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Thanks, guys! Winchelsea
shoppers always linger a little longer
when you are in town

Shoppers were entertained in the village outside Cozy Crumb Café last
Friday by trio Mick from Colac playing the banjo, and Torquay residents
Geoff (harmonica) and Herc (guitar). They meet in Winchelsea as it is a
good central point to have a jam session. The friends don’t have a regular
schedule so have called their group ‘Ad Hoc’!

They play and sing jolly songs including Blues, Bluegrass and Country
and Western genres. If you would like to hire them (for weddings, parties,
anything!) call Mick Fenton on 0418 521 519.

Thanks men, see you next time you are in town!

Story and photo Judy Cameron
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1 Letters to

4 the Editor

Thank you for your support in 2025

Hello

A big thank you to from the team at Women’s Health and
Wellbeing Barwon South West for your support in covering issues
of women’s health, gender equality and the prevention of violence
against women.

We look forward to working with you in 2026!

Emily
Women’s Health and Wellbeing Barwon South West

Hi,
Thanks for the wonderful feature you did on Christmas 2025 -
your support is greatly appreciated.

Warm Regards
Elaine Atkinson

Hi all

Thanks for all you do and | hope everyone got well deserved
break.

Cheers
Julie Johnson
Winchelsea Bowls

A huge thank you goes to The Star for its continued support and
sponsorship.

Tara Quin
Winchelsea Health Club

Hello!

Thanks so much for publishing the first week of ‘Cooks Corner’
last week.

Alice Cloake




Congratulations! Phyllis Clissold iO

Cindy Longley

Congratulations to Phyllis Clissold, who celebrated her 100th
birthday surrounded by family and friends at Hesse Rural
Health on 17 December.

Phyllis and her family would like to extend their heartfelt
thanks to Graeme for the delightful drive around Winchelsea
in his beautiful car, and to the exceptional staff at Hesse Rural
Health, who consistently go above and beyond to make each
day such an enjoyable one.

What a lovely smile from our latest octogenarian, Phyllis,
who turned 100 on December 17th, 2025

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB

In conjunction with

TRAIN :
T Winchelsea
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/& At Winchelsea Primary School Grounds
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~ Enquiries: Alan 0476 475 422

fﬁl&@ D &ﬁ
& |

FREE EVENT
AUSTRALIA DAY
c* 2026 3

CONNEWARRE WETLAND CENTRE,
605 LAKE RD, CONNEWARRE, VICTORIA

Australio Day

EXPLORE
BUGS &
SPIDERS

LIVE MUSIC

MONDAY JANUARY 26
10AM TO 4PM

BOOK voun FREE TICKET NO!
SOFT PLAY

ECO TOURS
TONEARBY
WETLANDS

TATTOOS

(]

WETLANDS ENVIRONMENTAL TASKFORCE Assiates dlyn Australlan Gover hrough Lhe National Australia
y Councll
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Winchelsea Sparkles

People’s Choice Award Winner
announced for Twinkle Trees on Main

Elaine Atkinson

Guess who won the ‘People’s Choice Award’ for the best
decorated of our Christmas trees? Harvey Kirk, of course

Winchelsea’s Twinkle Trees on Main has crowned its People’s
Choice Award winner, with local favourite Harvey Kirk taking out
the title for his vibrant Pokémon-themed tree.

A total of 357 people cast their votes, with Harvey’s creative
display proving the favourite among visitors, community members
and travellers alike. Many took the time to provide positive
feedback, praising the imagination, colour and joy the trees
brought to Main Street throughout the festive season.

Winner ‘People’s Choice Award’ Harvey Kirk
and sponsor Terry White Chemist Winchelsea

Harvey was thrilled to receive the People’s Choice Award Gift
Hamper, generously donated by Terry White Chemist Winchelsea.
A trusted local pharmacy, Terry White Chemist has supported the
Winchelsea community for many years, providing reliable health
services with a personal touch. For many locals, they are more than
just a pharmacy — they are caring friends who know you by name.

In a light-hearted moment that captured the spirit of the project,
Harvey shared that he learned something new along the way.
“I didn’t even know what the word ‘hamper’ meant until | won
one,” he said, clearly delighted by the experience. With the
encouragement of his family, Harvey’s excitement has sparked
curiosity about what creative ideas might emerge next year.

The Twinkle Trees initiative was made possible through a $900
grant from Community Bank Winchelsea & District, whose
ongoing support of local projects continues to strengthen
community connection. Sincere thanks are also extended to the
Winchelsea Men’s Shed, whose members crafted the trees and
helped turn a simple idea into a festive street scape feature.

This year’s project was delivered in collaboration with Growing
Winchelsea, and the benefits have extended well beyond the
decorations themselves. Feedback has already been received
from families who did not participate this year but are eager to be

involved next year, with many already planning themes and ideas.

The Twinkle Trees can now be collected by participants who have
been invited to collect and store their tree and begin thinking
about what new and creative designs they might use in 2026.
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There are also exciting plans to extend Twinkle Trees next year,
with hopes of lining even more of Main Street. Ideas are already
flowing. “What’s your thinking about next year’s tree?” said Elaine
Atkinson. “I'm thinking about an angel.”

With strong community support, growing interest, and plenty of
imagination, Twinkle Trees on Main is shaping up to become a
much-loved Winchelsea tradition for years to come.

For additional information or to offer help contact:
Elaine Atkinson
0458009616 eatkinson048@gmail

Community Survey underway -
Help us shape Christmas in
Winchelsea 2026

Elaine Atkinson

The Christmas in Winchelsea 2025 Community Survey has been
posted online, inviting residents to share their feedback and ideas
to help shape future celebrations.

The survey focuses on what the community enjoyed about
Christmas in Winchelsea 2025, what could be improved, and
what new ideas or initiatives people would like to see introduced
in 2026. Feedback will directly guide planning by a small but
dedicated group of local volunteers.

“Christmas in Winchelsea has been built by the community, for
the community,” said Elaine Atkinson, Coordinator. “We’re a small
but committed band of helpers, and community feedback will help
us focus our efforts on what matters most.”

The survey gives community members the opportunity to:

*  Reflect on what worked well in Christmas 2025

. Suggest improvements or new ideas for 2026

. Indicate interest in helping or supporting future activities

The survey is open now and will close on 2 February 2026.
It takes only a few minutes to complete.

Complete the survey here: https://forms.gle/
f64SWKta3FgQF GGB8

All responses will help ensure Christmas in Winchelsea

2026 continues to reflect local values, creativity, community
involvement and build on the strong community spirit that was
reflected in 2025.

For more information contact
Elaine Atkinson
0458009616 eatkinson048@gmail.com

Y,

‘Winchelsea Sparkles’ Christmas posters


https://forms.gle/f64SWKta3FgQFGGB8
https://forms.gle/f64SWKta3FgQFGGB8
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Winchelsea Sparkles

Christmas Market and Carols by the Barwon
deliver community spirit and strong support for local vendors

Elaine Atkinson

New planning starts for Christmas 2026 after a very
successful Christmas market and Carols night last year

The recent Christmas Market and Carols celebration, a
collaboration with Growing Winchelsea, proved to be a
resounding success, highlighting the strength, creativity and
generosity of our local community.

8

2 favourite mugs dpots Rocks Manda Anstee
Despite a chilly and rainy Carols evening, spirits remained
high, and by market day the weather cleared beautifully,
welcoming families and visitors to enjoy the festivities. Food
vendors in particular reported outstanding results at both
events, with many selling out early — a clear sign of strong
community support and engagement.

A special highlight was the Hidden EIf on the Shelf activity,
which delighted 50 participating children, adding a sense
of magic and adventure for families. Well-known performer
Finbar kept crowds entertained with his guitar, creating a
warm and joyful atmosphere throughout the day.

Stallholders provided overwhelmingly positive feedback, praising:

e Strong community turnout

»  Effective promotion

*  Quality entertainment

«  Afamily-friendly environment that adds real value
to a community market

Honeysticks Woodturner

Float’N’Cafe Bert

These elements together reinforced the idea that a successful
market is not just about shopping, but about connection,
experience and celebration.

Looking ahead to 2026

Planning is already underway for 2026, including the
development of a structured entertainment calendar to further
enhance market days.

We also take this opportunity to farewell Fraser McCann

and Jack Henderson, whose commitment to market set-up
and pack-down has been invaluable. Their departure leaves
a significant gap, and we are now looking to develop a
roster over the next 12 months to help relieve pressure on
volunteers. If you are willing to help, we would absolutely love
to hear from you.

Celebrating More Than Stallholders

Christmas also highlighted that while variety of stallholders is
important, how we display and celebrate seasonal events
matters just as much. A wonderful idea has been proposed

to include Santa for photos, complete with a mailbox and a
Santa’s Cave — a potential collaborative project for the Men’s
Shed and local artists.

What’s coming up

There is plenty in the pipeline, including:

* An Easter celebration

* Apossible Market at a different venue on
Melbourne Cup weekend, aligning with the
Riverlee Collective’s art exhibition

*  Growing connections with the Surf Coast Arts Trail
(1-2 August) and the Otway Harvest Trail

All of this supports our broader goal: to grow the market
sustainably, strengthen partnerships, and continue building a
vibrant community hub.

Why Supporting Your Local Market Matters
Supporting a local market:

«  Strengthens the local economy

*  Supports small businesses and artisans
Builds community connections

*  Creates family-friendly experiences

*  Encourages creativity, culture and local pride

Next Market

Sunday 1 February 2026 - 9 am - 1 pm, Shire Hall

Come along, bring your family and friends, and support your
local market.

For more information or to offer help

contact Elaine Atkinson 0458009616,
email eatkinson048@gmail.com
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Heading to the Australian

Open this January?

Victoria’s Big Build works continue across the state with train disruptions on the
Ballarat, Ararat, Maryborough, Geelong and Warrnambool lines and road disruptions
on the Eastern and Princes freeways. These works could impact your journey into
Melbourne to attend the Australian Open.

[

Bacchus Marsh e
Sections of Bulleen
GLENROY Road closed
TAYLORS Mid Jan
HILL BULI:EEN
BRUNSWICK
-
Cmmm? ~—
o
FOOTSCRAY &) RICHMOND
Southern BOXHILL (g]
Cross Sections of the
Eastern Freeway
Wyndham Vale closed
[ MAI%LATDO(;\JVC\S Early Jan to early Feb
BRIGHTON
(&) &

Disruptions on the Princes Freeway
Ballarat, Ararat,

closed at Clyde Road
Maryborough, Geelong Mid J
and Warrnambool lines 'djan

Mid to late Jan

BERWICK |
Avoid delays and check before you travel VICTORIAS vom A
at bigbuild.vic.gov.au BIG|BUILD

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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‘Daz's Deadly Challenge’ was
conducted with much mirth, much
effort and a sausage sizzle for all

Tara Quin

Despite landing in the January edition of the Winchelsea
Star, Daz’s Deadly December Challenge was very much
worth the wait.

Held on a warm December morning at the Winchelsea
Football Oval, the third running of the Challenge delivered
everything it promised — grit, laughs, a few face-plants, and
a strong sense of community spirit. Eleven brave competitors
took on the course, cheered on by a solid crowd of family,
friends and curious onlookers who gathered to watch the
action unfold.

The heat added an extra layer of difficulty, but that didn’t stop
local paramedic Jai from storming home to take out the men’s
title with an impressive time of 21 minutes 38 seconds. Last
year’s champion Matt followed in second place on 25:17, with
Dylan hot on his heels just seconds later in 25:39 — proof that
every rep really did count.

