
S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

1 6 7  N  G R E E N  S T ,  C H I C A G O ,  I L  6 0 6 0 7

THE IDEAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION

CELEBRATES THE 30TH

T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N  B E G I N S  A T  N O O N

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

http://idealfoundation1906.org/






S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

The IDeal Education Foundation extends its
sincere appreciation to our esteemed
sponsors for their generous contributions to
both the foundation and our gala. Your
support plays a vital role in advancing our
mission and making a meaningful impact.

THANK YOU!!!THANK YOU!!!

BLUE DOOR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERBLUE DOOR NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER

INGREDIONINGREDION

WALDO JOHNSONWALDO JOHNSON

JOHN W.LEE IIIJOHN W.LEE III

http://idealfoundation1906.org/






















FOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATEDFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!





FOR OVER 30 YEARS OFFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TODEDICATED SERVICE TO

YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!

FOR OVER 30 YEARS OFFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TODEDICATED SERVICE TO

YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!



FOR OVER 30 YEARS OFFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TODEDICATED SERVICE TO

YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!

FOR OVER 30 YEARS OFFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TODEDICATED SERVICE TO

YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!





FOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATEDFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!











FOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATEDFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!

FOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATEDFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!SERVICE TO YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!

FOR OVER 30 YEARS OFFOR OVER 30 YEARS OF
DEDICATED SERVICE TODEDICATED SERVICE TO

YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!YOUTH AND YOUNG PEOPLE!

CONGRATULATIONS!!!CONGRATULATIONS!!!



M A S O N  M I C O U

W H I T N E Y  Y O U N G

M A G N E T  H S  

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

D O N T E  A N D  

K U I A N A  C L E A V E S

S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R GI D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


F A R U Q  G A J I

N O R T H E A S T E R N

I L L I N O I S

U N I V E R S I T Y

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

E D D I E  J O N E S

M E M O R I A L

S C H O L A R S H I P  

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R GI D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


C A R L I N  H E N R Y

L E O  C A T H O L I C  

H I G H  S C H O O L

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I N G R E D I O N  I N C .  

S T E M  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R GI D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


C O N N E R  S H E L T O N
B U T L E R  C O L L E G E  P R E P

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N

F O U N D A T I O N

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


D A Y O  B A B A T U N D E
N O R T H W E S T E R N

U N I V E R S I T Y

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N

F O U N D A T I O N

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R GI D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

J O S H U A  S M I T H
L E O  C A T H O L I C  

H I G H  S C H O O L

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N

F O U N D A T I O N

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


K A R I M  H A S S A N
K E N W O O D  A C A D E M Y

H I G H  S C H O O L  

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N

F O U N D A T I O N

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R GI D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


L O R D A N  B L A C K
L E O  C A T H O L I C  

H I G H  S C H O O L

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N

F O U N D A T I O N

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


O M A R I  K A M A L  J R .
L I N D B L O M  M A T H  &

S C I E N C E  A C A D E M Y

I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N

F O U N D A T I O N

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


E V A N  B A T S O N
W H I T N E Y  Y O U N G

M A G N E T  H S

P A Y N E - G R A H A M

&  H A R D I N G

M L K  S C H O L A R S H I P

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

S C H O L A R S H I P  A W A R D E E

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

CARMICHAEL LEWIS

THE JAYLEN BURNS GUARDIANS
AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE AWARD

