Society president Andrew Hartsfield recently talked about 
the Society’s plans for a walking tour of some of Abbeville’s historic buildings. Here he is 
holding up a tour map. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Historical Society 
planning walking tour

By Henry E. Green
Call it an opportunity to get 

some good exercise and  to 
learn about the city of  Ab-
beville’s historic  places as 
well--all with a 21st  century 
twist.
 The Abbeville County 

Historical Society is almost 
ready to start its walking 
tour, said Historical Society 
president Andrew Hartsfield  
Wednesday.
 The walking tour has 60 

stops, with Stop Number 
One being the Abbeville 
Opera House.
The Abbeville County 

Courthouse is the second 
stop, and Court Square is 
Number Three.
The tour takes the partici-

pant down some familiar Ab-
beville streets--Washington, 
Chestnut, Henry M. Turner, 
Magazine, South Main, Trin-
ity Street, North Main, Ellis 
Avenue, Greenville Street, 
West Pinckney and Church 
streets.

The stops range from 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
to the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church to 
various distinguished old 
houses such as the Burt 
Stark House.
“We should be ready to 

launch by April 1,” Hartsfield 
said.
Forty signs are already 

in place, and 20 more are 
scheduled to be put up 
within a week.
Walking tour maps will 

be  available at the Great-
er Abbeville Chamber of 
Commerce, the Abbeville 
Opera House/City Hall, the 
Belmont Inn, Burt Stark 
Mansion, Abbeville County 
Museum, and McGowan 
Barksdale Bundy House.
The tour seems tailor-made 

for the 21st century.
“Every sign has its own 

QR code,” Hartsfield said. 
A tour walker needs to scan 
the QR code with his phone, 
and that scanning will pull up 

on his phone  the history of 
the tour stop. 
“It’s really neat,” Hartsfield 

said.
The walking tour project 

was not cheap--the total 
cost, including the devel-
opment of the map, the 
printing, the signs, and the 
software--came to about 
$6,000 for the Historical 
Society.
“The map took a lot of time 

to design and develop,” he 
went on to say.
Eighteen inches by 22 

inches, each map shows 
the city of Abbeville--and it 
is all free.
“It’s to scale and in color,” 

he said of the map.
“There’s no charge for 

any of this,” he said. ”You 
just pick up your map and 
take off.”

Other communitiesin var-
ious areas of the country 
have similar walking tours, 
he said.

Beautiful and bad
Ban on Bradford pear sales slated

By Henry E. Green
Say it isn’t so.
South Carolina is slated 

to bar sales of the Bradford 
pear tree, and the ban is 
slated to go into effect on 
October 1, 2024, according 
to published reports.
The ban does not stop peo-

ple from owning the trees 
but it does stop the sale of 
them, the reports state.
The ban is because Brad-

ford pears are on the inva-
sive plants list.
They “invades places that 

you don’t want them to 
grow,” Mary Alice Hall, pres-
ident of the Garden Club 
Council of Abbeville, said.
“Some people don’t like the 

smell of them, although their 
white flowers are beautiful,” 
she added.
If there is considerable 

wind, the branches tend to 
break off easily.
“A lot of things that are 

beautiful to us are not good  
for us or the environment,” 
she said.
According to Clemson 

News, “Bradford pear trees 
directly contribute to one 
of the worst invasive plant 
species in the Southeast-
-the callery pear. When 
Bradford pears are polli-
nated by another flowering 
pear cultivar or species, wild 
callery pears are the result. 
These get spread across 

the landscape after birds 
eat the fruits. Their thorns 
have been known to shred 
tractor tires.”
According to Hall, the Gar-

den Club Council is planning 
to have a flower show on 
May 13-14,  during the Ab-
beville Spring Festival, and 
one of the purposes of the 
flower show is to educate 
the public about the beauty 
and benefits of horticulture, 
and to enlighten people 
about the dangers to the en-
vironment of certain plants, 
Hall said.
“It’s a two-way education,” 

she said. “You have to weigh 
the two and make your 
decision.”

a Word from   
“THE WORD”

jkeithfbca@gmail.com

Rev. Dr. John Keith 

Wait
Psalm 130:5 “I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope. 

(6) My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, 
yes more than those who watch for the morning.”

Recent research for the 
app “Talk To” discovered 
that the average American 
“spends 20 minutes on 
hold every week, which 
translates to about 43 
days over the course of 
a lifetime.” While on hold, 
it seems like a lifetime. 
Being on hold with the 
Lord seems like a lifetime 
as well. Psalm 130:5-6 
reveals the the Psalmist 
knew what it was like 
being on hold where the 
Lord is concerned. Twice 
in these two verses the 
Psalmist mentions waiting 
on the Lord. The Psalmist 
is waiting, but not without 
hope. His hope is based 
on the Word of God. 
As we wait on the Lord, 

we can trust in His word 
because God always hon-
ors His word. With that in 
mind, I would like to share 
three thoughts.
First of all, we need to 

wait for the Lord to act. I 
have often regretted hasty 
decisions but I have never 
regretted waiting on the 

Lord to act. The Lord has 
a timetable that is often 
different than ours, but 
His timetable is always 
correct while ours is of-
ten incorrect. The Lord is 
never late.  He is always 
right on time. I have heard 
that the Lord’s trains often 
run close, but they never 
miss connection—I have 
found that to be true in my 
own life. When the time is 
right, the Lord will act and 
not a minute too soon or 
a minute too late. 
Second, as we wait we 

can rest in the hope of 
God’s Word. The Psalmist 
said that he was hoping 
in the Word of God as he 
waited. In Hebrews 7:25, 
the Word of God tells us 
that the Lord ever lives to 
make intercession for us. 
Hebrews 13:5 reminds us 
that God will never leave 
or forsake us. While we 
are waiting on the Lord to 
act on our behalf, we can 
rest with assurance that 
the Lord Jesus is not only 
interceding for us but also 

that He will never forsake 
us or leave us in our time 
of need. Those words from 
His Word give is peace as 
we wait. 

Third, as we wait on the 
Lord, we can realize that 
help is on the way. Just like 
the daylight always comes 
after the dark, God’s help 
always comes to our aid 
in our darkest hour. The 
nighttime is when our 
fears look the worst. At 
night, our sickness is 
always more sinister, but 
when the daylight comes 
everything seems so 
much better. We need to 
remember that day always 
follows night, and just as 
sure as the sun will come 
up every morning, the 
Lord will act when the time 
is right. We can trust God 
with the future because of 
His past track record. 

If you are waiting on the 
Lord, don’t lose hope, 
don’t give up. There is light 
at the end of the tunnel.

Submitted by 
Ann Davis 

“The Greater Abbeville 
Humane Society’s purpose 
is to promote the good care 
and safety of the animals 
of Abbeville County. So we 
are happy to support the 
Abbeville County Animal 
Services in offering low cost 
microchipping of your pets 
to enable lost or stolen ani-
mals to be returned to their 
owners.” Said Ann Davis, 
President of the Abbeville 
Humane Society.
If you care about your 

pet possibly getting lost 
or stolen then you should 
consider having your dog or 
cat microchipped. If your pet 
goes missing your chances 
of having it returned are 
much greater if they have 
a microchip. When a stray 

animal is found one of the 
very first things staff at vet-
erinary hospitals and animal 
shelters do is scan for a 
microchip, which shows 
the unique identification 
number and the registry 
with the associated contact 
information for the owner.
The Abbeville County An-

imal Shelter is offering to 
microchip your dog or cat 
for only $15. To make an 
appointment to have your 
pet microchipped call or text 
Jessica Bridges, Shelter 
Director at 864-712-1543. 
The process only takes just 

a few minutes and is virtually 
painless for the pet. A micro-
chip is a tiny device, about 
the size of a grain of rice 
that is implanted between 
the shoulder blades. So take 
advantage of this low cost 
service that the Abbeville 

Animal Shelter Providing Low 
Cost Microchipping for Pets

County Animal Shelter is 
offering to the pet owners 
of our county.
“Thankfully, in our area we 

do not have many horren-
dous disasters like major 
flooding, earthquakes and 
very severe tornadoes but 
during such events many 
pets get separated from 
their families. Having a mi-
crochip has enabled many 
of these pets to be reunited 
with their families during 
these very difficult times.” 
Stated Davis.

The bottom line is that 
microchips help provide 
peace of mind in case a 
beloved pet goes missing.

Please get your animal 
microchipped for this very 
low cost of $15 by calling 
864-712-1543.

Honea Path

Dogs attack
area woman

The Abbeville County 
Sheriff’s Office recently 
responded to an incident in 
Honea Path where a wom-
an was allegedly mauled 
by three dogs, according 
to a Sheriff’s Office press 
release.
On March 21, around 10:30 

am, Abbeville County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies were 
dispatched to a residence 
on Ball Road in Honea Path, 
within Abbeville County, in 
reference to a vicious dog 
attack, the Sheriff’s Office 
reported.
Upon arrival, Deputies 

made contact with the 
female victim, who was 
seriously injured on her 
upper body. 

Emergency responders 
arrived and immediately be-
gan giving treatment to the 
victim, who was ultimately 
airlifted to a medical facility. 
According to witness 

statements, three dogs 
were seen mauling the fe-
male victim. A witness was 
able to  scare the dogs away 
from the victim to prevent 
further injury, the Sheriff’s 
Office continued. 
Animal Control took pos-

session of the dogs, and 
an investigation of the in-
cident is ongoing with the 
Abbeville County Sheriff’s 
Office in conjunction with 
Abbeville County Animal 
Control, according to the 
press release.
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Abbeville County School District Superintendent Dr. Mason Gary spoke to Abbeville 
Rotarians Thursday about the upcoming referendum on May 17. He posed following the 
meeting for a picture with club president Matthew Johnson (right). (Staff photo by Henry 
E. Green)

Freeman to be 
honorary chairman

By Henry E. Green
Ruth Freeman of Abbeville 

will be the honorary chair-
man of this year’s Abbeville 
Spring Festival, said Austin 
Walker, Community Devel-
opment Director with the 
City of Abbeville, Thursday. 
Freeman was  the Festival 

director from 2000 to 2010, 
and then also in 2013 and 
2014.
Julye Harris had been 

directing the festival on be-
half of the Abbeville Spring 
Festival committee, and 
then the festival was turned 
over to the City of Abbev-
ille in 2000, and then City 
Manager David Krumwiede 
asked Freeman to be the 
Festival director, according 
to Walker.
“She’s going to be the face 

of the Festival,” Walker 
said. “She’s going to be our 
Ambassador for the 40th 
celebration.”

Freeman worked for the 
U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce before coming to 
Abbeville.
“For her it’s a huge honor 

for her to be part of the 
Festival again,” Walker said. 
“We’re just really grateful 
that she said ‘yes.’”
“I’m just really thrilled,” said 

Freeman. “The Spring Festi-
val was always in my heart, 
and I’ve never forgotten it.”
She feels truly honored that 

she has been asked to be 
honorary chairman for this 
year’s festival.
While she was not born in 

Abbeville, she has called 
Abbeville home for more 
than three years.
“We moved down here 

from Washington, D.C., in 
1989,” she said.
Originally from Pennsylva-

nia, she worked in Wash-
ington, D.C., and then in 
San Francisco, and then 

Washington again.
Freeman worked for the 

U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce about 12 years, “and 
then moved south,” and she 
reflected humorously that 
she “exchanged the snow 
for the heat.”
After moving to Abbeville, 

she learned of an opening 
at the Greater Abbeville 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and she served as executive 
director of the Chamber for 
several years in the early 
1990s.
It was a post which helped 

her understand and appre-
ciate Abbeville, its history 
and its people.

She enjoyed directing the 
Festival. “It was a lot of hard 
work,” she recalled. 

“It was hard work but it was 
worth it,”  to see the joy on 
the faces of Festival-goers.

Ruth Freeman of Abbeville 
will be the honorary chair-
man of this year’s Abbeville 
Spring Festival. (Staff photo 
by Henry E. Green)

A Tuesday in May
Superintendent Dr. Mason Gary talks 
to Rotarians about referendum

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville County School 

District Superintendent 
Dr. Mason Gary spoke to 
Abbeville Rotarians Thurs-
day about the upcoming 
referendum on May 17, 
a referendum in which 
Abbeville County voters 
will decide whether to fund 
improvements at Abbeville 
and Dixie high schools, and 
the Abbeville County Career 
Center.
Gary is finishing up his 

second year as District 
Superintendent, and he  
reflected  that soon after he 
came to Abbeville he toured 
the schools, taking note of 
the facilities needs.
Those needs found their 

way to a capital needs list, 
and all of the schools in the 
District have undergone 
improvement work of some 
kind.
Some needs have been 

earmarked as ones to be 
addressed through a ref-
erendum.
These big-ticket items 

will be found on the May 
17 referendum, a referen-
dum which will include two 
questions.
With the first question, the 

District will be looking for 
permission to borrow money 
to fund new academic wings 
at Abbeville and Dixie, to 
replace aging facilities, and 
new cafeterias, and to fund 
construction at the Abbeville 
County Career Center.
The price tag would be 

$43,800,000.
With the second question, 

the District will be looking for 
funding to build new gyms 
and locker rooms at Dixie 
and Abbeville, and to build 
tracks at the high schools.
The price tag would be 

$11,900,000.
This second, “athletic” 

question can be considered 
if and only if Question 1 is 
approved.
Gary emphasized to Ro-

tarians that, contrary to 
some reports on Facebook,  
there are no plans to build 
a consolidated high school.

“That is NOT on the table,” 
he said.
The Superintendent was 

asked whether, if the ref-
erendum failed on May 17, 
the District would have the 
same referendum  on the 
ballot in the general election 
in November.
He replied that he person-

ally would like to see that, 
but it ultimately would be 
a  board decision to make.
Gary warned that the 

state does inspect school 
buildings, and he would not 
want it to come to a point in 
which the state orders the 
School District to construct 
new facilities.
If the referendum is ap-

proved, voters would be 
paying for the improve-
ments for 25 years.
School board chairman 

Brad Evans passed out at 
the meeting copies of a chart 
showing how the tax levy, if 
the referendum is approved, 
would affect motor vehicles, 
houses, commercial proper-
ty and rental property.

City, SCDOT plan 
work on East Pickens

By Henry E. Green
The  City of Abbeville and 

South Carolina Department 
of Transportation intend to 
make improvements on 
East Pickens Street, replac-
ing sidewalks and installing 
lighting.
The City of Abbeville and 

the South Carolina De-
partment of Transportation 
are proposing to replace 
aging sidewalks and install 
lighting  along East Pick-
ens Street in downtown 
Abbeville.
“The purpose of the project 

is to provide ADA-compli-
ant sidewalks, pedestrian 
lighting, and beautification 

improvements through this 
area of downtown Abbev-
ille,” according to literature 
sent out by SCDOT.
Public comment regarding 

the project will be accepted 
through the project website 
until May 1, 2022.
“We expect it to start later 

this year or in early 2023 
and  to take a few months 
once construction begins, 
“ said Mike Clary, Deputy 
Administrative Officer with 
the City of Abbeville.
“This project is being 

largely funded by a De-
partment of Transportation 
TAP Grant that the City 
received back in 2018 with 

Hospitality funds covering 
the remaining costs. DOT 
is the project manager, so 
the project has had to follow 
their process, which is why it 
is just now nearing the start 
of construction.
The project is “part of 

the City’s plan to make 
the downtown area more 
walkable by connecting 
ADA compliant sidewalks 
and lighting to the parking 
lot on E. Pickens and to 
Poplar Street.