In the women’s event, gym trainer Nat crossed the line first but
was ineligible for an official placing. That opened the door for
Cherie, who claimed a well-earned win in 26:24 after weeks of
consistent training and regular attendance at Thursday night
course sessions. Second place went to Angie, who tackled the
challenge without ever practising the course and still clocked

a rapid 28:41. Alicia rounded out the podium in 32:01, with the
remaining competitors all finishing within minutes of the top three.

True to Burgo tradition, the Challenge included a mystery
exercise revealed only on the day — a 50-metre sack jump
using repurposed horse feed bags. What followed was a
mix of hops, wiggles, stumbles and laughter, with several
competitors discovering that “jumping” quickly became more
of a creative shuffle.

To get into the spirit of the day, organisers and helpers donned
commando-style headbands and face paint, while Daz proudly
watched every competitor dig deep and give it their all.

Awards were presented by Neil, President of The Star, before
everyone gathered to enjoy a well-earned sausage sizzle
cooked by Shane and Pauline. One person less enthusiastic
about post-race festivities was Tom, who completed the course
while recovering from influenza and was understandably
worse for wear at the finish line. After missing out last year due
to injury, he was determined to compete — though, according
to partner Gretta, skipping breakfast and training probably
wasn’t his smartest move. There’s always next year, Tom.

With proud competitors wearing their event T-shirts and plenty
of smiles all round, the Challenge once again proved why it's
become a much-loved local event. A huge thank you goes to
The Star for its continued support and sponsorship, along with
all prize sponsors who helped make the day a success.

Daz has already started planning the next edition — which can
only mean bigger ideas and tougher surprises ahead.

Bring on 2026.

Sport and Exercise

Winchelsea Star 20 January 2026
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History & Culture

history of winchelsea

Musical Magicians: the Winchelsea Brass Band

For so long Winchelsea had its very own brass band At the end of the cricket season of 1864, a luncheon ‘of a most
royal character’ was held attended by the local cricket clubs

On the 20th Aug, 1863 a bandstand was erected outside the hosted by George Armytage, Esq. and George Beale, Esq.

Barwon Hotel, which was to become the home stage of the

Winchelsea Brass Band. The Winchelsea brass band provided some excellent music, the
musicians having been driven to the ground in Stirling’s

By 1864 the band was a central feature of most public events and leviathan horse-drawn four-wheeler.

gatherings in the township of Winchelsea.
In July of 1864 they played as an “impromptu Orchestra” at the

The day the Austin Family returned from England to Barwon “House Warming” of Hardyman’s Winchelsea Hotel, which was
Park, an enormous public celebration including a parade was across the road from Murrel’s Store.

held to welcome them home. The entire town was decorated with

streamers, garlands and bunting. Games and other events were The Geelong Advertiser described the band as “Musical

held throughout the day. The Winchelsea brass band were drivento  Magicians”, reporting that the graceful dancing of all the ladies
the Lady of the Lake Hotel by Mr William Stirling junior, the carriage ~ Was particularly admired, and the music throughout was of a
being decorated with evergreens and lively coloured bunting. “most dance-provoking nature”.

The band also officially performed at the event described in an
earlier article where the community gathered in 1864 to present
gifts and celebrate the contributions of Rev. Tanner, and again
later that year to farewell Rev. Tanner’s departure.

On Christmas morning of 1864 the band visited every home

in Winchelsea serenading residents with traditional Christmas
Carols before retiring to their own homes to celebrate with their
families.

The band existed well into the twentieth century, with a large
fundraiser being held in 1920 to raise funds for the band. Locals
provided wheat, Oats, and other local produce to be sold as part
of the fundraiser.

Harry Schroeter led the band, who raised £70 for the band. Mrs.
H. E. Warner ‘and Misses Orchard and Read had charge of the
supper arrangements. Mr. McEvitt hosted the event assisted by
Messrs. J. S. Mathison, W Boddington, Ed. Hole and A. Anderson.

In 1998, the local community erected the Rotunda outside the
Barwon Hotel, somewhere near the site of the 1863 bandstand.

Micheal P O’Dhonnabhain has lived in the
Winchelsea area since 2010.

Michael completed a Bachelor in History
and Anthropology and a Master of Cultural
Heritage at Deakin University, then went on
to complete a PhD at Federation University,
focusing on colonial and European
collections of Indigenous Australian Cultural
Heritage. Michael lectured at Federation
and Monash Universities, lecturing in

-1 World History, Folklore Studies, Indigenous
. Studies and literary studies. Michael has

. worked in museums and cultural collections
| across Victoria, and can usually be seen in
and about Winchelsea with his wolfhound.

Construction of the-current rotunda outside the Barwon Hotel
Image courtesy of Winchelsea and District Historical Society
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Zinaida Campion

Music Library at the Globe Theatre

CELEBRATING THE PAST, SHAPING THE FUTURE:
A musical archive in the Globe Theatre

My dear readers, the people of Winchelsea and surrounds,

| have an exciting proposal to put
| to the community. The centenary
| of our beloved Globe Theatre
offers a rare moment: a chance
not only to celebrate a beloved
local landmark rich in our history,
but to imagine what its next
hundred years could hold.

Globe Theatre

Anniversaries invite reflection, but they also invite renewal. The
combination of two large donations of historic music scores and
the 100th birthday of the theatre has been the catalyst for a new
and exciting project taking shape in my mind. A way that we can
honour the remarkable musicians of the past, while inspiring
future generations.

I would like to propose the establishment of a dedicated music
archive within the Globe Theatre, beginning with a remarkable
foundation: the personal music scores of sopranos Lillian Stott
and Tess McGair.

TWESTY: i

FIR0LLS &g

Lilian Stott performed alongside Dame Nellie Melba, and while
she never achieved Melba'’s level of fame, she is still well
remembered. Allister Cox, conductor of the Geelong Chorale,
donated me a beautifully curated box of her music scores, all
with her name and dates inscribed in faded ink. Just touching
those letters, dating back over 100 years, gave me such a rush
of emotion. As a soprano and an Australian, the weight of the
legacy left me speechless.

Zinaida Campion is a classical soprano, vocal coach, artist
and model raised in Winchelsea. She is an alumna of VOYCE
Victorian Opera, a Windfire Vocal Scholar, and Co President

of Geelong City Opera. She has a strong background in
languages, a love of local history, and an all-consuming passion
for promoting the arts in rural areas.

To share your stories and inspire the community, please
contact Zinaida. 0428 403 784 zinaidacampion@gmail.com

Less is known of Tess McGair, save that she was a Geelong
local, and appears to have had a healthy teaching practice

in the region. It seems her heyday was circa 1960s, where

| found her name listed in a 1969 performance with Burnside
Symphony Orchestra in Adelaide. The repertoire for the concert
included works by Donizetti, Rossini, and Mozart, some of my
own staple repertoire. Exciting to imagine that we might have
similar voices! This is corroborated by her music, now in my
possession. She was also a bel canto soprano. She worked with
Theatre Aotearoa in NZ, and even sang for the Pope! Credit for
the donation goes to Justin Gummer, who saved many of the old
books by having them rebound.

These two women, each in her own way, contributed to the
musical fabric of our region. Their scores—marked with breath
notes, phrasing decisions, interpretive markings, and the subtle
fingerprints of a singer’s lived experience—are more than paper.
They are artefacts of artistry, discipline, and the long tradition of
vocal excellence that has passed through this part of Victoria,
often unnoticed, and all but forgotten.

The idea is simple, but its potential is rich. | propose to make
these scores accessible to the public by housing them in the
Globe Theatre, on indefinite loan. The first two collections would
only be the beginning, as | am seeking to expand the library

by hunting down historic music scores and preserving them for
posterity by creating a living archive: a place where the musical
histories of Australian performers can be preserved, studied, and
appreciated. The long-term vision is to expand the collection to
the point where it becomes an attraction to the region, putting
Winchelsea on the arts map.

This proposal also carries a special
resonance because of the theatre’s
connection to one of Australia’s
most extraordinary operatic figures:
Marjorie Lawrence. Born in Deans
Marsh, spending her teen years in
Winchelsea, Lawrence rose from
rural beginnings to become one of
the great Wagnerian sopranos of the
twentieth century.

Marjorie Lawrence

Winchelsea Star 20 January 2026
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Marjorie’s career took her to Paris, the Metropolitan Opera, and
opera houses across Europe and the United States. She sang
Brinnhilde with a fearlessness that became legendary. She broke
barriers for Australian singers abroad, but she never forgot she
was a Winch girl. And even after contracting polio at the height of
her career, she continued to perform, teach, and inspire.

Let's make Marj proud!

Establishing a music library in the Globe Theatre—

an institution that has stood for a century as a gathering place for
performance—would be a fitting way to honour the artistic lineage
that connects singers like Stott, McGair, and Lawrence.

The Globe Theatre itself is an ideal home for such a project.

As it celebrates its hundredth year, the building stands as

a testament to the endurance of community arts spaces.
Generations have passed through its doors to watch plays,
concerts, film screenings, and community events. Housing an
archive would give the theatre a new dimension that complements
its existing activities and strengthens its identity as a cultural hub.

Of course, for this vision to become reality, it will require more
than enthusiasm—it will require permission. The Globe Theatre
is managed by the Surf Coast Shire, and any new use of the
space must be approved through the appropriate channels.
That's why community backing is not just helpful—it's essential.
A groundswell of local support will demonstrate that this is not
a private project, but a shared aspiration. The more voices that

speak in favour of the idea, the more likely it is to gain the formal
support it needs.

The library could begin modestly—a single display cabinet, with
the initial collection of scores properly archived. Over time, as
more materials are donated, the collection could grow into a
small museum for singers, students, historians, and anyone with
an interest in the performing arts. Talks could be built around
the collection. Visiting musicians could explore the markings

of singers who came before them. Young performers could be
connected to the region’s artistic heritage.

In this centenary year, the Globe Theatre has an opportunity to
celebrate not only its past but its future. A music library built from
the personal collections of past singers would be a gift to the next
generation—a reminder that the arts thrive when communities
choose to preserve and share their stories. It would honour

the memory of Lillian Stott and Tess McGair, and many others,
acknowledge the towering legacy of Marjorie Lawrence, and create
a space where the voices of the past can continue to resonate.

| offer this idea to the community with the hope that it sparks
conversation and support. If we can demonstrate to the Surf
Coast Shire that this is a project the community truly wants—

the Globe Theatre could begin a new chapter: one that celebrates
the singers who shaped our history and inspires those who will
shape our future.

The skills you already
have, can help you
make a positive impact
as a Prison Officer.

Discover a rewarding and secure career
as a Prison Officer. Apply now and receive
an $8,000 sign on bonus*

C_orrec_:tions
Victoria

*Conditions apply.

Authorised by the Victorian Government,
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

‘ ‘V!: ORIA
State
Government
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WM HOUSE  Winchelsea Community House Inc. sk
s _o 28 Hesse Street, PO BOX 75, WINCHELSEA, Vic. 3241
Phone: (03) 5267 2026 Email: manager@winchhouse org.an
ABN: 48 932 340 254

i e e _ — WINCHELSEA
KNITTING GROUP

;;;f%f : Thursday Mornings 10.30 -12.00
| tQ 3 Winchelsea community house.
(j //%ﬂ/ é7y"1‘9 A\ Returning Thursday 5" Feb, 2026 kj) :

All Welcome, Learn to

in the Winchelsea Shire Hall «nitorbringa project to
ifermil Starts ﬂmm Jfeya) 2@kl workonwhile you enjoy

a cuppa and a chat

cnels % Places now available in 2026 CHATTY CAFE
§ 2 @) for children over 3 yearS! Friday's 10.30am - 12.30pm from Feb 16"
R @ a [ = ‘

TLR 0 Q2° Cha,& “Sip, Chat, Share, Care”
S /Duo\' = e Winchelsea Shire Hall.
flexible c\% schﬂ“s Everyone Welcome,
Affordable ’ Gold coin donation.
Nurturing _

. TAICHI
WINCH HOusg Friday Mornings
P Winchelsea Community house /

/ l 9am - 10am

Reaching into the communi®y

$1D Per Class

03 52 672028
reception@winchhouse.org.au

practlce of slow mednatwe physncal exrclse desugned for
relaxation, balance and health suitable for all ages.