HONORS COMMUNITY AWARDEE

S A T U R D A Y ,  F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5

T H E  I D E A L  E D U C A T I O N  F O U N D A T I O N  C E L E B R A T E S  T H E  3 0 T H

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


Carmichael Lewis is a Chicago police officer, life coach, author,Carmichael Lewis is a Chicago police officer, life coach, author,
screenplay writer, and community leader dedicated to empoweringscreenplay writer, and community leader dedicated to empowering
young people and strengthening the relationship between youthyoung people and strengthening the relationship between youth
and law enforcement. A proud Chicago native, he overcame earlyand law enforcement. A proud Chicago native, he overcame early
challenges— including arrests and academic setbacks—to become achallenges— including arrests and academic setbacks—to become a
force for transformation. With over 15 years in law enforcement,force for transformation. With over 15 years in law enforcement,
he is committed to public safety and holds a Master’s in Publiche is committed to public safety and holds a Master’s in Public
Safety Administration and a Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice. HisSafety Administration and a Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice. His
dedication has earned him several Life-Saving Awards and Thededication has earned him several Life-Saving Awards and The
Superintendent Award of Valor.Superintendent Award of Valor.

As the Founder and Executive Director of Youth & Blue United Inc.,As the Founder and Executive Director of Youth & Blue United Inc.,
Carmichael works to bridge the gap between law enforcement andCarmichael works to bridge the gap between law enforcement and
urban youths through mentorship, leadership development, andurban youths through mentorship, leadership development, and
innovative programs. His organization prioritizes keeping studentsinnovative programs. His organization prioritizes keeping students
in school by offering alternatives to suspension and detentionin school by offering alternatives to suspension and detention
through The Pivot Program: Redirecting Students for Excellence &through The Pivot Program: Redirecting Students for Excellence &
Transformation, a diversion initiative that provides guidance ratherTransformation, a diversion initiative that provides guidance rather
than punishment. Additionally, Ignite Your Purpose is athan punishment. Additionally, Ignite Your Purpose is a
transformative program designed to inspire and empower youthstransformative program designed to inspire and empower youths
through mentorship, leadership development, and personal growththrough mentorship, leadership development, and personal growth
opportunities. Through these initiatives, Youth & Blue Unitedopportunities. Through these initiatives, Youth & Blue United
fosters trust, collaboration, and lasting change among young peoplefosters trust, collaboration, and lasting change among young people
and law enforcement.and law enforcement.

Beyond his career, Carmichael is deeply involved in schools,Beyond his career, Carmichael is deeply involved in schools,
churches and detentionchurches and detention
centers, using his experiences to inspire and uplift the nextcenters, using his experiences to inspire and uplift the next
generation. His mission is to ensure that every young person hasgeneration. His mission is to ensure that every young person has
the support, mentorship, and resources needed to succeed."the support, mentorship, and resources needed to succeed."

Linktr.ee: Linktr.ee: https://linktr.ee/carmichaellewishttps://linktr.ee/carmichaellewis
Website: Website: https://youthandblueunited.org/https://youthandblueunited.org/
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Dar’tavous Dorsey is a lifelong Chicagoan and the DirectorDar’tavous Dorsey is a lifelong Chicagoan and the Director
of Strategic Partnerships and Community Engagement at theof Strategic Partnerships and Community Engagement at the
University of Chicago’s Crime Lab and Education Lab. WithUniversity of Chicago’s Crime Lab and Education Lab. With
over 20 years of experience advocating for youth of color, heover 20 years of experience advocating for youth of color, he
specializes in social-emotional learning, restorativespecializes in social-emotional learning, restorative
practices, youth intervention, and mentoring.practices, youth intervention, and mentoring.  

He is the CEO & Lead Consultant of Dorsey Strategies &He is the CEO & Lead Consultant of Dorsey Strategies &
Advisory Firm, LLC, and the Founder of the E.Y.E. LEADAdvisory Firm, LLC, and the Founder of the E.Y.E. LEAD
Foundation, which provides leadership opportunities andFoundation, which provides leadership opportunities and
resources for young men of color, focusing on violenceresources for young men of color, focusing on violence
prevention, youth homelessness, and academic and careerprevention, youth homelessness, and academic and career
readiness.readiness.  

