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Celebrating our wonderful women this month 
Now there was a � me 
when they used to say

That behind every great man 
there had to be a great woman.

But in these � mes of change 
You know that it’s no longer true.

So we’re coming out of the 
kitchen

‘Cause there’s something we 
forgot to say to you

We say:
Sisters are doin’ it for themselves

Standin’ on their own two feet 
an 

ringin’ on their own bells.
Sisters are doin’ it for themselves

Now this is a song to celebrate
The conscious libera� on of the 

female state.
Mothers daughters and their 

daughters too 
Woman to woman

We’re singing with you.
The inferior sex has got a new 

exterior
We got doctors lawyers 

poli� cians too.
Everybody take a look around 

Can you see,  can you see
Can you see there’s a woman 

right next to you
We say: 

Sisters are doin’ it for themselves
Now we ain’t makin’ stories and 

we
ain’t laying plans

 ‘Cause a man s� ll loves a 
woman and

A woman s� ll loves a man
Just the same though –

Sisters are doin’ it for themselves
Now there was a � me when they 

used to say
Sisters are doin’ it for themselves

Sisters are doin’ it for them-
selves
Eurythmics 1985Some of our fabulous women of Hoedpsruit : Louise  Worthington, Dani’le Bredenkamp, Antonia Hoddinott and Dudu Mametja
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Letters to the editor
no accountability for that 
at all.
Naturally it generated a 
vast “sub press” outcry 
from people across the 
country, not to menti on 
some within our commu-
nity in the Hoedspruit sur-
rounds, and many people 
asked me for personal com-
ment. 
 As a publisher, and by no 
means a political animal 
or expert, I searched for 
comment on the incident. 
The one I did find was this 
one, and what I did find 
interesting was the idea 
that the author’s bags were 
not yet packed. The reason 
why we included this article 
in the publication was 
purely from the perspective 
of “the grass might not be 
greener on the other side 
of the fence”, which in 
the country that we live in 
today we believe to be very 
important and pertinent.
I did get another lett er on 
this piece that stated ….”a 
very interesti ng arti cle, 
the defence mechanism 
of incompetence is att ack. 
Whilst the coff ers are being 
looted we should expect 
that. But I suppose it might 
be a case of bett er the devil 
you know than the devil 
you don’t.”
As our disclaimer states, 
the opinions of arti cles 
published are strictly those 
of the authors and we as 
the Kruger2Canyon News 
will remain neutral. We al-
ways like to off er opposing 
viewpoints, and as long as 
it initi ates a level of con-
templati on and possibly 
in some cases alternati ve 
thought, then I believe we 
have achieved something, 
rather than just feeding our 
audience what they want 
to hear.
Your points are well noted 
and thank you for taking 
the ti me to correspond with 
us. I hope and trust that 
you will conti nue to enjoy 
the publicati on going for-
ward.

 

Dear Ed 

  Reading the ‘Letters to 
the Editor ‘ in the July ad-
dition of the Kruger2Can-
yon newspaper I can only 
second the comments 
about the positive change 
with the focus on wildlife 
issues in the newspaper. 
The July edition is full of 
interesting articles about 
wildlife and relevant infor-
mation. 
  However there is one ar-
ticle that I find completely 
out of place, and that is 
the article on Page 12 ti-
tled “Utterly Confusing”. 
The title “utterly without 
nuance” or “utterly lu-
dicrous ” or “racist rant” 
would  have been more 
appropriate.
  It’s a political statement 
by someone  who has ob-
viously never lived in ei-
ther Europe or the US. I 
don’t pretend to be an ex-
pert on world politics, yet I 
have lived for years in both 
regions and the comments 
made are so ignorant and 
unfounded that it’s em-
barrassing to read.
  However, whether some-
one agrees or not with 
the content, I fail to un-
derstand what an article 
like this is doing in this lo-
cal newspaper other than 
to provoke. It’s not re-
searched but simply cop-
ied from another news-
paper without any fact 
checking. This makes it an 
opinion peace and not a 
news article of any value 
to the local audience.
  I really hope that K2C 
will stay away from these 
ignorant opinion pieces 
in the future. It will only 
hurt your credibility if you 
don’t. 
  Thank you for reading 
this.
Christina V

Ed: Dear Christina V,
 Thank you for your letter 
and compliments – it’s 
always great to hear from 
our readers.
 One cannot condone the 
tirade vented forth by our 
Minister of Police in any 
way or circumstance, with 

Dear Editor

  Hoedspruit is a town 
known for its tourism in-
fluence which automati-
cally brings job creation 
and money into the area, 
creating new opportuni-
ties for growth and devel-
opment. Driving around 
town and seeing just how 
many tourists have re-
turned to our shores and 
“going on safari in Africa”, 
it is so easy to take things 
like this for granted.
  With this said it is embar-
rassing to see the state of 
the road leading towards 
Eastgate Airport (Ar-
gyle Road / Timbavati 
Road). Having to travel 
this road daily, I have 
seen numerous close calls 
with vehicles swerving to 
dodge potholes – some of 
which are so big that they 
literally take up an entire 
lane. One needs to keep in 
mind that most of the ve-
hicles that travel on these 
roads are carrying tourists 
- should there be an acci-
dent or even death occur-
ring due to the condition 
of a road, which should 
have been maintained 
long before reaching this 
state which it is currently 
in.  This would be the last 
thing South African Tour-
ism needs right now after 
struggling to recover from 
the “Covid pandemic”. 
  Not too long-ago Hoed-
spruit was in contention 
for “Town of the Year” 
with roads and infrastruc-
ture being on par, and ob-
viously with the influx of 
tourists in our area.  I find 
the current situation to be 
totally unacceptable and 
can’t believe that on this 
road, which has so many 
animals on it already, that 
one still needs to swerve 
and weave around to miss 
the potholes.
  It is of utmost impor-
tance that this matter 
receives the attention re-
quired in order to restore 
Hoedspruit to its full po-
tential and in welcoming 
back all its International 
tourists.
  The paper is amazing and 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in the Kruger2Canyon News are strictly 
those of the authors. Opinions are based on informa� on that the authors consider to 
be reliable. They do not purport to refl ect the opinions or views of the Kruger2Canyon 
News or its members. The designa� ons employed in this publica� on and the presenta-
� on of material therein, do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever, nor 
do they warrant completeness and accuracy, on the part of the Kruger2Canyon News.

Sudoku

you and your team are do-
ing a great job. 

Kind regards
Nico Pretorius - 
Exquisite African Gifts 
and Curios

Ed: Dear Nico

Thank you for your letter 
and kind words. I couldn’t 
agree with you more. It’s 
a disgrace that one of our 
prime routes in this area 
is in the condition that it 
is. What impression does 
that give to the eager 
and excited tourists arriv-
ing from (primarily) first-
world countries? And you 
are right, it’s only a mat-
ter of time before there is 
a tragedy on that road.
  I will question the May-
or when I get to speak to 
him.
 

Dear Editor,

  I just read the article 
about elephants that you 
guys published on the 
front page and I just want-
ed to thank you. What a 
great article, debunking 
myths, educating people 
about the importance 
these magnificent animals 
and  for once, just saying 
positive things about their 
role, their presence and 
their amazing personality. 
Thank you for them!
  Emi

Ed: Thank you for the 
compliment, much appre-
ciated.

Dear Ed

  It’s all very well want-
ing to put low-cost hous-
ing in our town, but let’s 
just think about that – if 
we cannot keep a clean 
town now (just look at 

the mess) without con-
servatively another 2000 
people, how are we go-
ing to look then? Not to 
mention the increase in 
traffic, taxis hooting all 
over town, pressure on 
the infrastructure, light 
pollution, and possibly 
an increase in crime. Has 
ANYONE thought of that? 
I think it’s a very bad idea 
and will only lead to a 
degradation of the town – 
and then what? And I can 
tell you the next proper-
ties to go will be the ad-
joining property next to 
that one on both sides – 
check that out Mr Mayor 
and the rest. What do you 
say to that?
Anon

Ed: A very vociferous let-
ter – such a pity you are 
‘Anon’. I think these issues 
need to be addressed with 
the Mayor, the Ward Coun-
cillor and anyone else that 
may enlighten us all as to 
the future plans. I certainly 
can ask the Mayor and the 
Councillor for their com-
ments and let’s see what 
we get.

  

Dear Ed

  My husband and I have 
recently relocated from 
Johannesburg to Hoed-
spruit, and I am shocked 
at the cost of living here! I 
think that restaurants are 
overpriced and certainly 
the cost of fresh produce 
is through the roof, and it’s 
from just down the road. I 
am fl abbergasted to say the 
least and I think we are be-
ing taken for a ride because 
of the number of foreigners 
that reside in our town and 
come in with Dollars, Euros 
or Pounds – for them it’s 
cheap. It’s really not cool.
Berny

Ed: Berny, most people (as 
I understand) around town 
totally agree with you – I 
have been asked on numer-
ous occasions to do a sur-
vey on this. Maybe it is now 
ti me. I think that most peo-
ple are feeling the pinch.
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Tyrian purple: The colour that changed the world
Don Pinnock

 The wri� ng you are now 
reading is largely due to 
the mucus glands near the 
anus of a Mediterranean 
sea snail, the spiny dye-
murex. Small beginnings 
some� mes seed surprising 
outcomes.
  Though the stories vary, 
all agree that it began with 
a dog. The Greek version is 
that the demigod Heracles 
and his dog were walk-
ing along a beach to visit a 
nymph. The dog gnawed on 
a snail and ended up with 
a purple mouth. When the 
nymph saw the colour she 
begged for a garment of the 
same colour.
  In the Phoenician version, 
the dog belonged to Tyro, 
the mistress of the god 
Melqart who, on seeing the 
colour, requested a shawl of 
that colour.
  Whoever it was who no-
� ced the colour – and the 
dog on the beach story 
seems plausible – boiled 
a bucket of the snails and 
ended up with the fi nest dye 
the world had ever seen. In 
it, cloth turned an astonish-
ing colour that didn’t fade 
but deepened in sunlight. It 
would lay the founda� ons 
of the world we now live in.
  The beach was on the 
eastern coastline of the 
Mediterranean, and the 
date probably around 1200 
BC. The area consisted of 
a number of insignifi cant 
city-states surrounded by 
forest and wedged between 
high mountains and the sea. 
They had wood to trade but 
not much else. 
  The Bronze Age was falling 
apart for various reasons 
and the future of the Medi-
terranean cultures looked 
bleak. The anal secre� on of 
the spiny dye-murex, used 
as a defence, would change 
all that. It would produce 
what became known as Tyr-
ian Purple. 
  Extrac� ng enough dye 
from the small gland of a 
moderate-sized mollusc re-
quired a lot of snails and a 
good deal of for� tude. It’s 
said to have taken 10 000 
snails to yield one gram of 
pure dye, enough to colour 
only the trim of a single 
garment. These numbers 
are supported by the quan-
� ty of discarded shells 
which, at Sidon in Lebanon 
for example, created a 
mountain 40 metres high.
  The dye could be collect-
ed by “milking” the snails 
through irrita� ng them, 

which was labour intensive. 
But, as demand grew, the 
preferred method was to 
crush them and leave them 
to rot. 
  This produced a hideous 
stench, which might explain 
why the dye works were 14 
kilometres south of the city 
at Sarepta. So pervasive was 
this smell that the Jewish 
Talmud specifi cally granted 
women the right to divorce 
any husband who became a 
dyer a� er marriage.
  News of beau� ful purple 
Phoenician cloth began to 
spread. Its rarity ensured 
high value and on its trade 
the Phoenician empire be-
gan to emerge. 
  The dye was so sought af-
ter it would become more 
valuable, weight for weight, 
than silver or gold. Tyr-
ian purple became a status 
symbol represen� ng power, 
pres� ge and wealth. Only 
royalty was permi� ed to 
wear the colour and their 
children were said to be 
“born in the purple”. 
  Being clad in purple was a 
statement – and an aff ront. 
Julius Caesar is named as 
the fi rst person to wear an 
all-purple toga purpurea. 
King Ptolemy of Mauretania 
wore one and it cost him his 
life. According to the Ro-

man historian Suetonius, 
Ptolemy’s sartorial decision 
to wear purple on a visit to 
the Emperor Caligula, was 
interpreted as an act of 
imperial aggression and he 
had his guest killed. Purple, 
it seems, was also to die for.