Stitch it, () winchelsea ai chi

Don’t ditch it! %GH G Cr Oche !

Wednesday's from 4™ of Feb 2026 G rou p
2 -4 Please take some time to fill out
Pm P : 45 nor parsen the community survey and share
Winchelsea Community House ‘Star Room’ Q‘ Q peip = your ideas for Winch House in
SEWING MACHINE & OVERLOCKER available. 1pm, every second Saturday 2026! Enter the link into your

browser to complete the survey:

https://forms.gle/EnrxZVTMfEPE

in the Winchelsea community house.
Bring along a craft project you'd like help with,

learn to sew, knit, crochet or repair clothing Register your interest at
and homewares yourself with the guidance of reception@winchhouse.org.au G8ap9
‘ﬁ\‘tgur knowledgeable community volun_péers. Returning Saturday 24" Jan 2026

S i,
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Garden

Garden Misadventures

Julia Holohan

If you have ever owned chooks, you can probably
relate this story

What a week of weather and mishaps in my garden this last week!

As | was diligently picking our bountiful crop of berries, my neglect
of the black currants sent them to wrack and near ruin in the
blasting heat and wind last week.

| | was so looking forward to

B their generous crop but most of
them turned to dried currants
whether they stayed on the
bush or were blown to the
@ ground. Luckily, | managed to
& salvage some for a few feeds.

Usually on days of intense heat and wind | would cover them with
an old sheet, pegging it too the bush or ground to protect them.

| reckon, even if | had, the strong winds would have blown the
sheet off and I'd be in the same situation. This makes me feel a
little less guilty.

The other attack came from our chooks, they are usually pretty
well behaved so long as we don’t leave any gates leading to the
garden open.

We plant butternut pumpkins in the veggie garden, but the
beautiful big Queensland blues take up far too much room with
their mammoth rambling. | thought I'd hit upon a great idea to
remedy this.

Last autumn | had laboriously raked, gathered and piled the
leaves into a row along the outside of our house yard fence,
leaving them to Spring when they were well composted. I'd seen
this idea on Gardening Australia some time ago and thought

I'd give it a go.

This side of the fence happens to be in the chooks foraging
paddock when we let them out of their run to forage after they’ve
laid their eggs.

This must seem like a stupid place, and it was, but | felt confident
the chooks wouldn’t get into it with the fence | had erected around
the leaves and once established the pumpkins could ramble all
they liked and my fence could be removed.

This had worked well, the chooks haven'’t tried or shown any
interest in it all those months since establishing this patch, until

| planted out my pumpkin seedlings. The chooks weedled their
way in, scratched up a storm, relished the worms etc they gobbled
down and now there’s only one sick looking seedling left!

Aaaagh, how could they, after all that time ... of course they could
and they did and it was a stupid idea, especially as I'm not a very
good fencer!

| don’t want to waste the composted leaves so I've sown some
more seeds in tubes, they’ll be very late but I'll cross my fingers.
While | wait for them to sprout, | hope Paul will help me erect a
better fence and I'll give it another go. But, maybe only one more
go and then, if that doesn’t work, I'll try and find a different spot
well away from the chooks domain next year.

Citizen science rediscovers ‘extinct’
Queensland plant after 58 years
University of NSW

Citizen Scientist platform ‘iNaturalist’ aids in citizen
scientist identifying “extinct” shrub

A plant species presumed extinct in the wild has been rediscovered
in northern Queensland—thanks to a sharp-eyed observer, a
smartphone camera, and the citizen science platform iNaturalist.

Researchers report the rediscovery of Ptilotus senarius
(Amaranthaceae), a small, slender shrub that hadn’t been recorded
since 1967 and was presumed extinct.

In June 2025, horticulturalist and bird bander Aaron Bean
uploaded photos of an unusual plant to iNaturalist while working
on private property in the Gilbert River region of Queensland. The
identification was then confirmed from a new specimen collected
from the property.

The authors say the rediscovery highlights the growing power of
iNaturalist for conservation and biodiversity science, particularly its
ability to capture observations from hard-to-reach places, publish
them instantly, and connect them with expert identifiers worldwide.
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Community grants available to boost
dementia-friendly initiatives

Dementia Australia

Applications are open for Community Engagement grants up
to $10,000 for projects that support the community to become
dementia-friendly.

"This year we have a focus on people living with young onset
dementia and young carers,” Professor Buchanan said. “There
are 29,000 people living with young onset dementia in Australia.”

Priority will be given to projects:

» that support individuals with young onset dementia and/or
younger carers

* which consult and collaborate with people impacted by
dementia, bring together local partnerships and meet the
needs of diverse communities

« that work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people,
culturally and linguistically diverse, and regional and
remote communities.

Applications close on 16 February 2026. Visit dementia.org.
au/get-involved/dementia-friendly-communities/community-
engagement-program-grants
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This is a place for passionate foodies. Here we celebrate local
produce, seasonal ingredients, simple yet remarkable recipes
we’ve tried, tested and loved. If you have a recipe you’d like
to share, a local product to shout out or a suggestion for an

upcoming ingredient of the month - we’d love to hear from you.

Email editor@winchelseastar.org.au.

January Ingredient of the Month
Tomato

Recipe of the Week
Beef Tomato Carpaccio with Spring Onion
and Ginger Salsa

From Simple by Yotam Ottolenghi

Ingredients (Serves four as a side)

2cm piece of ginger, peeled and roughly chopped (10g)

3 spring onions, very finely sliced (45g)

40ml sunflower oil (or other mild oil)

2 tsp good-quality sherry vinegar

4009 beef tomatoes (about 2, depending on size), sliced 2mm thick
a green chilli, deseeded and finely chopped

1% tbsp finely shredded coriander

| tbsp olive oil flaked sea salt

1. Put the ginger and %2 teaspoon of flaked salt into a pestle
and mortar and crush to a fine paste. Transfer to a bowl with the
spring onions and stir to combine.

2. Put the oil into a small pan and place on a low heat until just
warm: you don’t want it to heat too much. Pour over the spring
onions and add 1 teaspoon of vinegar. Stir together and set aside.

3. Lay the tomatoes on a large platter, with the slices slightly
overlapping. Season with %2 teaspoon of flaked salt and drizzle
over the remaining teaspoon of vinegar. Spoon the spring onion
and ginger salsa evenly over the tomatoes (or use your hands to
better effect), scatter over the chilli and coriander and finish with
the olive oil.

About the recipe

As with everything that comes from the mind of Ottolenghi, you
have to try it before you knock it. This is a simple, refreshing side
dish that perfectly heroes our ingredient of the month - tomato.
Ottolenghi suggests making double the salsa to use over future
dishes of roast chicken or avocado, it will keep in the fridge for up
to 5 days. Once assembled, this dish will also keep in the fridge
for up to 6 hours, but bring back to room temperature before
serving.

SPOTLIGHT LOCAL PRODUCT

Relish from Sweet Thyme

The jury is out on whether I'm a regular at Sweet Thyme for their
Sausage Rolls or their relish accompaniment. Given we’re all

about tomatoes this month, it would be remiss of me to not call it
out. If you haven't tried it yet, put it on your to-do.
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Used with permission of Gary Clark, Swamp Cartoons
Books available online: swamp.com.au
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Environment

Compiled by Judy Cameron

The Guardian Jan 14

Human activity helped make 2025 third-hottest year
on record, experts say

Bill McGuire, an emeritus professor of climate hazards at
University College London said “To all intents and purposes, the
1.5C limit is now dead in the water. Whichever way you look at it,
dangerous climate breakdown has arrived, but with little sign that
the world is prepared or even paying serious attention.”

See full story:
https:.//www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/jan/14/human-
activity-helped-make-2025-third-hottest-year-on-record-experts-say

9 News Jan 16

*  Widespread Damage: Almost 300 homes destroyed and over
1000 structures damaged across Victoria, with major fires still
burning in Gippsland, Mallacoota, Longwood, and Walwa.

*  Ongoing Threats: Eight watch and act warnings remain; flash
flooding did not stop the Otways fire. Authorities caution that
“contained” fires still pose risks.

»  Future Fire Danger: Heightened fire risk expected on Jan
23-24, with below-average rainfall and warmer-than-average
conditions predicted for coming month

ABC News Jan 16

How climate change is making extreme rainfall events like
the Great Ocean Road flooding more frequent and intense
In the space of just hours, communities along Victoria’s Great

Ocean Road saw their roads turned to rivers, and watched in
horror as cars and caravans were swept out to sea.

The deluge smashed daily rain records in the region, with some
stations recording 180 millimetres in just six hours ...

In general, there has actually been a decrease in the frequency
of floods overall, which experts believe is due to increasingly long
dry periods between big downpours. In other words, when the rain
falls, more of it is getting soaked up by the landscape.

But again, the data shows it's the most extreme flood events that
are getting bigger, as opposed to flood events across the board ...

Conrad Wasko from the University of Sydney, who specialises in
extreme rainfall and flooding, said this was because the state of
the landscape mattered less in the big floods.

“So [in] the rarest events, the most extreme events ... it is so
much rain that it just doesn’t matter what the soil conditions are
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The Climate Report

like,” he said. “You know that catchment is going to get all wet and
it'll flood.”

This is leading to a “worst-of-both-worlds” scenario in which the
small floods that help fill water supplies decline, while large flood
events that pose a risk to life and infrastructure are becoming
more common, according to researchers.

See full story and more explanations here:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-16/victoria-floods-climate-
change-and-extreme-rainfall/106237516?utm_source=sfmc&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=abc_newsmail_am-pm_
sfmc&utm_term=&utm_id=2687735&sfmc_id=90734011

ABC News Jan 17
Facing ‘a new enemy’

Fire scientist Professor David Bowman, Director of the Fire
Centre at the University of Tasmania, says

» the Australian fire landscape is fundamentally changing ...
these conditions create some of the world’s most dangerous
fire behaviour; preceding wet conditions, followed by dryness
and topped off with a heatwave and strong winds.

*  “You can achieve these maximally destructive fires that are
moving so fast and releasing the energy so quickly ... There
are stories of [them] outrunning vehicles.”

*  Bowman says scientists have stopped being reluctant to
say climate change is making disastrous fires like these
worse. “The temperatures are higher. When you have high
temperatures, you change the atmosphere. The atmosphere
can dry landscapes faster. It can wet landscapes faster.”

*  Because these fires have become so fast and are hard
to outrun, we need to find a way to stay ... Some places,
for example, should have mandated fire shelters, not
dissimilar to cyclone shelters. “So rather than relying on
mass evacuation, people can go to a very close personal fire
shelter, fire bunker, or a community safe space.” ... “We're
going to have to see these uncontrolled fires as the sort of
the southern equivalent of cyclones ...”

See full story:
https.//www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-17/natimuk-fire-shows-
new-climate-driven-faster-kind-of-bushfire/106225970?utm _
source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=abc_
newsmail_am-pm_sfmc&utm_term=&utm_id=2688155&sfmc_
id=90734011
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Respect the flow — keep the
Moorabool River running

Corangamite CMA
Please do not impede the Dolly’s Creek Road culvert flow!

People blocking a culvert at Dolly’s Creek Road crossing on the
Moorabool River have contributed to severe flow stress in the
lower reaches of the river around Batesford and Meredith.

This blockage exacerbates impacts of the recent hot, dry
conditions and makes it very difficult for fish, platypus and other
animals that rely on this water to survive.