Dar’tavous serves as the External Affairs and CommitteeDar’tavous serves as the External Affairs and Committee
Chair for the Gun Violence Prevention Expo with Strides forChair for the Gun Violence Prevention Expo with Strides for
Peace Organization and sits on several advisory boards,Peace Organization and sits on several advisory boards,
including the State of Illinois Children and Family Servicesincluding the State of Illinois Children and Family Services
Advisory Council and COPA. His work has been featured inAdvisory Council and COPA. His work has been featured in
Chicago Sun-Times, WGN, ABC7, CBS, NBC, Politico, BetterChicago Sun-Times, WGN, ABC7, CBS, NBC, Politico, Better
Government Association, and NBA Voices Champions.Government Association, and NBA Voices Champions.  

He is a WVON 40 Under 40 Game Changer recipient, aHe is a WVON 40 Under 40 Game Changer recipient, a
proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and 100proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. and 100
Black Men, Inc., and actively involved in multiple communityBlack Men, Inc., and actively involved in multiple community
ventures. In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with hisventures. In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his
village, mentoring, running, cycling, and caring for his dogs.village, mentoring, running, cycling, and caring for his dogs.
Committed to uplifting communities, he continues to driveCommitted to uplifting communities, he continues to drive
change through advocacy, leadership, and strategicchange through advocacy, leadership, and strategic
partnerships.partnerships.  
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The Resident Association of Greater Englewood (R.A.G.E.)The Resident Association of Greater Englewood (R.A.G.E.)
is a resident-led organization dedicated to uplifting andis a resident-led organization dedicated to uplifting and
transforming Englewood through grassroots initiativestransforming Englewood through grassroots initiatives
focused on Youth Development, Economic Justice, andfocused on Youth Development, Economic Justice, and
Civic Engagement & Empowerment. Through programs likeCivic Engagement & Empowerment. Through programs like
the Re-Up Our Future (ROF) Program, created andthe Re-Up Our Future (ROF) Program, created and
implemented in 2021, the Re-Up Our Future Scholarshipimplemented in 2021, the Re-Up Our Future Scholarship
has provided over 65 scholarships to Englewood scholarshas provided over 65 scholarships to Englewood scholars
pursuing higher education. Scholars also receivepursuing higher education. Scholars also receive
mentorship and leadership training, ensuring they have thementorship and leadership training, ensuring they have the
resources and support needed for academic andresources and support needed for academic and
professional success. The Re-Up Economic Upliftmentprofessional success. The Re-Up Economic Upliftment
Program focuses on bridging economic disparities byProgram focuses on bridging economic disparities by
providing financial literacy education, workforceproviding financial literacy education, workforce
development, and entrepreneurial support to residents,development, and entrepreneurial support to residents,
helping them achieve financial stability and growth.helping them achieve financial stability and growth.  

The R.A.G.E. Ambassadors Program empowers communityThe R.A.G.E. Ambassadors Program empowers community
members with leadership development and advocacymembers with leadership development and advocacy
training, fostering civic engagement and collective action.training, fostering civic engagement and collective action.
Additionally, R.A.G.E. spearheads initiatives such as BuyAdditionally, R.A.G.E. spearheads initiatives such as Buy
the Block, equipping aspiring homeowners and landlordsthe Block, equipping aspiring homeowners and landlords
with financial literacy and real estate knowledge towith financial literacy and real estate knowledge to
promote generational wealth within Englewood. With apromote generational wealth within Englewood. With a
block-by-block approach, R.A.G.E. mobilizes residents,block-by-block approach, R.A.G.E. mobilizes residents,
connects businesses, and implements transformativeconnects businesses, and implements transformative
programs that create lasting impact, making Englewood aprograms that create lasting impact, making Englewood a
model of community-driven change.model of community-driven change.
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Lekeya Shearrill-Powell has a BA in TheatreLekeya Shearrill-Powell has a BA in Theatre
Education from Illinois State University and aEducation from Illinois State University and a
Master of Arts in Teaching from RooseveltMaster of Arts in Teaching from Roosevelt
University. She began her career in education asUniversity. She began her career in education as
a second-grade teacher, creating songs anda second-grade teacher, creating songs and
dances to teach concepts in Language Arts,dances to teach concepts in Language Arts,
Math, Science, and Social Studies.Math, Science, and Social Studies.