This project will also pro-
vide for some beautification 
work on E. Pickens as well,” 
said Clary.
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ABBEVILLE PURE HOLINESS CHURCH
325 Hwy 71 Abbeville • 366-5426
APPOINTED TIME
306-B E Greenwood St Abbeville • 366-3787
FRIENDSHIP WORSHIP CENTER
233 Carwellyn Rd Abbeville • 366-4970
GRACE CHAPEL
704 Haigler St Abbeville • 366-5807
GREATER FAITH CHURCH
807 Greenville St Abbeville • 366-9227
IN GOD’S HANDS MINISTRIES
3563 Hwy 20 Due West • 379-2181
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE OF PRAYER
407 Branch St Abbeville • 459-8397
LIGHT HOUSE MINISTRIES
257 Carwellyn Rd Abbeville • 366-6339
MIDWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
1218 Hwy 284 Abbeville • 446-2736
MISSIONARY MOVEMENT CHURCH
1900 Cedar Springs S Abbeville • 446-8925
MOTHER ZION F B H CHURCH
16 M C Mattie Ln Abbeville • 446-8165
PINE GROVE CHURCH
100 Mount Vernon Church Rd Iva • 348-7848
ROCKFORD CHURCH INC
190 Oak Grove Rd Abbeville • 366-0246
ST. PAUL CHURCH OF GOD HOLINESS
412 Secession Ave. Abbeville • 459-5135
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
308 Haigler Abbeville • 459-9422
AME
BROWN-OH-AME CHURCH
2150 Hwy 81 N Calhoun Falls • 348-2516
CYPRESS CHAPEL AME CHURCH
140 Cypress Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2271
FLAT ROCK AME CHURCH
1136 Flat Rock Rd Abbeville • 446-3358
GLOVER AME CHURCH
16 Glover Church Rd Calhoun Falls • 391-2948
GRACE CHAPEL AME CHURCH
704 Haigler St Abbeville • 459-5807
JACOB CHAPEL AME CHURCH
252 Jacobs Chapel Rd Abbeville • 446-7518
LONG CANE AME CHURCH
8 Long Cane AME Rd Abbeville • 366-9043
MT LEBANON AME CHURCH
150 Mount Lebanon Rd Donalds • 379-8286
MT OLIVE AME CHURCH
216 E Main St Donalds • 379-8470
MULBERRY AME CHURCH
2758 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-3018
ROCKY RIVER AME CHURCH
245 Rocky River AME Church Rd Iva • 348-7014
ST JAMES AME CHURCH
203 Henry M Turner St Abbeville • 366-3118
ST PAUL AME CHURCH
1365 St Paul Ch Rd Calhoun Falls • 391-2772
ST PETERS AME CHURCH
118 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-3488
SHADY GROVE AME CHURCH
700 Watts Rd Abbeville • 446-2318
AME ZION
MOUNT ZION AME CHURCH
845 Gilgal Church Rd Donalds • 379-8004

BAPTIST
BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH
108–110 SC-71 Abbeville • 330-8494
CAMPFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
130 Campfield Church Rd Abbeville • 446-3394
DUE WEST BAPTIST CHURCH
218 S Main St Due West • 379-8110
FAIRFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
401 Fairfield Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2060
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
111 Ellis Ave Abbeville • 366-2597
LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST CHURCH
2916 Hwy 72 E Abbeville • 229-3377
LOWNDESVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
464 Main St Lowndesville • 348-2194
MISSION BAPTIST CHURCH
4448 Hwy 201 Leveland • 933-5812
MT CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2550 Old Hodges Rd Abbeville • 446-3516
MT OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
30 Mt Olive Church Rd Ext Abbeville • 459-2827
MT PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH
503 Washington St Abbeville • 459-5829
NORTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
201 Marion St Calhoun Falls • 418-8392
ROCKY RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
3266 Lake Secession Rd Iva • 348-6581
ST MARY’S BAPTIST CHURCH
1011 Bethlehem Church Rd Due West • 379-2769
SPRINGFIELD BAPTIST CHURCH
817 Hwy 81 N Calhoun Falls • 418-8332
SOUTH SIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
505 W Greenwood St Abbeville • 366-4061
CATHOLIC
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH
102 E Pinckney St Abbeville • 366-5150
CHRISTIAN
UNITED CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
101 Center Rd Abbeville • 366-6525
CHURCH OF CHRIST
ABBEVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST
405 Grey Rock Est Abbeville • 446-3000
CHURCH OF CHRIST
1361 Old Douglas Mill Rd Abbeville • 446-7903
HAIGLER STREET CHURCH OF CHRIST
284 Taylor Town Rd Abbeville • 366-4931
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST LIFE 
CENTER
1300 Haigler St Ext Abbeville • 366-9422
ABBEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
300 Whitehall St Abbeville • 366-9134
DONALDS CHURCH OF GOD
335 W Main St Donalds • 379-2671
MT OLIVE CHURCH OF GOD
307 Lee St Calhoun Falls • 418-8656
ST PAUL CHURCH OF GOD 
715 Secession Av Abbeville • 366-5136
COMMUNITY
FAITH OUTREACH COMMUNITY
1007 Cambridge St Abbeville • 366-0114
EPISCOPAL
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
103 Bowie St Abbeville • 366-5186
GREEK ORTHODOX
GREEK ORTHODOX PARACLETOS

790 Gin House Rd Abbeville • 348-7535
HOLINESS
CONGREGATIONAL HOLINESS
921 S Main St Abbeville • 366-4323
INTERDENOMINATIONAL
SHILOH CATHEDRAL MINISTRIES
37 Union Church Rd Abbeville • 366-4300
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH’S
283 Hwy 71 Abbeville • 366-5399
MENNONITE
BETHEL MENNONITE CHAPEL 
2319 Hwy 184 Due West • 379-9796
COLD SPRINGS MENNONITE 
168 Cold Springs Church Rd Abbeville • 446-3892
SHILOH MENNONITE CHURCH
2604 Hwy 184 W Due West • 379-3218
WHISPERING PINES MENNONITE
7085 Hwy 20 Honea Path • 379-8404
METHODIST
SMYRNA METHODIST CHURCH
439 Main St Lowndesville • 348-7662
METHODIST - CME
MT CLEMENT CME CHURCH
103 Martins Mill Rd Abbeville • 446-3253
METHODIST - UNITED
BELLS UNITED METHODIST
2540 Flat Rock Rd Abbeville • 446-2751
GRACE UNITED METHODIST
145 Grace Dr Abbeville • 366-4166
MAIN ST UNITED METHODIST
300 N Main St Abbeville • 366-2367
SHARON UNITED METHODIST
246 Sharon Church Rd Abbeville • 446-2812
SHILOH UNITED METHODIST
198 Hwy 184 W Abbeville • 348-6002
PENTECOSTAL
CALHOUN FALLS PENTECOSTAL
1001 Savannah St Calhoun Falls • 447-8924
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
ABBEVILLE PENTECOSTAL
109 Barnett St Abbeville • 366-2810
LOWNDESVILLE PENTECOSTAL
215 Depot St Lowndesville • 348-2598
PRESBYTERIAN
ABBEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
301 N Main St Abbeville • 366-2677
DUE WEST ARP CHURCH
112 N Main St Due West • 379-8159
GREENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
205 Greenville Church Rd Donalds • 456-2724
GREENVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
6158 Hwy 184 E Donalds • 379-2544
LEBANON PRESBYTERIAN
698 Mount Carmel Rd Abbeville • 446-2247
LITTLE MT PRESBYTERIAN
3836 Hwy 28 N Abbeville • 446-2677
NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1484 Hwy 28 Bypass Abbeville • 366-5684
UPPER LONG CANE PRESBYTERIAN
184 Hwy 20 Abbeville • 366-4350
WARRENTON PRESBYTERIAN
191 Watts Rd Abbeville • 446-8656

This Directory is sponsored by these
Businesses who encourage all of us to attend 

worship services at the church of your choice!

Visit the Church of Your Choice this Week!

Diamonds
Gemstones
Watches
Clocks

Gold
Platinum

Silver

Since 1912
H.H. Turner Jewelers

Custom Jewelry & Repair

310 Main Street
Greenwood, SC 29646
Telephone: (864) 223-5920
www.hhturnersc.com

We Pay More for Your 
Gold and Silver!
Trade-in or Sell

Tel: (864) 366-5091
& (864) 366-8533

Fax: (864) 366-9872

SONNY’S
AUTO PARTS

804 W. GREENWOOD ST.
ABBEVILLE, SC 29620

Office: (864) 366-9663 • Fax: 366-9664

SMITH’S
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

Ask About
Termidor® Treatments

TERMITE and MOISTURE CONTROL
Termites • Roaches • Ants • Spiders • Fleas • Mice

Real Estate Inspection Letter (CL 100)
Fully Licensed and Insured • Free Inspections

20 Years Experienced Service

Banner Printing
107 W. Pickens, Abbeville, SC
Office (864) 366-5461
Fax (864) 366-5463
pb@bannercorp.net

Printing you
need

fast and
guaranteed.

716 Hwy 28 ByPass, Abbeville, SC 29620
864-366-5954  864-366-4825 Fax

Bob Whiteside
Adam Perdue

Abbeville Nursing Home
Caring for Our Community

(864) 366-5122

“And they said to one another, ‘Did not our heart 
burn within us while He talked with us on the 
road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?’”

Luke 24:32 (NKJV)

Carolyn Amanda Photography
P h o t o g r a P h e r  i n  a b b e v i l l e ,  SC

For inquiries and bookings, call or text (912) 306-5233

If you received a book in the mail 
(“The Great Controversy”) and are 
interested in Sabbath worship, you 
are welcome to worship Saturdays 
at 11:00 a.m. Come to 114 Overlook 
Dr., Hwy 254, Greenwood, SC 29649.  

GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA

DIGESTIVE DISEASE 
GROUP PA

Quality Care At A Fraction Of The Cost!
Our facility is the only licensed and accredited
GI out patient facility in the Lakelands Area.

• W.J. GILCHRIST, MD
• M.S.Z. BACHINSKI, MD
• B.T. GREEN, MD
• M.A. MASON, MD
• R. SADURSKI, MD
• C.A. TURNER, PA-C
• C.V. CRAWFORD, NP-C

864-227-3636   864-227-3838

Board Certified Gastroenterologists

A new playground for Busy Bees preschool was dedicated Wednesday at Abbeville Pres-
byterian Church in memory of the late Eleanor Carmichael. Lucia Bishop (standing, at 
right) read a prepared statement on behalf of the Eleanor J. Carmichael family, noting that 
the playground now has equipment that is safe and age-appropriate. (Staff photo by Henry 
E. Green)

A new playground for Busy Bees preschool was dedicated Wednesday at Abbeville 
Presbyterian Church in memory of the late Eleanor Carmichael. Here are some of the Busy 
Bees singing durin the dedication program. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Feel the buzz
Eleanor J. Carmichael playground 
dedicated for Busy Bees preschool

By Henry E. Green
A new playground for Busy 

Bees preschool was dedi-
cated Wednesday at Abbev-
ille Presbyterian Church in 
memory of the late Eleanor 
Carmichael.
On a day when the rains 

came down in abundance, 
the dedication program was 
held in the sanctuary of the 
church, and that program 
featured testimonials to the 
success of the preschool, 
and to the generosity of the 
community and especially 
the Eleanor J. Carmichael   
family.
The program also included 

performances by Busy Bees 
children, under the direction 
of Stan Colbert.
To the delight of the happy 

parents seated among the 
pews of the sanctuary, the 
children sang “This is the Day 
That the Lord Has Made.”
There were testimonials 

from Busy Bees parents 
Matthew Trainor and Anne 
Marie Hempy. Trainor en-
tertained the children with 
a magic trick--making a red 
handkerchief disappear. 

“It’s just such a blessing 
to have a program like this 
in Abbeville,” he told the 
audience.
Hempy was similarly enthu-

siastic. “Look what God has 
done,” she told the audience.
Lucia Bishop read a pre-

pared statement on behalf 
of the Eleanor J. Carmichael 
family, noting that the play-
ground now has equipment 
that is safe and age-appro-
priate.
Rev. Jim Rowell provided 

a welcome and prayer, and 
providing an introduction and 
special thanks to the donors 
was Mandy Brown, executive 
director of Busy Bees.
The Busy Bees children and 

the congregation sang  “Joy-
ful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” 
and the youngsters provided 
the benediction.
Busy Bees, which opened 

in the fall of 2017, has an 
enrollment of  60 students, 
ages one to four, said Brown 
following the dedication pro-
gram. “It’s a ministry of Ab-
beville Presbyterian Church,” 
Brown said.
 To create the new play-

ground, located behind the 
church, Busy Bees replaced 
the old equipment with com-
pletely new equipment, she 
went on to say. 
“We removed three trees 

and replaced the fencing,” 
she added.
The family of Eleanor and 

Duncan Carmichael donated 
funds toward the renovation 
of the playground,  according 
to Brown. “Another major 
donor was Dunn and Shirley,” 
she said. “They donated all 
the funds for the fencing, and 
part of the funds for Phase 
II of the playground, which 
features a shade canopy.”
“Phase II has been ordered 

and installation will begin at 
the end of April.”
The old equipment was 

ready to be replaced, accord-
ing to Brown. “It was very old 
and it did have some safety 
concerns,” she said.
Busy Bees also had a brick 

fundraiser, whereby people 
could sponsor bricks, which 
were then placed under the 
sign designating the Elea-
nor J. Carmichael Memorial 
Playground.

Pump pain
Soaring price of gas has Abbeville 
County residents none too pleased

By Henry E. Green
Don Campbell of Abbeville 

may have said it best.
“When it takes a hundred 

dollars to fill up a car or a 
truck, we’re in bad shape,”  
he said.
The price of gasoline 

reached four dollars a gallon 
here in Abbeville County, 
and the bad part is that 
there does not seem to be 
any end in sight.
Where will it all end?
We don’t know, but we do 

know that the soaring price 
of gasoline is affecting life in 
Abbeville County the way it 
is in other parts of the United 
States.
That includes Abbeville 

County government.
“Unfortunately, we can’t 

simply change operations 
due to the price of gas,” said 

Abbeville County Director 
David Garner. “Naturally 
it is costing us more, but 
it’s an expense we have to 
absorb no matter. We will 
have to make adjustments 
in the budget for next year to 
account for the increase and 
look to decrease spending 
in other areas.”
The soaring price of fuel is 

affecting mostly the Sheriff’s 
Office and EMS, Garner 
said. 
“They do the majority of 

driving on a daily basis and 
have the largest fleet. (The 
Abbeville County Depart-
ment of) Public Works is 
also affected significantly,” 
he continued. 
Dr. Skip Hopkins, Abbeville 

County School District Di-
rector of Student Services, 
was asked about the effect 

of the rising fuel costs on 
school bus transportation.
“The State Department 

of Education funds fuel for 
student bus transportation,” 
he said. 
“We (the School District) 

have a busy spring calendar 
and will have to purchase 
fuel for our activity buses, 
but we are thankful for the 
great participation in extra-
curricular activities we have 
at each high school.” 