Dolly’s Creek Road culvert
blockage

Dolly’s Creek Road culvert
Dec 2023

The Moorabool River is one of the most flow-stressed rivers in
Victoria. The construction of reservoirs, water extraction, and a
significant number of farm dams in the catchment are all other
contributing factors.

The lowest reach of the river surrounding Batesford and Meredith
is extremely vulnerable to cease-to-flow events, this is when the
river stops flowing completely. These events can lead to poor
water quality and impact native plants and animals that rely on
river flows.

Jake van Dam, Project Officer of Estuaries and Environmental
Water at Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CMA),
said that we all play a part in protecting flow, “It's up to all of us to
look after our beautiful, life-giving Moorabool River and an easy
way for everyone to do this is to respect the flow,” he said.

“One of the ways we support the health of our rivers and wetlands
is through water for the environment - water set aside in storages
that is released into rivers and wetlands to support the plants and
animals that live, feed and breed in them.”

Moorabool River upstream of Dolly’s Creek Road

“When people prevent flow from moving from one point to another
on the Moorabool River, they are blocking both the natural flows,
which are very low right now, and water for the environment.”

Under state legislation, interfering with water flow in a river can
result in fines of up to $244,000 and or imprisonment for
up to 10 years.

Environment
Government Bushfire Funding

‘Look Over the Farm Gate’ community
events program

In response to the bushfires and ongoing drought, a new round of
applications for the Look Over the Farm Gate community events
program has opened..

The Look Over the Farm Gate program offers grants of up to
$5,000 for events and activities that support mental health and
wellbeing of farmers and farming communities.

Acting Director Agriculture Services Aimee McCutcheon said
the program helps local organisations to deliver events for their
community who are doing it tough and has been extremely
popular across the state.

‘We have seen a range of fantastic events coming through, from
BBQs to film screenings, guest speakers, to sporting activities
— all focused on meeting the needs of local communities,” Mrs
McCutcheon said.

Applications for this new round of Look Over the Farm Gate
funding will remain open until the allocated funding has been
exhausted or until 30 June 2026. Find out more and apply via the
National Centre for Farmer Heath website.

For more information on bushfire support, visit www.agriculture.
vic.gov.au/bushfires or call 136 186.

Fixing bushfire-affected roads

Almost $82 million has been announced to restore and repair
state roads and public transport infrastructure damaged by
the January 2026 Victorian bushfires. Up to $44 million is for
emergency works which funded by the Federal and State
Governments. The Federal Government will fund a further $37
million.

We’ve seen a significant impact not only on the road surfaces
but also critical roadside and safety infrastructure including
barriers, signage and vegetation as well as the strain to roads
from heavy machinery used for tree clearing on the roads.

Crews will be out repairing wire rope and guard rails, cleaning
up trees and debris, making sure signage remains intact and
undertaking road repairs, supporting local economies and
businesses, which rely on safe and accessible roads.

The Federal and State Governments are committed to ensuring
bushfire-affected Victorians have the support they need to
recover from these devastating bushfires. Information about
recovery support is available now on the Emergency Recovery
Victoria website: vic.gov.au/january-2026-victorian-bushfires
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Environment

$100 million dollars to be set aside for services
for fire affected individuals and communities

The Federal and State Governments will deliver close to $100
million in additional support for the recovery of communities
and businesses across Victoria devastated by bushfires. The
expanded support package is jointly funded by the Federal
and State Governments under the Commonwealth-State
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA). It builds
upon previously announced support and responds directly to
needs identified by affected communities as they start their
recovery.

Community Recovery Officers and Hubs

These Governments are investing more than $15 million to
establish Community Recovery Officers and Recovery Hubs
across bushfire affected areas.

Recovery Hubs will be a one-stop shop for residents to access
services and information from government and community
organisations. Dedicated Community Recovery Officers will
work within councils to identify community needs, develop
tailored programs, and provide on-the-ground support to help
locals rebuild.

Councils will receive between $450,000 and $1.3 million

to employ recovery staff and deliver local programs, while
community organisations can apply for grants of up to $75,000
for locally led initiatives.

Prolonged Power Outage Payments

Eligible households who have been without power for seven
or more days within a two-week period will receive $2,380 per
week for up to three weeks, helping families manage during
this challenging time.

Applications can be made through electricity distribution
businesses, with full details available at energy.vic.gov.au/
about-energy/safety/power-outages.

Primary Producer Recovery Grants

An initial $40 million in grants of up to $75,000 will be provided
to eligible primary producers, to help cover the costs of clean-
up and reinstating their enterprises.

Funding can be used for essential recovery activities such as
disposing of livestock, rebuilding or replacing damaged on-
farm infrastructure and restoring operations.

Grants will open as soon as possible and will be delivered by
Rural Finance. Information on eligibility and how to apply will
be available at ruralfinance.com.au.

Concessional Loans for Primary Producers

Loans of up to $250,000 will be available for producers who
have suffered significant damage to assets, while loans of up to
$100,000 will support those experiencing a major loss of income.

This assistance will further help cover essential costs such
as repairing or replacing damaged equipment, rebuilding
infrastructure, purchasing livestock and meeting working
capital expenses like wages, rent and fodder.

Applications will open as soon as possible and will be
delivered by Rural Finance. Information on eligibility and how
to apply will be available at ruralfinance.com.au.

Council Support Fund

Almost $12 million will be delivered through the Council Support
Fund to kickstart clean-up and repairs to local public spaces
like parks, footy ovals, community centres, playgrounds and
sporting fields — helping communities reconnect.

We know the scale of this disaster is overwhelming for small
and rural councils. This Fund boosts their capacity to lead
recovery efforts and make decisions that reflect local needs,
ensuring support goes where it's needed most.

The Fund will be active for two years, giving councils the
time they need for clean-up and reconstruction. Councils will
receive up to $750,000 depending on the scale of impacts,
providing tailored support for rebuilding communities.

Financial Counselling

Specialist counsellors will help individuals and families access
recovery grants, manage insurance claims, replace essential
items and deal with debts through payment plans and fee
waivers. They will also provide advocacy with insurers and
creditors and connect people to legal support.

The funding will boost the Victorian Farmers Federation’s
Financial Capability Support Program, giving primary
producers tailored financial advice. By providing early support
and clear recovery pathways, this program will reduce stress
and help communities recover faster.

Previous support

This builds on the jointly-funded recovery support already
announced — including help to dispose of waste, emergency
funding to deliver fodder to communities and assistance with
emergency accommodation.

Victorians can call the Emergency Recovery Hotline on

1800 560 760 for information about payments and recovery
programs. Additional assistance, including emergency relief
payments and Guaranteed Service Level electricity bill credits,
remains available for eligible households.

Emergency relief payments remain available for eligible
Victorians who have had their homes destroyed by the fires, or
who were required to evacuate due to emergency warnings.
To find out more, please visit an Emergency Relief Centre or
call VicEmergency on 1800 226 226.
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Financial and mental health support for farmers

Victorian State Government

The Federal and State Governments are delivering further
support to Victorians affected by the devastating fires, helping
communities begin the long road to recovery.

The latest support package for bushfire-affected communities —
including vital financial and mental health support for our farmers
has been announced.

Building on the funding announced under the joint
Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements
and the initial Personal Hardship Assistance Program payments,
further funding will be delivered to eligible Victorians who have
tragically lost their homes in the fires.

The Federal and State Governments are making assistance
payments of up to $52,250 available to eligible uninsured
households so they can re-establish their principal place of
residence.

For our farmers facing uncertainty following the loss of crops
and livestock, the State Government is also making sure they
have the vital mental health and wellbeing support they need to
reduce trauma and help them get back on their feet, expanding
existing programs in place for primary producers and farming
communities.

This includes free, confidential wellbeing support alongside
financial and business counselling via the Rural Financial
Counselling Service.

Initially appointed as part of the drought response, the wellbeing
counsellors will be available to visit bushfire-affected producers
and their families at their property or over the phone.

The package will also bring forward the start date of the State
Government’s ‘Look Over the Farm Gate’ program, administered

by the National Centre for Farmer Health to support farming
communities experiencing stress.

Now available from this Friday, 16 January 2026 to meet the
immediate needs of those affected by the bushfires, it will provide
grants of up to $5,000 for events and activities that support
mental health and wellbeing so they can navigate their recovery
as a community.

We know how distressed people are about their animals — that’s
why the Victorian Government is making it easier for farmers to
check on their livestock while still ensuring they remain safe from
the dangers of fire-affected land.

Landholders concerned about livestock welfare can now put in a
request directly via Agriculture Victoria (on 1800 226 226) who will
work with the Fire Incident Controller to assess the request and
determine the earliest and safest way to get access.

Victoria is at its best when we unite to support those who need it
most. That's why the Victorian Government is launching the 2026
Victorian Bushfire Appeal — making it easier for people wanting
to know where they can generously donate to fire-affected
communities.

These donations will cover immediate and longer-term assistance,
and programs identified by communities as priorities for their
area. This work is done in collaboration with local organisations
and charities to ensure the most vulnerable are supported.

100 per cent of donations will go to fire affected communities, and
the Government is covering all the administrative costs associated
with getting this funding out to where it's needed, as quickly as
possible.

Donations are open online now.

Fire Danger Period NOW

Country Fire Authority

This is to help prevent fires from starting.

The Fire Danger Period is when CFA restricts the use of fire in the community.

The Fire Danger Period is NOT the same thing as a Total Fire Ban.

Your local council or shire may have their own local laws about lighting fires. Contact your local council to find out what
municipal local laws may be in place. Local laws may be in place all year

Municipality

Start
SURF COAST 24/11/2025

End
01/05/2026

you may require a permit.

If you need to use fire in the open air during the Fire Danger Period or on a day of Total Fire Ban
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What’s On

What’s on Weekly

MONDAY-FRIDAY TUESDAY WINCHELSEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WINCHELSEA

COMMUNITY HOUSE

9am-2pm, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA

TOY LIBRARY
9am-2pm (03) 5267 2028
Winch Community House,
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea

MONDAY-SATURDAY WEDNESDAY

WINCHELSEA HEALTH CLUB
Accessible - 24 hours
Eastern Reserve, 70 Hopkins St
5267 2336

T[4 /7,
:-‘

Senior Citizens Centre,
36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Elaine Atkinson 0458 009 616

1ST MODDAWARRE SCOUT GROUP
Joeys 5-6pm (School Term)
Scouts 6:30-8:30pm (School Term)
Marie Mcpadden 0409330147

MONDAY
SURF COAST SHIRE

FIRE DANGER PERIOD
24/11/2025 - 01/05/2026

CO-WORKING
& STUDYING SPACE
Mon and Thurs 9am-2pm $10
Winchelsea Community House
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

MAINLY MUSIC

10-11am (school terms)
Interactive Music 0-4yrs
St Thomas’ 25 Barwon Tce 0407838256
WINCHELSEA

GIRL GUIDES 7

4.30pm-6pm (School term)
St John’s, Mercer /Harding St
Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630
Lily Dell Rennie 0428 936 441

1ST MODDAWARRE SCOUT GROUP
Cub Scouts 6:30-8pm (school term)
Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd,
Marie McPadden 0409330147

VINYASA YOGA
7pm $25 Winchelsea Shire Hall,
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA ZUMBA DANCE
Combined Zumba Fitness and Gold class.
6:30-7:30pm @The Globe Theatre.
Simone Dunmore: 0468 375 036

WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED
9.30am 51 Hesse St, Winchelsea
Ray Atkinson 0407839139
winchmenshed@gmail.com

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE
Wednesdays 1- 3.00 pm
36 Harding St, Winchelsea
Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263
jeanshinners@gmail.com

MOTHER GOOSE SONG & RHYME
2pm (School term) FREE
Winchelsea Community House,

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
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WINCHELSEA MEN’S SHED

For the Community

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Every Wednesday from 9.30am
51 Hesse Street, Winchelsea

KINDLING/OFFCUTS $7.00 bag
Pickup Wednesdays 9.30-2.30
For delivery, call Bill 0438 083 373

NESTING BOXES Birds/animals

NEED A JOB DONE?
Woodworking, Furniture Repairs
Call in Wednesdays to order

Ray Atkinson (Co-ordinator)
0407839139
winchmenshed@gmail.com

Wednesday 1-4:pm, Friday 10am-3pm
Hesse St, Winchelsea

STITCH IT, DON'T DITCH IT!