Five years later, she founded Keys2broadwayFive years later, she founded Keys2broadway
Educational Theatre company to removeEducational Theatre company to remove
logistical barriers preventing elementary andlogistical barriers preventing elementary and
middle school students from receiving artsmiddle school students from receiving arts
programming. Keys2broadway partnered withprogramming. Keys2broadway partnered with
schools to provide quality onsite after-schoolschools to provide quality onsite after-school
Arts programming to every interested 3rd - 8thArts programming to every interested 3rd - 8th
grade student, ultimately serving over 500grade student, ultimately serving over 500
students per year from 2014 - 2020.students per year from 2014 - 2020.  

Lekeya is currently a Theatre Teacher at RyderLekeya is currently a Theatre Teacher at Ryder
Math and Science Specialty school and is onceMath and Science Specialty school and is once
again immersing students in the transformativeagain immersing students in the transformative
power of the arts.power of the arts.  
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The African American engineering students who came to Purdue University in theThe African American engineering students who came to Purdue University in the
early 1970s were small in number, but they came with big dreams. The Civil Rightsearly 1970s were small in number, but they came with big dreams. The Civil Rights
Movement had brought progress but also unfulfilled promises of social and economicMovement had brought progress but also unfulfilled promises of social and economic
equality. Aspiring Black Engineers at Purdue wanted to see more of their people andequality. Aspiring Black Engineers at Purdue wanted to see more of their people and
their communities empowered by knowledge of STEM.their communities empowered by knowledge of STEM.

Purdue undergraduates Edward Barnette Jr. and Fred Cooper teamed with theirPurdue undergraduates Edward Barnette Jr. and Fred Cooper teamed with their
faculty advisor, Arthur Bond, Ph.D., to launch a campus organization, the Blackfaculty advisor, Arthur Bond, Ph.D., to launch a campus organization, the Black
Society of Engineers (BSE), in 1971. For the next four years, the work of this studentSociety of Engineers (BSE), in 1971. For the next four years, the work of this student
group helped significantly increase the recruitment and retention of Blackgroup helped significantly increase the recruitment and retention of Black
engineering scholars at Purdue.engineering scholars at Purdue.

In 1973, under the leadership of six close-knit Purdue engineering students fromIn 1973, under the leadership of six close-knit Purdue engineering students from
Chicago — Edward A. Coleman, Anthony Harris, Brian Harris, Stanley L. Kirtley, JohnChicago — Edward A. Coleman, Anthony Harris, Brian Harris, Stanley L. Kirtley, John
W. Logan Jr. and George A. Smith — the BSE changed its name to the Society of BlackW. Logan Jr. and George A. Smith — the BSE changed its name to the Society of Black
Engineers (SBE) and a year later launched an effort to create a national organizationEngineers (SBE) and a year later launched an effort to create a national organization
to increase the number of Blacks in the engineering profession across the U.S. Lettersto increase the number of Blacks in the engineering profession across the U.S. Letters
of invitation mailed nationwide by the SBE drew 134 students from 28 schools to aof invitation mailed nationwide by the SBE drew 134 students from 28 schools to a
gathering on April 10–12, 1975, at Purdue, where the National Society of Blackgathering on April 10–12, 1975, at Purdue, where the National Society of Black
Engineers (NSBE) was established.Engineers (NSBE) was established.

VisionVision
We envision a world in which engineering is a mainstream word in homes andWe envision a world in which engineering is a mainstream word in homes and
communities of color, and all Black students can envision themselves as engineers. Incommunities of color, and all Black students can envision themselves as engineers. In
this world, Blacks exceed parity in entering engineering fields, earning degrees, andthis world, Blacks exceed parity in entering engineering fields, earning degrees, and
succeeding professionally.succeeding professionally.