Court Square merchant 
Phyllis Davis, of Abbeville 
Vintage Market, provided 
an exclamation point for the 
feelings of many.

“It’s outrageous,” she said. 
“We have to start making 
short trips--and make them 
count.”
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BUNDLE aND $aVE!
Your House - Your Car
Nationwide insures both and you

save on both. Ask us about Multi-lining

Richard W. Wilson Agency - 864-366-4706
wilsonri47@gmail.com

• Homeowners Insurance • Auto Insurance • Health & Life Insurance

We’ve been serving Abbeville
for over 40 years as your

original Nationwide Agent.

Put a Lifetime of
Experience on Your Side!

SCOTT WHITERICHARD W. WILSON

South Carolina Regional South Carolina Regional 
Housing Authority No. 1Housing Authority No. 1

460 Church Street
Post Office Box 326

Laurens, South Carolina 29360

NOW AVAILABLE FOR RENTNOW AVAILABLE FOR RENT

SC Regional Housing Authority No. 1 has unfurnished 
apartments availableavailable in Calhoun Falls, Edgefield, John-
ston, McCormick, and Trenton. The rental fee includes: 
Water & Sewer, Natural Gas Heat & Hot Water. Appli-
ances included (range & refrigerator). Rent based on 
income; small pets allowed with deposit. Please con-
tact the Manager by phone to schedule an appointment 
803-637-1913 
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SCRHA is an equal housing organization and prohibits dis-
crimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
national origin or familial status.
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Performing arts board 
has fundraiser

By Henry E. Green
The Abbeville Community 

Performing Arts board held 
a silent auction fund-raiser 
at the Abbeville Opera 
House Thursday evening.
Guests gathered on the 

Opera House stage, en-
joyed light refreshments, 
mingled, and participated 
in the silent auction.
Performing Arts board 

members Jodi Miller and 
Shelley Reid spoke briefly 
about the board and the 
upcoming productions it is 
planning.
Those upcoming produc-

tions will include “Catfish 
Moon”, which will be direct-
ed by Bess Park and which 
will be held on April 8-10, 
and April 15-16.
A Youth Production Camp 

will be held June 5-10, and 
“All I Really Need to Know 
I Learned in Kindergarten” 
will be held later this year, 

with auditions slated for 
June 14-15.
The Opera House has 

undergone a number of 
improvements, including 
the updating of the sound 
system and the lighting, 
Miller told the crowd.
“This is an amazing build-

ing,” she said.
The board is working to 

bring community theater 
back to the Opera House, 
she continued.
She also noted Thursday 

night that the board   raises 
its own funds.
“We are self-sufficient,” 

Miller said.
According to the City of 

Abbeville’s Website, City 
Council approved on Feb. 
9, 2021, the formation of the 
board of the Abbeville Com-
munity Performing Arts.
The board is committed to 

the “return of live theater to 
the Opera House as part of 

a new diversified lineup of 
entertainment.”
“The ACPA will be tasked 

with facilitating theatri-
cal performances at the 
Opera House as well as 
other community oriented 
events in tandem with the 
professional acts brought 
in by the City’s Community 
Development Department,” 
according to the City Web-
site. “In a broader context, 
the ACPA will act as another 
engine for the economic 
and cultural development 
of Abbeville.”

Seven members of the 
board are appointed by City 
Council, and the other four 
include a designated Abbev-
ille City Council member, 
the Abbeville City Manager, 
a representative of Erskine 
College, and a representa-
tive of the Abbeville County 
School District.

The Abbeville Community Performing Arts board held a silent auction fundraiser at the 
Abbeville Opera House Thursday evening. Those in attendance mingled on the Opera 
House stage. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

The Abbeville Community Performing Arts board held a silent auction fundraiser at the 
Abbeville Opera House Thursday evening. Here is Jimmy Wilson checking out the bids for 
the silent auction. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Historical Society 
gets many artifacts

By Henry E. Green
The Abbeville County 

Historical Society has re-
ceived a number of artifacts 
recently.
Rough House owner Dar-

row Kay has donated one 
of the 1930s pool tables 
to the Historical Society 
along with a number of 
other artifacts, according to 
Abbeville County Historical 
Society president Andrew 
Hartsfield..
In February, the City of 

Abbeville donated four 
lamp posts and globes to 
the Historical Society. The 
items had been stored in 
the City Barn for a number 
of years.
“We had asked for them 

last summer as the city 
had no plans for them,” 

Hartsfield said.
The Society does have 

plans for them. ”We are go-
ing to install the two square 
base iron lamps on the front 
lawn of the McGowan house 
and convert them back to 
gas lamps,” Hartsfield said.
The other two round base 

lamps are being placed in 
the oval garden located 
in front of the McPhail log 
cabin, he went on to say. 
“These two lamps will re-

main electric,” he said.
Hartsfield said that the iron 

square base lamps stood in 
front of the Abbeville Fire 
Department for many years 
and  the round lamps stood 
in front of the Opera House.
In addition, Abbeville na-

tive Ed Poliakoff has given 
the Society over the past 

year “a portfolio of informa-
tion on his Poliakoff relatives 
and ancestors including 
numerous photos with nar-
ratives,” Hartsfield said.
He has also given many ar-

tifacts from the old Poliakoff 
department store that oper-
ated on Abbeville’s Court 
Square for many years.
Among the items are a 

glass case for shirt collars, 
old mercantile signs, a de-
vice for lowering hat boxes 
from high shelves, an old oil 
lamp, an “early” calculator 
and check printer, and a 
device to measure feet for 
shoes.

A display of these items is 
expected to be set up in the 
coming  months, Hartsfield 
continued.

Historic log cabins 
getting makeover

By Henry E. Green
Two of Abbeville’s historic 

log cabins are slated for 
repairs, according to the 
Abbeville County Historical 
Society president Andrew 
Hartsfield.
The McPhail Log Cabin, 

built around 1815,  is set to 
get a new roof installed by 
the early summer of 2022, 
he wrote in the recent So-
ciety newsletter.
“The grounds around this  

cabin have been com-
pletely cleaned up and all 
overgrown brush has been 
removed, “ said Hartsfield.
Meanwhile, the Creswell 

Cabin nearby has been 
completely disassembled 

by a local Mennonite crew  
“that has vast experience in 
wood structures.
“They removed every log 

and numbered them as they 
were taken down along 
with taking extensive pho-
tographs,” said Hartsfield.
The cabin is lying off the 

ground on supports in 
staged areas around the 
existing site.
“Many of the logs were 

deteriorated beyond re-
pair and will need to be 
replaced,” Hartsfield said. 
“We have a local lumber mill 
that is going to mill all the 
replacement logs; all of the 
replacement logs are being 
donated to this project. 

“The foundation will be 
built from the bricks of the 
old Glenn City Plumbing 
building that was located on 
W. Pickens Street and torn 
down two years ago after 
being condemned by the 
City of Abbeville. We were 
able to salvage most  of the 
bricks from that building and 
we are excited we can reuse 
them for the foundation of 
the cabin.”
Both cabins are located 

near the Abbeville County 
Museum in Abbeville.
The Creswell Log Cabin 

dates from 1837, and the 
Glenn City Plumbing build-
ing from 1893, Hartsfield 
said.

Calhoun 
retiring 
from 
Council

By Henry E. Green
Abbeville County Council 

member John Calhoun is 
retiring from Council.
He has opted not to run for 

reelection to County Coun-
cil District Two, a seat which 
he has held since 1989.
He noted Monday that he 

simply felt it was the right 
time to leave Council.
A resident of Calhoun 

Falls, Calhoun worked for 
UPS from 1988 to 2020, 
when he retired.
He graduated from Cal-

houn Falls High School in 
1975, and went on to attend 
Lander, where he graduat-
ed in 1980 with a degree in 
accounting.
He has been married a little 

over a year to the former 
Janie Brown of Greenwood.
County Counci l  has 

changed considerably since 
he moved on board back 
in 1989.
“Now we have computers,” 

he said. In addition, Council  
back in 1989 met at the Ab-
beville County Courthouse-
-now Council meets at the 
Abbeville County Adminis-
trative Complex.

He said he and three oth-
ers--Oscar Klugh, Claude 
Thomas and Ray Gun-
nells--voted in favor of 
renovating the old hospital 
building to make it the Com-
plex about 10 years ago.

A former member of Oper-
ation Impact, he is a mem-
ber of Springfield Baptist 
Church in Calhoun Falls.
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Get your FREE Information Kit

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on track. Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for inexpensive dental 
insurance. Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-877-846-2948

Dental50Plus.com/abbevl

Tracy Blair Littleton
3-24-1961 — 9-12-2021

My Dear Tracy,
   Today is your birthday and your spirit is alive in my heart. Life is so hard 
without you — my heart aches. You loved your family and gave so much 
of yourself. I miss picking up the phone to talk with you to get some ex-
pertise on different subjects. Only God knows how we, family and friends, 
miss you. I treasure the precious pictures and memories and answering the 
phone to hear “Mama.”
   I will hold it all in my heart until God takes me and I get to see your hand-
some face again. 

I Love You My Son,
Mama

3/23;1tp

Hundreds of people descended on the Blue Hole recreation area in Calhoun Falls recent-
ly for an event hosted by the Wolf Pack motorcycle club. These people were among those 
arriving. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Hundreds of people descended on the Blue Hole recreation area in Calhoun Falls recent-
ly for an event hosted by the Wolf Pack motorcycle club, and vendors were among those 
in attendance. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)

Submitted by 
Mark Hyatt

Innovative robotic tech-
nology allows surgeons 
to personalize total knee 
and total hip replacement 
procedures to each patient 
in Greenwood, SC and the 
Lakelands region.
 Self Regional Healthcare 

is the first hospital in Lake-
lands region to offer Mako 
SmartRobotics™. This ad-
vancement in joint replace-
ment surgery transforms the 
way total knee, partial knee 
and total hip replacements 
are performed, by helping 
surgeons know more and 
cut less.
Mako SmartRobotics™ 

combines three key com-
ponents, 3D CT-based 
planning, AccuStop™ hap-
tic technology and insightful 
data analytics, into one 
platform that has shown 
better outcomes for total 
knee, total hip and partial 
knee patients. 
“With Mako SmartRo-

botics™, we know more 
about our patients than ever 
before, and are able to cut 
less. For some patients, this 
can mean less soft tissue 
damage; for others, greater 
bone preservation,” said Dr. 
John Cathcart of Self Re-

gional Healthcare. “Mako’s 
3D CT allows our surgeons 
to create a personalized 
plan based on each patient’s 
unique anatomy before en-
tering the operating room. 
During surgery, we can 
validate that plan and make 
any necessary adjustments 
while guiding the robotic 
arm to execute that plan. 
It’s exciting to be able to 
offer this transformative 
technology across the joint 
replacement service line to 
perform total knee and total 
hip replacements.” 
Total knee replacements 

in the United States are 
expected to increase 189% 
by 2030, yet studies have 
shown that approximately 
20% of patients are dissat-
isfied after conventional sur-
gery. Mako Total Knee com-
bines Stryker’s advanced 
robotic technology with its 
clinically successful Tri-
athlon Total Knee System, 
which enables surgeons to 
have a more predictable 
surgical experience with 
increased precision and 
accuracy. In clinical studies, 
Mako Total Knee demon-
strated the potential for 
patients to experience less 
pain, less need for opiate 
analgesics, less need for 
inpatient physical therapy, 

Self Regional Healthcare now offering 
highly advanced Robotic-Arm  Assisted 
Joint Replacement with Stryker’s Mako 
SmartRobotics™ System

reduction in length of hospi-
tal stay, improved knee flex-
ion and greater soft tissue 
protection in comparison to 
manual techniques. 
By 2030, total hip replace-

ments in the United States 
are projected to grow 171%. 
Mako SmartRobotics™ 
for Total Hip is a treat-
ment option for adults who 
suffer from degenerative 
joint disease of the hip. 
During surgery, the surgeon 
guides the robotic arm 
during bone preparation 
to prepare the hip socket 
and position the implant 
according to the predeter-
mined surgical plan. In a 
controlled matched-paired 
study to measure acetabu-
lar bone resection, results 
suggested greater bone 
preservation for Mako Total 
Hip compared to manual 
surgery.
“We are proud to be the 

first hospital to offer this 
highly advanced SmartRo-
botics™ technology in our 
area,” said Dr. Matthew 
Logan, President & CEO 
of Self Regional Health-
care. “This addition to our 
orthopedic service line 
further demonstrates our 
commitment to provide the 
community with outstand-
ing healthcare.”

‘Plunge’ raises 
money for charities

By Henry E. Green
Hundreds of people de-

scended on the Blue Hole 
recreation area in Calhoun 
Falls Saturday for an event 
hosted by the Wolf Pack 
motorcycle club, and some 
people got very wet in 
the Polar Bear Plunge for 
several charities, accord-
ing to a representative of 
the club.
Those in attendance 

stood on the shore and 
watched as those who 
had raised money for the 
plunge were taken out in a 
pontoon  to a boat  in the 
lake, where they jumped 

into the water and swam 
to the shore.
The gathering at Blue 

Hole was the first of its 
kind, according to the 
representative.
The event was held on 

a “picture perfect” day, on 
a weekend marking the 
official beginning of spring.
Several chapters of the 

Wolf Pack motorcycle club 
were in attendance.
The charities included the 

Calhoun Falls recreation 
department, Abbeville 
County animal shelter, 
Faith House in Elberton, 
GA, and  Labor of the 

Fields Outreach in An-
derson.
More than $4,000 was 

raised for these charities, 
the club representative 
said 
He estimated that more 

than 500 people were in 
attendance throughout 
the day.
In addition to the Plunge, 

the event featured live 
music, vendors, and food, 
including barbecue, “and 
fried alligator.”
“There was a vendor 

there selling fish and fried 
alligator,” the  representa-
tive said.

Candidate filing 
period continuing

By Henry E. Green
Filing continues for various 

county and state offices, 
according to Randy Curtis, 
Abbeville County voter 
registration and elections 
director.
There have been, as of 

Tuesday morning, two fil-
ings, Curtis said. 
Filing for County Council 

District Two is Christine 
Long of Calhoun Falls. Long 
has filed as a Democrat.

Filing for State House Dis-
trict 11 is incumbent Craig 
Gagnon, a Republican.
The filing period will con-

tinue until noon on Wednes-
day, March 30.
Those wishing to file as 

candidates need to come 
to the voter registration 
office on the second floor--
Room 2500-- of the Abbev-
ille County Administrative 
Complex in Abbeville, and 
fill out the proper paperwork 

and pay their filing fees.
All filing fees are by check 

or money order, Curtis  said.
The filing is for the primary 

elections slated for June 14. 