2-4pm Wednesdays
Winch Community House, Hesse St

SEWING MACHINE & OVERLOCKER
AVAILABLE
Gold Coin donation

KIDS ART & CRAFT SESSIONS
4-4.45pm fortnightly Age 5+
$15 per session or $60 term

Winchelsea Community House

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea 5267 2028

MEL'S DANCE CENTRAL

Afternoons/evenings Pre-school - teens
Winch Senior Citizens Club
www.melsdancecentral.com.au

CWA WINCHELSEA
7-8.30pm 2nd Wed monthly
Senior Citizens, Harding St

winchelsea.cwa@gmail.com '

SES WINCHELSEA "
7.30pm 132500 SES
323 Mousley Dr, Winchelsea

THURSDAY

CHAT WITH YOUR COUNCILLOR

10am-12pm First Thursday of month
Winchelsea Shire Hall 28 Hesse St,

Nnchelses

Communicy Market

First Sunday on the Mornth ot N ber)

Shire Hall

July 6th
August 3rd
Sept 7th
Oct 5th

Jan 4th
Feb 1st

Food, Produce, Coffee, Plants, Crafts
Homewares, Candles, Bags, Skincare
Jewellery, Soap + Baby Goods
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January/February2026

COWORKING & STUDYING SPACE
9am-2pm $10 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP
10am-12pm (School term) $5
St Thomas Hall, 27 Barwon Tce
winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL
10-11.30am

Leisure Time Centre, Gosney St

Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197

WINCHELSEA KNITTING GROUP
10.30am-12pm FREE
Winchelsea Community House,

28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028 (03) 5267 2028

MAT PILATES
6.45pm $25 Winchelsea Shire Hall,
28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
(03) 5267 2028

WINCHELSEA MOVIE CLUB
7.30 (3rd Thurs each month)
Globe Theatre, Main St, Winchelsea
growingwinchelsea.com/project/
winchelsea-movie-club/

FRIDAY

TAI CHI
9am-10am $10 5267 2028
Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St

RECYCLING

Paper depot rear of
Senior Citizens
Rooms
Harding Street
NEWSPAPERS
MAGAZINES
PHONE BOOKS

COMMUNITY FOODBANK
12-2pm 30 Hesse St, Winchelsea
0417 848 292

PHONICS WITH ROBOT REG
10.30am (1-3 yrs) 11.30am (3-5 yrs)
(School terms)
www.robotreg.com.au/pages/shae

, el
CHATTY CAFE g

10.30am-12.30pm, Gold Coin Donation
Winch Shire Hall, 28 Hesse St, Winchelsea
5267 2028

WINCHELSEA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Friday 10am-3pm
Hesse St, Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA SENIOR CITIZENS
Fridays 1.00 pm - 3.00 pm
36 Harding Street, Winchelsea
Jean Shinners 52672263, 0427672263
jeanshinners@gmail.com

WINCHELSEA RSL

Winchelsea Men’s Shed,
Hesse St, Winchelsea
David Loone 0488 165 109

GEELONG REGIONAL LIBRARY
(MOBILE) 2-5pm
Old Shire Hall, 28 Hesse Street
0408384331 (During scheduled stops)

SEIZ; All money raised used

s . .
' ®% for local community

a® 4224 0226

mainly music

est.1990

Fun, Interactive music sessions for
pre-school children (0-4 y.o0.) and
parents/caregivers

When: Mondays from 10 to 11 am
(runs during school terms)
Where: St Thomas’ Hall
25 Barwon Tce.

To Enquire ring: 0407838256

What’s On

This is a recurring calendar. Please confirm event details

with the organiser/venue if you'd like to attend.
To add an event to the calendar,
please email news@winchelseastar.org.au

SATURDAY

PARKRUN

8am Trebeck Reserve
Sussex St, Winchelsea
www.parkrun.com.au/trebeckreserve/

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB
IGA BBQs
9 -12pm first Sat of month outside IGA.
Proceeds to IGA Community Chest.

WINCHELSEA LAND
AND RIVERCARE
Citizen Scientists Working Bee
First Saturday of the month 9am
Meet at Guye Reserve, Barwon Terrace
Rod Atone 0428 549318
Stewart Mathison 0428 672054

WINCHELSEA STAR

PRODUCTION/COFFEE MEETING

9-11am (Last Sat monthly)
La Hoot Cafe, Main Street
www.winchelseastar.org.au

WINCHELSEA CROCHET GROUP
1.30pm Every 2nd Saturday $5
Winch Community House, 28 Hesse St,
Vee 0467 219 227

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Mass 6pm each week
Harding St, Winchelsea 0404598558

WINCHELSEA COMMUNITY DINNER

6.30pm last Sat monthly, except Nov/Dec
Hall, Harding St Winchelsea
Bring plate & gold coin donation if you can

SUNDAY

WINCHELSEA COMMUNITY MARKET
9-1pm, 1st Sunday monthly
Shire Hall car park, Main St Winch
growingwinchelsea.com/project/
winchelsea-community-market/

WINCHELSEA UNITING CHURCH
Service 9.30am each week
Hesse St, Winchelsea 0475 777 301
uca.winchelsea@gmail.com
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Building and Construction

DownRyte Excavations

= Excavations

= Drilling and Piling
= Rock Placement
= Tree and Stump Removal

WINCHELSEA
(& cONCRETING

- Driveways - Sheds - Decorative Concrete - Raft Slabs

Sean Hunwick
Mobile: 0409 447 288

Robert Murphy

L0438 235 237

= winchelseaconcreting@outlook.com B Kt o et o e

GEELONG - BELLARINE - COLAC - SURF COAST
PHONE CAM 0417 310 800

M & L DRAYTON

PLUMBING SERVICES
- REG No 24356 C/A No C02594
e Domestic and Rural Plumbing
e Roofing

e Sewerage & Septic

— PAI N I I N G — e LPG & Natural Gas Connections
e Motorised Drain Cleaning
GROUP

Phone Mark 5288 7244

Contact us: PO BOX 98 WINCHELSEA 3241
Mobile 0428 520 142

0431 719 218

www.southwestpaintinggroup.com.au

3 matt@southwestpainting.com.au

We specialise in:

e New Homes DRIVEWAYS, CARPORTS, CROSSOVERS,
FOOTPATHS, SHED SLABS, STAIRS
HOUSE SLABS, EXPOSED, SEALING & MOR

e Texture Feature Finishes

e New and Old Cabinetry Coatings
e Commercial Projects

e Maintenance Work

e Residential Work (] oansnsso
e Wallpapering

e Pre-Sale Painting

e Timber Decking Rejuvenations

CONTACT ALISTER NOW FOR A QUOTE

@ AMACONCRETING1@GMAIL.COM
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Disaster assistance available
after flash floods

Victorian State Government

The Federal and State Governments are activating disaster
assistance for Surf Coast and Colac Otways shires following flash
flooding that occurred on Thursday 15 January 2026.

The disaster assistance is being delivered under the jointly funded
Commonwealth-State Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements
(DRFA).

Support is being provided to councils for the establishment and
running of emergency relief centres. Multiple relief centres were
stood up in the Surf Coast and Colac Otway shires immediately
after the flash flooding, with more than 200 people accessing the
relief centre in Lorne in the first two hours.

Funding for emergency accommodation, restoration of essential
public assets and counter disaster operations is also included.

Personal Hardship Assistance Program payments have also been
activated for those who've had to evacuate their homes and need
immediate things like food and medicine. Assistance under the
program includes a one-off payment of $680 per adult and $340
per child, up to a maximum of $2,380 per eligible family.

Emergency Recovery Victoria (ERV) will continue to work with
Surf Coast and Colac Otway councils to understand any further
assistance they need.

Information about relief available for people impacted by the flash
flooding is available on the VicEmergency website at emergency.
vic.gov.au/relief

Information on disaster assistance is available on the Australian
Government’s website at disasterassist.gov.au or call
VicEmergency on 1800 226 226.

Environment

The Lorne Emergency Relief
Centre is now closed, but
ongoing support is still available

Victorian State Government

Council’'s emergency relief centre at Stribling Reserve in Lorne
has now been closed. Council staff made contact with all people
registered with the centre on Friday afternoon, and all had made
alternative accommodation arrangements or returned home. This
meant the centre was wound up on Friday evening.

A Community Information Point has now been established at the
Lorne Visitor Information Centre. Council staff will be available
at the visitor information centre until 5pm Saturday to provide
information or assistance to the community as needed.

For people who have been impacted and not yet registered with
Council, please visit our dedicated webpage or call the Lorne
Visitor Information Centre on 1300 891 152.

Arrangements beyond Saturday will be determined based on
community need.

Disposal of flood debris
Council is waiving fees for individuals bringing flood-related debris
to waste transfer stations.

*  Lorne Transfer Station is open 9am-4pm Saturday
and 2-5pm Sunday.
*  Anglesea Transfer Station is open 9am-4pm daily.

Council’s operations teams spent Friday inspecting trees and
infrastructure in and around Lorne and making temporary repairs.
This work continues.

Our dedicated webpage will continue to provide updates about
Council’'s emergency response to the incident, as well as links
to other resources for the community: surfcoast.vic.gov.au/
lorneflood.

The community is urged to stay informed via the VicEmergency
app or website, which includes a section containing relief and
recovery advice for the Great Ocean Road flood event.

Road closures remain in place. For current information about road
disruptions visit traffic.transport.vic.gov.au.

Some sites within the National Park also remain closed.
For information visit parks.vic.gov.au.
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P PPYYY!

WINCHELSEA TENNIS CLUB

Winchelsea Star

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

email editor@winchelseastar.org.au or
leave a note at Winchelsea IGA

1ST MODEWARRE SCOUT GROUP

JUNIOR COACHING We have exciting programs

WANTED: UKULELES
Winch House is looking for unwanted
ukuleles to support a coming course

“Intro to Ukulele”.
If you have an unloved Uke at home
and wish to donate it,
pls drop off at Winch House
or ph 0408502611

the Winchelsea Leisure Time Centre!
Only $5 a person All equipment supplied

Mon 3.30pm for Joeys, Cubs & Scouts this year.
with experienced Nicole Mullen $10 We have a few vacancies at Joey & Cub
levels, and plenty of room at Scouts.
WINCHELSEA PICKLEBALL Group Leader Marie McPadden

The Tennis Club runs Pickleball
every Wednesday 7pm at

0409 330 147

FREE 6ft CHRISTMAS TREE

Comes in three pieces with stand. Easy to
put together and pack up in original box.
Very full branches with snow tips

Wear suitable footwear
Lesley Mathison 0438 672 197

to arrange collection.

THE OP SHOP

The Op Shot cannot accept donations of

Large bags of pine cones for fire pits $5

Stunning tree just not required.
It's on front veranda 58 Armytage St
Or arrange pick up 0409968036

WINCHELSEA LIONS CLUB

Contact Ray 0406 371 239

these articles at the moment.’
DVDs, CDs, books, hiking bags,
backpacks, duffle bags, suitcases,
and cases.

WANTED Child’s riding boots, about size 5.