Who We AreWho We Are
A beacon of excellence, the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) stands as oneA beacon of excellence, the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) stands as one
of the largest student-governed organizations based in the U.S. NSBE champions theof the largest student-governed organizations based in the U.S. NSBE champions the
dreams and ambitions of collegiate and pre-collegiate students, as well as technicaldreams and ambitions of collegiate and pre-collegiate students, as well as technical
professionals, in engineering and technology fields. Boasting more than 700 chaptersprofessionals, in engineering and technology fields. Boasting more than 700 chapters
and a membership exceeding 24,000 around the globe, NSBE advances a criticaland a membership exceeding 24,000 around the globe, NSBE advances a critical
mission: “to increase the number of culturally responsible Black Engineers who excelmission: “to increase the number of culturally responsible Black Engineers who excel
academically, succeed professionally, and positively impact the community.”academically, succeed professionally, and positively impact the community.”

With a legacy spanning 50 years, NSBE has birthed countless businesses, empoweredWith a legacy spanning 50 years, NSBE has birthed countless businesses, empowered
corporate leaders, moved multitudes of engineers to graduation, and enriched STEMcorporate leaders, moved multitudes of engineers to graduation, and enriched STEM
education for hundreds of thousands of K–12 students worldwide. In essence, NSBEeducation for hundreds of thousands of K–12 students worldwide. In essence, NSBE
members, chapters, and supporters are fervently committed to shaping a brightermembers, chapters, and supporters are fervently committed to shaping a brighter
future where Black excellence reigns supreme.future where Black excellence reigns supreme.
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Onjalique Clark is a Health Science Advisor and NorthOnjalique Clark is a Health Science Advisor and North
Central Region Advisory Board member for OtsukaCentral Region Advisory Board member for Otsuka
Pharmaceuticals, with over 20 years of experience. ShePharmaceuticals, with over 20 years of experience. She
has a sincere passion for improving lives throughhas a sincere passion for improving lives through
education and mental health. This role affords hereducation and mental health. This role affords her
these opportunities to have a positive effect on thethese opportunities to have a positive effect on the
quality of patient lives. Charity and philanthropy arequality of patient lives. Charity and philanthropy are
also core values for Onjalique that know no boundaries.also core values for Onjalique that know no boundaries.
Whether from her early days in Girl Scouts, or as aWhether from her early days in Girl Scouts, or as a
tutor and University Ambassador, or her othertutor and University Ambassador, or her other
extensive volunteer partnerships, she continuesextensive volunteer partnerships, she continues
dedicated service that helps to support, train anddedicated service that helps to support, train and
develop the local community.develop the local community.    

Additionally, she is part of a global Alliance of WomenAdditionally, she is part of a global Alliance of Women
who donate supplies to deprived health centers inwho donate supplies to deprived health centers in
Sierra Leone, as well as books, shoes and scholarshipsSierra Leone, as well as books, shoes and scholarships
to children in Ghana. Finally, as a thirty-nine-yearto children in Ghana. Finally, as a thirty-nine-year
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., initiatedmember of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., initiated
at Cornell University in 1986, she’s held numerousat Cornell University in 1986, she’s held numerous
leadership positions in her local graduate chapter, andleadership positions in her local graduate chapter, and
served on Regional and International committees.served on Regional and International committees.
Onjalique’s greatest joys are mentoring, communityOnjalique’s greatest joys are mentoring, community
service and creating meaningful impacts on the lives ofservice and creating meaningful impacts on the lives of
others, at home and abroad!others, at home and abroad!