  It’s a colour so subtle that, 
even today, it cannot be ac-
curately rendered on a stan-
dard RGB computer moni-
tor.
  The Phoenicians were 
quick to use their discovery 
to advantage. With their 

plen� ful cedar trees and a 
product more valuable than 
gold, they built magnifi cent 
ships for trading and war. 
Their vessels were faster 
than any other, with an in-
genious underwater “beak” 
that cut water ahead of the 
hull and spiked enemies. 
  They invented the trireme, 
which was regarded as the 
most advanced and pow-
erful vessel in the ancient 
Mediterranean world, and 
was eventually adopted by 
the Greeks. They also devel-
oped the keel and pegged 
mor� ce, and tenon joints 
which served as a construc-
� on standard un� l late into 
the Roman Empire.
  The amphora, a type of 
container used for both 
dry and liquid goods, was 
a Phoenician inven� on and 
became a standardised 
measurement of volume for 
close to 2000 years.
  Braving the seas beyond 
the sight of land, they ad-
vanced westwards, es-
tablishing trading ports at 
Cyrene (Libya), Carthage 
(Tunisia), Tingi (Morocco), 
Sardinia, Crete and Sicily, 
powered by the sale of Tyr-
ian purple. 
  For more than 1000 years 
they were lords of the Med-
iterranean, and the greatest 

‘The Discovery of Purple’, the 1636 painting by 
Theodoor van Thulden housed at Museo del Prado. 
Image: Wikimedia

Murex shell. Image: Supplied / Thames & Hudson 
Australia / Adrian Lander

The silk shroud of Charlemagne made with gold and 
Tyrian purple. Image: Supplied / Musée National du 
Moyen Âge

traders the world had seen, 
growing immensely rich. 
They helped to facilitate the 
exchange of cultures, ideas 
and knowledge between 
major cradles of civiliza� on 
such as Greece, Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. 
  Such complex trade need-
ed records and their mer-
chants adapted a clunky Ca-
naanite script into a simple, 
22-le� er alphabet to do the 
job. Its system was pho-
ne� c, based on sounds and 
not objects, unlike the more 
cumbersome Chinese.
  The world’s oldest verifi ed 
alphabet, it spread across 
the Mediterranean, giving 
rise to Greek, Italic, Ana-
tolian, Paleohispanic and 
the script you’re reading. 
But for that lowly snail on 
a Tyrian beach, you might 
be reading this in complex 
hieroglyphics.
  Under threat from envi-
ous, warlike neighbours, 
the people of the seafar-
ing city states relocated to 
Carthage where, in 146 BC, 
they were crushed by Rome. 
They are remembered today 
by the name given to them 
by the Greeks: Phoenicians 
– meaning People of Purple. 
  This arti cle was fi rst pub-
lished in the Daily Maverick

A “fl eet” of Greek tri-
remes is shown in a mul-
tiple image of the recon-
structed ship “Olympias,” 
a faithful recreation of 
the Ancient Greek trireme 
which enabled the rise of 
Athens as a great power. 
Image: Supplied / ED-
SITEment-reconstructed

                                                                   Phonecian trade routes. Image: Wikipedia

Last Judgement by Michelangelo with Christ in royal 
purple.                                                 Image: Supplied
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Shaping Southern Africa’s greatest 
sanctuary for transfrontier vultures 
Peace Parks Foundati on

  In an innovati ve partnership 
with Birdlife South Africa, Peace 
Park Foundati on’s progress in 
restoring Zinave Nati onal Park 
shows how nature nurtures vul-
tures when given a chance. 

  Ask any global ci� zen – from any 
rural or urban part of the world 
– what they value highly in their 
lives and homes: security and 
resources. The freedom to exist 
in a safe, abundant space. This 
survival drive and right is com-
mon to all species, but those 
with a history of acute persecu-
� on need protec� ng and provid-
ing for more than most, and now 
more than ever. 
  This reality is making for a pow-
erful match between a famously 
misunderstood bird and one of 
Mozambique’s lesser known 
but fl ourishing wild spaces. Zi-
nave Na� onal Park, that owns 
precious shares in the greater 
space of the Great Limpopo 
Transfron� er Conserva� on Area 
(GLTFCA), has been a biodiversity 
work-in-progress, and inspira� on 
since 2016 when Mozambique’s 
Na� onal Administra� on for Con-
serva� on Areas and Peace Parks’ 
long-term agreement to co-man-
age the 408 000 ha open system, 
came about. So began an inten-
sive programme to opera� onally 
rebuild and ecologically restore 
the park. Following transforma-
� ve infrastructure, conserva� on 
management and law enforce-
ment enhancements, more than 
2300 game animals represen� ng 
14 diff erent species were reintro-
duced into the park. And now it is 
ready to safely embrace vultures, 
numbering at least 2 endangered 
species - hopefully more in � me. 
  To do so eff ec� vely, Zinave has 
become a Vulture Safe Zone 
(VSZ) – now the largest of its kind 
in southern Africa. This collab-
ora� ve project between Peace 
Parks and BirdLife South Africa 
is the latest adventure for an 
emerging park in fulfi lling its rich 
poten� al; an especially challeng-
ing and exci� ng opportunity for a 
number of reasons. 
 
Persecuted and underesti mated 
  As raptors go, vultures have 
had a seriously bad rap. Brand-
ed bo� om-feeders, poachers’ 
whistle-blowers and totems of 
muthi-power, they have been 
inten� onally used and abused, 

and exposed to incidental risk. 
Each of the nine species exist-
ing across southern Africa have 
suff ered to varying degrees. Of 
these, four are considered Cri� -
cally Endangered by the IUCN’s 
Red List and BirdLife Interna-
� onal, but no species is secure: 
the net loss is deeply signifi cant. 
Because removing vultures from 
the picture, as humans have 
been with fi erce consistency, 
leaves a debt of ‘ecosystem ser-
vices’ that we can’t aff ord. 
  In short, if vultures disappeared 
from the landscape, more than 
the mighty scavengers would 
fall. Unprocessed, turned ro�  ng 
meat would fall prey to disease-
causing agents, becoming a seri-
ous health risk to other animals 
as well as to humans. 
  Compounding the consequenc-
es of this, the absence of vultures 
could see the guild of scavenging 
mammals, such as jackal and fe-
ral dogs, exploit the new abun-
dance of carrion, proliferate and 
further amplify disease risk. The 
viruses they transmit could bust 
popula� ons of certain endan-
gered species, and impact hu-
mans too. These checks and bal-
ances, or ‘nature contribu� ons’, 
will be impossible or enormously 
costly to replace once they are 
lost. 
  Wild spaces are fed by food 
webs of unimaginable complex-
ity. Ecosystems maintain equilib-
rium because of nutrients travel-
ing back and forth from one state 
to another – these elements and 
their momentum play the most 
vital role in keeping the ecosys-
tem func� oning. This process is 
known as nutrient cycling and it 
is fundamental in powering up 
the parks and every dependent 
species. The ‘nutrient poten� al’ 
of bodies on the ground can’t be 
accessed without the broader 
scavenger system in place. 
  Predators have always held a 
prominent – iconic – place in the 
food hierarchy. Scavengers less 
so, with lowly detri� vores the 
lowest of the low. Throughout 
southern African habitats, vul-
tures sweep into the feeding sys-
tem’s pecking order and work it 
uniquely – but never in isola� on. 
  The subtle� es of these interac-
� ons between elements – and 
species – are so ingenious that 
they’re o� en overlooked and 
undervalued. Scavengers are 
opportunists all-round – they ex-

ploit carrion, and each other, so 
conserving one (or not) naturally 
impacts another. 
  Case in point, vultures have 
a reciprocal rela� onship with 
hyenas: not a close symbio� c 
associa� on, and certainly not 
friends, but scavengers with mu-
tual benefi ts. Bone-crushing, a 
characteris� c feeding behaviour 
of hyenas, feeds directly into 
vultures’ systems – making car-
casses more accessible, there-
fore nutrients more available. 
Teeth and jaws beat beaks when 
it comes to making the fi rst move 
on a kill: tearing through tough 
skin to expose the buff et but also 
breaking whole bones into frag-
ments, fi t for a raptor designed 
to do things slightly diff erently. 
A good thing then, that just two 
years ago, Peace Parks and ANAC 
successfully brought back hyena 
to the Zinave a� er decades of 
absence, with cubs added to the 
troop recently. A vulture exposé  
recently published in the Journal 
of Animal Ecology, revealed how 
these dynamics play out in the 
hyenas’ favour in return: how 
ground-based scavengers use 
soaring birds of prey as their eyes 
in the sky to fi nd their next din-
ing spot. The study revealed that 
both jackals and hyenas were 
spying on vultures, gaining valu-
able informa� on about carrion 
resources: how to fi nd the bigger 
spoils, faster. Impressively, they 
could diff eren� ate between vul-
tures, signalling rela� vely large 
dead animals, and eagles, which 
look similar but prefer smaller 
prey. 
  Each to their niche, which makes 
a powerful case for an abun-
dance of diff erent species in any 
given space. Logically these vital 
gains, on all sides, grow in step 
with biological diversity. The in-
coming vultures stand to benefi t 
from all the hard restora� on and 
rewilding work, whilst the park’s 
pre-exis� ng wildlife will reap re-
wards from vultures in return. 