HORSES

FOR SALE Honey for horses
Ph: 5267 2987

Winchelsea

This week’s Edition
Editor Cerrie Forgan Designer Susan Corby

send your stories

Next Production Coffee Meeting Sat 31 January
9am @ La Hoot All Welcome - come enjoy a coffee!

Gtar

production

news@winchelseastar.org.au Editors: Cerrie Forgan, Yvonne Stevens, Judy Cameron
Advertising: Sasha Gauntlett, Neil Mclnnes
Design: S Corby, T Phel
LOCAL NEWS and ARTICLES esian usan ~orby, fony FReips
WE LC O M E Printed by: Cromwell Forgansen,
Winchelsea Community House
Email news@winchelseastar.org.au Website by:  Winch Websites
or leave hard copy at IGA supermarket .
. committee
News Deadline President:  president@winchelseastar.org.au
5pm Fridays Neil Mclnnes
_ Treasurer: treasurer@winchelseastar.org.au
42m Sundzys hard copy Ieflt at KZA Cathy Cheadle
pm Sundays - sports results an Secretary: secretary@winchelseastar.org.au
weekend events Tony Phelps
ED |TOR 5273 0295 Members: Mick O’Mara, Linda Carter, Susan Corby

Leave a message

ADVERTISING 5273 0294

advertising@winchelseastar.org.au

free online subscript
www.winchelseastar.org.au

Sasha Gauntlett, Judy Cameron,
Yvonne Stevens, Cerrie Forgan
OFe
E N AV © Winchelsea Star Org. Inc. All rights reserved
Winchelsea Star Organisation Inc.
R ~ Reg. No. A0053999F ABN 75 941 529 279

. M E M.BEk 2024 winchelseastar.org.au PO Box 5 Winchelsea 3241
'0 n Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Winchelsea Star or
Committee. The Winchelsea Star reserves the right to edit or not publish

any article.

facebook.com/TheWinchelseaStar
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Uectelsea Chuecles

Winchelsea Uniting Church

0475 777 301

uca.winchelsea@gmail.com
Hesse St, Winchelsea 3241
Services 9.30am Sundays

St John the Baptist Catholic Church

0404 598 558

Father Joseph Panackal
Harding St, Winchelsea 3241
Mass @ 6pm Sat. Jan. 17, 24, 31

St Thomas’ Anglican Church

0448 687 588

Rev Christopher Duff
Barwon Tce, Winchelsea
Service 10am Sundays

Thought of the Week

Proverbs 3: 5-8

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.
Be not wise in your own eyes;
fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.
It will be healing to your flesh
and refreshment to your bones.”

Have a Blessed week.

John Bader
(Christian Pastoral Carer)

Knuckey’s Winchelsea
Ph: 5267 2011

Knuckey’s have in stock a complete
range of batteries to suit tractor,
heavy machinery, cars, utes

The largest range of the best oil for
your vehicles—CASTROL—
‘when only the best will do’

The largest range of V belts.
A, B, C, D M Sections
Bolts and nuts for all occasions
Steel cut to size

TIP TRUCK HIRE

* FRONTEND LOADER
4 IN 1 BUCKET
* DRIVEWAYS
LEVELLED OFF

* RUBBISH REMOVAL

* GRASS SLASHING
& RIDE ON

MOWER JOBS

VINCE
0412 840 704

Mowers & Chainsaws

Repairs to all makes and models of ride on mowers, domestic
mowers, pumps, chainsaws, brushcutters and small engines.
Trading Hours: Mon - Fri Bam - Spm Saturday 8am - 12 noon

5 267 2 26 6 Cnr Princes Hiwy & Lennox St Winchelsea
@ @ www.allaboutmowers.com.au

C*fv’@ VIETA ..., ntsosllaboutmowers.com.au

DANCE
CLASSLES

TAKING ENROLMENTS NOW
FOR OUR WINCHELSEA STUDIO

PRE-SCHOOLERS - ADULTS
CONTROLLED CLASS SIZES

JAZZ - THEATRICAL TAP - CLASSICAL BALLET
HIP-HOP - CONTEMPORARY DANCE

ENROL TODAY

WWW.MELSDANCECENTRAL.COM.AU

/
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Community Information

Services & Activities In Winchelsea

VLINE TRAIN SERVICES
TO MELBOURNE:

SURF COAST
MOBILE LIBRARY

Cnr Princes Highway & Hesse St,
Fridays, 2pm-5pm
Parked in Hesse Street
(outside Shire Hall)

Fridays 2:00 and 5:00pm
unless it is a Public Holiday.

WINCHELSEA GIRL GUIDES

All girls 6yrs-15yrs Welcome!
? Mondays 4.30pm-6pm (school terms)

Catholic Church Hall, Harding St Winchelsea

Fun, friendship, and adventure. Teamwork,
leadership skills, achieve goals, improve
communities and grow in confidence.

3 FREE sessions to come along and try.
Yvonne 0448 672 630 or
Lily 0428 936 441

Mon - Fri 06.41 (coach) 08.07 11.10
14.04 16.58 19.21
Sat-Sun  08.27 10.27 14.04 16.58
1917
TO WARRNAMBOOL:
Mon - Fri 08.58 11.51 14.46 17.28
(coach) 18.42 20.52
Sat-Sun  09.44 11.41 14.46 18.38
20.38
COUNTRY
WOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

7pm second Wednesday of month
Winchelsea Senior Citizens’ Hall
36 Harding Street Winchelsea

WINCHELSEA PLAYGROUP

Every second Thursday 10am-12pm
St Thomas Anglican Church Hall
cnr Barwon Tce and Hopkins St,

Winchelsea
Contact: Danni Menzies 0432019944
winchelseaplaygroup@gmail.com
Facebook - Winchelsea Playgroup 2019
New families welcome

1ST MODDAWARRE
SCOUT GROUP

Modewarre Hall
Joeys 5-8yo 5-6pm (school term)
Scouts 11-14yo 6:30-8:30pm (school term)

Venturers -15-18yo are hosted by
Torquay or Highton Units

Contact: Marie McPadden 0409330147

COMBINED
PROBUS CLUB

Senior Citizens Rooms,
New members always welcome.
Enquiries Lorraine 0417 467 927

WINCHELSEA TRANSFER STATION
55 Cressy Road, Winchelsea

Tuesday 2pm-4pm
Saturday 1.30-3.30pm
Thursday 2pm-4pm
Sunday 9.30-12.30pm

Closed Christmas Day,
but open on other public holidays.
www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/disposalsites

have you tried
Cate L2 Hoot “ew[ coffee?

TRENCHES & HOLES

PTY LTD.

GENERAL EARTHWORKS
DRIVEWAYS
TRENCHER

KANGA

EXCAVATOR (3.5T & 6T)
TIPPER TRUCK
ROCK BREAKER
POST HOLES & FOOTINGS

PHILLIP ROBERTSON

PH. 0427 672 945

A.B.N. 74006896898

eelworx

Matthew Partridge
p 0418 672 334
e mrpsteelworx@yahoo.com.au

Welding Service
- Onsite welding
- Farm maintenance
- Farm machinery &
equipment repairs
- Cattle & sheep yards
- Custom built trailers
- Supply & install gates
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Making it easier to get care at the
chemist

Victorian State Government

You will be able to get more conditions treated at the chemist —
with the State Government expanding the Chemist Care Now
program.

With consultations remaining free, families will now be able to seek
treatment for the common skin infection impetigo, known as ‘school
sores’ — making it easier to get their kids the care they need.

Affordable and convenient care for women will be strengthened,
with two new hormonal contraceptives options — the injectable
depot and the vaginal ring — available for resupply, without
needing a prescription.

Later next year women experiencing menopause will benefit, with
pharmacists able to provide a resupply of hormone replacement
therapy (HRT) without a prescription.

In the next two years, Chemist Care Now will include 22
treatments for common health conditions, with pharmacists able
to undertake short-form training to deliver each new service.

It builds on the existing program which currently offers treatment
for uncomplicated urinary tract infections, skin conditions such
as shingles, travel vaccines including hepatitis A and B, and the
resupply of the contraceptive pill.

Following a successful pilot, the State Government made Chemist
Care Now permanent earlier this year.

To find a participating pharmacy, please visit betterhealth.vic.gov.
au/about-chemist-care-now.

Health and Well-Being

HESSE Heaitng.
RURAL Communities=—s=—=
HEALTH with Hesse

AT WINCHELSEA
o COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTRE

H smn*rl::,i‘a‘"ua
‘NEW TO TYPE 2’ DIABETES PROGRAM

This 4-week program will empower you with the knowledge,
tools, and confidence to live well with diabetes. This program
is for anyone diagnosed with, or at risk of, diabetes and is run
by our experienced multidisciplinary team of health
professionals.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

Our sessions cover all aspects of effective self-management,
including:

¢ Understanding diabetes and treatment options

¢ Food choices and meal planning

¢ Exercise and movement

o Better sleep and stress management

e Optional free sensor trial or new blood glucose meter.

e The diabetes cycle of care

COST $6 A SESSION

If you or someone you know would benefit from this program, please contact:
£ communityintake@hesse.vic.gov.au & (03) 5267 1248

5234 6585 0417 385 984
For all your domestic & stock water.
Also available for road and civil construction
Local owned and operated.

AG SUPPLIES FERTILISER GRAIN STORAGE SEED CLEANING

(03) 5267 2351

¥ SOUTHERN
GRAI STORAGE

PTY. LTD.

WORPEL
CUSTOM

FURNITURE

- BESPOKE TIMBER FURNITURE

- TIMBER VANITIES

25A Alsop Drive Winchelsea

0JC),

CONCRETER

* DRIVEWAYS
* FOOTPATHS
* KERB & CHANNEL @
* GARAGES & SHED SLABS
* STEPS
* WHEELCHAIR RAMPS
* VERANDAHS

- BARNDOORS i
- KITCHEN, BATHROOM & WARDROBE JOINERY * PATIO AREAS Trading Hours
_ REPAIRS & RESTORATION * PLAIN OR COLOURED Monday to Saturday
0439013145 CONCRETE 8.30am to 7.30pm
* CONCRETE CUTTING Sunday
worpelsam@yahoo.com.au & REMOVAL 10am to 7pm

VINCE
0412 840 704

Winchelsea
Supermarket

Ph: 5267 2676
29 Main St, Winchelsea
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ACCOUNTANT
STS Accounting
AGRICULTURAL
Southern Grain
ANTIQUES
Antique Repairs
AUTOMOTIVES
SJR Automotive

BUSINESS PHONE DIRECTORY

5267 2673

5267 2351

0428 672 704

0423 413 829

Winchelsea Auto 5267 3001
BANK

Bendigo Bank 5267 3189
BUILDERS

Alford Built 0408 583 362
Lupton Builders 0438 840 104
MGT Building 0409 433 687
CAFE

Café La Hoot 0407 528 999
CHIROPRACTOR

One Body 5267 2240
CHURCHES

Anglican 0477 672 042
Catholic 0404 598 558
Uniting 0475 777 301
CLUBS

Girl Guides 0448 672 630
Golf 5267 2660
Lions 4224 0226
Movie 0409 672 054
Probus 0417 467 927
Scouts 0409 330 147
COMMUNITY

Community House 5267 2028
Foodbank 0417 848 292
Mainly Music 0407 838 256
Men’s Shed 0407 839 139
Playgroup 0432 019 944
RSL 0488 165 109
Senior Citizens 0427 672 263
Toy Library 5267 2028

CONCRETERS

AMA Concreting
Vince Concreter
Winchelsea Concreting
DANCE

Mel’s Dance

DENTAL

Winchelsea Dental
ELECTRICIAN

Green Lead Electrical
EMERGENCY

Police

SES
ENTERTAINMENT
COPACC
EXCAVATORS
DownRyte Excavations
Trenches & Holes
FENCING