I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

http://idealfoundation1906.org/


I D E A L F O U N D A T I O N 1 9 0 6 . O R G

KESHA HAMMOND

HOPEFUL MINDS ADVOCACY AWARD
HONORS COMMUNITY AWARDEE
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Kesha Hammond currently serves as aKesha Hammond currently serves as a
manager at the Blue Doormanager at the Blue Door
Neighborhood Center℠ in PullmanNeighborhood Center℠ in Pullman
and Morgan Park. BDNC℠ is Blueand Morgan Park. BDNC℠ is Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois’ firstCross and Blue Shield of Illinois’ first
community-based wellness center. Incommunity-based wellness center. In
her role, she leads a team in theher role, she leads a team in the
strategic planning andstrategic planning and
implementation of health andimplementation of health and
wellness programs. With a master’s inwellness programs. With a master’s in
public health and counseling, Kesha ispublic health and counseling, Kesha is
in the final stages of completing herin the final stages of completing her
doctorate in community care anddoctorate in community care and
counseling, with an emphasis incounseling, with an emphasis in
pastoral counseling. Kesha is also apastoral counseling. Kesha is also a
licensed clinical professionallicensed clinical professional
counselor and owner of Ascendcounselor and owner of Ascend
Counseling & Wellness, Inc.Counseling & Wellness, Inc.
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UNSUNG HERO AWARD
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Aaron Rucker is a dedicated educator, veteran, retiredAaron Rucker is a dedicated educator, veteran, retired
Chicago police officer, and community advocate with aChicago police officer, and community advocate with a
lifelong commitment to service and leadership. Born andlifelong commitment to service and leadership. Born and
raised in Chicago’s West Pullman and Roselandraised in Chicago’s West Pullman and Roseland
neighborhoods, he developed resilience, persistence, and aneighborhoods, he developed resilience, persistence, and a
deep appreciation for education from an early age. Afterdeep appreciation for education from an early age. After
earning multiple degrees, including a doctorate from Setonearning multiple degrees, including a doctorate from Seton
Hall University, he built a career in education and currentlyHall University, he built a career in education and currently
serves as Principal of William H. Ryder Math and Scienceserves as Principal of William H. Ryder Math and Science
Academy.Academy.

A decorated Army veteran, Aaron has demonstratedA decorated Army veteran, Aaron has demonstrated
leadership in both military and civilian life, mentoring andleadership in both military and civilian life, mentoring and
promoting future leaders. His service also includes years aspromoting future leaders. His service also includes years as
an officer with the Chicago Police Department, where hean officer with the Chicago Police Department, where he
worked to protect and serve his community. His passionworked to protect and serve his community. His passion
for service extends to caring for his mother, who suffered afor service extends to caring for his mother, who suffered a
stroke in 2018, inspiring him to advocate for elder care andstroke in 2018, inspiring him to advocate for elder care and
volunteer as a caregiver.volunteer as a caregiver.

Happily married, Aaron is a devoted husband and father toHappily married, Aaron is a devoted husband and father to
a son and daughter. As he approaches retirement, his focusa son and daughter. As he approaches retirement, his focus
remains on health, family, and making a lasting impact onremains on health, family, and making a lasting impact on
his community. A proud member of Alpha Phi Alphahis community. A proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., he continues his lifelong mission ofFraternity, Inc., he continues his lifelong mission of
scholarship, service, and brotherhood, earning the respectscholarship, service, and brotherhood, earning the respect
of his peers as a true “brother’s brother.”of his peers as a true “brother’s brother.”
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THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  TRUSTEES
CHAIRMAN
MARCUS A. PAYNE

TREASURER
TERRANCE YOUNG

TRUSTEE
EVERETT FONEY

TRUSTEE
DR. KEITH MCGEE

TRUSTEE
ANTHONY Q. SARTIN

TRUSTEE
DONALD RAMSEY

CORPORATE
PARTNERSHIPS
PAUL MURRAY

VICE - CHAIRMAN
REV. JAMES FLINT

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
ALEJANDRO YOUNG

SECRETARY
ANTHONY FRAZIER JR.

TRUSTEE
CORTEZ L. WATKINS

TRUSTEE
CHAVEZ D. EPPS

TRUSTEE
JOSEPH CHARLES

PROGRAM MANAGER 
OF EVENTS
NICK CONLEY
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