The primary winners will 
move on to the general 
election in November.

For more information, one 
may call the voter regis-
tration office at 366-6690, 
extension 53.

Diane George to 
perform at Belmont

By Henry E. Green
Diane George of Abbeville 

will share her poetry and her 
music in a special program 
at the Belmont Inn in Abbev-
ille on Saturday, March 26, 
at 7 p.m.
A native of South Africa, 

George performed at the 
Abbeville Opera House 
several years ago as part 
of a program highlighting 
local talent.
She also had some of her 

poetry showcased in an 

anthology of work by au-
thors from throughout the 
Palmetto State, and  she 
donated a copy of the book 
to the Abbeville County 
Library recently.
Diane is very much a fan 

of folk music, including the 
work of Bob Dylan, and 
she plans to sing one of his 
songs--”To Make You Feel 
My Love”--Saturday night.
Other highlights will in-

clude the Don McLean 
classic from the 1970s, 

“Vincent,” a poignant tribute 
to Vincent Van Gogh.
However, most of what 

she plans to sing will be her 
own material, touching on a 
variety of genres, from blues 
to gospel.
All  in all, it will be a look at  

the quirks and ironies and 
emotions of what we call life.
“Life isn’t perfect,” she said.

For more information, one 
may call the Belmont at 
459-9625.
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We would like to extend a heartfelt 
thanks to the community of Abbeville.

Thank you to our clients and our future customers, 
we could not have done it without you all. 

Also, bring in this ad and receive $500 off the retail price of the 
next vehicle purchase of your choice from PANTHERS AutoSource.

The Belmont Inn is one of 11 hotels recently showcased by the OYO reservations man-
agement company -- they were one of 11 showcased out of the 28,000 hotels in the OYO 
reservation management program. A video crew was at the Belmont Inn yesterday, taking 
pictures of the old hotel, and Belmont Inn owners Jim and Susan Botts Petty were inter-
viewed. The Belmont Inn was recognized in large part because of the immense success it 
has enjoyed. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green) 

Georgia Scott recently celebrated her 99th birthday, and her family helped her celebrate. 
Gathered for a photo were Kevin Outz, George (Ronnie) Scott, Nancy Outz, Jean Outz, 
2nd row (left to right): Chris Outz, Bill Scott, 3rd row, Kinsley Outz, Davon Outz. Front 
(center): Georgia Scott. (Contributed photo)

Dr. David Martin passed away recently, and he and his wife Sharon were married about 
24 years. (Contributed photo)

This and that
City of Abbeville looking for 
memorabilia for  Festival exhibit

By Henry E. Green
Some people collect any-

thing.
And some people collect 

everything.
If you’re one of those 

people, and you have 
graced the Abbeville Spring 
Festival with your presence 
in years past, the City of 
Abbeville may want to talk 
to you!
Let us explain:
Celebrating its 40th year, 

the Abbeville Spring Fes-
tival will start on Saturday 
May 7 and run through 
May 14, said Austin Walker, 
Community Development 
Director with the City of 
Abbeville.
The main weekend of the 

festival will be May 12-14.
One feature of this year’s 

festival will be a month-long 
special exhibit, to be held at 
the Chamber of Commerce 
throughout the month of 
May.
The City is looking for items 

from past festivals to put on 
display at the exhibit.
“We currently have some 

digital photos and about 15 
years’ worth of programs,”  
Walker said Thursday.
Digital photos from past 

festivals may be e-mailed 
to the following address:  
events@atabbevillecitysc.
com
Physical items may be 

brought by the Chamber or 
the City offices.

“I’m looking for things like 
old T-shirts and old Festival 
memorabilia,” she said.
“Anything that brings a 

memory--I’m going to call 
it memorabilia,” she said.
These could be house tour 

maps, for example, for the 
tours which have been part 
of the Festival at various 
times through the years.
The items may be returned 

after the exhibit is over.
“The purpose of putting 

this exhibit together is to 
celebrate the abundance 
of memories created by the 
festival through the years.

For more information, one 
may call the City at 864-
366-9673.

A lover of life
Dr. David Martin, a physician, was 
very much his own person

By Henry E. Green
Dr. David Martin liked to 

sit on the front porch of his 
large brick house on North 
Main in Abbeville  and watch 
the world go by.
He would hail a reporter 

passing by on his evening 
walk, and would welcome 
him in for a chat.
Yes, Dr. Martin, who 

passed away last week at 
the age of 90, was a man 
not only of friendliness but 
of sharp intelligence, as you 
would expect from a Yale 
graduate.
The word “icon” is tossed 

around perhaps too freely 
these days, but in the case 
of Dr. Martin, it fits perfectly.
A respected surgeon in the 

Abbeville medical commu-
nity, this man from Massa-
chusetts loved to sail, and 
in his boat, the Chasse 
Maree, he traveled to some 
beautiful locations.
He had been living in 

Abbeville about 34 years, 
having come here from 
Wabasha, Minnesota, said 
his widow Sharon Martin.
After leaving Wabasha, he 

took a year off from medical 
practice to live aboard his 
sailboat, and he traveled 
to the Dominican Republic.
She and David, who were 

married approximately 24 
years, had some happy 

times aboard the boat.
“We went to the Bahamas 

about 23 times,” she said.
There were guests as well, 

guests that David would 
entice with the promise that 
the trip would be a “once 
in a lifetime opportunity,” 
Sharon noted. 
The Chasse Maree was a 

place where you could live 
life to the fullest.
“Everybody has a David 

story for that sailboat,” she 
said.
This man who loved life 

was of French Canadian 
heritage. His father, a po-
lice officer, died when he 
was 10, and David went to 
Westminster prep school in 
Connecticut on an athletic 
scholarship, in recognition 
of his talents as a pitcher in 
baseball. 
Accepted at both Harvard 

and Yale, David chose Yale, 
attending that prestigious 
university as an undergrad-
uate before going on to Yale 
medical school.
Before coming to Abbev-

ille, David spent a number of 
years in Minnesota, where 
he served at a Catholic  
hospital.
After coming to Abbeville, 

he worked with Dr. George 
Rosenberg in his medical 
practice. “They had the 
most wonderful partner-

ship,” she said.
According to Sharon, it 

was David who, before he 
retired in 2003,   introduced 
endoscopic surgery to Ab-
beville, a form of surgery 
that is a much less invasive 
procedure. Endoscopic 
surgery is today often used 
in gall bladder surgery, for 
example.
So how will he  be remem-

bered?
“Humorous, intelligent,” 

she said. “He was full of life.”
David marched to the beat 

of his own drum, though. 
Sharon compared it hu-
morously to Frank Sinatra 
singing “My Way.”
“He was his own person,” 

she recalled. 
On the other hand, he relat-

ed to all types of people. “It 
made him a more accessible 
physician,” she said.
“He loved people,” she 

continued. He loved talking 
to people and listening to 
their stories.
And he loved playing golf 

every Wednesday after-
noon. 
It was a pocket of time 

he was very careful to pre-
serve. 

“Don’t page me unless it’s 
a stab wound to the heart,” 
he would tell the nurses 
humorously.
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Tax season is here!

Janna Davis can help with your tax filing needs. 
She has 32 years experience in bookkeeping and tax preparation. 

Call 864-828-1640 today or feel free to drop by the office at 
618 Old Calhoun Falls Road in Abbeville, SC 29620

For more information, visit JannaDavistaxservice.com • Email: jannataxlady@gmail.com



By Geoff Hult
At the time of his death in 

1940, US Marine Corp. Major 
General Smedley Butler was 
the most decorated Marine in 
US history, having received 
a USMC Brevet Medal and 
Medal of Honor. In a speech 
and 1935 short book, both 
entitled “War is a Racket,” 
Butler informs us of the fol-
lowing: “War is a racket. It 
always has been. It is possi-
bly the oldest, easily the most 
profitable, surely the most 
vicious. It is the only one in-
ternational in scope. It is the 
only one in which the profits 
are reckoned in dollars and 
the losses in lives. A racket is 
best described, I believe, as 
something that is not what it 
seems to the majority of the 
people. Only a small “inside” 
group knows what it is about. 
It is conducted for the bene-
fit of the very few, at the ex-
pense of the very many. Out 
of war a few people make 
huge fortunes...” Butler goes 
on to expound on this in great 
detail as it existed at the time 
and the pdf of this entire 
speech can be found online. 
The inside group that he re-
fers to is the Rothschild inter-
national banking cartel, which 
has covertly engineered and 
funded both sides of every 
major war since the 1900s. 
Former British Secretary of 
State for Defence, Denis 
Healy, sums up how the world 
is a stage: “World events do 
not occur by accident. They 
are made to happen, whether 
it is to do with national issues 
or commerce; and most of 
them are staged and man-
aged by those who hold the 
purse strings.”

It has been said that the 
first casualty in war is the 
truth. We’ll look at a few ex-
amples of how truth has 
been sacrificed as a pretext 
for war starting with Oper-
ation Northwoods. Opera-
tion Northwoods was a 1962 
plan devised by the US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff to use the CIA 
as operatives to commit gen-
uine acts of terrorism in US 
cities in order to be blamed 
on Cuba to garner public sup-
port for war against the small 
nation. One of the other pos-
sible scenarios suggested 
was to stage the destruction 
of a US civilian airliner en 
route to Jamaica in which an 
international distress “May 
Day” message was to go out 
that the airliner was under 
attack by a Cuban MIG. The 
transmission was to be inter-
rupted by the destruction of 
the craft. The transmission 
would be heard by many so 
the US would not have to sell 
the incident. Another scenario 
was to blow up a US ship in 
Guantanamo Bay and blame 
Cuba. President John F. Ken-
nedy saw to it that Operation 
Northwoods never became 
operational. JFK was a real 
president who did not play 
ball with this ruthless cabal 
which ultimately led to his as-
sassination the next year.  

On August 4th, 1964, faulty 
sonar equipment gave the im-
pression to the USS Maddox, 
stationed in the Gulf of Tonkin 
off the coast of Vietnam, that 
unidentified vessels were in 

the area, interpreted as North 
Vietnamese PT boats. US 
destroyers began firing on 
them but there was nothing 
there. Commander James 
Stockdale, one of the pilots 
flying overhead, said: “I had 
the best seat in the house to 
watch that event, and our de-
stroyers were just shooting at 
phantom targets. There were 
no PT boats there... nothing 
but black water and American 
firepower.” The next morn-
ing, Captain John Herrick of 

the Maddox reported to US 
authorities in Honolulu that 
there were no sightings of PT 
boats by the Maddox and that 
weather effects and inexperi-
enced sonarmen accounted 
for the event. President Lyn-
don Johnson disregarded this 
and seized upon the opportu-
nity to initiate war with North 
Vietnam by ordering the 
same Commander Stockdale 
to launch air strikes against 
inland North Vietnamese tar-
gets. In the early 2000s, near-
ly 200 declassified NSA docu-
ments were released proving 
there was no attack by the 
North Vietnamese. The Viet-
nam war which cost the lives 
of over 3 million Vietnamese 
and American soldiers was 
launched based on an event 
that never happened. John F. 
Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
were all assassinated by the 
American deep state and one 
thing they all had in common 
was that they were public-
ly and vehemently opposed 
to the Vietnam war. Lyndon 
Johnson, however, was a 
swamp rat and eager to join 
in on the profit driven war ma-
chine. One of the profiteers 
from this war was the CIA who 
seized control of the Golden 
Triangle and trafficked heroin 
into the US, under the cover 
of the military occupation.

Nazi military leader and 
politician Hermann Goring 
stated this regarding war: 
“Naturally the common peo-
ple don’t want war: neither in 
Russia, nor in England, nor 
for that matter in Germany. 
That is understood. But after 
all it is the leaders of a coun-
try who determine the policy 
and it is always a simple mat-
ter to drag the people along, 
whether it is a democracy 
or fascist dictatorship, or a 
parliament or a communist 
dictatorship. The people can 
always be brought to the bid-
ding of the leaders. That is 
easy. All you have to do is tell 
them they are being attacked, 
and denounce the peace-
makers for lack of patriotism 

and exposing the country to 
danger. It works the same in 
any country.” 

Nowhere is this more true 
than with the mother of all 
false flag events, 9/11. If you 
haven’t seen the documenta-
ry series “Loose Change,” see 
it. The invasion of Afghani-
stan and Iraq was based on 
a lie and these countries had 
nothing to do with the attack 
on 9/11. It is well known that 
there were no weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq but 
this was the selling point to 
the public as to why we need-
ed to invade them. And let’s 
think about this for a moment: 
If the Taliban and terrorists 
were the real reason we in-
vaded Afghanistan, would 
there be a Taliban still in exis-
tence?  Recently, there would 
have been no debacle at the 
Kabul airport with the Taliban 
because the Taliban would no 
longer exist. 9/11 was perpe-
trated for a multitude of rea-
sons and just as in Vietnam, 
where drugs were part of the 
profit picture, this was also 
true with Afghanistan. 

Afghanistan’s opium fields 
account for approximately 
80-90% of morphine and her-
oin distribution worldwide. In 
2000 and 2001 the Taliban 
began clamping down on the 
opium poppy fields. Accord-
ing to the UN Drug Control 
Program, opium cultivation 
increased over 600% after 
the US military occupation in 
2002. The military was tasked 
with guarding these fields 
from the Taliban starting at 
that time. The opium drug 
trade in Afghanistan is known 
as the “Golden Crescent.” In 
a 2007 report from Universi-
ty of Ottawa professor Michel 
Chossudovsky, he wrote: 
“The Golden Crescent drug 
trade, launched by the CIA 
in the early 1980s, continues 
to be protected by US intelli-
gence, in liaison with NATO 
occupation forces and the 
British military... the proceeds 
from this lucrative multi-billion 
dollar contraband are depos-
ited in Western banks. Al-
most the totality of revenues 
accrue to corporate interests 
and criminal syndicates out-
side Afghanistan.” 

The aforementioned Smed-
ley Butler said that there are 
only two things we should 
fight for: The defense of our 
homes and the Bill of Rights. 
Anything other than that is 
an abuse of our military. And 
yet, former Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger once stated 
that military men and women 
are to be used as pawns for 
foreign policy. It is clear that 
foreign policy here does not 
mean protecting our homes 
or the Bill of Rights as Hen-
ry Kissinger is a made man 
within the monolithic and 
ruthless criminal empire that 
we live under. There is no war 
on drugs or war on terror. The 
real war is on humanity.