Direct Temporary

FRAMER

R&K Creative Framing
FUNERAL

Tuckers Funeral
FURNITURE
Worpel Custom
GYM

Sunny Gym
HEALTH SERVICES
Hesse Rural Health
Winchelsea Medical
HIRE

Colac Hire

Tip Truck Hire
LAWYER

Wightons Lawyers
MOWERS

All About Mowers

0411 871 950
0412 840 704
0438 235 237
0400 874 338
5267 2071
0467 097 101

5267 2025
132 500

5232 9418

0409 447 288
0427 672 945

0417 310 800

5267 2192

5221 4788

0439 013 145

0401 417 387

5257 1200
5292 8028

5232 1177
0412 840 704

5221 8777

5267 2266

NURSERIES

Oz Trees Nursery
OSTEOPATHICS
Dr Kale Mazurek
Winchelsea Osteo
PAINTER
South-West Painting
PLUMBERS
M&L Drayton
M&B Wood
Simco Plumbing
QUARRIES

RAK Davis & Sons
REAL ESTATE
Charles Stewart
HF Richardson
SCHOOL
Primary School
SHIRE

Surfcoast Shire
SPORTS

Park Run
Pickleball
STEELWORK
MRP Steelworx
STORAGE
Storage King
SUPERMARKET
IGA

TAXIS

Surfcoast Taxi
Winchelsea Taxi
VET

Colac Vet

Moriac Vet
WATER

5233 6280

0417 114 617
5267 2948

0431 719 218
0428 520 142
0418 319 357
0400 643 976
5267 2094

5231 5400
5229 8017

5267 2134

5261 0600

0408 102 802
0438 672 197

0418 672 234

5267 3116

5267 2676

0408 325 992
0429 672 888

5232 1792
0447 781 089

Water Supply Specialists 5231 1861
Wazza's Water Cartage 0428 877 260

OZ TREES NURSERY
& TREE PLANTING SERVICES

shelter, aesthetics

bed forming

® Affordable seedlings—over 200 species

® Complete plantation service—farm forestry,

® Deep ripping & mound ploughing. Rotary

® Qur experienced staff will help you select

Water Delivery

WAZZA'S

WATER CARTAGE

Stainless Tanker Up to 22,000 Itr loads
Barwon Water Registered

Call Wazza
ob: 0428 877 260

Domestic & Rural Water Supplies

Antique Repairs

Carving

By Doug Burns est. 1976
All Furniture
French polishing

Email: wazza@wazzas.com.au Web: wazzaswater.com

Veneering
Wood Turning

species for your site conditions and needs
Also available—tree planting tools, milk cartons,
plastic tree guards & bamboo stakes

569 Warrowie Rd. Colac
P: 5233 6280 F: 5233 6393
E: info@oztrees.com.au
W: www.oztrees.com.au
Open Monday—Friday
Sam—4:30pm

Phone OzTrees for professional advice,

free quotes
pension discount
specialist in Age &
Disability Modifications

abn 47926623462

B ;)10 R &K Creative Framing®

for all your framing needs

Ray  The Home
.Maintenance HANDYMA

Ray & Kim Jansen

10 Witcombe st
Winchelsea 3241

Porcelain

Unusual Requests Welcome

180 Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea

0428 672704
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SPECIALISING IN QUALITY

°* NEw HOMES °* EXTENSIONS ¢ RENOVATIONS BUSIness & SMSF
¢ ALTERATIONS ¢ DECKS °* PERGOLAS Tax Plannlng

°* CARPORTS °* VERANDAHS ¢ RE-CLADS s i Ii t

° BATHROOMS °* WINDOW REPLACEMENTS pec alists

Leigh Lupton Winchelsea Torquay
0438 840 104 52672673 5261 2262

Winchelsea Taxis is now Surfcoast Taxis aEEae

Our fleet of vehicles are growing to all late models and we are covering
an extended area including Winchelsea, Colac, Bannockburn, Inverleigh,
Great Ocean Road and Geelong.
We have a fleet of 10 seater Maxi Vans, all with capacity to carry wheelchairs.

mmunity Market

Shire Hall

Surfcoast Taxis Pty Ltd

All Bookings: 0408 325 992
Fax: 5267 2699 :
Email: bannotaxis@gmail.com &
(Admin or Stan 0429 672 888)
66A Batson Street
Winchelsea 3241 !
Upcoeming Dates:

Book your next ride with Jan 4

smarHAIL

Accounts NDIS provider. TAC, DVA etc

Book
@ @ @ NDIS provider number 4050001044

e NDIS provider number 4050001048
B | ®A5Sicre || B Googerey

Moriac

PHONE 24 HOURS

784 Hendy Main Road Moriac
info@moriacvet.com
www.moriacvetclinic.com.au

* Domestic and Commercial hire equipment ® Industrial welding gas
* Digging and Earthmoving equipment ® New trailers and trailer repairs
* Firewood * Stockists of Royal Oil Lubricants products

* LPG for domestic and commercial requirements
Give Chris and the Team a call on 5232 1177 or email info@colachire.com.au

www.colachire.com.au
101 Wallace St Colac 3250 COLAC@

- Winchelsea Star 20 January 2026 27




PAPER

OGS & ROLLS SIMCO

No Chainsaw Needed PLUMBING SERVICE

que BY Recycled Pqper Domestic - Commercial - Rural

Environmentally Friendly
Ash Good For Garden 0400 643 976

1 :;" ¢ All general Plumbing and Gasfitting « Water tanks and Pumps
Pack of 4 Logs ¢ Renovations and Extensions « Hot water and Heat pump
$5 « Split system and Wood heaters « Roof and Gutter
. e Septic and Treatment plants « Excavation, Bobcat and Tipper

By using paper logs you save trees

,6&‘)30, Contact Alan

e Driveways and Earthworks
¢ Blocked drains and CCTV Inspection
Simon Mcgillivray
Lic: 109610 Free Quotes, Fast & Friendly Service

0476 475 422

All money raised used for local community

Green Lead Electrica

Connecting you to a greener future
REC 23618

0467 097 101

Servicing Geelong &
the Surf Coast

Specialising in all residential
electrical work including:

e Switch board & lighting upgrades
e Outdoor lighting

e Electrical safety checks

* Energy efficient LED lighting

¢ Ceiling sweep fans & ventilation
e Energy saving advice

Phone Martin Wilkinson:

0467 097 101

Contact us today greenlead@outlook-com

Life's busy. Let us help you.

1132268-CG18-14

We can help you with:

Buying your first or next family home ’ Ebony Berg
: : 0400 784 249
Saving for your first home

Residential Investment Lending
Refinancing from your current lender
Home loan reviews

Pre-approvals

Josie Kavenagh
With extensive banking experience and - 0409 564 192
financial expertise, we'll help bring your ' e
financial goals to life.

Community Bank

Winchelsea and District

B Bendigo Bank
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45 Anderson Street, Winchelsea 3241 Tel 5267 2660 winchelseagolf.com.au

Winchelsea Golf Club

Rachel Boddington

RESULTS 14/1/25 - MID WEEK/WEEKLY STABLEFORD
19 PLAYERS.

1st - Greg Batson (28) 40 points
2nd - David Harvey (17) 38 points
3rd - Andrew MacDonald (27) 37 points

BDL - Andrew Ellery (28) 36 points C/B
BDL - Rob Wilson (22) 36 points C/B
BDL - Geoff Morgan (22) 36 points C/B

NTP (2nd/11th) - Andrew MacDonald

RESULTS 14/1/25 - MID WEEK - LADIES RESULTS
STABLEFORD

Winner:Robyn Vesey 41 pts

R/Up: Carol Stanesby 40 pts

Jackpot NTP

RESULTS SATURDAY 17/1/26 STABLEFORD
19 PLAYERS.

1st - Tara Steward (17) 39 points
2nd - Evan Partridge (22) 37 points
3rd - Denis Chappell (18) 36 points

BDL - Dale Morgan (13) 35 points
BDL - Andrew Ellery (28) 35 points C/B
BDL - Stephen Cole (12) 34 points

NTP (6th/15th) - Greg Rigby
Golden Hole (8th) - Tara Steward

COMING UP:

Wednesday 21st January - Weekly Stableford

Saturday 24th January - 2 Person Ambrose - Grab a partner
Saturday 31st January - Opening of the Greens - Mixed
Pinehurst - A board event where at least 1 person must be a

member of WGC No partner? All good, there will be a men's
Stableford event, too.

Sport & Exercise

Savings, Smarts and Sources

Barwon Water

We’'ve managed to avoid water restrictions during an extremely
dry period by focusing on savings, smarts and sources —
supporting customers to save water, investing in smart,
large-scale ways to prevent leaks and use water wisely, and
exploring alternative water sources.

To support local storages, Geelong customers are receiving
water via the Greater Melbourne water grid and the Anglesea
borefield. An upgrade to the Melbourne to Geelong Pipeline
has expanded its capacity from 16 billion to 22 billion litres
per year. This year, the pipeline helped Geelong avoid water
restrictions at the end of winter.

During summer, water use is at its highest and rainfall is at its
lowest. Household water use can increase by around 25%,
putting extra demand on water storages.

There are plenty of ways you can help save water:
run a full load of laundry. Save 10 litres of water each wash.

» take shorter showers. Aim for 4 minutes and
save 27 litres of water every shower.
* hit the half flush and save 3 litres per flush.

* go easy with the hose, use a trigger nozzle and save
thousands of litres of water.

»  brush teeth with the tap off and save 5 litres of water every
minute.

» use the sprinkler after 6pm or before 10am to avoid water
loss to evaporation.

. clean hard surfaces with a broom, not a hose and save
thousands of litres of water.

Remember Permanent Water Saving Rules are in place every
day of the year and are the same right across Victoria.
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Winchelsea l\

Medical
Clinic

Located at 36 Main Street, Winchelsea 3241

For any enquires or bookings please contact the clinic on 5292 8028.
Or visit our website: www.winchmc.com.au

Opening Hours:
Monday - Friday 8:00am -5.00pm
(Monday Evening Clinics available and selected Saturdays)

G L YRR our clinic accepts online bookings via the app called HotDoc.
MiDG - Download the app on the App Store or Google Play or head to our website.
= P Google Play

o e GAR, TRUGK REPAIRS
@ TG & Roadworthys

@ AIR CONDITIONING

p :ﬁ:::nannnx[s PHe: 5267 3001
n ® WHEEL AUGNMENT — na 1. 0447 137 457

17 Alsop Drive @ BATTERIES

CARTAGE
CONTRACTORS

2 \WINCHELSEA -
SUPPLIER OF ALL QUARRY MATERIALS, TRUCK HIRE

CARTAGE OF GRAIN, LIME, GYPSUM & SUPER

LANDSCAPE & GARDEN SUPPLIES
56 WILLIS ST, WINCHELSEA

Ph - 5267 2094
Ryan - 0438 672 281

email: rakdavissons@gmail.com

30 Winchelsea Star 20 January 2026 ~—

o O O

b

STORAGE
KING
——

SIMPLE STORAGE SOLUTIONS

* Personal & Business Storage

* Boat, Caravan & Vehicle Storage
* High Security Premises

¢ Individually Alarmed Units

* Electric Gate Access

* 7 Day Access & CCTV

YOUR STORAGE PROBLEMS SOLVED

5267 3116
6 ALSOP DRIVE, WINCHELSEA 3241

[l Wightons Lawyers

Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Debt Collection
Property Law
Wills & Estates
Powers of Attorney
Business Law
Family Law

By appointment only

22 Willis Street, Winchelsea
ph. 5221 8777

www.wightons.com.au

4 R,
e .

Generations of Care
and Compassion.

e
AFDA Member
PH: 52214788

www.tuckers.com.au




45 Hesse Street, Winchelsea, VIC (03) 5267 2241 winchelsea.bowls.com.au

Winchelsea Bowils Club

Julie Johnson

Midweek Pennant commenced on Tuesday the 6th of January
in hot conditions and Saturday on the 17th of January in very
windy conditions. Winchelsea had a great new year kick start on
the three Pennant Days, winning 7/8 matches and drawing the
other.