Paving the way to safety and 
beyond 
  In essence, the value of any wild 
space is far more than the sum of 
its parts. With vultures alone be-
ing so precious to an ecosystem, 
this gives impressive context to 
Zinave’s net biodiversity worth, 
and valuable role it has to play as 
part of something even greater. 
  The philosophy si�  ng right at 

the heart of Peace Parks Foun-
da� on, and the partners it is for-
tunate to collaborate with, is es-
sen� ally one of ‘breathing space’. 
Working to connect – reconnect, 
rewild – Africa’s wilderness ar-
eas, seeing fron� ers as gateways 
as opposed to barriers to na-
ture. Transfron� er Conserva� on 
Areas seek to replace disparity 
and instability, amongst wildlife 
and people, with harmony; by 
defi ni� on, it is a process which 
goes with the fl ow – of expanded 
ecosystems and unconstrained 
species. 
  Wildlife corridors, on the ground 
and in the air, exemplify this need 
for fl ow, and data collected by 
the Endangered Wildlife Trust on 
vulture movements proves it: a 
vital iden� fi able fl ight path from 
Kruger Na� onal Park in South 
Africa, into Zinave across the 
GLTFCA. 
  The White-backed Vulture and 
the White-headed Vulture, both 
listed as ‘cri� cally endangered’, 
are the two best-known spe-
cies to run this gauntlet. Within 
2 days individuals can traverse 
a cross-border route to Mozam-
bique that also includes stop-
overs in Zululand and Zambia, 
fl ying over a heavily fragmented 
landscape. This is a notable detail 
since, to protect vultures urgent-
ly, eff ec� ve ini� a� ves must cover 
not only great spaces, parks 
and reserves, but also pockets 
of privately-owned land. With 
mul� ple landowners under their 
fl ight path, this doesn’t make ne-
go� a� ons, monitoring or impact 
control – all core facets of VSZs – 
straigh� orward. 
  The vast fl ight corridor is li� ered 
with threats such as targeted poi-
soning, secondary poisoning (via 
carcasses of assumed livestock 
predators killed by illegally laced 
meat) and death by poachers for 
‘belief-use’ body parts, and to 
eliminate the ‘tell’ posed by vul-
tures fl ocking to poaching sites. 
  Faced with so many geographi-
cal and criminal challenges, Bird-
Life’s task is as expansive as the 
vultures’ range itself, par� cularly 
given its more inaccessible areas. 
The recovery of sick and injured 
birds is compromised by im-
mense challenges of covering the 
ground, which lends signifi cance 
to the support of conserva� on 
allies, such as Peace Parks Foun-
da� on that not only operates in, 
but also along, the other safe ha-

vens and corridors on the fl ight-
path into Zinave. 
  This partnership is especially 
central to the overarching con-
cept of VSZs - which in theory 
and reality must both comple-
ment and amplify na� onal and 
interna� onal eff orts to reduce 
risk and impact, and thereby 
stabilise – revitalise – exis� ng 
vulture popula� ons. It is a formal 
partnership that extends to pro-
tec� ng and strengthening Key 
Biodiversity Areas, collabora� ng 
on policy issues, and developing 
birding tourism routes, which all 
collec� vely serve to increase the 
protec� on of bird species within 
transfron� er conserva� on areas 
across southern Africa. 
With a scarcity of data on vulture 
numbers and dynamics across 
the GLTFCA to date, this new col-
labora� on is a precious chance to 
observe, and measure, how the 
protec� on of crucial raptors in 
safe havens like Zinave can con-
tribute to healthy popula� ons 
and balanced ecosystems across 
the region. 

Putti  ng the ‘Safe’ into a Vulture 
Safe Zone 
  There are 15 current criteria hav-
ing to be met in order to qualify 
as a VSZ. Of primary importance 
is the banning of illegal use of 
poison in any way that infi ltrates 
vulture food webs, accompanied 
by training in poison response 
and protocol amongst staff . Add-
ed to this is increased awareness 
of monitoring and protec� ve 
measures around power lines to 
prevent electrocu� on. 

  Then there’s feeding (supple-
mentary) and breeding (undis-
turbed), and fi �  ng water res-
ervoirs with escape ladders to 
prevent birds from drowning. 
Ensuring that lead-free ammu-
ni� on is used (or removing lead 
poison from carcasses) to cull or 
hunt game or livestock and, as 
an ongoing eff ort, monitoring of 
popula� ons and repor� ng of in-
juries and mortali� es. The la� er 
is known to be a par� cular chal-
lenge, but it is a vital condi� on 
for vulture safety, and one which 
BirdLife is determined to enable 
all along the vulture ‘fl yway’. 
  Certain VSZ condi� ons aren’t 
en� rely relevant to the park: the 
threat of water troughs or power 
lines for example. And there is no 
commercial hun� ng in Zinave, al-
though lead ammuni� on is used 
for game management and law 
enforcement purposes. 
  In terms of fulfi lling other cri-
teria, Zinave is on top of their 
game, and the training of staff  
and suppor� ng of standards is 
making great progress with the 
invaluable help and exper� se of 
the Endangered Wildlife Trust. 
  The commitment to protect 
such a boundless species is a 
complex and overwhelming but, 
above all, an exci� ng big picture 
for these tragically underes� -
mated raptors. It is more than 
just a story of birds, or the cycle 
of nutrients, or the reputa� on of 
an emerging park. It’s about the 
safety of a uniquely special place 
which sits right at the heart of a 
much broader circle of life. 

GLTCA Zinave Map      Images: Zinave
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             A tribute to Anton Mazimba-ranger
Mark Bishop

  There are very few people 
in the world that make such 
an impression on you, that 
you will remember them for 
the rest of your life. 
  Anton Mzimba was one of 
these people. Born on the 
11th February 1980, here 
was a man that believed he 
had a God-given talent to 
protect and conserve wild-
life. 
  As a young boy he remem-
bered always being in awe 
of soldiers, their uniform, 
their pride their strength 
and their energy, and he 
wanted that for his life. He 
never did get to be a con-
ven� onal soldier, but rather 
viewed his duty as similar 
but in a completely diff er-
ent way – a unique blend of 
passion, empathy, sincerity, 

and desire to look a� er the 
planet’s natural resources. 
And so he became a Field 
Ranger, uniformed, armed, 
strong, proud, humble and 
with an energy that was for-
ever giving. This was Anton 
Mzimba – a person that fol-
lowed his dream, inspired 
the youth and elderly, and 
a person that dedicated his 
life to protect the animals 
and wildlife around him, 
that had no voice of their 
own.
  Throughout his life Anton 
was passionate about what 
he did, and he had an insa-
� able willingness to learn 
and do more. He never 
shied away from responsi-
bility and his beliefs that at 
the end of the day mankind 
had been given the power 
to rule the land but had to 
protect it all. 

John Jurko II - Anton Mzimba - Matt Lindenberg by Global Conservation Corps
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leader, mo� vator, husband, father, friend

 “I’m protec� ng the natural 
resources from those that 
want to loot it” he once 
said. 
  Anton began his career as a 
ranger mid 1997, passed his 
basic fi eld ranger training in 
1998 and by 2003 had been 
promoted to full Corporal 
and an instructor within the 
Field Ranger program in the 
Timbava�  Private Nature 
Reserve. He was intricately 
involved in maintaining a 
level of physical and mental 
fi tness. This came together 
with ensuring good, mo-
� va� on, morale and work 
ethics that are all essen� al 
in making a professional, 
capable, and eff ec� ve unit. 
Five years later in 2008 he 
was appointed as the head 
of ranger services in the re-
serve. Later Anton was also 
appointed as technical advi-
sor to Global Conserva� on 
Corpora� on (GCC), keeping 
them up to date with chal-
lenges the people and ani-
mals were facing inside and 
outside of the park. Anton 
also played a leading role in 
a forthcoming documentary 
fi lm ‘RHINO MAN’, which 
highlights the trials and 
tribula� ons of fi eld rangers 
in South Africa, in their fi ght 
to protect the rhinos from 
poachers.
  Anton believed that the life 

of a ranger needed heart 
and passion – it’s was a call-
ing fraught with danger in 
the fi eld and at home in the 
community. As a ranger one 
must be on a state of alert-
ness 24/7. At home with his 
family, he was well aware 
that there were, in his opin-
ion three groups of people 
within the community. 
Firstly, those that viewed 
the fi eld rangers as good. 
Then there were those that 
believe that they are being 
excluded from access to the 
natural resources like game 
meat, fi rewood, grass, and 
soil. The last group are neu-
tral and are not interested 
in anything regarding wild-
life and poaching. 
  The problem group for 
rangers and for Anton, was 
the second group, because 
rangers are perceived by 
this group as being bad 
people – and this group will 
go out of their way to harm 
rangers, be it physically 
or emo� onally – all in the 
quest that the rangers will 
lose the passion for what 
they do, which will open up 
the chances (or fl oodgates) 
for poaching and illegal 
wildlife trade.
  Anton goes on to make the 
point that rangers spend 
long periods of � me out of 
their comfort zone and away 

from families and friends. 
When they enter back into 
their communi� es, they 
must set up boundaries and 
almost place themselves in 
a bubble, on an island with 
a degree of isola� on with-
in their own community. 
One never knows what the 
people within the commu-
nity are thinking or perceiv-
ing – is a very emo� ve and 
emo� onal journey – to the 
point where rangers almost 
feel disregarded by the 
community that they live in, 
because of the job that they 
do.
  Being a ranger requires a 
person to be strong with 
a strong heart, otherwise 
they will never overcome 
the pressures and respon-
sibili� es and they will ul-
� mately crumble. “I know 
from my heart that this is 
not just for me, but for the 
whole world and in the end 
for the human race. What 
I do will have an eff ect on 
the world for genera� ons 
to come – well a� er I am 
gone”, said Anton. He con-
� nues “what we would re-
ally like to know is that we 
are appreciated – small ac-
knowledgements keep us 
going”. 
  Anton explains that there 
are reasons for poaching, 
it’s not done for fun. The 

challenges in the communi-
� es are there, and poverty 
is the main one. In fact, it 
could almost be credited for 
all the other misdemean-
ours in the community. Pov-
erty is brought on by over-
popula� on and the coupled 
eff ect on the level of unem-
ployment.
  If there is nothing to eat 
what should people do? 
They will do whatever it 
takes to survive, and the 
mul� million-dollar crime 
syndicates know this. Pov-
erty makes people vulner-
able, and these are the 
people targeted by the 
syndicates and recruited to 
poach. These people have 
no real future and fi nding 
something to eat is as sim-
ple as it gets. These people 
are not inherent poachers, 
but when off ered rela� vely 
small money to get a rhino 
horn, which poten� ally 
means food on the table, 
they become easy pickings. 
These people have no alter-
na� ve and that’s the biggest 
challenge going forward.
  In an a� empt at be� ering 
the lot of the communi� es 
in the vicinity of the reserve, 
Timbava�  has an ‘Outreach’ 
program that endeavours to 
deal with some of the prob-
lems in the communi� es 
around the reserve. One of 

the things they do, is try-
ing to target employment in 
the lodges in the Timbava�  
from the local communi� es. 
This has an indirect aim of 
also ge�  ng communi� es to 
understand that wildlife and 
conserva� on is vital to their 
survival and ge�  ng them 
to buy into conserva� on 
ac� vi� es. At the end of the 
day preserva� on and con-
serva� on will lead to tour-
ism, which in turn will lead 
to employment which will 
lead to income and food on 
the plate!
  Sadly, the dream, dedica-
� on and passion did not 
last – this ranger, Anton 
Mzimba, a person that to-
tally grasped the natural 
and economic dynamic 
of conserva� on, who was 
absolutely incorrup� ble, 
and who gave 25 years of 
service to the Timbava�  
Private Nature Reserve, all 
in a fi ght for a be� er fu-
ture for us all, was brutally 
murdered in his own home 
and in front of his family, 
on the evening of July 26th. 
A unique soul that through 
the injus� ces of fate, has 
been lost to the world for-
ever.
  The GCC released a state-
ment which in part reads:
  “This tragic loss serves as 
a painful and sobering re-

minder of the danger that 
Anton and other brave 
wildlife defenders face ev-
ery day. Over 150 rangers 
around the world have lost 
their lives in the past 12 
months. It is perhaps poe� c 
that Anton’s memorial ser-
vice is on World Ranger Day 
2022. We chose this day to 
launch the ‘Anton Mzimba 
Educa� on Trust’ - a trust 
that will help support his 
children’s educa� on and 
immediate future while 
suppor� ng his life’s passion 
in the long-term; inspiring 
youth to love wildlife as he 
did. Our goal is $100,000 
to immediately establish 
a sustainable endowment 
fund.
  All funds raised in An-
ton’s Legacy will go directly 
to GCC and then wholly 
transferred into the newly 
forming “Anton Mzimba 
Educa� on Trust”. Found-
ing trustee’s include the 
Timbava�  Private Nature 
Reserve, Southern African 
Wildlife College, Elephants 
Alive and GCC - all of whom 
were extremely close with 
Anton and his community.
  It is also impera� ve to 
know that the Timbava�  
Private Nature Reserve is 
spearheading a parallel 
fundraising campaign to 
ensure the family›s 
immediate needs are met. 
Funds are dedicated to 
trauma counselling for the 
entire family, and ensuring 
the basic cost of living sup-
port is provided.
  Anton, we love you. We 
miss you. We promise to 
honour you by carrying on 
your legacy and protec� ng 
the vulnerable wildlife you 
sacrifi ced your life to save. 
We will never forget you...”