“And I shall punish the 
world for its evil, and the 
wrong for their crookedness, 
and shall put an end to the ar-
rogance of the proud, and lay 
low the pride of the ruthless.”  
(Isaiah 13:11)

Geoff Hult 
nonwo222@gmail.com
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Rep. Craig  A. Gagnon,  
District  11--SC House of

Representatives
March 15, 2022

The House approved and 
sent the Senate H. 5150, the 
Fiscal Year 2022-2023 State 
Government Budget.  The 
$14 billion budget includes 
$10.3 billion in state general 
funds.  The budget’s $3.4 
billion in nonrecurring or 
“one-time” funds includes 
$1.9 billion in surplus funds 
estimated for Fiscal Year 
2021-2022, $1 billion in the 
Contingency Reserve Fund, 
and $184 million in Capital 
Reserve Funds.
Among the bill’s highlights:
$619 million is devoted to 

the income tax relief initia-
tive approved earlier by the 
House in H. 4880.
The Department of Trans-

portation receives $176 
million in nonrecurring funds 
for rural interstate funding.
$250 million in nonrecur-

ring funds is allocated to the 
County Transportation Com-
mittees (Abbeville County 
would receive almost double 
the usual amount) to accel-
erate projects on the state’s 
lower volume and secondary 
roads.
$73 million in recurring funds 

is provided for a 3 percent 
state employee salary in-
crease.
$46 million in nonrecurring 

funds is used for paying each 
state employee a one-time 
bonus of $1,500.
In K-12 public education, the 

budget provides $4,834 aver-
age per pupil in State Aid to 
Classrooms and the starting 
salary for teachers increases 
from $36,000 to $40,000. A 
revised educational funding 
formula provides more fund-
ing for students in poverty 
and students with disabilities. 
Local school districts are 
afforded greater flexibility in 
spending State Aid to Class-
rooms. Districts are subject 
to new accountability and 
transparency requirements 
for publishing their expen-
ditures of federal, state, and 
local funds online. Also, $2.3 
million in recurring funds is 
provided for teacher supplies 
to increase the amount that 
each teacher is afforded for 
purchasing classroom sup-
plies from $275 to $300 and 
$100 million in nonrecurring 
Education Improvement Act 
funds is provided for instruc-
tional materials.
$4.3 million in recurring 

funds is appropriated to 
provide a 5 percent salary in-
crease for school bus drivers. 
Full funding is provided in 

Education Lottery funds for 
the LIFE, HOPE, and Palmet-
to Fellows higher education 
scholarship programs.
The Board of Technical and 

Comprehensive Education 
is afforded $17 million in lot-
tery funds for SC Workforce 
Industry Needs scholarships 
that help provide full tuition 
at technical colleges for SC 
WINS recipients.
The Capital Reserve Fund 

is devoted to capital needs at 
the state’s colleges, univer-
sities, and technical schools 

with most of the $184 million 
in these nonrecurring funds 
allocated among the institu-
tions for repairs, renovations, 
and maintenance of various 
facilities.
The Department of Com-

merce is afforded $2 million 
in nonrecurring funds for the 
SC Association for Commu-
nity Economic Development.
The Rural Infrastructure Au-

thority is afforded $1.5 million 
in recurring funds for planning 
and technical assistance for 
small and rural utilities.
The Department of Motor 

Vehicles is afforded $3.2 
million to establish nine ad-
ditional Commercial Drivers’ 
License testing sites across 
the state.
The State Ports Authority re-

ceives $127 million for a naval 
base intermodal facility and 
inner harbor container barge 
infrastructure that allows for 
more efficient movement of 
rail cargo to and from port 
facilities.
The Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Tourism 
receives $19 million in non-
recurring funds for state park 
enhancements.
The Department of Archives 

and History receives $4.7 mil-
lion for the commemoration 
of the 250th anniversary of 
the American Revolution in 
South Carolina.
The Conservation Bank 

is provided $32 million for 
conservation grant funding.
The Department of Agricul-

ture receives $3 million in 
nonrecurring funds for en-
hancements to local farmers’ 
markets. 
Clemson PSA is afforded 

$2 million in recurring funds 
for rural health cooperative 
extension and research and 
$3.6 million in nonrecurring 
funds for critical infrastruc-
ture. 
SC State PSA receives 

$2 million for expansion 
of emerging agribusiness 
programs and $2 million in 
nonrecurring funds for the SC 
Limnology Research Center. 
The Department of Health 

and Human Services re-
ceives $6 million in nonre-
curring funds for rural health 
network revitalization, and 
$2.4 million in nonrecurring 
funds for pregnancy crisis 
centers.
The Department of Social 

Services is afforded $39 
million for staffing shortages 
and other needs.
The Department of Health 

and Environmental Control 
is afforded $104.4 million in 
nonrecurring funds for a new 
public health laboratory.
The Department of Mental 

Health is afforded $34.9 
million for veterans nursing 
homes.
$38 million is provided for 

funding salary increases and 
retention programs for law 
enforcement and correctional 
officers.
The Department of Public 

Safety receives $20 million in 
nonrecurring funds for grant 
programs to equip local law 
enforcement officers with 
body cameras, bulletproof 
vests, and other protective 
gear. 
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House Week in Review
The Department of Correc-

tions is afforded $37 million in 
nonrecurring funds for critical 
equipment replacement and 
$10 million in nonrecurring 
funds for critical deferred 
maintenance projects.
The Department of Labor, 

Licensing and Regulation is 
afforded $850,000 in Emer-
gency Medical Technician 
tuition assistance to allow 
two years of free tuition for 
850 new EMTs.
The Adjutant General’s 

Office receives $4.5 million 
for revitalizing, maintaining, 
and operating the state’s 
armories.
The Department of Veter-

ans’ Affairs is afforded $10.2 
million for veteran transition 
homes.
The Election Commission 

receives $2.8 million in re-
curring funds for the election 
integrity and compliance 
auditor program and $1.3 
million in recurring funds for 
election security funding.
$90 million is used for full 

funding the constitutional 
reserve accounts that the 
state uses to cope with 
revenue shortfalls.  An addi-
tional $314 million enhances 
reserve funds to ten percent 
of revenue.
A budget provision es-

tablishes conditions under 
which retirees in the South 
Carolina Retirement System 
and the Police Officers Re-
tirement System can return to 
covered employment without 
being subject to earnings 
limitations.
$12.5 million in recurring 

funds is included for full fund-
ing of the Local Government 
Fund that is consistent with 
the revised approach for 
sending revenue to political 
subdivisions established in 
Act 84 of 2019.  $2 million 
is provided for a rural sta-
bilization fund to aid those 
local governments that will 
be negatively impacted, due 
to the 2020 Census, under 
the local government funding 
formula.
$3.35 million is provided in 

state aid to county libraries.
The provisions of Act 35 of 

2021, pertaining to intercol-
legiate athlete (NIL) name, 
image, or likeness are sus-
pended for the fiscal year.
The budget includes a 

provision for coordination 
between PalmettoPride and 
the Department of Transpor-
tation to maximize the state’s 
litter removal initiatives.
This is the House version 

of the Budget. It will now go 
the Senate for them to deal 
with. More than likely, things 
will change in their version. 
It will most likely go to a 
Conference Committee and 
a compromise hammered 
out. Stay tuned.

As always, it is an honor 
and a privilege to serve you 
in Columbia. If you need help 
navigating state government, 
or have any thoughts or con-
cerns about what we are do-
ing, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at home at (864) 
366-4112 or in Columbia at 
(803) 212-6934 or by email at 
craiggagnon@schouse.gov.



Alcoholics Anonymous
If you have tried to stop drinking on your own, but could not

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
We at The Serenity Group of 

Alcoholics Anonymous invite you to join us
Mondays and Thursdays at 7 p.m.

103 Bowie Street, Abbeville
(behind Trinity Episcopal Church)
For more information, contact

Jim B. at 864-446-3235
Cathy B. at 864-378-1217
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Fiscal transparency 
improves government, 
builds trust

By Richard Eckstrom, 
S.C. Comptroller

Making detailed financial 
information easily available 
to the public improves the 
quality of government.  It 
keeps officials on their toes 
and makes it easier to catch 
misspending and waste.  
Transparency builds trust 
with taxpayers, who have 
a right to know how their 
hard-earned dollars are be-
ing spent.

About this time each year, 
advocates for open-govern-
ment celebrate Sunshine 
Week, a national initiative 
to promote access to pub-
lic information. This year, 
Sunshine Week is observed 
March 13 – 19. This occa-
sion is used to educate cit-
izens about freedom-of-in-
formation laws, push public 
officials to be more open, 
and promote the benefits of 
transparency. I often use it 
to emphasize a critical ele-
ment of open-government 
– posting online spending 
reports.

To be sure, access to 
detailed information on 
state and local government 
spending has increased 
tremendously over the 
past several years. It was 
in 2008 that South Caroli-
na became one of the first 
states in the nation to cre-
ate a fiscal transparency 
website – an online check 
register showing monthly, 
itemized expenditures for all 
state agencies… fulfilling a 
goal I’d had since the early 
days of the Internet. Now, 
just about every state has 
such a site, although I’m 
proud to say that I believe 
we’re the only state to de-
velop ours without seeking 
additional funds to do it. (It 
was important to show it 
could be done inexpensive-
ly -- undercutting one of the 
loudest arguments raised by 
early opponents of spending 
transparency.)

Following this success, my 
staff and I began encourag-
ing local governments to in-
crease their financial trans-
parency, asking counties, 
municipalities and school 
districts to voluntarily post 
their expenditures online. 

Richard Eckstrom

cus has been on publishing 
itemized spending online, 
which is an efficient way to 
combat waste, there are cer-
tainly other areas where the 
curtain needs pulling back. 
Taxpayers are largely kept 
in the dark about the cost-
ly recruiting incentives their 
local and state governments 
hand out to attract develop-
ment. In addition, the time it 
takes for many of our state’s 
cities and counties to pro-
duce their annual audited 
financial reports is a per-
sistent problem. Too many 
of these reports -- designed 
to disclose detailed infor-
mation on assets, liabilities, 
long-term debt, revenues 
and expenditures -- take so 
long for some governments 
to complete that the delays 
impair the use of the reports 
for accountability and over-
sight purposes.

One of Sunshine Week’s 
objectives is to enlist the 
public’s help in the fight for 
transparency. Want to get 
involved? Then hold politi-
cians’ feet to the fire. If your 
local governments’ spend-
ing details aren’t available 
online, call your represen-
tatives and ask why. Find 
out whether your local gov-
ernment’s annual financial 
reports are issued timely 
(within six months of year-
end).

Ask if the public is allowed 
to see how your local gov-
ernment makes decisions 
and how it operates. Are 
issues discussed in public 
rather than in closed-door 
executive sessions? Are the 
community’s requests for 
records answered promptly 
(and free of charge)?

Transparency is vital not 
just because of tangible 
benefits, but because of 
what it says about the offi-
cials who embrace it. It says 
we understand that our con-
stituents are our bosses, 
that they’re who we answer 
to.

Richard Eckstrom is a 
CPA and the state Comp-
troller. He’s president of 
the National Association of 
State Auditors, Comptrol-
lers, and Treasurers.

Initially, many local officials 
were hesitant, expressing 
their concern over the cost 
and effort involved; some of 
their concerns were genu-
ine, although I’m sure some 
simply didn’t appreciate this 
added layer of citizen-over-
sight. Ultimately, some 30-
plus local governments – 
from the large counties of 
Charleston and Greenville 
to the towns of Chesnee, 
Greer and Surfside Beach 
– began publishing their 
spending details online.

Our pioneering work 
prompted a new state law 
directing all school districts 
to post their spending de-
tails online. Public colleges 
and universities soon began 
to do the same.

In 2011, a handful of 
good-government advo-
cates in Congress intro-
duced the Digital Account-
ability and Transparency 
Act to require that federal 
spending data be standard-
ized and published online 
monthly. Congress debated 
the Act for three years; it 
eventually was signed into 
law, yet only after the White 
House successfully lobbied 
to cut back the reporting 
requirements – including to 
publish the information only 
quarterly rather than month-
ly. (The website is Spendin-
gUSA.gov.)

While we’ve come a long 
way, governments at all 
levels still fall far short of 
providing the level of trans-
parency that taxpayers de-
serve. For one thing, too 
many cities and counties 
in South Carolina still don’t 
post their spending details 
online.

And while much of my fo-
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 Legislative summary  
Senator Mike Gambrell
Legislative Summary

March 18, 2022

At the State House this 
week, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed their 
Budget, and have taken 
a furlough until March 29.   
The Senate’s proposed 
schedule for approving a 
Budget has the Subcom-
mittees meeting during the 
next three weeks for proviso 
recommendations.   The full 
Senate Finance Committee 
would meet to deliberate 
on the Budget the week 
prior to Easter.   The full 
Senate would then debate 
the Budget beginning the 
Week of April 25th.   In 
other words, the upcoming 
month is going to be very, 
very busy for those of us 
on the Finance Committee.
The Senate gave third 

reading on Tuesday to the 
Comprehensive Tax Cut Act 
of 2022, and it will be waiting 
on the House of Represen-
tatives when they return.  
We also gave third reading 
to S.1011, a bill creating the 
S. C. Parkinson’s Disease 
Research Collection Act.   
This bill would authorize 
MUSC to track the number 
of patients within the state 
as they are diagnosed 
with this as yet incurable 
disease.    This would be a 
voluntary program for the 
patient and no identifying 

information would be trans-
mitted, but the information 
would benefit research.  
We gave third reading 

to a bill reorganizing the 
agencies now known as 
the Department of Health 
and Environmental Control, 
the Department of Mental 
Health and the Department 
of Alcohol and Other Drug 
Abuse Services.  The new 
agency would be named the 
Department of Behavioral 
and Public Health.   Within 
this agency would exist the 
Division of Mental Health 
and the Division of Alco-
hol and other Drug Abuse 
Services.   A new division 
of Environmental Protec-
tion would be established 
within the Department of 
Agriculture.   This legislation 
has been in the works for 
some time in order to put 
like services together under 

one agency and provide 
efficiency to the public as 
well as efficiency in bud-
geting.  The House will also 
have to pass this legislation 
for it to become a reality.
It was a pleasure to be able 

to greet the Ware Shoals 
Middle School Student 
Council during their tour 
of the State House this 
week.    This is the time 
of year when the school 
groups are here in force for 
this most interesting tour.
Please feel free to contact 

me on any issue.  I can 
be reached at my district 
address, Post Office Box 
194, Honea Path, S. C.  
29654, 864-844-3614; or 
at my legislative office in 
Columbia, Post Office Box 
142, Columbia, S.C.  29202, 
803-212-6032, or through 
my email address:  Mike-
Gambrell@scsenate.gov.

Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,
I wrote a letter to the edi-

tor in the Press and Banner 
a week ago asking about the 
City answering questions. I 
stated that only two of our 
City council members had 
their contact information on 
the official city website... 

I checked this week and 
they still haven’t updated it.  
Guess they don’t want us to 
contact them...why?  Aren’t 
they supposed to represent 
us? The City ordinance 
should REQUIRE A CANDI-
DATE TO HAVE CONTACT 
INFORMATION READILY 
AVAILABLE AND also a 
MAP showing districts of 
Abbeville.  

When I first moved here  
ten years ago (yes, I am 
a transplant, but one that 
cares for this gem of a 
town) I met the most friend-
ly, amazing people. The 
city seemed to be going in 
the right direction. Busi-
nesses wanted and would 
use volunteers, etc... they 
were listening to outsiders’ 
ideas and opinions because 
sometimes the new resi-
dents will not only observe 
more but have ideas that 
they were willing to bring to 
this town that worked in for-
mer towns that they moved 
from. 