MIDWEEK RESULTS

Although we had an unusual number of replacements due
to people still being on holidays both teams were reasonably
successful.

Round 10

Division 1 drew with Central away, 63 shots all.

Division 3 def City at home winning all rinks, 64 shots to 48
shots.

Round 11

Division 1 def Colac away winning 2/3 rinks and drawing the
other, 70/58 shots.

Division 3 def Camperdown Magpies away winning all rinks,
66/49 shots.

SATURDAY RESULTS

Round 11

Winchelsea 1 A def Colac Central at home winning 3/4 rinks,
97/74 shots.

Winchelsea 1 B def Simpson away winning 3/4 rinks, 83/82
shots.

Winchelsea 4 def Cobden away winning 2/3 rinks, 67/49 shots.
Winchelsea 5 def Birregurra at home winning both rinks, 66/49
shots.

Sport & Exercise

WINCHELSEA

BOWLS CLUB

LADDER POSITIONS

Midweek both teams in 1st position.

Saturday 1 A 1st, 1 B 6th, 4 1st, 5 3rd. In great positions for
finals with 3 games to play.

AROUND THE GREEN

Just prior to the Christmas break the Club Singles
Championships finals were held followed by a break up

BBQ at the club. Pip Ward defeated Erin Baulch and Rhys

Jeffs defeated Max Heaton-Harris. They were two very
entertaining and lengthy matches with lots of spectators present,
congratulations to all players. Pip and Rhys will play in the 1st
Round of the Champion of Champions at Colac Bowls Club on
the 18th January and if successful will progress through the
rounds to the second day on 25th January.

Tournament winners Jason Armstrong, Matt Brewer,
Denis Delany, Paul Stanley with Club President
Andrew Doyle and Tournament Director Peter McConachy.

The Open 4’s Tournament went ahead on the 10th January
despite many reservations on the Friday night. The Tournament
sponsored by Charles Stewart with support from the Bendigo
Bank congratulated the overall winners a combined team from
Camperdown Magpies and Terang. We thank our many helpers
and workers who helped to make this day successful and run as
smoothly as possible in the ordinary conditions.

Winchelsea Bowls Club would also like to acknowledge the
very harrowing weeks of loss for Victorian communities and
acknowledge the fantastic work of all Emergency services.
There will no doubt be a fundraiser at Colac greens organized
and well attended by the bowling communities in the future.

Let’s continue our wonderful beginning and may the
bowls be with you!!
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/e Winchelsea
Vet Clinic Branch
o T By Appointment:

Monday 2-5pm Thursday 11-3pm

40 Main Street Winchelsea
5232 1792 www.colacvet.com.au

Chat with your
Councillor

4

5234 6585 0417 385 984

For all your septic tank, grease traps
and interceptor pits servicing.
Locally owned and operated

9
&

74 Dennis Street, Colac
5231 1861 EsEE

A IRRI 10N
- WATER

GATIO
PURIFICATION
SOLAR - REPAIR

Tony
Phelps

Water Supply
Specialists
1st Thursday of the month
10am-12pm
Winchelsea Shire Hall
co-working/study space

WATER SOLUTIONS

ALL THINGS WATER:

+ PUMPS - PIPES
+ FITTIMNGS - TANKS
POCL CHEMICALS

WINCHETLSEA

Osteopathic Clinic

Back pain « Neck pain o Sportinginjuries « Headaches o Shoulder pain e Sciatica

Ph: 5267 2948
34 Main Street, Winchelsea (within The Exchange)

Book online at:
www.winchelseaosteopathicclinic.com.au

UILDING &

ONSTRUCTION

0409 433 687

GISTERED

ding Practitioner

A family business operating for more

than 138 years, HF Richardson services an
extensive client base throughout the greater
Winchelsea area. Our success is built on

a long history of innovation and while we've

Eric Foster
0429 499 924
Sales Executive

moved with the times, our basic values of
honesty, trust and integrity have remained.

/ 3"\“

Residential | Rural Lifestyle B o,
Agricultural Farms (“?)
Ken McDonald
HF RICHARDSON 0418 524150

Licensed Estate Agent

PROPERTY

www.hfrichardson.com.au

=
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HESSE

RURAL
HEALTH

Rokewood
-

Bannockburn
L]
Beeac
| ]
Winchelsea
n

Diabetes Education
Social Support Groups

Acute Care-
Urgent Carex

Residential Aged Care* Counselling
Communtiy Nursing Home Care

Dietetics Health Promotion
Physiothera py * services from Winchelsea only

Occupational Therapy



Winchelsea Football Netball Club Inc

Hopkins St, Winchelsea winchelseafnc@hotmail.com

Blues News

Janet Fletcher

Happy New Year to all Club sponsors, players, supporters and
volunteers and what a special year 2026 is for the Football &
Netball Club! The Winchelsea Football Club was established in

1876 and so this year marks the 150th year birthday celebration.

150 years of different Leagues, jumper style, colours and
designs, 2 World Wars and latterly Covid epidemic interruptions,
along with all the trials and tribulations that are involved in the
running of a small country Football & Netball Club, despite all
this, here we are — the Mighty Blues standing stronger than ever
to face what the next 150 years may thrust upon us.

Who are the Winchelsea Blues ??

Past and present players, parents of past and present Junior
players, all the Club’s supporters, our social members, our
fabulous volunteers, including Junior Trainers, and Murray
Bennett, also including many parents who stood up as
Coaches for both Football & Netball, committee members past
and present, Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, the Club’s
esteemed Life Members and our loyal sponsors, old and new,
this is who we are — one Club united to continue to be proud of
who we are and what we are trying to achieve.

We are all part of the Winchelsea Blues.

POSITION VACANT,
W.F.N.C. CANTEEN

The Winchelsea Football & Netball Club
is looking for a Manager/s for the 2026 Season,
to oversee our Canteen on home game days.
This is a paid position.

9 HOME GAMES ~ Rounds 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 11, 14, 16, & 18.
Rounds 2, 3, & potentially 4 will be Twilight games.

Aroster will be in place for Footballers and Netballers, and
Catering team to assist.

Preparing and operating Canteen duties will include:

*  Knowledge and operation of a deep fryer and
being familiar with the part it plays on game days
is especially important.

*  Foods include chips, dim sims, potato cakes,
chiko rolls, chicken schnitzels.

»  Assembling of ham/chicken salad rolls.

*  Monitoring of pies, pasties and sausage rolls
in a pie warmer.

* Hot dogs, steamed dim sims, gravy for chips and
gravy, beef and gravy rolls.

»  Chicken schnitzel burgers.

All ordering will be done with consultation,
no front of house required, no money handling required.

All interested enquiries
Janet Fletcher 0400 783 408

Sport & Exercise

BLUES

WINCHELSEA F.N.C.

2026 will see many celebratory milestones and tributes to past
players, Presidents, volunteers and long-time sponsors who
have been there for the Winnie Blues through thick and thin.

To kick start the celebrations Jason Nogueira Photography has
produced a unique Calendar tor 2026 to commemorate the Club’s
150th year. These can be purchased for $25 through the Club’s
online shop winchelseafnc.sportsclique.com.au.

STOCKS OF THESE ARE LIMITED - please place your order
quickly as so not to miss out!!

GO BLUES!

10am Sunday Feb 15th
@ Eastern Reserve

Junior Football
Junior Netball ..

Auskick

3 Net Set Go
(>

On-field activities

Meet the coaches

Boot swap

33
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Health Care

Get yours and your families health back naturally

Empower yourselves for life-long health & wellness
Perform and play at your absolute best

f ‘ www.onebodychiropractic.com.au
03 52672240 21 Hesse St Winchelsea

Here for your Vitality...

For all your livestock, rural real estate and property
management needs, speak to the Charles Stewart team

Livestock Real Estate

Peter McConachy 0408 522 878 Michael Stewart 0418520 467
Jamie McConachy 0418 522 879 Peter McConachy 0408 522 878
Matthew Nelson 0428 315 400 Andrew Rice 0457 105 500
Gerard Bohan 0400 005 541 Josh Lamanna 0417 586 032
Dougal McIntyre 0439 575 612 Daryl Oborne 0419 388 341

Anthony McDonald 0418 593 597
Property Management - 5231 501 |

Sarah Higgs ~ Nathan Gray Daniella De Rooy
STEWERT I5 Murrell Street, Winchelsea 5231 5400

A Alford

New Homes, Renovations, Extensions,
Bathrooms, Decks & Pergolas

¢, 0408 583 362 REGISTERED

Building Practitioner

¥ stephen@alfordbuilt.com.au
Servicing Winchelsea

MBBWOOD  Zenere
pl“MBINE ¢ General maintenance &

blocked drains
Call Matt - 0418 319 357 * Gas fitting & hot water
mbwoodplumbing.au .

il
e

service upgrades
New homes & renovations
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" Scott MicDonald
D423 413 829

S.J.R AUTOMLC

ABN S92 453 846 39
13 ALSOR DRIVE, WINCHELS

Strength training and martial arts
for the whole family in Winchelsea

PERSONAL TRAINING
STRENGTH CLASSES

KIDS KUNG FU /)
BOXING

0401417387
sunnygym.com.au
evan@sunnygym.com.au




Sport & Exercise

parkrun 98 e

Saturday 17 January 2026 Trebeck Reserve, Winchelsea

www.parkrun.com.au

Thirty eight parkrunners walked or ran the course through Full details of this week’s results can be found at
Trebeck Reserve this week in very windy conditions. There were trebeckreserveparkrun.com.au/results.
seven volunteers and we had visitors from Bannockburn, Wallaby =~ Check out our Facebook page for more photos.

Track and Perth. . - .
If you wish to join us any Saturday morning as a walker, runner

or volunteer please complete the simple online registration at
parkrun.com.au/register, this is free, only needs to be done
This event was made possible by the following volunteers: Kate once and can be used at any of the 5,000 plus parkrun events
Mclnnes, Liz Bennett, Neil Mclnnes, Don Smith, Angela Hurren, worldwide.

Ann Jones and Kristen Czerkiewicz.

Congratulations to Paul Atwell who ran a Personal Best time.

To volunteer please email to trebeckreserve@parkrun.com

Ambulance Victoria 33 Willis Street

Bendigo Bank 11 Main Street

Globe Theatre (Side entrance) 17 Willis Street
Hesse Rural Health 8 Gosney Street

Men’s Shed 51 Hesse Street

Netball Courts Eastern Reserve Hopkins St

DEFIBRILLATORS IN WINCHELSEA ball Cc _
Senior Citizens Club 36 Harding Street

Accessible to the public 24 hours a day Uniting Church 33 Hesse Street

Winchelsea Lions Club has compiled a list Winchelsea Bowls Club Hesse Street
of public access defibrillators in Winchelsea. Winchelsea Golf Club 13 Anderson Street

. *  Winchelsea Primary School Main Street
If you know others, please contact Linda Carter 0439 817 263. «  Wurdale Memorial Hall 220 Wurdale Road
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Winchelsea
YOU CAN'T CONTROL FIRE. Star
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL
WHEN YOU LEAVE.

When the Fire Danger Rating is Extreme or
Catastrophic, leaving early is your safest option.

LK
Eh@; Download the VicEmergency app
- 1 or go to emergency.vic.gov.au

[=]

k\m

tate
overnment

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW FiRt? vom

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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