Note: We strongly urge 
people, businesses and cor-
porates to donate. A conve-
nient link has been set up on 
www.antonmzimba.com for 
donati ons. GCC are happy 
to announce that they have 
secured a ‘double impact’ 
donor that will match any-
one’s donati on to the trust. 
The site also has a link to the 
Timbavati  Private Nature 
Reserve’s campaign.

Anton Mzimba with rhino horn by Nick Smith Global Conservation Corps ( above left) RHINO MAN Poster by Marcel van Luit and Emma Gatland 
(above)
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Mark Bishop

  Kruger2Canyon News 
would like all its readers to 
celebrate Women’s Month 
(August) and give acknowl-
edgement and credit to 
the wonderful people in 
our lives that are women, 
grandmothers, aunts, moth-
ers, wives, friends, lovers, 
partners, teachers, whoever 
they may be. Thank you for 
being in our lives as support, 
comfort and guidance – we 
admire and love you all.
  To celebrate this women’s 
month, we had randomly 
chosen six outstanding 
women (from a pack of 50+) 
that are ‘doing it for them-
selves’ and making dust in 
Hoedspruit. We appreciate 
their honest answers to our 
ques� ons, and we intro-
duce them to you, as amaz-
ing women all within their 
own fi elds, that have got 
down and made it happen. 
Unfortunately two of the 
ladies had urgent ma� ers 
to deal with and missed the 
photo shoot, so maybe next 
� me for them.

Louise Worthington

  Born and bred in Johan-
nesburg, Louise is a 26 … 
(sorry small typo!) 53 year 
old single mother of two 
children, a daughter of 22 
and a son of 12. She did live 
in Europe for eight years 
but the pull of South Af-
rica was always there and 
eventually won out, and 
she returned. Louise owns 
Chickshack Interiors.
Louise is the quintessen� al 
entrepreneur having start-
ed her fi rst business whilst 
at school making matric 
dance dresses! This led on 
to her crea� ng her own 
clothing range.
  Leaving school she really 

wanted to be a lawyer but 
her entrepreneurial yearn-
ings were stronger and got 
the be� er of her, and she 
was eager to go out and 
start her own business. 
She did do a short s� nt in 
adver� sing (2 years) where 
she learnt a tremendous 
amount about marke� ng 
and produc� on. And then 
she got involved in the ex-
hibi� on industry, which 
was a fabulous ride for 
about 25 years. But that 
industry changed and Lou-
ise’s passion for crea� on 
got the be� er of her and 
she moved into interior 
design. Here she has fo-
cussed largely on lodges, 
new homes and specialised 
spaces.
  The exhibi� on industry 
was/is a very male domi-
nated space and at � mes 
this was tedious. The na-
ture of exhibi� on design, 
and produc� on of custom 
stands was predominantly 

construc� on, and many 
hours spent on site. Louise 
had the impression that a 
lot of men felt that a young 
blond women simply didn’t 
understand what needed 
to be done, and couldn’t 
possibly engage with car-
penters, joiners and build-
ers. That was where the 
male dominance factor 
came into play. But now she 
doesn’t have those experi-
ences in the interior design 
game, possibly because she 
views it as a combina� on of 
being a women dominat-
ed industry, and over the 
years her development of 
the confi dence and skills to 
navigate around any male 
dominance issue.
  Her solu� on to deal with 
male dominance was 
to simply put her head 
down and succeed in 
the industry. It took � me 
but her male colleagues 
came to respect and ac-
knowledge her success.

  Louise is of the belief 
that handling adversity is 
something one gets be� er 
at as one gets older and 
has more experience un-
der one’s belt. She is not 
afraid of confronta� on, so 
has never shied away from 
confron� ng diffi  cult situa-
� ons or people. Louise is 
a person that always tries 
to get to an outcome that 
benefi ts both par� es.
  She believes that being 
a women most definitely 
has its advantages, but 
then so does being a man 
in different situations. 
In her view her greatest 
achievements are without 
a doubt her two beautiful 
children followed closely 
by the very special friend-
ship I have cultivated 
with her ex-husband.
  Louise’s life quote comes 
from Clarissa Pinkola Estés: 
“She is clothed in strength 
and dignity and she laughs 
without fear of the future” 

Dani’le Bredenkamp

  Dani’le is the co-owner of 
the Hoedspruit Spar. She is 
40 years old, married and has 
two children, Mark0 (13) and 
Emilie (9)
  Dani’le hails from the 
northern Cape, Warrenton 
to be more specifi c. This is 
almost midway between 
Vryburg and Kimberley, for 
those that have no clue 
where it is!
  The dreams were big for her 
as a child, she wanted to be 
the next Charlize Theron! At 
a point in � me, she decided 
that being the next Charlize 
was not for her - although 
she has managed to keep 
hold of that ‘drama� c streak’!
  Dani’le did a graphic design 
course through University of 
Cape Town, completed the 
SPAR Management Induc� on 
Program in 2006 and is 
currently busy with a Group 
Exercise Instructor course.
  She’s been in her own 

business for the last 16 
years before which she 
obtained her grounding 
as PA and Administra� on 
Clerk at Lebombo Bananas, 
in Koma� poort. Dani’le 
is very lucky to not have 
been subjected to any male 
domina� on. Being part of 
a family business now, she 
is very fortunate to work 
alongside some amazing 
men. All opinions ma� er, and 
all decisions are taken with 
the input from everyone. She 
also has great men on her 
team at the workplace, all 
of whom are very respec� ul 
and courteous.  
  In terms of handling 
adversity, Dani’le tries to 
bring in some humor and 
then will always try and look 
at a situa� on from all sides 
before making any decisions. 
She has always tried to look 
at adversity not as problem 
but rather as a challenge.
  Like others in the group, 
Dani’le does believe that 
being a woman in retail 
has its advantages. Women 
know what other women 
want and buy, what products 
they use and that they as 
the fairer sex like beau� ful 
things. She is always trying to 
source interes� ng, beau� ful 
products for her store – that’s 
the part of the job that she 
loves the most.
  Without any shadow of 
doubt Dani’le views her two 
children, Marko and Emilie, 
as her biggest achievement. 
Seeing them grow into being 
kind-hearted youngsters, 
overcoming obstacles, 
handling challenges, growing 
and being happy makes her 
the happiest, and is for her, 
the most important thing.
  Her life quote is by Andy 
Andrews: “Life itself is a 
privilege, but to live life to 
the fullest - well, that is a 
choice”.

Louise Worthington Dani’le Bredenkamp
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Antonia Alexandra 
Hoddino� 

  Antonia is a mul� faceted en-
trepreneur. She is the owner 
and founder of The Farmery, 
The Farm House, Antonia’s 
Botanicals, and Après Pre-
loved Clothing and Home-
ware.
  Antonia is 37 years old, mar-
ried and mother of two chil-
dren, Elijah (4) and Alessia (2). 
She was brought up on a farm 
in Muldersdri�  outside of Jo-
hannesburg. Growing up she 
always wanted to be an entre-
preneur in hospitality.     

 Antonia did two years of 
study at Stellenbosch Uni-
versity before comple� ng a 
BComm in Business, Market-
ing and Entrepreneurship and 
fi nally an MBA at Bond Uni-
versity Gold Coast in Australia. 
She then went to chef school 
in the United States.
  She started her fi rst business, 
Leafy Greens Café and Shop 
(vegan) in 2010. 
  Antonia is quite candid in re-
vealing that she experienced 
male domina� on from her 
father when they were in 
business together. This they 
managed through therapy, 

the power of family and at the 
end of the day, love prevailed.
Antonia has never entertained 
and worried about adversity, 
or what people have thought 
of her. She has followed her 
heart and stayed true to her 
goals and dreams.
 She believes that being a 
woman has always been an 
advantage – “I was born that 
way, I have celebrated it and 
never ques� oned it. I have 
been lucky to have had two 
fabulous grandmothers, aunts 
and a mother who were all 
wonderful role models”!
  Antonia believes that her 

achievements have been be-
ing a good wife and mother, 
authoring two recipe books, 
and empowering other wom-
en in the workplace.
 Her life quote is: “Be the 
change you wish to see in the 
world”.

Duduzile Mametja – ‘Dudu’

  Dudu is a 32-year-old Build-
ing Inspector, working within 
the Public Sector. She has 
what she lightly terms a ‘com-
plicated rela� onship’ (as she 
giggles), and has a 3-month-
old baby boy with the energy 

level of ten babies!
Due to her studies Dudu grew 
up in a variety of places but 
acknowledges that it is safe to 
say that she grew up most of 
the � me in a small village 37 
km from Hoedspruit known as 
The Oaks Village.
 On leaving school she was 
not en� rely sure what to 
study, save for the fact that 
she wanted to get into the 
building and construc� on in-
dustry. She took a gap year to 
clear the head and fi gure out 
which fi eld of study she was 
going to follow, either Civil 
Engineering or Architectural 

Studies or Quan� ty Surveying. 
She ended up comple� ng an 
NDip in Buidling and a BTech 
in Quan� ty Surveying – both 
done at Tshwane University of 
Technology.
  She disputes being a busi-
nesswoman and rather labels 
herself as Public Servant. She 
started working in the private 
sector as an Assistant Quan-
� ty Surveyor and progressed 
through the ranks un� l be-
coming a Site Agent, and fi nal-
ly a Project Manager. She says 
that sadly, before she became 
a Building Inspector she en-
countered ‘male domina� on’ 
daily, where she was con-
� nually driven to pull out the 
‘job-� tle card’. This generally 
worked, but where it failed, 
she had to fi ght her cause 
and ensure that she stood her 
ground. Making sure that she 
was well informed, and aware 
of what was happening on 
site, allowed her to develop 
and grow good rela� onships 
with the males on site, and 
that diff used the fact that she 
was a female. In cases where 
there was staunch opposi� on, 
she adopted a ‘my way of the 
highway’ a�  tude. In her line 
of work there is always the 
balance to try and fi nd a good 
ra� o of men to women.
  Not scared of adversity she 
generally couples humour 
with solving problems, and 
she believes that at � mes 
compromise is a good alterna-
� ve to reaching a successful 
conclusion.
  Dudu does believe that be-
ing a woman is an advantage 
– she states playfully, “I mean 
aren’t all women superhu-
mans”! 
  She views her greatest 
achievement as becom-
ing a mother – “everything 
that once seemed to be an 
achievement has faded”.Her 
life quote is “Dance, even 
if the others can’t hear the 
music”.