Not saying everything can 
be perfect, but I truly care 
about the people and this 
town and I just want to make 
others aware of some of the 
‘what seems to be unneces-
sary spending.’  

FUNDRAISERS ARE 
EVERYWHERE THESE 
DAYS: 

• The Abbeville Commu-
nity Performing Arts had a 
silent auction to start plays 
back at AOH. We never had 
to have a fundraiser before 
that that I am aware of. The 
AOH plays supported them-
selves. Plays were bringing 
in money to the city UNTIL 

the City Manager fired the 
director, Jimmy Burdette, 
and ALL the volunteers, 
which included the ac-
tors.  Why? Just because 
a female racist from IOWA 
was upset and called Jimmy 
a racist. Our City Manager 
didn’t even know this wom-
an from Iowa... but yet he 
knee-jerked and shut the 
plays down two hours after 
she made a threatening call. 
A two hour notice and all the 
hard work, hours of practice 
and money put into a kid’s 
play called THE LION AND 
THE WARDROBE were 
completely cancelled! All 
the child actors, adult actors 
and others such as back-
stage and custodial volun-
teers were made to think 
they were not worth defend-
ing. The City Manager didn’t 
care about the town’s people 
or the town.  We lost thou-
sands of dollars because 
of HIS decision alone.  He 
couldn’t blame COVID ei-
ther, because COVID wasn’t 
around at that time. 

• There is even a fund-
raiser to buy flowers for 
our Square... what!!!? Not 
enough money to even buy 
flowers for our very own 
Square? What a SHAME 
AND DISGUSTING problem 
to have. Small towns like IVA 
have a beautifully decorated 
Square every single day of 
the year and a museum, 
which is an art itself with the 
way it looks and the amount 
of volunteers who help keep 
it open (but we can pay for 
speed humps that NEVER 
got discussed at city council 
meetings?) 

• Fundraiser $40 for 40 
Spring Festival... never had 
to raise money for the Spring 
Festival before... where is 
ALL our money going? 

• Fundraiser for Senior 
Flags 

We even lost the owners 
Roger and Ashley at the 

Hardware Store because of 
our city not taking an inter-
est in a concern they had 
that affected their store.  

Now I am NOT say-
ing the low income apart-
ments shouldn’t have been 
built, but I am saying they 
SHOULD NOT have been 
built on Chestnut Street 
next to Historical properties 
and the Square.  The other 
recommendation for these 
apartments was on HWY 
72.  Yes, it’s too late now...
BUT have you thought about 
this... three stories high and 
probably 200+ people and 
cars and animals on five 
acres of land?

Can you imagine the 
traffic -- not only on Chest-
nut, but on the Square on 
Greenville Street, on Seces-
sion Avenue, on Magazine 
Street, and on Marshall Av-
enue? Will we need addition 
sanitation employees? Will 
we need more police offi-
cers? Will we need addition 
employees in animal con-
trol? Will we need someone 
to clean, supply, lock and 
unlock the restroom in the 
Chestnut Street Park area? 
I wonder what all that will 
cost taxpayers? 

Awhile back, the city coun-
cil had a long debate about 
getting a vending machine 
for City hall. A VENDING 
MACHINE. I wish they’d 
spend 25 minutes talking 
about how to bring MORE 
tax paying residents to Ab-
beville. 

I know many will be of-
fended by my letters, but I 
also have people praise and 
ENCOURAGE me, but they 
won’t come forward and 
make themselves heard.  I 
guess they are afraid they 
might be criticized. I, for 
one, care too much for Ab-
beville and its citizens to let 
these issues go unheard.  

Janet Somero Smith  

US House of Representatives

Submitted by 
Congressman 
Jeff Duncan

Washington, D.C.—Today, 
Rep. Duncan spoke on the 
House floor on the impor-
tance of unleashing Amer-
ican energy independence 
as the tragic implications 
of energy dependence 
on Russia play out on the 
world stage. The American 
Energy Independence from 
Russia Act would unleash 
American energy indepen-
dence and choke Putin’s en-
ergy-funded war machine.  
Rep. Duncan urged House 
Democrats to bring this to 
the floor for a vote.
“Europe and the rest of 

the world needs American 
energy leadership at this 
time. Drill more, export 
now, and cut off that money 
pipeline to Vladimir Putin,” 
said Duncan. “Let’s flip 

Rep. Duncan Pushes Democrats to 
Bring American Energy Independence 
from Russia Act to a Vote

the switch and vote on the 
American Energy Indepen-
dence from Russia Act and 
unleash American energy 
production and security.”
“This legislation would 

immediately approve the 
Keystone XL pipeline, re-
move all restrictions on LNG 
exports, restart oil and gas 
leasing on federal lands 
and waters, which has been 
halted by the Biden Admin-
istration, and require Biden 
to submit an energy security 
plan, allowing the U.S. to 
become net exporters of 
energy again and end Rus-
sia’s monopoly on energy in 
Europe,” said Duncan. “This 
legislation would succeed in 
bringing down energy costs 
and increasing national 
security.”  
“Americans are suffering 

from record-high gas pric-
es because of the Biden 

Administration’s refusal to 
use American energy which 
has created this reliance on 
adversaries for energy. The 
Administration’s solution is 
telling Americans to stop 
complaining about gas pric-
es and to buy electric cars 
instead. This is basically 
saying ‘Let them eat cake!’ 
since an EV costs nearly 
twice the average annual 
wage in this country,” said 
Congressman Duncan. 
“The real solution to the 
energy crisis is unleashing 
American energy and re-
versing Biden-era energy 
regulations.”

“The United States is 
blessed with abundant 
natural resources, but we’re 
cursed with liberal politi-
cians who refuse to allow 
Americans to benefit from 
them,” said Duncan.
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DIGITAL MULTI-MEDIA PRESS

HIGHLY CUSTOMIZABLEHIGHLY CUSTOMIZABLE

Drop in today and ask us about our new printer and its high quality output!
If you need crisp, bright colors for your project, we can help.

 

aka BANNER PRINTING

Call (864) 366-5461 to get a quote today.
107 West Pickens St. Abbeville, SC 29620

DIGITAL PRODUCTION PRESS
with Enterprise High-Speed Feeder and Conveyor

• Envelopes • Announcements • Magnets
• NCR  Multi-Part Forms • Stationery • Flyers
• Brochures • Invitations • Booklets
• 20 lb. 18 pt. File Folders          • AND MORE!

Specializing in...

Introducing the

Printers of this program

Senator Mike Gambrell meeting with Brandon, Jessica, Trixy and Bernice (Photo contributed).

Representative Craig Gagnon meeting with Jessica and Brandon (Photo contributed).

Senator Billy Garrett meeting with Jessica, Bernice, Trixy and Brandon. (Photo contributed)

DisABILITY 
Awareness Day

Submitted by 
Teresa H. Medlin

March is disABILITIES 
Awareness Month in South Car-
olina.  On Wednesday, March 
2, 2022, a group of friends 
from Burton Center attended 
Disability Advocacy Day at the 
State House.  While at the cap-
itol they had the opportunity to 
visit with Senator Mike Gam-
brell, Senator Billy Garrett and 
Representative Craig Gagnon.  
Disability Advocacy Day pro-
vides the opportunity for orga-
nizations all across the state to 
talk with their legislators about 
the challenges and needs of 
individuals with disabilities and 
their families.

Some of the issues ad-
dressed during Disability Advo-
cacy Day were: Transportation; 
Home & Community-Based 
Services (HCBS); Respite; 
Medicaid Waiver Waiting Lists; 
Aging Caregivers; Direct Sup-
port Professionals; #COVID19 
and how it has affected individ-
uals who have disabilities; Spe-
cial Education and Affordable 
Housing.

Burton Center for Disabil-
ities and Special Needs is a 
non-profit, multi-county agen-
cy, providing services for over 
500 people with disabilities and 
special needs (autism, intellec-
tual disabilities, head injuries, 
spinal cord injuries and related 

disabilities) in Abbeville, Edge-
field, Greenwood, Lexington, 
McCormick and Saluda coun-
ties.  Burton Center’s mission 
is to Discover and Develop Un-
limited Potential.  

Services are provided to 
help each individual reach their 
full potential.  Service include: 
day services for adults at four 
centers located in Greenwood, 
Lexington, Saluda and Ware 
Shoals, residential services 
(26 community residences, 3 
supervised living programs, 4 
community training home I’s) 
and Respite.

For more information, visit 
www.burtoncenter.org or call 
864-942-8900.
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Luther Henry Rouse   72  US Army Vietnam  
Timothy Eugene Ware   72  U S Navy  Vietnam
Rev. Kenneth Lee Aiken   63  U S Army
Parker O. Page    86  SC National Guard

The Abbeville County Veterans Organizations jointly sponsor a Bell Toll Ceremony 
on the last Friday of each month. The veteran’s names that have passed away 
in Abbeville County during the month or anyone who was missed in the previous 
month will have their names read. This includes men and women from Abbeville 
County who live in other areas. The names will also include any military service 
member from South Carolina who was killed while on active duty. As each name 
is read, the Liberty Bell replica, “Big Bob” is struck once as a token of our respect 
and appreciation for each Veteran who served and for those who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice for this great nation. Please join for this solemn ceremony on the Abbev-
ille square at 1 pm, March 25th.  Also, all veterans are welcomed to the American 
Legion meeting on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  Supper is served at 5PM 
and the meeting is at 6PM.

Bell Toll Ceremony 
March 2022

Honoring Deceased Veterans

                                  

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: GARDENING
ACROSS
1. Betting probability
5. Once headed by J. Edgar Hoover
8. Formally surrender
12. Gravy holder
13. Nile dweller, for short
14. More certain
15. Tiny bit
16. a.k.a. Bruce Banner
17. One who plies one’s trade
18. *”Days to ____,” on a seed packet
20. Big-ticket ____
21. Apartments, e.g.
22. *Plumerias are often used in this 
Hawaiian greeting
23. Scrooge’s visitors
26. Digging into
30. What Carl Lewis did
31. Bestow
34. Month before Nisan
35. Dress with a flare
37. Choler
38. On a store tag
39. Central points
40. Paul Reubens’ Herman
42. Mother lode stuff
43. African bloodsucking pests
45. Salty dogs
47. Current tense of #30 Across
48. Retches
50. Bovine cries
52. *Like an aggressive weed
55. Frustration, in a comic book
56. *Holds a plant stem to a support
57. Type of hot sandwich
59. One born to Japanese immigrants
60. Urban legends, e.g.
61. Check out
62. Shakespeare’s “at another time”
63. “The ____ Who Loved Me”
64. *Flower’s location after a garden?

DOWN
1. Kimono closer
2. Banish to Hades
3. Crunched numbers
4. Facebook’s update feature
5. *Seed plant’s harvest
6. *Goes to seed
7. Rotten and stinky
8. *Plant variety
9. Famous canal
10. Hold as a conviction
11. Make a blunder
13. Church service oil
14. Salesman’s speech, e.g.
19. Loosen laces
22. Tennis do-over
23. *Splice, to a gardener
24. Nimbi on ikons
25. In the cooler (2 words)
26. Former Saint Brees
27. “Pulling my leg,” e.g.
28. Mother-of-pearl
29. *Kind of thumb
32. Pizzeria output, pl.
33. “____ you kidding?”
36. *N in N-P-K
38. Sneaked glances
40. Slammer
41. “The Shawshank Redemption” theme
44. Served raw
46. Isaac of science fiction
48. This Dogg can rap
49. What Elton John tickles, sing.
50. Street in Anytown, USA
51. Guesstimate phrase (two words)
52. Bodily disorders
53. Lope de ____, Spanish playwright
54. Building extensions
55. Nurses’ org.
58. ____ time in golf

Nominations sought 
for CF ‘Personality’

By Henry E. Green
The Press and Banner is 

once again seeking nom-
inations for the Calhoun 
Falls Personality of the Year 
award.
Since the early 1960s, the 

Personality of the Year award 
has been given to Calhoun 
Falls residents who have 
made a positive difference 
in their community.
People are welcome  to 

send in nominations to The 
Press and Banner, and those 
nominations will be reviewed 
by a panel of judges chosen 
by The Press and Banner.
The judges will select a 

winner, who is expected to 

be recognized at the Calhoun 
Falls Springtime in the Falls 
festival the third weekend 
in May. The recipient is ex-
pected to be presented with 
a plaque by the Mayor of 
Calhoun Falls.
Mike Brandt of Calhoun 

Falls, the commander of  
American Legion Post 72,  
was last year’s recipient. By 
tradition, the winner is recog-
nized for accomplishments 
of the previous year. Thus, 
the winner this year will be 
presented with the 2021 Per-
sonality of the Year award.
Nominations may be mailed 

or e-mailed to The Press and 
Banner. If they are mailed, 

they need to be typed.
The mailing address is PO 

Box 769, Abbeville, S.C. 
29620.
The e-mail address is hen-

ry@bannercorp.net
All nominations must be 

submitted by Friday, May 6, 
2022.
No “petition” nominations 

will be accepted, and the 
letter must be signed, and 
a phone number for further 
information must be provided.
The individual nominated 

must be someone who has a 
Calhoun Falls address, and 
must be someone who has 
made a positive difference in 
the Calhoun Falls community.
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Obituaries
Martin
David left this world March 

15, 2022 with his beloved 
wife, Sharon, at his side.
He was born on July 11, 

1931, in Winchendon, Mas-
sachusetts, the son of David 
II and Mary Martin Cramer.  
His father died in the line of 
duty as a policeman when 
David was ten.  Although he 
was faced with difficult years 
of the Great Depression 
in his childhood, he envi-
sioned pursuing a career 
in medicine, working in a 
small town.
David was awarded a full 

scholarship to Westminster 
School of Simsbury, Con-
necticut due to his athletic 
ability as a pitcher.  He was 
Valedictorian of his gradu-
ating class and accepted to 
both Harvard and Yale with 
a full scholarship.  David 
chose Yale as the premier 
institution, graduating with 
“highest orations” and a full 
scholarship to Yale School 
of Medicine.  He graduated 
from the Yale School of 
Medicine in 1957.  David 
completed his surgical resi-
dency at Tufts in Boston and 
a post doctorate Master’s in 
Surgery.  He spent a year as 
a pioneer in laboratory re-
search pursuing techniques 
for liver transplantation.
David moved to Minnesota 

to pursue a life of fishing and 
boating on the Mississippi.  
He referenced Tom Sawyer 
in many of his antics.  He 
enjoyed golf and became 
the Club Champion.  In 
Wabasha, David was the 
only surgeon in two coun-
ties.  He had a close rela-
tionship with the Mayo Clinic 
and was recognized by their 

Board of Directors.  He was 
a member of the American 
College of Surgeons and the 
Minnesota Surgical Society.
He had dreams of ocean 

sailing and moved to South 
Carolina.  David has sailed 
more than 50,000 blue water 
miles aboard his sailboat, 
the Chasse Maree.  He 
enjoyed many years of 
laughter, friendship and 
worthy tales with family and 
friends aboard his sailboat.
David practiced General 

Surgery in Abbeville, SC 
from 1988 – 2003.  He re-
tired from surgery at the age 
of 72 but remained active 
in his sailing endeavors 
until the age of 90.  He is 
responsible for introducing 
laparoscopic surgery to 
Abbeville Hospital and was 
a member of the American 
Society of Gastroendoscop-
ic Surgeons (Sages).  
He enjoyed working in his 

garage, dubbed the Crepe 
Myrtle Pub.  You could 
always find a new project 
or four in progress while 
friends sat around and 
solved the world’s issues.  
David refinished furniture, 

repurposed items, and de-
signed new ones.  He did 
wood sculpture and at the 
insistence of his wife, creat-
ed reindeers for Christmas 
decorations.  He kept his 
manual dexterity and cre-
ativity alive through these 
activities.
In addition to being an 

excellent surgeon and an 
experienced sailor, he will 
be remembered for his hu-
mor, his generosity to others 
and his love of people.
David is survived by his 

beloved wife of 23 years, 
Sharon; his children David 
E. Martin, IV, Elizabeth Mar-
tin, Leslie Martin, Sharron 
Porter (John), David Delga-
do, Jr. (Jenny), Robert Eric 
Delgado (Haley) and Brent 
Mora Delgado (Taylor); 
six grandchildren and one 
great-granddaughter.
At this time, there will not 

be a service; however, a 
celebration of his life will be 
scheduled.
Memorial donations, in 

memory of David, may be 
made to the Greater Ab-
beville Humane Society, 
Attn:  Barbara Freese, 200 
Greenville St., Abbeville, SC 
29620, Providence Presby-
terian Church, PO Box 226, 
Lowndesville, SC 29659 or 
a charity of one’s choice in 
his memory.