Antonia Alexandra Hoddino� Duduzile Mametja – ‘Dudu’



Mike Meidlinger

   This month, we shi�  in 
gears, taking a momentary 
break from the commen-
tary of our annual cycles 
and its wealth of local and 
na� onal wonders. In this 
piece, the aim is to hone 
in on, pon� fi cate at length 
about, and hopefully bet-
ter appreciate, one funda-
mental aspect which make 
birds, birds.
  
  As a dive into the deep 
end, let’s turn our a� en-
� on to the most unique 
and recognizable feature of 
all those in the class Aves. 
Think of one feature that 
is shared by all birds, and 
you’ve probably already 
guessed it spot on, the pos-
session of feathers!

Feathers
  Feathers are unique to 
all birds and all birds have 
feathers of some form or an-
other. Their famed structure 
has long been recognized for 
their ability to allow their 
owners the rare gi�  of self-
propelled fl ight. Oddly how-
ever, this is not the major 
reason for their germina� on.
  In reality, feathers evolved 
from the scales of dinosaurs, 
in order to be� er insulate 
them, and thus their descen-
dants, from the cold. Having 
puffed up feathers traps 
a large, static layer of air 
between the body and the 
external world. This trapped 
air is easily warmed and is, 
in fact, the same reason why 
our clothing keeps us warm. 
It is not the jacket staving off  
the cold, but the air inside 
and trapped in the jacket. 
Thus interes� ngly enough, 
fl ight is simply a happy by-
product of the shape and 
design of the structures in-
tended for, and used in, ther-
moregula� on. 
  Despite these humble ori-
gins, the benefi ts and adap-
ta� ons various families and 
species have developed for 
fl ight today, cannot be over-
es� mated. 
  The original birds arose 150 
million years ago from their 
ancestors the Therapods. 
This was a group of dino-

saurs that persisted over 
millions of years, and whose 
famous members include 
Velociraptor, Allosaurus and 
Tyrannosaurus. As men-
� oned, feathers originally 
developed from rep� lian-
like scales, similar to those 
that cover birds feet and 
facial areas today, whose 
func� on is primarily for con-
trolling body temperature. 
However, due to their aero-
foil shape, those species that 
were bold enough to glide 
between trees, found feath-
ers to have a much greater 
purpose and poten� al. This 
is how fl ight began in those 
original species that included 
the earliest known true bird, 
Archeopterix lithographica, 
and its contemporaries that 
have been lost to the sands 
of � me. 

Flight feathers
  From these almost ac-
cidental origins, fl ight has 
allowed birds to radiate, 
adapt, colonize, specify and 
diversify beyond the scale of 
all other vertebrates. This is 
what makes birding such an 
ac� on-packed and exci� ng 
hobby. There are many types 
of birds, while at least some 
form of birds or other, can be 
found almost anywhere on 
the planet. In other words, 
there is always a reason to 
be on the look out. 
  Today there are many types 
of feathers that are shared 
between most or all birds, 
as well as others that have 
been developed for more 
specifi c reasons by species 
or families. 
  The bodies of birds are 
covered in contour feathers 
and these piece together 

in specifi c groupings or at 
specifi c places. Most con-
tour feathers are named as 
per their region, terms like 
vent, throat and rump are 
all synonymous with areas 
of the body that one needs 
to look for colour or pa� ern 
changes. When it comes to 
the wing on the other hand, 
feathers are grouped accord-
ing to what shape they are. 
The most important wing 
feathers are those along its 
bo� om edge. These are the 
most important for fl ying, 
and which are collec� vely 
known as “the fl ight feath-
ers”.
  There are three groups of 
fl ight feathers; the ter� als, 
the secondaries, and most 
importantly, the primaries. 
If a bird loses its primaries, 
then it will be unable to sus-
tain fl ight for more than a 
few seconds. The sha� s of 
these fl ight feathers are cov-
ered by roof-� le like bands 
of coverts, which “cover” the 
rest of the wing. They do this 
in horizontal rows, ge�  ng 
smaller and smaller towards 
the front edge. This layer-
ing creates a solid unit, and 
forms the wind-surfi ng-sail-
look of what we recognize as 
a birds wing. 
  Despite the mosaic of 
feather groups, and loca-
� ons sounding complex and 
rudimentary, the truth is 
far from it. With a rela� vely 
small amount of input, an 
understanding of these loca-
� ons becomes highly useful, 
in knowing what to look for 
when iden� fying a bird. 
  Some species have unique 
feathers that have evolved 
as a result of sexual selec-
� on, or which stem from 

Understanding the features of birds

adapta� ons to environment. 
Some common examples of 
these include crests, stream-
ers, pennants and forks. 
Many species adorn fantas-
� c and highly fl amboyant 
feathers in order to a� ract 
mates. In many cases these 
are held for a short � me, and 
then exchanged for more 
clandes� ne a�  re when the 
breeding season is over. 
  Feathers, due to their vital 
and pivotal role in the lives 
of their bearers, o� en be-
come worn through stress, 
and use and damage, and 
thus require regular replace-
ment. The process of using, 
losing, growing and replen-
ishing of feathers is known 
as moult.

Moul� ng
  Moul� ng is something that 
all birds do, but each spe-
cies or family may have their 
own way of going about it. 
Some species moult in small 
amounts, but they do this all 
of the � me, and here individ-
uals regenerate without too 
much change being shown 
as a whole. Others, will use 
one set of feathers to breed, 
raise chick’s, and even mi-
grate with, and only once the 
hard work is done, do they 
change into shiny new gear. 
Some species moult all fl ight 
feathers at once, such as 

The internal structure of feathers                       Image: The Birds of Seabrook Island                                                                                   
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many ducks and geese, who 
become rela� vely grounded 
for a few weeks during late 
summer. Most small birds 
will moult at least twice a 
year, for example in and out 
of breeding plumage. 
  Large birds  such as Aq-
uila eagles, other large rap-
tors and big seabirds moult 
slowly over years and years. 
In this case, us as observers 
can age these larger species 
at any one � me, according 
to which feathers are old, 
worn or being replaced and 
are thus missing.  More ad-
vanced s� ll, is when it comes 
to cryp� c species or diffi  cult 
clades. Some species moult 
at specifi c � mes of year and 
thus diff er in their � mings 
when compared to others. 
O� en, in the case of very 
similar or related species, 
even a few months of dif-
ference in moult and wear 
shown by an individual, can 
help iden� fy it safely and 
correctly.

Replacing feathers
  The process of replacing 
feathers, and the nature of 
feathers themselves, can 
lead down a complex but 
fascina� ng path. However, 
even for the average birder 
and avid beginner, an ap-
precia� on for the nature of 
feathers, as well as their ar-

rangements, groupings and 
loca� ons, is a vital tool for 
empowerment. Having a 
working knowledge of these 
features, very rapidly off ers 
quicker and more confi dent 
iden� fi ca� on.
  In order to master the use 
of feathers and overall mor-
phology while out birding, 
a li� le but persistent eff ort 
is needed. Diagrams found, 
usually in the fi rst pages of 
fi eld guides, label the parts 
of a bird. It is these labelled 
feather groups that add 
huge value when commit-
ted to memory. These are 
the mapping points upon 
which the separa� on of 
one species from another, 
is pinned and defi ned.
  This month, while snug-
gled in at night, perhaps 
glance at, or redraw, and 
then label those images 
at the beginning of your 
bird book. Being familiar 
with the features labelled, 
and which areas of plum-
age they apply to, will un-
doubtedly help in fi lling in 
the gaps when approach-
ing fi eld-guide texts, or 
unknown species encoun-
tered out in the fi eld. 
  Mike Meidlinger is cur-
rently the Head Trainer at 
the NJ More Wildlife Col-
lege in Marataba.

Once familiar with feather groups, breaking down the parts of this Golden-breasted 
Bunting will aid in its identifi cation -                                                      Image supplied

New fossils reveal what  the Velociraptor really looked like    Image : Popular Science
                                                                             

European Bee-eater, an examppe of a species 
that moults only once having undergone the 
13,000km journey from the Mediterranean  
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sented by Cygnus.

Notable Stars - Vega
  
Vega is the brightest star in 
the constella� on and is also 
the 5th brightest star in the 
sky. It is a white main se-
quence star residing around 
25 light years from Earth.
  Being close to Earth, Vega 
was the fi rst star to be mea-
sured by parallax, and to be 
photographed and have its 
spectrum recorded. Vega is 
therefore the benchmark 
star, against which all other 
star colours are compared 
to.
  Polaris is currently the 
‘North Star’, but due to the 
Earth’s procession, Vega will 
hold this honour in approxi-
mately 14 000 AD, as the 
Earth con� nues its cyclical 
‘wobble’ over a 25 000 year 
period. It also makes up 
part of the Spring Triangle 
along with Altair (Aquila) 
and Deneb (Cygnus).
  
Deep Sky Objects – M57, 
The Ring Nebula
  
The Ring Nebula is probably 
the most famous Planetary 
Nebula in the sky, and is 
situated 2,300 light years 
away. It can be viewed with 
binoculars under good con-
di� ons, but a moderate 
telescope will clearly show 
its circular structure. 
  M57 is the remnants of a 
deceased star that has run 
out of fuel, and is now slow-
ly bleeding its atmosphere 
off  into space. The core of 
the star (white dwarf) is le�  
behind and resides at the 
centre of the disc. Long ex-

posure photography shows 
dis� nct colours in the ring, 
each of which represent 
specifi c elements that were 
fused within the star, and 

Constella� on of the Month: LYRA - The Lyre
Ben Coley

Mythology

  Lyra represents the lyre of 
Orpheus, a musical instru-
ment that was made from 
an old tortoise shell and 
strands of cow gut, given 
to him by his father, Apollo. 
Orpheus was the great-
est musician of his � me, 
and his songs were fabled 
to charm even the stones 
themselves. He joined 
Jason and the other Ar-
gonauts on the great voy-
age of the Argo Nevis, as 
his song was loud enough 
to drown out the song of 
the Sirens: beau� ful mer-
maids whose hypno� c song 
caused sailors to venture 
too close to the rocks and 
sink.
  Orpheus married Eu-
rydice, but she was killed 
by a venomous snake bite, 
and lost to the underworld.  
Orpheus was devastated 
by the loss, and managed 
to arrange and audience 
with Hades, to bargain for 
his wife’s return. Hades 
was charmed by Orpheus’ 
music, and agreed, as long 
as neither of them looked 
back before emerging into 
sunlight.
  Orpheus led Eurydice 
through the dark caverns, 
but once he reached day-
light, he turned back to 
check on his wife too soon, 
and she was lost to the un-
derworld forever. Orpheus 
roamed the land in sorrow 
un� l his death, but his Lyre 
was preserved for eternity 
in the stars. Some mytholo-
gies have Orpheus repre-