A message of condolence 
may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.harrisfuneral.
com.

Harris Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services of 
Abbeville is assisting the 
Martin family.

Dr. David E. Martin, III

Harrison
George Wayne Harrison, 

74, of Abbeville, husband 
of Mary Page Harrison, 
died Wednesday, March 
16, 2022, at the Abbeville 
Area Medical Center.  He 
was born in Abbeville to 
Verbielee Argo Harrison 
and the late Rev. George 
Washington Harrison.
A 1965 graduate of Ab-

beville High School, Wayne 
was formerly  employed with 
Cherokee Trail and Flexi-
ble Technologies for many 
years.  He also served on 
the initial EMS squad for 
Abbeville County.  Wayne 
was a member of the Ab-
beville Church of God.  He 
will be remembered as a 
loving husband, father, 
brother, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.
In addition to his father, 

Wayne was preceded in 
death by two sons, Michael 
Wayne Harrison and Chris-
topher George Harrison; 
brother, Darrell Harrison; 
father and mother-in-law, 
Dan and Alberta Page.
Wayne is survived by his 

wife of 58 years, Mary; 
daughter, Angie H. Hen-
derson (Jack) of Abbev-
ille; mother, of Abbeville; 
two brothers, Larry Harri-
son (Pat) of Bradley and 
Keith Harrison (Tammie) 
of Abbeville; eight grand-
children, Nikki, Tyler, An-
drew, Erica (Kevin), Paige 
(Rutger), Angel, Lizzie 
(Chase), and Christopher; 
six great-grandchildren, 
Kyla, Ella, Colt, Mabree, 
Milly, Violet and one of the 
way, Daisy; a son-in-law, 
Tim Nealis of North Myrtle 

Beach; two daughters-in-
law, Fran Bryan and Dan-
ielle Leary Harrison (Jason) 
all of Abbeville; sister-in-law, 
Renee Harrison of Dade 
City, FL; and numerous 
extended family and friends.
The family received friends 

2:00PM – 3:00PM, Sunday, 
March 20, 2022, in Harris 
Funeral Home.  Funeral 
services began at 3:00PM 
in the funeral home chapel 
with Pastor Scotty Sherfield 
officiating.  Burial followed 
in Forest Lawn Memory 
Gardens.
Memorial contributions, 

in memory of Wayne, may 
be sent to the Abbeville 
Church of God Building 
Fund, PO Box 26, Abbeville, 
SC 29620.
The family is at the home.
A message of condolence 

may be sent to the family by 
visiting www.harrisfuneral.
com.

Harris Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services of 
Abbeville is assisting the 
Harrison family.

George Wayne 
Harrison



Set of 2 Good Year Eagle Tires
245/55/18 RS-A 103V

Only $120 for both 
Call Lamar T. West
864-366-5461 (o)
864-391-6610 (m)

For Sale

Prepare 
for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(833) 958-3142

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!

Free Estimates - Call Anytime

Hwy. 28 S.
McCormick
864-993-5933

 sibertsmemorials.com

A complete line of 
quality monuments, 

markers and coping at 
affordable prices. 

SIBERT’S MEMORIALS
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These young ladies from 
Dance Dynasty in Abbeville 
took advantage of a beau-
tiful spring day recently 
to practice in front of the 
Abbeville County Court-
house on Abbeville’s Court 
Square. (Staff photo by 
Henry E. Green)

Multitasking is rule 
for Assessor’s office

By Henry E. Green
(The following article is 

one in a series on County 
government operations.)
Abbeville County Asses-

sor Gregg Currin wants to 
make one thing clear.
“Contrary to popular belief, 

the Assessor’s office does 
not tax your property,” Cur-
rin said.  “The primary pur-
pose of the office is twofold: 
keep accurate records of 
the parcels and structures 
in the County and to es-
tablish the market value of 
those properties.  Included 
is the administration of 
property classifications and 
exemptions, such as  Legal 
Residence assessment or 
Agricultural exemptions.
“We are presently in the 

process of the state man-
dated five year reassess-
ment of all properties in 
the County which will be 
implemented this October.”
Located on the second 

floor of the Administration 
building at 903 W. Green-
wood Street, Suite 2200, 
the Assessor’s Office has 

a team of five people. 
That team includes an 

Assessor with 24 years 
of experience, a Deputy 
Assessor with 16 years of 
experience, and two ap-
prentice appraisers, one 
of whom is new, while  the 
other has one year of ex-
perience
The team also includes a 

newly-hired  Assessment 
specialist, Currin said. 
These Assessor’s Office 

personnel perform a variety 
of tasks.
“Customer service is our 

number one priority,” he 
said.  “We try to advise each 
taxpayer on the best ways 
they can minimize their tax 
liability through the use of 
available exemptions and/
or management of their 
properties. 
“Everyone should pay 

their fair share - but not one 
penny more.  
“We advise people to call 

us BEFORE they make any 
changes to their property.  
Something as simple as 
adding a name to a deed 

or splitting a piece of prop-
erty to a child can trigger a 
process that may increase 
your tax bill. We really are 
here to help!”
To work in the Assessor’s 

Office, one would do well to  
exercise the virtue of flexi-
bility, according to Currin.

“In our small  off ice, 
multi-tasking is essential,” 
he said.  “All our team 
members are cross-trained 
in almost every job. Some 
of the skills necessary are 
patience, curiosity, the 
ability to decipher and un-
derstand legal documents 
and a working knowledge 
of GIS mapping.  Probably 
the most frustrating aspect 
to a ‘newbie’ is the constant 
change.  Our laws change at 
the end of every legislative 
session and must be applied 
when the changes require 
implementation.  Rulings by 
the various courts influence 
our everyday activity.  

All in all, it’s the ability to 
adapt on short notice.”

A Slice of Mike 
“It Takes a Lot of Patience 

to be Friends With Me”

Can we be friends?
However, if we are to be 

friends, I feel honesty is 
the best policy. Friend-
ships should start with full 
disclosure. Every friend 
you will ever have has an 
issue that isn’t necessarily 
clear at first, but will come 
to the surface in time. Mine 
is major.
There is something you 

should know that might 
make you rethink your 
decision or at least take 
into consideration when 
making plans with me. 
Being friends with me can 
be a blessing; going out 
with me can be a curse.
You have been warned.
We all have made poor 

choices in life, but mine 
is ongoing with what I like 
to call the “grocery line” 
curse. No matter what 
store I am in, I will choose 
the slowest line. I don’t 
care if the person in front 
of me has two items, there 
will be an issue. Whether I 
choose wisely (or so I think) 
the line with fewer people 
with less groceries, the line 
with the teenager bagging 
groceries, or the younger 
generation of shoppers 
who don’t even know how 
to write out a check, mine 
will take longer.
I feel like I am calling tails 

on a coin flip and both sides 
are heads.
And it doesn’t just happen 

to me in grocery stores. I 
am always in the slower 
lane of traffic. At restau-
rants my table always gets 
our food after the people 
who walked in 15 minutes 
after us. And at fast food 
restaurants, I am always 

the car they tell to pull up 
even when there is no one 
else in the drive thru and I 
order only a Happy Meal.
At gas stations, forget it. 

Every time I enter a gas 
station convenient store 
to get coffee, you would 
think they were running a 
sale on lotto tickets.
“Yes, give me three num-

ber 11 tickets, four number 
2, and six of those with the 
green dude from the Lucky 
Charms commercials. And 
here are all my scratch-offs 
from last time; can you 
check to see if any of these 
five hundred tickets are 
winners?” And then, the 
line that every lotto player 
asks when buying tickets…
“These are all winners, 

right?” And they laugh like 
they just wrote the funni-
est joke in history. How 
original.
I was at my local Ingles 

the other night and I was 
second to check out. There 
were two lines open and 
the #2 cashier line was 
where my cart was parked, 
awaiting its moment of 
disappointment which was 
bound to happen. The 
other line open had a 
longer line. I am guessing 
because everyone there 
knows of the Mike Elis 
grocery line curse and has 
been behind me in line at 
some point; my curse is 
legendary.
And then a cart from the 

other line rushed to get be-
hind me and she motioned 
to her husband “Come over 
here, the line is shorter.”
“I wouldn’t do that if I were 

you. I promise you that I’m 
cursed and you will be sor-

ry you did that.” They both 
laughed me off. In fact he 
then said under his breath, 
“Everybody thinks they’re a 
comedian.” I turned around 
and decided against telling 
them what I do for a living.
It was just then the cashier 

said, “Oh darn, I acciden-
tally double-charged you 
for an item. I need to get 
a manager here to over-
ride.” Unfortunately, the 
manager was nowhere to 
be found so I looked back 
and I was going to give 
them the “I told you so” but 
instead decided that was 
the moment to tell them, 
“Yes, I am a comedian.” 
Several minutes later, the 
manager showed up and 
she apologized as she so 
nicely put it, “Sorry, I had 
to go to the ladies room 
as something didn’t agree 
with my stomach.”
If I were playing Jeopardy, 

“I’ll take things I didn’t want 
to know about the Ingles 
manager for $400.”
So, if you are friends with 

me, be patient please. It’s 
a curse.
I’m sure you are wonder-

ing what the odds are of it 
not happening to you when 
you are out with me? About 
as good as….
“Give me three number 

6s, a number 11, two num-
ber 3s. All winners please.”

Don’t forget to get your 
tickets to see comedians 
Michael Winslow (Space-
balls, Police Academy) 
and Mike Elis as they hit 
the Abbeville Opera House 
stage on June 25th. Tickets 
available online at abbev-
illecitysc.com

By Mike Elis

There will be an AA meet-
ing Monday and Thursday 
at 7:00 p.m. at 103 Bowie 
Street, behind Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Abbeville. 

AA to meet

Submitted by 
Kristine Hartvigsen

Last fall, news about Pied-
mont Technical College’s 
“No-Cost Option” triggered a 
massive wave of enrollees. 
As of February, enrollment 
at PTC has increased 9% 
overall compared to last 
spring. 
“We are particularly grati-

fied to see an 91% increase 
in readmitted students over 
the previous year,” PTC 
President Dr. Hope E. Rivers 
said. “These are students 
who have been enrolled 
before but pressed pause on 
their education for a variety 
of reasons. That number 

Enrollment Up 9% Due to No-
Cost Option at PTC 

shows that many students 
have put their college am-
bitions on hold specifically 
because of the cost. We 
believe that removing the 
tuition barrier motivated 
these students to come back 
to college in droves.” 
The college’s latest en-

rollment numbers show 
increases across the board, 
including a jump of 23% for 
new students and 4% for 
dual-enrolled high school 
students. 
“I have some friends at-

tending who are very excited 
about the no-cost tuition,” 
said PTC student Joseph 
Pinkard, one of the college’s 
Presidential Ambassadors. 

Because they don’t want 
anything standing in the way 
of students’ pursuit of a new 
or better career, PTC officials 
have removed the tuition 
cost barrier for current and 
future students who enroll 
through the summer 2022 
semester. 
“We are thrilled to be able to 

offer the no-cost opportunity 
and hope to expand on the 
policy if funding is extended,” 
Dr. Rivers said.
 
The PTC No-Cost Option is 

in effect through the summer 
2022 semester. For infor-
mation about enrolling for 
the summer semester, visit 
www.ptc.edu/free.  
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Beth Boyd, wife of Erskine football coach Shap Boyd, spoke to Abbeville Rotarians re-
cently about the upcoming Erskine spring football game, and distributed material about 
Erskine football. (Staff photo by Henry E. Green)
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American Legion Post 2 
is in the process of form-
ing a softball team, which is 
scheduled to start playing in 
June, and Terry Greenfield 
(right) and Jimmy Ashley 
(left) recently talked about 
the process. (Staff photo by 
Henry E. Green)

PLACE YOUR AD IN PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

Classifieds & Legals
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
All persons having claims against the following 
estates MUST file their claims on FORM 
#371PC  with the Probate Court of ABBEVILLE 
COUNTY, the address of which is 903 WEST 
GREENWOOD ST., SUITE 2300 ABBEVILLE, 
SC 29620, within eight (8) months after the date 
of the first publication of this Notice to Creditors 
or within one (1) year from date of death, which-
ever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-801, et seq.), or such 
persons shall be forever barred as to their claims. 
All claims are required to be presented in written 
statements on the prescribed form (FORM 
#371PC) indicating the name and address of the 
claimant, the basis of claim, the amount claimed, 
the date when the claim will become due, the 
nature of any uncertainty as to the claim, and a 
description of any security as to the claim.