Lyra (above),Vega (be-
low (left) and the Ring 
Nebula (below)

Images supplied 
Ben Coley

The fever tree - Vachellia xanthophloea
Brett  Heasman

  For the last two weeks, 
I have had the privilege 
of walking between the 
forests of these beau� ful 
specimens in the Makuleke 
in the north eastern parts of 
Kruger. Its hair-raising stuff  
- no picture can describe 
the emersed feeling of be-
ing deep in the wilderness 
when walking this part of 
the world.
  These lime green trees that 
look like a health smoothie, 
have a unique luminous 
fl are. This makes it one 
of my favourite trees. It is 
commonly known in English 
as the fever tree. The tree is 
na� ve to eastern and south-
ern Africa.
  Courtesy of the early pio-
neers that moved through 
our beloved land, this tree 
was given a very nega-
� ve connota� on because 
they believed that this tree 
caused fevers. This belief 
originated from the people 
living in the areas that con-
tracted bad fevers. 
  This however was far 
from reality, the fever tree 

occurs mainly near pans, 
dams and where you fi nd 
underground water or sur-
face water. It is also found 
in low-lying swampy areas, 
all of which, as we know, is 
the ideal breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes, which carry 
malaria – and these were 
the real culprits for the oc-
currence of fevers, as locals 
ba� led malaria infec� ons.
  This tree was previously 
called Acacia xanthophloea. 
but thanks to our Austra-
lian friends down under, 
we have had to remove the 
name Acacia from our refer-
ence books and have had to 
rename all genuses to ei-
ther Vachellia or Senagalia. 
The Vachellia xanthophloea 
is named a� er George 
Harvey Vachell. The spe-
cies name xanthophloea is 
derived from the Greek 
word xanthos, meaning 
yellow and phloios meaning 
bark. 
  Not to worry South Af-
rica, we are used to name 
changes, so they can have 
the name but we have the 
trophy, go Bokke!!!
  FLowers are produced in 

scented pale cream spheri-
cal infl orescences, clustered 
at the nodes and towards 
the ends of the branches. 
The leaves and pods pro-
vide food for livestock. 
Young branches and 
leaves are eaten by el-
ephants, giraff e and mon-
keys. 
  The magic of this tree is 
from the smallest bee that 
pollinates it, to the largest 
mammal that devours it. 
The biodiversity of animals 
and birds that I got to see 
in and around these forests 
was just super impressive - 
bushbabies, bushpigs, Eland 
to name a few. Other than 
a food source for many, it 
is also part of the Fabaceae 
family, which is cri� cal to 
the recycling of nutrients. 
The lime green bark that 
occurs on this tree is full of 
chlorophyll, so the tree is 
one of the few that is able 
to photosynthesise through 
its bark. Incredible.
  The wood is hard, heavy 
and is suitable for general 
purpose � mber, but here is 
the power boost from our 
lime green toxic machine. 

will now be added into the 
interstellar medium for the 
next genera� ons of stars to 
use. Currently the ring has a 
diameter of between 2 and 

Medicinally the bark is used 
for trea� ng fevers, in fact as 
a prophylac� c to cure ma-
laria, the complete oppo-
site to what our forefathers 
believed! This tree has also 
been used for thousands of 

years by African tribes as a 
divina� on tool.
  Even the writer Rudyard 
Kipling was taken aback by 
the beauty of these trees, 
as he refers to them in one 
of the stories in his “Just 

So Stories”, “The Elephants 
Child”. He repeatedly makes 
men� on of these trees 
along the “… great grey-
green, greasy Limpopo”.
Long live the fever trees!

3 light years.
  
See Celesti al Events SA  
advert for contact details

 Fever trees                               Image : Canva
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Welcome to the wonderful ‘macro-world’ of 
lepidopterists!

Mark Bishop

  We may have wondered 
who they are … those 
some� mes viewed, crazy 
people running around the 
bush, in the veld, across 
dunes and in forests, with 
nets above their shoulders 
poised to capture li� le but-
terfl ies and moths. Who 
are these people?
  Welcome to the world of 
a lepidopterist. A lepidop-
terist is a person that stud-
ies bu� erfl ies and moths. 
The name lepidopterist is 
derived from the name of 
the Order of bu� erfl ies and 
moths, Lepidoptera. 
  Possibly one of the most 
famous lepidopterists was 
an English woman by the 
name of Margaret Foun-
taine (1862–1940). She was 
a Victorian lepidopterist, an 
accomplished natural his-
tory illustrator, diarist, and 
traveller. She had a great 
love and knowledge of but-
terfl ies, travelling and col-
lec� ng extensively through 
Europe, South Africa, west 
and east Africa, India, Ti-
bet, northern America, 
Australia, Indo-China, Hong 
Kong, Malay States and the 
West Indies. She published 
numerous papers on her 
work and raised many of 
the bu� erfl ies from eggs or 
caterpillars. 
  Over her lifespan Foun-
taine collected more than 
22 000 bu� erfl ies. Her 
collec� on is now housed 
at the Norwich Castle Mu-
seum and is known as the 
Fountaine-Neimy Collec-
� on. Her four sketch books 
of bu� erfl y life cycles are 
housed at the Natural His-
tory Museum in London. 
Interes� ngly, the bu� er-

fl y genus Fountainea was 
named in her honour. 
  She had in her life� me 
wri� en twelve large vol-
umes of cloth-bound dia-
ries with more than a mil-
lion words. These diaries 
revealed her own blend 
of Victorian reserve and 
startling frankness and 
sincerity. The diaries were 
later edited by the Assis-
tant Editor of the Sunday 
Times, Mr W F Cater.  These 
were abridged into two 
books, published under 
the � tles Love among the 
Butt erfl ies and Butt erfl ies 
and Late Loves in 1980 and 
1987 respec� vely.
  I had the opportunity, 
and was absolutely fasci-
nated, to be introduced 
to this wonderful ‘macro-
world’ by Mr Ian Sharp. He 
revealed that in fact this 
area of natural history is 
a very ac� ve one. It is so 
because of the vast array 
of bu� erfl ies and moths 
that occur everywhere – 
many of which have yet 
to be classifi ed! There are 
some 17 500 bu� erfl y spe-
cies (660 in South Africa) 
and some 160 000 moth 
species (7 000 in South Af-
rica) worldwide – and there 
are more to fi nd. There are 
thousands that have not 
been iden� fi ed or classi-
fi ed.
  An ingenious project to 
gather informa� on on the 
life histories of Afrotropical 
Lepidoptera, with the ini� al 
focus on the moth group, 
was launched by Drs Her-
mann Staude and Douglas 
Kroon in 2012, when they 
ini� ated The Great Moth 
Caterpillar-hunt Challenge. 
Presently this project - the 
CRG – is known as the Cat-

erpillar Rearing Group. It 
combines the eff orts of 
both expert lepidopterists 
and ci� zen scien� sts, to 
discover the life histories of 
all Lepidoptera occurring in 
Africa. This project is also 
especially important for 
discovering histories and 
possible undescribed (un-
named) Lepidoptera spe-
cies.
  The world of Lepidoptera 
does not only consist of 
the fl ying adult moths and 
bu� erfl ies that we see on 
a daily basis. These, o� en-
� mes beau� ful fl ying won-
ders have gone through the 
magical process of meta-
morphosis, transforming 
from crawling, hungry cat-
erpillars to the fl ying adult 
moths or bu� erfl ies we 
know so well. 
  The secret lives of caterpil-
lars may well be more fasci-
na� ng than the adults they 
transform into. With so 
much to study and under-
stand, our current knowl-
edge has yet to scrape the 
surface of this world, but 
the small glimpses we have 
seen have sparked the in-
terest of lepidopterists, 
both expert and amateur, 
far and wide.
  Tens of thousands of moth 
species and about 4 000 
bu� erfl y species occur in 
Africa. No one person could 
ever determine the cater-
pillar – adult – host-plant 
associa� ons for all these 
species. A few of these as-
socia� ons have been un-
covered, but the amount 
of informa� on that s� ll has 
to be discovered is stagger-
ing. This is what inspired 
Dr Staude , later under 
the banner of LepSoc, to 
create the CRG. The CRG’s 

main purpose is to increase 
knowledge on the life his-
tories of all Lepidoptera in 
Africa, especially those for 
which nothing is known. 
  The project asks that cat-
erpillars of both moths and 
bu� erfl ies (lepis) be reared 
through to adulthood, 
with the undaunted ‘foster 
parents’ taking notes and 
photographs of the vari-
ous life-stages, host-plants 
and other interes� ng be-
havioural phenomena. This 
knowledge contributes sig-
nifi cantly to the conserva-
� on of this group of insects 
on the African con� nent. 
The project combines the 
eff orts of both expert lepi-
dopterists and ci� zen sci-
en� sts, and all notes, pho-
tographs and interes� ng 
details are sent through to 
Dr Staude to collate and in-
ves� gate. 
  Anyone can take part, and 
anyone who is willing to 
look a� er a caterpillar and 
rear it through to adult-
hood, is welcome to join 
and help discover the life 
histories of more species. 
Together the eff orts of all 
involved, can help solve the 
many unknowns in the life 
histories of these fascinat-
ing creatures.
  Interes� ng facts, pic-
tures and informa� on, can 
be seen on the Facebook 
group ‘Caterpillar Rearing 
Group – Africa’. This site  
is only for posts regard-
ing caterpillar rearing! As 
of October 2020, Dr Her-
mann Staude wri� ng the 
preface to Metamorphosis 
Volume 31(3): i, stated that 
….”we have 98 036 fi les 
and photographs rela� ng 
to African caterpillars in 
storage. It would be almost 

impossible to publish all of 
this informa� on, but with 
these CRG publica� ons we 
at least let the world know 
what we are doing, albeit in 
an abbreviated form”. That 
is seriously impressive.
  Speaking to someone as 
enthralled, passionate and 
dedicated to this wonder-
ful and beau� ful world of  
bu� erfl ies and moths, as is 
Ian Sharp, is nothing short 
of amazing and mind-blow-
ing. Once you get them 
started on the adapta� ons, 
peculiari� es and intricacies 
of these creatures, brace 
yourselves for at least a 
couple of cups of coff ee or 
tea!
  The Kruger2Canyon News 
is going to run a series 
of ar� cles on these very 
special creatures in the 
months to come. The aim is 
to get us all interested, and 
some involved in this amaz-
ing world. This short ar� cle 
is merely to introduce and 
hopefully get you excited 
about the subject. We also 
hope to get many more 
ci� zen scien� sts involved in 
this important project (the 
CRG).
  So keep your eyes peeled, 
get involved, and let’s ex-
plore this wonderful, o� en 
ignored, part of the natural 
world together. 
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John Roff 
Nature and Geology Guide

  Rocks and landscapes are 
the magnifi cent se�  ng for 
our rich diversity of animals 
and plants. More than a 
se�  ng though, rocks have 
remarkable stories of their 
own - what they are made 
of, how they are formed, 
and how our lives connect 
with them. In this series 
going forward we’ll explore 
many diff erent rock types 
found in the Kruger to Can-
yon area, and learn the sto-
ries in the stones. 
  Our fi rst rock of the month 
is grani� c Gneiss. This is 
the main rock type around 
Hoedspruit. There are sev-
eral kinds of Gneiss, and 
this one is called grani� c 
Gneiss as it is made of the 
same minerals that makes 
up granite, but in a very al-

tered form. These minerals 
are mainly quartz, feldspar 
and mica. 
  Gneiss is a metamor-
phic rock, which means it 
formed from other rocks 
which were heated and/
or pressurised so much, 
that they started to change 
into something new, much 
like baking bread or fi ring 
a piece of clay. This change 
happened deep under the 
Earth’s surface, at tem-
peratures of at least 700°C, 
and pressure so high that 
solid rock becomes so�  and 
squashy. 
  This semi-liquid rock sepa-
rated into layers of diff er-
ent minerals, which were 
pushed, bent and squeezed 
- rather like squeezing dif-
ferent kinds of toothpaste 
into one bowl and a s� rring 
them up a bit. This mixture 
then cooled down, far be-

Stories in the stones
low ground, and over � me 
has been exposed. Gneiss 
with light and dark bands is 
o� en called migma� te.
  Look at the picture for the 
examples of grani� c mig-
ma� te Gneiss from Hoed-
spruit. The dark mineral is 
Mica, and the pale bands 
are Quartz and Feldspar, in 
various combina� ons. 
  The hardest mineral in 
this Gneiss is quartz, which 
breaks down into grains of 
sand. That is why most soils 
in this area are pale, sandy 
and well-drained.
  Next month we’ll look at 
Dolerite, the other main 
rock type found in and 
around Hoedspruit.

  John off ers regular guided 
Geology walks and Geology 
guide training in Limpopo, 
Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-
Natal, www.johnroff .co.za 

 Granitic migmatite Gneiss Image: John Roff

  Holes are a universal 
form of shelter, as either a 
temporary or permanent 
residence. Some animals 
only use holes for specifi c 
purposes, such as sleeping, 
breeding or pupa� ng. Holes 
are not, however, with the 
inten� on of using them as 
shelters. Many are linked 
to feeding. Some are made 
when a predator digs out its 
prey, while others are made 
in the food-source itself 
– this is typical of many in-
sects boring into things that 
they consume. Many holes 
are subsequently u� lised by 
other animals that renovate 
them to suit their needs. 
The existence of holes of-
fers visitors to wilderness 
areas a great opportunity to 
iden� fy species in the area. 
Although holes take on myr-
iad shapes, sizes and loca-
� ons, they can generally be 
categorised as follows:
  
  Round holes in earth-
banks.
  These holes are usually 
along watercourses (both 
wet and dry) and are gener-
ally made by birds, rodents 
or rep� les:
Small holes of less than 
10cm are commonly exca-
vated by nes� ng kingfi shers, 
bee-eaters and pied star-
lings, some� mes with many 
holes in close proximity for 
colonial species.

   Holes that are 10 – 15cm 
in size usually belong to 
large rodents, such as vlei 
rats and cane rats. Bigger 
holes in earth-banks are 
made by rep� les, namely 
water monitors and croco-
diles, and are o� en oblong 
or egg-shaped.
  
  Holes in the ground or 
in the sides of termite 
mounds
  These are excavated by an 
array of mammals and in-
vertebrates:

What makes holes in the ground?
  Very small, mostly round 
holes are usually made 
by ants, termites or other 
small insects and are o� en 
accompanied by small piles 
of sand.

  Larger holes up to 10 cm 
can either be termite vents 
(used for regula� ng tem-
perature) or rodent, toad or 
lizard holes.

  Oblong, almost rectangu-
lar, holes a few cen� metres 
wide are made by scorpi-
ons.

  Holes that are bigger than 
just a few cen� metres are 
generally made by a host 
of mammals ranging in size 
from mongooses to hy-
enas. The aardvark is one 
of the most prodigious dig-
gers, and creates many of 
the larger holes seen in the 
sides of termite mounds 
where it is in search of food. 
It also makes large holes 
for temporary shelter away 
from these mounds. They 
can be iden� fi ed by the 
deep gouge marks on the 
walls of the tunnel made by 
the powerful claws of the 
forefeet. Pangolins, honey 
badgers, wild dogs and hye-
nas are also capable of exca-
va� ons of this size, whereas 
those of the jackals and 
foxes tend to be smaller. In 
the northern parts of south-
ern Africa, springhares also 
make impressive excava-
� ons. The holes are roughly 
20cm across, bear numer-
ous marks made by sharp 
claws on the inner walls, 
and are o� en clustered in 
groups.

  Very neat round holes 
of about 1 – 5 cm across, 
o� en lined with or sur-
rounded by silken strands, 
are the res� ng holes of 
terrestrial spiders. Baboon 
spiders, in par� cular, can 
easily be observed as they 

cling to the walls of these 
burrows about 5cm below 
the surface, with their legs 
bunched up and their fear-
some fangs clearly visible. 
They emerge at night to 
hunt or search for mates. 
These ‘spider’ holes are 
worth observa� on as some-
� mes the trapdoor to the 
tunnel is le�  open (in those 
species that use a trapdoor 
to conceal the tunnel), with 
the neat, superbly cra� ed 
and camoufl aged lid lying 
to one side. These trap-
door nests can most easily 
be found at night when the 
hun� ng spider’s eyes refl ect 
light from a spotlight, much 
like other mammals. When 
approached, they will o� en 
scurry away to their tunnels 
- revealing the loca� on - in 
such a hurry that they will 
not pull the lid closed. The 
lids are then easily iden� -
fi ed as white circular silken 

patches, which went fl ipped 
closed, have sand grains 
embedded in the upper sur-
face for camoufl age.

  Dung balls of dung beetles 
are o� en seen lying next to 
an excava� on from which 
they were dug. The balls 
of dung that these beatles 
comically push along are 
either food balls that are 
eaten by the adults, or 
brood balls that are buried 
with an egg. The dung bee-
tle larvae, while ea� ng and 
hollowing out the inside 
of the ball below ground 
before pupa� on, are o� en 
heard by honey badgers, 
foxes, jackals or hyenas, 
and the ball is dug up and 
broken open, and the grub 
consumed. Inves� ga� on of 
the ball reveals compacted 
dung s� ll covering the in-
side of the sphere with an 
outside layer consis� ng of 

a combina� on of soil and a 
hard resinous substance ex-
creted (in a liquid form) by 
the female to protect the 
dung ball. Some� mes balls 
can be found with only a 
small hole. This indicates 
that the adult beetle had 
already chewed its way out 
before the ball was dug up. 
A number of balls are o� en 
buried together close to 
dung pads with their larvae 
emerging at diff erent � mes. 
The size of the ball can vary 
from that of a marble to 
one bigger than an orange 
(depending on the species), 
but regardless of size there 
is always only one egg de-
posited per ball. Depending 
on the rainfall, eggs can take 
more than a year to hatch. 

  Small round or oblong 
holes in wood are extreme-
ly varied but are usually the 
result of invertebrate ac� v-
ity (most wood boring bee-
tles) and indicate feeding, 
egg-laying or pupa� on sites.

  Round holes 5 – 10 cm 
across the upright trunks of 
trees, branches or stumps 
are nests excavated by hole-

nes� ng and roos� ng birds 
such as woodpeckers and 
barbets. These holes, o� en 
on the bo� om side of slop-
ing branches, possibly make 
entry for enemies more dif-
fi cult and prevent rain en-
tering.

  An excerpt from ‘Beat 
about the Bush – Mammals 
and Birds’ by Trevor Carna-
by, Published by Jacana Me-
dia, Second Editi on reprint 
2018.
  Purchase for a discount 
of 30% at htt ps://jacana.
co.za/product/beat-about-
the-bush-mammals/

Coupon code BATB30  is val-
id unti l 30 September 2022
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j&h Studio on Olifants -
well worth a visit

Local Correspondent

  I was fortunate enough 
to have to stop at the Out-
post at 3 Bridges for a bite 
to eat, and was surprised to 
see that there was an extra 
addi� on to the shopping 
off ering here – and what a 
surprise.
  Beau� fully laid out, fresh, 
clean and spacious … it 
was almost like entering a 
spa, with a melody of Fank 
Sinatra fi ltering through this 
amazing space. But spa it is 
not. 
  I was fortunate to meet 
Helga Meintjes, the owner, 
who has created this beau-
� ful bou� que - j&h Studio 
on Olifants. The bou� que 
crosses many divides, from 
clothing, to décor, to health 
and sculpture. What a won-
derful eclec� c mix!
  The bou� que was opened 
on the 11th June 2022, and 
it has been quite a journey 
into the unknown.
Helga expected some trac-
� on at the shop but noth-
ing like it has been. She 
openly states that she is 

very blessed by the wel-
come and support of the 
people around the area and 
has not looked back from 
the get-go. Weekends and 
holidays are the busiest, 
and of course coupled with 
a restaurant close by, trade 
booms on these days.
  The clothing off ered is at 
very reasonable prices and 
is both locally and interna-
� onally sourced. The health 
items are by the brand, 
Lopo Botanicals – who are 
local, from Politsi - and 
these consist primarily of 
essen� al oils, room sprays 
and beau� ful candles. The 
sculptures are by her Hus-
band, Jean, an interna� on-
ally renowned sculptor from 
the Gravelot area! The shop 
décor was done by Xyza Sa-
vanna, who has some of her 
décor items, candle hold-
ers, cushions, and skins (to 
name a few), for sale. Helga 
believes the a� rac� on of cli-
ents to her bou� que comes 
from the fact that her prod-
ucts are unique, reasonably 
priced and of good quality.
  But that’s not all - Helga 

is also present at markets 
around the area under the 
brand ‘Olga Bolga’ – some 
items of which are sold in 
the bou� que, and Jean, her 
Husband, o� en comes on a 
Sunday and works outside 
the shop, to give people an 
insight to sculpture.
  Helga has always wanted 
to open a shop, and when 
the property contacted her 
saying that there was space, 
it was as if a sign had been 
sent, and Helga was imme-
diately commi� ed herself 
to open, and trade. The 
stresses of opening a shop, 
ge�  ng the right stock mix, 
as well as the correct al-
terna� ve product choices 
for sale, have been well 
rewarded. The bou� que is 
open every day of the week 
(Monday to Sunday) from 
09h00 to 17h00. 
  Do yourself a favour and 
get here to sample the won-
derful off erings in a beau� -
ful environment, and a� er 
you have fi nished, have 
a bite or a drink at the 3 
Bridges Restaurant.
 Happy shopping!

Beautifully appointed j&h Studio

Local Correspondant 

   The restaurant is located 
in one of the oldest build-
ings in the region with a 
fascina� ng historical back-
ground da� ng back to Paul 
Kruger‘s � me. Situated on 
the banks of the Olifants 
River, on the R40, it’s a short 
22km from Hoedspruit trav-
elling towards Phalaborwa.
  