HELP WANTED

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER 
JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for 
only $375. Your 25-word classi-
fied ad will reach more than 2.1 
million readers.  Call Randall 
Savely at the S.C. Newspaper 
Network, 1-888-727-7377.                                 
                                                3/23;sw

AUCTIONS
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION 
in 99 S.C. newspapers for only 
$375. Your 25-word classified ad 
will reach more than 2.1 million 
readers.  Call Randall Savely at 
the S.C. Newspaper Network, 
1-888-727-7377.                                    3/23;sw

Addison For Congress : Now 
Hiring & Training Campaign 
Workers, Fund Raisers, Poll 
Watchers, Voter Registration 
Aides, Absentee Ballot Work-
er addisonforcongress.com 
803-269-3443                     3/23;sw

Estate: Sara Johnson Cartledge
Date of Death: 05/03/2021
Case Number: 2021ES0100158
Personal Representative: Sara Jo Sherard
Address: 126 Woodland Way Abbeville, SC 29620    
                                                         3/9;3tc

Estate: Vester Gene Gable
Date of Death: 02/23/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100059
Personal Representative: Douglas Aaron Gable
Address: 29 Troy Road, Abbeville, SC 29620    
                                                         3/9;3tc

Large Construction-Truck-Farm 
Tractors Auction. Thursday, 
March 31st 8AM Lumberton, 
NC. 10% Buyers Premium. See 
Meekinsauction.com NCLN 
858                                                          3/23;sw

Estate: James Bruce Wilson
Date of Death: 1/26/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100061
Personal Representative: Gloria Jean Wilson 
Address: 80 Red Bird Lane, Abbeville, SC 29620  
                                                                                  3/16;3tc

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that Saxon’s Hotdogs 
LLC intends to apply to the South Carolina 
Department of Revenue for a license/permit 
that will allow the sale and on premises 
consumption of Beer/Wine at 381 Hwy 
72 W Abbeville, SC 29620. To object to 
the issuance of this permit/license, written 
protest must be postmarked no later than 
April 5, 2022. For a protest to be valid, it 
must be in writing, and should include the 
following information:
(1) The name, address, and telephone 

number of the person filing the protest;
(2) The specific reasons why the application 

should be denied;
(3) That the person protesting is willing to 

attend a hearing (if one is requested by 
the applicant);

(4) That the person protesting resides in 
the same county where the proposed 
place of business is located or within 
five miles of the business; and,

(5) The name of the applicant and the ad-
dress of the business to be licensed.

Protests must be mailed to: S.C. Department 
of Revenue, ABL SECTION, P.O. Box 
125, Columbia, SC 29214-0907; or email 
to ABL@dor.sc.gov

3/16;3t

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that DJK Wings 
LLC aka Brittany Bice intends to apply to 
the South Carolina Department of Revenue 
for a license/permit that will allow the sale 
and on premises consumption of Beer, Wine 
& Liquor at 101 S. Main St. Abbeville, 
SC 29620. To object to the issuance of 
this permit/license, written protest must be 
postmarked no later than April 8, 2022. For a 
protest to be valid, it must be in writing, and 
should include the following information:
(1) The name, address, and telephone 

number of the person fi ling the protest;
(2) The specifi c reasons why the application 

should be denied;
(3) That the person protesting is willing to 

attend a hearing (if one is requested by 
the applicant);

(4) That the person protesting resides in 
the same county where the proposed 
place of business is located or within 
fi ve miles of the business; and,

(5) The name of the applicant and the ad-
dress of the business to be licensed.

Protests must be mailed to: S.C. Department 
of Revenue, ABL SECTION, P.O. Box 
125, Columbia, SC 29214-0907; or email 
to ABL@dor.sc.gov

3/16;3tp

Manager, Driver, and Ser-
vice Technician for Abbev-
ille, Greenwood, and Saluda 
area. Great pay and bene-
fits.  Please send resume to 
piedmontpropane.peggy@
hotmail.com or mail to Pied-
mont Propane 1225 Lincol-
nton Rd, Washington, GA 
30673.                          3/23;tfc

Estate: Walter James Horton, Jr.
Date of Death: 02/14/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100068
Personal Representative: Yvonne Rene Horton
Address: 305 Terrace Place, Highland Lakes, NJ 
07422                                                                      3/23;3tc

Estate: Nancy Lee Jones
Date of Death: 01/25/2022
Case Number: 2022ES0100070
Personal Representative: Brenda Lewis
Address: P.O. Box 35 Calhoun Falls, SC 
29628                                                                      3/23;3tc

Estate: Muriel Ruth Lawton
Date of Death: 9/27/2021
Case Number: 2022ES0100071
Personal Representative: Keith Lawton & Mark 
Lawton
Address: 35 Lawton Lane Honea Path, SC 29654    
& 670 Elizabeth St. Ext. Honea Path, SC 29654       
                                                       3/23;3tc

Estate: Robert Allen Briggs
Date of Death: 09/17/2021
Case Number: 2022ES0100072
Personal Representative: Rebecca E. Briggs
Address: 502 Lake Forest Dr. Abbeville, SC 
29620                                                                      3/23;3tc

SCPublicNotices.com
Public notices from virtually all S.C. 

newspapers are now available online 
in one convenient location.

Search public notice ads 
from this newspaper at 

This service is provided by S.C. newspapers at no cost to taxpayers. 
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Baseball teams in 
thick of schedules

By Henry E. Green
The Dixie and Abbeville 

high school varsity baseball 
teams are very much in the 
thick of their schedules.
 The Abbeville High School 

varsity baseball team  
played two games last week 
and won both of them, said 
AHS head baseball coach 
Daniel Little Monday.
The Panthers traveled to 

Dixie on Monday, March 14, 
and defeated the Hornets 
13-0. The winning pitcher 
for AHS was Ty Price.
It was the second victo-

ry over the Hornets this 
season for AHS, which 
defeated Dixie 4-0 earlier 
this season.  
AHS traveled to Whitmire 

on Thursday and won 12-
0. Friday’s game against 

Greenwood Christian was 
rained out.
As of Monday, March 21, 

the Panthers were 5-2.
Meanwhile, Dixie over-

came its loss to Abbeville 
by traveling to High Point 
Academy the next day--
Tuesday, March 15--for its 
Region opener, and the Hor-
nets defeated High Point 
8-3, said Dixie varsity head 
baseball coach Michael 
Turner Tuesday.
The winning pitcher was 

Hunter Satterfield, who 
struck out nine, and walked 
two, and gave up four hits.
The Hornets had five hits, 

but they had the benefit of 
some walks, according to 
Turner.
“We stole some bases,” 

he added.

Brandon Hershberger 
pitched the last two innings., 
Turner continued.
“He did not give up a hit, 

and had four strike outs,” 
he said.
Dixie lost to Southside 

Christian Monday night 
5-0. The losing pitcher was 
Brandon Hershberger, who 
struck out five and gave up 
eight hits. 
The Hornets had four hits, 

and fell to 1-1 in the Region 
with the loss.
Dixie was slated  to host 

Southside Christian yes-
terday--March 22--at 7 p.m. 
The jayvees were to play 
at 5 p.m.

The Hornets will travel to 
Emerald on March 23 for a 
6 p.m game.

Legion Post 2 
forming softball team

By Henry E. Green
American Legion Post 2  

is in the process of forming 
a softball team, which is 
scheduled to start playing 
in June.
“June 6 is opening day,” 

said Terry Greenfield, Post 
2 commander.
Home games will be 

played at the Dixie  High 
School softball field, and 
the program is for girls 13 
through 19, said Jimmy 
Ashley, chairman of the 
youth athletic program for 
Post 2.
Games will be played in 

June and July, on weekdays 
only, within the framework of 
the American Legion South 

Carolina Ladies Fast Pitch 
Softball league.
“The girls will not have to 

pay  (to be team members),” 
Ashley said.
The Post is in the process 

of selecting girls to play on 
the team.
“We’ll have tryouts,” said 

Ashley.  These tryouts will 
be after the high school sea-
sons end sometime in May.
“This is the second year 

that American Legion has 
sponsored South Carolina 
Ladies Softball,” he said.
“We hope that everybody 

will back us and make this 
league a success,” Ashley 
said.
 This will be the first year 

American Legion Post 2 
has  fielded a team, and the 
Post 2 team will be playing 
teams representing other 
American Legion posts.
The format will be similar 

to that of American Legion 
baseball, played in the 
summer.

For more information, call  
Greenfield at 377-9053 or 
Ashley at 378-6024

Dixie softball coach Sa-
mantha Ferguson will be 
a part of a coaching staff 
for the Legion team, which 
she said Thursday will also 
include Matt Cox and Chad 
Roper.

Erskine planning 
spring football game

By Henry E. Green
Erskine will have its spring 

football game on Saturday, 
April 9, at 10 a.m. at Hug-
gins Field on the Erskine 
campus, Beth Boyd told Ab-
beville Rotarians Thursday.
Boyd, the wife of Erskine 

coach Shap Boyd, provided 
an update to the Rotarians 
on Erskine football, and 
distributed flyers about  the 
spring  game and related 
activities.
Those flyers included 

quotes from Fleet football 
team members.
The spring game “will be 

a controlled scrimmage to 

showcase the hard work 
we have put in to prepare 
for the upcoming season in 
the fall,” according to tight 
end Az  Zahir Smith.
Following the spring game, 

there will be activities such 
as clay shooting, a jump 
castle, and a barbecue.
The clay shoot will be at 

Rocky Knoll Sporting Clays 
at 2899 Milford Dairy Road, 
Abbeville, and the barbe-
cue at Matt Cox’s Barn at 
49 Highway 185 South, 
Donalds, according to an 
Erskine sports website.
At the barbecue, fans will 

be able to take part in a silent 

auction and interact with 
some Fleet football players.
As was the case last year,  

Erskine will play its home 
games at  Greenwood High 
School during the 2022 
season.
The Fleet, which finished 

its  2021 season with a 3-8 
record, added 30 players 
on National Signing Day, 
according to the Erskine 
sports website.
Erskine discontinued its 

football program in the 
1950s before reviving it 
several years ago.
For more information, visit 

erskinesports.com



Classifieds

25% 
Off!

Sale on All            
Wood Burning Stoves                                               

435 ByPass 72 NW | Greenwood, SC | (864) 223-1660

& Gas Logs

NO SHADE

Licensed

Free Estimates

Tree removal, trimming,
Underbrushing, stump grinding,

Bush hogging, etc.

TREE SERVICE

Jeff Price 

NO 

tree

too

tall,

NO

job

too

small
(864) 446-8842
(864) 378-6077

Stan the Handyman

Call (864) 378-4423

• Home Remodel • Room additions • Carpentry
• Dry Wall • Windows • Doors • Roofs 
• Decks • Vinyl siding 
• Other small jobs

(864) 378-4423 
(864) 446-2705

Experienced Handyman specializing in:

ANYTIME  DRYWALL
Call Bryan Langley at 864-992-0057

Specializing in Ceiling Texture Removal & 
Painting, Water Damage, Drywall Repair, 
Wallpaper Removal, Skimming, Hanging, 
Finishing & All Repairs. 

Serving the Lakelands Area

Licensed & Insured
6/5;52t

SANDBLASTING 
OF THE 

CAROLINAS, LLC

Marlin Overholt

864-378-1604

FREE ESTIMATES

Bowen Painting
Interior-Exterior
20 Years Experience

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Rickey Bowen
864-379-3476

tfc

Senior Living Apartments
For those 62+

(Rent based on income)
WOODVIEW APARTMENTS

1 Woodview Lane, Abbeville, SC
864-459-4409

One bedroom apartments available

6/
16
tfc

Accepting Applications
1 and 2 bedroom apartments

RENT BASED ON INCOME
Located at 104 Oakland Avenue, Abbeville

Appliances, water and sewer included

Call 864-366-9258
Equal Housing Opportunity, Handicap Accessible 3/

10
tfc

ABBEvIllE ARMS ApARTMENTSHIGDON’S
Septic Cleaning Service, LLC

379-8900
Special izing in Septic 
Tank and Grease Trap 

Pumping/Cleaning

Serving Abbevil le County & 
surrounding areas.

Kendall Swartzentruber - Owner/Operator 10/4;tfc

Home Improvement
SCHWARTZ

• Vinyl Railing • Vinyl Boxing & Siding
• Seamless Gutters
• Leafguard
• Replacement Windows
• Sunrooms/Screenrooms
• Decks
• Bathrooms
• Floor Bracing
• Church Steeple Restoration

Call David for all your
home improvement

needs at 864-378-4652,  
379-8486

42 Years Experience - Licensed, Bonded & Insured

B u s i n e s s / S e r v i c e  Director yList 
     With Us       
           Today

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children. 
Accepting Trucks, Motorcycles 
& RVs, too! Fast Free Pickup 
– Running or Not - 24 Hour 
Response - Maximum Tax 
Donation - Call (888) 515-3810 

                                            3/23;sw

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  844-524-2197 
                        3/23;sw

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-397-
7030 www.dental50plus.com/60 
#6258                       3/23;sw

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Become 
a Medical Office Professional 
online at CTI!  Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 855-965-0799 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET).                        3/23;sw

INTERNET/TV

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-855-724-
3001.                                            3/23;sw

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 12months. 
Stream on 20 devices at once 
in your home. HBO Max FREE 
for 1 yr (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) Call for more details 
today! (some restrictions ap-
ply) Call IVS 1-855-237-9741.  
3/23;sw

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment anywhere. 
One year of HBO Max FREE. 
Directv is #1 in Customer 
Satisfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 1-844-
624-1107.                                     3/23;sw

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devic-
es. Call today! 1-877-542-0759  
                3/23;sw

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 1-877-649-
9469.                3/23;sw

FOR SALE
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!  
844-254-3873                             3/23;sw

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! CALL 
1-855-928-2915                             3/23;sw

Prepare for power outages with 
a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down 
+ Low Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power 
outage: 1-844-775-0366                                            

                                                              3/23;sw

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-888-655-2175                      3/23;sw

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
875-2449.                  3/23;sw

U p  t o  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  o f 
GUARANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance 
Company - 855-837-7719 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/scan  3/23;sw

Business for Sale - Aiken/N. 
Augusta. High income potential. 
Recoup investment in 2 years 
with existing clients. Owner 
financing available, 615-406-
2605.                            3/23tfnc

BUSINESS

REAL ESTATE
For Lease - Warehouse space, 
2200 sq. ft., located in Abbev-
ille - $400.00 per month. Call 
366-2500.                   11/25tfc

For Sale - We Buy Houses and 
Land. Need to sell fast? Cash 
paid. 864-378-0308.            7/2;tfc

ADVERTISE YOUR VACA-
TION PROPERTY FOR RENT 
OR SALE to more than 2.1 mil-
lion S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified ad will 
appear in 99 S.C. newspapers 
for only $375. Call Randall 
Savely at the South Carolina 
Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.              3/23;sw

GOLD/SILVER
Cash Paid for Gold and Silver 
- Silver coins 1964 and earlier.  
We also pay cash for Sterling 
Silverware. Call 864-378-
7420.                 7/4tfc

Visit us online!
www.thepressandbanner.com

(864) 366-5461 • 107 W. Pickens St. Abbeville, SC

Search for “The Press & Banner” on Facebook

Never clean your gutters again! 
Affordable, professionally 
installed gutter guards protect 
your gutters and home from 
debris and leaves forever! For a 
FREE Quote call: 877-324-3132
                 3/23;sw

Need someone to feed/walk 
your dog or feed your cat/take 
care of litter? Call 864-366-5461 
and ask for Amanda. References 
available upon request. No 
boarding or overnight stays. 
Price negotiable.                          3/9;tfc

PET SITTING

Tuesday, March 29, 2022 is 
the last day to redeem winning 
tickets in the following South 
Carolina Education Lottery 
Instant Games: (SC1314) 
SUPER CROSSWORD                    
               3/23;sw

• Seamless Gutters    • Gutter Guards
• Soffit and Fascia       • French Drains

• Underground Drains

Joe Yoder 864-828-2383
premiergutterservice@icloud.com

3/16;18tc
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