  The restaurant has been 
successfully opera� ng Since 
2010 and in 2016 a Bed and 
Breakfast was added. One 
sits and enjoys the se�  ng 
next to the historical rail-
way bridge, low level cross-
ing and the new R40 Bridge 
crossing the Olifants River. 
This is right at the point 
where the river enters the 
Greater Kruger Na� onal 
Park. The trees around the 
building have all been plant-
ed by the original Indian set-
tlers. The moringa and curry 
leaves planted by those set-
tlers are s� ll used in the res-
taurant’s dishes.
  At night you can hear the 
hyenas in the distance, and 
during the day you regularly 
hear the hippos snor� ng and 
see crocodiles on the sand 
banks, and the elephants 
bathing right in front of the 
restaurant in the waters of 
the mighty Olifants River.
   On Sundays there is a 
three-course roast menu - 
which is to die for - and once 

a month there is live music 
from 12:00 through to 15:00. 
This adds to the restaurant’s 
great atmosphere. On a hot 
summer’s day, all our res-
taurant guests including Bed 
and Breakfast customers are 
welcome to make use of the 
outside swimming pool and 
the children’s play area.
  The restaurant is wai� ng to 
welcome you to enjoy one of 
their lovely homemade dish-
es. The menu has a large va-
riety of salads, wraps, steaks, 
schnitzels, burgers, pastas, 
and pizzas. The thin crust 
pizza bases are homemade 
in the wood fi red pizza oven. 
There are also vegetarian 
and vegan dishes off ered for 
those that are so inclined.
  While wai� ng for your 
food (or a� erwards) browse 
through the nearby bou-
� que, j&h on Olifants, for 

Three Bridges 
Restaurant, Pub and B&B

lovely ladies clothing, home 
decor and bronze sculp-
tures, or one can wind your 
way through the art and the 
cra� s centre, which has top 
quality locally manufactured 
art, curios, cra� s and furni-
ture.
  A bonus is that if one cycles 
or runs from Hoedspruit, 
Phalaborwa or Tzaneen(!) 
you qualify for a 10% dis-
count on your bill! Now 
there’s an incen� ve to get 
you going! Added to that - all 
motor cyclists take note – 
you get a 10% discount! Well 
worth the trip.
  Look out for the adver-
� sements of the live music 
events on Facebook and In-
stagram. Alterna� vely, one 
can call to fi nd out what’s 
on the go at this wonderful 
spot. Check the advert on 
page 15 for more details.

Three Bridges B&B overooking one of the bridges (top)
Images supplied
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BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

BUSINESS / SHOPS / SERVICES 
  

Armadillo Media  082 410 3582
Agri Box         082 888 0520
Bureau de Change        015 793 1368
Celestial Events  079 575 0900
FGASA                                           011 886 8245
FreeGo Outdoor & Canvas  064 532 2057
Fruitful Living         015 793 3703
Hoedspruit Blinds & Shutters 079 601 7801
Kruger2Canyon News       078 979 6486
Kuku Interiors   079 503 0151
Niche Cleaning Service        083 233 9852
Ruggedwear                                   013 755 4627
SPAR Hoedspruit        015 793 2305
Tops @ SPAR  015 793 2069
Valencia Fabrics / Nelspruit 013 752 7005
Vehicle License Department 015 793 0838

CONSTRUCTION & INDUSTRIAL

BUCO         015 793 0560
Build It         015 793 0116
Creek Plumbing  078 870 7993
Coastal Hire         015 793 0971
Lowveld Power Tools  015 793 2007
Mopane Group  015 781 1571
                                            

SCHOOLS & EDUCATION

Drakensig Laerskool        015 793 3756
Drakensig Pre-primer        015 793 2401
Hoedspruit Christian School 015 793 2067
Lowveld Academy        015 793 3750
Mariepskop Laerskool         079 529 6071
Mariepskop Pre-primer        082 880 7069
Perspective Training College 082 787 4471
Southern Cross Schools        015 793 0590

EMERGENCY – HELP LINES  
  

Accident Angels  080 264 3576
After Hours Emergency Doctors    084 770 1741
Air Force Base Hoedspruit        015 799 2911
Africa Safe -T                                 010 590 6313
Ambulance AFB        015 799 2065
Alcholics Narcotics Anonymous     082 258 4602
Ambulance Airforce Base               015 799 2065
Ambulance Services Limpopo 015 793 1581
Ambulance Tintswalo        101 77
Ambulance Services Swift             060 528 2784
Farm watch/ Plaaswag        072 310 0032
Fire Brigade AFB        015 799 2172
Fire Brigade Maruleng        015 793 0536
Fire Dpt Hoedspruit                        015 793 0728
GKEPF Greater Kruger Enviro
Protection Foundation                    065 743 2224

Hoedspruit Clinic                            015 793 2342
Hoedspruit Medical Rescue           072 170 0864
Hoedspruit Paws        078 431 3161
Hoedspruit Town Watch  072 812 2172
   082 683 2835
Hospital AFB Drakensig        015 799 2065
Hospital Nelspruit Mediclinic          013 759 0645
Hospital Tintswalo        013 795 5000
Hospital Sekororo Gvt-The Oaks   015 383 9400
Hospital Tzaneen Mediclinic          015 305 8536
Maruleng Municipality        015 793 2409
Medical Rescue                             072 170 0864
Med Centre Emergency No 084 770 1743
Protrack         015 793 2585
SAPS Station Commander            082 565 8253
SAPS General                               101 111
SAPS                                             015 799 4000
SPCA Phalaborwa                         071 519 7044
Victim Support Unit                        082 940 0651

MEDICAL & VETERINARY SERVICES

Counselling Ronelle Joubert 082 787 4471
DR Van Eeden (Dentist)        015 793 1876
DR D Verhagen  015 793 0606
DR A Polley   015 793 0606
DR Shivambu  087 260 1537
DR Werner Muller (Dentist) 015 793 1894
Hlokomela         072 698 6538
Hoedspruit Clinic        015 793 2342
Hoeds Wildlife Est Pharmacy 015 793 1427
J Coetzee (Clinical Psychologist)   015 781 0012
Marlie Landman (Eye Clinic) 082 803 0369
Med Centre (Dentists)        015 793 0845
ProVet Veterinary Hospital        015 793 0797

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY

Century 21         015 793 1534
Fine & Country        083 377 6622
Pam Golding         015 793 2712
 

TOURISM & THINGS TO DO

Eastgate Airport        015 793 3681
Hoedspruit-info Tourism Centre       078 979 6486
Hds Endangered Species Centre  015 793 1633
Jabulani Elephant Interaction 015 793 1265
K2C Biosphere Region                   015 817 1838
Sky-Way Trails  013 737 8374
Three Bridges Restaurant, Pub B&B       079 912 9416

VEHICLES. SPARES & REPAIRS

Otto’s Diesel Centre         087 550 1252/
                                                                 082 801 0141

Local Correspondant

  On Saturday, 13th August 
the Papillion Dance Acad-
emy and pianist Mark Bak-
er presented Swan Lake, a 
classical ballet with music 
by Tchaikovsky.
  This classical ballet tells 
the story of Odette, a beau-
tiful princess and all her 
friends, who have been 
captured by the evil magi-
cian, von Rothbart. Only 
true love can break the 
spell, and, as it happens, 
the handsome Prince Sieg-
fried meets Odette while 
she is briefl y allowed to 
appear in her human form. 
They dance in the enchant-
ed forest and he is smitten.
  The next day, at the 
Prince’s birthday ball, 
where he is to choose his 
bride, von Rothbart pres-
ents his daughter Odile, 
and weaves another spell 
to trick Prince Siegfried 
into believing she is his be-
loved Odette.
  There are several diff erent 
versions of how this story 

Swan Lake 

Cygnets (right) 
Sophia Swemmer, 
Sune Scheepers, 
Savanna Owtram
Images supplied

Swan
Bono Mmbadi

Odette Elizmari van den Berg

of true love ends, some 
happy, some tragic. We 
chose to celebrate love and 
loyalty in adversity.
  After von Rothbart’s de-
mise in the Lake of Tears, 
Prince Siegfried became 
the guardian of the swans, 
unable to break the spell, 
but still protecting his 
lovely Princess Odette 
from harm for the rest of 
their days.
  The roles of Odette was 
danced by aspiring balle-
rina Elizmari van der Berg, 
with Nadia Prinsloo as 
Odile. A handful of brave 
adult dancers and seasoned 
teenagers, together with 
the up and coming young 
corps de ballet, rounded 
out the story.
The presentation delighted 
the audience with its grace 
and beauty. Thanks to all 
those that participated and 
attended.

Posi� on available - Maruleng Motor Spares
Counter Sales Person 
Maruleng Motor Spares CC is a well-established motor spares  retail enterprise in Hoedspruit. 
We are seeking another full-� me employee with strong retail motor spares and sales experience. 
If you have good people skills and can operate under pressure, we would like to hear from you.
Du� es and responsibili� es:

• Retail sale of motor spares over counter
• Con� nuous liaison with customers, stock controller for special requests from custom-

ers
• Maintain a courteous and professional a�  tude with diffi  cult customers over the coun-

ter and telephonically
 Desired experience and qualifi ca� on:

• Matric/Grade 12 cer� fi cate, Valid driver’s licence and own reliable transport
• Minimum of 1 year counter sales experience in a motor spares retail environment
• General knowledge of motor spares
• Ability to func� on independently with high levels of responsibility and accountability
• Good communica� on skills in English (oral and wri� en)
• Good understanding of mathema� cs
• Computer literate (especially Microso�  Excel)
• Excellent interpersonal skills and team player
• Self-mo� vated and excellent a� en� on to detail

Package and remunera� on:
• A� rac� ve above-market related basic, based on experience
• Provident fund
• Annual performance bonus based on management discre� on

Disclaimer:
Please consider your applica� on as unsuccessful should you not hear from us within 2 weeks.
Send detailed CV including reference contact details and copy of matric cer� fi cate to: fi nance.
marulengmotorspares@gmail.com
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Junior FGASA & Kids In The Wild

If you love the wilderness, and are passionate about conservation, then we have the perfect thing for you. Junior FGASA in partnership with Kids In 
The Wild bring you the new and improved Pangolin Course. The Pangolin Course includes an interactive platform for kids to reconnect with nature and 
the incredible wilderness that surrounds us on a daily basis. Kids In The Wild will also be offering live lectures as well as on-demand courses that will 
encompass many different modules and will also include games, quizzes, homework and so much more. Sign up today!
www.fgasa.co.za  | +27 (0) 11 886 8245 | admin@fgasa.org.za | www.kidsinthewild.co.za | +27 (0) 66 485 1956| info@kidsinthewild.co.za

AUGUST IS 
WOMEN’S 

MONTH.

MOPANE
GROUP 0 1 5  7 8 1  1 5 7 1

READYMIX BRICKSSAND/STONE PLANT HIRE

Let's celebrate all the ladies of the wild
Giraff es are social animals that live in unstable herds of 10 

to 20 individuals, although they can be up to 50 members. 

However, they do not have strong social ti es like other 

animal species, except the mothers with their off spring.

Colour 
me in

B A E L E P H A N T F T H K J U D C 
R I S Q F T C V G L X D I E V G T E 
O S L C A Q W E I Y C G E Y G B N L 
C A M A T R I A R C H E R E F G D E 
I H W E E B L D A T G S A Y E V S O 
E Y D B R N T W F E T T R D M S T P 
P E T T E C R E F T H A C F A R N A 
D N A W M O T H E R R T H A L W A R 
R A I N I R C L K E R I Y S E F R D 
M R L B I R T H E N T O E B E L T E 
I C O F G E A E L I O N E S S I V S 
G F P V I W L C E P B R N E X G H S 
R G W O M E N I H A T R I E E H U H 
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